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THE  KU-KLUX,  CONSPIRACY. 


This  report  consists  of  thirteen  Yolnmes. 

Volume  I  contains  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the  views  of  the  minority. 

Volume  II  contains  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  North  Caro- 
lina, and  the  report  of  the  trials  in  the  United  States  circuit  court  held-  at  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina. 

Volumes  III,  IV,  and  V  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to 
South  Carolina,  and  the  report  of  the  trials  in  the  United  States  circuit  cotirt  held  at 
Columbia,  8oath  Carolina.    Index  to  the  three  volumes  is  contained  in  volume  III. 

Volumes  VT  and  VII  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  Geor- 
gia. Index  is  contained  in  volume  VI. 

Volumes  YIII,  IX,  and  X  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to 
Alabama.    Index  is  contained  in  volume  VIII. 

Volumes  XI  and  XII  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  Mis- 
riasippi.    Index  is  contained  in  volume  XI. 

Volume  Xin  contains  miscellaneous  testimony  taken  by  the  committee,  testimony 
in  relation  to  Florida,  and  miscellaneous  documents. 
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AAROK,  NANCY  SUSAN,  testimony  of 459,460 

thir^-two  yoftrs  of  afre ;  born  and  \we9  in  Jackson  County,  Georgia ;  is  mer- 

ried;  was  visited  by  the  Kn-Klax 4B9 

Willi&m  Booth  threatened  with  flogging^ 460 

AARON,  W.  R.,  testimony  of... 588-^1 

twenty-eight  years  ola ;  bom  in  Forsyth  Connty ;  live  in  Jackson  County ; 

a  farmer 588 

is  visited  by  thirty-six  Kn-Klnx;  they  came  for  Mr.  Booth ;  said  nothing  out 
of  the  way  to  bis  folks ;  was  asked  by  Perry  Nicholson  to  join  the  Ku- 

Klttx...... 588 

did  not  see  the  men  who  attacked  Mr.  Holliday 589 

Wilham  Booth  threatened 590 

negro  whipped 591 

Ackridge,  case  of.    (See  Eckridge. ) 

Acock,  (Haycock,)  whipping,  by  negroes  of 7,837,238 

Adam,  (colored, )  outrage  upon,  (Habersham  County) 488 

Adams,  Kitchen,  homicide  of , 282 

Addison,  Joseph,  outrage  ftpon,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 544,545,546,1009 

Addison,  Joseph,  whipping  of  son-in-law  and  nephew  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  - 

1871) 545 

Addison,  Josepfar,  outrage  upon  wife  and  sister-in-law  of,  (Haralson  County,  Sep- 
tember, 1«71) 546 

ADDISON,  JOSEPH,  testimony  of ^46-548 

twenty-four  years  old ;  bom  in  Mnscoeee  County ;  lives  in  Haralson  County ; 
a  farmer;  a  Union  man ;  whipping  ofnis  brother-in-law  and  his  son;  is  notified 
to  leave ;  lay  out  tl^ree  weeks ;  visited  by  the  Eu-Klux  and  whipped,  Biarch, 

187J;  is  again  notified  to  leave 545 

again  visited  by  the  Kn-Elnx,  May  31;  taken  out  and  shot  at 545,546 

outrage  upon  his  wife  and  sister-in-law  September,  1871 ;  was  driven  away . . .  546 

was  assailed  for  being  a  radical ;  killing  of  John  Walthall ;  the  party  assault* 

iug  him  was  disguised 47 

.  Address  of  B.  H.  Hill  before  the  Society  of  Alumni,  University  of  Georgia,  July  31, 

1071 ' ^ 799-808 

Adliins,  Senator,  homicide  of,  (near  bearing,  1869) .".*.'.  136, 207, 208, 231 , 968, 269, 283, 284, 
610,737,742,770, 1019, 1021, 1023-1026, 1150, 1151, 1158, 1210, 1211 

Adkios,  Senator,  encounter  with  Mr.  Adams 1025,1030,1033 

Alibis 818,87.3,876 

Allen,  Harry,  and  wife,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Gwinnett  County,  May,  1871). 603, 641, 681 

Allen,  Jack,  (coined,)  whipping  of,  (Gwinnett  County,  May,  1671) 603,641,681 

Allen,  Thomas  M.,  homicide  of  brother-in-law  of,  (Jasper  County,  October,  1868).  607,608 

ALLEN,  THOMAS  M.,  (colored, )  testimony  of 687-618 

thir^-eight  years  old  ;  bora  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina ;  lives  in  Atlanta ; 
pastor  of  fiaptist  church  at  Marietta,  Jasper  County ;  came  to  the  State  about 
J 849;  was  a  slave  till  emancipation ;  took  an  active  part  in  the  constitntiooal 
convention;  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1868;   colored  members  expelled ; 

was  reinstated 607 

voted  for  Grant;  renominated  for  the  legislature :  beaten  by  60  votes 609  ' 

visit  of  the  Kn-Kluz  to  his  house  October  17,  1868,  and  his  brother-in-law 

Emanuel  killed 607,608 

verdict  of  the  coroner's  Jury;  received  a  threatening  letter;  whipping  of  Mr. 
Goldsboro ;  murder  of  Terry  and  six  of  his  sons,  in  Warren  County ;  killing 

of  Ayer,  AJshburn,  and  Adkins 610 

no  safety  for  colored  people  except  in  the  large  cities ;  killing  of  Abram  Tuner, 
in  Putnam  County ;'  colored  people  expect  protection  from  the  Federal  Govi- 
ernment  only ;  believes  maoy  of  the  jurymen  and  lawyers  are  members  of 
th«  Ku-Klux ;  Ku-Klux  operations  nrincipally  in  the  Black  Belt,  wherever 
the  negroes  are  in  the  majority ;  colored  people  very  peaceable ;  whippim^ 
•f  Abram  Colby 611 
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ALLEN,  THOMAS  M.— Continned. 

was  advised  to  qait  the  Union  Lea^e;  feeling  toward  white  radioalt 612 

investigatiou  made  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  killing  of  Eounuel 613 

organization  of  the  Grant  Eangem » 608,613,615,617 

Union  League,  a  secret  political  organization ;  these  organizations  necessary 

to  render  the  right  of  suffrage  efficient  and  practical 615 

sentiment  in  his  county  good  about  scho^ ;  g^reatest  amount  of  ignorance 

among  the  colored  people  on  large  plantations ;  church  statistics 616 

no  armed  organization  among  the  colored  people  of  the  State ;  political  afiairs 
getting  worse ;  a  colored  man  not  daring  to  say  now  what  be  could  say  two 

vears  ago 617 

Amendments,  constitutional 533,772,773,821 

.Amnesty,  probable  effect  of  general .......  60, 318,*319, 448, 529, 530, 759, 760, 613, 90^  997, 

998, 1129, 1184, 1137 

ANDERSON,  EDWARD  C,  testimony  of 176-182 

resident  of  Savaunal),  and  mayor  of  that  ci^  for  years ;  laws  are  fully  en- 
forced ;  courts  ample  for  the  maintenance  of  the  law ;  one  or  two  disturbances 
in  that  section  of  the  State ;  election  riot  in  Savannah ;  tacring  and  feathering 
ef  Aaron  Hurt  and  the  assault  upon  Aaron  A.  Bradley ;  Southern  Georgia 

entirely  free  from  Ku-Klux  organizations 176 

northern  men  received  with  the  utmost  kindness ;  negroes  law-abiding  and 
orderly;  prosperous  condition  of  Savannah;  city  under  democratic  rule; 
effect  of  ine  removal  of  disabilities ;  present  taxation  as  compared  with  that 

four  or  five  years  ago 177 

saBtiment  of  the  people  toward  the  (Government  of  the  United  States  and  its 
administration ;  relative  colored  and  white  population  of  the  sea-island  and 
rice  region :  no  knowledge  of  any  organlzatiou  of  disguised  men  in  the 

State. : 178 

belongs  to  the  democratic  party,  and  was  a  colonel  in  the  confederate  army. ..  179 

crimes  committed  by  white  men  during  the  time  he  was  m^yor;  increased  ' 

value  of  property  in  Savannah 180 

the  city  pavs  one- fifth  of  the  whole  taxation  of  the  State 181 

the  people  look  upon  the  State  government  as  an  iniquity  to  civilization 182 

ANDEI&ON,  LEWIS,  (oolored,)  testimony  of 864-866 

twenty-five  years  old ;  bom  and  lives  in  Walton  County ;  knows  Mr.  Felker 
and  Jim  Austin  to  be  Ku-Klux ;  they  advised  him  to  give  up  his  pistol,  and 
to  be  polite  to  white  people;  saw  twenty-five  Ku-Klux,  in  Walton  County  in 

1869 864 

killing  of  Jake  Daniel ;  whipping  of  Charley  Smith ;  Mr.  Felker  drew  his  pis- 
tol on  him  in  March  last ;  whipping  of  Gus  Mills '        865 

ANGIER,  NKDON  L..  testimony  of 149-175,1062-1070 

has  resided  thirty -one  years  in  the  State;  twenty-three  in  Atlanta;  went 
north  in  1863,  and  remained  till  the  close  of  the  war :  was  collector  of  in- 
ternal revenue  at  Augusta 149 

elected  as  a  republican  to  the  State  convention,  and  elected  by  the  general 
assembly  State  treasurer  in  1868;  the  laws  of  the  State  have  been  violated 

and  disregarded  by  the  party  in  power  and  the  governor 150 

points  in  which  the  law  has  been  disregarded,  viz :  mortgaffe  bonds  used  by 
the  governor  for  other  purposes  than  the  redemption  of  the  old  bonds ;  |55,000 

to  KimbaU's  Opera  House 150,151,156,157,160,161,162 

issue  of  bonds  in  excess ;  engraving  the  name  of  the  treasurer  upon  them  wiUi-  . 
out  authority,  and  not  reporting  them  to  the  treasury ;  issue  in  excess  of 
gold  bonds  to  meet  the  bonded  indebtedness  and  other  expenses  of  the  State ; 
misapplication  of  the  school-fund ;  use  of  State  railroad  ninds  for  other  pui^ 

poses  than  railroads 151 

election  law  approved  by  governor  containing  pianta  violative  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  inordinate  sum  paid  for  the  printiug  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  in* 
pamphlet  form ;  payment  of  ^  interest  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
Kailroad  bonds ;  more  clerks  than  the  law  authorizes  and  illegal  payments 

of  rewards 152,153,165,166,167 

•  pardons  granted  by  the  governpr.  taken  from  the  pardon-book 153 

statement  of  the  State  fiMtnces i 153-155 

knowledge  of  the  Ku-Klux  outrages 156, 174 

history  of  the  management  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta  Railroad 157, 169 

road  leased  to  certain  parties  named -. 158,169, 170 

effort  made  to  conceal  the  true  state  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Stale 158 

opinion  as  to  the  corruption  of  Governor  Bullock,  and  his  attempt  to  justify  what 

he  has  done 158,159 

misapplication  of  the  school-fund 162, 163 
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AMQI£R,N£DON  L.-^ontu»ied. 

priDiijDg  of  the  State  contlitiition 163 

the  payment  of  iotensixm  railroad  bonda ^ 164 

pardoain^  power  exercised  by  the  goveruor,  and  its  effect 156,  ](>7, 168, 169 

general  impreMion  that  Governor  Bulloek  has  not  adminiBtered  the  govern- 
ment fairly  and  honestly 170 

cannot  say  whether  the  outrages  committed  had  anything  to  do  with  Governor 

Bollock's  maladministration  of  af&irs 171 

they  grew  out  of  the  objection  of  the  people  to  negro  soffrage,  in  connection 

with  so  many  white  people  disfranchised 172 

^doubts  the  propriety  of  negro  suffrage ;    negroes  qniet  and  well-behaved  in 

every  thing  except  pilfering 173 

Ka-Kluzlaw  a  source  of  irritation  in  some  localities 174 

propriety  of  en  f ore! o  e  i  t 1 75 

is  state  treasurer  of  ueorgia ;  testified  before  the  committee  at  Washington ....        1062 

bom  in  New  Hampshire;  eame  south  when  twenty-fear  years  old 1064 

never  received  a  eent  of  interest  on  the  State  deposits 1062 

letter  to  the  House  of  Bepreeentativee  of  Georgia,  July  $20,  1670,  relative  to  the 

school.fnnd * /. 1062,1063 

the  charge  that  he  ever  used  the  school-fund  for  his  own  purpose  false  and  slan- 
derous           1063 

supervising  power  over  the  affairs  of  Georgia  exercised  by  General  Terry ;  mis- 

appropriadon  of  the  school-fund 1063, 1064 

unreuability  of  negroes  as  witnesses 1064 

management  of  the  State  funds 106&-1068, 1070 

governor  Bullock  and  the  7  per  cent  mortgage  bonds 1067,1068 

removal  of  the  oost-office  to  Mr.  Kimball's  building 1067,1069 

ANTHONY,  MARTIN,  (colored.)  testimony  of 692-694 

forty  years  old;  bom  in  Virginia;    livee  In  Atlanta;   came  from  Morgan 

CouBty ;  left  there  beeanse  he  could  not  stay  in  peace 692 

his  door  broken  in  and  himself  beaten,  August,  1869 692,693 

Antony, >»  (colored,)  whippfngof,  (Floyd  County) 405 

AKNOLD>  RACHEL,  (colored,)  testimony  of 388-390 

from  twenty-two  to  twenty-five  years  old  *  bom  in  White  County,  Georgia, 

and  livee  there  now « \ 388 

whipping  of  Mary  Brown ;  exposure  of  person 389 

Ashbura,  Gtoorge,  homkideof,  (Columbus,  Miirch.  1866) 136,184,186-188,431,433, 

451-453, 532, 533, 610, 770, 782, 784, 785, 786, 1035, 1036 

Ashbnro,  Geoive,  character  of. 434 

ATKINS,  JAMES,  testimony  of :....  622-r)32 

native  of  Georgia;  collector  of  internal  revenue,  shioe  1865;  a  republican. ..  522,523 
community  generally  peaceable ;  many  outrages  in  different  parts  of  the  State ; 
more  breaches  of  the  peace  than  before  the  war ;  iudges  administer  the  law 

asjustly  as  possible;  juries  influenced  by  their  feelings ' 522 

state  of  feeling  between  whites  and  blacks 522,523 

thirteenth  amendment  adopted  under  duress ;  passions  generated  by  the  war 

^    giadnall>subsiding 523 

/farms  better  cultivated  than  before  the  war;  general  disposition  on  the  part 
^   of  the  whites  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  State ;  prejudice  against  the 

negroes  having  schools : [^524 J 

Amos  8.  Aleccanoer,  and  Jackson  Alexander,  Chattooga  County,  visited  by  Ku-     • 
KhiXf  September,  1671 ;  Mr.  Rett,  visited,  whipped,  and  threatened ;  iUkit 
distilling ;  resistance  to  ofBcers  in  collectinr  internal  revenue  tax ......  .t . .  525 

an  oiiganiaatienlbr  political  purposes;  a  Ku-Klux  order 525,526 

cases  of  Ashbnm,  Atkins,  Ayer,  and  another ;  number  of  carpet-baggers  exag- 

rkted  ;  northern  men*s  chances  equally  as  good  as  thase  of  the  citiaens  of 
State,  if  they  ignore  politics  or  aredemocvats 526 

the  problem  of  negro  equahty ;  feeling  of  antagonism 527 

elfectof  the Freedmen*s Bureau  . 587,528 

the  ignorant  mnst  be  educated;  reeling  toward  the  negro 528,529 

the  foundation  of  the  treubles ;  a  want  of  adjustment  between  the  races ;  tlie 
question  of  the  proposed  equality  of  negroes  a  sore  one ;  misapprehen9ion 

about  the  matter ;  division  of  the  negro  vote  iu  1870 529 

probable  effect  of  general  amnesty 529,530 

party  use  of  the  feeling  of  antagonism  between  the  races : .  530 

article  from  Nashville  paper  on  carpet-baggers 530,531 

not  the  custom  for  negroes  to  sit  on  juries ;  does  not  advise  Federal  interference 

at  this  time 531 

the  State  imder  General  Tony 531,532 
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Atkinson,  R.  H.,  report  on  pardon  statistics j80a-«W,<SIS-iS26, 910^-841 

Atlanta,  riot  in 1264,255 

Ayer,  Dr.,  homicide  of «!•,  785,1019 


Barmore,  Mr.,  bomieide  of,  flVQsessee,  W69) 748 

BARNES,  ELI,  (colored,)  testimony  of 954-959 

thirty-six  years  old ;  bom  and  li?es  in  Hancock  Oonnty 954 

republican  candidate  for  the  lef^islatnre 955 

member  of  the  iegislatare  in  1«69 '957 

his  hoase  snrrounoed  by  men  in  disgaise,  October,  1 869 954, 955 

has  received  a  great  many  notices  to  leave 955 

character  of  the  election  in  Hancock  Connty 955,956,957 

killing  of  Jerry  Long  and  Will  Onlver ;  whipping  a  common  thing :  scores  shot, 

but  not  killed  ;  some  driven  Into  the  svtramps ;  nobody  pmitshed 956 

witnesses  who  testify  to  Ku-Ktnz  operations  would  not  be  safe  at  home 959 

Barney,  Mr. ,  homicide  of  negroes  by,  (Habersham  County,  1865) 484, 4^5 

Battle,  Lawrence,  whipping  of  brotljer-in-law  of,  (Hancock  County) 1204 

BENAFIELD,  JACK,  (wSored,)  testimony  of 683,684 

thirty -one  years  old  ;  bom  and  lives  in  Walton  County 683 

saw  five  Ku-Klnx  in  March  last ;  knew  William  Felker ;  wae  raided  on  and  ran ; 

whipping  of  Billy  Smith 683 

Benafield,  Jack,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Walton  County,  October,  1871) 466 

BENNING,  HENRY  LEWIS,  testimony  of ,..   182-189 

a  resident  of  Columbus,  was  solicitor  of  the  circuit,  and  judge ;  law  is  well 
Administered  in  his  district;  no  secret  associations  of  any  sort  except  the 
Loyal  League  clubs ;  the  general  opinion  of  those  Leagnes  is  that  they  are 

for  political  purposes i 183 

particulars  of  a  homicide.  In  1868,  of  a  negro  riding  in  a  democratic  proces- 
sion    183,186 

killing  of  Gleorge  Ashbura  by  disguised  men 184,  t86, 187, 188 

homicide  of  Major  Warner 184,188,189 

no  secret  organization  of  either  part^,  in  the  region  of  which  Columbus  Is  the 
center,  embracing  some  thirty  or  forty  counties ;  the  district  republican ;  law 
and  order  prevail  in  Southern  and  Western  Georgia  ;  citizens  can  express 

their  political  opinions  freely ;  the  city  has  a  good  school  system 185 

BENSON,  CAROLINE,  (colored.)  testimony  of 386-388 

•     forty-eight  years  old  ;  bom  in    North  Carolina ;    lives  in  White  County, 

Georgia 386 

whipping  of  Mary  Brown  and  Joe  Brown,  May  20,  1871 ;  exposure  of  person 

of  the  females 387 

names  of  parties  engaged  in  the  raid 388 

Bonds,  issue  of,  by  the  governor  of  State 102, 103, 1H),151, 1067, 1068 

Booth,  William,  threats  against 460,590 

BRADFORD,  ROBERT  fl.,  testimony  of 707-712 

sixty-one  years  old ;  bom  in  South  Carolina ;  lives  in  Gwinnett  Ceun^ ;  a 

farmer 707 

a  Union  man 709 

has  heard  of  Ku-Klux,  that  they  take  up  and  whip  some  people 707 

general  opinion  is  that  they  should  be  put  down,  bat  nolihing  has  been  done ;  - 
thinks  a  white  repubKcan  eould  freely  discuss  political  opinions  without 

disturbance,  but  hardly  thinks  a  freedman  could 706 

the  democratic  paper  of  the  county  says  nothing  for  or  against  them ;  was 
told  that  the  Ku-Klux  wove  going  to  visit  him ;  only  one  boy  in  t^  aettie- 
ment  whipped ;  prevaiHng  opinion  that  the  court-house  was  burned  hr  privnte 
individuals  who.  had  some  bad  case  in  court,  some  say  by  the  Ku-'BIux  ;  the 

county  democratic  by  one-itfkh  majority 709 

Dougherty  whipped  for  insulting  decent  girls ^ 710,711 

there  is  a  fair  atkl  just  settlement  with  colored  tenants  by  the  owners  of  the 

lands ;  a  good  fedinr  between  whites  and  blacks ;  negroes  vote  freely 711 

Bradham,  William,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Floyd  County,  1870) 75 

Bradley,  Aaron,  (colored,)  assault  by  negroes  upon 176 

BRAND,  M.  V,  testimony  of •. 350-356 

thirty-loUr  years  of  age ;  bom  in  Waldon  County,  Georgia ;  now  sheriff  of 
Gwinnett  County ;  elected  Deoember  94,  1870 ;  deputy  sheriff  for  -a  year 

before .^^ ,         350 

is  engaged  in  selling  grooeries -gitt^e^by-kf^OOSjlf      351 

elected  sheriff  not  by  party  votes 353 
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BRAND,  M.  y.— Cootinaed. 

bsrniii^  of  oomrl-boafle  aoi  records  therein  oo  tlie  night  of  September  10, 1871 ; 
▼eiy  Mitle  effort  made  to  ferret  oat  the  perpetrators ;  arretted  some  parties, 
bot  tbej  were  released  on  kahemt  eorpm$;  found  no  disguises,  only  some 
horM-co^eis • 350 

some  parties  indicted  for  card-playinflr,  and  the  witnesses  against  them  notified 
bj  the  Klan  to  leave ;  most  of  the  Kn-Kkudnff  done  last  year  and  this  year, 
tiie  worst  part  this  year;  rrowing  worse  oT  late;  several  black  people 
whipped,  mod  a  number  of  whites  threatened;  those  mistreated  belong 
generally  to  the  republican  party ;  never  beard  of  a  democrat  being  mistreated ; 
a  great  many  favor  and  justify  the  Klan 351 

oo  doubi  that  there  is  a  big  Klan  in  Gwinnett  County,  numbering  firom  300  to 
500;  two  or  three  of  their  captains  under  bond  with  bills  of  indictment 
■gainst  them ;  character  of  these  men  generally  bad ;  theuKu-Klux  claim  to 
bedenocrats 352 

about  five  whites  to  one  colored  in  the  cdunty ;  county  democratic ;  no  ob- 
stm^ion  in  serving  processes  or  in^  arresting  men,  or  in  obtaining  convic- 
tions for  breaches  of  toe  peace ;  fairjuries 353 

last  whipping  occurred  about  two  months  since ;  no  arrests  made  for  these 
whippings  oy  the  Ku-KIqx,  the  civil  authorities  seemio^  not  inclined  to 
toueb  tmm  :  firing  of  pistols  in  a  Methodist  church  in  Cain's  district;  Mr. 

•  Timms^  justice  of  the  peace,  notified  to  leave  or  he  would  be  killed  ;  certified 
copy  of  Mr.  Tknm's  statement  that  he  could  not  enforce  the  law  ;  of  Andrew 
Hays,  notary  public... 354 

and  of  J.  W.  Spencer,  notary  public ;  the  disturbance  ki  the  church  was  a 

personal  quarrel ...1 355 

Bmssefs.  Mrs.,  whipping  of,  (Glascock  County,  July.  I8ti9) 1111,1112 

Brigan,  Bill,  whippiog  of,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871) 359 

BROCK,  WALTER,  testimony  of. 1007-1017 

Ibrty-three  years  old ;  bom  in  Arkansas ;  lives  iu  Haralson  County ;  a  lawyer 
and  fiirmer;  member  of  the  State  senate ;  first  elected  in  1863;  imprisoned 
by  the  oonfederate  authorities  in  1863 ;  was  exempt  from  military  duties, 
released,  and  took  his  seat 1007 

was  anasted  for  disloyalty  to  the  confederate  government ;  ran  en  the  Union 
ticket;  of^^osed  secession;  was  a  recoustructionist 1008 

a  republican lOlG 

outrages  upon  nenoes  the  night  previous  to  the  election  in  October,  1871 ... .        1008 

whipping  of  Mr.  John  Coley,  Joe  Addison,  and  A.  B.  Martin 1009 

has  beasd  ef  twenty  ^r  thirty  cases  of  whipping  since  the  Ist  of  May ;  B.  T. 
Hogbes  whipped,  and  Columbus  Hughes;  killing  of  John  Walthall 1010 

■o  steps  taken  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  to  justice;  Daniel 
Dodson  and  Thomas  Roe  confess  their  connection  with  the  Ku-Klux,  and 
ask  witness's  infiuenoe  in  behalf  of  Joseph  Roe,  chief  of  the  Ku-Klux 1011, 1014 

Bmes  of  parties  belonging  to  the  Klan 1011,1012,1015 

signs,  password,  officers,  Ac.,  of  the  Klan 1012, 1015, 1016, 1017 

thinks  every  man  who  belongs  to  the  order  casts  a  democratic  vote ;  their 
victima  republicans ;  very  few  men  on  the  democratic  side  who  condemn 
the  organisation ;  thinks  a  large  majority  of  them  are  willing  that  it  should 
continue ;  no  public  action  of  toe  republicans  against  it,  for  fear  of  assassina- 
tion         1013 

GenenU  Forrest  as  the  bead  of  the  order 1012,1015,1017 

Brown,  afreedman,  outrage  upon 4 506,507 

IBOWN,  JOE,  (colored,)  testimony  of 501-503 

hem  in  1630^   in  Virginia ;  lives  iu  White  County ;  visited  by  the  Ku-KIux-         501 

whipping  of  witness  and  wife ;  they  are  swung  up  by  the  neck  with  trace- 
chains  ;  manner  of  whipping ;  exposure  of  the  person  of  the  females ;  injury 
done  to  the  children 502 

cause  of  the  outrage  their  knowledge  of  Bailey  Smith,  supposed  to  have  been. 

engaged  in  the  murder  of  Mrs.  Cason 503 

Brown,  Joe,  (coloped.)  whipping  of,  (White  County,  May,  1671)  ....375,386,387,502,908 
BROWN,  JOSEPH  E.,  testimony  of 810-828 

native  of  South  Carolina;  came  to  Georgia  about  1837;  a  lawyer;  State  sen- 
ator; presidential  elector  ;  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  the  Blue  Ridge  cir- 
cuit ;  governor  of  Georgia  for  four  successive  terms ;  chief  justice  of  the 
Stale ;  president  of  ttie  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad  Company ;  since  1868  * 

has  acted  with  the  republican  party ;  delegate  to  the  Chicago  conventicn 
and  voted  for  Grant ^r^ I     810 

was  a  slaveholder .iitis9d.t^CiJ.OOSie8l4 

his  relations  always  friendly  with  the  colored  people 822 
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person  and  property  safe  in  the  SUte  generally  t  ftdaiQistnitMai  ofjitict  r«ft- 
sonablj  snffieieot :  upon  che  wli^#,  a  very  fair  jadicisrj ;  ooafintHiD  gra«»ui^ 
out  of  the  destruction  of  the  old  systen  of  master  and  slave;  as  a  geoeral  rale 
no  disposition  upon  the  part  of  former  slaveholders  to  impose  upon  the  ne-       / 

(i^roes;  many  of  the  nef^oes  deliH^uent 1811 

burning  of  James  McCoy's  house ;  is  thought  to  have  been  on  acoonai  of  his       y^"'^^^ 
informing  agatnst  illieit  distillers ;  it  had  no -conoeetiou  with  polities ;  illioit 
distilling  frequent ;  organisation  of  bands  for  its  protection ;  general  dispo- 
sition of  courts  and  Juries  to  punish  offsoders,  and  not  to  deny  justioe  to  maj 

one  on  account  of  color  or  politics 812 

effect  of  disfranchisement ;  probable  effoet  of  general  amnesty ;  disoriaiinaAien 

tioQ  against  car^-baggers 813 

northern  immigralion  welcome 313,819 

second  reconstruction  vory  unfortunate ;  opinion  as  to  the  reliability  of  negro 

testimony 4-...        .  814 

greneral  feeling  of  kindnesA  by  old  miwters  toward  their  former  slaves;  oxtsnt 

and  object  of  tho  Union  League 815 

general  conduct  of  the  coIotm  people  since  emancipation  unparalleled ;  no 
disposition  upon  their  part  to  avenge  former  wrongs ;  .they  desire  only  fair- 
play  and  an  equal  chance  :  great  mass  of  the  whites  were  opposed  to  giving 

them  political  rights •  816 

sociul  relations  of  the  colored  people ;  frequent  instances  of  persons  afeUoked 

in  their  own  houses  at  night  oy  bands  of^  disguised  men 817 

politics  has  had  very  Httle  to  do  with  outrages ;  they  meet  the  condemnation  of 
the  better  part  of  society ;  has  beard  of  a  tew  instances  being  punisiiad ;  prov- 
ing ofaVibh  a  frequent  line  of  defense 818 

tone  of  the  democratic  press 818,819 

in  favor  of  general,  unlimited,  and  unqualified  amnesty:  privileges  and  immo* 

nities  of  citizens 819,820 

antecedents  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  a  vast 

amount  of  social  ostracism ;  expulsion  of  members  of  the  legislature 820 

large  majority  acquiesce  in  the  constitutional  aniendnents ;  there  are  some- 
leading  men  who  would  abrogate  (he  14th  and  15th ;  the  want  of  a  sense  of 
moral  obligation  on  tho  part  of  the  negroes,  the  result  of  servitude  and  lack 

of  education;  education  was  prohibited  bylaw 831 

the  pardoning  power  as  exercised  by  the  governor ..828,823,824 

the  rewards  offered  unusually  larg^ 823,824 

report  of  K.  U.  Atkinson  on  pardon  statistics  .;. 825,826 

it  is  not  incorrect • •      826 

tone  of  the  opposition  press  as  to  the  administration  of  afiairs  sinoe  tbs  war..  8^.827 

^  article  from  a  Nashville  paper  on  carpet-baggers  ...*  827 

article  from  the  Cincinnati  Commerciars  Mashville  correspondent 828 

BEOWN,  MARY,  (colored,)  testimony  ot 376-377 

was  born  in  White  County,  Georgia,  and  now  lives  there;  does  not  know  her 

age 376 

whipping  of  her  husband  Joteph  and  self,  May  21,  1871 , 375 

the  plEir  y  was  disguised  ;  her  husband  whipped  for  being  a  republican ;  she 

received  70  or  f?0  licks  with  hickory  switches 37C 

whipping  of  a  girl  \  forced  exposure  of  person  ;  hanging  of  Jeff  Meadows ; 

her  house  visited  and  she  warned  to  leave. 377 

Brown,  Mary,  ^colored,)  whipping  of,  (White  County,  May,  1871,) .375,376,386, 

:i87,389,502 

Bullock,  Governor,  issue  of  SUte  bonds  by 102,103,110,151,1067,1068 

Bullock,  Governor,  reward  offered  by  .... 32, 3.3, :J7, 76-78, 102, 11 1, 112, 138-141, 152, 153, 
165-167, 241 ,  242, 293, 399, ()26, 630, 751, 767, 82:1,  b24, 918-^20, 948, 951, 999,  lUOO, 

1076, 1077 

Bullock,  Governor;  pardoning  power  as  exercised  by 31 ,  32, 36, 40, 72. 73, 101, 102, 1:17, 

13j?,  153, 156, 167-IC9,234,2:{7,238, 240. 242, 274,275. 2^S  766, 767, 780, 822,823, 
824,832,839,840,  841,860,861,984,  1028, 10V9, 1040, 1076-1078, 1139,1193, 1210 

Bullock,  Governor,  proclamation  of 884,  K85 

BURNET,  WILLIAM,  testimony  of 991-999 

native  of  Ohio;  removed  to  Georgia  in  1866;  son  of  Judge  Burnet,  formerly 

United  States  Senator ;  was  a  republican  during  the  war 991 

•.      has  taken  no  part  in  politics  since  1H66;  resides  about  five  miles  from  Atlanta  992 

had  a  suit  in  court ;  verdict  against  him  because  he  was  *'  a  damned  Yankee ;  ^* 

colored  people  treatc^d  very  well,  uud  get  good  wages 992 

aid  given  to  colored  schools uigltizoaVyGoOgl^'^'^^ 
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hms  hmid  of  do  opetatioiit  hy  diaguified  bands ;  tbe  commanitj  peaceablo  and 

seciure;  tiefrocaameoeooraffedto  pmchttae  land  ..«^..«.,. |9^^ 

colored  men  vote  without  molectalaoB ;  no  intioiidatMUi ;  social  staodizig  of       U-^"^^ 

Mr.  WilUnifhaiD,  candidate  for  thA  legislature 994 

he  and  his  family  wellxefeived  sooiallj  .^ 995 

social  treatmeBt  of  Mr.  Siseoo,  a  dergyman  from  Boston 995-997,999 

a  great  deal  of  rebel  feeiiag  esislUig  in  the  coontry ;  negn>  suffrage  the  bit- 
terest point : 906,997,998 

social  ei^iality  of  mechanics  and  laboring  men  with  other  classes • 997 

Srobable  effect  of  general  amnesty 997. 998 
isposttioDof  the  negroes  to  flock  to  thetowne [998/ 

.BURNETT,  G.  B.,  testimony  of 947^g5r 

forty-one  years  old ;  born  in  East  Tennessee ;  lives  in  Rome ;  a  planter ;  lired 

•  in  Chattooga  County  tMrteen  years 947 

was  the  largest  slave-holder  north  of  Atlanta ;  a  republican  and  last  fall  radi- 

car candidate  for  Confess 950 

member  of  the  constitutional  convention 951 

arrest,  trial,  and  oouviction  of  Epps,  Kelly,  and  another  in  Chattooga  County : 

they  are  sentenced  to  thf^  penitentiary 1 947,952 

they  were  ably  defended  by  counsel ;  Epps  previously  confined  at  Tryon  Fac- 

•  tory  and  released  by  disguised  men ;  facts  relative  to  the  reward  offered  and 

paid  in  this  ease 948,951 

saw  the  Ku>Klux  November  11,  1870,  at  Summerville,  and  is  notified  not  to 
make  a  speech  and  to  leave 948,949 

how  disguised ;  great  number  of  outrages  during  the  last  two  or  three  years ; 
negro  women  outraged  on  Waltemire's  plantation ;  thinks  Waltemire  afraid 
totestify  to  the  facts 949 

effect  of  kn-Rlux  operations  upon  labor;  very  few  attempts  to  bring  the 
lenders  to  justice;  tone  of  the  Rome  Courier  and  Commercial  as  to  Ku- 
Kloz  outrages i :...  950 

the  Eckridge  case 950,951,952 

thinks  Waltemire  afraid  to  live  on  his  plantation;  he  has  left  there ;  there  are 
many  good  citiaeus  of  both  parties  who  do  not  approve  of  these  outrages ; 

some  reepcctable  men  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  order 953 

BURNETT,  GEORGE  P.,  tesUmony  of 64-73 

a  retident  of  Atlanta,  formerly  resided  in  Rome,  and  a  native  of  Tennessee ; 
has  been  a  merchant  and  a  planter ;  was  mavor  of  Rome,  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention,  and  a  Union  man  during  thewar •  64 

was  the  republican  candidate  for  Congress  at  the  last  election ;  canvassed  the 
district :  was  threatened  by  the  Ku-Klux,  and  notified  not  to  speak ;  not  pru- 
dent or  safe  in  some  localities  for  a  man  to  express  his  opinions  fully,  it  he 
is  a  republican,  or  has  been  connected  with  the  United  States  Army 65 

ease  of  Jourdan  Ware,  (Foster) 66 

what  is  considered  **  impudence  "  .on  the  part  of  the  negro,  and  the  deportment 
required  of  him 66,67 

killing  of  negroes  occur  so  frequently  that  little  attention  is  paid  to  it ;  Ku- 
Kluz  made  their  first  appearance, perhaps,  a  little  over  three  years  since; 
has  heard  of  their  operations  withm  a  month ;  their  operatioui  more  gene- 
nUly  directed  against  colored  men  than  white  men;  the  organization  politi- 
cal because  tbe  parties  maltreated  are  republicans ;  has  never  known  a  demo- 
crat to  be  assaulted 67  - 

the  organization  condemned  by  republicans  and  the  republican  papers ;  a  ma- 
jority of  the  democrats  sympathize  with  these  organizations ;  it  is  sometimes 
alleged  that  the  men  assanlted  have  been  guilty  of  some  offense ;  whipping 
.  of  Uilliard  Johnson ;  the  first  object  of  the  institution  of  the  Ku-Klux  was 

/  to  cripple  any  effect  that  might  be  produced  by  Loyal  Leagues ;  the  Leagues 
were  disbanded  in  18^,  and  has  not  heard  of  their  being  in  operation  since ; 
the  Ku-Klux  organization  increased  after  the  Leagues  were  uisbanded ;  the 
purpose  of  the  order  was  to  break  down  the  reconstruction  acts,  and  to  neu- 
tralize the  votes  of  negroes  by  intimidation 68 

state  of  feeling  among  the  colored  people  produced  by  this  organization ;  think 
the  great  majority  of  outrage^  have  gone  unpunished ;  his  opinion  as  to 
why  they  have  not  been  prosecuted  and  punished 69 

there  has  never  been  any  necessity  for  organizing  these  Eu-Klux  bands  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  protection  to  the  white  people  against  the  colored 
people.... '. 69,70 

the  Etheridge  case ;  and  the  action  or  non-action  of  General  Terry  thereon  ..      70,  ^  I 

pardoning  power  as  exercised  by  Governor  Bullock 78,7^ 


Boroiog  of  court-house,  (Gwinnett  County,  September,  ld71, ) 369, 4BS/424, 937, 538 

Burning  of  school-books 402 

Burning  of  school-houses  and  churches fi94,  IIOO,  1137, 1167, 11S6, 1189 

Burson,  Charles,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Qwinnett  Couii«j,Maj,  1S7J) 603,641,681 

BUSH,  HILLIARD,  (colored, )  testimony  of 666-687 

twenty  years  old ;  bom  in  Pike  County ;  lives  io  Atlanta 684 

threatened 664,685 

killing  of  Columbus  Lov«laoe;  none  of  the  partiea  aneated ^ 685 

is  compelled  to  leave  his  heme ; !.. 687 


CALDWELL,  Eev.  J.  H.,  tastimonyof , 496-469 

native  of  South  Carolina,  lives  in  La  Ghrange,  Troup  County,  Georgia,  was  a 
member  of  constitutional  convention  and  of  the  House  df  Representatives ;  it 

judge  of  the  district  court  in  37th  senatorial  district ;  a  republican «.  425 

fifty-one  years  old 427 

employed  by  Attorney  General  Akerman  to  investigate  Ku-Klux  outrages 423 

•attse  of  the  outrage  upon  Henry  Lowther ;  bands  of  lawless  men  in  different 

localities  in  the  State;  these  organizations  merely  local ;  they  have  no  politi* 

cal  significance ;  reasonable  protection  for  person  and  property  in  his  district.  426 

kas  canvassed  10  counties  several  times;  expressed  Iris  views  emphatically 

and  with  freedom  in  the  canvass ;  met  with  no  signs  of  disorder  or  attempt 

at  violence 427 

state  of  feeling  of  the  people  toward  citizens  coming  from  the  North;  ir 

attacked  whilo  attempting  to  vote ;  some  disorder  at  the  presidential  election .  428 

knows  of  no  arrest  or  conviction  for  Eu-Klnz  outrages;  examines  Mr.  Holli* 

day*s  housff 429 

number  of  Ku-Kluz  in  Jackson  County ;  their  viedms  republicans 430 

case  of  Henry  Lowther ^ 430,431 

killing  of  Ashburn,  March,  1868 431-4:i3 

his  killing  political 432 

prepared  aa  account  of  it  for  the  New  York  Tribune 433 

character  of  Mr.  Ashburn 434 

intimidation  of  voters  at  the  presidential  election ;  election  last  fall  quiet 4;i5 

resolution  adopted  by  mass  meeting  of  German  citizens ;  tone  of  tho  press  in 
regard  to  the  Ku-Kluz  order ;  denounced  by  republican  papers,  ignored  or 
sanctioned  by  the  democratic;  article  from  tho  ** Daily  Constitution;"  ....  436 
article  from  the  **  Atlanta  Dallf  Sun;*'  facts  showing  that  tho  law  is  impar- 
tially administered  in  his  district 437 

letter  of  witness  to  Senator  Scott  giving  names  of  persons  who  can  furnish 

information 438 

character  and  standing  of  those  persons ;  improvement  In  the  feeliug  between 

the  two  races 439 

lawlessness  io  Haralson,  Floyd,  Chattooga,  Whitfield,  Murray,  Gwinnett, 
Jackson,  White,   Habereham,  Columbia,  Greene,  Morgan,  Warren,  aQd 

Washington  Counties ;  these  organizations  not  for  political  purposes 440 

James  Nance  (white)  threatened;  Mitchell  Reed  whipped;  Morgan  Reed 
struck  with  pistol ;  Michael  Davis  whipped ;  the  latter  the  only  case  that 

was  political 441 

in  some  localities  tho  order  exists  for  political  purposes 442, 443 

Georgia  has  no  greater  average  of  crimes  than  other  States  of  equal  popula- 
tion; has  never  been  molested 443 

Ashbum'scase  investigated  by  General  Meade 1 444,449 

illicit  distilling 445 

useof  the  term  "rebel" 445,446 

tone  of  the  democratic  press ;  organization  and  extent  of  the  Union  League..  447 

general  desire  of  the  people  of  Georgia  to  encourage  immigraUon,  general 
desire  for  removal  of  disabilities ;  probable  effect  of  general  amnesty ;  general 

condition  of  Georgia ....  448 

disfranchisement  and  disqualification  for  office  a  great  blunder;  the  State 
under  the  Johnson  administrutlon  practically  in  the  hands  of  former  rebels.  449 

generaJ  feeling  of  the  whites  toward  the  negroes  .*. 450 

witness's  artide  on  the  assassination  of  Hon,  G.  W.  Ashburn  in  Columbus, 

Georma 451-453 

witnesses  letter  to  Hon.  Wm.  £.  Chandler,  Secretary  of  the  National  Repub- 
lican Executive  Committee,  giving  tabular  analysis  of  the  official  returns  of 
the  presidential  election  in  G^rgia^  showing  fraud,  violence,  and  terrorism.  454-459 
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CAMRJUll.  JOTftJC.  (colored.)  testimony  of 47S-480 

twenty  years  old ;  born  in  Virginia ;  lires  in  Jackson  County,  €^rgia ;  came 

from  Virginia  a  year  before  the  war 478 

wa«  tisHed  by  Ku  KIux  and  wblpped 4T8,479 

manner  of  whipping;  outrage  npcm  Harrison  Jiannigan 479 

Calhonn,  Wash.,  (colored, )  shooting  of,  (Rome.  1 87 J ) 79 

CAMPBBLL,  T.  G.,  (colored,  testimony  of 845^^64 

fifty* nine  yeaw  oW ;  bom  fn  Jfew  Jersey ;  lives  in  Darien,  Mcintosh  Comity ; 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Ohnrch ;  came  to  South  Carolina  the  second  year 
of  the  war ;  to  Georgia,  in  1864 ;  was  rovemor  of  the  islands  6f  St  Catherine, 
&ipek>,  Gssabaw,  and  others ;  a  jostice  of  the  peace ;  a  member  of  the  Stat^ 

Senate 846- 

firedin  Jersey  till  five  and  a  half  years  old 853 

remained  twelve  years  en  Long  Island,  two  in  New  Jersey,  then  went  to 

NewTork;  educated  to  go  to  Liberia 854 

is  denounced  and  threatened  during  his  canvass '. .  846 

is  poisoned,  and  forced  to  speak  to  a  crowd  in  I'atnall  County,  1868 846, 847, 865 

nenoDing  and  death  of  one  of  hie  fellow  registrars 847 

Dis  life  thxTBat»ied  in  Darien,  and  he  leaves  ht  Atlanta 848, 849 

was  arrested  on  the  charge  of  preventing  Captain  Irving  and  Mr.  Eppings 
from  exercising  their  riffhte  as  citizens;  arrested  four  times  in  one  day, 

previously  ;  is  satisfied  they  meant  to  kill  him 850, 856, 867, 858, 859 

has  been  compelled  to  lie  out  night  after  night 850 

alleged  Ku-Klux  threatening  letters  to  Henry  Frazer  and  Adam  Stafford ;  affi- 
davit of  Jeanemiah  Joties,  as  to  the  burning  of  bis  housee 851 

man  in  Darien  forbidden  to  open  his  store 851, 852 

intentional  hiterruption  of  mail  foeilities ;  schools  in  his  section  not  molested  ; 

impossibility  of  their  establishment  in  Tatnall  County .' 652 

nnxaer  of  a  man  by  the  Ka^KIux ;  election  frands ;  the  colored  people  depend 

upon  the  republican  party :  they  are  attacked  only  by  democrats 853 

number  of   reeistered  voters  in  Mcintosh,  Liberty,  and  Tatnall  Counties; 

result  of  the  legislative  election  in  those  counties ^  '        855 

appointment  of  Judge  Syma,  (colored ;)  tne  baer  meet  and  retuse  to  take  cases 

before  hia  court 8.'»9 

character  and  aec^ntremenfs  of  Judge  Syms 860, 863, 864 

pardoning  power  as  exercised  by  Guvemor  Bullock 860, 861 

acolored  man  cannot  get  a  verdict  against  a  white  man 8^jO 

colored  men  punished  more  severely  than  while ;  the  colored  people  desire  to 

become  land-ltolders 86J 

no  more  infidelity  to  the  marriage  tio  than  in  the  North,  generally ;  no  infanti- 
cide among  them ;  diminution  of  licentiousness 862 

extent  of  jurisdiction  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  of  Judge  Syms's 863 

CAMPBELL,  T.G,  Jr.,  (colored,)  testimony  of    1067-1060 

thirty  years  old  ;  born  in*  New  York  City ;  lives  in  Darien  ;  represents  Mcin- 
tosh County  in  the  lower  house ;  a  son  of  Senator  Campbell 1057 

was  a  waiter 1088 

conspiracy  to  poison  witness , 1057 

shooting  of  George  McPhail - 1097,10.58 

difficulty  of  Capiaius  Irwm  and  Hatfield  with  their  crews 1C58 

Bradley  chased  away  by  boys 1059 

Carpet-baggers 626,530,531,633,764,813,827,1097 

CARTER,  JASPEK,  (colored,)  testimony  of 472-477 

twenty-five  yeais  old;  bom  in  Carroll  County;  lives  in  Haralson   County; 

outrage  upon  witness  and  John  WalthaU^s  wife 472 

killing  of  John  WaltbaU *«,473 

whipfiing  of  witness ;  received  150  blows ;  recognized  six  of  the  party 473 

no  attempt  madi*  to  find  out  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages ;  he  and  John 

voted  the  Union  ticket * 474 

witness  deterred  from  attending  school ;  his  wife  struck 476 

witness  atredd  to  stay  at  home ;  lies  out  in  the  woods;  many  others  do  the 

same , 477 

Carter,  Jaj<per. (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Harahion  County,  May,  1871) 406,412,473 

CARTER,  MARIA,  (colored, )  testimony  of 411-414 

twenty-eight  years  old ;  born  in  South  Carolina ;  lives  in  Haralson  County, 

Gleorgia ;  married  to  Jasper  Carter 41 1 

Visited   by  the  Ku-Ktux ;  outrage  upon  John  Walthall's  wifSs ;  whipping  and 

killing  of  John  Walthall ;  whipping  of  her  husband i^vsr^rr Tii^ 

Walthall  whipped  for  his  intimacy  with  low  white  wom^n Pi^tLz^dl5y.V?.y05Jl4l3 

Carter,  Mana,  (colortKl,)  outrage  upon,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 476 


Cmod,  Mr.,  homicide  of,  (White  Coanty,  NoTemher,  1870),..  496,500,503,504,1173,1177 

CHAMBERS,  E.H..  testimony  of 6aaJ-607 

forty  yenrs  of  a^ ;  born  and  livos  in  Gwinnett  Coanty;  a  fiurmer 602 

first  heard  of  the  Ku-Kluz  some  two  or  three  years  a^ ;  is  fprced  in  May  to 
accompany  them  and  points  out  the  residences  of  some  colored  people ;  whip- 
ping of  these  people.  May,  187J 602 

character  of  the  disguises  worn ;  knew  one  of  the  party,  Melvin  C.  Kennedy ; 
parties  whipped  were  Harry  Allen  and  wife,  George  Mitchell,  Hamp  Mitch- 
ell, Charles  Bursou,  and.Jack  Allen 603 

neeroes  to  he  put  down ;  Ku-Klux  forty  thouMnd  strong  in  the  State ;  l(u- 

Klox  democratic ;  no  attempts  at  arrests 604 

feeling'  against  radicals  very  hard*,  thinks  the  honest  men  of  the  democratic 
party  concur  in  opposing  such  lawless  acts,  but  that  they  cannot  get  at  it 

propjerl}';  is  a  democrat ^ * , 605 

is  afraid  jurors  would  hesitate,  through  fear,  to  give  true  Terdtcts ;  Ku-K1uz 
Organization  so  strong  as  to  create  a  reign  of  terror  in  the  county,  and  that 

it  would  not  be  possible  to  bring  them  to  justice 606 

CHRISTY,  JOHN  H.,  testimony  of 23^-248 

a  resident  of  Athens,  Clarke  County ;  has  been  twice  elected  to  Congress  ....  2S3 

a  member  of  the  State  constitutional  convention  of  1865;  his  poition  of  the 
State  as  quiet  and  orderly  as  it  ever  was ;  is  sustained  in  that  opinion  by  Mr. 

Jackson,  the  ordinnry,  and  Judge  Davis  of  the  circuit  court 234 

two  acts  of  violence  occurred  in  the  county  since  the  war 234» 235 

what  he  understands  to  be  the  facts  in  the  case  of  Alfred  Richardson  and 

Watson 235,236,238 

republicans  cast  their  votes  as  other  people,  without  any  fear  or  intimidation ;  two 
or  three  pegroes  have  been  threatened  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket ;  not 
true  that  republican  negroes  are  unsafe  in  the  country ;  has  been  a  great 
deal  annoyed  in  the  country  b^  larcenies  committed  by  colored  people ;  has 
heard  from  time  to  time  of  parues  who  were  living  in  a  state  of  fornication  and 

adultery  being  whipped  at  night  by  disguised  men 236 

there  has  been  no  Ku-Klux  organization*  in  the  State,  or  any  other  sort  of 

secret  organization,  except  the  Loyal  League 236,243 

sometimes  mischievous  boys  go  on  a  masquerading  frolic  to  st&TQ  the  negroes, . 

which  keeps  up  the  impreRsiou  that  there  is  really  a  Ku-Klux  organization .  237,246 
his  statement  embraces  the  twenty-one  counties  ofthe  sixth  congressional  dis- 
trict, and  a  number  of  the  counties  of  the  third  and  ^fih  congressional  dis- 
tricts  •- 237 

the  pardoning  power  as  exercised  by  the  governor,  and  its  effect  ..234,237«238,240,242 

whipping  of  Acock  (Haycock)  by  negroes. ^7,238 

editor  of  a  democratic  newspaper -;  shooting  of  Ponder  by  Richardson 2'S8 

whipping  of  FJambiDUgh,  (wbire;)  severiu  cotton-gins  burned  in  the  county 
within  the  last  three  or  four  years 239 


a  state  of  intimidation  on  the  part  of  the  negroes>  to  a  certain  extent,  is  pro- 
duced by  the  Ku-Klux,  from  superstition 239, 244 

accounts  fur  the  prosecution  of  disguised  negroes,  and  the  non-prosecution  of 

disguised  whites 240 

has  lieard  more  of  Ku<Klux  outrages  in  Washington  than  he  ever  heard  any- 
where else 240,241 

ku-Klnx  outrages  greatly  magnified 241 

proclamations  issued  and  rewards  offered  by  Governor  Bullock 241, 242 

The  people  geuemlly  are  opposed  to  everything  in  the  shape  of  mob  violence  -  242 

general  character  of  the  colored   people ;  operations  of  these  disguised  men 

irregular  and  seldom  ;  a  few  sporadic  cases  * 243 

what  he  understands  an  **  organization  "  to  be 243,244 

negroes  do  not  sit  upon  juries  in  the  State ;  has  never  seen  any  of  these  dis- 
guised men  or  their  disguises 245 

has  no  doubt  there  are  more  cases  of  disorder  in  the  city  of^  New  York  in  one 
week  than  in  Georgia  for  a  yeai' ;  uegres  not  kept  on  of  juries  on  any  par- 
tisan ground • 247 

intimidation  of  democratic  voters 248 

Churches,  disturbance  in ! 354, 355 

CHURCH,  JOHN  M.,  testimony  of 483-493 

foi ty-nine  years  old  ;  born  and  lives  in  Habersham  County 483 

an  organization  of  Ku-Klux  in  that  county ;  feeling  against  Union  men  and 

negroes,  in  the  sixth  congressional  district,  bad  ;  intimidation  of  voters 484 

killing  of  Dave  Sturrett,  shooting  ot  Lew  McMillan,  Isaac  Payne,  Jeff  Star- 
rett,  and  a  l>oy,  all  colored,  in  J865 484,487 


^  _  *  '^•ffi- 

CHURCH,  JOHM  M— Contiimed. 

DO  one  pimbbed  f4r  these  shootings ;  whipping  of  a  white  man ;  ontrage  upon 
Chanea  Deane,  (oolored;)  negroe«  havo  qpil  asking  for  their  legal  rights  in 

the  courts 485 

intimidation  of  voters 485»4d6 

the  men  injured  were  repnhlicans ;  those  inflicting  the  iDJaries,  democrats  ;  is 
notarr  public  and  was. chairman  of  board  of  registration,  sheriff,  and  deputy 

sheriff , 486 

failure  to  arrest  Bamej  for  the  shooting  of  Starrett 467,488 

outraga  upon  a  negro  named  Adam • 488 

h\h  ctiA  no(U  proscguied  or  ^\am\B$ed  for  some  defect ! 489,490 

no  single  instance  in  the  county  of  a  white  man  being  tried  and  punished  for 
an  iiuury  done  a  eolored  man  sinoe  the  war ;  is  aiiakl  to  testiiy  as  to  a  mar- 

der  committed 490 

haa  been  abased  for  impesring  before  the  committee ;  abuse  of  the  Qovemment, 

revenue  laws,  and  Ku-KlUz  prosecutions 491 

the  spirit  of  rebellion  in  the  county  is  as  high  as  it  ever  was ;  rejoicing  over 

the  Chicago  fire ;  prefers  not  to  give  names « 492 

Citisens  notified  or  compelled  to  leave  their  homes 75-77, 81-83, 207, 251 ,  a51 ,  354, 377, 

507, 532, 544, 545, 546. 654, 656, 664, 6S7, 687, 6^.  692, 
729,  rJI,84S,  849, 868, 872, 873,9(^9,948, 949, 955,  1003, 1006 

Clarke,  Charles,  (cohved,)  homicide  of,  (Morgan  County,  Septembe/^  1871) 656,664, 

720,723,725 

Clarke,  Chsrles,  outrage  upon  uncle  of,  (Morgan  County,  September,  1871) 656 

Cleigyroan,  (colored,)  whipping'of  a,  Chattooga  County ^ 93, 94, 127-129- 

Cody,  Mrs.,  homicide  ot ' 2o2 

COE,  HENRY,  (colored,)  testimony  of 640 

twenty-one  years  old ;  bom  in  North  Carolina:  lives  in  Atlanta;  lived  with 
Columbus  Jeter  at  the  time  he  was  injured ;  is  paid  a  month's  wages, 
by  Mr.  Winn,  to  stay  out  of  the  way ;  the  people  tolerably  rough  to  col- 
ored people \64iU 

COLBY,  ABEAM,  (colored,)  testimony  of-. 695-7W 

fiftjf -two  years  old  ;  born  and  lives  in  Greene  County 695 

vvas  a  slave;  baye  been  free  about  twenty  years;  was  a  barber;  an  active 
repubUcan ;   a  member  of  the  lower  house  of  legiblature  in  1668 ;   was 

expelled  aud  reinstated ;  a  memlMr  of  the  next  house 696 

cannot  read  nor  write : 702 

his  house  broken  into  October  29,  1669,  and  he  taken  to  the  woods  and 
whipped  with  sticks  and  straps  5,0U0  blows  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  ; 
is  left  for  dead ;  knew  ten  or  fifteen  of  the  party ;  their  names ;  some  of 

them  first-cUwa  men 696 

whipped  for  voting  the  radical  ticket 696,697 

iaofcred  $5,000  to  change  his  polities 097,704,705 

none  of  these  men  punisned  for  this  transaction  ;  Mr.  Saunders,  a  member  of 
the  grand  jury,  is  the  father  of  one  of  the  meii  who  whipped  him  ;  has  not 

yet  recovered  trom  his  ii^'uriee ;  was  run  o^f  the  last  day  of  the  election 697 

was  shct  at  through  the  open  door ;  pretty  fair  election  last  year ;  elected  by 
enven  or  eight  hundred  minority ;  kinds  of  disguises  worn  by  the  Ku-Rlux : 
about  ^fty  colored  democratic  voters  in  the  county  ;  a  few  white  republicans ; 

Beveial  school-teachers  run  off 696 

Allen  Jackson  and  Bob  Lewis  killed ;  thinks  about  six  or  seven  have  been 
killed  ;  firing  of  a  school-house ;  pot  allowed  to  remain  at  home  the  present 
jear ;  his  house  shot  iutb  every  time  he  goes  home  ;  shot  at  them  once,  in 
March  last ;  was  not  allowed  to  make  a  canvass  last  fall ;  no  republican 

can  do  it 699 

no  free  discussion  since  the  war ;  democrats  can  make  speeches  ;  no  democrats 
interfered  with  ;  it  is  proposed  to  expel  him  from  the  legislature  on  account 
of  non-reftidence )  came  to  At  Uinta  for  protection ;  no  coance  for  protection 
under  the  laws  of  Georgia;  the  only  hope  that  Qeoigia  will  be  put  under 

miTitary  control 700 

ihinks  none  of  the  judges  are  reliable ;  if  the  colored  people  were  protected 
they  would  go  to  the  country  on  farms ;  thinks  the  feeling  is  that  colored 
ptMiple  shall  not  have  anything  at  all ;  general  disposition  among  the  colored 

people  to  become  land-owners 

disposition  to  bring  false  charges  against  colored  people  ;  agreement  among 

the  whites  not  to  rent  or  sell  land  to  negroes 

all  ihe  Slate  « ffices  filled  by  republicans ;    the  facts  in  his  case  stated  in 

Wabhiogtonin  1870 r?:^^03,705 

^  Digitized  by  VJOO 


COLBY,  ABRAM— Continued. 

baB  nevef  attempted  U>  obtain  Fedrest ;  aboat  niacUicn  baudfed  oofored  and 
seven  hondrea  white  Toters  in  the  eeuntji  veeeired  aboat  fimr  white 

votes r. 704 

three  attempts  to  oieanize  the  militia ;  the  proposition  commaoded  twentj* 
white  and  all  ^  cok>red  rotes  7  thirty ^ree  or  thirty-five  colored  members 
in  the  le^ itlatare  of  J  868,  twenty-three  or  twenty-fiva  in  Ae  pveeent ;  diffi- 
culty in  making  people  realize  the  actual  state  of  affiurs ;  a  common  thing  to 

diar^e  the  persons  whipped  with  the  conmnseion  of  some  crime 705 

if  the  law  reinstating  members  had  provide<(  that  the  legialatme  should  h^d 

out  its  fhllterm  it  would  have  saved  die  lives  of  hmdredR P..  706 

Abram  Tuner  killed  by  Mr.  Bead,  his  opponent  in  the  electioa 766,707 

Colby,  Abran,  (colored,)  whipping- of,  (QresneCoaiity,  October,  1669) 611,696, 

1113,1114 

COLE,  CARLETON  B.,  testimm^  of 118»-4198 

judge  of  the  superior  court  of  the  Macon  draoit ;  resident  of  the  Stats  ferty- 
fonr  years ;  came  from  North  Carolina  in  1826^  and  resideat  of  Maeon  since  *, 

native  of  Massacliusetts ;  been  on  the  bench  narly  twenty  years 1 1 82 

opposed  secession 1183 

Has  acted  with  the  republican  party 1 1187 

a  Union  matt 1192 

his  circuit  uniformly  quiet,  orderly,  and  peaceable ;  oonnsel  iiivariably  as- 
signed in  cases  of  crimes  charged  where  the  party  is  too  poor  to  employ 

one w 1182 

election  riot  and  intiiuidation  of  democratic  votere : 1 163, 1 164 

controlling  influence  of  the  colored  preachers ;  character  of  Henry  M.  Turner.        11614 

contested  election  cases  for  State  legislature 1184-118(5, 1187, 1195, 1196 

Mr.  Turner^s  general  repntati<Hi,  and  the  general  diaractar  of  his  speeches..  1187, 118H, 

1195 

burning  of  a  Methodist  church 1188,1189 

weigh  t  of  negro  testimony ;  political  statistics  of  the  county 1189 

child  killed  by  a  negro ;  another  raped  ;   the  negro  imprisoned  ;   taken  from 

jail  and  hung 1190 

rape  in   Bibb  County  by  a  negro  1191,1192 

the  laws  of  the  State  eifficient  for  the  protection  of  person  and  property ;  per- 
sons from  the  Korth  free  to  express  their  political  sentimeats  t  no  prgndica 

against  perHons  of  northern  birth 1191 

concurrence  of  opinion  of  judges  as  to  the  peaeeaUa  condition  of  the  State ; 

pardons  by  Governor  Btdlock 1189,1193 

letter  of  James  Fitspatrtck  to  Hon.  Horaca  Mayaar^ 1193, 1 197 

letter  of  J.  F.  Long  ;  does  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klnx  order.        1194 

general  behavior  of  the  colored  people 1195 

cause  of  I'umer's  removal  from  office  ..^ 1 196-1198 

COLEY,  JOHNL.,  testimony  of 36»-368 

born  in  South  Carolina  ;  lives  in  Haralson  County,  Georgia  f  is  a  faroter 36:i 

a  licensed  preacher  of  the  Congregational  MethodistB 367 

details  of  raid  upon  his  house  February,  1871,  and  his  whipping  and  hang- 
ing by  Ku-Klux 363-367 

whipped  on  account  of  being  a  radical '. 366, 367 

Colev,  John  L.,  whipping  of,  (Haralson  County,  February,  1871) 363-367, 1009 

CONLEY,  JOHNL.,  testimony  ef 921,922 

tweuty-five  years  old  ;  born  in  Augusta ;  lives  in  Fulton  County  ;  an  attor- 
ney at-law i 921 

son  of  the  present  governor  of  the  Stats «, 922 

testimony  of  Mr.  Angier  relative  to  the  publLsfcng  of  the  State  constitution 

read  to  him 921 

witness  is  the  person  referred  to;  made  an  aamlytical  index  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  copyrighted  it ;  the  legislature  avdrorized  Qovcmor  Bullock  to 
purchtoe  such  number  of  copies  as  was  necessary  for  the  civil  officers  of  the 
State ;  Governor  Bullock  had  no  interest  whatever  in  it ;  a  private  enter- 
prise altogether 922 

Constitutional  smendments 523,772,77.3,821 

Court-house  in  Gwinaatt  Coantv  burned  September,  1871 350, 423, 424, 537, 5:13 

Creech,   father  and  son,  homicide  of,  (Jackson  County) 280, 1 1 20 

Culver,  Will,  (colored,)  homicide  of,  (Hancock  County,  June,  1870) 206,207,925,988 

Cunningham,  or  Cummifigs,  Mr.,  whipping  o<^  (Dade  County)...: 744 


Daniel,  Jacob,  (colored,)  homicide  of,  (Walton  County,  1869) 
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Hmrmds,  Jake»  (colosed,)  ahooiiog  ot  (Walton  CouMf.  OioUl^er,  1870)   8 

Darden,  Dr^  baBik»de«£,  (WamiAUMiW  Mwrch,  UfiO) 1^9-4X0,220,221,267,282,283, 

769,770, 1018,  J16J-n64, 1205, 1210 

Dtrden,  Br^lMnuide  of  Mr.  WaUra  l^ 127,19e»2M,221,266,267,2d6,289,769,770, 

1024.  iitt»,  1164,  i1«6,  JU66,  XJCd,  1170, 1205, 12K) 

Bftvis,  Midbael,  iduBpiup  of...^ «**,.«. ..^.,.«^ .,..  441 

DAVIS,  WARBfifiT,  (colored,)  testimony  ot J...  727-730 

furty-eigiu  vears  old;  born  in  DeoAtiir ;  Ivrea  in  AUtnta ;  uwb  £roni  CoweU  ) 

ket  wMtifOMT ;  Jiis  booio  visited ;  u  shot  at  by  Jourdan  Hancock^  August, 

1871 J. 727 

aeoffin  lefl  on  the  fence,  with  a  Ka^Klax  aoiice  ln«i4o ^«...^ ^  727,728 

left  ifaeMinenii^ ^.,,..^ , ..•  729 

Dease,  Charles,  (colored, )  outrage  upon,  (Habersham  County) 485 

Deaae^  Fred,  (colored,)  whippini^  of,  (Wilkinson  County,  Anfuti,  1871 J 359 

Dease.  Joel,  (^9caorad,)^o«iIcide<  ^WiUkinsoo  Cxumty,  September,  1871) 350,1036 

Dease,  Lne,  (ooloied,)  «(hipptng  of,  (Wilkinson  County,  A^ifust,  1871) 359 

Dease,  L^e,  mother  of,  whimiinff  of,  (Wilkln30n  County,  August,  1871) 359 

Dea3on,  Mat,  homicide  of,  (Wilkinson  County,  Aufust,  1b71) 359,362,363 

Disabilities,  probable  effect  of  general  wdot«1  of  poUtical,. . .  35,  lOQ,  101, 177, 278, 279^  295, 

296,302,303,448 

DistilUngJUicU 445,461,465,467,469,499,509,510,525,601,643,644,749,751,812, 

1126,1130,1131 

Doagfaertgr,  Mr.,  wUpakigof,  (Jaoksan  Connty) ^ 710,711 

DKENNON,  THOMASM.,  taatimony  of. 403-407 

forty -two  years  old;  born  in  Morgan  County,  lives  in  Floyd  County,  Georgia; 

blacfc8BiI&  and  wagon-maker .....^ 403  . 

TisHod  by  the  Ku-Klux,  January,  1871 , 403,404 

whipping  of  Jourdan  Ware  same  night ;  shooUng  of  a  negro ;  afraid  to  vote 

thfrre^licaa  aoket .-..,....  404 

intinidatioii  of  voten;  whipiaQf  of  an  okl  man  named  Antony  ...^ ^..  405 

E. 

EAGEB,  SCIPIO.  (colored,)  tastimoiBy  o£-. 668-671 

twenty-four  or  twenly-five  years  old ;    bosn  in  Hancock  Couoty ;  Uvea  iu 
Washington  County ;  killing  of  his  brother,  April,  1871 ;  bames  five  of  the 

party  aiwiiged ^.- ,. •..  668 

himself  and  another  brother  whipped .,.••  668, 669 

is  hunted  with  dogs;  slept  oat  jiBoa  April 669 

BO  arreatmade  in  the  case. .....^ 670 

Eager,  Scipio,  brother  of,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Washington  County,  April, 

1871) 668,669 

Easnc^  Washington,  (colored,)  homicide  oC  (Washington  County,  April,  1871)  . ..  6U8 

Eckridg^case  of ^ .^iJJ -63, 70, 71795. 98, 127-129,  9 17, 950, 951, 962, 1073 

Eider,  Jim,  ^colored,)  whipping  of,  (Clarke  County,  January,  1871) 6 

£IJ>£R,  MAKY,  (colored,)  teatimony  of ^^ 733-735 

tkiifty-thr««  years   old ;  lives  in  Decatur,  De  Kalb  County ;  house  attacked 
by  the  Kn  Kluz,  her  hnsbaad  beaten;  witaess  slapped  over  the  head  and 

takoB4o  the  woods  nearly  nakod  ....... ..i. •...  733 

ber  husband  shot  at ;  knew  Ave  of  the  party ;  none  of  them  ever  punished. ..  734 

ELDER,  SlMQlf,  (colored^  testimony  of. 731-733 

iihy-six  years  old ;  bom   in  Clarke  County ;  lives  in  De  Kalb  County ;  left 
Clarke  County  November,  1669,  on  aooouni  of  the  Ka-£lux ;  his  house 

attacked  by  the  Eu-KlujL,.  and  Itt  beaton  wiih  cluba 731 

is  taken   to  the  woods,  stripped,  and  shot  at,  but  makes  his  escape;  wasiw- 

saaUadtebeingaiadical ., 732 

lecogniaea  some  m  iha  pAity....^.. ^.. 732-733i 

Election  fraods ^ 42p,.4&4-45a,  853, 901, 1038^1087, 1092' 

Election  in  Atlanta,  manner  of  conducting  the '. 252-254,256 

Election  laws,  their  working,  Ac 274, 310-312,  ;i27-330,:i47 

ElectioM,  ebaiactor  of .  .42(5, 435, 464-450, 608, 1037, 1038, 1040, 1048, 1087, 1 147-1 150, 1 153, 

1159,1160,1183,1184 
Elecdona,  mamwr  of  oondueting..378,379,023-925, 929,974-077, 979, 980, 982, 98:$, 985, 987 

Ellison,  (eoknd,)  homiiikb  of,  <Fk)f  d  Coontgr.  1871) 76,77 

Ezposuraof  penoa of  iNBalea. 376,377,386,387,389,502,566,597,1022 


Fambrovgk,  Mr.,  wh^ipang  of  . 
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FARROW,  H6NRT  P.,  taftinonjrof 63r-640 

detfiilfi  ot'  hia  investigatioDi  as  Bttoroey  ffeoer»l  of  tb^  SUte,  before  Jadge 

Wright,  of  Ihe  outrage  oommitted  upoD  Columbus  Jeter  and  his  wife 637>639 

was. appointed  attorney  general  of  ihe  State,  bj  Oovernor  Bullock,  in  1868..  640 

Feeling  Uward  colored  people  and  radicals ....  450, 505, 55^,  523. 527, 528, 605, 612, 678, 701 , 

71 1 ,  717, 815, 873,  t^4,  ti7C,  982, 1046, 1053, 1054, 1055,  ]076»  ion,  1 106, 1  m,  1 122, 

1133, 1151, 1152, 12a5 

Feeling  towmrd  northern  imnignuiU 428, 448,098,715, 718*777, 813, 8 1 9, 900, 905, 1048. 

1151, 1174, 1178, 1179, 1181, 1182 

Ferguson,  Mr.,  whipping  of,  by  negroes,  (Jefferson  County) ^^ 

FERRBLL.  ANDERSON,  (colored,)  testimony  of 61^-622 

forty 'fire  years  old ;  bom   in  Monroe  County ;  lives  in  Atlanta ;  came  there 

from  Troup  County 618 

details  Ttsit  of  Ku-Rluz  May  28.  1870,  and  his  shoottnr 618-620 

the  pMty  numbered  ten ;  recogniied  two ;  three  arrested  but  never  tried ;  ha« 
heard  of  many  cases  of  whipping  and  shooting;  no  one  punished  for  it....  620 

Finances  of  the  State 163-155,276,277,293 

Fish,  Mr.,  homicide  of,  by  Mr.  Holsenbake 293 

FLANNIGAN,  HARRISON,  (colored.)  testimony  «f 480-483 

twenty-five  years  old ;  born  and  lives  in  Jackson  County ;  is  visited  by  the 

Ku-Klux,  January,  1871 „  480 

is  taken  out  and, shut  at  when  trying  to  escape ..'..  480, 481 

prevtoue  <iuarrel  with  Jack  Haney  *,  is  knocked  down ;  tries  to  prosecute,  but 

has  to  jMv  the  costs ;  reeogniced  three  of  the  disguised  party 481 

obiect  or  Kn-Klux  to  prevent  republicans  voting 482 

Flannigan,  Harrison,  (colored,)    outrage    upon,    (Jackson    County,  January, 

1871) 479-481,5*5 

FLEMI8TER,  GEORGE,  (colored,)  testimony  of 665-663 

twenty-seven  years  old ;    bom  in  Jasper  County ;  lives  in  Morgan  County.  655 

got  up  A  crowd  to  guard  the  jail  in  Madison  fot  tiie  proteotion  or  Charles 

Clarke 655,660 

sbootinff  of  Charles  Clarke,  in  the  jail,  and  beating  of  hb  uncle  ;*p1underiDg 
of  witness's  shoe-store ;  was  threatened  and  left,  September,  1871 ;  about 

fittiy  OQOcemed  iu  putting  Clarke  to  death ;  all  disguised 656 

they  were  not  interfered  wiUi  in  any  way  .* ^.  657 

various  parties  alleged  to  have  been  beaten 658 

Charles  Clarke  was  charged  with  rape ;  proceedings  in  his  case  before  the 

mayor * .•. 659 

details  of  his  action  and  those  of  his  men  during  the  attack  on  the  jail 660, 661 

belongs  to  the  Union  League 661-662 

politics  of  various  parties 662 

colored  people  wanted  Clark  to  have  a  fair  trial,  nothing  more 663 

FLOURNOY,  HANNAH,  (colored.)  testimony  of 532-535 

thirty-one   years  old;    bom  in  Eatonton;  lives  iu  Atlanta  since  ran  from 

Columbus 532 

details  ofthekiUing  of  George  W.Ashbum,  April  I,  1868 633,533 

FLOYD.  MONDAY,  (colored,)  teetimony  of 1060-1062 

sixty-eight  years  old ;  bora  in  Greene  County ;  lives  in  Morgan  County ;  a 
house-carpenter  *,  member  of  the  lower  house  of  the  legislature ;  his  second 

term 1060 

was  a  slave  until  emancipation 106J 

copy  of  two  Kn-Klux  notices  he  received 1060,1061 

killing  ofCharlee  Jonee  in  Madison  jaSi « 1061 

Forrest,  General,  head  of  the  Ku-Klux  order 1012,1015.1017 

FORSYTH,  C.  Dm  testimony  of 19-43 

a  native  of  the  State,  and  a  resident  of  Rome ;  is  solicitor  general  of  the  Rome 
judicial  circuit,  comoosed  of  six  couuties :  is  State's  attorney,  and  has  been 
acting  with  the  republican  pMiy  since  the  war;  was  a  captain  in  the  rebel 

army 19 

arrested   three  men  for  robbery ;  the  testimony  developed  upon  their  trial ; 

their  oondiiion;  what  he  learned  of  the  organisatioii  of  tbeKlan 20,21,24,25,29 

first  heard  of  these  bands  of  dittguiiied  men  about  two  years  ago ;  the  first 
indieation  of  their  unlawful  aots,  the  going  round  the  neighborhood  and 
frightening  the  colored  people,  (pving  written  notices  preseriblng  the  manner 
in  which  to  conduct  themselves;  the  eubstance  of  the  nodees  was  to  leave 

off  talking  about  negro  suffrage,  and  to  quit  supporting  it 31 

killing  of  Jourdan  Ware  (Green  Foster)  hv  disguined  men 21 ,  22, 30, 31  ' 

undertook  to  prosecute  the  parties  engagecl  but  failed  because  he  could  not  get 
the  names  ot  the  parties ;  killing  of  a  negro  in  ^aralson  Coun^  by  disguised 
men ;  has  heard  of  negroes  beiug  whipped  and  disarmed 22 
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POBSYTH,  C.  D.—Continnecl. 

tbe  otgaoization-bas  beeo  tboroagh  throughout  the  State ;  has  heard  of  ite  opera* 
tioba  within  the  last  three  weekB ;  it  was  got  up  aud  kept  up  by  the  men  who 
ar«  diairauchised  to  oontrol  the  Colored  population  ;  the  general  behartor  of 
tbe  colored  people  since  their  enfranchiisement  has  been  eood  ;  aothlng  done 
b/  tham,  aa  a  race,  to  afford  auy  fair  ground  of  fear  of  their  Invading  the 
rigfata  of  the  while  people ;  the  colored  people  have  been  deterred  from  exer> 

dSiug  their  poUtioal  righta  by  the  operations  of  the  Klan 23 

there  ia  an  indisposition  to  testify  against  those  bands  through  fear ;  the  re- 
publican party,  and  a  portion  of  the  democratic,  in  favor  of  putting  down  the 

orRaolzation 24 

an  the  Tlotlma  of  these  oatrayea  were  republican  with,  possibly,  the  exception 

of  0*Lant ;  nature  of  the  obligation  taken  bv  the  order 25, 28 

has  heard  of  negroea  being  taken  from  their  bouses  and  wh^>ped  and  killed ; 
thia  would  have  a  ten<fettcy  to  make  the  bad  feeling  of  the  negroes  against 
the  whilea  worse ;  his  circuit  democratic,  and  the  county  officers  democrats, 

with  the  exception  of  Haralson  County 26 

character  of  the  inen  composing  the  Ku-Klux  Elan 26,27 

the  cause  of  the  oiganizaiion  was  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and  the  con- 
ferring upon  then?  of  civil  righU;  it  is  intended  to  control  the  colored 

race  in  every  respect,  politically  and  otherwise 27 

condemnation  and  paUiatiom  or  justification  of  the  order  by  the  members  of 

the  bar  and  others ,., 27,28 

Union  League  organized  in  1866,  and  disbanded  in  JB06;  there  has  generally 
been  aome  allegation  of  crimes  against  the  negroes  that  have  been  whipped 

orkillel .:. 28 

has  never  kmwn  ooh>red  people  u>  use  their  arms  to  hurt  anybody  or  to 

threaten  td  doit 29 

the  pardoning  powor  as  exercised  by  Governor  Bullock 31,!{|,36,40 

basie  of  palliation  or  justification  of  tho  Ku-Klux  organization 31 ,  32, 35 

his  opinion  that  the  reward  offt^red  by  the  governor  has  done  more  to  disband 

tbe  Ku-Klux  than  anything  else 4 32 

rewards  oflTered  by  the  governor  32,33,37 

amount  of  fee  received  aa  attorney  for  collecting  reward  due  to  Jamte  S. 

Wyatt,and  his  legal  right  thereto 33,34,38,40,41 

explmna  what  he  meant  whon  he  said  that  men  who  were  under  diaabtlittes 

encouraged  and  kept  up  the  Ku-Klux  organization 34,35 

the  ^flfect  of  a  general  removal  of  disabiliiies  would  be  good  «  35 

killing  of  a  colored  man  in  Bartow  County  by  disguised  men 35, 36 

general  treatment  of  negroes  by  white  democrats 36 

no  colored  men  serving  on  juries  in  the  State;  free  schools  about  to  be  Inan- 

•  garated 37 

the  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  the  oenerals  of  the  army,  &c.,  have  more  Influ- 
ence than  anybody  else*  and  talk  as  openly  and  freely 37«38 

sign  of  recognition  aud  signals  of  tho  order 39 

tm  pfierfng  of  rewards  for  the  apprehension  of  men  wKb  commit  these  crimes 
in  organized  bands  bitterly  denounced  by  the  democratic  press ;  It  Is  con- 
sidered a  reproach  iior  a  white  man  t^  belong  to  the  republican  paity ;  and 

by  so  doing  he  aud  his  family  are  proscribed /    .40 

the  men  who  arc  disfVaochiseci  can  stop  these  outrages  in  twenty-four  hours. .  41 
purport  of  a  newspaper  article  which  he  regards  aa  encouraging  these  out- 
rages        41,42 

has  heard  of  threats  against  himself 42,43 

Foster«  Green,  (see  Jonrdau  Ware.) 

Foster,  6c«en,  notified  to  leave  his  home 7®,  77 

F08TEK,  BOBEET  S.,  testimony  of 1070-1081 

sixt^-four  yeard  old';  1[>orn  in  South  Carolina',  livos  in  Chattooga  County;  a 

fafUMfT 1070 

a  democrat 1080 

whiiyiof  of  a  negro  on  Eiihu  Hendley's  place  Januarr,  1871 ;  atUck  vtpott 

a  iaai4y  oi  n^roas  ou  Hr.  Geddes^s  place,  one  shot ;  Mr.  Taliaferro  an<|  son 

^  threatened ;  nt^gro  npon  witness's  place  cut  three  times  with  a  sabre  and  shot; 

is  threateuad  with  punishment  for  burying  this  negro ;  no  one  punished  for 

the  ol^nsea  committed  that  night ;  Epps,  Kelley,  and  another  confided  tn 

March 1071 

bill  foond  by  the  grand  jury  against  the  firemen  concerned   in  these  out- 

raf^ 1072,1074 

intimidation  prevents  prosecution ;  object  of  these  acts  of  violence .^ 1072 

people  afraid  to  speak  against  the  Kn-Klux .5iU2ed.bv.v- . .  1073,  )074 

effect  of  the  Ku-Klux  bill;  the  Eckridge case 1073 


FOSTER,  KOBERT  S.— nontinued. 

jurief  will  conyict  upon  reMonable erideoee  ...• • • «..*•.  1075, 1078 

paickns  bv  the  governor  and  their  sappoted  effect 1076-1078 

the  rewards  offered;  dteposilioB id  tiest  eolored  people kkidlj 1076,1077 

whippiDff  of  William  Sbarpe * 1078,1079 

tone  of  toe  prees  generally  favorable  to  ibe  Ka«Kliiz  operatioaa,  and  had  a 
tendency  to  eneonrage  lawleeeneee ;  social  conation  of  the  Awe  nen  i^ 
committed  the  offense  affainst  bis  colored  man ;  oae  of  tiieai,  Lovoey,  it 

"Cyclops" ^ 1079 

disorf^nization  of  the  Klan •..        1080 

FOSTER.  WILLIAM  G.,  testimony  of e71-681 

forty  years  old ;  bom  in  Gwinnett  County ;  lives  in  Floyd  County ;  •  fiomef ; 

deputy  sheriff  of  Floyd  County 671 

democrat:  in  rebel  anny .«..  676 

arrested  James  Penny  who  confessed  to  acting  with  Ka-Klux ;   his  brotbens 

threatened  for  endeavoring  to  prosecute  a  party  for  killing  a  negro 673 

parties  afraid  to  testify  before  the  committee —  673 

articles  from  the  Rome  Courier  in  respect  to  Kn-Ktei,  and  the  effbrtato  pwiisb 

them .-,  673-674 

effect    of  Ku-Kloz  upon  labor  very  demoralising;  object  of  the  or^faniaa-  » 

copy  of  threatening  letter  sent  Mm  by  8qaire  T.  C.  Hsbbbard ;  bis  fiafc^ 

threatened «.«..•  675 

Intimidation  of  different  parties -.«•  676 

sentiment  of  the  people  as  to  Kn-Klux ;  intisHdatiem  of  jurors ;  diflftenlty  of 

arrest  in  Ka-Klaic  cases ;  character  of  juries 677 

difficulty  in  fretting  canes  before  the  courts ;  fooling  toward  the  colored  race ; 

the  Rome  Courier  a  democratic  oixao  ;  Its  tone  calculated  to  prevent  parties 

being  brought  to  justice 678 

Ku-Klux  dens  in  Chattooga  County  ;  members  of  all  parties  would  he  whipped 

for  iiiterference  with  their  operations ..«  679  . 

views  as  to  secret  societies ••••*.•...«  681 

FOWLEB.  LEVI,  testimony  of. IJ^It-1171 

fifty-five  years  old  ;  born  and  lives  in  Warreulon  Oo«nty ;  merchandising  ...         1161 

killing  of  Dr.  Darden 1161-1 164 

no  one  brought  to  trial  for  the  killing 1164 

causes  leading  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Wallace  and  bis  oharaeter 116i»1165, 1168, 

1169,1170 
negroes  taken  from  the  train  at  Dearing  and  kifled ;  burning  of  a  negfo  at 

Brlnkley*s  Station  ;  shooting  of  a  negro «••        1165 

disguised  men  visit  a  negro  and  tbteaten  him,  and  are  themselves  aftarvaid 

whipped  by  disguised  men 1166,1168 

apprehension  of  the  negroes ;  object  of  the  Kn-Klnx  orier ^ 1 166 

burning  of  achurch ^.^ 1167 

chaiges  against  Sheriff  Norris ..1170,1171 

Freedmen*s  Bureau,  "effect,  Ac,  of &W,  5^,  4083^  40«4, 1094 

Fulward,  Boston,  (colored,)  shooting  of,  (Wilkinson  County,  Augoet,  1871) 359 

Fye,  Cndjo,  (colored,)  rescneof  prisooeni  from  jail,  by .900,996,297 


Gailaher^ohn  C,  shooting  of,  (Washington  County) «..*        1044 

Garrett,  William,  (colored,)  wblpoing  Of,  (F»<7d€onnty,  1870) •. 75 

Garrison,  Jerry,  ^colored,)  homicide  of,  (Cherokee  County,  October,  1868) 066,687 

Garrison,  Jerry,  (colored,)  two  sons  of,  shooting  of,  (Cherokee  Comity,  October, 

le68) 666,687 

GARRISON,  LEANNA,  (colored,)  testimony  of ..-. 666-668 

fifty  odd  years  old ;  bom  in  South  Carolina ;  raised  in  Hall  County  ?  Uvea  ia 

Atlanta 666 

killing  of  her  husband,  Jerry  Garrison,  in  Cherokee  Comnty,  October  31, 1869  ( 
and  shooting  of  two  of  her  sons  by  William  and  James  Clond  and  La£aye*te 

McGraw *...    ^    666 

the  parties  engaged  have  been  arrested  sevetal  times,  but  never  tried « .  667 

GARRISON,  SAMIJEL,  (colored,)  test! raonv  of 687-689 

twenty-seven  years  old ;  bom  in  Cherokee  County ;  lives  in  Atlanta ;  shooi^ 
inff  of  self  and  brother,  and  killing  of  bis  father  by  James  and  William  Ckwd 

and  Mr.  McGraw 687 

the  parties  arretted  several  times,  now  out  en  bail ;  witness  was  laid  «p  fivo 

mouths 688 


Pane. 
OENTBY,  GEORGE  W.,  testimony  of 555*560 

Ibirt^-fiTe  Teftrs  old ;  bom  in  Fayette  County;  lives  in  Haralson  Co«nty ;  a 
famier;  has  been  bailiff  for  several  years .- 555 

connly  repnblioan  from  50  to  75  up  to  last  election,  wben  it  went  democratic 
by  48  BDCHerity 555 

tif  entv  or  tnitiy  men  wfaipped  previous  to  the  election  by  disfpiised  men ;  in- 
timidation of  voters 556 

never  knew  a  democrat  to  be  abused  by  the  Ku-Kinx ;  approval  of  the  Ku* 
Klox  by  Duncan  Monroe ;  votod  the  aeaioeratic  ticket  nntil  1860 ;  now  gen- 
enrtlT  veto  with  tborepnbliean  pafty 557 

R.  I>.  IFwrvey  threatened 509 

Georgia,  extracts  l¥om  the  constitation  of 977,^8 

lieorpa.  resolntions  of  the  State  senate  of Idl4, 1215 

Ute^land,  Mr.,  an  alleged  Ku-KIuz  homicide  of,   (near  Warrenton,  September, 

1«9) 209 

GOGGIN.  HESTER,  (colored,)  testimony  of 408,409 

sixteen  years  old  ;  lives  in  Haralson  County,  Georgia ,  408 

wbippinpr  of  wHnness  and  Charlea  Little's  wild * '409 

Goldgboro.  Mr.,  whipping  of J 010 

GORDON;  JOHN  B.,  testimony  of. 364-349 

nafivcrof  the  State,  and  a  resident  of  Atlanta ;  bas  been  a  law3'or  ;  and  was  a 
candidate  for  |»ovemor  in  1808 304 

statement  as  to  the  general  condition  of  affairs  in  the  belt  of  country  bordering 
on  the  coast,  embracing  the  sea  islands,  with  reference  to  state  of  feeling 
between  the  negroes  and  the  whites;  the  ignorance  o/  the  negro  ;  his  pecu- 
liar language  and  religious  superstitions,  6i.c ^^^"^.^i  ^i^,  ^^,  ;H4,  rMfr 

knows  nothing  of  any  Kn-Rlux organization 308 

was  asked  in  1868  to  attach  himself  to  a  secret  organisation,  the  object  of 
which  he  approved ;  gives  causes  of  its  formation  and  dissolution,  and  nature 
of  the  organization,  ic 308,309,321-3-26,340,341,342 

general  character  of  the  judicial  administration , 310 

the  election  kiw  and  its  operation ;  cites  eloction.at  Atlanta 310-312,327-330, 347 

DMiiagement  of  the  State  road  under  the  governor's  appointees 312-3J4, 347 

the  opinion  general  that  the  Kimball  Opora  House  was  built  by  the  money  of 
ike  State;  the  prime  source  of  dissatisfaction  is  the  plundering  of  the  State 
by  the  government * ', 314 

indorsements  by  the  legislature,  of  railroad  bonds 315 

reconstmction  of  the  legislature  by  General  Terry  and  the  democrats 315, 330-332, 

345,348,349 

if  the  programme  set  on  foot  at  Appomattox  Conrt-House  had  been  carried  out 
then  would  have  been  no  disturbance  in  the  South  ;  the  alienation  of  the 
people  increased  since  that  time  bv  the  couTse  pursued  towards  them 
by  the  general  government,  and  by  the  actions  of  the  **  political  carpet-bug- 
geia" 316,317,332,333,334,340,342,343,344,346 

arrest  of  certain  parties  charged  with  killing  Ashbum  *,  their  treatment  in  the 
cells  at  Atlanta ;  trial  before  military  commission  and  their  acquittal ;  wit- 
nesses tortured  to  extort  evidenee  s^inst  them 317,318 

class  of  citizens  affected  b^  the  disabilities  imposed  by  tho  fourteenth  amend- 
ment ;  probable  effect  of  general  amnesty — 318, 31^9 

favored  secession  in  1861 ;  entered  confederate  army  as  captain,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  surrender  commanded  the  second  corps  of  the  army 319 

rsUtiona  between  the  negroes,  their  former  masters,  and  tho  non-slaveholding 
whites ;  no  i^pprehenslons  as  to  collision  between  the  races  ;  the  negroes,  i 
during  and  since  the  war,  hare  behaved  remarkably  well \320,345) 

organisation  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  Slate  thorough  but  not  secret,  and  ~ 

entirelv  distinct  from  the  organization  for  protection  relerred  to 322, 323 

has  heara  of  bands  of  disguised  men  riding  about,  intimidating  and  whipping 
colored  people;  the  only  caao  he  knows  of  where  parties  were  captured  in 
disguise  was  a  caso  in  Chattooga  County  where  the  parties  turned  out  to  be 
repsbHcant;  the  case  stated «  ^^i 

apprtlienalons  of  confiscation  and  execution  nndor  Johnson's  administration. . 


condition  and  feeling  of  the  negroea  while  in  slavery . 

has  not  heard  of  any  of  the  outrages,  about  which  he  is  questioned,  for  the  in- 
timidation of  negro  and  republican  voters 336, 337 

favora a  qualified  suffrage  for  the  negro;  but  would  not  vote  for  tbeir  disfran- 
dOsementasaclaci 337,338,346 

**  carpet-baggers,"  and  their  teachings ;  its  effect  upon  the  colored  vote  .  .339-341, 346 

beUovcg  thcteatrases  have  been  committed  by  disguised  men,  but  that  there 
are  as  few  disturbances  in  the  State  as  iu  any  State  of  the  Union,  and  that  a       ^ 


GOBDON,  JOHN  B.— Continued.  ^ 

Urge  proportion  have  been  committed  bj  the  republican  parfy  for  the  sole 

purpose  of  making  a  political  adyertisement 344 

Union  Leagues  appeared  in  the  8tate  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  recon- 
struction act  of  March  2,  1867,  and  disappeared  about  two  years  ago;  the 

organization  for  protection  subsequent  to  the  appearance  of  the  Leagues 345 

eflfect  of  ihe  reconstruction  policy 345-347 

Grant  Rangers,  organization  of  the ^ 608,613,615,617 

Grant  Sheriff,  homicide  of,  (Augusta) ;...         1122 

GREGORY,  JOHN  AL,  testimony  of 988-991 

forty-eight  years  old  ;  born  in  Virginia;  lives  in  Rome;  a  physician  . ......  988 

some  disturbance  in  the  country  this  year,  among  the  negroes  mostly ^  988 

some  people  belieye  in  a  Ku-Klux  order,  others  not ;  no  public  demonstration 
against  them ;  private  condemnation  and  palliation  ;  influence  of  the  press ; 
failure  of  the  courts  in  suppressing  disorders  ;  effect  upon  the  labor  of  the 
country  ;  no  act  of  violence  since  tho  passage  of  the  Ku-EIux  bill ;  whipping 

of  two  of  Mr,  Bryant's  hands - 

GriflSn,  Mr.,  threats  against 

GrifiSth,  Harry,  (coIored,)whipping  of  (Gwinnett  County,  June,  187J) 642 

Guidon,  Andrew,  shooting  of,  (Wi^lnson  County,  August,  1871) • 360 

H. 

HARDEMAN,  THOMAS,  testimony  of 248,249 

a  resident  of  Macon  ;  was  a  member  of  the  State  senate  and  house  of  represent- 
atives, a  member  of  Congress,  and  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives 
ot  the  State  legislature  ;  is  in  the  commission  and  storage  business;  the  peo- 
ple are  as  quiet  as  any  in  the  Union ;  and  the  laws  are  administered  with 
fairness 248 

has  never  heard  of  a  case  of  disguised  men  mterfering  with  the  people ;  men 

of  all  parties  have  been  voting  their  sentiments  without  intimidation 249 

Hardiman,  Samuel  E.,  whipping  of,  (Oglethorpe  County,  1868  or  1869) 872 

HARGROVE,  Z.B.,  testimony  of.. 73-88,999-1002 

native  of  the  State  and  a  resident  of  Rome ;  is  an  attorney  by  profession ; 
was  mail  agent  under  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration  ;  was  an  officer  in  the 
confederate  army  and  a  true  rebel ;  his  antecedents  all  democratic ;  was  one 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  county,  and  vice-president  of  a  democratic 
club ;  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  and  twice  mayor  of  Rome *. .  73 

'bitter  feeling  against  the  Union  element  near  the  close  of  the  war ;  many  acts 
of  violence  committed  in  consequence  thereof,  and  the  great  cause  l^ing 
thereto ;  espoused  the  republican  cause  in  the  last  election , .  74 

shooting  of  Joe  Kennedy  and  whipping  of  Jourdan  Ware ;  the  reasons  as- 
signed        74,75 

describes  raid  upoif  the  city  of  Rome  on  the  night  of  February  6 ;  white  and 
colored  men  notified  verbally  and  in  writing  not  to  leave  their  homes  on  the 
day  of  the  election  ;  some  of  them  severely  whipped :  whipping  of  William 
Garrett  and  William  Bradham ;  numbers  of  republican  voters  deterred  from 
voting ;  whipping  of  a  colored  man  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Bryant,  of  Pat- 
rick King  and  Hillard  Johnson ;  rapes  upon  Adelia  Horton,  Anna  Bryant, 
and  another  girl 75 

there  were  men  who  fostered  the  Ku-Klux  organization  for  political  eflfect  who 
would  not  countenance  a  murder;  killing  of  an  old  colored  man  named 
Ellison  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Foster ;  ^r,  Foster  notified  in  writing  to 
leave  because  he  co-operated  in  suppressing  these  acts  of  violence ;  warrants 
sworn  out  against  these  parties  ana  rewards  offered  by  the  governor  for  their 
apprehension 76,77 

no  arrests  have  been  made  in  these  cases  of  outrages,  committed  by  disguised 
men ;  all  of  them  have  been  upon  republicans ;  no  democrat  injured,  unless, 
perhaps,  Borden,  attacked  upon  the  highway  by  two  negroes,  not  in  dis^ 
guise 77 

declares  his  intention,  with  the  co-operation  of  Colonel  Foster,  to  break  up 
the  organization 77,78,80 

outrages  committed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Rome  about  three  months  ago, 
whipping,  driving  away  from  home,  breaking  up  farming  operations,  taking 
horses  nway,  &c.,  and  the  reason  assigned  therefor  ;  names  parties- arrestea 
by  Mr.  Forsyth  in  Chattooga  County ;  rewards  offered  by  the  governor 78 

gives  information  obtained  from  members  of  the  order  as  to  the  orpfanization ; 
opinion  as  to  the  political  intent  of  the  order,  and  the  sympathy  of  tho  better 
portion  of  the  order,  even  when  it  does  these  outrageous  acts,  and  cites  the 
case  of  the  shooting  of  Wash.  Calhoun 79,8B 
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HAfiOfiOVE,  Z.  B.^Continned      , 

^iho  difficulty  in  ferreting  out  ana  prosecuting  tbese  men  is  in  consequence  of 
tbo  gympotbj  with  them  and  the  fear  of  assassination ;  and  that  parties  are 

prevented  from  prosecuting  or  testifying  through  fear 80 

.his  opinion  that  as  apolitical  organization  itoccupied*a  considerable  extent 
of  country,  and  was  used  in  the  election  for  governor  and  in  the  recent  elec- 
tion of  the  legislature,  and  that  its  general  purpose  was  to  prevent  the  color- 
ed people  from  voting 601 ,  82 

its  effect  in  intimidating  republican  voters,  and  upon  the  labor  of  the  country ; 
no  general  feeling  of  intimidation  which  prevents  the  people  from  voting  the 

democratic  ticket 81 

names  parties  driven  from  home  .  -- 81 ,  82 

pretexts  or  excuses  offered  for  this  organization ,  82 

its  justification  or  defense  by  newspapers  and  prominent  men,  and  denuncia- 
tion of  the  Kn-Rlux  bill ;  many  persons  driven  from  their  homes  in  Cherokee 

County : 83,85 

what  he  thinks  would  be  proper  remedies  for  these  evils  and  disorders ;  denun- 
ciation of  the  grand  jury  by  the  newspapers  for  reporting  the  Ku-Klux  and 

condemning  it  operations ;  jurors  exclusively  white 84 

opinion  as  to  miscegenation  and  its  extent  and  effects • 84, 85 

a  considerable  number  of  republican  papers  opposed  the  Kn-Klux  bill  upon 
the  ground  that  it  interfered  with  and  was  an  infringement  upon  State 

rights 86,86 

bis  opinion  as  to  the  extract  read  him  from  the  New  York  Evening  Post  rela- 
tive to  the  Ku  Klux  legislation 86 

names  a  democrat  who  acquiesces  with  him  in  not  opposing  the  Ku-Eluz 

bill S7 

defines  his  political  status,  and  states  his  political  aspirations 87, 88 

has  received  no  part  of  the  reward  offered  for  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  cer- 
tain persons  in  Chattooga  County 999 

character  of  this  prosecution  ;  the  rewards  offered  by  the  governor ,         I  QUO 

facts  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Penny,  a  confessed  Ku-Kiux,  before  the  grand  jury 

of  ^loyd  County 1001 

probably  twenty  outrages  within  the  last  three  years  in  the  county,  fairly 

tiaoeablo  to  disguised  bands  ;  no  oco  punished  for  these  offenses 1002 

Harper,  Jim,  (colored,)  whij)ping of,  (Walton  County) 599 

Htrrill,  Mr. ,  father  and  son,  out  rage  upon ,  ( Hancock  County ) 1 022 

HARRIS,  W.  H.,  testimony  of 576-580 

sixty-one  years  old ;  born  in  North  Carolina ;  lives  in  Whitefield  County  ;  a 

retailer  of  spirits  and  a  shoemaker 576 

bad  one  party  of  disguised  men  at  his  house 576, 577 

negro  taken  from  the  jail  in  Spring  Place,  Murray  County,  and  hung ;  hang- 
ing of  a  negro  chargecl  with  killing  a  white  woman ;  Mr.  Nance's  house 

visited 577 

public  sentioient  did  not  find  any  fault  with  these  actions 578 

feeling  in  regard  to  the  drowning  of  the  negro  by  Posey  Sebastian 578, 579 

character  of  Posey  Sebastian 579 

HARRISON,  W.  H.,  (colored,)  testimony  of. 923-932 

twenty -eight  years  old  ;  born  in  Sparta ;  lives  in  Hancock  County  ;  member 
of  the  constitutional  convention  of  1807  ^nd  1868 ;  member  of  the  legislature 
in  1868 ;  candidate  for  re-election  in  1870  ;  member  of  the  republican  State 

central  committee 923 

was  ii  slave (925,9261 

has  been  engaged  in  raising  cotton , 1928-930 ) 

was  a  body- servant 931 

details  of  the  manner  of  conducting  the  election  held  in  Sparta,  December, 

1870;  interference  of  Linton  Stevens 923-925,929 

Jerry  Long  and  William  Culver  killed  by  Ku-Klux  June,  1870 ;  Israel  John- 
son arrested  for  the  murder  of  Long;  his  case  pending  over  since;  more 
cases  of  li^ipping  and  far  greater  in  severity,  in  the  county,* than  in  the 

days  of  slavery ;  no  one  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  for  these  offenses 925 

received  a  dozen  notices,  with  coffins  and  skoletons  on  them,  in  1868,  1869, 

and  1870 926 

number  of  votes  in  the  county,  and  relative  party  and  colored  vote 926,927 

scbool-fand  of  1868  and  1869  applied  to  tho  pay  of  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture; remission  ofpoll-tax  for  1868  and  1869 927,928,»31 

thinks  aU  democrats  are  Ku-Klux  ;  how  the  school-fund  is  raised .^r^ .         .930 

it  is  considered  a  disgrace  for  a  white  man  to  labor  on  a  farm .giti^ddt^v-vaOC    |93. 

Hmifgr,  R.X>.,  threats. against. 
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Havcock»  < Acock.)  whipping  of ^ •, 7, 237, ^38 

HAYES,  HENRY,  (colored,)  testimony  of 866,867 

twenty-iive  years  old  ;  born  in  Walton  County ;  lives  in  Gwinnett  County ; 
whipped  by  the  Ku>Klux,  in  August :  recognized  WiUiam  Smith  and  Wil- 
liam Felker;  was  threatened  with  death  if  he  ever  told -866 

reason  for  his  whipping 867 

HAYS,  RAI^SOM,  (colored,)  testimony  of 681,682 

twenty  years  old;  born  and  lives  in  Walton  County - 681 

saw  the  Ku-Klux  thr^ e  or  four  times ;  saw  five  the  night  they  whipped  Gus 
Mills ;  recognized  Mr.  Folker  and  Jim  Austin  ;  saw  about  e^hty  going  up 
to  Gwinnett  on  horseback ;  whipping  of  Charles  Burson,  Jack  and  Harry 

Allen 681 

saw  eight  at  another  time  ;  how  they  were  disguised 682 

HENDRICKS,  CHARLES,  (colored,)  testimony  of 515-520 

forty-two  years  old ;  bom  in  Butts  County  ;  lives  in  Atlanta ;  was  one  of  the 

committee  of  election  in  1870 ^. , 516 

is  a  carpenter 517 

was  visited  by  the  Ku-Klnx  and  shot  through  the  thigh,  December,  1870.. 516, 517, 519 
was  knocked  down  nt  the  governor's  election,  and  cut  with  a  knife,  by  the  same 

mau  who  shot  him  ;  still  sufiers  from  hii  injuries 517 

Ku-Klux  belong  to  the  democratic  party ;  the  men  whipped  are  republicanfl  ..  518 

Hendricks,  Charles,  (colored,)  shooting  of;  (Gwinnett  County,  December,  1870). .516, 517, 

519,520,521 

HENDRICKS,  MARTHA,  (colored,)  testimony  of 520-a5S 

twenty-eigiit  years  old ;   bom  in  Gwinnett  County ;  lives  in  Atlanta ;  mar- 

rieil 520 

Ku-Klux  raid  on  her  house  ;  wounding  of  her  husband  Charles 520, 521 

Hepsonstall,  Mr.,  whipping  of  step-son  and  wife  of,  (Chattooga  County,  October, 

1871) 1102 

HIGHTOWER,  E.  A.,  testimony  of , 1198-1207 

twenty-seven  yea»«  old ;  bora  in  Greene  County ;  lives  in  Hancock  County, 

school-teacher ;  lived  two  vears  in  Warren  County 1198 

was  in  confederate  army ;  a  democrat 1199 

a  secret  organization  exrated  in  1869  ,*  was  a  member  of  it 1196 

ceremony  of  joining  and  oath  taken 1198,1199,1201,1202,1204 

killing  of  a  negro,  Isaac,  in  his  neighborhood,  1869 1199, 1200, 1203, 1204, 

1206,1207 

signs,  grips  and  passwords  of  the  order 1200 

some  persons  join  in  order  to  keep  the  Klan  off  of  them ;  object  of  the  order.  1201, 1202 

has  never  known  a  democratic  negro  whipped 1208 

manuscript  statement  of  witness,  prepared  upon  application  of  Sh^lff  J.  C. 

Norris 1203 

w hi pping  of  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Lawrence  Battle 1204 

killing  of  Doctor  Darden  and  Wallacei;  general  security  of  well-behaved  peo- 
ple of  all  colors  ;  general  feeling  of  the  whites  toward  the  blacks ;  no  reason 

to  doubt  that  juries  will  do  justice 12C5 

threats  of  using  the  military 1205, 1206 

bribery  of  Chap.  Norris - 1206 

knows  of  no  one  punished  for  Ku-Klux  outrages 1207 

HILL,  B.  U.,  testimony  of 752-816 

forty-eight  years  old ;  native  of  Georgia ;  lives  in  Athens ;  a  lawyer  and  a 

planter : 752 

never  held  office  under  the  United  States ;  an  old-line  whig ;  a  practicing  law- 
yer of  26  years 756 

was  a  slave-holder ^ 757 

a  Union  man 760 

twico  member  of  the  State  legislature;  burned  in  effigy  as  an  abolitionist....  761 

imprisoned  in  Fort  Lafayette  in  1865 762 

makes  detailed  statement  of  his  connection  as  counsel  for  the  defense  in  the 
Holliday  case,  denying  Mr,  Holliday^s  assertions ;  disclaiming  any  knowledge 
of  Ku-Klux ;  giving  his  conversation  with  Mr.  Holliday,  and  his  eflforts  to- 
ward the  release  of  the  prisoners  after  the  failure  of  the  grand  jury  to  find  a 

bill 753-756 

thinks  Holliday  crazy 755,775,776 

negroes  competent  witnesses  in  the  courts  of  Georgia ;  testimony  of  a  negro 
not  influenced  by  any  passion  of  avarice,  fear,  or  superstitious  notions,  very 
reliable :  otherwise,  wholly  unreliable;  as  a  race  exceedingly  liable  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  all  the  passions  alluded  to 766 

what  his  course  would  be  in  prosecuting  or  defending  a  negro 756, 757 
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the  greatest  misfortune  that  has  befallen  the  ne^,  the  exclusion  from  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  ereat  body  of  the  old  slave-hoTders ;  no  difference  of  sentiment 
among  respectable  men  as  to  these  crimes  of  whipping,  &c 757 

constitutional  qualifications  of  g^and  jurors 757, 758 

■  justice  done  to  negroes  in  civil  suits;  they  stand  the  very  best  chance ;  con> 
f  siderable  trouble  in  the  labor  system,  o^ng  to  the  default  of  negro  laborers 
1  and  from  a  class  of  whites  intent  on  cheating ;  con-ection  of  these  evils  w^oe- 
I  fully  impeded  by  the  class  of  men  in  control  of  the  State  government ;  the 
1  tendency  of  the  laws  in  direct  conflict  with  the  sentiment  of  the  people ;  the 
^  greatest  evils  that  a£9ict  the  labor  system,  the  results  of  the  reconstruction  i 
measures J7B8 

his  course  and  advice  to  the  people  on  the  reconstruction  measures  and  the        ^    ■" 
results 758,759,775  / 

has  no  knowledge  of  any  sentiment  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  Unil^  " 
States 759 

probable  effect  of  general  amnesty  end  the  withdrawal  of  Federal  power 759, 7G0 

best  for  all  classes  to  have  the  government  of  Georgia  returned  to  the  hands 
of  the  old  slave-holding  population ;  the  government  no^^  in  the  hands  of 
men  incapable  and  dishonest ;  the  class  of  people  to  whom  he  refers 760 

the  reason  tor  the  old  Union  men  adhering  to  the  secessionists  after  the  close 
of  the  rebellion 761,762 

expression  of  his  opinion  on  reconstruction,  by  letter  and  speech,  in  1865, 1866, 
and  1868 :  762 

opinions  of  the  whigs  and  Union  men  as  to  secession ;  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government,  reconstruction,  &c 762, 763, 764 

thinks  the  article  quoted  from  a  Nashville  paper  on  carpet-baggers  exceedingly 
inaccurate ;  defines  a  '  *  carpet-bagger  '* 764 

defines  a  *'  scalawag ;"  but  few  officers  in  the  State  who  are  not  carpet-baggers 
or  scalawags :  with  individual  exceptions,  no  gentleman  of  respectability 
would  take  ofiice  in  the  State  government ;  very  few  of  the  native  citizens 
have  taken  part  under  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress 765 

what  he  thinks  would  have  been  the  condition  of  affairs  had  Georgia  been  al- 
lowed to  elect  such  men  as  she  chose 7«5, 766 

the  judiciary  tolerably  fair ;  the  extravagant  and  unjustifiable  use  of  the  par- 
doning power  has  created  a  sense  of  insecurity,  and  given  birth  to  Ru-Klux 
bands..: 766,767,780 

governor  Bullock  elected  b^  a  fraudulent  count  of  votes,  and  charged  with 
bribery ;  licentiousness  of  the  press ;  the  large  rewards  offered  unprecedented 

^       and  have  had  a  very  evil  effect 767 

**   the  legislation  on  the  subject  of  labor  and  employment  by  the  first  legislature 

afler  Johnson's  reconstruction  was  intended  to  be  wise,  fair,  and  just,  andi  t 

in  accord  with  tho  governing  sentiment  of  the  United  States feSZ^-ZS?-/ 

if  the  slave-holders  had  been  unanimous  in  denouncing  secession,  it  would  have 
been  impossible ;  a  majority  did  so  in  county  meetings ;  the  press  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  secession  democracy  and  the  Union  whigs 768 

many  pe<^le  disbelieve  in  the  existence  ofa  regular  organization  oftheKu-Klux ; 
most  people  now  concede  that  there  have  been  bauds,  local,  temporary,  and 
sporadic  in  their  character;  they  are  justified  by  some,  but  not  by  the  great 
body  of  the  people 769 

shooting  of  Wallace  by  Darden ;  Darden  hanged  by  disguised  men 769, 770 

thinks  Ashbum  and  Adkins  were  killed  by  their  politi^  friends  for  political 
effect ;  cannot  name  a  case  of  any  one  being  punished  for  alleged  Ku-Klux 
outrages 770 

is  unable  to  give  a  very  satisfactory  reason  for  the  democratic  press  denying  the  ex- 
istenceof  the  Ku-Klu±  organization,  and  discountenancing  with  unmeasured 
abuse  every  effort  to  punish  such  offenses 771 

received  a  notice  to  leave  the  State,  signed  K.  K.  K.,  but  thought  it  a  joke ;  re- 
publicans always  spoken  of  as  radicals,  and  occupy  much  the  situation  of 
abolitionists  before  the  war,  if  possible  with  a  little  more  odium 772 

the  people  are  willing  to  accept  the  amendments  conferring  civil  and  political 

rights  as  an  end  to  the  controversy 772, 773 

the  incoming  legislature,  November  1,  1871,  democratic;  his  views,  read  to 
him  from  Mr.  Bedfield's  account  of  the  interview,  stated  correctly ;  thinks 
the  Icadine  democrats  of  the  State  opposed  to  these  views,  but  that  they  are 
sustained  by  the  leading  whigs  and  Union  democrats 773 

number  included  within  the  scope  of  the.  third  section  of  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment several  thousand  of  the  very  best  people ;  this  element  of  the  people 
imbittered  upon  the  subject  of  reconstruction 774 
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no  greater  average  of  crime,  inclncKng  Ku-Kluz  outrages,  ia  Georgia  thoD  in 

Northern  States  with  equal  population 776 

imniigraiion  of  northern  farmers  and  mechanics  desirable;  they  would  bo 
welcome,  a^d  would  be  treated  with  entire  respect,  sociallj  and  otherwise ; 
their  political  a£Bliations  would  make  no  difference ;  cites  case  of  Captain 
True :. T77 

facts  aj3  to  social  intercouise  with  families  from  the  North;  objections  to  the 
reconstruction  measures -• 778 

his  hopes  and  roisgiyings  for  the  future  of  Georgia ;  the  great  body  of  thinking 
men  sympathize  with  these  views >. 779 

very  little  exodus  of  the  colored  population ;  knows  of  no  contradiction  to  the 
material  facts  in  the  report  of  R.  H.  Adkinson,  secretary  of  the  ex.'cutive  de- 
partment, relative  to  pardon  statistics,  but  they  do  not  controvert  his  own 
statements  to  the  committee 780 

a  strong  disposition  upon  the  part  of  many  to  assail  the  action  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  State,  oy  making  an  array  of  evil  consequences  and  by  a  very 
liberal  imputation  of  motives ;  belief  that  the  military  power  of  the  United 
States  has  been  used  for  blackmailing  and  terrorizing ;  thinks  this  largely 
true  in  Warren  County,  in  behalf  of  Chap  Norris ;  Chap  Norris*s  reputation 
exceedingly  execrable ;  would  not  consider  him  in  any  case  a  credible  wit- 
ness   781 

results  of  his  investigation  in  the  Ashbum  case,  as  to  character,  position,  and 
the  cause  of  his  death 782,784,785,786 

the  case  investigated  by  General  Meade  with  unusual  vigor;  many  arrests 
made  and  the  parties  subjected  to  very  rigorous  confinement ;  this  treatment 
went  as  far  to  imbitter  the  people  against  the  Government  as  any  one  act  that 
ever  occurred - , (782 

jtniversal  belief  that  the  torture  of  the  sweat-box  was  resorted  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  testim<my ;  utter  disregard  of  the  ordinary  protection  of 
defendants  in  sucn  a  case ;  prosecution  finally  broken  down,  and  the  prison- 
ers -roleased ;  military  authority  makes  investigation  into  cases  of  alleged 
violation  of  pxivate  contracts,  enforcing  the  civil  rights  of  the  citizens  with- 
out regard  to  the  civil  tribunals , , /783  j 

'         effect  of  the  reconstruction  measures  and  the  policy  of  the  Government  toward 

I  theState 1 784 

thinks  Dr.  Ayer  was  killed  by  a  negro  for  money 785 

tlie  Ku-Klox  have  punished  persons  who  have  committed  no  improprieties, 
and  have  originated  charges  against  their  victims 786 

many  republicans  are  Ku-Klux ;  in  some  counties  a  majority  of* them ;  cites  a 
case  in  Chattooga  County ;  has  heard  of  a  number  of  republicans  outraged 
by  the  Ku-Klnx,  but  of  no  democrat ;  some  of  the  injuries  inflicted  upon 
radicals  self-inflicted,  for  the  purpose  of  stirring  up  feeling  in  the  North  ....  787 

these  cases  few  in  number 788 

burning  of  Mr.  Holliday 's  mill  property  and  cotton-gin 788, 790  791 

many  of  the  Eu-Klux  outrages  committed  for  private  ends 788 

believes  Dr.  Darden  was  killed  by  the  Ku-Klux  \  his  views  in  general  as  to 
the  organitatious,  the  parties  concerned  arid  individual  cases  cited;  it  is  time 
that  these  outrages  ought  to  be  put  an  end  to  by  some  power 789 

while  some  have  been  afraid  to  make  application  for  justi(;e,  there  has  been  no 
reason  for  that  fear;  the  people  have  not  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  exercise 
their  own  power  to  rectify  these  abuses  in  the  State  generally ;  no  reason 
why  justice  should  not  be  done  in  Floyd  County 791 

bis  speech  delivered  before  the  Toung  Men's  Democratic  Union,  October  13, 

1868 791-798 

address  before  the  Society  of  Alumni,  University  of  Georgia,  July  31, 1871. ..  799-808 

report  of  B<  H.  Atkinson,  secretary  executive  department,  relative  to  pardon 

statistics 809-810 

HILL,  JOHN,  testimony  of 712-714 

thirty -six  years  old ;  bom  in  Cobb  County ;  lives  in  Gwinnett  County ;  a  farmer ;    * 
have  had  liquor  for  sale 712 

attends  a  stallion 714 

thinks  there  are  Ku-Klux ;  heard  two  persons  say  they  belonged  to  the  Klan..  712 

Ku-Klux  graves;  baa  never  been  disturbed;  Ku-Klux  democratic 713 

was  threatened  with  ^e  lash  for  being  a  radical ;  voted  the  democratic  ticket  last 
election,  because  he  thought  it  was  safer ;  thinks  he  would  be  in  danger  had 
he  come  before  the  committee  voluntarily 714 
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HINTON.  ALEXANDER,  (colored,)  teetiraony  of. 694,695 

tbiity-siz  jears  old ;  born  in  North  Carolina ;  liTes  in  Atlanta ;  came  from 
Walton  County,  lived  there  from  his  sixth  year  to  emancipation;   shooting 

of  witness,  and  killing  of  his  brother  by  Dave  Harris  in  the  fall  of  1865 694 

HlntoD,  Alp3tander,  homicide  of  brother  of,  (Walton  Connty,  1865) <»94 

BOLCOMBE,  G.  B.,  testimony  of 496-500 

forty-six  years  old ;  bom  and  lives  in  White  County :  notified  by  the  Ka-Klux 

not  to  attend  the  United  States  court 496 

names  parties  he  identified;  was  waylaid  and  shot  through  the  leg  as  he 
returned  from  court  in  May  last ;  his  horse  killed :  fiist  heard  of  the  Ku-Klox 
in  March ;   Silas  Hutcheus  whipped,  and  run  off;   no  parties  brought  to 

trial  and  punished 497 

his  shooting  and  the  killing  of  Mr.  Cason  prophesied  by  M.  K.  Palmer ;  was 
a  democrat^  secessionist,  and  rebel  soldier ;  killing  ofi  Mr.  Cason,  deputy 
marshal,  NoTcmber  9.  1870;  no  arrests  made  in  the  case;  colored  people 

cannot  get  justice  in  the  coui-ts ;  is  again  notified  thai  be  would  be  shot 498 

thinks  he  was  shot  by  a  man  named  Brock 496, 499 

illicit  distilling  in  White  County 499 

objects  of  the  Ku-Kluz  organization;  killing  of  Mr.  Cason;  the  Kn-Klnx 

belong  to  the  democratic  party 500 

BoUomb,  G.  B.,  shooting  of,  (White  County,  May,  187 1 ,) 1 . . . . 493, 497, 908, 909, 912 

HOLI.IDAY,  ELIZABETH,  testimonv  of 414-417 

thii  ty-eight  years  old ;  lives  in  Jackson  County,  Georgia ;  is  married  ;  visited 

by  KuKlux  July  25or26;  details  of  the  outrage 414,415 

her  husband  charged  with  being  a  radical 415 

no  general  disapproval  of  the  doings  of  the  Kn-Klux ;  Ku-Klux  caves 416 

her  husband  a  democrat  and  a  Union  man  during  the  war 417 

BOLLIDAY,  F.  M.,  testimony  of 400-462 

thirty -five  years  old ;  bom  and  lives  in  Jacksop  County ;  farmer 460 

burning  of  his  brother*s  mill-house,  cotton'mill,  gin-house,  and  cotton,  &o., 
October,  1871 ;  number  of  Ku-Klnx  in  the  State;  public  meeting  to  suppress 

Ku-Kluxing ;  his  brothers  hands  threatened  and  driven  off  last  week 461 

HoUidav,  J.  K,  burning  of  mills,  gin-houses,  &c.,  of 46 1 ,  788, 790, 791 

Holliday,  J.  R.,caseof 753-756 

lloUiday,  J.  R.,  character  of 755,775,776 

Holliday,  J.  R,  outrage  upon,  (Jackson  County,  July,  1871.) 414,415,418,535,536 

HOLLIDAY,  J.  R.,  testimony  of 417-434 

forty*one  years  old  ;  bom  and  lives  in  Jackson  Connty,  Georgia ;  farmer  and 

mill-Wright... 1 417 

opposed  secession ; 418 

attack  upon  his  house,  details  of  fight ;  names  of  parties  eng^aged 418 

Ku-Klux  originated  there  since  April  last ;  Kn-Klux  caves ;  parties  threatened  ; 

Mitchell  Reed  whipped ;  Ku-Klux  justified ;  their  object 419 

funds  raised  for  bribery 419,422,423 

rascality  in  voting :  character  of  the  members  of  the  Kn-Klux  organization ; 

causes  of  opposition  to  the  negroes 420 

agreement  to  stop  Ku-Kluxing 421 

Ku-Klux  on  the  grand  jury 422 

Ben  Hill  promises  there  shall  be  no  more  Ku-Kluxing 423 

burning  of  court-house 423, 424 

Holsenbake,  Mr.,  homicide  of  Mr.  Fish  by 293 

Hooucides: 

Adams,  Kitchen 282 

Adkins,  Senator 1 36, 207, 208, 231; 268, 269, 2a% 284, 61 0,737, 742, 770, 1019, 102 1, 

1023-1026,1150,1151, 1158,1210,1211 
Allen,  Thomas  M.,  brother-in-law  of,   (colored,)  (Jasper  County,  October, 

1868) : 607,608 

Ashbum,  George 136, 184, 186-188, 431, 4;)3, 451-453, 532, 533, 610, 770, 782, 784, 

785,78t>,  1035, 1036 

Ayer,  Dr 610,785,1019 

Barmore,Mr.,  (Tennessee,  1868) 748 

Boy,  (Walton  County) 594 

Cason,  Mr.,  (White  County,  November,  1870) 498,500,503,504,1172,1177 

Clark,  Charles,  (clored,)  (Morgan  County,  September,  1871)  ...666,664,720,723,725 

Cody,  Mr 282 

Creech,  Mr.,  father  and  son,  (Jackson  County) 280,1120 

Culver,  Will,  (colored,)  (Hancock  County,  June,  1870) 206,207,925,988 

Daniel,  Jacob,  (colored,)  (Walton  Connty,  HJe9) 865 

Darden,  Dr.,  (Warrenton,  March.  1869) 197-201, 220, 2»l, 267, 282, 2o3, 769, 770, 

1018, 1161-1 164, 1205, 121C 
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Bease,  Joel,  (Wilkinson  County,  September,  1871)  ....r 359,  ]0:)6 

Deason,  Mat.,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871 ) :«9, 368,  36:1 

Eager,  Washington,  (Washington  County,  April,  1871 ) 668 

Fish,  Mr 293 

Garrison,  Jerry,  (colored, )  (Cherokee  County,  October,  1866) 666, 687 

Giesland,  Mr.,  (near  Warreuton,  September,  1869) 209 

Grant,  Sheriff,  (Augusta) 1124 

Hinton,  Alexander,  brother  of,  (colored, )  (Walton  County,  1865) 694 

Hull,  Wash.,  (colored,)  (Hancock  County,  June,  1871) 207 

Jackson,  Allen,  (colored,^  (Greene  County) 699 

Jcffers,  Perry,  and  sons,  (colored,)  (near  Bearing,  September,  1869) 210,211,1029 

Jeffers,  Perry,  son  of * 209 

Jones,  Cliarles,  (colored,)  (Madison  County) 1061 

Lewis,  Robert,  (colored, )  (Greene  CouDty ) 699 

Long,  Jerry,  (colored,)  (Hancock  County,  June,  1870) 925,987,988 

Lovelace,  Columbus,  (colored,)  (Pike  County,  August,  1871) 685 

Meadows,  George,  (Wilkinson  County,  September,  1871 ) 359 

Moore,  Matt.,  (colored,)  (Whitefield  County,  August,  1871) 568,571,575 

Negroes  (names  not  given) 22, 30, 35, 36. 18:^  186, 21 1 ,  214, 217, 218, 359, 360, 385, 

574,575,577,839,847,1044,1108,1112,1113,1117,1118,1120, 
1 122, 1 165, 1199, 1200,  1203, 1204, 1206, 1207 

Starrett,  Dave,  (colored, )  (Habersham  County,  1865) 484, 487 

Terry,  Mr.,  and  six  sons,  (Walton  County) ' 610 

Turner,  Abram,  (colored,)  (Putnam  County) 611,706,707, 10:i9 

Wallace,  Daniel,  ( colored, )  ( Walton  County ) 594 

Wallace,  Mr.,  (Warrenton,  March,  1869) 197, 198,220,221,266,267,288,289,769, 

770, 1024, 1025, 1 J64, 1165,  1168, 1 109,  1 170,  J205, 1210 

Walthall,  John,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 407,412,471,473,544,547, 1010 

Warner,  Major,  (Columbus,  1865  or  1866) 184, 188, 189 

White  men 1097,1098 

Horson,  Adelia,  rape  of,  (near  Rome) 75 

Houses  burned : 

HoUiday's,  J.R 4(i^, 788,790, 791 

Ivey's,  Mary 872 

McCoy's,  James.... 390,391,303,395,812,1126 

Owens's,  Jeremiah fc^l 

HOWARD,  CHARLES  WALLACE,  testimony  of 828-845 

native  of  Georgia  ;  lives  in  Atlanta ;'  editor  of  the  Plantation,  an  agricultural 

newspaper  ;  was  a  Presbyterian  minister  for  twenty-five  years 828 

vice-president  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society  ;  a  graduate  of  tho  theological 

seminary  at  Princeton 833 

was  a  captain,  during  the  war,  in  the  confederate  army 837 

present  agricultural  condition  of  the  State  as  compared  with  that  of  three  or.  -. 

five  years  ago,  and  the  progress  made b^^jSOy 

restoration  of  fortunes,  and  me  building  up  of  towns ;   increase  of  the  com- 
merce of  Savannah 830 

development  of  the  railway  system  ;  condition  of  educational  interests  ;  edu- 
cation of  negroes  meets  the  general  sanction  of  the  better  disposed 831 

general  condition  of  the  country;  apart  from  instances  of  lawlessness  the 
State  never  in  a  sounder  condition,  as  to  morals,  and  the  execution  of  the 

laws  than  at  present -- 832 

pardons  by  the  governor 832, 839, 840, 841 

vices  of  the  negroes,  indolence,  theft,  and  sensuality ;  conduct  of  the  negroes 
since  the  war  orderly  and  quiet,  to  a  wonderful  degree ;   extensive  cotton-         i      i 

planting;  coal  and  iron  resources l^3| 

causes  of  the  great  improvement  in  the  industries  and  material  condition  of 

the  State * 834 

the  vices  of  the  negro  greatly  increased  since  the  abolition  of  slavery 835 

cause  of  the  repeal  of  the  laws  permitting  nogioes  to  learn  to  read;  no  system 

of  common  schools  in  operation * 836 

his  hopes  for  the  future  of  Georgia ;  eagerness  of  the  colored  people  to  learn . .  837  • 

social  exclusion  of  female  teachers  from  the  North ;   genor&l  social  ostracism 

of  ladies  from  the  North 838 

better  for  the  negroes  as  a  race  had  they  remained  in  slavery ;  they  considejp      . 
they  have  gained  a  great  result ;  the  people  would  not  re-establish  slavery.  483^  644, 

845 
knows  of  a  single  instance  where  a  man  was  whipped  for  adultery,  by  a  band 
of  disguised  men ;  a  negro  killed  by  three  men  in  Barlow  County 83^ 
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report  of  R.  H.  Atkhison  on  parddn  statistics 840,841 

Increase  of  scnsatUity  and  infanticide  among  the  blacks S42 

unreliability  of  negro  testimony 844 

HOYT.  LIEUTENANT  GEORGE  S.,  testimony  of 1111.1119 

second  lieutenant  in  Eighteenth  United  States  Infanti-y;  in  Georgia  since 
April,  1^J69;  in  Atlanta,  from  April  to  June,  1869;  in  Warrenton  until  the 
latter  part  of  August ;  then  to  Union  Point,  Greene  County ;  never  met  with 

forcible  resistance  to  orders 1111 

whipping  of  Mr.  Brassel,  Glascock  County,  and  his  iiyrestigation  of  the  case, 

July,  1869 1111-1112 

)aB  investigation  of  the  whipping  and  killing  of  a  negro  on  Mr.  Marchman^s 
place,  in  Hancock  County,  and  the  retaliation  upon  Mr.  Marchman  by  ne« 

^oes,  September,  1869;  the  negroes  punished 1112,1113,1117,1118 

whipping  of  Mr.  Hurlbut  in  Greensborough,  September,  1869 1113 

whipping  of  Abe  Colby,  Greensborough,  Septemoer,  1869 1113, 1 1 14 

negro  whipped  in  Oj^lethorpe  County 1114 

di^>08ition  made  of  the  testimony  taken  in  these  cases;  no  investigation  in 

cases  of  civil  contract  by  tho  military 1115 

ehargeaof  bribery  against  Chap  Norris 1116,1117 

does  not  know  of  a  case  of  punishment  for  Ku-Klux  outrages;  a  general  or- 
ganization existed  in  1868;  thinks  it  broken  up  in  a  measure  and  now  local        1118 

tone  of  the  democratic  press  as  to  Ku-Klux  outrages 1118, 1119 

Hughes,  B.  T.,  whipping  of;  (Haralson  County,  1871) 1011 

HUGHES,  C.  C,  testimony  of 539-543 

twenty-seven  years  old ;  bom  in  Cherokee  County ;  lives  in  Haralson  County  539 

was  visited  by  Ku-Klux  and  whipped.  May  7,  1871 539,540 

whipped  on  account  of  politics 540 

Ku«K lux  democratic,  their  victims  republicans 541 

DO  arrests  made 542 

Hnghe^  C.  C,  whipping  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 539,540,1010 

Hull,  Wash.,  (colored,)  homicide  of,  (Hancock  County,  June,  1871) 207 

Hurlbut,  Mr.,  whipping  of,  (Greensborough,  September,  1869) 1113 

Hurt,  AaroB,  (colored,)  tarring  and  feathering  by  negroes,  of  (Savannah,  November, 

1868) .: 176 

Hutc^iens,  Sihisi  whipping  of,  (White  County,  1871) 497 


INOERSOLL,  H.  D.,  testimony  of 1171-1182 

thirty  years  old ;  bom  in  Massachusetts ;  lives  in  Loudsville,  White  County ; 

book-keeper  for  a  gold-mining  company ;  came  in  September,  1865 1171 

notary  public  a  short  time * 1 179 

a  republican  or  northern  man  has  no  protection  in  the  courts ;  cased  cited  ..1171, 1172, 

1176,1177,1180,1181 

object  of  the  Ku-Klux 1172 

killing  of  Mr.  Cason  and  whipping  of  some  negroes ;  politics  the  cause 1172, 1177 

effect  of  the  presence  of  the  military 1173 

presentment  of  the  grand  jury 1173,1174,1175 

intimidation  of  voters - , 1173 

feeling  of  the  community  toward  northern  republicans ;  case  cited  ...  1174, 1178, 1179, 

1181,1182 

Georgia  school  system 1179 

Indmidation  of  complainants 10, 24, 80, 213, 525, 600, 866, 920, 1013, 1038, 1072, 1102 

Intimidation  of  voters 10,12,14,16,18,19,44,51,68,7.5,81,213,236,248,271,289,404, 

405, 428, 435, 454-459, 484, 485, 486, 556, 631 ,  738, 741 , 

873, 1103, 1127, 1128, 1 147-1 150, 1152, 1 153, 1173, 1183, 1 184 

lAtamidation  of  witnesses,  jurors,  &c  .60, 213, 490, 496, 509, 640, 073, 677, 908, 959, 1004, 1005 

IvOT,  Mary,  burning  of  the  house  of 872 

IVEY,  WESLEY,  (colored,)  testimony  of 650,651 

forty-three  years  old ;  bom  and  lives  in  Jackson  County ;  never  troubled  by 
KuKlux 650 

J. 

Jackson,  Allen,  (colored, )  homicide  of,  (Greene  County) 699 

Jail,  Jefferson  County,  rescue  by  Cudjo  Fye,  of  prisoners  from  the 280, 296, 297 

Jail,  mutilation  of  prisoners  taken  from  the  Louisville  ....281,282,296-298,904, 1043, 1120 

Jeffers,  Perry,  homicide  of  son  of. 209 

Jgfcrs,  Perry,  hanging  of  wife  of 209 
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JefferS)  Perry,  and  family,  attack  upon 209 

Jeflfers,  Ferry,  and  sons,  homtddo  of,  (Dearing,  September,  1869) 210,211, 1029 

JENNINGS,  WILLIAM,  testimony  of 1125-1140 

assessor  of  internal  revenne  fbr  fourth  district 1125 

forty-six  counties  in  his  district 1126 

a  republican 1128 

Iar(^  number  of  illicit  distillers ;  their  combination  for  protection  and  aggres- 
sive actions ;  burning^  of  Mr.  McCoy's  house,  in  Cherokee  County,  1870 , 

informers  liable  to  suffer ^ 1126 

whipping  of  a  negro  in  Banks  County .....115^6,1127 

thiuKS  the  memb^  of  the  Ku-Klnx  are  principally  illicit  distillers  and  illicit 
traders  in  tobacco,  and  that  the  order  has  not  much  political  signification..  1127, 1134 

intimidation  of  voters ,...1127,1128 

reneral  character  of  the  administration  of  justice -^ 1128, 1 129 

thinks  some  juries  influenced  by  personal  considerations ;  sectional  prejudice; 

increase  of  good  feeling 1129 

probable  effect  of  general  amnesty 1129,1134,1137 

illicit  distillation  without  regard  to  party  affiliations 1130 

illicit  distillation  in  Brooklyn,  New  York 1130,1131 

meetings  held  to  suppress  illicit  distillation 1131 

remedy  for  existing  evils ;  the  schoolmaster ;  business  proscription 1132 

character  and  influence  of  colored  preachers 1132,1133,1137,1138 

feeling  of  the  people  averse  to  educating  the  colored  people ;  social  proscrip- 
tion of  teachers  of  colored  schools ;  prejudice  against  Yankees ;  meaning  of 

"Yankee" 1133 

believes  there  is  a  Ku-KIux  organization;  has  received  threatening  letters; 

Ku-Klux  in  IMoyd  and  Chattooga  Counties ;  has  a  political  significance 1 134 

tone  of  the  democratic  press  as  to  Ku-Klux  outrages 1135 

character  of  Rev.  Charles  Howard;  teaching  of  colored  schools  by  ladies..  1136, 1138, 

1139 
some  among  the  disfranchised  who  opposed  secession ;  burning  of  churches 

and  school-houses  common  in  1867  and  1868 1137 

»  effect  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Stephens's  teaching - 1138 

white  political  preachers 1138,1139 

JETER,  AURY,  (colored,)  testimony  of * 666-567 

thirty-five  years  old;  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Georgia '  565 

lives  in  Atlanta;    born  a  slave;    wife  of  Columbus  Jeter;  raided  by  Ku- 
Klux  and  beaten ;  exposure  of  her  person ;  had  been  teaching  day-school ; 

went  to  school  in  Knoxville  and  Memphis 56$ 

recognized  four  of  the  assaulting  party ;  is  a  quadroon 567 

Jeter,  Aury,  (colored,)  outrage  upon,  (Douglas  County,  April,  1871) 566,637-639, 

959-961,964,968,969,972,973 

JETER,  COLUMBUS,  (colored,)  testimony  of 56tf^>65 

forty-one  years  old ;  bom  in  Greene  County ;  lives  in  Douglas  County 560 

is  visited  b^  the  Ku-Klux  and  shot,  April  4,  1871 560,561 

difliculty  with  Mr.  Morris 561 

tries  to  secure  protection -  562 

has  not  yet  recovered  from  his  wounds 568 

his  attempts  to  obtain  justice 564,565 

Jeter,  Columbus,  (colored,)  shooting  of,  (Douglas  County,  April,  1871). 560,561,566, 

637-639, 959-961 ,  964, 968, 969, 972, 973 

Johnson,  Hilliard,  (c4)lored,)  whipping  of,  (near  Rome) 68, 75 

JOHNSON,  JOHN,  (colored,)  testimony  of. 664-666, 867-WO 

twenty  five  or  twenty-six  years  old ;  bom  in  Newton  County ;  lives  in  Madi- 
son, Morgan  County 664 

left  in  September  on  account  of  threats  ;  jail  broken  into  and  Charles  Clarke 

killed;  the  crowd  came  from  the  mayor^s  office 664 

had  been  helping  guard  the  jail ;  name  of  parties  recognized 664, 666 

was  before  the  committee  last  week ;  returned  to  Madison,  Morgan  County, 

on  Friday 867 

has  had  to  lie  out  every  night ;  is  threatened  with  death  and  leaves ;  Monday 

Floyd  threatened 868 

his  house  searched  by  Marshal  Hogne  for  stolen  clothes 868-870 

Jones,  Charles,  (colored,)  homicide  of,  (Madison) 1061 

JONES,  H.  C.»  testimonv  of 1207-1212 

twenty-five  years  old;  bom  in  Griffin;  lives  in  Decatur;  attoraey-at-law 1207 

Character  of  Chap.  Norris 1207,1208,1210 

Knows  nothing  of  the  Ku-Klux ;  has  seen  a  band  of  men  riding  at  nigkt  in 
Wanen  County J208 
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has  been  invited  to  go  out  and  deal  with  men  that  the  courts  did  not  deal 

with:  instances  the  case  of  a  Miss  Harrill 1209,1210 

general  disposition  of  courts  and  juries  to  do  justice 1209 

effects  of  pardons  by  the  governor 1210 

killing  of  Senator  Adkins J2ia,121l 

killing  of  Dr.  Darden  and  Mr.  Wallace 12J0 

character  of  Mr.  John  Neal 1212 

JONES,  WARREN,  (colored,)  testimony  of 689-692 

thirty -nine  years  old ;  bomHn  North  Carolina ;  was  brought  to  Warren 
County,  Georgia;  lives  now  in  Atlanta;  left  Warren  County  20th  of  last 
March ;  is  threatened  with  death  by  Obadiah  Laseter,  and  leaves  through 

fearof  theKu-Klux /       689 

worked  for  Laseter  over  a  year  and  received  no  pay te9-69iy 

abundance  of  Ku-Klux ;  burning  of  bush-arbors  ;  school  broken  up;  negroes^ 

not  allowed  to  have  preaching,  or  talk  politics ;  kinds  of  disguises  worn  by 
the  Ku-Klux ;  could  not  coant  the  number  of  whippings  done  by  them ;  the 

white  people  have  nothing  to  say  against  them 690 

some  radicals  among  the  Ku-Kluz  ;   they  are  hired ;  has  made  no  attempt  to 

sue  Laseter ^ _,        691 

copy  of  contract , IG91-(?!^) 

Judiciary,  character,  &c.,  of 137, 265, 269, 270,  £00, 310, 370, 701, 766,  Si  \ ,  teDTH^f^T^ 

W3,M4,945,346 

Juries,  character,  composition,  &c,  of 37,54,84,245,247,26rs5nfi,370,4'2->,5ti*J,5;il, 

606, 611, 6'^I,  ^.77, 757, 75^^,  mO,  SI'Ai 

Justice,  administration  of. 31 1 ,  398, 399, 437, 485, 487, 488, 4HK  i'JO,  4%,  49^,  .^2, 5f>4, 

565, 623, 700, 758, 81 1 ,  812, 860, 861 ,  933, 939,  'M\  9ti4,  Wl\  993, 1 04  U 
1046, 1075, 1078. 1093, 1094, 1128, 1129, 1171, 1176, 1177, 1180, 1181, 1205 


Xellogg,  Major,  threats  agldnst 507 

Kennedy,  Joe,  (colored,)  shooting  of,  (near  Rome,  January,  1871) 44,45,74,75 

KBNniER,  R.  T.,  testimonv  of 90&-913 

twentv-eight  years  old ;  bom  in  Habersham  County :  lives  in  White  County ; 

a  wheelwright;  sometimes  farms 908 

two  disguised  men  came  to  his  house  in  April  or  May,  and  proposed  to  re- 
cover some  stolen  money;  whippingof  Joe  Brown;  witnesses  notified  by  the 

Ku-Klux  not  to  appear  against  toe  Henderson  boys 908 

Green  B.  Holcombe  shot - 908,909,912 

character  of  Brock,  the  man  suspected  of  shooting  Holcombe ;  his  father-in" 

law,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Taylor's  boys,  notified  to  leave 909 

several  al  leged  Ku-Klux  cases ;  Mr.  Cakes  shot  from  a  blind 910 

Ku-Klux  outrages  disapproved  by  all  parties;  an  old  gentleman  whipped  in 

Habersham  County 9T1 

Mr.  Cakes  understood  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Ku-Klux  order ;  character  of 

Duke  Palmer,  of  Cleveland 912 

King,  Patrick,  (colored,)  whippingof,  ^near  Rome) 75 

KINNEY,  BETTY„  (colored,)  testimony  of 535,536 

twenty -five  yeans  old;   born  and  lives  in  Jackson  County;  wife  of  Toddy 

Khiney , 535 

detMls  conversation  overheard  relaUve  to  the  raid  on  Bob  Holliday 535, 536 

whippingof  Uncle  Simon  and  son 536 

KINNEY,  TODDY,  (colored,)  testimony  of 477,478 

twenty-fivo  years  old ;  born  and  lives  in  Jackson  County ;  saw  Jim  Finch  go 
to  Mr.  Mar6n's  plantation  the  evening  they  went  to  Mr.  HoUiday's,  and  get 

his  boys  and  gooff  with  them  at  night 477 

Efrby,  Judge,  appointBoent  of 94,126,127 

Kirby,  Judge,  compelled  to  ask  for  the  release  of  Eckridge 95, 98, 127-129 

Ku-KIux,  cause,  nature,  extent,  object,  <S&c,  of  the 14,21,23,25,27,28,39,46,47,58, 

()8« 79,80-82, 106, 122-126,  i;i2, 191,1^,195,213,383,384,416,419,420,426,430,440, 
442, 443, 461, 482, 484, 500, 506, 509, 510, 525, 526, 583-685, 603, 604, 61 1 ,  632, 674, 676, 
679, 681 ,  682, 690, 608, 713, 7.39,  747, 769, 788, 789, 873,  877, 963, 964,  965, 1003, 1006. 
1011,1012,1015,1016,1017,1072,  1060,1099,1103,1118,  1127,1134,1166,  1172,1196, 

1 199, 1200. 1201, 1202, 1203, 1204 

K«-Kluz,  effect  upon  iwgroesof  the  operations  of  the 9,11,23,46,47,55,69,213, 

214. 233, 239, 244, 485, 606, 915, 916, 950, 967, 1040, 1 166 
Ki»-Khix  notices  .^..^ ^..^.v 610,675,727,728,745,851,926,1060,1061 
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Eu-Elux  outrages ;  no  arrests,  convictions,  &c.,  for 354;  361, 369, 429, 474, 485, 490« 

497, 498, 506, 54«,  598, 604, 680, 628, 642,  647, 670, 638, 685, 697, 720, 726, 734, 745, 747, 
748, 770, 874,915,925, 950,956, 1002, 1010, 1045, 1071, 1 102, 1118, 1164, 1207 

Eu-KIux,  palUation  or  jostification  of  the 27. 28, 31, 32, 35, 52, 56, 57, 82, 83, 85, 118, 

142,287,284 

L. 

lANE,  DANIEL,  (colored,)  tesUmony  of 653-655 

thirtj-seven  years  old ;  born  in  Morgan  County ;  Q|pie  to  A^nta  about  three 
months  ago 653 

whipped  by  Ku-Klox  July  11,  1871 653 

more  than  100  persons  whipped ;  he  was  d  riven  away  from  home 654 

Lavender,  John  A.,  whipping  of,  (Wilkinson  County^  August,  1871) 359 

Legislature,  charges  of  corruptions,  &,c. ,  against  the  i « 53, 105 

Legislature,  reconstruction  of  the 277, 278, 294, 295, 315, 380-332, 345, 348, 349 

Letters 438,454-459,634,722,119:^,1194,1197 

Lewis,  Robert,  f colored, )  homicide  of,  (Greene  County) .-  699 

Little,  Charles,  (colored)  outrage  upon,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 408,471 

Little,  Charles,  (colored,)  whipping  of  wife  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871)....  409,471 
LITTLE,  CHARLES,  (colored,)  testimony  of 471,472 

between  sixty  and  seventy  years  old ;  born  in  Jackson  County ;  lives  In  Har- 
alson Countv ;  whipping  of  John  Walthall's  wife ;  outrage  upon  witness ; 

killing  of  John  Walthall ;  whipping  of  witness's  wife,  her  daughter 471 

LITTLE,  LETITIA,  (colored,)  testimony  of. 410,411 

does  not  know  how  old  she  is,  nor  whefe  she  was  bom ;  lives  in  Haralson 

County,  Georgia ;  Whipping  of  witness 411 

Little,  Letitia,  (colored, )  whipping  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 410,411,471 

Little,  Letitia,  whipping  of  aunt  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871 ) 410 

LITTLE,  RENA,  (colored,)  testimony  of 410 

does  not  know  how  old  she  is ;  bom  and  lives  in  Haralson  County,  Georgia ; 

is  single ;  whipping  of  witness,  her  sister,  and  aunt 410 

Little,  Rena,  (colored,)  wnipping  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 410,471 

Long,  Jerry,  (colored,)  homicide  of,  (Hancock  County,  June,  1870) , 925,987,988 

Lovelace,  Columbus,  (colored,)  homicide  of,  (Pike  County,  August,  1871,) 685 

Lowrey,  M?.,  whipping  of,  (Walker  County,  July,  1871 ) 1004, 1005 

Lowther,   Henry,   mutilation  of,   (castration,)  (Wilkinson   County,  September, 

1871). 356-358,426,430,431 

LOWTHER,  HENRY,  (colored,)  testimony  of 356-363 

forty-one  years  old ;   native  of  the  State ;  lives  in  Wilkinson  County ;  was  in 

i'ail,  charged  with  having  a  company  of  men  to  take  a  colored  man  out  and 
LiUhim.... 366 

wasaslave 359 

was  taken  from  jail  by  theKu-Klux  and  castrated 356-358 

,      company  raised  by  Bose  Lavender  for  his  protection 358 

Eli  Cummins  said  to  be  the  head  of  the  Ku-Klnz ;  was  injured  on  account  of 
being  a  republican ;  knew  three  of  the  party  who  castrated  him ;  they  were 
all  democrats ;  killing  of  the  sheriff^  Mr.  Mat  Deason,  and  a  colored  women, 
about  the  27th  of  August ;  killing  of  George  Meadows,  (colored,)  September 
1,  and  Joel  Dease,  (white,)  three  weeks  ago ;  shooting  of  Boston  Falward, 
(colored,)  two  months  ago;  whipping  of  John  A.  Lavender,  Fred.  Dease, 
Henry  Winn,  John  Winn,  Lije  Dease,  and  his  mother,  and  Bill  Brigan,  in 

July  or  August -. 359 

shooting  of  Andrew  Guidon;  hanging  of  two  men  in  1869;  castration  of 
Register,  (white,)  in  adjoining  county;  whipping  of  Jerry  Lowther;  the 

party  visiting  the  jail  were  disguised ;  names  three  of  them 360 

no  arrests  have  been  made  in  his  case 361 

particulars  of  killing  of  Sheriff  Deason  and  a  colored  woman 362, 363 

Lowther,  Jerry,  whipping  of 360 

Loyal  Leagues.  (See  Union  Leagues.) 

LYON,  OLIVER  T.,  testimony  of 378-385 

thirty  years  of  age ;  from  Maryland ;  railroad  contractor ;  been  in  Georgia 
since  the  spring  of  1866;  was  an  officer  in  the  United  States  Army;  Second 
Maryland  Re^ment  for  three  and  one-third  years;  engaged  in  pla&tinjg; 
was  a  Union  man,  and  always  voted  the  republican  ticket ;  w^  superin- 
tendent of  registration  in  Colquitt,  Thomas,  and  Brooks  Counties 378 

married  in  Georgia  a  lady  of  a  strong  democratic  family,  fSormerly  rebels. ..  379, 383 
bis  whole  business  connection  with  those  who  belong  to  tne  democratic  party.  379 

r  of  conducting  the  Sections 378^399 
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LYON,  OLIVER  T.—Contlnuetl.  ^"*^ 
person  and  property  as  fiecvre  as  in  the  North^u  States ;  applies  ibr  the  post- 
mastership  at  Savanoah,  bnt  fails  to  got  it 380 

political  adventurers  not  wanted  in  the  State ;  no  oppression  of  the  negroes  bj 

the  white  raco;  knows  nothing^  of  Ka-Klux 381 

none  in  the  State,  to  his  knowledge « 383,384 

M. 

MARTIN,  A.  B.,  testimony  of  ..^ 548-559 

ECTenty-one  years  old ;  bom  in  Carolina :  lives  in  Harhlson  County ;  keep 

shop,  and  farm ;  a  mechanic  ;  a  Union  man 542 

was  visited  by  the  Ku-Klnx,  and  he  and  his  step*son,  Mr.  Wiilingham,  wliipped,     ^ 

May  8,  1^71 ;  manner  of  whipping 549 

was  whipped  on  account  of  his  politics ;  party  numbered  fifteen  or  twenty,  with 

some  negroes,  as  prisoners,  who  said  ihey  jvere  whipped 550 

is  afraid  to  return  home ;  Thomas  Powell  ana  wife,  wnipped;  names  of  parties 

making  the  assault  on  him 551 

MarHn,  A.  B.,  whipping  of,  (Haralson  Coanty,  May,  1871 ) 549, 553, 1009 

Mtrtiu,  Mr.,  case  of,  (charged  with  being  accessory  to  the  murder  of  Dr.  Darden).  .202-206, 

223-2:53 

Martin,  Mrs.,  outrage  upon,  (Haralson  Coun ty,  May,  1871 ) 554 

McCoy,  Jam«j,  burning  of  house  of.... 390,391,393,395,812,1126 

MtCoy,  James,  outrage  upon  family  of ^[^0, 393 

MCCOY,  JAMES,  testimony  of 395-^00 

fifty-nine  years  old ;  bom  in  South  Carolina ;  lived  in  Cherokee  County ;  is 

a  farmer 4 395 

WAS  a  Union  man  during  the  war 396 

homicide  of  a  negro  by  son  of  witness  ;  burning  of  his  house,  and  killing  of 

stock ;  knows  the  parties  engaged : 395 

did  not  prosecute  on  account  of  sickness  and  want  of  money ;  has  been  fre- 
quently threatened 396 

'    beard  that  Pope  was  the  head  of  the  Ku-Klux 397 

is  endeavoring  to  prosecute 398 

cannot  get  justice  in  Cherokee  County ? 398,399 

•  remard  offered  by  Gfoveroor  Bullock 399 

McCOY,  REBECCA,  testimony  of 393-396 

twenty  years  old  ;  bom  in  Cherokee  County ;  lives  in  Cass  County,  Georgia ; 
outrage  upon  the  family ;  burning  of  her  f  ather^s  house :  heard  it  was  because 

he  was  trying  to  collect  some  money  on  his  father^s  estate 393 

and  that  a  Union  man  should  not  live  in  the  county 394 

McCOY,  SARAH,  testimony  of 1 390-393 

seventeen  yearn  of  aee ;  bora  in  Cherokee  County,  Georgia ;  lives  in  Cass 

County;  unmarried 390 

burning  of  her  father^s  (James  McCoy)  house  Febraary,  1870  . .  .^ 390, 391 

outrage  upon  the  family ;  killing  of  stock ! 390 

the  party  were  disguised ;  raid  made  ou  account  of  her  father  being  a  Union 

man v*---.  391 

only  one  arrest  made 392 

McCtillom,  Mr.,  raid  upon,  (White  County)* 505 

McELHANNON,  PRINCE,  (colored.)  testimony  of 648-650 

thirty-eight  years  old ;  bora  and  lives  in  Jackson  County 648 

conversation  with  supposed  Ku-Kiux 648,649 

voted  the  radical  ticket 64J 

McHenry,  James,  and  son,  (colored, )  whipping  of,  (near  Rome) 63, 64 

McMillan,  Lew,  (colored,)  shooting  of,  (Habersham  County,  1865) 484,487 

McPhail,  George,  (colored,)  shooting  of,  (Mcintosh  County,  1871) 1057, 1058 

Meadows,  George,  homicide  of,  (Wilkinson  County,  September,  1871 ) 359 

Meadows,  Jeff,  hanging  of,  (White  County) 377 

Military  arrests  and  investigations 372,444,449,511,514,613,782,783,1104,1105, 

1110,  nil,  1112, 1113, 1115, 1117, 1118 

MILLS,  AUGUSTUS,  (colored,)  testimony  of 468-470 

thirty-three  years  old ;  born  in  Gwinnett  County ;  lives  in  Walton  County, 

Georgia,  whipping  of  self,  wife,  and  boy  Tobe,  March  20, 1871 468 

knew  only  Wm.  Felker ;  left  home  on  the  20th  ;  was  badly  injured ;  voted 

the  radical  ticket;  Felker  was  running  astill 469 

Mills,  Augustus,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Walton  County,  March,  1871) 465,466,468, 

MILLS,  LETTY,  (colored,)  testimony  of ^itiz^sdby.S7.V.\  465-468 

thirty  years  old ;  bora  in  Walton  County,  Georgia ;  married .  . . '. 465 
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whipping  of  witness,  her  hnsband  Gue,  and  the  boj  Tobe,  bj  dis^iised  Kn- 

Klux,  led  bjMr.Folker,  March,  187J 465,466 

whipping  of  Sarah  Ann  Stnrtevant  and  Jack  Benafield ^         466 

Felker's  illicit  distUling 467 

Milk,  LeUy,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Walton  Coanty,  March,  1671) 465,466,468,652 

Mitchell,  George,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Gwinnett  (bounty.  May,  J871) 603,641 

Mitchell,  William  Hampton,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Gwinnett  County,  May, 

187J) 608,641 

Mitchell,  William  Hampton,  outrage  upon  wife  of,  (Gwinnett  County,  May,  167)).  641 

Mitchell,  William  Hampton,  whipping  of  former  wife  and  son  of,  (Gwinnett  County, 

June,  1871) 642 

MITCHELL,  WILLIAM  HAMPTON,  (colored,)  testimony  of 641-644 

forty-seven  years  old ;  bom  in  Athens  ;  lives  in  Gwinnett  County,  was  raided 
by  the  Ku-Klux,  in  May  or  Jane  last ;  whipping  of  his  son-in-law,  George 
Mifohell ;  beating  of  his  wife  with  a  pistol :  witness  and  his  father-in-law, 

Charles  Burson,  whipped  ;  whipping  of  Jack  Allen,  his  son,  and  wife 641 

reasons  for  these  whippings 641 ,  642 

names  of  some  of  the  parties  engaged  ;   nothing  has  been  done  with  them ; 

whipping  of  Harry  (^riffith  *,  witness's  former  wife  and  her  son  whipped 642 

illicit  distilling 643,644 

Mobley,  or  Mosley,  Mr.,  whipping  of,  (Appling  County,  1871) 938,939 

Moore,  Matt.,  (colored,)  homicido  of^  (Whitefield  County,  August,  1871) 568,571,575 

Moore,  Mati.,  (colored,)  whipping  or,  (Whitefield  County,  August,  1871) 570 

Moore,  Mr.,  whipping  of,  (Chattooga  County,  October,  1871) 1102 

MOORE,  ROMULUS,  (colored,)  testimony  of 735-743 

fifty-three  years  old;  bom  in  Taliaferro  County;  lives  in  Atlanta;  proper 
home  in  Columbia  County ;  bom  a  slave;  became  free  in  January,  1808;- 
bought  himself ;  a  blacksmith ;  was  registrar ;  member  of  the  constitutional 

convention  and  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature 735 

.   was  pastor  of  a  church .-.,  736 

keeps  a  public  house 741 

six  hundred  white  and  eighteen  hundred  colored  voters  in  Columbia  County..  736,741 
a  great  many  whites  did  not  register  not  wanting  to  take  part  in  reconstruc- 
tion ;  thinks  it  was  at  Mr.  A.H.  Stephens's  request;  a  friend  of  his.  Tboma% 
Richards,  beaten  by  the  Ku-Klux ;   is  visited  himself  in  July,  1868,  and 

abused  for  his  political  principles 736 

his  house  again  visited  by  them  in  disguise,  and  his  wife  informed  that  she 

could  not  teach  school ;  another  colored  man  beaten 737 

killinjrofMr.  Adkins ^ 737,742 

his  wife  again  visited 737 

intimidation  of  voters ;  about  nine  hundred  colored  and  three  hundred  white 

voters  on  second  registration 738,741 

believes  there  is  a  large  organization  of  the  Ku>Klux  in  the  State;  their  object 

to  control  thex^olored  vote,  and  keep  the  colored  people  in  subjection 739 

views  of  Messrs.  Davis  and  Stephens 739,740,742 

general  belief  of  the  colored  people  that  former  rebels  would  not  give  them  civil 

and  political  rights 740 

MORRILL,  WILLIAM  C,  testimony  of v 1081-1099 

came  to  Georgia  in  December,  1865 ;  a  native  of  Maiue ;  was  in  the  Army ; 
in  connection  with  General  Sheppard,  bought  a  large  plantation  in  South- 
western Georgia ;  remained  on  it  two  years ;  was  an  agent  of  the  Freedmen's 

Bureau  ;  collector  of' revenue  in  Macon 1081 

was  United  States  commissioner ;  a  republican ;  resides  in  Atlanta  ;  treasurer 
of  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad  Company ;  is  kindly  received  by  the 

people 1082 

entered  the  Army  as  a  private ;  promoted  to  be  lieutenant 1098 

relative  vote,  white   and  colored,  in  Dougherty  County ;  colored  people  well       . 

treated  and  generally  well  paid  by  the  planters ,1083/K 

freedmen's  Bureau  as  managed  by  John  L.  Robinson 1083,MC 

character  of  Heury  M.  Turner,  and  the  charges  against  him 1084, 1085, 1090, 1091, 

1092,1094,1097 

relative  vote  in  Macon ;  \iews  as  to  the  reliability  of  negro  testimony ^    1086 

whipping  of  a  colored  man  in  Schley  County,  in  1868 1087: 1098* 

discharge  of  labo/rers  with  wages  due;  general  character  of  the  elections.  ^  ..       \l093j 
has  never  been  molested  on  account  of  his  political  opinions  or  place  of  birth; 

causes  for  the  negroes  flocking  to  the  towns -^^ -        1088  « 

laborers  often  treated  unjustly jiti-   ii/^  ^r\r\     [jf|ft!t^^nftQ/ 

discharge  of  hands  from  the  Albany  and  Brunswick  Raihroad 1067|  W90 
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unfair  character  of  tbe  election  in  Americns 1087, 1092 

his  social  treatment  and  intercourse J092, 1093 

opinion  as  to  the  administration  of  justice  by  courts  and  juries 1093, 1094 

beneficial  effect  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau 1094 

-news  a«  to  the  appointment  oi  supervisors  of  interoal  revenue 1094-1096 

article  from  the  2iew  Era,  copied  frotn  the  Savannah  News,  "  Ku-Klnx  in 

Georpa" 1096 

the  article  from  a  Tennessee  paper  on  '*  Carpet-bagjcera,"  very  nearly  correct.  1096, 1097 
a  dispatch  from  Louisville,  November  4,  in  the  Daily  Now  Era,  relative  to  an 

attempt  to  Ivnch  ancgro  io  Indiana 1097 

a  white  man  killed  in  jail  in  Dawson  County 1097, 1098 

martial  law  in  the  State ;  his  deputies  perform  their  duties  without  molestation.        1098 

organization  of  Ku-Klnx  in  the  Stato  three  or  four  years  ago 1099 

Matilation  of  Lowther,  Henry,  (colored,)  (Wilkinson  County,  September,  1874... 356-358, 

426,430,431 

Hotilation  of  man  and  woman,  (colored,)  (Jackson  County) 1120,1123 

Mntilation  of  prisoners,  (Louisville  jail) 904,1043,1120 

Mutilation  of  Register,  Mr.,  (1869) 360 

N. 

KAKCE,  JAMES,  testimony  of. 667-574 

forty-three  years  old ;  born  in  South  Carolina ;  lives  in  Whitefield  County, 

Georgia ;  a  farmer 567 

a  party  of  nine  disguised  men  at  his  house  September  30,  1871 567, 568 

saw  a  negro  chained  in  Posey  Sebastian's  out-house  ;  the  negro's  statements; 

his  body  aAerwards  found  in  the  river 568 

knew  two  of  the  party  visiting  his  house,  the  Sebastians 569 

whipping  of  the  negro  Matt  Moore,  August,  1871 570 

character  of  the  Sebastians ;  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury,  that  Matt  Moore 

had  been  killed  by  Sebastian 571 

thinks  Sebastian  will  not  be  punished 579, 574 

negro  taken  from  jail  at  Dalton  and  hung,  last  year 574 

Nance,  James,  threats  against 441, 567, 568, 575 

NANCE,  JAMES  L.,  testimony  of 574-576 

eighteen  years  old  ;  bom  in  Floyd  County;  lives  in  Whitefield  County 574 

the  Ku-Klux  visit  his  father's  house ;  the  conversation  held;  recognized  three 

of  the  party ;  threats  made  against  his  father ;  hanging  of  a  negro 575 

saw  Malt  Moore  when  he  was  chained ;  character  of  the  Sebastians 576 

HBAL,  JOHN,  testimony  of 1018-1034 

thirty-one  years  old  ;  born  in  Warren  County ;  lives  in  Atlanta  ;  in  a  loaning 

business ;  was  captain  in  the  confederate  army ;  judge  of  the  inferior  court ; 

member  of  both  constitutional  conventions,  and  represented  Warren  County 

in  the  legislature 1018 

a  republican 1 1023 

Ainss  Norris's  account  of  the  killing  of  Darden  corresponds  with  that  given  by 

other  people ;  parties  taken  off  the  train  at  Deariug  and  murdered,  1869 ; 

negroes  on  Mr.  Brinckley's  plantation  attacked 1018 

killing  of  Senator  Adkins,  May  10,  1869 ,1019,1021,1023-1026 

killing  of  Dr.  Ayer,  in  Louisville,  Jefferson  County 1019 

negro  tried  for  the  murder  of  Ayer,  aud  acquitted ;  no  investigation  made  in 

the  Adkins  case ;  d  uration  of  military  government  in  the  State 1020 

has  examined  the  printed  testimony  of  Mr.  Norris  and  finds  several  errors  as 

to  certain  things,  but  no  material  difference  upon  the  whole :  errors  speci- 
fied  1021,1022,1023,1029 

whipping  of  Mr.  Brassel  and  some  white  women ;  exposure  of  person  ;  outrage 

upon  Harrill,  father  and  son,  in  1869 1022 

copy  of  Mrs  Adkins's  statement  of  the  murder  of  her  husband 1023, 1024 

leport  of  the  killing  of  Wallace  by  Dr.  Darden  from  a  democratic  paper, 

"Death  of  Charles  Wallace." 1024,1025 

rumors  of  bribery,  blackmailing,  malfeasance,  dec,  affecting  the  character  of      • 

Chapman  Norris 1027,1028,1030-1034 

certificate  of  R.  M.  Wilder,  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  as  to  plea  of  pardon 

in  seven  cases  of  the  State  vs.  J.  C.  Norris 1028,1029 

affidavit  of  Samuel  Bailey  as  to  the  taking  of  the  Jeffrey  family  from  the  train 

atDearing,  and  their  killing 1029 

encounter  between  Adams  and  Senator  Adkins,  the  latter  charged  with  insnlt- 

fog  Miss  Adams 1025,1090,1033 

^poU^csof  the  officers  of  Warren  County,  in  1866,1869 1031,1032 
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NEAL,  MARY,  (colored,)  testimony  of »      366 

does  not  kiiow  bow  old  she  is ;  bom  in  Banbe  County,  and  liyes  in  White 
County 386 

whippiDfT  of  Mary  Brown,  Joe  Brown,  and  self ;  exposure  of  person 386 

Negroes,  credibility  of  testimony  of 717,756,814,^1,844, 1064, 1086, 1089 

Education  of 524,616,821,831,8:^6 

Effect  of  Kn-Klux  upon.    (See  Ku-Klux. ) 

General  character  and  behavior  of '43, 48, 55, 131, 173, 177, 2 14 ,  243, 270. 285, 304, 

308, 319, 320, 334, 344, 345, 611, 816, 83:i,  a35, 842, 862, 972, 998, 1195 

General  treatment  by  the  whites,  of 36, 47, 48, 66, 67, 270, 320, 345, 381 ,  420, 4^, 

484,640,702,711,715,716,811,992.993,1083,1089 

Homicide  of,  (names  not  given) 22, 30, 35, 36, 183, 186, 211, 214, 217, 218, 359, 360, 

360, 395, 574, 575, 577, 839, 847, 1044, 1 108, 1112, 1 1 13, 1117, 
1 118, 1 120, 1 122, 1 165, 1199, 1200, 1203, 1204, 1206, 1207 

Shooting  of,  (names  not  given) 108,404,484,485,720 

Whipping  of,  (names  not  given) 75, 21 1,217, 218,  a=>9, 402, 591. 720, 744, 913, 914. 

921, 989, 1071, 1087, 1098, 1 100, 1 106, 11 14,  Ji26, 1127 

Newspaper  articles 436.437,451-453,521,530,673-674,764,827,828,878,879,880,882, 

883, 884. 885, 886, 887, 868, 889, 890, 891 ,  895, 898, 899, 965, 966, 1024,  J  025, 1096 
Norris,  J.  C,  character  of.. ..  781, 1027, 1028, 1030-1034, 1105, 1 106, 1 107, 1109, 1110,  lll6, 

1117,1170,1171,1206.1207,1208,1210 
Norris,  J.  C,  shooting  of,  (Warrenton,  October,  1868.)    (See  Norris,  J.  C.,  testi- 
mony of) 196,197,218,219,267,268,1107 

NORRIS,  JOHNC,  testimony  ot 193-233 

has  been  living  in  Atlanta  since  March,  1869;  previously  resided  at  Warren- 
ton, Warren  County ;  a  native  of  the  State ;  was  engaged  before  and  during 
the  war  in  manufacturing  boots  and  shoes,  in  Warrenton  ;  did  not  carry  on 
business  af^er  the  -war,  as  his  course  during  the  war  had  renden^d  him  un- 
popular;  had  been  a  whiff,  then  a  republican  ;  was  elected  sheriff 193 

parties  decline  to  go  upon  his  bond  as  sureties,  unless  he  would  agree  to  sup- 
port Seymour  and  Blair 194,215 

senator  Adkius  becomes  his  surety ;  attempt  to  set  aside  his  boud,  by  General 
Toombs  and  Mr.  Pottle  ;  was  threatened  by  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  which, 
he  thinks,  first  appeared  in  1866 194 

general  character  and  operations  of  the  organization  at  its  first  appearance ; 
commenced  to  whip  and  kill  the  latter  part  of  1867,  to  try  to  control  the 
election 165 

was  advised  by  his  friends  to  re.siprn  his  office,  as  there  was  an  organization 
that  did  not  intend  any  radical  should  hold  office,  and  that  ho  might  bo 
killed , 195,196 

asks  Greneral  Meade  to  send  a  few  troops  to  the  county 196 

was  waylaid  and  shot  by  disguised  men,  of  wliom  he  recognizes  two..  196, 197,218,219 

the  shooting  was  done  by  a  regular  order  of  the  Klan,  and  was  for  the  sin  of 
b^ing  a  radical  office-holder ;  is  again  advised  to  resign 197 

killing  of  Wallace,  editor,  and  captain  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  by  Doc- 
tor Darden  ;  the  imprisonment  of  the  latter  by  the  crowd ;  his  forcible  taking 
therefrom  and  subsequent  murder 197-201, 220, 221 

discharge  of  parties  charged  with  rape,  by  order  of  the  prosecutor,  Mr.  Pot- 
tle..   198,199 

General  Ruger  sends  some  troops  down ;  arrests  eight  charged  with  the  mur- 
der of  Doctor  Darden ;  the  parties  give  bail,  and  have  never  been  tried 201,221, 

222,223 

true  bills  found  against  witness  for  the  false  imprisonment  of  these  men 201, 226 

was  pardoned  by  the  governor ;  removed  to  Atlanta,  and  his  office  turned  over 
to  a  man  named  Wright,  appointed  by  General  Terry  or  the  court 202 

case  of  Maitin,  charged  with  being  accessory  to  the  murder  of  Dr.  Darden; 
investigated  before  military  connnission,  and  the  propositions  and  agreementr 
for  its  settlement ;  and  proceedings  thereon 202-206.223-233 

has  remained  in  Atlanta ;  does  not  dare  to  go  back  to  Warrenton ;  the  Ku- 
Klux  have  kept  up  their  operations  there  ever  since 206 

billing  of  Will  Culver,  colored    206,207 

killing  of  Wash  Hull,  in  Hancock  County;  many  colored  people  forced  to 
leave  the  county 207 

killing  of  Senator  Adkins 207,208,231 

attack  upon  Perry  Jeffors  and  family  by  the  Ku-Klux  ;  killing  of  Geisland 
and  the  wounding  of  several  in  the  attack  ;  Jeffers  and  his  sons  placed  in 
the  jail  for  safety ;  killing  of  his  sick  son  by  the  Ku-Klux,  and  the  burning 
of  his  bod  V ;  hanging  of  Mrs.  Jeffers 209 

subsequent  killing  of  Jeffers,  and  five  or  six  of  his  sons 210, 21 
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colored  man  whipped  to  death  by  the  Ku-Klnz 211,217,218 

killing  of  a  colored  man  at  Bell  Springs ;  killing  of  a  colored  man  at  Mr.  Fow- 
leT*B  and  Mr.  Long*8 ;  any  amount  of  whipping  in  Warrenton ;  killing  of  a 

colored  man  by  Wallace,  and  one  by  Shirley 211 

these  negroes  killed  for  being  *' bad  negroes'* 211,212 

the  Ku-Klux  organizations  are  now  in  existence  and  in  full  blast ;  and  the 
men  whipped  or  killed  universally  belong  to  the  radical  party ;  never  knew 

or  heard  of  a  radical  belonging  to  the  organization 212 

cjpinion  of  the  radicals  and  of  the  other  side,  as  to  the  organization 2J2, 213 

their  purpose  is  to  control  the  State  gOTemment  and  negro  labor,  by  prevent- 
ing voting  and  any  republican  from  holding  office;  the  negroes  in  terror  at 
their  operations ;  if  an  election  were  now  held  not  one  half  of  them  would 
vote ;  no  one  prosecuted  for  these  offenses ;  the  people  afraid  to  prosecute  or 

teetifv 213 

*     effect  of  the  organization  in  respect  to  negroes  trading  in  land  and  other  prop*  > 

erty .1213,214  J 

demeanor  of  the  colored  people  humble  and  obedient ;  knows  of  no  cases  of* -— ^ 

stealing  bv  negroes  to  any  extent ;  burning  of    a  negro  accused  of  rape  at 
the  stake,  m  Louisville,  Jefferson  County ;  the  negroes  are  obedient  and  law 

abiding 214 

comparative  vote,  white  and  colored,  of  Warren  County 215, 23 1 

political  status  of  the  judge,  prosecuting  attorney,  and  clerk  of  the  circuit  court-  216, 217 
the  cases  of  killing  in  Warren  County  that  he  has  mentioned  occurred  prior  to 

January!,  1870 21H 

has  seen  disguised  men  in  the  town  in  the  latter  part  of  1H67,  ]d68,  and  1869.  219^2*iU 
the  whites  own  all  the  property  in  Warren  County  ;  and  that  a  great  deal  of       \  | 

the  labor  has  been  run  off ;..:.' \232  ] 

the  negroes  were  in  great 'drei^  of  the  Ku-Klnx  at  the  beginning  of  1870,  and         - 
have  not  been  relieved  of  it  up  to  tlds  time 233 

O. 

OGLESBY.  WILLIAM  H.,  testimony  of 1002-1007 

fifty-four  years  old ;  bom  in  Tennessee ;  lives  in  Walker  County ;  a  silver- 
smith; a  republican 1002,1005 

was  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux  October,  1871 ;  threatened  with  death,  and  ordered 

to  leave ;  character  of  their  disguise 1003, 1006 

he  arrested  one  of  the  parties,  C.  P.  Collins ;  reasons  for  not  arresting  others  ; 

Bray  Brvant  assaulted - .• 1004, 

Lowrey  whipped  to  prevent  his  testifying,  In  July  or  August 1004, 1005 

has  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  being  out  at  least  twenty  times  ;  attempt  to  whip 
KeUey*8  son  and  daughter ;  Ku-Klux  belong  to  the  democratic  party ;  the 
people  abused  all  radicals 1005 

Ootiaees  upon — 

Adam,  colored,  Habersham  County ^ 488 

Addison,  Joseph,  Haralson  County 544, 545, 546,. 1019 

Addison,  Joseph,  wife  and  sister-in-law  of,  Haralson  County,  September, 

1871 54« 

Brown,  colored 506,i>07 

BiyantBray,  (Walker  Coun^,  1871) 1004 

Campbell,  T.  G.,  (colored, )  (Tatnall  County,  1868) 846, 847, 8(J5 

Carter,  Maria,  (colored, )  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 47t) 

Clarke,  Charles,  (colored,)  uncle  of,  (Morgan  County,  September,  1871) 656 

Colby,  Abram,  (colored,)  (Green  County) 698 

Dease»  Charles  (colored,)  (Habersham  County) 4?'5 

Eager,  Scipio,  (colored, )  (Washington  County,  April,  1871 )  , 669 

El&r,  Mary,  (colored, )  (Clarke  County ) 73:1. 

Elders  Simon,  (colored,)  (Clarke  County) 732,733,734 

Flannigan,  Harrison,  (colored,)  (Jackson  County,  January,  1871) 47^81,5t<d 

Harrill,  Mr.,  father  and  son,  (Hancock  County) 1022L 

!        HolUday,  J.  B.,  (Jackson  County,  Jply,  1871) 414,415,418 

Jeter,  Aury,  (colored,)  (Douglas  County,  April,  1871) 566,667-639,969-961,964, 

968,969.972,973 

Litfle,  Charles,  (colored,)  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 408,471 

Martin,  Anthony,  (colored, )  ( Morgan  County,  August,  1869) 692,  ()9J 

Martin.  Mr.,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 5.'i4 

McCoy,  James,  family  of,  (Cherokee  County,  February,  1870).... ,  .(TT^ti^..  390,393 

Meadows,  Jeff.  (White  County) :..,..  Jif^^^yS^V?::.  377 

Mitchell,  Wm.  Hampton,  (colored,)  wife  of,  (QwlnneU  County,  May,  1871)..  641 

m— a 
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negroes,  (Haralson  Conntj,  October,  1871) 1008,1018 

negroes,  number  of,  (in  Clarke  County) 11 

Reed,  Andy,  (colored, )  (Jackson  County,  July,  1871) 645 

Beed,  Morgan,  (Jackson  County) 441 

Reed,  Sampson,  (colored,)  (Jackson  County,  July,  1871) 644,645 

Richardson,  Alfred,  (colored,)  and  family,  (Clarke  County,  January,  1871)  ..  2,3 

Robinson,  F.  J.,  (Oglethorpe  County,  October,  1870) 871,872,874,875 

Sherman,  Josiah,  (Fulton  County) 1146 

Taylor,  Ben,  (colored,)  (near  Rome,  1870) 63,64  . 

Walthall,  Tilda,  (colored,)  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 412,471,472 

Ware,  Jourdan,  (colored,)  (near  Rome,  January,  1871) 21,22,30,31,44,45,66,74, 

75,98,99,130,131,404,685,900,913,920 

Owen,  Jeremiah,  burning  of  house  of i 851 


PAINE,  WILLIAM  W..  testimony  of 190-193 

a  resident  of  Savannah ;  has  been  State  senator,  and  was  a  member  of  Congress 
from  the  first  district,  embracing  twenty-nine  counties :  the  laws  are  well  en- 
forced in  that  district ;  there  is  no  organization  of  disguised  men  there ;  po- 
litical opinions,  in  the  district,  when  not  ofiensivoly  expressed,  may  be 
uttered  fnelj ;  the  Union  League  exercised  an  influence,  and  the  negroes 
were  afraid  to  vote  any  other  than  the  republican  ticket  at  the  first  election, 
but  that  it  is  dying  away ;  a  large  proportion  of  the  negro  vote  **  floaters  '* .  190 

his  idea  of  the  ^-Klnx  organization 191, 192 

feeling  of  the  colored  people  toward  the  republican  par  ty 192 

Pardoning  power  as  exercised  by  Governor  Bullock 31 ,  3*2, 36, 40, 72, 73, 101 ,  102, 137, 

138, 153, 156, 167-169, 234, 237, 238, 240, 242, 274, 275, 286, 766, 767, 780, 822, 823, 824, 
832,8:19,840,841,800,861,984, 1028,1029, 1040, 1076-1078, 1189, 1193, 1210 

Payne,  Isaac,  (colored,)  shooting  of,  (Habersham  County,  1665) 484,487 

Pendergrast,  Mitchell,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Jackson  County,  April,  1871) 581,585 

Penny,  Mr.,  case  of ^ 893,902,906,1001 

PERRY,  JOHN  O.,  testimony  of 537-^i39 

forty-six  years  old ;  bom  and  raised  in  Gwinnett  County,  Georgia 537 

burning  of  the  court-house  in  Lawrenceville,  September,  1871 ;  is  visited  by 

the  Ku-Klux  July,  27,  1871 537,538 

Poldo,  Hilliard,  (colored,)  whipping  and  shooting  of,  (Clarke  County,  1870) 5,6 

Ponder,  James,  shooting  of,  (Clarke  County,  January,  1871 ) 2, 3, 238 

POPE,  JOHN  D.,  testimony  of 366-375 

United  Stotes  attorney  for  Georgia,  a  lawyer,  native  of  Georgia 368 

has  lived  there  all  his  life 372 

was  judge  of  the  superior  court  previous  to  July,  1870 374 

indictments  are  now  pending  against  thirty  persons  under  the  enforcement  act  368 
his  neighborhood  as  peaceable  as  any  place ;  no  arrests  made  under  these  in- 
dictments ;  a  reasonable  obedience  to  the  laws 369 

and  a  reasonable  prospect  of  fair  trials  in  the  courts ;  no  more  evasion  of  jus- 
tice here  than  elsewnere ;  juries  are  as  good  as  the  average ;  more  proof  re- 
quired to  convict  under  the  enforcement  act  than  in  other  cases 370 

life  and  property  are  reasonably  sure  in  most  sections  of  the  State ;  not  as 
much  security  in  Haralson,  Gwinnett,  Walton,  and  Flo^d  Counties ;  existing 

evils  are  within  the  remedy  of  the  State  laws  to  a  certain  extent 371 

the  marshal  has  found  it  necessary  to  call  in  military  aid  in  making  anests  in 

cases  of  violation  of  the  internal  revenue  laws ;  heard  of  the  Ku-Eiux  in  1868  372 

no  doubt  that  tliere  have  been  bands  of  disguised  men  in  the  northern  districts ; 
press  of  the  State  now  almost  universal  in  its  condemnation  of  the  Ku-Klux ; 
a  portion  still  denv  the  existence  of  the  organization ;  great  disposition  to 

evade  the  revenue  laws 378 

minority  of  those  assaulted  republicans ;. 374 

Powell,  Thomas,  and  wife,  whipping  of,  (Haralson  County,  187 1 ) 551 

Presentments  of  juries 6:14-637, 879, 89H,  1173,1174-1175 

Proscription,  social  and  business.... 718, 778, 813, 820, a'«, 873, 874, 876, 91 5-997, 999, 1053, 

1092, 1098, 1122, 1124, 1125. 1132, 1133, 1 142, 1143, 1146, 1147 

Public  prew,  tone  of 41,42,57,58,68,83,86,373,436,447,625,678,709,819,820,826, 

827,916,950,989,1079,1118,1119,1135 
« 

R. 

Bald  by  negroes,  (Johnson  County,  1871) DiQ^i^edbvJcjOD.Sm?,  1048 

on  the  house  oi  Aaron,  Nancy  Susan 459 
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Baid  on  the  house  of  Allen,  Thomas  M 607,608 

Barnes,  EH 954,956 

Benafield,  Jack 683 

Colby,  Abram 606 

Coley,  JohnL 303-367 

Elder,  Simon 731,733 

McCullom&Son 505 

Mitchell,  William  Hampton 641 

Moore,  Romulus 736,737 

Perry,  John  0 537,538 

Ray,  Mary 45M,45J5 

Sheets,  Reuben 65i 

Wood,  Solomon « 543 

Rapes,  cases  of 75,214,914,949,1190,1191,1192 

Ray,  Joe,  (colored, )  \yhippiDg  of,  (Haralson  County,  1871 ) 554 

RAY,  MARY,  testimony  of 424,425 

fifty-six  years  of  age;  bora  and  lives  in  Jackson  County,  Qeorgia;  is  visited 

bytheKu-Klux 424,425 

RAY,  O.  G.,  testimony  of 680-5b"2 

twenty-four  years  old ;  bora  and  lives  in  JacksonCounty ;  a  farmer 580 

his  father's  nouse  visited  by  the  Ku-Elux  and  he  threatened ;  Thomas  Arnold 
warned  to  quit  selling  liquor;  Mitchell  Pendergrast  (colored)  whipped  Aprils 

1871 581 

RAY,  WILLIS,  testimony  of 682-588 

sixty -odd  years  old ;   born  in  Jasper  County ;  lives  in  Jackson  County ;  a 

fanner 582 

was  threatened  by  the  Ku-Klux 583 

their  actions  and  sayings  in  that  section 583-585 

whipping  of  Mitchell  Keed,  Sampson  Pendergrast,  and  Harrison  Flannigan..  585 

neighborhood  quarrels,  scandal,  olc 586-588 

Ray,  Willis,  threats  against 581,583 

Reconstruction  policy,  effect  of 52, 53, 3 18, 319, 345, 347, 758, 759,'775, 784, 814 

REED,  ANDY,  (colored,)  testimony  of 645,646 

/ixteen  years  old ;  bora  and  lives  in  Jackson  County  ;  was  knocked  down 

with  a  pistol;  his  father  beaten ;  guns  carried  off 645 

REED,  MITCHELL,  (colored,)  testimony  of 646,6-17 

twenty-two  years  old;  born  in  Jackson  County;  lives  at  Stone  Mountain...  646 

whipped  by  Ku-Klux  with  staff  end  of  whip 646-647 

nothiuG^  done  in  his  case 667 

Reed,  Mitchell,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Jackson  County,  April,  1671) 419,441,585, 

645,646-647 

Reed,  Morgan,  outrage  upon,  (Jackson  County) 441 

REED,  SAMPSON,  (colored,)  testimony  of 644,645 

forty -five  or  forty-six  years  old ;  born  and  lives  in  Jackson  County 644 

was  raided  by  the  Ku-Klux  and  beaten  July  17,  1871 644,645 

his  son  knocked  down  with  a  pistol ;  recognized  two  of  the  party ;  Mitchell 

Reed  whipped  in  April,  1871 645 

Register,  Mr.,  mutilation  of «...  360 

Report  of  R.  H.  Atkinson  on  pardon  statistics 609-810, 825-826, 840-84 1 

Republicanism  the  leasou  for  whippings,  &.c 10, 25, 67, 77, 197, 212, 351, 359, 366, 367, 

374, 376, 39J ,  394, 415, 430, 432, 441 ,  486, 518, 540,  .541 ,  547, 550, 554, 633, 696, 697, 714, 

7;ftJ,736,748, 1005, 1013, 1039, 1172, 1T77 

Resolutions  of  Georgia  State  senate  relative  to  outrages 1214, 1215 

•Rewards  offered  by  Goveraor  Bullock 32, 33, 37, 76-78, 102, 1 1 1, 112, 138-141, 152, 153, 

165-167, 241, 242, 293, 399, 626, 630, 751, 767, 823,  QM,  918-920, 948, 951 ,  999, 1000, 

1076, 1077 

S^ehards,  Thomas,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Columbia  County,  July,  1868) 736 

Biehardson,  Alfred,  shooting  of.     (Bee  Richardson,  Alfred,  testimony  of ) 1 , 2, 3, 4, 

16, 235, 236, 238, 250, 251 

itichardsoD,  Alfred,  shooting  of  James  Ponder  by 2,3,238 

RICHARDSON,  ALFRED,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1-19 

a  native  of  the  State,  and  resides  in  Clarke  County ;  was  born  a  slave,  and 
remained  so  until  the  p^eueral  emancipation ;  has  been  house-carpentering ; 

voted  with  the  republican  party 1 

whipping  of  Charles  Watson  by  the  Ku-Klux  and  shooting  of  witness 1,2, 3, 4, 15 

second  outrage  upon  himself  and  family 2,3 

killing  of  James  Ponder •C^-i^i^n]c>    ^,3 

was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1868 .^i^^.^d^by VjLTU J^  l^       4 
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bad  an  interest  in  the  grocery  business  with  bis  brother;  conversation  with 
regard  to  the  attack  upon  him ;  has  heard  of  no  outrages  committed  by  the 

colored  people;  his  advice  to  them  as  to  their  behavior 5 

dispute  between  Barton  Middlebrooks,  white,  and  Hilliard  Poldo^  colored; 

whipping  and  shooting  of  the  latter 5,6 

finding  of  disguises  on  Dr.  £lder*s  place ;  whipping  of  Jim  Elder 6 

whipping  of  Noah  Thrasher,  his  wife,  and  child ;  whipping  of  a  white  man 

named  Haycock 7 

shooting  of  Jake  Dannons  in  Walton  County 8 

shooting  of  Anthony  Robinson  in  Morp^an  County 8, 9 

it  is  a  general  thin^  of  whipping,  in  his  part  of  the  State,  all  the  time,  and  of 
riding  at  night ;  its  effect  upon  the  colored  people ;  has  moved  to  Athens  for 

fear  of  being  killed  ;  general  feeling  of  fright  amonej  the  colored  people 9 

no  one  punished  for  these  outrages ;  the  people  afraid  to  prosecute  or  testify ; 
the  attack  upon  him  was  because  he  was  a  republican ;  intimidation  of 
voters  by  threats;  burning  of  school-houses  ana  threats  against  school- 
teachers    10 

general  state  of  terror  and  alarm  among  the  colored  people  throughout  the 
State;  has  heard  of  one  instance  of  the  conviction  or  a  mem^r  of  the 
Kn-Klux ;  number  of  persons  whipped,  &c.,  in  the  county  within  the  last 

year 11 

colored  men  voting  the  democratic  ticket  for  safety ;  if  an  election  were  to 
occur  now,  not  twenty  negroes  would  dare  to  vote  the  republican  ticket ; 

women  whipped  for  talking  saucily 12 

men  whipped  for  disputing  with  their  employers Vl2, 13^ 

and  threatened  for  leaving  the  plantations  upon  which  they  had  been  work-      ^    ^ 
ing ;  condition  of  affairs  in  Jackson,  Walton,  Madison,  Oglethorpe,  Morgan,     I  ^ 

Greene,  Wilkes,  Taliaferro,  and  Warren  Counties '. ^13,14Ly 

the  object  of  the  parading  and  whipping  is  to  prevent  the  colqred  people  from 
voting  the  republican  ticket;  the  intimidation  is  done  before  the  election; 
colored  men  advised  to  desist  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  to  a^oid 

trouble 14,18 

these  disguised  men  pretend  to  have  risen  from  the  grave J4 

his  case  the  only  political  one  that  occurred  in  the  county ;  the  others  private 

(juarrels 15,17 

intimidation  of  voters , 16,18,19 

has  seen  the  wounds  of  Jim  Elder  and  Abe  Colby ;  describes  his  own 17 

manner  of  whipping  women 18 

Robb,  Mr.,  whipping  of  (Chattooga  County,  September,  1870) 525 

Robinson,  Anthony,  (colored,)  shooting  of,  (Morgan  County,  1870) 8,9 

ROBINSON,  FRANCIS  J.,  testimony  of 870-877 

twenty-five  years  old ;  born  in  Wilkes  County ;  lives  in  Lexington,  Oglethorpe 

County;  ordinary  of  the  county  and  postmaster 870 

a  republican 877 

made  a  speech  against  the  Ku-Klux,  October  4,  1870,  and  was  assaulted  and 

knocked  senseless  therefor  by  Willis  M.  Willingham 871,872,874,875 

has  brought  a  civil  suit  for  damages ;  Samuel  Z.  Hardiman  (white)  taken 
from  bis  house  and  whipped  in  1868  or  1S69;  whipping  of  A.  M.  Sorrow  ; 

Mary  Ivey  (white)  driven  from  the  county  and  her  house  burned 872 

some  arrests  made  for  Ku-Klax  outrages,  bat  no  one  punished 872 

ahbis  generally  proved ;  effect  of  the  Ku-Klux  order  upon  labor ;  intimidation 

of  voters ;  leaves  Lexington,  through  fear  of  a  mob,  August  10,  1868 873 

feeling  of  democrats  towfuxl  republicans ;  social  ostracism 873, 874, 876 

number  of  voters  in  the  county 875  * 

Ku-Klux  outrages  universallv  condemned  bv  republicans,  and  not  by  demo- 
crats as  a  general  thing ;  thinks  the  Ku-Klux  not  a  political  organization ; 

that  it  was  to  follow  up  the  old  system  of  patrolling 877 

ROOKAFELLOW,  ANDREW  D.,  testimony  of. 249-264 

a  resident  of  Atlanta;  was  in  the  revenue  service,  and  afterwards  connected 

with  the  Western  Atlantic  Railroad  or  State  road 249 

particulars  of  the  outrage  upon  Mr.  Monday  Floyd  by  a  band  of  disguised 

men 250 

shooting  of  Alfred  Richardson 250,251 

Abraham  Colby  compelled  to  leave  his  home ;  the  Eu-Klux  organizations  pre- 
vail more  in  the  *  *  Black  Belt*'  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the  State  < 251 

details  manner  in  which  the  election  in  December,  1870,  was  conducted  at 

Atlanta;  obstruction  to  voting 252^254,256 

describes  riot  in  Atlanta  on  the  day  of  the  last  municipal  election 254, 255 
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has  resided  in  the  State  sixteen  or  eighteen  months ;  came  from  Pennsylvania ;    • 

was  in  the  employ  of  the  State  road;  nnder  Mr.  Blodgett,  in  the  freight 

department ;  was  a  detective  in  the  revenue  service 257 

was  agent  for  Mr.  Wells  in  introducing  his  patent  flour-cooler;  obtained  his 
appointment  as  clerk  in  the  freight  department  Uirough  Mr.  Burnett,  can- 
didate for  Congress 258 

was  an  applicant  for  the  postmastership  of  Atlanta 259 

expects  to  be  mail-agent  on  the  route  from  Washington  to  New  Orleans,  via 
Chattanooga;   is  charged  with  attempting  to  vote  men  illegally,  and  is 

arrested  ;  afterward  released 260 

has  been  an  active  politician  and  has  never  been  disturbed 261 

has  heard  of  three  or  four  cases  of  whippings  in  the  8tate  within  the  last 
twelve  months 263 

S. 

Savannah  News,  article  from  Augusta  Constitutionalist  on  Ku-Klux  outrages 1216, 1217 

SAWYER,  B.  F.,  testimony  of 676-907 

thirty-height  years  of  age ;  bom  in  Alabama ;  lives  in  Rome,  Floyd  County ; 
editor  of  the  Rome  Courier,  a  democratic  paper 878 

was  in  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  General  Bragg 906 

extracts  from  the  Commercial  of  February  3,  1871 ;  the  latter  hardly  a  fair 
expression  •f  the  sentiment  of  the  democratic  party 878, 879 

presentment  of  the  grand  jury  against  secret  organizations  made  the  first  week  of 
last  spring  term  ;  subsequent  grand  jury  found  that  there  was  no  such  organi- 
sation and  regretted  the  action  of  the  first  grand  jury ;  condemned  the  first 
finding  in  his  paper 879,898 

another  article  from  the  Commercial  relative  to  the  finding  of  the  grand  jury.  879, 880 

witness  concurs  in  it - 85*0 

correspondent's  account  of  an  interview  with  Mr.  Robert  Toombs,  from  the 
same  paper 880,881,899 

Tiews  of  witness  as  to  suffrage 881 

two  articles  from  the  Commercial  and  one  from  the  Rome  Courier,  March  25, 
1871,  entitled  **  And  the  ass  opened  his  mouth  and  spake;'*  assumes  the  re- 
sponsibility of  its  authorship 882 

article  from  the  Courier  of  February  24,  1871,  **The  Ku-Klux— The  Atlanta 

Sun  and  Bullock's  proclamation  ". 883 

proclamation  of  Governor  Bullock  and  editorial  comments 884, 885 

whipping  of  JourdanWare 885,900 

article  from  the  Southerner  and  Commercial,  .February  17,  1871,  '*  The 
Ku-Klux  Klan — An  article  in  which  the  editor  speaks  his  mind  very  plainly ;" 
thinks  the  article  exaggerated 886 

articles  from  the  Rome  Courier :  June  J  6,  1871,  "Another  of  Bullock's  lies 
nailed  to  the  counter; "  September  28, 1871,  **The  North  Carolina  Ku-Klux 
trials" 887,899 

his  authority  for  the  statements  therein ;  article  from  the  Rome  Courier,  August 

11,  1871,  and  from  the  Southerner  and  Commercial  of  October  27,  1871....  888 

and  from  same  issue,  article  headed  *'  Good ;  "  not  three  men  in  the 
county  would  indorHe  the  sentiment  of  the  latter ;  another  article  from  same 
issue,  ' '  General  Gran  t  has  gone  to  the  front !  The  Army  moves  to-morrow ! " 
expresses  the  feeling  of  the  community;  one  from  the  Rome  Courier,  July  1, 
1871 ;  would  like  to  qualify  it  and  make  it  not  quite  so  strong 889 

one  from  the  Rome  Courier,  June  23, 1871,  *'The  laws  of  the  Modes  and  the 
Persians ;  "  the  sentiments  therein  are  his  and  those  of  the  democratiojparW 
of  Georgia;  paragraph  from  Rome  Courier,  September  24,  1871 ;  Mr.  W.  G. 
Foster  toe  gentleman  referred  to 890 

firom  same  paper,  "Congressional  Ku-Klux  Committee;"  his  reasons  for  the 
disapproval  of  the  committee 691 

is  not  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux  order ;  has  never  seen  its  ritual  nor  a  mem- 
ber of  it ;  is  met  by  a  party  of  disguised  men  about  12  o'clock  at  night,  but 
is  not  made  to  dance  as  reported 892,900,901 

accounts  for  the  failure  of  the  grand  jury  to  find  a  bill  against  the  Livingston 
men  in  the  Foster  case,  Mr.  Penny  being  bribed ;  and  approves  of  its  ac- 
tion  893,902,906 

thought  it  proper  to  rebuke  the  grand  jury  and  Mr.  Foster  for  appealing  to  the 
FMeral  grand  jury;  is  now  satisfied  Mr.  Foster  did  right 894 

from  the  Southerner  and  Commercial,  October  13,  1871,  '*  To  business  men;" 
another  paragraph,  *'The  new  departure;"  sentiment  of  the  democratic 
party  of  Georgia  opposed  to  **thenew  departure" ^" 
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had  notbinf^  to  do  with  the  preparation  of  anj  of  the  articles  read  from  the 
Commercial ;  had  no  knowledg;e  of  them ;  foand  better  comments  upon  the 

committee  in  the  Boston  Post 896 

knows  of  no  denunciation  of  General  Grant  by  any  southern  man  as  strong  as 
that  used  by  Senator  Sumuer  in  his  San  Domingo  speech ;  nor  any  stronger 
denunciation  of  lawlessness  than  the  address  signed  by  the  democratic  mem- 
bers of  Congress  after  the  passage  of  the  Ku-KIux  bill ;  has  never  published 

any  article  approving  Ku-Klux  outrages 897 

arUcle  from  the  Indianapolis  Journal,  October  25,  J871,  taken  from  the  La 

Crosse  Republican,  21st 898 

the  oath  applied  by  Judge  Bond  to  grand  and  petit  jurors ;  its  effect  to  exclude 
almost  every  white  mau  in  the  South,  and  compel  the  formation  of  juries 

almost  entirely  of  negroes  and  northern  men ^ . .  899 

feeling  toward  northern  immigprants  generally  kind ;  no  prejudice  on  account 

of  political  views 900 

was  asked  to  join  the  Union  League  in  J8G6 ;  its  character;  a  relative  murdered 
in  Shelby  Couut^,  Alabama,  and  robbed  of  $20,000  by  the  Union  Leaguers, 

in  the  summer  of  1865 ;  illegal  voting  in  Floyd  County 901 

number  of  voters 901,902 

disposition  of  the  people  to  do  justice  to  all  men,  irrespective  of  race  or  polities.  002, 903 

prooa^le  effect  of  general  amnesty -    903 

jail  at  Louisville,  Jefferson  County,  broken  into  and  seven  prisoners  whipped 

and  mutilated ^ 904 

three  men  punished  in  Chattooga  County  punished  for,an  outrage  upon  a  negro ; 

has  heard  of  no  others 904  905 

a  portion  of  General  Forrest's  testimony  read  to  him 905 

never  heard  of  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization 906 

interference  of  the  general  government  with  the  affairs  of  the  States 907 

School-fund 927,928,930,931, 1062,  J  063, 1064 

School-houses  burned 10,298,594,1100, 1 J 37, 1167, 1188,  U«> 

SESSIONS,  W.  M.,  testimony  of 932-947 

lives  at  Blacksbear.  Pierce  County ;  judge  of  the  superior  court  for  the  Bruns- 
wick circuit  since  1800 932 

has  belonged  to  no  political  organization  since  the  war 944 

no  disturbance  in  Pierce  County ;  and  throughout  the  circuit  no  more  than 
bel'ore  the  war;  thinks  the  civil  authorities  can  enforce  the  law  in  the  circuit, 

unless  it  be  at  Darien ;  population  and  trade  of  Darien 933 

committal  to  jail  of  Mr.  I'isher  by  T.  G.  Campbell,  justice  of  the  peace;  his 

discharge  on  habeas  corpus 933, 934, 936, 943 

committal  to  jail  of  Captain  Ilatfield  by  Campbell;    he  is  released  on  a 

rehearing 934,935,943 

mixed  juries  in  Mcintosh  County ;  frequent  complaints  against  Campbell 936 

his  administration  as  governor  of  the  Sea  Islands 936, 937, 940, 94 1 

feneral  bearing  and  acts  of  Mr.  Campbell 938, 941, 942, 944 
liberty  County  overwhelmingly  republican 938 

its  former  condition  as  to  real  estate,  society,  &c,  compared  with  its  present.  938,940 

whipping  of  Mobly  or  Mosley,  Appliog  County,  spring  of  1871 938, 939 

less  ''regulating'*  now  than  before  the  war;  courts  and  juries  disposed  to  do 

justice  without  regard  to  race,  color,  or  politics 939 

doubts  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  in  his  neighborhood 940 

political  power  in  the  hands  of  tho  blacks  very  distasteful  to  the  whites 943 

charajcterof  Mr.  Campbell's  sou-in-lavv 943,944 

Judge  Syms  and  his  legal  knowledge 945,946 

statistics  of  the  bar  in  Chatham  and  Effingham  Counties  and  in  Savannah  ...  946 

Sharpp,  William,  whipping  of,  (Chattooga  County) 1078,1079 

SHEETS.  REUBEN,  (colored.)  testimony  of 651-653 

iittv-Uiree  years  old;    born  in  Clarke  County;    lives  in  Walton  County;  a 

slave ••651 

his  house  visited  by  the  Klu-Klux  in  March,  1871 ;  advice  given  him 651 

Au^stus  Mills  and  wife  whipped ;  whipping  of  Abel  and  Bufus  Smith 652 

SHEIBLEY,  P.  M.,  testimony  of 43-64 

a  native  of  Pennsylvania ;  left  there  in  1848 ;  reside  J  three  years  in  Virginia, 
and  twenty  years  in  Georgia ;  is  living  in  Rome  and  is  postmaster ;  prior  to 
the  war  was  professor  of  Latin,  Greek,  and  mathematics  in  the  Madison  Col- 
legiate Institute  in  Virginia,  and  the  Rome  Collegiate  Institute  in  Georgia ; 

engaged  in  planting  after  the  school  was  injured  in  tho  war 43 

was  secretary  of  a  Stale  convention  and  of  the  Georgia  State  constitutional  con- 
vention, in  1867-'(>8;  feeling  against  Union  men  after  the  election  of  Li^- 
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coin ;  violence  done  by  disguieed  men  toward  the  colored  people,  threatening 
them  that  they  shall  not  interfere  in  the  elections ;  that  they  must  not  vote 

the  radical  ticket 44 

cites  cases  of  Jourdan  Ware  and  Joe  Kennedy 44, 45 

first  heard  of  these  bands  of  disguised  men  in  1868,  through  a  proclamation 
issued  by  General  Meade ;  they  began  to  commit  outrages  in  the  county 

some  time  in  1870 45 

supposes  the  general  intention  was  to  create  alarm  and  to  prevent  parties  from 
voting ;  parading  in  Rome  of  twenty-one  disguised  men ;  has  heard  of  several 

cases  of  whippings  in  Floyd,  Chattooga,  Polk,  and  Cherokee  Counties 46 

the  effect  upon  tiie  colored  men  of  the  conduct  of  these  bands 46, 47 

the  object  of  the  organization  is  to  interfere  with  the  reconstruction  measureSi 
withlhe  right  of  the  colored  people  to  vote,  with  their  political  rights  generally ; 
and  a  majority  of  the  white  voters  of  Floyd  county,  outside  of  the 
republicans,  would  take  the  ballot  from  them,  and  also  all  civil  and  political 

rights 47 

state  of  feeling  between  whites  and  blacks 47, 48 

the  colored  people  have  generally  been  peaceable,  and  orderly ;  was  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Loyal  League ;  Leagues  first  organized  in  the  State  in  1867; 
the  Leagues  have  not  been  keep  up  since  the  presidential  election  in  1868  . .  48 

main  features  of  the  League,  its  teachings  and  practical  operation 48, 49, 5 1 

a  colored  man  can  vote  the  democratic  ticket  without  incurring  danger 49 

sentiment  of  the  people  in  relation  to  this  organization 49, 50, 57 

it  would  not  be  safe  for  »  man  publicly  to  proclaim  bis  belief  in  equal  suf&age, 

&c .^ 50 

has  heard  of  threats  being  made 'against  negroes  for  voting  or  desiring  to  vote 

the  democratic  ticket 51 

palliation  of  Ku-Klux  acts ;  influence  of  Mr.  Toombs  and  others  upon  public 

sentiment 52,56,57 

the  effect  of  disabilities 52,53 

charge  of  extravagance,  &c.,  made  against  the  State  administration 58 

opinion  as  to  the  administration  of  justice  in  Ku-Klux  cases c 53, 54, 59,  (R) 

colored  men  do  not  sit  upon  juries  in  the  State,  but  testify  in  the  courts 54 

no  excuse  for  Ku-Klux  given  in  his  region;  the  colored  people  quiet  and 
orderly ;  material  interference  with  their  industry  by  the  operations  of  the 
Ku-Klux  organizations  ;  the  general  state  of  terror  tends  to  influence  them  in 
their  political  action  and  to  keep  them  from  going  to  the  ballot-box ;  a  col- 
ored man  could  purchase  peace  and  safety  by  voting  the  democratic  ticket  .  55 
his  piesumptiou  that  there  is  a  State  organization,  and  his  reasons  therefor  . .  56 
tone  of  the  public  press,  democratic  and  rej^ublican,  relative  to  the  Ku-Klux  . .       57, 58 
the  purpose  of  the  orgaoization  is  to  nullify  the  practical  effect  of  the  recon- 
struction policy,  and  to  get  possession  of  the  Government 58 

opinion  as  to  the  effect  that  would  be  produced   by  republicans  holding 

public  meetings  against  these  organizations 5  J 

there  is  such  a  state  of  intimidation  among  witnesses  as  to  interfere  with  the 
action  of  the  grand  jury ;  and  one  of  the  causes  therefor;  his  opinion  as  to 

the  effect  of  general  amnesty  and  of  the  Ku-Klux  law ' 60 

standing  and  character  of  Judge  "Wright 61 

circumstances  connected  witb  the  arrest  of  a  man  by  General  Terry,  and  his 

liberation  by  tho  Ku-Klux 61,62,63 

attack  upon  Ben.  Taylor  and  McHenry,  republicans,  by  disguised  men 63, 64 

SHERMAN,  JOSJAH,  testimony  of 1140-Ii61 

fifly-tbree  yars  old  ;  bom  in  Vermont ;  lives  in  Fulton  County  ;  a  mechanic ;      %  1 

came  to  Georgia  in  1865 ;  engaged  in  cotton-planting  near  Augusta  in  J  866        U140  v 

went  to  Columbia  County  ;  member  of  the  constitutional  convention lj43^Vl55 

arepublicau 1144 

member  of  the  senate 1145, 1155 

bosses  a  gang  of  men  on  the  railroad * 1 157 

superintendent  of  car-building,  &c 1 158 

was  treated  cordially  for  six  months;  established  a  Sabbath-school  and  an  even- 
ing-school  1140,1154 

details  of  his  difficulty  with  Dr. relative  to  pay  for  attendance  on  the 

sick  in  his  employ 1140-1142 

change  of  feeling  on  tho  part  of  the  people  towards  him 1 142, 1 J  43 

,    Mr.  Phinnessy  claims  damages  on  his  farm  and  arrests  witness 1 143, 1 154, 1 1 55 

his  horse's  ear,  mane,  and  tail  cut  off 1 145 

his  account  of  the  breaking  up  of  a  republican  meeting  in  Lincoln  County  .  .1145, 1 146 
personal  assaults  made  upon  him,  and  threats  against  nim 1 146 
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was  turned  out  of  a  hotel  on  account  of  his  politics 1146, 1 147 

statement  relative  to  election  held  at  Appling,  county-seat  of  Columbia  County, 

December,  1870,  frauds,  intimidation^  rioting,  &c 1147-1150 

has  seen  persons  alleged  to  have  been  injured  by  the  Ku-Klux 1150 

killing  of  Mr.  Ad  kins '. 1150,1151,1158 

feeling  toward  northern  i mmigrants  and  republicans 1 151 

feeling  in  regard  to  the  education  of  colored  people ;  persecution  on  account 

of  teaching 1152 

names  of  parties  intimidated 1152,1153 

troubles  at  the  election  in  Appling 1153, 1159, 1160 

political  statistics  of  Richmond,  Columbia  and  Lincoln  counties 1156 

Shooting  of— 

Calhoun,  Wash.,  (colored, )  (Rome,  1871) 79 

Dannons,  Jake,  (colored,)  (Walton  County,  October,  1870) 8 

Ferrell,  Anderson,  (colored,)  (Troup  County,  May,  1870) 618-620 

Fulward,  Boston,  (colored,)  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871) 359 

Gallaher,  John  C,  (Washington  County) 1 1044 

Garrison,  Jerry,  (colored,)  two  sons  of»  (Cherokee  County,  October,  1868) 666,687 

Guidon,  Andrew,  ( Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871 ) 360 

Hendricks,  Charles,  (colored,)  (Gwinnett  County,  December,  1870) 516  517,519, 

520,521 

Hinton,  Alex.,  (colored,)  (Walton  County,  1865) 694 

Holcombe,  G.  B. ,  (White  County,  May,  1871 ) 493, 497, 908, 909, 912 

Jeter,  Columbus,  (colored,)  (Douglas  County,  April,  l871)..5()0,r)6I,566,637-639,9.^9, 

9ai„964, 968,969,972, 973 

Kenneday,  Joe,  (colored,)  (near  Rome,  January/l 87 1 ) 44, 45, 74, 75 

McMillan,  Lew.,  (colored,)  (Habersham  County,  1865) 484,487 

McPhail,  George,  (colored, )  (Mcintosh  County,  1871 ) 1057, 1058 

Negroes,  (names  not  given) 108,404,484,485,720 

Norris,  John  C,  (Warreuton,  October.  1868) 196, 197,218,219,267,268,1107 

Payne,  Isaac,  (colored,)  (Habersham  County^  1865) 484,487 

Poldo,  Hilliard,  (colored,)  (Clarke  County,  1870) 5,6 

Ponder,  James,  (Clarke  County,  January,  1871 ) 2, 3 

Richardson,  Alfred,  (colored,)  (Clarke  County,  January,  1871)..  1-4, 15,235,236,2:^8, 

250,251 

Robinson,  Anthony,  (colored. )  ( Morgan  County,  1 870) 8, 9 

Starrett,  Jeff,  (colored, )  (Habersham  County,  1865) 484, 487 

Stewart,  Samuel,  (colored,)  (Walton  County,  August,  1868) 591,592 

SHROPSHIRE,  JOHN  W.,  testimony  of 913-921 

fifU'-three  years  old;   bom  in  Oglethorpe  County;  lives  in  Floyd  County  ;  a 

mrmer,  and  sells  goods 913 

black  man  shot  in  Rome,  and  two  or  three  out  of  t4)wn  ;  knows  of  three  cases 

of  whippings ;  saw  two  of  the  parties ;  one  was  Jourdan  Ware 913 

Colonel  Waltemire's  plantation  visited ;  several  of  his  hands  whipped,  and  two 
of  the  girls  raped  ;  three  or  four  negroes  whipped  about  Mr.  Henley*s  place ; 
a  crowd  at  old  man  Adams's  and  Wesley  Shropshire's  place  ;  burning  of  a 

school-house -  914 

two  negroes  whipped  on  witness's  place,  also  his  son-in-law 914, 921 

general  fear  produced  by  these  acts ;  sentiment  of  all  good  citizens  opposed  to 
these  transactions  ;  no  one  punished  in  Floyd  County ;  three  in  Chattooga 

County 915 

Floyd  and  Chattooga  Counties  democratic ;  the  country  ruined  by  running  the 
negroes  off  to  town  ;  the  papers  treat  Ku-Klux  lawlessness  too  lightly,  rather 

in  commendation  than  condemnation 916 

the  Eckridgecase 917 

the  large  rewards  offered,  and  the  effect  thereof 918-920 

nothing  done  to  suppress  the  Ku  Klux  order  on  account  of  intimidation ;  pre- 
tended charges  against  Ku-Klux  victims ...* 920 

SHROPSHIRE,  WESLEY,  testimony  of 1099-1103 

seventy-one  years  old  ;  bom  in  Oglethorpe  County ;  lives  in  Chattooga  County ; 
a  farmer  and  planter ;  lias  been  senator,  sheriff,  and  judge,  and  a  member 
of  the  lower  house ;  wtis  sheriff  of  Floyd  County ;  member  of  secession 
and  constitutional  conventions;  opposed  secession;  a  Jackson  democrat; 

I  Union  man ;  a  slave-holder ;  voted  tor  General  Grant 1099, 1100, 1 101 

whipping  of  a  school-teacher,  February,  1871 ;  witness  notified  to  suppress  the 
school ;  burning  of  a  church  in  which  a  school  was  held ;  two  negroes  whip- 
ped         1100 

the  people  opposed  to  educating  the  negroes .'?  Jf 1 101 
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whipping  of  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Hepsonstall,  his  step-son  and  wife,  October,  1871 ; 
no  one  punished,  as  some  of  the  members  of  tne  grand  jury  are  members  of 
the  onpnization ;  parties  afraid  to  testify 1102 

object  of  the  Kn-Klux  to  carry  the  elections  and  to  intimidate  the  voters ;  in- 
timidation of  voters 1103 

SHROPSHIRE,  W.  M.,  testimony  of 622-637 

native  of  Oeorgia,  resides  in  Rome,  Floyd  County ;  a  merchant ;  member  of 
the  grand  jury  of  the  superior  court  of  the  county ;  summoned  as  a  witness 
before  the  United  States  grand  jurv,  but  not  examined  ;  so  far  as  he  knows 
the  law  is  executed  as  well  as  can  be 622 

a  democrat ;  was  a  Union  man ;  when  Georgia  went  out,  went  out  with  her ; 
voted  against  ordnance  of  secession 632 

was  a  slave-holder  and  slave-trader 633 

does  not  know  of  any  organized  resistance  to  the  laws ;  courts  and  jurors  dis- 
posed to  do  justice  irrespective  of  color  or  politics ;  northern  people  treated 
with  kindness,  courtesy  and  hospitality ;  remarks  of  a  Baptist  clergyman 
from  the  North;  some  depredations  by  disguised  men;  negroes  abused, 
whipped,  and  shot 623 

manner  of  drawing  juries ;  terms  of  court ;  no  negroes  on  juries 624 

two  newspapers  published  in  Rome,  both  democratic ;  they  denounce  the  pre- 
sentment of  the  grand  jury  because  it  was  against  the  Ku-Elux ;  true  bill 
found  against  Samuel  Dempsey,  but  no  others 625 

governor  Bullock^s  offer  of  rewards  assigned  as  a  reason  for  finding  no  bill. ..  626 

affidavit  of  James  Penny,  considered  by  the  grand  jury;  no  indictment 
found 626,627,630 

indictment  of  two  men  for  shootih^  Calhoun ;  they  dre  tried  and  acquitted : 
knows  of  no  one  being  punished  tor  a  wrong  done  to  a  colored  man  or  white 
radical 628 

thinks  the  sentiment  of  the  people  has  changed  very  much  in  regard  to  Ku- 
Klux ;  at  the  election  in  December,  for  members  of  the  legislature,  the  dem- 
ocrats had  a  very  large  m^ority  in  the  county  ;  colored  people  and  radical 
whites  were  not  kept  from  the  polls  through  tear 629 

the  unusually  large  rewards^  ofiered  by  Governor  Bullock  led  to  the  belief 
that  persons  would  procure  themselves  to  be  indicted  and  convicted  in  order 
to  obtain  them 630 

sawyer,  editor,  made  to  dance ;  elections  generally  peaceable ;  colored  men 
not  deterred  from  voting ;  in  some  instances  they  have  been  intimidated  by 
their  own  race 631 

negroes  more  divided  in  their  voting  than  formerly,  owing  to  kind  treat- 
ment ;  thinks  there  are  such  organizations  as  the  Ku-Klux,  but  not  a  politi- 
cal body  entirely,  more  for  robbery ;  that  they  were  first  intended  to  sup- 
press crimes ;  has  heard  of  one  democrat  being  whipped  in  Walker  County.  632 

with  that  exception,  their  victims  negroes  or  radicals ;  never  kuew  of  a  negro 
or  radical  belonging  to  the  Ku-Klux  ;  accounts  for  this ;  has  heard  a  great 
deal  of  abuse  toward  carpetbaggers 633 

letter  of  witness  inclosing  tne  general  presentments  of  the  grand  jury  of  Floyd 
County,  at  its  January  t«rm,  1871 634 

the  presentments 634,637 

8KILES,  JAMES,  testimony  of 743-752 

twenty-eight  years  old  ;  bom  in  Ohio ;  lives  in  Atlanta ;  for  four  years  been 
engaged  in  secret  service  for  railroad  and  express  companies  ;  assists  the 
United  States  marshal  executing  processes,  &c 743 

been  in  the  South  since  1857  ;  a  machinist  by  trade ....  747 

special  detective  in  Tennessee  in  1869 749 

saw  people  in  disguise  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia 743 

saw  seventy-five  in  Dade  County ;  telegraph  operator,  Cunningham,  or  Cum- 
mings,  whipped,  the  wires  cut,  and  instruments  broken  ;  the  train  of  cars 
taken  possession  of  and  held  for  two  hours ;  two  colored  men  and  their  wives 
whipped  ;  passengers  very  much  frightened,  but  not  interfered  with 744 

no  arrests  in  bade  County ;  could  not  get  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  issure  war- 
rants against  parties  burning  the  court-house  in  Gwinnett  County ;  line  of 
operations  of  the  Ku-Klux  to  suppress  prosecutions  against  any  of  the  Klan, 
and  to  control  the  vote  of  the  county 745,747 

two  threatening  letters 745 

made  thirteen  arrests  in  Jackson  County  in  connection  with  the  Holliday 
case;  could  not  have  done  it  without  the  aid  of  soldiers ;  compelled  to  release 
four  men  in  Gwinnett  County  ;  arrests  cannot  be  made  safely  by  the  ordi- 
nary officers  of  the  law 746 
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iu  the  counties  where  he  has  been  working,  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  able- 
bodied  men  belong  to  the  Ku-Klux ;  nearly  all  speak  in  favor  of  them  ;  con- 
servative party  controls  the  organization ;  Ku-Klux  have  grown  stronger 
for  the  last  eighteen  months  :  they  control  pretty  much  everytbine  about  the 
State  courts,  and  the  juries  in  the  Federal  courts  to  a  considerable  extent ; 
reasons  for  so  thinking  ;  Joseph  Jones  arrested  In  Jackson  County ;  con- 
fesses his  connection  with  Kn-Ktux  ;  cases  of  abuse  too  numerous  to  state. .  747 

has  never  known  a  single  instance  of  any  one  punished  for  these  acts 747,768 

their  victims  generally  radicals ;  where  democrats  have  been  molested  it  has 
been  for  protecting  negroes;  Barmore  killed  in  Tennessee  in  1869;  what 
was  said  about  it  by  the  democratic  papers  ;  his  body  found  and  recognized  ; 
particulars  of  the  killing  ;  Ku-Klux  conduct  more  severe  daily,  and  commit- 
ting more  acts  of  violence ;  thinks  no  Ku-Klux  could  be  tried  and  punished 

in  any  State  where  they  exist 1 748 

took  blank  warrants  against  illicit  distillers 749 

thinks  the  Klan  concerned  in  protecting  illicit  distilleries ;  rewards  offered  by 

Governor  Bullock  in  Georgia,  and  by  Governor  Seuter  in  Tennessee 751,752 

Smith,  Abel,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Walton  County,  March,  187 J) 652 

Smith,  Abraham,  (colored,)  whipping  of  wife  of,  (Walton  County,  March,  1871)..  402 

SMITH,  CAROLINE,  (colored,)  testimony  of 400,403 

thirty-five  years  old :  born  and  lives  in  Walton  County,  Georgia ;  whipping 

ofself  andhusband.Octolier,  1871 400,401 

outrage  upon  her  sister-in-law,  Sarah  Ann  ;  whipped  before  on  March  19 401 

•  whipping  of  a  girl,  and  of  Abraham  Smith's  wife,  in  March ;  general  scattering 
of  the  colored  people  that  month  ;  burning  of  school-bool^  ;  suppression  of 

schools •- 402 

Smith,  Caroline,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Walton  County,  September,  1871) 400-401, 

463,597 

SMITH,  CHARLES,  (colored,)  testimony  of 597-601 

thirty-nine  years  old ;  bom  and  lives  in  Walton  County 597 

is  visited  by  Ku-Klux  March  19,  1871,  and  shot  at;  whipping  of  his  wife  and 
sister ;  lay  out  for  two  months ;  visited  again  in  September ;  knocked  down 

with  rocks  and  whipped ;  exposure  of  the  person  of  the  females 597 

breaking  of  his  gun ;  seven  Ku-Klux  visited  him  the  first  time,  and  about  thirty 
the  second  time ;  recognized  Mr.  Felkcr  and  Sam.  Rich  ;  character  of  their 

disguises 598 

the  cnildren  not  injured;    Jim  Harper  assailed    because  he  was  teaching 

school ;  first  heard  of  Ku-Klux  two  years  ago  last  Christmas 599 

made  no  attempt  at  arrest  for  fear  of  being  killed  ;  was  before  the  grand  jury.  600 

Felker  engaged  in  illicit  distilling 6(M 

Smith,  Charles,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Walton  County,  September,  1871)  ..400,404,403, 

597, 655 
Smith,  Charles,  (colored, )  whipping  of  sister  of,  ( Walton  County,  September,  1871 ) .  597 

Smith,  Rufus,  (coloi-ed,)  whipping  of,  Walton  County,  March,  1871 652 

Smith,  William,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Walton  County,  March,  1671) 683 

Smyth,  William  H.,  United  States  marshal,  letter  of,  November  18,  1871 1215 

Sorrow,  A.  M.,  whipping  of,  (Oglethorpe  County) 872 

Speech  of  B.H.  Hill  before  the  Young  Men's  Democratic  Union,  October  13,  1868.  791-798 

Stales,  Rat,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Walton  County,  March,  1871) 464 

STALLINGS,  WILLIAM  H.,  testimony  of : 1119-1125 

thirty-eight  years  old ;  born  and  lives  in  Augusta ;  a  carpenter 1119 

was  county  treasurer  of  Richmond  County 1123 

agent  for  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad 1 124 

men  taken  from  the  Jefferson  County  jail ;  two  whipped,  one  killed,  and  seven    - 

had  their  ears  cut  off 1120 

mutilation  of  a  colored  man  and  white  woman  in  Jackson  County,  as  given 

to  witness  by  Dr.  M.E.Swinney - 1120,1123 

killing  of  the  Creeches,  father  and  son,  and  a  colored  woman 1120 

maniiestation  of  hostility  toward  witness  and  Colonel  Blodgett  in  Dawson, 

Terrell  County,  Febniary,  J870;  radical,  a  term  of  reproach 1121 

bitter  feeling  toward  radicals 1121,1122 

business  proscription  of  radicals 1122,1124, 1125 

killing  of  Sheriff  Grant  and  a  colored  man  in  Augusta 1 122 

election  statistics  of  Richmond  County 1124,1125 

has  heard  of  various  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  a  number  of  counties 1125 

Starrett,  Dave,  (colored,)  homicide  of,  (Habersham  County,  1865) 484,487 

Starrett,  Jeff.,  (colored,)  shooting  of,  (Habersham  County,  1863) ^ ,484,487 

uigitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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Stote  road,  management  of  the J03-105, 110,  111,  142-145, 157, 15d,  169, 170, 275, 276, 

300,312-314,347 

STEPHENS,  LINTON,  testimonrof 974-988 

'native  of  Georgia;  lives  in  Sparta,  Hancock  County;  a  lawyer,  and  has  a 

planting  interest 974 

knows  W.  H.  Harrison,  who  made  statement  to  the  committee  as  to  witness's 

action  on  election  day 976 

wlMi  occurred  on  the  day  of  the  election,  his  action  in  arresting  three  man- 
agers of  election,  and  the  grounds  for  it 974-977 

979, 980, 982, 9a3, 985 

the  poll-tax  of  1869 975-978,981,985 

exhibition  of  fire-arms  on  election  day,  and  the  reason  therefor 977, 985, 987 

article  2,  constitution  of  Georgia,  relative  to  qualifications  of  voters 977, 978 

section  29,  of  Article  1 ;  poll-tux  for  educational  purposes ;  article  6,  sections 

1,  2,  and  3,  establishment  of  a  free-school  system 978 

was  arrested  for  a  violation  of  the  enforcement  act  of  Congress ;  held  in  $5,000 
bail ;  matter  brought  before  the  grand  jury,  and  the  bill  ignored ;  resents  a 
personal  insult  on  election  day  by  knocking  Dr.  Brown  down ;  antecedents 

of  Harrison;  engaged  in  an  insurrection  in  1663 979 

object  of  that  conspiracy ;  Harrison  and  Barnes  elected  to.the  legislature,  both 

without  education ;  Harrison's  occupation,  politics 980 

no  intimidation  of  colored  voters  the  day  of  the  election ;  act  in  relation  to  the 

payment  of  the  poll-tax ;  no  white  republicans  in  the  county 961 

Harrison  has  no  cause  to  feel  insecure ;  no  organized  sentiment  unfriendly  to 

the  negroes - 982 

whipping  of  Watson 983 

aian  attacked  by  negroes  in  disguise  and  shot ;  fourteen  persons  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  two  years;  pardoned  after  three  months 

imprisonment ;  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  attack 984 

taxes  for  1870  and  1871,  and  questions  that  might  be  raised  in  regard  to  the 

qualification  of  voters 986 

murder  of  Jerry  Long;  his  character 987,988 

murder  of  William  Culver ;  his  character    988 

STEWART,  SAMUEL,  (colored,)  tesUmony  of 591-596 

forty-nine  years  old ;  bom  in  Athens ;  lives  in  Atlanta ;  a  carpenter 591 

describes  the  attack  made  on  him  and  his  shooting,  in  Social  Circle,  Walton 

County,  August  7, 1868,  by  John  and  William  Saluda 591, 592 

attempts  made  to  have  these  men  arrestad  and  punished  resulted  in  nothing. ..  593-595 
killing  of  a  boy  and  of  a  colored  man,  Daniel  Wallace ;  burning  of  a  school- 
house;  loses  his  tools 594 

8TURTEVANT,  SARAH  ANN,  (colored,)  tesUmony  of 462-465 

twenty-five  of  thirty  years  old ;  bom  and  lives  in  Walton  County,  Georgia ; 

unmarried 462 

whipping  of  self,  of  her  brother,  Charles  Smith,  and  his  wife;  manner  of 

wnipping 463 

▼isitea  by  the  Ku-KIux  before,  in  March;  threats  made ;  whipping  of  self  and 
sister-in-law,  Caroline ;  Rat  Stales  whipped ;  names  of  parties  engaged  ....  464 

iUicH  distilling 464,465 

Startevant,  Sarah  Ann,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Walton  County,  October,  1871).. 401, 463, 

464,466 
T. 

Taxation,  rate,  assessment,  iS&c.,  of  State 103,177,299,300,304,724,927,928,931,975- 

978, 981, 9e5, 986, 1041 

Taylor,  Ben,  (colored,)  outrage  upon,  (near  Rome,  1670) 63,64 

TAYLOR,  Lieutenant  F.  B.,  testimony  of , 503-515 

twenty-six  years  old ;  born  in  New  York  ;  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Army:  stationed  in  White  County  about  seventy  days;  been  in  (Georgia 

since  April,  1869 503 

killingof  Mr.Cason 504 

case  of  Mr.  West,  charged  with  misdemeanor 504, 505, 513, 514 

feeling  against  colored  people  and  radicals  very  bitter  ;  heard  of  the  first  Ku- 
Klux  raid  in  March  last ;  twelve  or  thirteen  different  raids  since ;  raid  upon 

Mr.  McCuUom  and  son 505 

saw  some  twenty  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  Decatur,  Alabama,  in  1868 ;  they  were 
disguised,  and  seemed  to  have  some  kind  of  drill  and  organization  ;  Ku-Klux 
in  Southwestern  Georgia ;  six  or  seven  cases  came  to  his  knowledge  in  Hous- 
ton County,  in  July  and  August,  1870;  two  shot,  one  badly  cut,  and  one 
whipped ;  no  notice  taken  of  these  by  the  civil  authorities 506 
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outrage  upon  Brown,  a  freedmau , 506,507 

lives  of  Mr.  Griffin  and  several  freedmen  threatened ;  Major  Kellogg  served 

withaKu-Kluz  notice *507 

thinks  the  lives  of  those  asking  protection  would  not  he  safe  if  the  troops  were 

not  there,  or  the  United  States  authority,  military  and  civil,  were  withdrawn; 

They  would  he  secure  only  in  the  larger  cities ;  the  old  feeling  between  the 

secession  and  Union  element  still  kept  up ;  difficulty  in  servicg  warrants 

and  making  arrests 508 

failure  to  inaict  has  made  matters  worse  in  White  County ;  hostility  of  the 

Ku-Klux  against  witnesses  in  the  United  States  courts 509 

illicit  distillers  at  the  bottom  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  in  White  County  ..  509,510 

abuse  of  soldiers 510,511 

action  of  the  military  officers  under  General  Terry 511,514 

forcible  release  by  the  Ku-Klux  of  a  man  arrested  by  the  military  in  Chattooga 

County;  attempted  release  of  prisoners 512 

Terry,  General,  action  in  the  case  of  Etberidge  by 61-63,70,71 

Terry,  General,  general  orders,  &c 96-98,531,532, 1063, 1064, 1098 

Terry,  Mr.,  and  six  sons,  homicide  of,  (Warren  County) 610 

Testimony  of— 

Aaron,  Nancy  Susan 459,460 

Aaron,  W.  R 585-591 

Addison,  Joseph 545-548 

Allen,  ThomasM 607-618 

Anderson,  Edward  C 175-182 

Anderson,  Lewis 864-866 

Angier,  Nedon  L 149-175,1062-1070 

Anthony,  Martin 692-694 

Arnold,  Rachel 388-390 

Atkins,  James 522-532 

Barnes,  Eli 954-959 

Benafield,  Jack 683,684 

Benning,  Henry  L 182-189 

Benson,  Caroline 386-388 

Bradford,  RobertH 707-712 

Brand,  M.  V 350-356 

Brock,  Walter lOOt-1017 

Brown,  Joe 501-503 

Brown,  Joseph  E 810-828 

Brown,  Mary 375-377 

Burnet,  WilUam 991-999 

Burnett,  G.  B 947-954 

Burnett,  George  P 64-73 

Bash,  Hilliard 684-687 

Caldwell,  Rev.  J.  H 425-459 

Calhoun,  John  C 478-4^ 

Campbell,  T.  G 845-664 

Campbell,  T.  G.,  jr 1057-1060 

Carter,  Jasper 472-477 

Carter,  Maria 411-414 

Chambers,  E.  H 602-607 

Christy,  JohnH 233-248 

Church,  JohnM 483-493 

Coe,  Henry 640 

Colby,  Abraham 695-707 

Cole,  Carlton  B 1182,1198 

Coley,  JohnL 36:J-:i68 

Conley,  John  L 921,922 

Davis,  Warren 727-730 

Drennon,  ThomasM 403-407 

Eager,  Scipio 668-671 

Elder,  Mary 733-735 

Elder,  Simon 731-733 

Farrow,  Henry  P 637-640 

Ferrell,  Anderson 618-622 

Flannigan,  Harrison 480-483 

Flemister,  George 655-663 

Flourn^,  Hannah ^ftfeed  fey  t^GGgle  532-535 

Floyd,  Monday ..,1060-1062 
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Foreyth,  C.  D - 19-43 

Foster.  Rol)ert  8 1071-]081 

Foster.  William  G 671-681 

Fowler,  Levi 1J61-1171 

Garrison,  Leanna v 666-668 

Garrison,  Samuel 687-669 

Gently,  George  W 555-560 

Gogfpu.  Hester 408,409 

Gordon,  John  B 304-349 

Gregory,  John  M 988-991 

Hardeman,  Thomas 248,249 

Hargrove,  Z.  B 73-88,999-1002 

Harris,  W.  H 576-580 

Harrison,  W.  H 923-932 

Hayes,  Henry 866,867 

Hays,  Ransom 681,682 

Hendricks,  Charles 515-520 

Hendricks,  Martha 520-522 

Hightower,  E.  A 1198-1207 

HiJl.  H.  H 752-810 

Hill,  John 712-714 

Hinton,  Alexander 694,695 

Holcombe,G.  B 496-500 

Holliday,  Elizabeth 414-417 

Holiiday,  F.  M 460-462 

Hollidftv.  J.  R 417-424 

Howard,  Cbaries  Wallace 828-845 

Hoyt  Lieutenant  George  S , 1111-1119 

Hughes,  C.C 539-543 

Ingersoll,  H.  D 1171-1182 

Ivey,  Wesley 650,651 

Jennings,  William 1125-1140 

Jeter,  Aury - 565-567 

Jeter,  Columbus 560-565 

Johnson,  John 664-666,867-870 

Jones,  H.  C 1207-1212 

Jones,  Warren 689-692 

Kenimer,  R.  T 908-913 

Kinney,  Betty 535,536 

Kinney,  Toddy 477-478 

Lane,  Daniel  - - 653-655 

Little,  Charles 471,472 

Little.  LetJtia 410,411 

Little,  Rena 410 

Lowther,  Henry 356-:363 

Lyon,  OliverT , 378-385 

Martin,  A.  B 548-552 

McCoy,  James    ' 395-400 

McCoy,  Rebecca 393-395 

McCoy,  Sarah 390-393 

McElhannon.  Prince 648-650 

MilU,  Augustus 468-470 

Mills,  Letty 465-468 

Mitchell,  William  Hampton 641-644 

Moore,  Romulus 735-743 

Morrin,  William  C 1081-1099 

KaQce,  James : 567-574 

Kance,  James  L 574-676 

Neal,  John 1018-1034 

Neal,  Mary 386 

Korrifl,  John  C 193-233 

Ogtesby,  William  H 1002-1007 

Paine,  Hon.  Wm.  W 190-193 

Peny.  JohnO 537-539 

Pife,  JohnD 36&-375 

Ray,  Mary 424,425 

RV,  O.G ........r...  580-582 

S^,  Willis .fE^.^.^.y.>...  582-688 
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Testimony  of— 

Reed,  Andy 645,646 

Reed,  Mitchell 646,647 

Reed,  Sampson 644,645 

Richardson,  Alfred )-l9 

Robinson,  Francis  J *. 876-877 

Rockafellow,  Andrew  D 249^264 

Sawyer,  B.  F 878-907 

Sessions,  W.  M 932-947 

Sheets,  Reuben 651-653 

Sheibley,  P.  M 43-64 

Sherman,  Josiah ^ 1140-1161 

Shropshire,  John  W 913-921 

Shropshire,  Wesley 1099-1103 

Shropshire,  W.  M 623-637 

Skiles,  James 743-758 

Smith,  Carolina 400-403 

Smith,  Charles 597-601 

Stalliugs,  WiUiamH 1119-1125 

Stephens,  Linton 974-988 

Stewart,  Samuel 591-596 

Sturtevant,  Sarah  Ann • 462-465 

Taylor,  Lieutenant  F.  B 503-5J5 

Todd,  Lieutenant  J.  H 1103-1110 

Trotter,  Henry  C 493-496 

True,  B.  H 715-727 

Turner,  Henry  M 1034-1042 

Twiggs,  H.  D.D 104^-1056 

Westmoreland,  Greene 730,731 

Willingham,  William 552-555 

Wimpy,  John  A 121^1217 

Woods,  Solomon 543-545 

Wright,  AmbroseR 264-304 

Wright,  Augustus  R 88-149 

Wright,  William  F 959-974 

Thrasher,  Noah,  (colored,)  wife  and  child,  whipping  of 7 

Threats  against — 

Booth,  William 460,590 

Bush,  Hilliard 684,685 

Griffin,  Mr 507 

Harvey,  R.  D 559 

Hill,  John 714 

Holcombe,  G.  B 498 

Kellogg,  Major 507 

McCoy,  James 396 

Nance,  James 441,567,568,575 

Ray,  Willis 581,583 

Timms,  Mr 354 

Turner,  HeniyM 1036 

Timms,  Mr.,  threats  against 354 

Tobe,  (boy,)  whipping  of,  (Walton  County,  Inarch,  I87i; 465,466«468 

TODD,  Lieutenant  J.  H.,  testimony  of Ilt)9-I110 

second  lieutenant  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry 1103 

in  Georgia  since  Apnl,  1869;  one  year  in  Warrenton ;  two  months  at  Wash- 
ington, Gfeorgia;  the  remainder  of  the  time  at  Atlanta 1104 

has  met  with  no  resistance  to  his  orders ;  never  met  any  bands  of  disguised 
men ;  some  parties  bitter  toward  the  Government  in  1869 ;  has  heard  of  par- 
ties disposed  to  threaten  the  use  of  military  forces  of  the  United  States ;  was 
detailea  to  assist  Sheriff  Chap  Norris  in  making  arrests  in  Warren  County. .        1104 
Norrls  made  five  or  six  arrests,  and  met  with  no  resistance ;  arrests  parties  by 

order  of  Major  Kline  as  witnesses  against  Norris,  charged  with  bribery 1105 

Norris  charged  with  using  the  name  of  the  militaiy  to  uBvy  money  from  per- 
sons   1105,1)10 

character  of  Norris 1105 

is  satisfied  of  Norris's  dishonesty 1106,1107 

never  met  with  any  personal  unkindness  from  fte  citisens ;  beiievee  in  an  or- 
ganized body  inimical  to  theChivermnent  of  the  United  Staites :  negro  whipped 
on  Mr.  Battle's  place  in  the  fall  of  1869;   no  genenl  fiiiiiiin^  for  or  against 
the  negroes ;  they  can  pursue  their  avocations  in  some  sections,  in  oChm      «         t 
not m06| 
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shooting  of  Chap  Norris :  the  note  he  took  to  corer  damages  he  had  sustained, 
the  base  of  the  charge  of  bribery 1107 

people  of  Warren  County  not  generally  friendly  to  the  QoTemment ;  taking  of 
negroes  from  a  train  at  Dearing,  and  their  killing 1108 

bribery  of  Norris 1109,1110 

,     a  man  escaping  arrest  shot,  and  claims  lie  was  Ku-Kluxed  by  soldiers ;  the 

military  authorities  endeavored  to  do  justice  to  all 1 1110 

TfiOTTER,  HENRY  C,  testimony  of 498-496 

twenty-five  years  old ;  bom  and  lives  in  Habersham  Cdunty ;  a  democrat ; 
was  notary  public ;  proposition  made  to  him  by  a  committee  to  administer  an 
oath  in  a  secret  organization  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down  the  revenue 
kw,  1867 ;  Mr.  Holcombe  shot  at ;  heard  of  three  negroes  whipped  in  White 
County ;  heard  of  about  seventy-five  persons  riding  disguised 493 

these  negroes  whipped  on  account  of  their  charging  certain  parties  with  being 
eonUected  with  the  murder  of  Mr.  Cason,  United  States  marsnal ;  friendly  con- 
dition of  feeling  among  the  people  of  Habersham ;  peace  and  good  order 
there 494 

thinks  the  parties  injured  could  not  obtain  justice  in  the  courts ;  cites  the  kill- 
ing of  several  negroes  by  Mr.  Barney 495 

TEUE>  B.  H.,  testimony  of 715-727 

has  resided  in  Madison,  Morgan  County,  since  November,  \6Go;  bom  in 
Monroe  County,  New  York:  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  One  hundred  and 
thirty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers ;  served  through  the  war ;  bought  a  farm 
in  Morgan  County ;  his  reception  friendly ;  as  successful  in  fanning  as  his 
neighbors  ;  never  met  with  rudeness  because  he  had  been  a  Union  soldier 


contented ;  they  generally  receive  good  treatment 17 15/ 

settlements  made  by  the  land-owners  with  their  tenants  renting  on  shares,       i^"^! 

justly  and  fairly  made;  the  administration  of  justice  reasonably  fair \  716  J 

there  is  a  natural  antagonism  to  the  negpro  race ;  voting  free  and  unrestrained ; 
has  no  confidence  m  the  veracity  of  the  negroes ;  considers  Georgia  as 

peaceable  and  orderly  as  New  York 717 

'  there  is  no  discrimination  against  any  of  the  northern  families  on  account  of 
pelitics ;  sentiment  of  the  people  and  the  Laws  of  the  6tate  su£Bcient  for  the 
protection  of  person  and  property ;  has  voted  bat  once  since  he  has  been  in 

Georgia 718 

and  only  once  in  the  North ;  is  twenty -eight  years  old ;  reasons  for  not  voting.  719 

has  heard  of  no  Ku-EJux  organization  in  the  county ;  two  or  three  raids  im- 
puted to  them  ;  the  breaking  open  of  the  iail,  and  the  shooting  of  a  colored 
man ;  the  whipping  of  a  negro  near  Rntledge,  and  a  colored  woman  shot  in 

the  leg;  no  arrests  made 720 

owns  the  Appeal  and  Advertiser,  an  independent  paper;  it  detailed  the  facts 

in  the  case  of  the  negro  shot  in  jail 721 

is  a  printer ;  has  a  real  estate  ofiice,  and  prints  the  paper  as  an  advertising 

medium  ;  introductory  letter  to  Messrs.  Bayard  and  Vooiiiees 722 

the  negro  Charles  Clarke  shot  in  jail,  was  charged  with  attempting  rape 723 

but  a  small  fraction  of  the  real  estate  of  the  county  held  by  negroes  ;  the  tax 
falls  most  heavily  upon  the  whites;  general  feeling  of  the  whites  toward  the        t       . 

colored  people feSy 

.   his  viewB  as  to  voting  for  blacks,  «md  qualification  for  office 724, 7^ 

shoodog  of  Charles  Clarke 725 

knows  of  no  attempt  to  find  out  who  were  concemed  in  his  killing,  except  the 

coroner's  inquest 726 

Turner,  Abram,  (colored, )  homicide  of,  (Putnam  County) 61 1, 706, 707, 1039 

Turner,  Henry  M.»  character  of. 1084,1085,1090,1091,1092,1094,1097,1184, 

1187,1188,1195 

TURNER,  HENRY  M.,  (colored,)  testimony  of li  34-1042 

thirty-eight  ^eara  old  ;  bora  in  South  Carolina;  lives  in  Macon,  Bibb  County; 
miniater  of  the  gospel ;  presiding  elder ;  member  elect  of  the  legislature ;  to- 
day ejected  from  his  seat  and  his  opponent  given  it;  was  a  chaplain  in  the 

UnioD  Army  ;  a  republican 10:34 

his  life  has  been  threatened,  and  he  is  satisfied  that  if  he  had  not  secreted  him- 
self Ib  a  dozen  instances  he  would  have  been  assassinated 1035 

kiUmgofMr.Ashbum 1035,1036 

scores  of  people  injured  by  disguised  night  marauders;  cases  most  numerous 

between  Maeen  and  Augusta,  in  counties  named ;  killing  of  Mr.  Dease 1036 

oondlciou  (^faffiurs  in  Macon 10:36, 10:37 

general  eharaet^  of  the  election  in  December,  1870 1037, 1038, 1040 
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illegal  Yoting  and  intimidation :  opening  of  tbe  ballot-boxes 1038 

his  contest  for  a  seat  in  the  legislature 1038, 1039 

organized  bands  of  assassins  to  kill  republicans :  killing  of  Abram  Turner  in 

Putnam  County 1039 

figbt  at  tbe  election  held  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Turner. ..  1039, 1040 

a  number  of  the  colored  men  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years ;  par-      .        . 

dons  by  Governor  Bullock ;  colored  people  run  to  the  cities  as  an  asylum  . .      (l04y 

justice  generally  done  by  the  courts  between  persons  of  color ;  between  white 

and  black,  the  odds  against  the  black  man ;  practical  peonage  in  tbe  country ; 

effect  of  the  provision  in  the  constitution  requiring  the  prepayment  of  taxes     /        \ 

as  a  qualification  for  voting I  104y 

estimated  number  of  murders  in  Georgia  since  reconstruction*  between  fifteen     ^^-^^""^ 
and  sixteen  hundred,  and  in  the  Southern  States  twenty  thousand ;  feeling 
in  favor  of  emigration  from  the  State ;  proposed  legislation  in  regard  to  con-      ^        \ 

tracts 11042] 

TWIGGS,  H.  D.  D.,  testimony  of 1042?rD5Br 

thirty.four  years  old  ;  bom  in  South  Carolina ;  lives  in  Washington  County ; 

a  lawyer 1042 

judge  of  the  middle  judicial  circuit 1042 

a  democrat ;  appointed  by  Governor  Bullock 1045 

parties  taken  from  the  jail  in  'Jefferson  County.  February,  ]b71 :  six  of  them 

mutilated  and  one  shot  dead 1043 

killing  of  a  negro  in  Sandersville  jail,  Washington  County ;  shooting  of  John 

C.  Gallaher,  December,  1870 1044 

no  successful  prosecutions  against  anv  of  the  parties  charged  with  these  offenses ; 
Washington  County  quiet  since  the  general  meeting  held  to  condemn  the 

Ku-Klux 1045 

the  colored  people  generally  flock  to  the  towns  and  villages ;  kindly  feeling      .         >« 

between  the  races ;  prompt  justice  done  colored  people  in  the  courts yCiSJ 

unqualified  condemnation  of  Ku-Klux  by  the  best  people  of  the  country ;  quiet       v.^ 
and  prosperity  of  the  people;  greater  degree  of  inaustry  %mong  the  whites 
than  before  the  war ;  sentiment  of  the  community  toward  men  who  live  by      ,       .^ 

manuallabor 11042/ 

raid  upon  a  lady  in  Johnson  County  by  colored  men 1047,  iT}48 

average  amount  of  lawlessness  no  greater  than  in  the  North ;  elections  within 
the  last  two  ^ears  markedly  quiet  and  orderly;  no  attempts  made  to  prevent 
tbe  negroes  from  voting ;  persons  from  the  North  received  with  astonishing 

courtesy  and  welcome 1048 

a  man  is  secure  anywhere  in  Georgia  in  tne  expression  of  bis  political  opinions; 
no  organized  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  insecurity  of 

jails ;  whipping  the  common  punishment  under  the  system  of  slavery 1049 

corporal  punishment  of  servants  by  their  employers ;  two  or  three  negroes  in 

Washington  County  strapped 1050 

rescue  by  disguised  men  o^  a  man,  condemned  to  death,  from  the  Milledgeville 

jail;  his  previous  rescue  from  the  Hancock  jail 1051 

social  feeling  toward  republicans  generally,  and  scalawags 1053 

establishment  of  colored  schools;  general  disposition  to  educate  the  colored 
people;  feeling  toward  teachers;  Governor  Bullock^s  appointments  gen- 
erally republican 1054 

feeling  against  a  clergyman  or  teacher  who  combines  politics  with  his  teaching.         1  (55 
no  white  republicans  in  his  circuit 1056 

U. 

Uncle  Simon  and  son,  (colored, )  whipping  of,  (Jackson  County) 536 

Union  Leagues,  (Loyal,) nature,  effect,  &c.,  of 28, 48, 49, 51, 68, 183, 190, 345, 447, 615, 

815,901 
W. 

Wallace,  Daniel,  (colored, )  homicide  of,  ( Walton  County) 594 

Wallace,  Mr,  homicide  of,  (Warrenton,  March,  1869) 197, 198,220,221,206,267,288, 

289,769,770, 1024, 1025, 1164, 1165, 1168, 1169, 1170, 1205, 1210 

Wallace,  Mr.,  homicide  of  a  negro,  by,  (Warrenton,  1868) 211 

Walthall,  John,  homicide  and  whipping  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 407,412, 

471,473,544,547,1010 

Walthall,  Tilda,  outrage  upon,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 412,471,172 

WALTHALL,  TILDA,  (colored,)  testimony  of -....  ./TT^tw;: 407-408 

twenty-one  years  old ;  lives  in  Haralson  County,  Georgia ;  Wui'mnmv.. ...  407 
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killing  of  her  husband,  John,  in  May,  1871 ;  he  receives  300  lashes 407 

whipping  of  Jasper  Carter  and  Charles  Little,  same  date 408 

Wwre,  Jourdan,  (Green  Foster,)  (colored,)  outrage  upon,  (near  Rome,  January, 

1871) 21,22,30,31,44,45,66,74,75,98,99,130,131,404,885,900,913,920 

Warner,  M«gor,  homicide  of,  (Columbus,  1865,  or  1866) 184,188,189 

Watson,  Charles,  (colored,)  whipping  of,  (Clarke  County,  January,  1871) 1-4, 15, 235, 

236,238 

West,  Mr.,  case  of,  (charged  with  misdemeanor) 504,505,513,514 

Western  and  Atlantic  Kailroad,  (Stdte  road,)  management  of  the 10^105, 110,  111, 

142-145, 157, 158, 169, 170, 275, 276, 300, 312-3 14, 347 

WESTMORELAND,  GREENE,  (colored, )  testimony  of 730, 731 

thirty-six  years  old ;  born  in  Spalding  County ;  lives  in  Atlanta 730 

had  a  fracas  with  Dr.  Nunnally,  who  cut  him  and  struck  him  with  an  iron  bar  . .  730 

Whipping,  manner  of 18,401,463,473,479,502,539,549,553,669 

Whipping  of— 

Addison,  Joseph,  (Haralson  County,  March,  1871 ) 545 

Addison,  Joseph,  son-in-law  and  nephew  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871)..  545 

Allen,  Harry,  and  wife,  (colored,)  (Gwinnett  County,  May,  1871) 603,641,681 

Allen,  Jack,  (colored,)  (Gwinnett  County,  May,  1871) 603,641,681 

Antony,  (Floyd  County) 405 

Battle,  Lawrence,  brother-in-law  of,  (Hancock  County) 1204 

Benafield,  Jack,  (colored, )  (Walton  County,  October,  1871) 466 

Bradham,  William,  (colored,)  (Floyd  County,  1870) 75 

Brassel,  Mrs.,  (Glascock County,  July,  1869) 1022,1111,1112 

Brigan,  Bill,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871) 359 

Brown,  Joseph,  (colored,)  (White  County,  May,  1871) a57, 386, 387, 502, 908 

Brown,  Mary,  (colored,)  (White  County,  May,  1871) 375,376,386,367,389,502 

Burson,  Charles,  (colored,)  Gwinnett  County,  May,  1871) 503,641,681 

Calhoun,  John  C. ,  (colored, )  (Jackson  County,  1870) 478, 479 

Carter,  Jasper,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871 ) 408, 412, 473 

Clergyman,  (colored, )  (Chattooga  County) 93, 94, 127-129 

Colby,  Abram>  (colored,)  (Greene  County,  October,  1869) 611,696,1113,1114 

Coley,  JohnC,  (Haralson  County,  February,  1871) ." 363,367,1009 

Cunningham  or  Cummings,  (Dade  County) 744 

Davis,  Michael 441 

Dease,  Elyah,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871) 359 

Dease,  Elijah,  mother  of,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871 ) 359 

Dease,  Fred.,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871) 359 

Dougherty,  Mr.,  (Jackson  County) 710,711 

Eager,  Scipio,  (colored,)  (Washington  County,  April,  1871) 668,669 

Eager,  Scipio,  (colored,)  brother  of,  (Wasliington  County,  April,  1871) 668,669 

Elder,  Jim,  (colored, )  C^larke  County,  January,  1871  )* 6 

Fambrough,  Mr 239 

Ferguson,  (colored,)  (Jefferson  County) 280 

Garrett,  William,  (colored,)  (Floyd  County,  1870) 75 

Goggin,  Hester,  (colored)  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871 ) ^ 409 

Golcfiboro,  Mr 610 

GriJBSth,  Harry,  (colored,)  (Gwinnett  County,  Juno,  1B71) 642 

Hardiman,  Samuel  Z.,  (Oglethorpe  County,  1868  or  1869) 872 

Harper,  Jim,  (colored,)  (Walton  County) 599 

Haycock,  (Acock) 7 

Hayes,  Henry,  (colored,)  (Gwinnett  County,  August,  1871 ) 866 

Hepsonstall,  Mr.,  step-son  and  wife,  (Chattooga  County,  October,  1871) 1102 

Hughes,  B.  T.,  (Haralson  County,  1871) 1010 

Hughes,  C.C,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 539,540,1010 

Hurlbut,  Mr.,  (Greensborough,  September  1,  1869) 1113 

Hutcheus,  Silas.  (White  County,  1871) 497 

Johnson,  Hilliard,  (colored,)  (near  Rome) 68,75 

King,  Patrick,  (near  Rome) 68,75 

Lane,  Daniel,  (colored, )  (Morgan  County,  July,  1871) 653 

Lavender,  John  A. ,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871 ) 359 

Little,  Charles,  (colored,)  wife  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1671) 409,471 

Little,  Letitia,  (colored,)  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 410,411,471 

Little,  Letitia.  (colored,)  aunt  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 410 

Little,  Rcna,  (colored,)  (Haralson  County.  May,  1871 410,471 

Lowrey,  Mr.,  (Walker  County,  July,  1871) ^...1004,1005 

Lowther,  Jerry gilizsd  by.  V 360 

Martin,  A.  B.,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 549,553,1009 

IV— G 
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McHenrj,  James,  and  son,  (colored^  (near  Rome) 63,64 

MiUs,  Augustus,  (colored,)  (Walton  County,  March,  1871) 465,466,468,652,865 

Mills,  Letty,  (colored,)  (Walton  County,  March,  1871) 465,466,468,652 

Mitchell,  George,  (colored,)  (Gwinnett  County,  May,  J871) 603,641 

Mitchell,  Wm.  Hampton,  (colored,)  Gwinnett  County,  May,  1871) 603,641 

Mitchell,  Wm.  Hampton,  former  wife  and  son  of,  (Ciwinnett  County,  June, 

1871) 642 

Mobley,  or  Mosley,  Mr.,  (Appling  County,  1871) 938,939 

Moore,  Mat,  (colored,)  (Whitefield  County,  August,  1871) 570 

Moore,  Mr.,  (Chattooga  County,  October,  1871 )    1102 

Neal,  Mary,  (White  County,  May,  1871) 377,386 

Negroes,  (names  not  given) 75,211,217,218,359,402,591,720,744,913,914,921, 

989, 1071, 1087, 1098,  UOO,  1106, 1114, 1126, 1127 

Pendergrast,  Mitchell,  (colored,)  (Jackson  Coimty,  April,  1871) 581,585 

Poldo,  Hilliard,  (colored,^  (Clarke  County,  1870) 516 

Powell,  Thomas,  and  wife,  (Haralson  County,  1871) 551 

Ray,  Joe,  (colored,)  (Haralson  County,  1871) 504 

Reed,  Mitchell,  (colored,)  Jackson  County,  April,  1871) 419,441,585,645,646,647 

Richards,  Thomas,  (colored,)  (Columbia  County,  July,  1868) 736 

Robb,  Mr.,  (Chattooga  County,  September,  1871) .• 525 

Sharpe,  William,  (Chattooea  County)  .i 1078,1079 

Smith,  Abel,  (colored,)  (Walton  County,  March,  1871) 652 

Smith,  Abraham,  wife  of,  (Walton  County,  March,  1871 ) 402 

Smith,  Caroline,  (colored, )  (Walton  County,  September,  1871) 400,401,463,464 

Smith,  Charles,  (colored,)  (Walton  County,  September,  1871) 400,401,463,597,865 

Smith,  Charles,  sister  of,  (Walton  County,  September,  1871) 597 

Smith,  Rufus,  (colored, )  (Walton  County,  March,  1871) 652 

Smith,  William,  (colored, )  (Walton  County,  March,  1871) 683 

Sorrow,  A.M.,  (Oglethorpe  County) 872 

Stales,  Rat,  (colored, )  (Walton  County,  March,  1 871 ) 464 

Sturtevant,  Sarah  Ann,  (colored,)  (Walton  County,  October,  1871)... 401, 463, 464, 466 

Thrasher,  Noah,  wife  and  child,  (Clarke  County,  1871) 5,6 

Tobe,  (colored,)  (Walton  County,  March,  1871) 465,466,468 

Uncle  Simon  and  son,  (colored, )  (Jackson  County) 5^36 

Ware,  Jourdan,  (colored^)  (Floyd  County,  January,  1871) 404,885,900,913,920 

Walthall,  John,  (colored,)  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 407,412,471,473 

Watson,  Charles,  (colored,)  (Clarke  County,  1871) 1-4,15,235,2:^,238,983 

Whitomen 485,911,1022 

Willingham,  William,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871) 549,553 

Winn,  Henry,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871) 359 

Winn,  John,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871) 359 

WILLINGHAM,  WILLIAM,  testimony  of 552-555 

nineteen  years  old ;  born  in  Alabama ;  lives  in  Haralson  County ;  a  farmer ; 
step-son  of  A.  B.  Martin ;  is  visited  ^y  the  Ku-Klux,  and  he  and  his  step- 

fatner  whipped  ;  manner  of  whipping ;  names  of  parties 553 

whipped  on  account  of  politics ;  Joe  Ray  whipped ;  his  mother  struck  with  a 

gun 554 

slept  in  the  house  but  twice  since  May  7,  1871 555 

Willingham,  Williami  whipping  of,  (Haralson  County,  May,  1871)    549-553 

WIMPY,  JOHN  A.,  testimony  of 1212-1217 

thirty-three  years  old  ;  bom  in  East  Tennessee ;  lives  in  Lumpkin  County ;  a 

lawyer,  and  has  an  ofi&ce  in  Atlanta 1212 

arepublican 1213 

bitter  remarks  of  Colonel  Young,  member  of  Congress 1212-1214 

Winn,  Henry,  whipping  of,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871) 359 

Wion,  John,  whipping  of,  (Wilkinson  County,  August,  1871) 359 

Witnesses,  list  of,  (see  ** Testimony.") 

WOODS,  SOLOMON,  testimony  of 543-545 

fifty-nine  years  old ;  born  in  South  Carolina ;  live  in  Haralson  County,  Geor- 
gia; afarmcr;  aradical ^ 543 

visited  by  Ku-Klux  July  30,  1871 543 

outrage  upon  Mr.  Addison ;  killing  of  John  Walthall 544 

WRIGHT,  AMBROSE  R.,  testimony  of 264-304 

a  resident  of  Augusta ;  a  lawyer ;  the  editor  of  the  Chroilicle  and  Sentinel,  and 

a  native  of  the  State;  was  an  elector  on  the  Fillmore  ticket  in  1856,  and  on 

the  Bell  and  Everett  ticket  in  1860 ;  the  laws  are  enforced  by  the  courts, 

»    and  there  is  less  crime^now  committed  than  within  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 

years ! 264 

manner  of  appointment  of  the  judicial  officers,  and  their  political  status 265 
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manner  ot  selecting  and  character  of  juries 265,266 

killing  of  Mr.  Wallace  by  Dr.  Darden 266,267,288,289 

killing  of  Dr.  Darden 267,282,283 

attack  upon  J. C. Norris ;  his  character  as  to  veracity ^.  267,268 

history  of  tbe  note  held  by  Norris,  signed  by  Swayne,  Hill,  and  others 268, 283 

particulars  of  the  Adkins  case 268,269,283,284 

his  views  as  to  the  general  administration  of  justice  by  the  courts ;  cites  cases.  269, 270 
the  changes  made  in  the  law,  reducing  the  grade  of  offenses,  and  the  effect  and 
object  thereof;  pilferings  by  the  ne^oes ;  the  negroes,  as  a  class,  have  be- 
haved remarkably  well ;  manner  of  their  treatment  by  the  whites \  270  \ 

has  never  seen  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  whites  to  intimidate  the  negro       v-^-^ 
from  voting ;  knows  from  personal  observation  that  negroes  were  intimidated 
by  their  own  race  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  and  that  that  was 

markedly  the  case  at  the  last  election 271,289 

the  negroes  were  taken  possession  of  by  a  class  of  men  connected  with  the 
Fre^lmen's  Bureau  who  had  themselves  elected  to  the  legislature,  and  who       .         { 

controlled  the  negro  vote  by  promises  of  land  and  other  property /  272  y 

has  hear^  of  but  one  election  disturbance  in  the  State,  in  Columbia  County,       \y^ 

arising  from  the  appointment  of  election  managers 272, 273/!2w 

the  election  lawrf,  and  the  opportunity  for  frauds ;  whipping  of  women,  and  its 

cause 274 

the  pardoning  power  as  exercised  by  the  governor,  and  its  effects 274, 275, 286 

the  rapes,  murders,  larcenies,  burning  of  gin-houses,  &c.,  led  to  the  people, 

in  a  number  of  ca^,  taking  the  law  in  their  own  hands 275 

management  of  railroad  affairs  and  the  discontent  caused  thereby 275,276, 300 

enormous  expenditure,  for  the  executive  department,  advertising  proclama- 
tions. Governor  Scott's  letter  to  the  committee,  d:c.,  and  for  lawyers*  fees... 276, 292, 

293 

state  debt  and  liabilities,  and  prospective  indebtedness  of  the  State 276,277,293 

all  the  legislation  that  has  taken  place  has  been  by  a  republican  legislature, 
and  that  its  republican  strength  was  considerably  increased  by  the  action  of 
General  Terry  and  Governor  Bullock,  under  pretense  of  authority  given  them 

by  Congress ;  how  the  legislature  was  reconstructed 277, 278, 294, 295 

this  reconstruction  considered  an  act  of  military  usurpationi 278, 295 

his  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  disabilities 278, 279, 295, 296, 302, 303 

manner  in  which  strangers  coming  into  the  State  are  treated  ;  no  difference 

made  on  account  of  politics ;  edits  a  democratic  paper 279 

has  dei&ounced  the  Ku-Klux  in  his  paper ;  whipping  of  a  man  named  Fergu- 
son by  a  band  of  negroes 280 

rescue  of  prisoners  from  the  jail  in  Jefferson  County  by  a  crowd  of  negroes 

headed  by  Cudjoe  Fye 280,296,297 

murder  of  Creecli,  (white,)  by  a  band  of  men 280 

piisoners  taken  from  the  Louisville  jail  in  February  last  by  disguised  men ; 

one  killed  and  some  of  the  others  mutilated 281,282,296,297,298 

kiUiog  of  Mr.  Cody  and  Kitchen  Adams,  at  Dearing,  in  a  broil  between  white 


what  he  means  by  mingling  socially  with  the  negroes ;  miscegenation ;  there 

is  not  as  much  pilfering  now  by  the  negroes  as  before  the  war 284 

desire  of  the  negroes  to  learn  to  read  and  write ....*. 285 

what  he  believes  to  be  the  main  influences  that  controlled  the  vote  of  the 

negroes  against  the  white  people  in  the  first  two  or  three  elections 285,286 

causes  that  gave  rise  to  discontent,  if  not  to  the  Ku-Klux  organization 286 

knows  of  no  secret  association  of  any  character  for  political  purposes ;  has 
heard  reports  of  the  whipping  of  negroes  by  bands  of  disguised  men,  in  War- 
ren, Jefferson,  Washington  and  Columbia  Counties 287 

reasons  given  by  those  who  palliate  the  conduct  of  parties  who  had  committed 

offenses  against  the  negroes 287,288 

tlie  cases  of  two  white  men  who  have  been  convicted  for  murdering  negroes..  289 

believes  there  were  frauds  in  the  election  for  governor ;  selling  of  stakes  to  ne- 
poes 1290 

misunderstanding  between  the  negroes  and  the  planters  in  regard  to  contracts ;  I 
the  negroes  stand  up  for  their  nghts ;  character  of  Judge  Gibson,  and  his  I 
action  ma  rape  case 1291 

rewards  offered  by  the  governor ;  the  killing  of  Fish  by  Holsenbake  a  private         

difficulty :, 293 

bas  heard  of  but  one  school-house  burned  in  the  State ;  establishment  of  free-  j 
schools  in  Richmond  County,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  grand  juryOOQte8 

the  State  school-fund  and  its  misapplication 2^,299 


LIT  INDEX. 

WRIGHT,  AMBROSE  R.— Continued.  *^ 

manner  of  assessing  and  collecting  taxes 299,300 

the  judiciary,  elective  before  the  war,  during  the  war  by  appointment 300 

defines  *' carpet-baggers" 301 
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Washington.  D.  C,  Jul^  7,  IWl. 

ALFRED  RICHARDSON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chamiman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

(^umtion.  Where  do  you  live  t 

Anmoer.  In  Clarke  Connty,  Georgia. 

QueBiion^  What  is  yonr  age  f 

Answer.  Ahoat  thirty-four  years. 

QuestUm.  Were  you  horn  in  that  county  f 

Angwer.  No,  sir ;  in  Walton  Connty^  the  adjoining  county  to  Clarke. 

Question.  Were  you  horn  a  freeman  or  a  alave  t 

Answer,  I  was  oom  a  slave. 

Questian.  Did  you  remain  a  slave  until  the  general  emancipation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  yonr  master's  name  f 

Answer.  William  Murray. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  owned  hy  any  other  master  t 

Answer.  I  was  born  the  property  of  his  mother-in-law.  She  owned  me  until  I  was 
about  seven  years  old.  She  got  in  debt  some  way  or  other,  and  he  bought  me  and  the 
rest  of  the  family  all  in. 

Question.  Did  h«  live  in  the  same  place  where  yon  now  live  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  living  in  the  same  place. 

Question,  Since  you  became  a  freeman  what  have  yon  been  doing  f 

Answer.  1  have  been  house-carpentering. 

Question.  Have  yon  a  family  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Of  how  many  does  youi:  family  consist  t 

Answer.  My  wife  and  three  children. 

Question,  Since  you  became  a  freeman  have  you  voted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  With  what  party  have  you  voted  t 

Answer.  The  republican  party. 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  whether  you  have  been  attacked  in  any  way  by  any- 
body ;  if  so.  when  and  how.    Tell  us  the  whole  story  about  it. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  attacked  twice.  The  first  time  was  just  before  last  Christ- 
mas ;  I  cannot  recollect  exactly  what  day. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  the  particulars. 

Answer.  There  was  a  set  of  men  came  down  to  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  where  I 
live.  They  were  all  disguised.  They  had  taken  out  an  old  man  by  the  name  of  Charles 
Watson.  They  commenced  beating  him.  His  wife  and  children  all  ran  out,  and 
screamed  and  hallooed  for  help  to  stop  the  men  from  beating  him  to  death.  We,  who 
weare  in  town,  came  out  to  see  what  was  the  matter. 

Question.  You  heard  the  outcry  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  came  out  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  We  went  up  the  street 
a  piece,  out  on  the  edge  of  the  town,  and  heard  a  great  parcel  of  men  talking  beside 
the  fence.  It  was  the  Kn-Klux,  who  had  this  old  man  down  in  the  comer  of  the  fence, 
knocking  him  an^  telling  him  be  bad  to  tell  where  Alfired  Richardson  was,  and  had  to 
go  with  tb«m  to  his  house  and  show  how  he  was  fixed  up.  The  old  man  seemed  to  be 
sort  of  dilatory  in  telling  them,  and  they  rapped  him  over  the  head  again  and  told  him 
be  had  to  go. 

QuesHon.  They  wanted  him  to  teU  where  you  were  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  wanted  him  to  tell  where  I  was,  and  how  I  was  fixed  up ;  they 
■aid  be  had  to  go  and  get  me  out.  In  the  mean  time,  while  they  were  telling  him  this, 
a  crowd  of  boys  came  on  behind  me,  and  we  all  rui  up,  after  we  heard  what  they  werr^ 

lo 
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lip  to.  They  all  broke  and  ran^  and  carried  this  old  man  with  them.  Wo  followed 
them  to  the  forks  of  the  road,  about  three  hundred  yards  from  where  wo  met  them. 
They  all  stopped  and  got  over  into  the  field,  taking  the  old  man  with  them.  I  ran  up, 
and  looked  nrst  up  one  road  and  then  the  other,  to  see  which  way  they  had  gone.  I 
could  not  sec  anybody  for  a  long  time ;  a  cloud  had  got  over  the  moon.  After  a  while 
I  saw  one  fellow  slipping  alongside  the  fence.  He  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  as  if  to 
shoot  me.  When  I  saw  him  doing  that,  I  took  my  pistol,  and  shot  at  him.  When  I 
shot  at  him  there  were  three  or  four  men  wbo  shot  me  fh>m  through  the  feuco.  1  did 
not  see  them.  They  shot  about  twenty  shots  into  my  log  a*id  hip.  I  went  ott  home, 
and  went  to  the  doctor's  office.  The  doctor  examined  me,  and  fixed  my  wounds  up.  in 
three  or  four  days  I  got  so  that  I  could  travel  very  well.  Things  went  on  till  after 
Chnstmas.  On  the  18th  of  January  a  man  by  the  name  of  John  0.  Thrasher  came  to 
mo 

Question,  Was  he  a  white  man  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  very  wealthy  man.  He  came  to  me.  My  brother  was  keeping  a 
family  grocery ;  and  I  was  in  with  him.  I  did  not  stay  in  the  store ;  I  worked  at  my 
trade. 

Question,  Were  yon  a  partner  in  the  concern  t 

I  Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  man  told  me,  *•  There  are  some  men  about  here  that  havo  j 
something  against  you  ;  and  they  intend  to  kill  you  or  break  you  up.  They  say  yon 
are  making  too  mnch  money;  that  they  do  not  allow  any  nigger  to  rise  that  way: 
that  you  can  control  all  the  colored  votes ;  and  they  intend  to  break  you  up,  and  then 
thev  can  rule  the  balance  of  the  niggers  when  they  get  you  off."  He  said,  **They " 
said  they  wanted  me  to  join  their  party,  but  I  told  them  1  did  not  Want  to  do  it :  I 
never  knew  you  to  do  anything  wrong,  and  these  are  a  parcel  of  low-down  men,  and  I 
don't  want  to  join  any  such  business;  but  I  tell  you,  you  had  better  keep  your  eyeb 
open,  for  they  are  after  you."  He  talked  to  me  about  it  that  evening  for  three  or  four 
hours.  I  told  him  I  didn't  know  why  they  had  anything  against  me.  I  talked  to  the- 
ordinary,  and  the  clerk  of  the  court,  and  several  other  citizens.  They  said  they  didn't 
Eee  why  anybody  wanted  to  interrupt  me ;  that  I  had  always  kept  the  peace  between 
.  the  colored  and  the  white  people  ;  that  when  there  was  a  fuss  I  was  the  only  man  that 
could  break  it  up  and  make  the  colored  people  behave  themselves ;  that  they  hated  to  let 
me  go  away.  1  talked  with  all  the  citizens,  and  they  told  me  they  did  not  see  why  any- 
body had  anything  against  me.  I  said,  '^  I  am  told  that  some  men  are  coming  to  lull  mo 
or  run  me  off,  and  I  think  I  had  better  go  away.  I  don't  know  whether  I  can  stay  safaly." 
They  told  me,  "  No,  don't  move  away ;  they  are  just  talking  that  way  to  scare  you,  I 
reckon."  The  same  night  this  man  was  telling  me  that,  I  went  to  b^  about  9  o'clock. 
Between  12  and  1  o'clock  these  men  came ;  there  were  about  twenty  or  twenty-five  of 
them,  I  reckon.  About  eight  or  ten  of  them  got  abreast  and  ran  against  my  door.  I 
sort  of  expected  them,  and  had  my  door  barred  very  tight;  I  had  long  st^^ples  at  the 
side,  and  scantling  across  the  door.  They  ran  against  the  door  ami  tried  to  burst  it  in. 
They  could  not  do  it.  One  fellow  had  a  new  patent  ax  with  him  ;  and  he  commenced 
cutting  down  the  door.  One  lit  a  candle  and  put  it  down  in  the  piasjsa ;  the  other  man 
cut  the  door  till  he  cut  it  down.  I  stood  and  looked  at  him  until  he  cut  it  spang 
through.  Then  I  thought  I  had  better  go  up-stairs.  I  did  so.  I  thought  I  would  ' 
stand  at  the  head  of  the  stair-steps  and  shoot  them  as  they  came  up.  But  they  broke 
in  the  lower  door  and  came  up-stairs  firing  in  every  direction.  I  could  not  stand  in 
tho  stairwav  to  shoot  at  them.  I  ha<l  some  small  arms  back  in  the  garret  There  was 
a  door  up  there  about  large  enough  for  one  man  to  creep  in.  I  thought  1  had  better  go 
in  there,  and  maybe  they  would  not  find  mo— probably  they  would  miss  me,  and  I 
conM  make  my  escape.  They  all  came  up-stairs.  My  wife  opened  the  wiudow  to  call 
out  for  help,  and  a  fellow  shot  at  her  some  twelve  or  fifteen  times  through  that  window 
while  she  was  hallooing.  A  whole  crowd  came  up,  and  when  they  saw  that  window 
•'pen,  they  said,  '*  He  has  jumped  oat  of  the  window,"  and  they  hallooed  to  the  lellows 
on  the  ground  to  shoot  on  top  of  the  house.  Thinking  I  had  gone  out  the  wiudow, 
they  air  went  down-stairs  except  one  man.  He  went  and  looked  in  the  cuddy-hole 
where  I  was,  and  saw  me  there.  He  hallooed  to  the  rest  of  the  fellows  that  he  had 
foimd  me;  but  they  had  got  down-stairs,  and  some  of  them  were  ou  the  piazaa.  Then 
he  commenced  firing,  and  shot  me  three  times.  He  lodged  two  balls  in  my  side,  and 
one  in  the  ri^ht  arm.  That  weakened  me  pretty  amartly.  After  he  hud  shoi  his  loads 
all  ontf  he  said  to  the  rest  of  them,  **  Come  back  up  here^  I  have  got  hira ;  and  I  have 
shot  him,  but  he  is  not  quite  dead ;  let  us  go  up  and  finish  him."  I  crept  Irom  the 
door  of  the  little  room  where  I  was  to  the  stairway ;  they  oame  up-sta«r8  with  their 
pistols  in  their  hands,  and  a  man  behind  with  a  light.  I  shot  one  of  them  as  he  got 
on  the  top  step.  They  gathered  him  up  by  the  lees ;  and  then  thoy  all  nui  and  lefi  mo. 
I  never  saw  any  more  of  them  that  night ;  and  I  have  not  seen  them  ^iuce.  I  have 
heard  talk  of  them ;  and  they  say  they  will  have  jne,  they  doo't  oam  wkare  I  go. 
After  that  they  attacked  a  man  five  milea  from  town — a  man  who  was  raised  io  the 
eounty  where  I  was.  I  think  he  was  born  about  the  mountains,  and  brought  down 
to  Clarke  County  when  he  was  a  little  child.  He  waa  an  orphan  boy — had  no  mother— 
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ancl  Tfas  brongbt  down  ta  (M  nMm  Durham's,  and  he  staid  there  till  be  was  a  yoang 
man.    1  think  he  was  twenty-foar  or  twenty-five  years  old. 

QMMthn.  What  was  his  name  f 

AntwtT,  James  Ponder. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Quetihn.  Was  he  killed  ? 
Answa-^  Yea,  sir ;  I  think  he  was  killed  dead. 

By  ttie  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  How  largo  a  number  of  men  do  you  think  were  about  your  house  on  that 
n5f?htT 

Anstver,  As  near  as  I  could  judge  from  the  noise  about  the  house,  I  thought  there 
were  twenty  or  twenty-five.  Some  people  say  there  were  thirty  or  forty,  and  bome 
say  fifteen  or  twenty.    I  allow  there  were  twenty  or  twenty-five. 

'Question.  You  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  count  them  ? 

Ansirer.  O,  no,  sir ;  they  had  me  m  too  hot  a  place  for  me  to  count  them. 

Question.  Were  those  men  disguised  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  saw  only  about  one  tbat  had  no  disguise  on. 

Question.  How  were  they  disguised  ? 

Anmoer.  Some  had  on  the  regular  old-fashioned  doeface ;  some  had  on  black  cam- 
bric, with  eye-holes,  and  tied  around  the  face ;  some  wore  cambric  caps,  I  have  two 
of  those  caps  in  my  truuk;  and  I  have  one  of  their  little  horns  Uiat  they  carr>'  about 
and  blow.  I  have,  too,  a  loug  white  gown  in  my  trunk  at  my  boarding-house.  I  Uavij 
got  seven  of  their  caps.  A  part  of  them  were  found  at  a  man's  plantation — about  his 
bam  or  shuck-house.  Some  of  them  were  brought  to  me,  and  some  were  dropped  there 
in  the  yard.  Some  three  of  the  caps  I  got  out  of  the  yard  there  at  my  house.  I  have 
one  of  the  little  horns  that  they  blow  vfh(fa  they  are  gathering,  or  when  they  get  scat- 
tered and  want  to  blow  one  another  together  f 

Question.  Did  those  men  say  anything  to  you  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  never  said  a  woi-d.  When  they  ran  against  the  door,  I  asked 
who  was  there.  They  said,  "Never  mind;  God  damn  you,  we'll  show  you  who  it  is; 
weH!  have  you  to  night."  When  the  man  found  me  in  that  room,  he  said,  "  God  damn 
yoa,  I  've  got  yon,"  and  then  he  commenced  firing. 

Question.  He  dia  not  say  what  it  was  for  f 

An^^r.  No.  sir. 

Qttesiion.  The  first  time  you  saw  these  men  wh^i  they  had  that  old  man,  were  those 
you  saw  in  disguise  t 

Ansicer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  they  were  disguised. 

Question.  They  wanted  him  to  go  and  show  where  you  were,  and  how  you  were  fixed  up  f 

Anstter.  Yes^  sir ;  they  said  he  had  to  go  and  show  them  where  I  was. 

Question.  What  did  they  mean  by  sayiug  he  must  show  them  how  you  were  fixed  up? 

Answer.  They  wanted  to  know  whether  I  had  anv  guns,  or  whether  my  door  wiw 
barred.  Generally  there,  when  people  go  round  to  wliip  and  beat  of  nights,  if  a  door 
has  got  a  common  catch  on  it,  five  or  six  men  run  against  it,  and  burst  it  right  in ;  and 
before  a  man  can  get  out  of  bed  to  get  bold  of  anything  to  fight  with,  they  are  right 
Qfl  bim. 

Question,  Were  yon  wounded  on  that  first  night! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  shot  in  the  right  leg  from  my  ankle  up  to  my  thigh. 

Question.  How  many  shots  did  you  receive  at  that  time  f 

Anmcer.  I  think  about  twenty  shots — smaJl  shot ;  I  mean  there  were  twenty  shot- 
boles. 

By  Mr.  Bkck: 
Question.  All  from  one  firing  t 
Answer.  I  think  th^re  were  about  two  men  that  shot  at  one  time. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mc.  Poland:) 

QmesUam,  They  were  «mal}  shot  t 

Anmper.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtustion.  YoQ  aieao  that  twenty  dffiferent  shot  went  into  yonr  leg  f 

Answer*  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  not  shot  twenty  times. 

QuesUen,  Yon  snppose  that  they  eame  from  two  discharges  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  last  time  I  was  shot  it  was  with  pistol  balls — three  of  them — two 
in  my  mde^  and  one  ia  my  arm. 

Qaeetien,  Did  yon  hear  what  those  men  said  on  the  first  night  f 

Answer.  Yeg,  sir. 
'  Qaeetimk  What  did  you  hear  them  soy  Y 

Amawer,  I  heard  them  soy  to  this  old  man  tbat  he  had  to  tell  them  Where  I  jra%  aud 
h0w  I  w«0  fixed  m.  jrOOQTe 

Question,  What  had  they  against  that  old  man  f 
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Annver,  Well,  I  don't  know.  They  said  that  he  hadstalen  something  from  soneboiiy 
down  by  where  he  lived.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  where  he  liveil.  Ho  waa 
working  fifteen  miles  from  where  his  homo  was. 

QuesHon,  He  did  not  live  in  your  town  t 

J?wnrcr.  No,  sir.  His  wife  staid  up  close  to  me — I  suppose  three  or  four  hundred 
varde  from  me ;  but  he  was  working  fifteen  miles  away.  I  think  he  was  working 
in  Greene  County. 

Question.  His  wife  lived  near  you  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  she  lived  in  the  town  where  I  lived. 

Question.  And  that  was  his  home  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  he  had  been  working  fifteen  miles  away  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  bought  a  piece  of  ground  up  there,  and  put  his  wife  In  a  house 
he  built  there.    He  worked  all  through  the  settlement. 

Question.  What  was  said  about  his  stealing  something  f 

Answer.  The5'  said  he  stole  a  beef,- and  they  were  coming  up  there  to  whip  him  for  it. 
That  was  all  they  said  after  I  got  wounded ;  that  I  ou^ht  not  to  have  come  out^--that 
they  were  not  after  me,  but  alter  this  old  man  who  stole  a  beef. 

Question.  Did  these  men  come  from  fifteen  miles  away  f  -^ 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  one  man  came  nearly  twenty  miles.  Tho  man  who  got  shot 
came  ten  miles. 

Qu(ttion.  What  did  they  want  with  yon  if  they  came  merely  for  this  old  man  f 

An»t»er.  Well,  that  is  the  question.  They  were  after  me  at  first;  but  that  was  the 
♦uni-off  they  had. 

Question.  When  they  camo  to  this  old  man,  was  the  first  thing  they  wanted  of  him 
that  he  should  go  and  show  where  you  were  f 

Anstper.  Yes,  sir.  His  wife  and  all  the  citizens  living  right  around  camo  out  when 
they  heard  him  hallooing ;  and  they  say  the  men  never  named  anything  to  him  abont 
anything  he  had  done,  but  commeucod  knocking  him,  and  asking  him  where  I  was, 
inlying  that  he  must  go  and  show  them  where  I  was.  They  asked  him,  too,  how  be 
Tilted,  and  told  him  if  he  ever  voted  any  other  ticket  besides  the  democratic  tickoti 
they  would  kill  him. 

(Juestion,  What  did  they  do  to  him  t 

Ansicer.  They  knocked  him  some  over  the  head,  and  commenced  leading  him  dowtt 
the  road  toward  my  h6use.    They  had  got  half  way  down  from  his  house  to  mine. 

Question.  When  you  heard  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  leading  him  on.  Some  of  tho  crowd  said  to  the  others, 
"  Don't  knock  him  any  more ;  he'll  holler  so  as  to  disturb  all  the  others  down  here, 
and  they  will  all  get  waked  up  before  jou  got  there.**  Then  they  stopped  knocking 
him,  and  commenced  talking  to  him.  « 

Question.  Did  all  the  men  come  from  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  is  supposed  among  citizens  that  some  of  them  did  not  live  more 
than  four  or  five  miles  ftt)m  town.  I  don*t  believe  myself,  and  I  never  found  anybody 
else  that  believed,  it  was  any  .of  the  citizens  of  thp  place  where  I  live. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  think  it  was  anybody  living  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  it  was  anybody  living  less  than  five  or  six  miles  away. 

Question.  Where  did  the  man  you  shot  live  t 

AnsUHT.  Close  to  the  edge  of  Greene  County,  about  ten  miles  from  where  I  live. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  himt 

AnsuHT.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  seen  him,  but  I  had  not  been  with  him  lately.  I  knew  him 
when  he  was  a  boy. 

Question.  How  old  was  he  T 

Answer.  About  twenty -four  or  twenty-five  years  old,  I  reckon. 

Question.  He  was  some  ten  years  younger  than  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  any  others  of  the  party  were  T 
.  Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  for  certain  who  they  were.    I  did  think  I  knew  some 
by  the  voice:  but  I  knew  that  would  not  be  worth  anything  in  eonrt. 

*  Question.  Had  you  had  any  trouble  or  difilculty  wit)i  the  man  yon  shot  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  had  across  word  with  him  nor  with  any  other  white  man  in 
t^e  county,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Yon  never  had  any  quarrel  with  anybody  f 

A}iswer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Since  yon  became  a  meman  you  hare  been  at  work  at  your  trade  as  a 
house  carpenter  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  worked  on  until  1868 ;  and  I  have  been  working  off  and  on  ever 
since.  In  1868 1  was  elected  a  member  of  the  legislaflare.  I  was  tnmed  out  the  ftret 
session,  but  was  reseated.  I  served  out  that  session  and  went  home.  The  or^HaATf 
and  clerk  of  the  court  hired  me  to  fix  up  tho  court-house  and  the  county  baildlng. 

Question.  Is  that  the  county  seat  x^here  yon  live  f  ^ 
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Anmoer.  Yes,  sir.    I  was  engaged  at  my  work  all  the  time  then. 

^u^tdoit.  That  was  work  in  yoor  line  of  trado  T 

Amncer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queatum,  How  long  have  you  and  your  brother  been  connected  in  the  grocery  bnni- 

BflBSf 

Answer.  About  one  year,  I  think. 

QueHtvm.  You  were  a  partner  with  your  brother,  but  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
tbe  actoal  management  of  the  business  T 

Jtuwer.  No,  sir ;  he  mana^^  all  the  bnsiBeee. 

Queslion,  But  you  had  an  mterest  in  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu€9ti»m,  What  was  this  man's  name  that  came  and  talked  with  you,  just  before  yon 
w«re  attacked  at  your  house  f 

Answer.  His  name  is  John  O.  Thrasher. 

Question.  Does  he  live  in  your  town  f 

Answer ,  No,  sir;  abcmt  two  miles  from  town.    He  eame  in  every  day. 

Qnestian.  Is  he  a  farmer  f 

Answer.  Y^,  sir ;  he  is  a  heavy  farmer ;  he  has  got  three  or  four  plantations. 

Question.  Of  what  politics  is  hef 

Answer.  He  is,  I  suppose,  a  democrat.  He  is  a  very  clever  man,  though,  to  the  col- 
ored people. 

Quistion,  He  was  friendly  with  you  T 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  very  friendly  with  me.  He  was  as  good  to  me  as  a  man 
could  be. 

Quesivon.  You  had  conversation  with  several  people  of  your  town  iu  regard  to  the 
attack  on  you  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  talked  with  several  of  the  citizens  all  round ;  I  talked  with 
almost  all  of  them.  None  of  them  could  see  what  these  men  had  against  me.  After 
ibe  Aise  was  over  I  met  several  leading  citizens  of  the  place,  and  they  told  me  they 
had  met  several  people  and  had  asked  what  in  the  world  the  Ku-Klux  were  after 
me  for,  and  they  said,  "  We  cannot  tell ;  you  will  have  to  go  to  somebody  else ;  we 
cannot  see  what  they  are  after  him  for :  there  is  nothingthat  ho  has  ever  done,  more 
than  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  legislature.'^  Doctor  Durham  said  he  expected  my 
politics  was  at  the  head  of  it ;  he  did  not  know  anything  else. 

Qsksv&on*  He  thought  the  att'ack  was  on  account  of  your  politics  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion.  Is  it  true  that  you  have  been  somewhat  of  a  leader  among  the  colored 
people  of  your  immediate  neighborhood  ? 

Anjtwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  one  of  the  leaders. 

Qaestian.  Have  the  colored  people  in  your  section  been  guilty  of  any  outrages  toward 
anybody  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  none. 

Question,  What  course  have  you  taken  with  them ;  how  have  you  advised  them  in 
relation  to  their  behavior  and  conduct  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  always  told  them  to  treat  everybody  gentlemanly,  and  never  create 
aiy  difficulties  with  the  white  people.  I  would  come  up  sometimes  when  there  would 
be  a  fuss  with  white  men,  round  the  bar-rooms  and  places,  and  I  would  tell  the  colorcnl 
men  to  break  it  up  and  quit  fussing.  I  could  control  almost  all  of  them,  and  niuko 
them  quit  fusses,  whenever  I  came  across  them. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  had  any  control,  or  could  exercise  any  influence,  yon  endeav- 
ored to  make  all  your  people  behave  quietly  and  peaceably,  and  respect  ^le  rights  of 
other  people  there  ? 

Anstper.  O,  yes,  sir ;  I  can  get  a  recommendation  signed  for  that  from  every  mau  in 
that  place.    Tbe  clerk,  the  ordinary,  and  all  the  rest  will  say  that  any  day  I  ask  theui. 

Qnest4on.  When  this  band  of  disguised  men  came  there  and  took  out  this  old  mau , 
was  that  the  first  tifbe  that  any  body  of  disguised  men  had  appeared  in  your  vicinity  f 

Asissoer.  No,  sir.  It  was  the  first  time  they  ever  came  to  tawn  ;  but  they  had  been 
all  through  the  settlement  for  some  time,  and  whipped  and  knocked  the  people  about. 
There  had  been  nobody  shot,  I  believe,  before  that.  There  had  been  whippings  round 
through  the  country— none  closer  than  seven  or  eight  miles  from  town. 

Question.  How  long  is  it  since  bands  of  disguised  men  began  to  appear  in  your  county? 

Answer.  Something  better  than  a  year,  I  think. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  any  instances  where  they  abused  anybody  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir;  they  got  hold  of  a  man  down  about  Facmington,  about  seven  miles 
from  the  town  I  live  iu.  There  was  a  man  there  by  the  name  of  Hilliard  Poldo,  a  col- 
weA  man.  He  was  working  on  the  road,  and  he  ^ot  into  a  quarrel  with  a  white  mau 
lifoned  Middlebrooks— Barton  Middlobrookii,  I  think.  They  had  a  quarrel ;  and  the 
latAored  man^  I  suppose^  stood  up  as  if  he  was  willing  to  jump  in  and  fight  with  the 
white  mau  if  he  hit  huao.  Middlebrooks  let  him  alone,  and  the  colored  man  went  on 
to  his  work.    No  more  was  said  on  that  day.    A  night  or  two  after  that,  about  fifCeelT 


6  CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

or  twenty  men  came  and  broke  Poldo's  door  down,  jumped  in,  and  commenced  beating 
him.  He  rushed  through  the  door  and  ran.  They  shot  after  him,  and  shot  him 
through  a  leader  in  the  foot.  They  canght  him  and  beat  him.  Borne  of  thera  named 
to  him  how  he  had  sauced  Barton  Middlebrooks  ou  the  road.  They  onreed  him  and 
knocked  him  about  powerfiilly.    He  was  laid  up,  I  Hup{)06e,  for  about  a  week. 

Qnestion.  This  colored  man  and  Middlebrooks  did  not  come  to  blows  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  did  not  have  |ny  fuss;  they  threateneil  one  another.  The 
colored  man  told  him  that  if  he  hit  hmi  lie  would  hit  back;  and  there  was  no  more 
^id.    These  men  came  in  a  night  or  two,  took  him  out  and  boot  kim. 

Question,  Were  they  disguis^  t 

Answei'.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  cause  assigned  for  what  they  did,  except  that  Poldo  had  had 
a  dispute  with  Middlebrooks  T 

Answer,  I  never  found  out  exactly  what  the  dispute  was,  mere  than  that  they  had  a 
quarrel  on  the  i-oad.  § 

Question,  Was  there  any  charge  against  this  oolored  man  except  that  he  had  had  (his 
dispute  with  Middlebrooks  f 

Ansxoer,  No,  sir,  no  charge  more  than  the  quarrel  which  there  had  been  between 
them  on  the  road. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  When  did  this  case  occur  f 
Answer,  Last  summer— the  latter  part  of  the  summer. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Nearly  a  year  ago  T 

Answer,  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  the  first  thing  of  the  kind  in  your  county,  so  far  as  you  know  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  along  with  the  first  cases.  There  may  have  been  some 
li  ttle  whippings  before  that.  A  heap  of  whippings  down  there  have  never  been  reported ; 
and  a  heap  I  don't  get  hold  of,  without  I  happen  to  see  them  in  the  paper.  What  I  am 
telling  you  is  what  pe9ple  come  right  to  me  and  tell  me.  Thousands  of  things  are 
d^ne  there  that  are  never  reported  in  the  papers,  and  nobody  ever  knows  Anything 
about  thera. 

QueHtiari.  State  any  other  case  of  the  same  kind  that  you  know  of. 

Anstcer.  There  was  aman  who  lived  down  at  Elder^a — Dr.  Elders.  This  man,  Jim  Elder, 
has  been  dispatched  for j  but  I  don't  know  whether  he  will  come ;  I  believe  he  is  not 
a.ble  to  come  himself.  His  case  happeue^l  just  two  nij'hts  before  mine.  My  last  attack 
was  on  the  18th,  and  his  was  on  the  16th.  Jim  Elder  was  living  with  a  man  they 
called  Dr.  Elder.  Jiiu  and  one  or  two  of  the  old  man's  sons  were  hanging  up  meat  in 
the  meat-house,  about  the  14th,  I  think,  of  January.  This  black  man's  little  daughter 
went  to  the  shuck-house  to  get  some  shucks  to  feed  the  cows,  or  something  of  that 
kind.  When  she  got  there  she  found  some  disguise  clothing— doeface,  and  long  caps, 
and  gowns,  and  one  thing  and  another.  She  got  scared,  and  ran  into  the  house,  and  said 
she  had  found  a  whole  parcel  of  curious  thiugs  out  yonder.  The  little  child's  mother 
went  into  the  shuck-house,  and  got  the  things,  and  brought  them  to  the  house.  The 
old  man  of  the  plantation  walked  out,  and  when  he  saw  them,  grabbed  hold  of  them^ 
ahd  look  them  away  from  the  woman,  and  canied  them  into  the  house. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Was  he  a  white  man  t 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  the  owner  of  the  plantation — Dr. Elder.  He  carried  them 
into  the  house,  and  said  to  the  boys,  **  I  never  have  seen  such  things  before  in  my  life; 
how  came  they  here  f '  The  young  whit«  boys  did  not  say  anything.  Jim  said,  "  They  are 
some  of  yon  boys'  clothes ;  I  thought  it  was  some  of  you  that  wore  Ku-Kluxiug  all  around 
hei-e  all  the  time ;  and  here  are  the  clothes  you  have  been  puttiugon^  in  the  shuck-house. 
I  thought  it  was  you,  and  now  1  kuow^  it."  Ho  had  been  raised  with  them,  and  talked 
as  he  pleased.  They  said,  "  Now,  Jim,  you  have  got  to  take  that  back,  if  you  accuse  us 
of  Ku-Kluxing."  Jim  said,  "I  will  not  do  it^  I  believe  it  is  true,"  talking  in  a  kind 
of  joking  way.  They  said, "  We'll  be  damned  if  you  had  not  better  take  it  back,  Jim." 
Nothing  more  was  said.  A  night  or  two  afterward  they  came  and  took  him,  and 
gave  him  two  or  three  hundred  lashes.     Ho  laid  around  there  till  he  got  over  it. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Qtttslion,  He  lived  in  the  same  house  with  those  young  men? 
Answer,  On  the  same  plantation. 
Question,  In  the  same  house  or  another  f 

Anmptr,  In  another  house  on  the  same  plantation.  He  then  moved  froxn  there  over 
to  Athens. 

Question,  Were  the  men  who  took  him  out  and  whipped  him  disguised! 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  were  all  disguised.  -^ 
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By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qumtum,  Did  thev  ever  wLip  bim  any  moref 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  te  moved  to  tho  city  of  Athene,  and  they  never  come  to  a  big  town. 
People  who  got  acaced  at  others  being  beaten  go  to  the  cities ',  many  are  afraid  to  stay 
fti  home. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pofjind:) 

Question,  Within  the  past  year  have  there  been  many  instances  of  colored  people^ 
being  taken  out  in  the  night  and  whipped  by  bodies  of  men  in  disguise  ? 

Auswer.  Yes,  sir ;  not  a  week  passes  now  but  what  there  is  somebody  whipped.  The 
week  before  I  came  np  here,  Noah  Thrasher,  a  black  man,  was  whipped.  He  lived 
within  about  two  miles  of  Watkinsville,  and  about  two  miles  from  my  house ;  but  I 
don't  stay  at  my  home  mom ;  I  st^  in  Athens. 

Question.  Yon  have  gone  away  from  your  former  home  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  iu  the  same  county,  but  in  another  town,  a  larger  place.  They 
took  him  and  whipped  him  and  his  wife  and  chUd  the  week  before  last. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  Do  you  say  that  they  whipped  also  his  wife  and  child  f 
Auswer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  What  was  that  done  for  t 

Answer,  He  hired  his  daughter  out  to  a  man,  and  after  she  was  hired  there  she  was^ 
confined  and  had  a  child  bom.  After  her  month  was  up  she  did  not  care  about  staying 
there ;  she  wanted  to  leave,  and  Thrasher  says  this  white  man  gave  her  a  whipping. 
She  went  off  then  to  her  father's.  Her  father  saw  this  man,  who  told  him  that  he 
wanted  him  to  bring  her  back.  He  took  his  daughter  and  carried  her  back  to  the  man. 
They  said  he  whipped  her  again.  She  left  there  again,  and  he  carried  there  a  boy,  big 
enough  to  do  as  much  as  she  could  do,  he  thought,  and  told  the  man  he  would  let  tlio 
boy  Slay  there  in  place  of  his  daughter.  The  man  said  that  would  not  do,  that  he 
most  make  her  come  back  there.  The  black  man  went  off  and  never  carried  his  daughter 
back.  So,  about  fifteen  or  twenty  men  came  to  his  house  week  before  last  and  beat 
bim  powerfully,  and  beat  his  wile  and  the  girl  too.    They  were  a  parcel  of  duiguised y 


Question.  This  gb:l  was  the  one  who  had  been  at  service  and  left  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sii*;  they  whipped  her  and  her  father  and  mother. 

Question.  Have  these  bodies  of  disguised  men  whipped  anybody  except  colored  people 
in  your  rc^ou  of  countav  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  have  whipped  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Haycock. 

Question.  Where  did  he  livef 

Answer,  About  sev^n  miles  above  Watkinsville. 

QutsHon,  You  say  that  the  girl  whose  whipping  yon  mentioned  in  the  last  case  had 
aefaild? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  she  had  a  child.  Her  month  was  up,  though.  She  was  at  work 
irhen-sbo  was  whipped  ;  she  was  well. 

Question.  Was  this  whipping  in  any  way  on  account  of  her  having  a  child  ? 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir ;  I  suppose  not. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qnesthn,  You  say  she  was  a  colored  womMi  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.'  Was  her  child  black  or  white  T 

Answer.  I  never  understood,  and  never  inquired  whether  the  child  was  black  or 
white. 
Question.  Did  she  accuse  anybody  of  being  the  fother  of  it  t 
Auswer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  The  whipping  did  not  grow  out  of  that  t 
Auswer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  anything  of  that  sort. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :)  , 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  circumstances  in  regard  to  the  whipping  of  this  white 
loan,  Haycock. 

Answer.  Haycock  was  living  between  seven  and  ten  miles  from  the  place  where  I 
hved.  He  had  some  dispute  with  some  man  concerning  his  sister,  I  understood.  The 
fellow,  I  suppose,  was  fooling  round  his  sister,  and  he  said  something  abont  it.  Hiey 
got  np  a  kind  of  a  fuss  between  them.  These  men  came  in  on  him  one  night  and 
whipped  him  pretty  smartly.  That  is  the  only  white  man,  I  think,  that  has  been 
shipped  there. 

Question,  Do  you  know  how  it  has  been  in  other  counties  in  that  part  of  the  State  f 
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Jn9u>er.  WeU,  sir,  several  haVe  been  whipped,  and  some  killed.  A  blacbnuith  by 
the  name  of  Jake  Dannons  was  shot  dead  about  ten  miles  from  where  I  live. 

Que9ium,  In  your  countv  or  another  f 

Anttcer.  I  think  he  Uvea  on  the  edge  of  Walton  County. 

Question,  When  was  thatf 

Answer.  That  was,  I  think,  about  two  or  three  months  before  Christmas. 

Question,  Some  time  last  fallf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  he  was  killed  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  shot  seven  balls  into  him.  ' 

'  Question,  Was  that  done  by  a  body  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  a  body  of  dis^ised  men. 

Question,  What  was  that  done  for  f 

Answer,  This  black  man  was  keeping  a  blacksmith  shop.  He  had  done  work  for  a 
man  named  Kemp.  I  was  not  acquainted  with  Kemp,  though  I  had  seen  him.  Kemp 
had  been  having  his  work  done  there  for  about  a  year  or  two,  and  had  never  paid  the 
black  man.  The  black  man  complained  to  the  man  he  was  renting  the  shop  from 
about  Kemp's  account.  He  said,  ^*  Kemp  don't  pay  me ;  it  looks  like  be  won't  pay  me. 
I  am  getting  tired  of  working  for  him.  Now  he  lias  brought  a  bu^y  here  for  mo  to  fix, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  work  for  him  any  more  till  he  payt*  me."  This  white  man  said 
to  him,  "  I  would  not  work  for  him  .any  more;  put  the  buggy  outside  the  door,  and 
work  for  somebody  else  that  you  can  get  money  from."  Dannons  luid  the  buggy  aside, 
and  would  not  tix  it.  Kemp  came  up  after  a  while  and  asked  why  he  had  not  tixed  the 
buffgy.  DaonoBs  said  he  did  not  care  about  working  any  more  for  him  till  they  set- 
tled up.  Then  Kemp  took  the  buggy — the  wheels  had  been  taken  off— ho  took  the  car- 
riage part  and  set  it  on  the  anvil,  and  said,  "  Don't  you  move  this  off  till  you  take  it  ofi 
to  work  on  it." 

QwestUm,  He  put  the  wagon  on  the  anvil  so  that  Dannons  could  not  work  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  told  him  that  he  should  not  move  it  unless  he  was  going  to  fix 
it.  Dannons  then  went  to  the  man  he  was  renting  the  shop  from,  and  asked  him  what 
he  must  do.  The  man  told  him,  **  You  take  the  buggy  and  set  it  aside,  and  go  on  with 
ypor  work." 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Was  the  man  who  owned  the  shop  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Dannons  took  the  buggy  off  the  anvil  and  set  it  down.  Kemp 
came  along  and  asked  whj  he  had  moved  tmt  buggy  from  there  without  he  was  going 
to  ujC  it.  Dannons  told  him  he  wanted  the  anvil  U{  go  to  work  at,  and  took  the  bngjpQT 
off.  Kemp  said,  "  God  damn  you,  I  will  kill  you."  He  went  off  and  said  no  more  to 
him.  In  a  night  or  two  about  fifteen  or  twenty  men  came  down  there  and  hallooed  to 
Dannons  to  come  to  the  door. 

Question,  Were  they  in  disguise  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  came  and  told  him  to  come  to  the  door.  He  told  them  to 
hold  on  till  he  got  his  pants  on.  They  told  him,  '*  Never  mind  about  your  pants ; 
t  come  to  the  door."  He  came  and  opened  the  door,  and  saw  these  men  all  standing  ia 
the  yard  disguised.  He  turned  his  back  on  them,  and  ran  into  the  house.  As  he 
turned  back  they  shot  him  right  in  the  back  of  the  head.  I  think  the  first  ball  struck 
him.  He  fell.  They  ran  in  and  shot  some  five  or  six  more  shots  into  him ;  and  then 
they  all  went  away.    That  was  the  last  of  them  that  night. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  case  in  which  those  band*  ot  men  have  killed 
anybody  f 

Answer,  They  killed  a  man  in  Morgan  County,  about  five  or  six  miles  from  MadiiKMi^ 
a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Anthony  Robinson. 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  That  has  been  over  a  year  ago,  I  reckon. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Does  Madison  County  a^oin  your  county  f 
Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Do  yon  know  anything  as  to  the  reason  why  that  act  was  committed  T 
Anstver,  1  do  not  know  how  the  fuss  got  up  between  them.  I  never  heard  anythine 
about  that  more  than  that  the  disguised  men  came  down  there  after  him,  and  knocked 
at  the  door  for  him  to  open  it,  and  he  would  not  open  it ;  then  they  commenced  break- 
ing the  door  down.  He  ran  to  the  door  to  resist  with  an  ax,  I  think,  and  they  shot 
him.  He  made  a  lick  at  one  of  the  men  with  the  ax,  and  in  making  the  lick  he 
Jumped  out  of  the  door  to  run.    As  be  went  to  ran  they  shot  him  dead.      -^ 
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Qumtion.  Had  he  bad  a  qnarrel  wiiih  anybody,  oat  of  which  this  attack  grew  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  beard  of  any. 

Qmntion,  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  instance  where  bands  of  this  kind  have  killed 
anybody  ? 

Answer.  No,  air ;  I  do  not  recollect  of  anybody  being  killed  after  that. 

QuatioH,  Has  this  practice  of  taking  people  out  and  whipping  them  prevailed  in 
alher  counties  besides  your  own  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  in  the  same  way. 

Que^Uon,  Did  it  begin  in  those  other  connties  about  the  some  time  it  did  in  yours  1 

Answer,  A  little  before.  They  commanoed  in  Walton  and  Korgan  before  they  did  in 
my  county. 

Question.  Has  this  thing  been  general  in  your  part  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  is  a  general  thing  of  whipping  there  all  the  time.  There  is  not 
more  than  three  or  ibur  weeks  but  what  there  is  somebodv  whipped.  If  they  don't 
whip  they  ride  anyhow,  and  scare  jieople;  they  ride  up  and  down  at  nights.  Some* 
times  they  ride  through  a  whole  settlement  and  never  touch  anybody.  Sometimes 
they  ^o  by  colored  people'a  doors  and  shoot  some  live  or  six  balls  through  the  door 
and  ride  on  without  stopping.  •  # 

QnesUon.  What  is  the  ejfiect  of  all  this  conduct  upon  the  colored  people  f  How  do 
^key  feel  about  it  f 

Answer.  Well,  they  don't  know  hardly  what  to  think  about  it. 

Question.  Do  the^  feel  fri^tened  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir }  it  frightens  them.  Several  of  them  where  I  live  had  bought 
land  there,  two  or  three  acre  lots,  put  honses  on  them,  and  were  living  there  and 
getting  along  very  well.  Since  this  tiling  has  been  going  on,  they  have  commenoed 
selling  their  lots  for  little  or  nothing.  Some  of  them  don't  get  for  the  house  and 
ground  half  what  they  paid  for  the  pp:oimd.  They  go  away  to  some  large  town  where 
they  lay  around  and  get  whatever  they  can. 

QusstUm.  Tou  yourself  have  i-emoved  t 

Answer,  Yea,  sir  j  I  have  moved  to  Athens. 

Question.  Why  did  you  do  so  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  thought  I  would  be  killed  down  where  I  was. 

Question,  Was  that  your  sole  reason  for  removing  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  that  is  the  sole  reason.  If  I  could  have  had  peace  there,  I  would 
rather  live  there  than  in  any  other  place  I  have  been  in. 

Question,  You  were  getting  along  well  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  getting  along  well.  I  had  as  much  work  as  I  could  do. 
Every  white  man  who  had  any  work  of  my  kind  to  do  would  hire  me  if  he  could 
get  me. 

QuesHon,  Did  you  own  any  land  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  owned  one  lot  of  seven  acres,  another  of  one  acre,  and  another  of 
about  a  quarter  of  an  acre.  '  • 

Question,.  Have  you  sold  your  lots? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  tried  to  sell  them,  but  I  could  not  get  anything  for  them.  The 
ordinary  told  me  I  better  let  them  stand ;  he  said  prolMibly  the  feeling  would  wear 
down  after  a  while.  He  said  that  may  be  it  would  become  quiet  there,  and  he  would 
like  ma  to  come  back  again.  I  told  him  I  did  not  think  I  could  live  there  any  moi'e, 
aad  I  would  rather  sell  out  if  I  could. 

Question.  Have  you  moved  to  Athens  solely  because  yon  felt  yon  could  not  be  sc^e 
where  you  were? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  moved  there  to  keep  from  being  killed,  and  perhaps  my  wife 
killed.  She  is  injured  a  good  deal.  She  was  in  a  delicate  state  at  the  time  they  came 
to  my  house,  and  it  haa  iiyured  her.    She  will  never  be  of  any  more  account,  I  thiulc. 

Question.  You  say  that  many  people  there  have  moved  away  in  the  same  manner  on 
account  of  feeling  unsafe  f 

Answer,  Severed  that  had  bought  lots  adjoining  mine  moved  away.  Some  have 
moved  to  Atlanta.  One  fellow  bought  two  acres  at  $20  an  aero,  and  put  a  house  oc. 
the  ground.  He  fenced  it  and  fixed  it  up.  He  sold  the  house,  fencing,  &o.,  for  ^0^ 
and  got  nothing  for  the  land.    He  moved  to  Atlanta. 

Question.  Why  did  he  leave  t 

Anstcer.  He  thought  be  was  in  danger  of  his  life. 

Question.  Is  that  feeling  of  fright  and  fear  general  among  t^e  colored  people  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  It  is  generju  among  the  colore<l  i)eoplo  in  the  county  where  I  live. 
f  They  told  me  when  I  left  that  if  I  cmdd  find  a  place  where  I  could  make  a  liring,  I 
Bliould  write  back  to  them.  I  have  never  written  buck.  They  said  that  they  wanted 
to  leave  if  they,  could  make  anything  above  their  support.  There  are  lots  of  men 
down  there  whose  crops  are  muuing  away  with  grass,  and  they  cannot  get  hands  on 
a«connt  of  this  thing ;  the  men  are  running  away  so  and  leaving  the  county.  A  heap 
of  fermers  there  can't  get  labor  enough  to  make  their  crop. 

Question,  Has  anybody  been  punished  for  any  of  these  things  f  ^ 
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An9ioer.  Nobody  has  been  pnnished  at  all.  The  attempt  is  made  sometiines  to  pnni^li 
people,  that  is,  they  try  to  prosecute  some  few ;  but  it  is  the  hardest  thing  to  do  in  the 
wond.  If  a  man  knows  two  or  three  men  in  a  crowd,  or  knows  one  man  for  certain, 
that  man  gets  fort^  or  fifty  men  to  swear  that  he  was  at  some  other  place  that  night. 
Yon  cannot  prove  it  on  a  man  to  save  yonr  life.  I  thought  once  I  wonld  try  to  prose- 
onte  the  parties  in  my  case,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  I  got  some  papers  fixed  np 
to  go  to  the  governor  and  see  him  and  get  some  advice  from  him.  I  went  to  the 
ordinary  and  clerk  of  the  court,  and  they  told  me  they  wonld  sIcti  in  a  minnte,  but 
they  said  they  were  afraid  of  their  lives,  and  they  were  afraid  to  do  it.  They  told  me 
to  tell  the  goVernor  and  the  leading  men  at  the  capital  of  the  State  how  they  were 
fixed — that  they  could  not  sign  the  paper  for  the  reason  that  they  were  in  danger  of 
their  lives. 

Question,  That  was  what  these  officers  told  you  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir;  they  told  me  they  could  not  do  anything  at  all. 

Question,  Are  the  people  upon  whom  these  acts  of  violence  are  inflicted  afraid  to 
prosecute — afraid  to  testify  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  are ;  if  they  think  they  know  a  man  they  are  afi*aid  to  eall 
his  name. 

Question,  In  the  case  of  the  attack  on  yon,  you  say  yon  know  of  no  reason  in  the 
world  for  it,  except  that  you  were  a  somewhat  leading  republican  among  the  cc^ored 
people  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  about  what  I  think.  The  white  oitissens  and  black  eould 
not  find  any  other  way  to  account  for  it. 

Question,  In  some  of  these  other  instances  which  yon  have  given,  there  seems  to 
have  been  some  quarrel  out  of  which  the  attack  grew.  Are  tnere  many  cases  like 
yours,  in  which  you  think  the  attack  was  for  political  reasons  T 

Answer,  In  my  county  1  don't  recollect  of  any  case  of  whipping  or  shooting  on  aoconnt 
of  political  affairs,  but  mine.  Eveiy  man  they  whipped  tbey  asked  him  how  he  voted. 
Sometimes  the  men  woulcj,  say  they  did  not  vote  at  all ;  they  were  afraid  to  tell  the 
party  they  did  vote  for.  Sometimes  they  would  say  they  vot^  for  the  repnbii<^n 
party,  and  then  the  men  would  say-,  "  If  you  ever  do  it  again,  we  will  kill  you." 

Question,  The  advice  these  disguised  men  give  is  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  say,  "If  you  vote  any  other  sort  of  ticket  besides  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  we  will  kill  you  when  we  come  again."  They  say  they  have  just  come 
from  the  grave;  that  they  wore  killed  at  Manassas,  and  are  Just  ontrof  the  grave. 

QuesUon.  It  is  a  kind  of  spiritual  advice  they  give  f 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  there  been  in  your  county  or  your  part  of  the  State  any  disturbance  of 
your  schools  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  threats  have  been  made  against  school  teachers  which  cansed  them 
to  run  off  and  leave  the  schools — not  in  my  county ;  none  have  run  away  from  my 
eounty.  In  the  adjoining  county  there  was  a  man  teaching  school,  a  colored  man  that 
I  saw  in  Atlanta.  He  said  they  threatened  to  come  after  him,  and  he  got  wind  of  it 
and  left  before  they  came. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  instances  where  tea(mer8  of  schools  have  been 
frightened  away  f 

Anmcer,  In  my  county  there  was  a  white  woman  that  commenced  teaching  school. 
That  was  directly  after  the  surrender.  They^  burned  her  school-house  down ;  some- 
body did  it ;  they  don't  know  who,  whether  it  was  disguised  parties  or  not.  It  was 
supposed  to  be  that  class  of  people  that  did  it. 

Question.  The  school-house  is  supposed  to  have  been  set  on  fire  purposely  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
•    Question.  It  is  not  supposed  to  have  been  an  accidental  fire  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  set  on  fire  on  purpose. 

Question,  That  was  some  years  ago*? 

Answer,  Yos,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  recent  instances  of  burning  school-honses  in  yonr  part 
of  the  State  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  my  county.  I  don't  think  there  has  been  any  school-house 
burned  lately  in  my  county  or  any  of  the  adjoining  counties. 

Question.  Does  what  these  disj^uised  bands  say  to  these  i>eople  about  voting  have 
any  effect  upon  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Several  of  them  say  that  excepting  they  can  got  protection  against 
these  disguised  men  going  about,  they  do  not  intend  t«  vote  any  more. 

Question,  WhyT 

Answer.  They  say  they  cannot  vote  excepting  they  rote  the  democratic  ticket,  and 
they  say,  before  they  do  that  they  will  not  vote  at  all.  They  say  that  if  they  can't  vote 
as  they  want  to  vote,  they  don't  care  to  vote  at  all.  ^  I 

Question,  Do  they  feel  afraid  to  vote  as  they  want  to  votefgitized  by  VjOO^I^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  tell  me  they  are  afraid  to  vote  the  wa/  they  want  to  vote. 
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By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QueaiUmn  Yoa  said  you  were  a  member  of  tlio  legislature  T 

An9wer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  talked  with  members  of  the  legislature  from  other  parts  of 
Georgia  f 

Amawer*  Tee,  sir ;  I  have  talked  with  several  of  thera. 

QiMMtum.  Tbe  condition  of  things  of  which  you  have  been  speaking  exists  in  other 
parts  of  the  State  of  Georgia  T 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesiUm,  Did  members  of  the  legislature  tell  you  of  the  existence  of  such  things  in 
other  places  T 

Antwtr*  Yes,  sir. 

QMstion.  From  your  conversation  with  them,  how  extensively  do  you  suppose  this 
condition  of  things  prevails  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  throughout  Georgia  pretty  well— all  tl^e  farming  parts  of  the 
State,  where  there  are  no  towns  close  around ;  it  is  generally  there. 

Q^iion,  You  learned  from  your  fellow  representatives  whom  you  met  in  the  legisla- 
ture that  this  condition  of  things  is  general  throughout  the  State  T 

Amawer*  Yes,  sir. 

QueaHan,  And  that  the  colored  ^ple  are  in  a  state  of  terror  and  alarm  T 

AMSvaer,  Yes,  sir*  While  I  was  in  Atlanta  they  were  coming  there  every  day  or  two, 
stopping  there. 

Queation.  Yon  mean  colored  people  fh>m  different  parts  of  the  State  t 

Anawer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Wnat  did  they  come  to  Atlanta  for  T 

Anawer,  They  came  there  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  Ku-Klux.  and  to  be  protected 
some  way  or^thor.  They  think  they  cannot  stay  around  where  tney  have  lived  with- 
out being  killed  or  whipped. 

QusHtion,  Do  you  now  refer  to  counties  distant  from  where  you  live  ? 

Anawer,  That  is  what  people  told  me  whom  I  saw  coming  to  Atlanta  to  see  the  gov- 
ernor. 

Question.  To  represent  their  grievances  to  the  governor  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queaiion,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  an  instance  in  which  any  man  belonging  to  this 
disguised  organization  of  Ku-Klux,  who  are  committing  these  outrages,  has  been  con- 
victed or  punished  in  your  State  T 

Anawer*  I  heard  about  three  weeks  ago  that  there  was  one  sentenced  to  be  hung  in 
Crawfordsville,  Georgia;  I  think  that  was  the  place. 

Queation,  Wnat  be^une  of  him  T 

Avavxr.  Well,  he  is  there  yet,  I  suppose.  The  time  had  not  arrived  for  him  to  be 
hxmg*  I  understood  the  4th  of  August  was  the  time  he  was  to  be  hung ;  and  his  friends 
were  trying  to  get  a  pardon  for  him,  I  understood. 

Queation,  Was  he  to  be  hanged  for  a  crime  committed  in  disguise  f 

Anawer,  That  is  what  I  understood.  ^ 

Queation,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  other  instance  t 

•  Anawer,  No,  sir.  About  two  weeks  before  I  left  Atlanta,  I  saw  it  mentioned  in  the 
papers  that  Captain  Anderson  and  CaptaiA  Murphy,  Unitea  States  marshals,  had  been 
down  to  Dawson  County  and  brought  up  two  prisoners  who  had  not  had  their  trial. 

Queation,  Captain  Anderson  and  Captain  Murphy  were  United  States  officer^  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questionm  Was  this  man  who  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  tried  in  the 
United  States  court  f 

Ansurer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  invtances  of  that  kind  in  the  State? 

Anawer.  No,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  no  other  instance  where  they  have  been  convicted. 

Qtteaiion,  How  many  persons  do  you  think  have  been  whipped,  attacked  in  their 
bouses,  or  molested  in  any  way  in  your  county  within  the  last  year  T 

Answer,  Well,  as  many  as  one  hundred,  I  reckon,  have  been  whipped. 

Queation.  In  your  countv  within  the  last  year  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  some  have  been  got  hold  of  and  afterwards  got  away ;  they  run  off 
and  didn't  get  any  whipping.  There  have  been  many  disturbed  in  that  way,  though 
some  wouldj^et  away. 

Question,  Do  the  colored  people  generally  sleep  in  their  houses  ? 
^  Anawer,  Some  do ;  and  some  who  hear  of  these  threats  do  not  sleep  in  their  houses. 

*  Queation.  Suppose  a  colored  man  votes  the  republican  ticket,  is  he  safe  there  f 
Anawer.  1  suppose  that  if  he  is  not  a  leader  and  has  not  much  influence,  they  are  not 

apt  to  bother  him,  excepting  he  gets  into  some  cross  words  with  some  wnite  man. 
Queation,  But  suppose  a  negro  should  vote  the  democratic  ticket  t 
Anawer.  Well,  he  would  never  be  interrupted  then.    I  never  heard  of  one  being  inter- 
rupted.   TherQ  are  several  that  vote  it  down  our  way.    There  are  lots  of  them  that 
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vote  it  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  the  great  mass  of  them.    In  the  town  where  I  llye  sev* 
eral  vote  it. 

Question.  Do  they  vote  it  for  the^nrposo  of  making  themselves  safe  by  so  doing  f 

Answtr.  Yes,  sir;  they  think  it  is  the  best  plan  to  get  along  among  the  white  people. 

Question,  Is  it  generally  nnderstood  there  among  the  colored  people  thAt  if  they  will 
vote  the  democratic  ticket,  they  are  then  safe  from  thtise  attacks  T 

Atmoer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  impression  among  the  people.  They  have  told  me  that 
if  I  would  act  with  that  party  I  would  be  as  popular  as  any  white  man,  and  would  dc 
well  the  balance  of  my  days. 

Qiieation,  Who  told  you  that  ? 

Anstcer.  The  white  men  of  the  county. 

Question.  Democrats? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  said  if  I  would  vote  for  their  party  and  use  my  inflaenco  for 
it,  I  w6uld  never  suffer  for  anything.  I  told  them  I  thought  I  was  doing  right,  and  I 
did  not  care  to  deceive  the  party  that  I  was  in  with ;  and  I  thought  I  would  do  wrong^ 
to  go  over  to  the  demcj^rats ;  for  then  my  present  party  would  be  as  hard  against  me 
as  the  opposite  party  was  now.  I  said  I  didn't  care  to  deceive  anybody  at  all.  We  had 
no  hard  words ;  it  all  passed  off  in  good  terras ;  there  was  no  trouble  and  no  argument. 
They  just  gave  me  advice  what  it  would  be  best  foi^o  to  do. 

Qiuestion,  Then  it  is  the  general  feeling  among  the  colored  people,  and  it  is  your  opin- 
ion, that  you  might  buy  your  safety  by  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  if  t  had  never  voted  the  republican  ticket,  if  I  had  stood  with  the 
democrats  ever  since  I  have  been  enfranchised,  I  don't  think  I  would  ever  have  had  a 
cross  word  with  a  man  in  tbat  county,  and  would  never  have  had  a  hurt  of  any  sort. 

Question,  Do  you  think  you  could  now  buy  peace  and  safety  by  chan^ng  and  going 
with  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  could,  after  shooting  that  man.  I  think  that  would  make 
them  kill  me  still.  If  it  had  not  been  for  that  roan  beiuf^  shot,  I  suppose  I  could  go 
back  there,  change  my  politics,  and  live  as  well  as  I  ever  did. 

Question.  Suppose  an  election  were  to  occur  now  in  your  county,  would  the  colored 
people  vote  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  thev  would  in  the  county  where  I  live.  Around  the 
city  of  Athens,  where  there  is  no  trouble,  they  might  vote. 

Question,  1  mean  outside  the  city  f 

Answer,  Outside  the  city  in  the  country  I  do  not  think  you  could  poll  twenty  votes 
among  the  colored  people,  unless  they  were  persuaded  to  vote  with  the  democrats. 

Question,  I  mean,  would  colored  people  dare  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer,  You  could  not  get  twenty. 

Question.  How  many  colored  voters  are  there  in  your  county  outside  of  the  town  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know ;  I  suppose  in  the  whole  county  there  are  about  nine  or  ten 
hundred. 

Question,  Do  you  think,  if  an  election  were  to  occur  now,  not  twenty  out  of  that  ten 
hundred  would  dare  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer,  Not  twenty  out  of  the  portion  in  the  country. 

Question,  Is  the  case  the  same  in  the  adjoining  counties  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  pretty  much  so  all  through  the  adjoining  counties,  except  in 
the  towns,  where  they  are  protected  by  the  police  or  something  of  that  sort. 

QuesUfm.  Do  these  bands  of  men  ever  whip  women  T 

Answer»  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Why  do  they  whip  women  t    They  do  not  vote. 

Amfwer.  Many  times,  you  know,  a  white  lady  has  a  colored  lady  for  cook  or  waiting 
in  tiie  house,  or  something  of  that  sort.  They  liave  some  quarrel,  and  sometimes  prob- 
ably the  colored  women  gives  the  lady  a  little  jaw.  In  a  night  or  two  a  crowd  will 
come  in  and  take  her  out  and  whip  her. 

Question,  For  talking  saucily  to  lier  mistress? 
,    Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  that  state  of  things  control  colored  labor  down  there  T  Do  these  bands 
make  the  negroes  work  for  whomever  they  please  f 

Answer,  Do  yon  mean  the  Ku-Klux  T 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  Well,  they  gp  sometimes  so  far  as  this :  When  a  man  is  hired,  if  he  and  his 
employer  have  any  dispute  about  the  price,  and  there  are  hard  words  between  then? 
about  the  amount  of  money  to  be  paid,  they  whip  the  colored  man  for  disputing  the 
white  man's  word,  or  having  any  words  with  him. 

Question.  They  whip  the  colored  man  for  having  any  dispute  with  his  employer  aboui> 
what  shall  be  paid  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  Is  that  common  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  has  been  done  several  times.    Sometimes  colored  people  acre 
rozking  for  a  part  of  the  crop.    They  work  on  till  the  crop  is  nearly  completed  and 
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ready  for  gathering.    Then  a  fons  arises  between  tbem  and  the  employer,  and  they  are    \ 
whipped  otF— whii)ped  oflf  by  these  men  in  disguise.^  If  they  do  not  whip  a  man,  they      \ 
come  aud  knock  his  door  down  and  mn  him  out,  and  he  gets  scared  and  moves  away, 
leaving  his  share  of  the  crop.    He  will  sometimes  go  to  the  employer,  and  the  man  will       / 
say,  "Your  crop  in  the  field  is  worth  such  and  soch  a  price,  and  that  is  all  I  will  give       I 
you."    The  man  will  have  to  take  what  he  can  get  and  move  off.    Some  of  the  colored      I 
people  swear  that  they  do  not  intend  to  £Eirm  any  more,  excepting  they  can  have  i>eace      I 
to  ^ther  what  they  plant.    Now,  they  work  a  part  of  the  year  and  then  get  mn  oft      | 
and  make  nothing.    80  they  conclude  it  is  beet  to  go  to  some  cit^  and  work  by  the      I 
day  for  what  they  can' get.    Every  town  in  our  State  where  there  is  any  protection  is     / 
overrun  with  colored  people.    Many  of  the  farm  hands  are  there;  and  there  is  a  great     1 
mass  of  loafers  who  stand  round  town  because  they  have  got  no  work  to  do.    Yet  peo-     I 
pie's  fields  around  in  the  country  are  running  away  with  grass.    Some  men  go  to  town    / 
and  try  to  get  hands.    The  colored  men  will  ask,  **  In  what  part  of  the  country  do  you    / 
Mvef    The  maD  will  mention  such  and  such  a  place.    They  will  say,  "  We  can^t  go  / 
down  there ;  the  Ku-Klux  is  down  there.    If  it  wasn't  for  the  Ku-Klnx  we  would  go  / 
down  and  work  for  you."  ^ 

Qiteation,  Are  there  many  white  republicans  in  your  county  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  suppose  there  are  over  four  or  five.  In  the  eity  of  Athens 
the  man  who  attends  the  post  office,  I  think,  is  a  repnblican ;  then  he  has  got  two  or 
three  sons  who  are  clerks  in  the  post  office ;  then  there  is  the  tax  collector.  They  are 
/^-^lepublicans :  they  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  colored  men  to  be  whipped  for  leaving  the  planta- 
tions upon  which  they  had  l>eeu  working  T 

Annoer.  I  have  heard  of  their  being  threatened ;  they  were  told  that  if  they  did  not 
go  back  and  go  to  work,  these  men  would  come  and  beat  them  to  death  some  night.   Some 
of  them  would  gi7  to  the  houses  where  the  colored  men  were  living  off  to  themselves, 
I      and  tell  them  if  they  did  not  leave  there  and  go  to  some  white  man's  yard  and  live,  they 
\jwonld  come  in  on  them  some  night  and  kill  them. 

QueBtum.  Do  the  colored  people  generally  obey  such  orders  ? 

Anmcer.  Some  of  them  get  scared.  I  heard  of  a  case  in  Jackson  County,  which 
acUoins  Clarke  County.  In  that  case  one  or  two  families  left  their  houses  and  went  to 
9i>me  white  man's  yard  to  live.  They  complain  that  they  do  not  know  what  to  do; 
that  they  are  afraid  on  account  of  the  Ku-Klux.  Then  the  citizens  will  tell  them, 
**  Come  to  my  house  and  stay,  and  I'll  be  bound  they  won't  pester  you." 

Qfte^iUm.  You  live  in  the  county  of  Clarke  t 

An9wtr.  Yes,  sir. 

QmettUm.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  condition  of  things  in  Walton  County  t 

Anavtr,  I  have  beard  of  several  whipping  spells  out  there  by  the  Ku-Kluz.  A  colored 
man  came  to  Atlanta  a  day  or  two  beiore  I  left  there,  and  said  that  he  came  in  because 
he  was  afraid. 

Question.  How  is*  it  In  Jackson  County  T 

Answer.  Two  or  three  families  moved  down  to  Athens  fh>m  Jackson  County  two  or 
'ttree  months  ago. 

Question.  On  account  of  the  Ku-Klux  T      ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  report  any  whippings  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  they  whipped  one ;  and  one  who  had  moved  to  Athens 
and  brought  his  family  had  been  shot  at,  I  think,  but  they  missed  him. 

f^nesOon.  How  is  it  m  Madison  County  T 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  particular  whipping  spell  in  Madison  County.  I 
have  heard  of  the  Ku-Khix  being  out  there  deviling  people.  I  have  not  heard  much 
about  Madison ;  I  don't  suppose  there  has  been  much  of  it  done  there. 

Question.  Does  the  riding  round  of  these  men  in  disguise  terrify  the  ecdored  people, 
whether  they  commit  any  acts  of  violence  or  notT 

Answer.  Sometimes  they  rule  rohud  there  and  never  pester  anybody  at  all—just  go 
by  the  house  and  wake  the  colored  people  up  and  let  them  see  them.  Sometimes 
they  eome  in  and  take  a  gun  or  ptst<^  away  from  them,  or  powder,  if  thev  have  any. 

Qmestitm.  Have  they  generally  disarmed  the  colored  people  in  that  section  T 

Answer.  Sometimes  they  Just  go  through  the  country  and  never  do  anything  but  tak« 
guns  and  pistols  away  from  the  col(»^  people. 

Question.  How  is  it  in  Oglethorpe  County  T 

Answer.  The  same  way. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind  in  Morgan  County  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  the  same  way  m  Morgan. 

QuesHon.  And  Greene  f 
Yes,  sir. 


Question.  Aud  those  counties  that  border  on  Clarke  f  r^^/^rrl/^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  V^OOg  IC 

QuesUon.  Hoje  is  it  in  Wilkea  Coontyf 
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Anmcer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  in  Wilkes — whether  thejr  are  doio^  any* 
thin>(  there  or  not.  I  have  heard  of  a  creat  deal  of  outra^  and  whipping  in  Taliaforro 
Comity  and  in  Warren  County.  Tafiaferro,  I  reckon,  is  a  hundred  miles  from  my 
place. 

Question.  From  what  is  said  generally  by  these  men  while  going  around  whipping 
colored  people  or  pai*ading  through  the  country,  and  iVom  your  knowledge  of  the  kind 
of  men  they  are,  is  it  your  opinion  that  their  object  is  to  prevent  the  colored  people 
from  voting  the  republican  ticket  T 

Anstcfr.  Yes,  sir;  they  intend  to  do  it  till  they  get  the  government  in  their  own 
hands.  They  say  that  if  they  ha<l  started  soon  enough  Grant  never  would  have  been 
elected,  and  Bullock  never  would  have  had  his  seat  as  governor. 

Question.  Do  those  persons  to  whom  you  have  spoken  at  the  capital  of  yonr  State, 
and  who  report  the  condition  of  afiairs  in  other  sections,  have  the  same  impressions  t 

Jnstver.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  about  the  same  thing. 

Question.  Have  you  taJked  it  over  with  themT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  chat  when  we  are  toother ;  that  is  the  first  thing  we 
name  when  we  meet  one  another — to  find  out  how  times  are  in  their  counties,  and  to 
report  from  our  counties. 

Question.  Do  they  say  that  the  object  of  the  organization  is  to  influence  the  colored 
vote? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  all  say  the  same  thing. 

Question.  Do  these  disguised  men  talk  about  voting  when  they  are  committing  thei^ 
outrages  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  the  days  of  election,  do  any  of  these  disguised  men  make  their  appear- 
ance at  the  ballot-boxes  or  around  the  polls  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  see  any  violence  on  the  days  of  election  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  our  polls ;  we  never  have  had  any  trouble  at  alL 

Question,  Your  idea  is  that  the*  intimidatioii  is  done  beforehand  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  done  beforehand. 

Questum.  To  keep  the  colored  men  from  coming  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  intimidation  is  carried  on  at  night  by  these  men  in  disguise  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  recollect  now  there  was  one  man  shot  in  the  day-time — the  daj 
of  the  presidential  election.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Mitchell  Stroud  was  shot  in  the  day- 
time ;  ne  was  shot  through  the  hand ;  he  was  going  to  town  to  vote. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  instances  where  men  have  gone  to  a  man's  honse 
and  left  a  warning  with  his  wife  that  he  had  better  not  go  to  the  election? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  nothing  of  that  sort  being  done  in  the  day-time  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  heard  of  nothing  said  in  the  day-time  at  all,  that  I  know  of, 
oonceming  goiug  to  the  polls. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  instances  where  neighbors,  without  any  disguise, 
would  go  in  the  day-time  and,  as  a  friendly  act,  give  such  warning! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  would  advise  them  to  vote  their  way. 

Question.  Would  they  advise  them  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  go  to  the  election  and 
Tote  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer.  They  would  say  te  them,  "You  had  better  vote  the  democratic  ticket:  we 
are  your  friends  now,  and  it  is  not  worth  while  for  you  to  vote  to  put  in  power  tnese 
men  from  the  North  who  do  not  care  as  much  about  you  as  we  do.'' 

Question.  Do  they  tell  them  at  the  same  time  that  they  will  be  safe  from  the  Ku-Klax 
if  they  will  do  so  ? 

Answer.  They  don't  tell  them  so  right  out.  They  say  that  they  will  have  no  trouble. 
They  say  they  don't  know  who  the  Ku-Klux  are,  but  if  they  will  do  that,  they  will 
not  be  in  any  danger  from  the  Ku-Klux.  * 

Question.  Yon  say  that  men  who  are  known  do  this  in  the  day-time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  men  who  are  known  tell  the  colored  people  they  know  nothing 
al>out  the  Ku-Klux-Klan,  but  that  they  are  just  after  those  who  are  going  ahead  in 
politics,  pretend  to  be  leaders  in  politics,  that  they  are  not  after  anybody  else ;  and 
they  say,  "Just  let  politics  alone,  havexiothing  to  do  with  it,  don't  vote  at  all  if  yon 
can't  vote  any  other  sort  of  a  ticket  than  the  republican  ticket,  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  and  yon  will  have  no  trouble." 

Ouestum.  You  said  that  these  disguised  men  spoke  of  being  men  who  had  been  killed 
at  Manassas.    Do  they  pretend  to  ue  persons  wuo  have  risen  from  the  ^rave  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  their  chat.  They  took  a  man  that  lived  right  close  to  me 
and  carried  him  two  or  three  miles  from  town,  hunting  a  woman  that  had  run  away 
from  the  part  of  the  country  where  they  came  from,  eicht  or  ten  miles  ofi*.  They 
asked  him  who  he  belonged  to  before  the  war.  He  told  tliem  he  belonged  to  Barton 
Thrasher,  but  that  Barton  Thrasher  was  dead  now.    One  of  the  men  said  ''  Oh,  yes  ,'  he 
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is  dead ;  I  saw  him  tho  other  day ;  I  am  jnfit  from  hell ;  I  saw  Barton  Thrasher  there. 
I  was  killed  at  Manassas.  I  just  came  out  of  the  grave  to-night.  I  see  Barton  Thrashor 
every  day  or  two." 

Qieitton,  Do  yon  know  whether  these  men  have  places  of  meeting?  Do  you  hear  of 
the  Jc  Msembling  together  at  particnlar  places  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  am  not  certain  where  they  have  met ;  hut  I  heard  a  man  say  they 
met  at  Fontenoy  Mills.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  so  or  not.  1  have  never  been 
down  there.  I  saw  a  man  down  the  railroad  tho  other  day  who  told  me  they  came 
thfire  every  week ;  that  he  saw  their  horses  hitched  there,  covered  with  white  cloth. 

iiueniion.  Do  they  disguise  their  horses  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  a  white  cloth  spread  over  the  horses. 

QuiCBlUm,  So  that  the  horses  cannot  be  recognized  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueBti4m»  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  divided  themselves  into  separate  camps — 
whether  part  of  the  men  belong  to  one  camp  under  one  commander,  and  part  to 
auothcr  f    Have  yon  heard  any tmug  about  that  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

QuetiUm.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  the  inside  working  of  the  organization  ? 

Answer,  No,  air;  not  a  thing. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Qu/eition,  Did  yon  say  that,  in  your  opinion,  your  case  is  the  only  political  case  yon 
have  heard  of  as  occurring  in  the  county  of  Clarke  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  so  far  as  I  can  recollect. 

Q^eition,  All  the  other  cases  in  your  county  were  matters  of  private  quarrel  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  private  quarrels. 

Question,  You  know  nothing,  of  your  own  knowledge,  of  any  of  the  facts  that  you 
have  stated  as  occurring  in  counties  other  than  your  own  T  You  only  know  what  you 
have  heard  people  say  f 

Answer,  That  is  what  I  hear  people  say  about  surrounding  counties. 

Qnesium,  Your  county  is  all  you  Know  anything  about  yourself? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Que9ti(m,  In  your  opinion,  your  case  is  the  only  political  case  that  has  occurred  in 
jour  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  my  case  was  the  only  political  case,  so  far  as  I  know. 
People  have  said  they  approach  them  about  voting  when  they  first  get  hold  of  them. 
They  Ml  them  about  voting  as  soon  as  they  get  hold  of  them. 

Qneslian.  That  is  what  otner  people  t^ll  you  ? 

Jnstcer,  Yes,  s-ir. 

Question,  These  men  never  mentioned  to  you  anything  about  voting  in  their  talk 
with  yon  on  the  night  they  visited  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  say  anything  to  me ;  they  just  cursed  me,  and  com- 
menced shooting  me. 

Question.  When  they  first  came  after  you,  you  went  out  from  the  place  where  you 
lived,  and  heard  them  asking  this  old  man  wnere  you  lived,  and  how  you  were  fixed  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answtr.  Charles  Watson. 

Question,  Did  they  accuse  him  then  of  having  stolen  a  beef? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  them  say  anything  about  the  beef;  this  chat  about  the  beef 
came  ont  afterward — a  day  or  two  after  tho  fuss  was  over.  The  news  came  then  that 
they  were  not  after  me ;  that  they  came  there  after  Charles  Watfion  lor  stealing  a  beef. 

Question,  They  did  not  on  that  night  go  to  your  house  ? 

AnsuKr.  No,  sir ;  they  were  on  the  way  to  my  house. 

Question,  How  many  were  there  in  your  party  ? 

Answer.  Al>out  four  of  us  ran  up  first,  and  I  think  there  were  thirty  or  ibrty  coming 
up  behind  us.    Tbey  heard  us  coming,  and  they  broke  and  ran. 

Question,  Were  you  all  armed  ? 

Answer.  Those  who  were  with  me  were.  As  to  the  others,  some  were  armed  and 
Bome  were  not. 

Question,  Did  you  shoot  the  man  in  the  field  ? 

Answer.  I  shot  at  the  man  in  the  road;  he  was  walking  alongside  of  the  fence. 

Question,  Did  you  shoot  him  ? 
Answer,  I  never  hit  him. 

Question.  Was  no  one  of  them  shot  that  night  ? 

Answer,  There  was  a  man  shot  that  night;  but  they  said  the  Ku-Klnx shot  hixa 
There  was  a  man  wounded  that  night  in  the  eye. 

Question,  One  of  their  fellows  ?  /^  i 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  but  he  said  the  Ku-Klux  shot  him.  011^1,3^  by  GOOQ Ic 

Question,  What  was  his  name  f  ^         '  O 
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Answer,  His  name  was  Malcom :  I  think  it  was  George  Maloom;  he  lives  in  Walton 
Connty,  fifteen  or  eighteen  miles  irom  where  I  live. 

Question,  How  louj;  after  this  night  when  you  had  the  shooting  with  them  did  they 
come  to  your  hoane  T 

Answer,  1  suppose  it  was  ahout  three  or  four  weeks ;  five  or  six  weeks,  I  reckon. 

Queaiian,  Were  any  of  those  men  who  were  at  your  house  identified  afterward,  in  any- 
way? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  that  I  know  of  particularly.  People  said  they  knew  pretty^ 
well  who  they  were.  Some  people  told  me  they  knew  pretty  well  who  some  of  t^em 
were;  but  they  were* afraid  to  say  anything — airaid  they  would  get  killed. 

Question.  What  white  man  was  it  who  told  you  that  if  you  voted  the  democratic 
ticket  you  would  be  safe,  and  that  you  would  not  be  unless  you  did  T 

Answer,  Dicken  was  odo. 

QuesHon,  Is  he  a  democrat  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  he  live  in  the  county  of  Clarke  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  was  living  there. 

Qwsiion,  Do  you  tell  this  committee  that  he  said  to  you  that  your  only  chance  to  be 
8a&  was  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer,  No,  1  do  not  think  he  said  it  was  my  only  chance  of  being  safe.  He  told  me 
if  I  would  turn  and  vote  that  way,  1  would  be  always  protected — would  always  do 
well,  and  never  suffer  for  anything. 

QuesHon.  Did  you  understand  him  to  tell  you  that  you  could  not  live  there  unless 
you  did  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  tell  me  I  could  not  live  there  if  I  did  not  vote  that  way. 

Question,  Did  any  white  man  ever  tell  you  that  you  could  not  live  there  unless  you 
voted  the  democratic  ticket  T    If  so,  tell  who  it  was. 

Anywtr,  No,  sir ;  none  ever  told  me  I  could  not  live  there  without  voting  the  demo- 
cratic ticket. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  any  white  man  tell  any  person  that  he  could  not  live 
there  in  safety  unless  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  anybody  tell  them  that. 

Question.  Did  you  yourself  ever  hear  anybody  threatened  with  any  wrong  to  his  per- 
son qr  property  if  he  did  not  vote  that  way  ?  If  so.  give  us  the  names  of  toe  men  who 
made  such  threats.  Did  you  ever  know  any  one  tnr<jaten  anybody  witti  any  hanu  if 
he  did  not  change  his  politics  from  republican  to  democratic  t 

Answer.  None,  except  what  I  was  speaking  of  a  while  ago. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  that  yourself  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  I  am  asking  yon  as  to  what  you  know  yourself. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  it  myself. 

Question,  Can  you  give  us  the  name  of  any  white  man  whom  yon  have  heard  threaten 
anybody? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  them  threaten  anybody.  * 

Question,  You  do  not  know  yourself  of  any  such  threats  t 

Answer,  No  more  than  what  they  tell  me  that  they  say  to  them. 
.  Questioiu  That  is,  what  you  get  from  other  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;-  »11 1  tell  yon  outside  of  my  own  case  is  just  what  other  people  teH 
me  who  have  been  whipped  and  come  in  there.  Some  come  in  who  are  laid  up  and 
crippled,  and  they  tell  me  that. 

(^iestion.  You  spoke  of  men  saying  that  if  they  had  be^n  this  thmc  sooner  Grant 
never  would  have  been  elected ;  did  you  ever  hear  any  white  man  say  that  T 

Answer,  That  is  the  chat  among  the  c(dored  people  there ;  they  tell  me  that. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  anybody  say  that  T 

Answer.  No,  sir :  never  myself. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  that  all  yon  have  been  telling  about  is  what  has  been 
said ;  the  fears  and  apjnrehensions  and  threats  are  what  you  get  from  other  i>eople  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm.  No  part  of  which  you  have  ever  heard  yourself  froto  anybody  whose  name 
you  can  give  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  present  myself  at  any  ef  these  talks. 

Question.  Who  is  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court  in  the  county  of  Clarke  f 

Answer,  Charles  Davis. 

Question.  Are  your  grand  juries  made  up  of  Vhite  and  black  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  are  all  white. 

QuesHon.  They  will  not  allow  black  men  to  sit  on  a  jury  in  Clarke  Connty,  and  the 
jurymen  are  all  white  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  all  your  oiBcers  are  white  men  I  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  o 
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QueaM(m.  How  many  counties  are  in  Jiid|^  Dayis's  cironit  f 

Antwerp  Three. 

QutatUm,  What  are  they  ? 

Answer.  Jackson,  Clarke,  and  Walton. 

Ques^on.  You  mentioned  some  white  man  who  talked  to  yon  on  the  day  hefore  you 
.  were  attacked ;  what  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  John  Thrasher. 
'     Q^egtkm.  What  did  he  say  to  yont 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  had  known  me  a  long  time;  that  he  wanted  to  tell  me  some- 
thing that  he  thought  would  make  me  safe,  or  get  me  out  of  some  trouble  in  some  way. 
He  said  he  had  heard  them  talking  around  that  they  intended  to  kill  me  or  make  me 
leave,  one  or  the  other;  and  he  said  that  they  tried  to  get  him  to  join  the  party  to  go 
help  do  it,  but  he  said  he  was  above  such  things  as  that;  he  did  not  want  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  it.  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  why  they  had  anything  against  me— 
why  they  wanted  to  do  anything  to  me.  He  said,  **They  say  you  are  making  too  much 
here ;  you  are  running  a  grocery  and  making  morb  money  than  some  of  the  white  men, 
and  they  do  not  intend  to  allow  it."  He  said,  "  It  is  a  parcel  of  low-down  fellows  that 
begrudge  it  to  you ;  I  would  just  as  soon  buy  firom  you  as  anybody ;  but  some  of  them 
about  here  are  after  you,  and  are  going  to  have  you  if  yon  don't  mind." 

QuesHan.  Even  in  your  own  case,  there  was  s6me  other  feeling  besides  politics  mixed 
up  with  the  difficulty  f 

Answer.  No  feeling  outside  of  what  this  man  Thrasher  said  that  they  said — that  I 
was  making  too  mu^  there ;  that  is  all  the  feeling  I  could  understand.  I  questioned 
the  citizens  all  around  town,  and  none  of  them  could  find  anything  at  all  that  they 
thought  these  men  had  against  me. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QmesHon.  You  were  talking  about  having  seen  men  who  had  been  thrashed  and 
injured ;  did  you  ever  examine  their  wounds  f 

Answer.  I  have  looked  at  the  lashes;  sometimes  they  would  take  off  their  clothes 
and  show  me  the  marks. 

Question,  How  many  persons  have  you  seen  in  that  way  f 

Answer.  Jim  Elder  and  Abe  Coll)y ;  I  also  saw  a  fellow  with  a  hole  shot  in  the  side 
of  his  head.  « 

QuesHon.  These  men  whom  you  name,  how  were  they  iiyured  f 

Answer.  They  were  whipped. 

Question.  You  saw  the  stripes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question  Did  you  see  anybody  else  who  was  wounded  or  in  any  way  injured  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  saw  person^  but  never  examined  the  wounds  of  every  one  of  them ; 
there  was  only  one  or  two  that  I  examined  the  wounds  of. 

Question,  Describe  the  wounds  that  you  yourself  received. 

Answer.  I  have  a  ball  in  my  right  arm  and  two  in  the  right  side. 

Question.  Where  in  the  side  T 

Answer.  Ri^ht  above  the  hip-bone. 

Question.  Did  the  ball  oome  out  ?  ' 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  it  is  in  there  now. 

Question,  Where  did  the  other  boll  go  in? 

Answer.  About  six  inches  below  the  ttrm-ptt.  It  ran  around  into  the  fleshy  part  and 
stopped.    The  doctor  probed  for  it,  but  said  he  had  better  let  it  stay  there. 

Question.  Then  two  f>alls  are  now  in  your  bodyf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  t^ree.  Tiie  doctor  said  at  first  that  the  one  in  the  arm  had 
glanced  off,  but  it  was  sore  some  time,  and  he  thought  maybe  it  was  there  after  all. 

By  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  You  have  said  that  your  case  is  the  only  political  case  you  kftdw  of  in  your 
county  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  my  case  is  the  only  political  case,  as  folks  suppose.  These 
men  uever  said  anjrthing  to  me  aboot  what  they  were  shooting  me  for,  but  people  sup- 
]K)e6  it  was  on  account  of  politics. 

Question.  There  was  no  other  reason? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  no  other  reason;  that  is  what  people  tho«|^t  was  the  reason,  and  I 
thought  so  too. 

Qiustion.  In  these  other  cases  in  your  county,  do  you  say  there  has  been  nothing  said 
•  about  how  the  i>er8ons  attacked  voted  T 

Answer.  I  say  they  would  speak  to  them  about  yotlng;  that  ia  the  first  thing  they 
would  say  when  they  commenced  whipping  them. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  remark  to  apply  to  these  other  cases  in  your  county  f  Do 
yoa  mean  to  say  that  the  men  inquired  in  the  first  place  how  the  persons  voted  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

2g 
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Question,  Do  yoa  meaD  to  say  that  there  was  nothing  political  in  theae  oth^  cases  in 
your  county  T 

Ansv?er.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  that  there  was  not. 

Question.  But  in  most  of  them  there  had  heen  some  quarrel  or  some  difficulty  that 
had  something  to  do  with  the  attack  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Where  women  were  whipped  it  was  mostly  on  account  of  dispntedl 
with  their  employers.  When  men  were  whipped,  it  originated  sometimes  from  quW I 
relinff ;  and  tnen  when  they  got  hold  of  them,  the  first  word  they  would  say  to  theDil 
would  he,  "How  do  you  vote?  Do  you  vote  the  radical  ticket  f  They  would  tell  theml 
that  if  they  voted  any  other  sort  of  a  ticket  than  the  democratic  they  would  kill  them.'^ 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  How  many  women  have  heen  whipped  about  there  f 

Answer.  I  can  not  tell ;  several  women  have  been  whipped. 

Question.  How  do  they  whip  them  f  " 

Anmcer.  They  iust  strip  them ;  maybe  they  take  a  belt  that  they  belt  their  pistols 
around  with,  ana  strap  them  with  it — buckle  and  all  sometimes ;  and  then  they  knoc)£ 
them  over  the  head  with  a  pistol-stock  or  pistol-barrel. 

Question.  How  do  they  strip  them  t  Do  they  strip  all  their  clothes  off,  or  only  partially  t 

Answer.  Mostly  when  they  come  in  the  night  the  women  have  hardly  any  clothes 
on  :  they  have  all  gone  to  bod ;  they  strip  their  clothes  nearly  all  about  off. 

Question.  Do  they  strip  them  naked  f  * 

Anewer.  In  several  cases  I  never  questioned  particularly  whether  they  stripped  them 
naked  or  not.  They  ju.st  stated  the  facts  about  being  beaten,  and  I  never  asked  them 
whether  they  were  stripped  stark  naked  or  not.' 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  State  precisely  what  has  been  said  to  you  in  regard  to  your  being  better 
off  or  safer  if  you  would  change  your  politics  and  vote  the  otner  way. 

Answer.  I  was  telling  you  a  while  aco  about  this  man  Dicken.    He  told  me  that  if  I 
would  turn  my  politics  and  go  the  other  way,  I  would  be  better  off;  that  I  could  get  * 
as  much  work  as  I  wanted  to  do  as  long  as  I  lived  about  there,  and  I  could  make  a 
fortune  there — that  I  could  make  as  much  as  I  wanted  to  make. 

Question.  Has  anything  been  said  to  you  by  anybody  as  to  your  safety  firom  these 
Ku-Kl«xf 

Ansictr.  No,  sir;  nothing  at  all  more  than  they  told  me  that  I  had  belter  leave  there, 
that  they  expect<^  I  would  get  killed  if  1  staid  there.    Some  of  them  told  me  that. 

By  Mr.  PooLi  ^^ 

Question.  You  said  that  you  did  not  know  that  they  had  at  any  time  actually  threat- 
ened that  if  you  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  you  would  not  be  able  to  live  there 
in  safety! 

Answer.  I  do  not  underst:)nd  the  question. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  did  not  know  any  particular  case  in  which 
they  told  the  colored  people  that  if  they  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  they  could 
not  live  there  in  safety? 

Answer  None,  only  these  dis^ised  men  ;  they  told  them  that  if  they  voted  any  other 
ticket  besides  the  democratic  ticket  they  would  kill  them  or  beat  them. 

Question.  Yon  have  heard  of  its  being  put  in  this  form:  that  if  they  would  not  Tote 
the  republican  tick<;t  they  could  live  there  in  safety  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  them  not  to  have  anything  to  do  with  politics  at  all — not 
to  vote  at  all. 

Qiiestion.  Then  it  is  not  so  common  for  them  to  threaten  them  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  acts  themselves  terrify  the  colored  people  without  threats  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  f 

Question.  But  they  tell  them  they  can  be  free  from  those  acts  if  they  will  vote  the 
other  way  or  will  not  vote  at  all  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  they  do  not  threaten  what  they  will  do  to  a  man  if  he  votes,  but  telt 
him  that  if  he  will  not  vote  the  republicau  ticket  he  will  be  free  from  such  things. 
Do  yon  know  whether  they  have  alleged  as  a  reason  for  putting  it  in  that  form  that 
their  purpose  is  to  endeavor  to  evade  the  law  against  threatening  voters  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  to  keep  from  being  charged  with  intimidation. 

Question.  To  evade  the  law  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  an  improvement  they  have  adopted  which  they  think  will  evade 
the  law  against  threatening  voters  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  let  the  acts  stan<l  for  threats  and  then  promise  protection  if  the 

groes  will  vote  in  a  particular  way  f  ^ 

'nswer.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuesHon.  Senator  Pool  asks  yon  if  you  know  all  these  things,  and  you  say,  "Yes, 
sir."    Now,  how  do  you  know  tnem  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  he  was  asking  me  whether  I  supposed  that  was  the  notion  or  not 

Question.  The  question  was  put  -to  you,  "  Do  yon  know  thdse  things  T  " 

Answer.  1  do  not  say  that  I  know  it  for  certain. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  a  whit^  man  say  any  such  thing  to  anybody  as  Senator 
Pool  has  just  stated ;  if  so,  what  white  man  f 

Answer.  I  just  answered  him  according  to  the  way  I  thought  he  asked  the  question. 

Qvestion.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  white  man  say  any  such  tning  to  anybody  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not;  I  was  only  informed  so  and  so. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Did  you  hear  this  from  colored  people  who  had  been  attacked  by  these 
menf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  it  generally  from  colored  i>eople  who  reported  the  attacks 
upon  tbemf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  people  who  would  come  up  with  these  wounds  on  them  would  say 
so ;  they  would  come  up  for  me  to  go  with  them  to  the  justice  of  the  peace,  or  to  the 
governor,  to  get  some  protection,  and  they  would  tell  me  all  about  it,  and  I  would  go 
with  them. 

QuesHon.  And  it  was  from  what  those  men  said  that  you  learned  these  things  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


'  Washington,  D.  C,  JtUy  10, 1871. 

C.  D.  FORSYTH  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman,  (Mi*.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f 

Answer.  I  reside  at  Rome,  Georgia.      « 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  T 

Answer.  I  have  lived  at  Riome  only  about  one  year.  I  was  raised  within  forty  miles 
of  the  place,  however. 

Question,  You  are  a  native  of  the  State  of  Georgia  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  until  within  about  a  year  yon  resided  forty  miles  from  Rome  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Paulding  County. 

Question.  Do  yon  hold  any  official  position,  and  if  so,  whatT 

Answer.  I  am  solicitor  general  of  the  Rome  judicial  circuit. 

Question.  By  your  law  do  you  have  a  solicitor  or  solicitor  general  in  each  judicial 
circuit  in  the  State  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  hold  that  position  in  the  Rome  circuit  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  counties  compose  your  circuit! 

Answer.  Six  counties. 

Question.  By  virtue  of  this  office  you  are  the  State  prosecutor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  State's  attorney. 

Question.  To  what  political  party  do  you  belong? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  been  acting  with  the  republican  party  since  the  war. 

Question,  Were  you  in  any  way  connected  with  either  army  during  the  rebellion  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QwesOon.  With  which  army  T 

Answer .  I  was  a  captain  in  the  rebel  army. 

Quesiion,  During  the  entire  war  f 

Amawer.  Yes,  sir ;  however,  I  did  not  hold  that  x>osition  all  the  time,  but  I  was  in  the 
Tebol  army  all  the  time. 

Question.  Were  you  in  practice  n«  a  lawyer  before  the  warf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  admitted  to  the  bar  only  a  few  iuonths  before  I  went  into  the 
anny.    I  ^as  a  young  man  then,  only  twenty -one,  about  the  time  the  war  commenced. 

Question,  You  had  just  been  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quos^on.  The  object  of  this  inquiry  is  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  country  in  the 
late  insurrectionary  States,  especially  in  relation  to  the  degree  of  order  and  peace 
thcnre,  bow  far  person  and  property  are  respected,  to  what  extent  there  are  unlawful 
-violations  of  either,  and  whether  offenses  of  that  character,  if  cdmmitted,  are  duly 


20  CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS  IN  THE   SOUTHERN  STATES. 

prosecut'ed  and  punished ;  and  more  especially  whether  in  any  portion  of  the  country 
unlawful  acts  are  done  to  persons  or  property  by  bands  of  armed  men  going  i^ut  in 
disguise.  Will  you  now  give  us  any  information  which  you  have  in  relation  to  tho 
condition  of  affiun  In  your  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  especially  in  your  judicial  oir- 
6uit  where  your  official  duties  are  f  » 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  known  of  some  crimes  being  committed  by  parties  in  dis- 
guise.   If  you  roqulre  me  to  do  so,  I  can  give  ^ou  a  statement  of  what  I  know. 

Question,  Go  right  on  and  st-ate,  without  being  inquired  of,  all  that  you  know  upon 
that  subject.  I  intended  merely  to  give  you  an  outline  of  our  line  of  inquiry,  and  then 
have  yon  go  on  and  make  your  e^atement  inUy. 

Anstcer,  Well,  occupying  the  position  I  do,  there  have  been  various  reports  made 
to  me. 

QuesUon,  By  the  way,  let  me  inquire  how  long  you  have  held  this  office  of  solicitor 
general  f 

Answer.  A  little  more  than  two  years.  As  I  was  saying,  various  reports  were  made 
to  me,  but  I  never  got  possession  of  any  facts  until  last  March.  At  the  superior  court 
in  Chattooga  County,  some  parties  represented  to  mo  that  there  had  been  some  crimes 
committed  by  bands  of  men  in  disguise :  and  we  laid  a  plan  to  capture  some  of  the 
Klan,  and  did  get  three  of  them,  and  I  indicted  them  for  robbery.  They  had  taken  some 
guns  and  pistols  from  some  colored  people,  and  I  convicted  them  of  robbery,  and  they 
were  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  seven  years  each.    1  had  an  interview  with 

all  the  party  after  they  were  convicted^  however,  there  was  only  one 

Questiim,  Perhaps  before  going  on  with  that  you  had  better  give  us  an  acoonnt  of 
that  transaction  as  fully  as  you  understood  it. 

Answer,  The  testimony  developed  on  the  trial  showed  that  these  parties  went  out  in 
disguise.  I  had  their  disguises  in  court,  a  kind  of  black  gown,  and  a  black  mask  that 
went  over  the  face,  with  ]places  cut  for  the  eyes,  and  some  fantastic  colors  about  it  in 
places  to  make  it  look  frightful.  Thcjy  went  to  the  houses  of  three  different  colored 
men ;  from  one  they  took  a  gun,  from  another  a  pistol,  and  from  another  two  pocket- 
knives,  I  believe. 
Question,  W^hon  was  that  ? 

Anstcer,  That  was  in  last  January  or  February-.  They  also  met  a  white  man  on  the 
road,  and  took  his  watch  from  him.  I  do  not  remember  the  names  of  the  colored  men. 
but  the  name  of  the  white  man  from  whom  they  took  the  watch  was  Enooh  Phant.  1 
believe  those  were  all  tho  crimes  they  committed.  I  indicted  th^m  for  robbery  in  each 
oDfe  oi  the  eases. 

Question,  How  large  a  body  of  men  were  there  out  at  that  time  f 
Answer,  It  appeared  fjx>m  the  testimony  that  there -were  only  Ave  men  in  that  party 
that  any  of  the  witnesses  saw.  After  conviction  one  of  the  parties  stated  to  me  that 
they  belonged  to  a  regular  organisation  of  that  sort ;  that  one  of  their  party  had  been 
taken  out  of  a  calaboose  by  tlie  organization  a  week  or  two  before  that,  where  he  bad 
been  confined  for  some  minor  offense. 
Question,  Taken  out  by  force,  rescued  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  gave  me  the  names  of  some  iiersons  that  he  said  belonged  to  the 
organization — a  gpreat  many  of  them ;  some  persons  that  did  belong  to  it,  and  some  that 
did  not ;  that  is  my  opinion  about  it. 

Question,  Stato  all  that  he  said  to  yon  about  it  T 

Answer,  He  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  know  anything  about  the  extent  of  the  OTgani> 
zation.  I  endeavored  as  much  as  possible  to  get  at  the  root  of  the  thing ;  but  he  stated 
that  he  did  not  know  anything  about  the  extent  of  the  organization,  that  he  simply 
knew  that  there  was  an  organization  in  his  militia  district,  and  that  he  had  been  with 
parties  from  one  or  two  other  militia  districts :  thait  ho  undeiBtood  theie  was  an  organi- 
zation of  that  sort  in  each  militia  district.  I  do  not  know  anything  that  would  mib- 
stantiate  what  he  said,  except  in  one  case.  There  is  one  militia  district  in  my  ooanty 
in  which  he  represented  that  the  Klan  from  that  district  was  with  him  on  a  ocrtsin 
night  previous  to  the  time  of  the  crimes  which  were  committed,  and  for  which  he  was 
convicted.  I  have  found  since  that  some  of  the  men  he  reported  to  me  as  belongiiig  to 
it  have  been  committing  crimes  in  the  same  way.  One  man^  I  think  Joha  Feaav — I 
know  his  name  is  Penny,  but  I  am  not  so  certain  aboat  the  given  name-— one  of  toose 
whom  he  told  me  belonged  to  the  Klan,  I  managed  to  get  an  interview  with,  by 
making  a  promise  to  him  that  he  would  not  be  prosecuted.  I  got  him  to  come  to  town 
and  see  me  in  a  private  room;  and  he  there  told  me  that  he  did  belong  to  the  Klan, 
and  he  acknowledged  having  been  with  a  party  that  committed  some  oUwr  orimea  in 
the  oonnty  in  which  I  live.  As  soon  as  the  men  connected  with  it  fonnd  tbat  1  had 
had  an  interview  with  this  Penny  they  all  ran  ofiE^  and  left  the  country,  so  that  I  have 
•  not  beeif  able  to  capture  any  of  them  yet. 

Qumtim^  Did  any  of  these  men  tell  yon  auytlung  about  the  manner  of  the  ofgaaiza- 
tion,  any  particulars  about  it  f 

Antmr,  No,  air ;  they  neither  one  knew,  or  they  said  they  did  not  know,  about  how 
it  was  organized.  -They  said  it  was  the  understanding  with  them  that  there  wi 


GBOBeiA.  21 

an  or^^izatiou,  bat  all  they  knew  about  it  was  that  they  had  to  obey  withoat  any 
question  the  orders  brought  to  them. 

Question*  Did  this  otgaoizatlon  to  whieh  they  belonged  have  officers  T 

An9U!er.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  a  captain,  and  that  was  the  extent  of  their  knowledge ; 
in  both  of  these  ailitia  districts  I  testify  about  there  was  a  captain  of  a  Klan ;  as  to 
the  organization  above  that,  they  did  not  themselves  have  any  Knowledge. 

QuesHoiL  They  knew  there  was  some  oi^ganization  above  them,  from  which  they  re- 
ceived their  orcters  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questum.  Did  you  learn  from  either  of  those,  or  from  both  of  them,  how  long  this 
order  had  existed  there,  or  when  it  commenced  f 

Answer,  No^  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  that  they  told  me  about  that. 

Qmestitm*  How  early  did  you  first  hear  of  these  bands  of  disguised  men  being  seen  in 
your  part  of  the  State,  in  your  circuit  T 

Amiwer,  WeU,  sir,  it  has  been  nearly  two  years. 

Question,  When  it  commenced  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  when  I  first  heard  of  them. 

Question,  Did  they  beein  to  commit  outrages,  unlawful  acts,  as  early  as  that  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  did;  I  did  not  hea^  of  any  at  first.  The  first  unlawful 
act  that  I  remember 

Question,  What  did  you  hear  about  that ;  what  was  the  first  indication  of  their  com- 
mitting unlawfril  acts  f  * 

Anmoer,  Well,  sir,  the  first  indication  that  I  remember  was  that  they  would  get  to- 
gether in  disguised  bands  and  go  around  through  the  neighborhood  and  frighten  the 
colored  peupfe ;  they  gave  several  x>er8on8  in  the  country  ^tten  notices  prescribing^  to 
them  the  manner  in  which  they  should  conduct  themselves,  and  if  they  did  not.  stating 
that  the^  would  have  to  leave  the  country,  ^.  That  was  the  first  thing  I  heard  of 
their  doing. 

QuesOan.  W^hat  was  the  substance  of  these  notices,  and  to  whom  were  they  given  f 

Answer.  The  main  thing  that  was  at  the  bottom  of  it  was  simply  this,  what  the 
southern  people  call  negro  equality.  If  a  man  there  was  in  favor  of  universal  suffrage 
be  made  himself  very  obnoxious  to  the  people ;  and  if  he  is  in  favor  of  it,  it  is  best 
for  him  to  keep  it  to  himself. 

QtMf tfM.  And  these  notices  w^e  given  to  that  class  of  men  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Q!uesiion.  Can  you  state  the  substance  of  the  notices,  whether  they  were  to  leave  the 
country,  or  to  leave  off  talking  about  negro  suifrage,  and  to  quit  supporting  it  t 

Answer.  To  leave  off  taikin|^  about  negro  sufifn^,  and  to  quit  supporting  it. 

Question,  About  how  soon  did  they  begin  to  commit  acts  of  violence  anywhere  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir.  I  think  that  in  last  January  and  February  the  first  oases  of  vio- 
lence were  reportea  to  me,  about  the  time  this  robbery  was  committed.  There  was  a 
colored  man  in  the  saipe  county  by  the  name  of  Jourdan  Ware 

Question.  Right  there  in  regiurd  to  That  case,  what  were  the  particulars  t 

Answer.  He  was  a  colored  man.  '  With  us,  colored  men  frequently  have  different 
names  ;  his  name  has  been  jpubUshed  in  the  papers  as  Green  Foster,  but  Jourdan  Ware 
was  the  name  I  used  in  trying  to  get  an  indictment. 

Question,  That  was  the  name  he  went  by  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  State  all  the  circumstances  which  yon  learned  about  the  manner  of  the 
•vtmge  committed  upon  him. 

AMmotfT,  The  negro  had  belonged  to  Green  Foster's  father ;  Green  Foster  is  the  young 
man  who  gave  me  a  statement  m  the  facts.  These  men  went  to  his  house  and  repre- 
aented  themselves  as  being  Union  soldiers,  and  that  they  were  going  around  the  coun- 
try to  organize  a  counter  organization  to  tne  Ku-Klux ;  and  this  boy  agreed  to  go  into 
tiie  oi^ganization. 

Qumtwn,  This  colored  man  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  this  colored  man.  He  started  on  with  them,  and  went  off  some  oon- 
siderable  distance,  perhaps  a  half  a  mile,  from  the  house,  and  then  they  killed  him. 

Queetion,  Was  that  a  body  of  men'  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  about  how  large  a  force  that  band  consisted  oft 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Foster  gave  me  the  names  of  about  seven  or  eight  that  he  supposed 
were  with  the  Klan  that  night,  but  there  were  a  large  number  of  others  that  he  had  no 
idea  who  they  were.  Judge  Wright,  a  gentleman  from  Georgia,  who  is  now  here,  can 
tentiiy  all  about  the  facts  if  you  can  get  them  from  him,  for  he  was  employed  by  the 
fiitlier  of  one  of  the  boys  engaged  in  the  killing,  for  they  thought  we  were  going  to 
make  arrests  some  six  weeks  ago.  Judge  Wright  got  possession  of  all  the  facts  from 
liim. 

'4M08lMm.  Did  you  uiiderstand  that  there  was  any  allegation  against  this  colored  mar 
that  he  had  done  anything  f 
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Antwer,  No,  air  ;  Mr.  Foster  represented  to  me-  that  he  was  a  very  f^ood  kind  of  a 
mani  that  there  was  nothing  against  bim. 
Question,  But  he  was  ready  16  Join  in  with  the  hand  against  the  Ku-Klnx  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Was  that  the  pretext  or  excuse  which  they  gave  for  killing  him  t 
Answer.  I  suppose  it  was.    The^  called  there  and  pretended  to  be  Union  soldiers,  and 
got  him  off  under  that  pretext  away  from  the  house. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  no  other  reason  alleged  for  that  murder  except  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  undertook  to  prosecute  some  persons  that  you  supposed  were  engaged 
in  the  killing  of  that  man  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  At  our  last  court  in  Chattooga  County  ;  but  I  failed  in  this  way,  I  waa  not 
able  to  get  the  names  of  the  parties. 

Question.  You  could  not  identify  them  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  identify  them. 

Question.  Yon  got  possession  of  the  names  of  several  persons  that  you  supposed,  or 
that  somebody  supposed,  were  in  itf 

An9wer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  one  or  two  of  them  have  left  the  State ;  there  is  no  doubt  they 
were  the  parties,  but  I  could  not  make  the  proof 

Question.  When  did  those  persons  leavt^ 

Answer.  I  think  about  six  weeks  ago ;  lAt  longer  than  two  months  ago. 

Question.  About  the  time  you  were  trying  to  get  a  bill  against  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  some  time  afterward ;  I  was  still  ferreting  the  matter  out. 

Question.  You  were  still  pursuing  it. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  with  a  pretty  fair  prospect,  I  think,  of  getting  at  the  facts.  They 
left,  and  perhaps  now  I  never  will  get  tbe  facts. 

Question.  Can  you  state  any  other  instance;  are  there  any  other  instances  where 
persons  have  been  killed  by  these  bands  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  was  one  other  case  in*  my  circuit  reported  to  me  a  short  time 
hefore  I  left  home,  where  a  nes^ro  was  killed  in  Haralson  County  by  a  band  of  disguised 
men.  I  have  not  been  there,  but  a  gentleman  from  that  county  came  up  and  let  me 
know. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  f 

Answer.  He  said  that  there  was  a  party  of  men  came  to  his  house  and  killed  him  that 
night ;  that  he  knew  no  reason  why  it  was  done.  He  reported  that  the  people  in  the 
county  were  very  much  outraged,  and  were  goin^to  hold  a  meeting  and  condemn  the 
action  of  the  Kian,  which  I  think  it  is  likely  they  will  do.  I  believe  that  county  is 
considered  to  be  more  loyal  to  the  Government  than  most  of  the  other  counties  in  my 
circuit. 

Question.  Have  yon  information  of  any  other  acts  of  violence  committed  by  these 
hodies  of  disguised  men  that  did  not  result  in  death  f 

Answer.  None,  except  what  this  man  Penny  stated  to  me.  He  told  me  that  the  party 
that  he  belonged  to  had  taken  some  guns  from  some  colored  people,  and  that  they 
whipped  one ;  I  think  they  took  two  or  three  guns,  and  whipped  one  colored  man. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  taking  the  gnus  away  from  these  colored  men  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  gave  no  reason  for  it. 

Question.  Why  did  they  whip  this  man  ? 

Answer.  He  gave  no  reason  for  it  at  all.  He  said  that  they  went  there  and  were  look- 
ing for  guns  and  pistols,  and  taking  them  away  from  the  negroes,  and  this  one  said 
something  they  did  not  like,  and  one  of  the  men  whipped  him. 

Question.  He  was  not  civil  T 

Answer.  So  he  said. 

Question,  And  they  whipped  him  f 

-4n«cer..Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  stated  all  the  Instances  of  violence  by  these  bands  in  your  circuit 
that  you  have  any  knowledge  of  f 

Answer,  All  that  I  have  any  knowledge  of;  I  have  heard  rumors  of  others,  but  I  do 
not  have  any  reliable  information  of  any  others. 

Question.  Yon  succeeded  in  convicting  three  of  the  men  that  wore  engaged  in  this 
taking  away  of  guns,  &c.T 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  state  the  names  of  the  counties  that  compose'y our  judicial  cirooit  T 

^iiMrer.  They  are  Floyd,  Walker,  Chattooga,  Haralson,  and  Paulding.        ^ 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Que9U<m,  In  which  one  is  Rome  T 
Answer.  It  is  in  Floyd  County. 

By  the  Chairman/ (Mr.  Poland  : ) 

Question,  Can  yoa  give  any  opinion^  other  than  yon  have  given,  in  relation  to  the 
extent  of  this  organization  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  my  opinion  is  that  the  organization  is  thorough  throughout  the 
State,  or  at  least  it  has  heen. 

Question,  How  lately  have  they  appeared  anywhere  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  of  some  within  the  last  three  weeks. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  their  heing  abroad  in  bands  and  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Now,  from  what  you  have  observed,  and  from  what  you  have  heard,  what, 
in  your  opinion,  is  the  object  and  purpose  of  the  organization  f 

Answer.  That  is  a  very  hard  question  to  answer. 

Question,  You  probably  have  a  judgment  and  an  opinion  about  it,  formed  upon  what 
you  have  seen  and  heara  f 

Answer,  My  opinion  is  that  tbe  order  was  gotten  up  and  is  kept  up,  as  a  rule,  by  the 
men  who  are  disfranchised ;  that  is  my  opinion.  I  ttiink  tbat  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
organization  to  control  the  colored  population.  There  is  a  kind  of  vague  notion  with 
a  great  many  people  in  the  country,  and  it  is  an  honest  conviction  with  them,  that  they 
are  in  danger  from  the  colored  population.  As  a  ceneral  thing,  when  persons  there  at- 
tempt to  justify  the  operations  of  this  Klau  they  do  it  upon  that  theory,  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  keep  the  colored  people  down  to  keep  them  in  subordination.  And  my  opin- 
ion is  that  that  is  the  ground  of  the  whole  of  it.  The  idea  of  the  liberation  of  the 
slaves,  and  the  conferring  upon  them  univfrsal  suffrage,  is  so  obnoxious  to  the  people 
of  that  country  that  I  think  that  is  the  cause  of  the  whole  of  it. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  is  it  designed  to  have  an  efifect  upon  them  to  deter  them 
£rom  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage ;  to  make  them  afraid  to  vote  ? 

Ansiver,  1  do  not  know  of  any  act  that  has  been  done  that  would  justify  me  in  saying 
that  they  had  deterred  and  intimidated  any  one  from  voting. 

Question.  No  direct  instance  of  that  kind? 

Answ^.  No,  sir;  no  direct  instance. 

Question.  I  speak  of  its  general  purpose.  What  has  been  the  behavior  and  deport- 
ment of  the  colored  people  as  a  class  since  they  were  enfranchised  7  In  your  Judgment, 
is  there  any  foundation  for  any  fear  that  they  will  invade  the  rights  of  the  white 
]>eople  ? 

Answer.  Their  conduct  has  generally  been  good,  better  than  I  expected.    I  do  not ' 
think  there  is  any  danger  whatever  of  any  violence  or  injury  from  the  colored  race 
toward  any  person. 

Question.  Has  an  vthing  been  done  by  them  -to  afford  any  fair  ground  of  fear  of  that, 
in  your  judgment  i 

Answer.  Nothing  as  a  race,  or  as  a  class.  There  have  been  some  very  heinous  crimes 
committed  by  colored  people,  and  they  have  committed  a  great  many  crimes ;  but  I 
have  never  failed  to  be  able  to  convict  them. 

Question.  There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  any  case  in  putting  the  law  in  force  where 
the  colored  man  has  committed  a  crime  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  the  operations  of  these  bands  of  men  upon  the 
colored  people :  what  state  of  feeling  has  it  produced  among  them  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  colored  people  are  more  or  less  in  tear  from  the  operations  of 
this  Klan,  less  disposed  to  take  any  part  in  public  affairs  of  any  sort. 

(Question.  You  think  it  has  produced  a  fear  among  them  that  deters  them  from  exer- 
cising their  political  rights? 

Answer.  1  do. 

Question.  Have  any  of  them  moved  away,  gone  %way,  on  that  account  T 

J|ji«rcr.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  the  operations  of  these  bands  of  disguised  men  in  your 
State  beyond  the  limits  of  your  circuit  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  other  parts  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  them  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 

Question.  Are  their  operations  in  other  places  of  a  similar  character  to  what  they 
have  been  in  your  circuit? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether,  as  a  general  rule,  so  far  as  you  have  any  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject,  the  offenses  committed  by  these  armed  bodies  of  men  in  other 
places  have  been  prosecuted  and  punished? 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  case  of  conviction.  I  suppose  that  those  I  have 
myself  convicted  are  all  that  have  been  convicted  in  the  State. 
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Question,  Do  yoa  think  that  in  that  community  there  is  any  indispoaitioD  to  testify 
through  fear — to  give  information  against  these  bands  on  account  of  the  fear  produced 
by  themt 

Anstcer,  I  think  that  has  been  the  case  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and  it  is  yet  to 
some  extent.  But  in  my  circuit  I  am  satisfied  now  tliat  I  havo  the  cooperaitioD  of  mast 
of  the  officers  of  the  court.    I  have  hvbored  to  that  end  and  I  think  I  nave  succeeded. 

Question.  Do  you  have  the  cooperation  of  the  community  f 

Jnstcer,  Well,  sir,  they  are  divided. 

Question,  How  divided  T 

Answer,  There  is  a  portion  of  the  people  who  are  very  anxious  to  see  the  Klan 
broken  np  and  to  see  these  parties  punished,  while  there  are  some,  of  course,  thxU  ¥rill 
justify  it. 

Question.  Palliate  it  or  excuse  it  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  is  that  portion  of  the  community  indisposed  to  give  any  aid  to  fiorret 
out  these  parties  and  punish  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  will  not  give  any  assistance  whatever  in  the  way  of  informa- 
tion or  otherwise. 

Question,  Does  the  opinion  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  putting  down  this  oi^gani- 
zation  and  stopping  its  outrages  partake,  to  any  extent,  of  a  political  character! 

Ansu^er,  The  question  stands  in  this  way  now :  All  of  the  republican  party  are  in 
favor  of  putting  it  down,  and  there  is  a  division  in  the  democratic  party.  A  ffreat 
many  good  men  in  the  democratic  party  are  in  favor  of  putting  it  down,  and  have 
cooperated  with  me  in  trying  to  do  so  in  my  circuit. 

Question,  How  about  the  other  portion  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  the  other  portion  would  cover  up  everything  they  can  for  them. 
I  presume  that  most  of  the  others  belong  tp  it,  or  have  some  of  their  families  or  friends 
in  it ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  You  said  that  you  have  convicted  two  or  three  of  these  parties? 

Answer.  Three. 

Question.  What  has  been  done  with  them  T 

Answer.  They  were^entenced  to  the  penitentiary. 

Question.  For  what  length  of  time  T 

Answer.  Seven  years  each. 

Question.  Have  they  been  sent  there  ? 

Anstoer.  Two  of  them  have  been,  so  I  have  been  told.  I  know  that  I  sent  the  men 
to  Atlanta,  and  I  know  that  two  of  them  are  in  the  penitentiary. 

Question.  Where  is  the  other  one  T 

Answer,  The  other  one  is  still  in  jail  at  Atlanta. 

QuesUon.  Why  has  he  not  been  sent  to  the  penitentiary  f 

Answer.  I  requested  the  governor  to  keep  him  there  in  order  that  I  might  use  him  aa 
a  witness  in  case  I  could  capture  any  of  the  others ;  and  he  has  kept  him  there  for  that 
purpose. 

Question.  Was  there  any  manifestation  of  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  law  in 
sending  these  men  to  the  penitentiary  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  aoy  effort  to  release  them  from  jail  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  these  three  men  outside  of  those  transactions 
for  which  they  were  convicted? 

Answer.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  their  character. 

Question,  Are  they  ignorant  men  f 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir;  they  are  illiterate  men. 

Question.  Are  they  men  of  any  means  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  are  their  ages  T 

Answer,  They  are  all  young  men,  perhaps  not  far  from  twenty,  twenty-one,  or  twenty* 
two,  somewhere  along  there :  I  am  merely  guessing  at  that. 

Question.  To  what  political  party  do  they  belong  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  there  any  extraordinary  efforts  made  to  defend  them  in  court  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  very  able  counsel,  the  best  there  was  in  the  circuit. 

Question,  How  many  lawyers  appeared  for  themt 
i    Answer,  Two. 

Questiion.  The  best  in  the  circuit  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  those  lawyers  assigned  them  bv  the  court  T  ,,    C^ r^r\cs\(> 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  '9'^^^^  ^y  ^^OOg  IL 
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QuestiM.  Waa  there  aoytbing  outside  of  what  the  la'yvCTS  did— any  manifestations 
among  the  people  there,  and  the  leading  men  there — to  help  them  f 

AnBwer.  Nothing  tbat  J  observed.  There  seemed  to  be  a  fair  legal  trial;  nothing 
improper  about  it  on  either  side. 

Question,  Were  others  on  trial  for  the  same  offense  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same 
court  f 

AtiBwer,  None  for  crimes  committed  in  disguise  except  these  three  vaeju 

Question,  Did  you  convict  them  by  outsme  testimony  or  by  testimony  of  persons 
that  belonged  to  the  order  f 

Answer,  By  outside  testimony. 

QuesUon.  Nobody  confessed  that  he  belonged  to  the  order  Y 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  had  the  property  that  had  been  taken  lh)m  the  parties  and  their 
disguises,  which  I  used  in  evidence  in  court. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  The  confession  this  young  man  made  to  you  was  since  the  trial  T 
Answer.  After  conviction. 

QuesUon,  He  is  the  one  yon  have  retained  in  jail  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  the  one  I  have  retained  in  the  Atlanta  jail. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Ton  say  you  have  heard  of  otlier  eutrageff  in  diffor^rt  parts  of  the  State 
committed  by  these  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  the  victims  members  of  one  party  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  yon  anything  about  tJieir  political  standing.  I  merely  hear  of 
parties  going  througb  the  country  and  oommitting  4»4me8  in  disguise ;  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  men. 

QueMm,  Did  you  ever  know  one  of  these  outrages  to  be  committed  upon  a  white 
manf 

Ansu^er,  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Question,  Whipping  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  politics  of  the  parties  who  were  victims  of  these  outrages 
in  your  circuit  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  do  pretty  generally. 

QuesHon.  Are  the  victims  all  of  one  party? 

Answer.  I  am  not  positive  about  tlus  man  Phant ;  all  the  others  I  know  belong  to 
the  republican  party. 

Question,  What  was  the  case  of  this  man  Phant  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  a  democrat  or  a  republican. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  took  his  watch  away  from  him. 

Question.  Is  there  a  state  of  intimidation  among  the  republicans  there — ^a  feeling  of 
dr^td  and  terror— on  account  of  these  things  f 

Answer.  Not  among  the  whito  republicans,  that  I  know  of;  that  is,  I  have  not  had 
any  fear. 

Question,  Is  there  among  the  colored  people  T 

Answer,  I  think  there  is. 

Question.  You  said  the  effect  of  this  was  to  keep  them  from  taking  any  part  in  pub- 
lic affairst 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  anoh  is  the  intention  f 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Qumtion,  Did  the  man  who  made  the  confession  to  you  say  anything  about  that, 
whether  it  was  to  keep  negroes  from  voting,  or  anything  of  that  kindf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Did  either  of  them  give  the  obligation  taken  by  the  order  f 

Answer,  One  did ;  he  could  not  tell  all  the  obligation,  not  the  exact  language  of  it, 
but  be  went  over  what  he  remembered.  The  principal  part  of  it  was  that  they  should 
obey  all  orders  without  question  or  investigation  j  that  whenever  an  order  came  they 
were  to  execute  it.  They  were  also  bound  by  their  obligation  to  be  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  captain  of  their  district,  to  meet  when  notified,  and  to  keep  secret  everything 
that  was  done. 

Question,  Was  anything  intimated  as  to  what  was  the  purpose? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  nothing  more  than  what  I  have  already  stated. 

QuesUon,  To  accomplish  what  f 

Answer,  They  represented  that  it  was  to  keep  the  negroes  in  subordination 

Question,  To  keep  them  down?  •         ,    ^^  C^nnn\c> 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  '9'^^^^  ^v  ^OO^  IC 
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Question.  Ton  say  that  there  was  nothing  on  the  psirt  of  the  negroes,  in  their  con- 
dact,  that  would  warrant  any  such  movement  f 

Anstoer,  Nothing  as  a  race. 

Question,  They  nave  been  orderly  and  peaceable  f 

Answer,  Generalljr. 

Question,  Except  in  individual  cases  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  known  a  great  many  negroes  to  be  taken  from  their  houses  and 
whipped  f    Have  you  heard  it  Irom  reliable  authority  f 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

Question.  Any  killed  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  their  being  killed. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  these  men  riding  about  in  their  disguises,  displaying 
themselves  in  the  night-time  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  With  arms  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  about  their  arms ;  sometimes  they  have  arms,  and  sometimes 
not,  at  least  none  that  could  be  seen. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  taking  the  negroes  from  their  houses  and  whipping  them 
at  night,  outra^iig  them  in  that  way,  is  calculated  to  allay  any  bad  feeling  the  negroes 
might  have  against  the  white  neople,  or  otherwise? 

Answer,  ^ly  opinion  is  that  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  make  them  worse. 

Question,  To  make  them  worse  f 

Ansujer,  That  is,  if  the  negroes  had  any  resentment.  That  is  the  position  I  have 
taken  all  the  time,  that  it  was  a  bad  way  to  control  the  negroes. 

Question,  Would  it  not  be  likely  to  stir  them  up  to  take  revenge  by  burning  houses, 
barns,  &c.  f 

Ansu)€r,  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  would ;  but  there  has  been  nothing  of 
that  sort. 

Question,  No  burnings  of  houses  or  barns  there  f 

Answer.  None  in  my  circuit. 

Question,  Is  your  circiut  democratic  or  republican  f 

Answer,  Democratic. 

Question.  Are  the  county  officers  democrats? 

Anstper,  Yes,  sir ;  except  in  Haralson  County,  where  they  are  republicans. 

Question.  No  excuses  that  improper  officers  have  been  elected  have  been  assigned  as 
a  reason  for  such  things?  « 

Answer.  I  have  known  of  no  corruption  on  the  part  of  officers. 

Question.  The  democrats  have  full  control  of  everything  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  has  been  no  burning  of  bams  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  have  heard  of. 

Question,  The  negroes  have  been  orderly  ? 

Ansfcer.  Generally  so. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  had  no  difficulty  in  having  the  law  executed  upon 
negroes,  when  individuals  of  that  race  have  committed  outrages  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  difficulty  about  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  at  all. 

Question.  Your  difficulty  has  been  in  executing  the  law  upon  white  men  who  have 
committed  these  outrages  ? 

Ansujer.  The  difficulty  has  been  in  identifying  th^n;  I  believe  I  could  conviot  the 
men  if  I  could  identify  them. 

Question.  Suppose  you  had  the  assistance  of  the  better  part  of  the  community 
earnestly  given,  would  you  not  be  able  to  ferret  them  out  in  all  probability,  and 
identifj'  them  ? 

Answer.  1  think  I  would. 

Question.  The  reason  why  they  cannot  be  identified  is  because  a  great  part  of  the 
white  people  do  not  help  with  earnestness  to  ferret  them  out  and  pursue  them  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  caunot  regard  the  Ku-Klux  Rlan  as  being  tne  better  part  of  the 
community :  I  think  it  is  the  bad  part. 

Question,  The  bad  part  of  the  community? 

Ansu?€r.  I  do,  most  assuredly. 

Question,  Do  you  think  any  good  men  belong  to  it  ? 

Answer.  I  think  some  good  men* have  belonged  to  it,  but  I  believe  they  have  quit  it ; 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  cood  man  in  it  now. 

Question.  1  mean  men  who  had  a  fiur  character  before,  and  in  regard  to  other  acts. 

AnsuftTi  1  think  there  are*men  who  have  got  some  standing  in  the  community  belong- 
ing to  it.  ^ 

Question,  And  some  influence  ? 
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AMwer.  Yes,  sir.  / 

Question,  You  think  there  is  still  another  class  of  men  of  more  influence  that  encourage 
it  and  in  some  degree  direct  its  operations  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  is  the  case  to  some  extent 

Question,  Men  of  still  better  standing  f 

Answer.  I  think  Uiere  are  some  men  of  considerable  influence  in  the  country  who 
stand  back  behind  and  sort  of  govern  the  thing  and  encourage  it. 

Question.  What  is  the  politics  of  those  men  f 

Answer.  Well,  they  run  in  the  democratic  line,  all  of  them  that  I  have  any  suspicion 
of  having  any  connection  with  the  Klan. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  republican  who  encourages  this  thing  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  oppose  it  in  a  body  and  denounce  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  find  no  difiQculty  in  identifying  negroes  and  bringing  them  to  justice 
when  they  commit  crimes  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  I  have  had  no  trouble  at  all  in  convicting  them.  • 

Question.  Is  your  judge  a  democrat! 

Answer.  WeU,  no ;  he  Is  not  a  democrat,  he  has  hardly  got  any  politics.  He  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Bullock,  the  republican  governor. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Who  is  the  judge  of  your  circuit  ? 
Answer.  R.  D.  Harvey. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  You  think  the  cause  of  this  thing  was  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  as 
you  said  just  now,  and  the  conferring  upon  them  civil  rights,  among  other  rights  tnat 
of  voting  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  That  is  at  the  bottom  of  it  T 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  object  of  this  organization  is  to  prevent  the  free  exercise  by  the  negroes 
of  such  rights  f 

Answer.  It  is  very  hard  for  me  to  testify  as  to  that  being  the  object ;  I  think  it  has 
that  efiect,  but  not  being  acquainted  with  the  organization,  I  would  disUke  to  testify 
that  it  is  for  that  purpose. 

Question.  You  cannot  testify  as  to  the  purpose? 

Ansvoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  judgment  from  the  manifestation  of  itf  You  say  it  is  a  gen 
eial  organization,  you  think,  and  that  it  extends  all  over  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  my  opinion  is  that  it  is  intended  to  control  the  colored  race  in 
every  respect,  politically  as  well  as  in  every  other  way,  and  to  keep  them  in  subjection 
to  the  whites.  And  people  justify  it  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
the  negroes  in  subjection. 

Question.  Have  you  conversed  with  the  members  of  the  bar  who  practice  in  your  cir- 
cuit upon  this  subject  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  sentiment  of  the  bar  in  your  circuit  on  that  subject  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  lawyers  are  about  like  people  generally ;  some  of  them  will  justify 
it  and  others  will  condemn  it. 

Q;u€stion,  What  is  the  proportion  between  those  who  palliate  it  and  justify  it  and 
those  who  condemn  it  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  are  a  grbat  many  more  of  course  who  will  attempt  to  palliate 
and  excuse. 

Question.  More  of  them  f 

Answer.  Certainly,  about  in  proportion  to  the  people. 

Question.  That  is  the  case  even  among  members  of  the  bar  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  republican  members  of  the  bar  have  you  in  the  circuit  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  have  about  five. 

Question.  Do  any  of  them  justify  or  palliate  these  offenses  in  any  way  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  are  all  known  to  be  openly  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  How  many  democratic  lawyers  in  the  circuit  join  these  republican  law- 
yers in  denouncing  this  thing  f 

Answer,  It  would  be  very  hard  for  me  to  give  the  number.  I  know  there  are  some, 
perha^  one-fourth,  of  the  members  of  the  bar. 

Qnestion.  Of  the  democratic  lawyers  f  .  C^  r^r^r^\r> 

Answer,  Jes,  sir.  Digitized  by  V^OOSJ  IC 

Question,  Who  join  with  the  republican  lawyers  in  denouncing  these  things  f 
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V  Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

'  Question,  Among  those  who  offer  these  exenses  and  palliations  are  there  any  men 
who  have  been  at  the  bar  a  great  number  of  years,  who  have  standing  and  oharacter 
and  influence  f 

Ansxoer,  O,  yes,  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  circuit. 

Question.  They  are  those  who  palliate  and  justify  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  they  leading  politicians  too  ? 

Answer,  Well,  some  of  th^  are. 

Question,  The  politics  of  your  judge  seems  hardly  to  be  known.  Does  he  maniioBt 
any  feelingon  the  subject  f 

Ansu^er,  He  is  very  much  opposed  to  this  Elan.  He  has  taken  no  active  part  in  poli- 
tics at  all ;  ho  was  originally  an*  old  whig. 

Question,  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  sheriffs  and  the  deputy  sheriffs  of  any 
of  your  counties  are  in  collusion  with,  or  disposed  to  overlook  and  palliate,  crimee  of 
this  kind  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  acts  of  theirs  that  look  in  that  direction. 
The  sheriffs  have  manifested  to  me  a  desire  to  assist  me  in  ferreting  out  the  crimes 
committed  by  these  parties. 

Question,  There  has  been  no  resistance  to  processes  or  anything  of  that  sort  f 

Answer^  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  the  men  who  confessed  to  you  tell  y«n  that  it  was  part  of  their  obliga- 
tion not  to  resist  process  Y 

Answer,  Both  men  told  me  it  was  a  part  of  their  obligation  to  assist  •each  «ther  when 
necessary.    ' 

Question,  Did  they  tell  you  that  they  were  not  to  resist  officers  who  went  to  aneat 
themf 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  spoke  of  that  particularly :  but  they  said  that  they 
were  not  to  permit  one  of  their  Elan  to  be  convicted  or  pumshed. 

Question,  They  were  to  prevent  that  by  rescuing  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  about  getting  some  of  their  men  on  juries,  or  swearing 
for  one  another  in  courts,  swearing  to  alibis  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  occasionally  white  republicans  have  been  whipped  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  a  few. 

Question,  You  think  the  object  is  to  control  and  keep  down  the  hegroes  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  does  the  whipping  of  the  white  republicans  tend  to  that  f 

Answer,  Upon  the  ground  that  they  were  advising  with  the  negroes  and  cooperating 
with  them. 

Question,  It  is  to  keep  the  white  men  from  standing  up  for  the  rights  of  the  negroes  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  Union  Leagues  in  your  country  since  1868  f 

Answer.  Not  since  186^.    It  was  in  1866  that  they  were  organized. 

Question,  Did  the  League  disband  in  1868  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  of  them  since. 

Question,  So  that  the  existence  of  the  Union  League  can  be  no  excuse  for  thrae 
actof 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Union  League  f 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question,  Well,  as  I  understand  you,  then,  whatever  excuse  these  men  could  have 
for  tibeii  ciimes  and  outrages  elsewhere,  they  give  none  there  except  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  negroes  down  f 

Answer.  That  is  all  I  have  heard  of. 

Question,  Has  there  been  generally  some  allegation  of  crimes  against  the  negroes 
who  have  been  whipped  or  lolled ;  have  they  pretended  that  they  have  been  guilty  of 
some  crimes  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  such  reports  as  that. 

Question.  You  have  known  many  negroes  there  to  be  guilty  of  crimes,  and  to  be  con- 
victed of  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  those  been  the  negroes  that  the  Ku-Elux  visited  and  whipped  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  prosecuted  a  negro  for  any  crime  who  has  been  whipped 
by  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  They  generally  allege  some  crime  f  ^ 

Ansufer,  Sometimes  they  do,  and  again  they  do  not. 

Question,  Youhear  nothing  alleged  sometimes!  CiDOolc 

Answer.  They  justify  themselves  in  taking  arms  away  fix)m  ^^^^^^^^^^^''^^^^ 
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(^estion.  Have  yon  ever  known  colored  i>eoplo  there  to  use  their  arms  to  hurt  anv- 
bodyf 

An$wer.  No,  sir. 

Quetition,  Have  you  ever  kno-w-n  them  to  threaten  to  do  it  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QuesUoR*  Have  you  ever  heard  of  their  tiireatening  to  do  so  f 

Anmccr,  No,  sir. 

Qiustion.  They  think  it  is  a  little  more  safe  to  go  ahoot  and  take  negroes  out  and 
whip  them  if  they  do  not  have  arms  than  if  they  ao  have  arms,  do  they  not  ? 

Anmter,  I  think  there  would  he  less  danger. 

Qtt€9Uan»  Do  you  think  there  are  some  n^roes  in  your  community  who  would  he 
likely  to  use  arms  under  those  eircumstances  ? 

Anstcer.  I  think  some  would. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  How  many  cases  have  come  nnder  your  cognizance  in  your  district  of  Ku- 
Klux  offenses  f    Yon  have  named  the  case  of  Penny. 

Answer,  Penny  was  not  convicted ;  he  was  one  of  the  parties  reported  to  me  as 
heing  Ku-Klux,  and  I  had  an  interview  with  him. 

QwEstion,  Give  us  the  cases  in  your  district  that  you  know  of  hy  information. 

Answ^.  Do  you  mean  that  have  heen  reported  to  me  T 

Question,  Tes. 

Answer,  Well,  it  would  take  a  great  while  to  give  them. 

Question,  In  what  case  was  it  that  you  convicted  three  men  T 

Answer,  That  was  the  first  case  I  had  any  immediate  connection  with ;  it  was  in 
Chattooga  County ;  I  convicted  three  parties  that  had  committed  some  crimes  in  dis- 
guise ;  I  had  them  indicted  in  three  cases  and  convicted  them. 

QuesiUm,  What  is  the  name  of  the  man  who  is  still  in  jail  at  Atlanta  ? 

Answer,  John  Payton. 

Question,  In  that  case  it  was  supposed  there  were  five  persons  connect«l? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  three  were  convicted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  ITie  statements  that  Payton  made  to  yon  were,  in  your  opinion,  partly 
true  and  partly  false  f 

Answer,  I  thmk  so. 

Qutstion.  That  was  the  case  where  the  three  men  you  convicted  were  young  men 
from  twenty  to  twenty-two,  men  without  position  and  without  character,  so  far  as  you 
knowf  , 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  their  politics  are  unknown  to  you  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  their  politics. 

Question.  The  ether  two  have  made  their  escape  firom  the  State  f 

Ansu^er,  I  do  not  know  where  they  are ;  I  have  nev^r  heen  ahle  to  arrest  them. 

Question,  Those  you  did  succeed  in  arresting  yon  had  no  tronhlc  in  convicting  on  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Counsel  was  assigned  them  hy  the  court  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  your  hahit  always  to  assign  the  hest  counsel  ? 

Answer.  They  had  the  hest  counsel  in  the  circuit. 

Questkm,  That  is  your  habit  when  assigning  counsel  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quetition.  There  was  no  attempt  at  rescue  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qiieslum.  Was  your  jury  composed  of  part  democrats  and  part  republicans  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  There  was  no  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  Jury  to  convict  t 

Answer,  None  whatever,  that  I  know  of.  * 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  a  case  where  you  presented  your  case  feirly  befhre  the 
jtuy,  that  yon  have  had  any  trouble  in  convicting  men  of  crime  because  of  their 
politics  f 

Answer,  None  at  all. 

Quissfikm.  80  that  whenever  ytm  can  identify  a  man  and  fiiiily  prove  the  crime  against 
him,  your  people  there  will  execute  the  law  regardless  of  politics  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QmestUm,  Your  difilculty  has  been  jn  ascertaining  who  the  men  are  f 

..dMiMr.  Yes,  sis,  that  is  the  trouble.  ,    Oooalp 

Quet^um.  Once  ascertained,  conviction  foBows  as  eertaiidj  there  m  Wywinne^lsef 
Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  The  witnesses,  jurors,  and  the  conrt,  all  act  together  in  maintaining  the 
lawT 

AnsxDer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  These  robheries  were  committed  in  January  or  February  last  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  man  that  was  killed  in  yoor  district  of  the  name  of  Green  Foster  was 
the  other  case  you  spoke  off 

Answer.  Jourdan  Ware  was  killed ;  Green  Foster  brought  me  the  information. 

Question.  Did  that  negro  have  more  than  one  name  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  seen  his  name  published  as  Green  Foster,  but  it  was  the 
same  man.  Some  people  eive  him  the  name  of  his  former  master,  but  the  name  that 
he  registered  by  and  was  known  by  was  Jourdan  Ware. 

Question.  When  Jourdan  Ware  and  Green  Foster  are  spoken  of,  is  it  the  same  man  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Nobody  was  punished  for  his  killing  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  men  you  had  information  about  from  Foster  have  escaped  from  tho 
State! 

Answer.  One  or  two  have  gone,  but  the  others  we  still  have  suspicion  against ;  but 
we  cannot  identify  them. 

Question.  The  killing  of  Jourdan  Ware  was  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  stated  at  the  time  that  he  agreed  to  go  with  the  men  who  professed 
to  be  Union  soldiers,  and  to  aid  them  in  killing  men  they  believed  to  be  Ku-Klnxf 

Answer,  Yes.  sir,  that  was  the  way  it  was  represented  to  me. 

Question.  And  while  going  with  them,  as  he  believed,  for  the  purpose  of  killing  men 
called  Ku-Klux,  those  men  Killed  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  f 

Question.  That  is  the  extent  of  the  case,  as  you  understand  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  They  got  him  to  agree  to  do  that  thing  under  pretense  that  they  were  Union 
soldiers,  instead  of  being  Ku-Klux  themselves  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  the  way  the  crime  was  committed. 

Question.  That  occurred  when  f 

Answer.  That  was  about  January  or  February,  close  to  the  same  time  that  the  other 
acts  were  committed. 

Question.  What  other  killing,  by*disgaised  men,  in  your  circuit,* came  to  your  knowl- 
edge? 

Answer.  1'he  case  in  Haralson  County,  only  six  weeks  ago,  perhaps  two  months.  I 
have  not  been  in  that  county  since ;  we  have  had  no  court  there ;  therefore  I  am  not 
acquainted  with  the  facts.  But  a  man  came  up  and  let  me  know  that  there  had  been 
a  colored  man  killed  there  by  a  party  of  men  in  disguise. 

Questitm.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  persons  have  been  arrested  for  that  ? 

Answer.  There  had  not  been  at  that  time.' 

Question.  You  know  none  of  the  circumstances  of  the  killing  f 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  other  case  of  killing  in  your  circuit  f 

Answer,  There  were  none  others  in  my  circuit.  A  colored  man  was  killed  in  a  county 
adjoining  my  circuit  by  a  party  of  men  in  disguise ;  but  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
facts  in  the  case,  for  it  was  not  my  business  to  look  it  up. 

Question.  This  Jourdan  Ware  case,  and  the  case  in  Haralson  County,  are  the  only  two 
cases  recently  of  killing  in  your  ciifcuit  by  men  in  disguise,  that  you  know  of  at 
present  f 

Atmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  other  cases  of  which  you  have  heard,  you  are  not  advised 
whether  the  perpetrators  of  the  acts  were  white  men  or  black  men,  or  whether  they 
were  democrats  or  republicans ;  they  are  wholly  unknown  to  you  f 

Answer.  Wholly  unknown  to  me. 
Question.  And  the  causes  also  unknown  t 
Answer.  Certainly,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  causes. 

QuesUon.  While  nothing  has  been  done  oy  the  negroes  as  a  race,  yon  say  quite 
grievous  offenses  have  been  committed  by  individual  members  of  that  race  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  true  that  you  have  a  very  large  negro  population  in  your  district 
who  have  been  wholly  unmolested  f 
Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  injuries  done  to  the  individuals  have  been  exceptional  when  com- 
pared with  the  whole  race,  just  as  the  crimes  committed  by  negroes  have  been  excep- 
tional when  comx>ared  witn  the  whole  race  T 

Answer.  Of  course  the  depredations  have  been  but  few  compared  with  the  number 
of  the  race  in  the  circuit. 
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Quettum.  And  tlie  oflfeuses  hftTo  been  few  by  tbe  race  as  compared  with  the  number 
of  tbe  race  f  ' 

Aww&r,  Tes,  air. 

Qmettion,  The  pretense,  or  whatever  you  call  it^  of  the  men  who  have  been  doing 
acts  against  the  negroes  has  been  that  the  individual  negroes  have  been  guilty  of 
offenses ;  that  is  what  they  pretend  f 

Anmoer,  It  has  been  so  represented  in  some  cases. 

Question.  In  the  case  of  Jourdan  Ware,  or  Green  Foster,  the  excuse  for  killing  him, 
I  understand,  was  that  he  was,  as  he  believed,  on  his  way  with  men  he  supposed  to  be 
his  fiiends,  he  himself  to  go  and  kill  others  illegally  f 

Answer.  That  he  was  witH  Union  soldiers  to  orgauize  in  opposition  to  the  Ku-Elux. 

Qwestion,  Did  it  not  go  further  than  that ;  that  at  the  same  time  be  was  killed  he 
thought  he  was  going  witn  them  t<o  kill  other  men  f 

Answer,  I  thinK  that  was  so ;  I  think  they  had  started  out  on  a  raid  that  night. 

Qne^tion,  They  had  started  out  on  a  raid  for  that  very  purpose? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  believed  he  was  going  with  his  friends  on  a  raid  to  commit  out- 
rages himself  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  was  killed  under  these  circumstances,  as  you.  are  advised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  not  been  a  great  many  crimes  committed  on  white  persons 
within  the  last  few  years  such  as  robbery,  larceny,  and  other  quite  heinous  offenses, 
the  perpetrators  of  which  have  never  been  discovered  and  brought  to  justice  in  your 
circuit  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  have  escaped. 

Question.  Whether  the  perpetrators  of  those  offenses  were  white  or  black,  you  do  not 
knowf 

Answer.  We  gei^^raUy  know  whether  they  were  white  or  black  j  but,  of  course,  I 
cannot  tell  whether  there  have  been  more  colored  i>ersons  escaped,  or  more  white  per- 
sons escaped.  I  suppose  it  has  been  about  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  of  the  two 
races. 

Question,  And  how  far  those  persons  who  were  believed  to  have  been  guilty  of  those 
offenses,  against  whom  you  could  not  obtain  proof,  have  been  the  victims  of  outrages 
yon  have  no  information  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  sa^ ;  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Question.  Not  knowing  the  parties,  you  cannot  tell  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  any  accusations  made  that  they  had  been  guilty  of  offenses, 
and  that  there  was  no  proof  against  them ;  has  it  been  said  that  that  was  at  the  bot- 
tom of  these  outrages  upon  them  f 

Ansuitr,  I  do  not  think  it  has,  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Has,  or  not,  the  governor,  within  the  last  year  or  so,  been  extremely  liberal 
in  his  pardons  of  his  political  Mends  f 

Answer.  He  has  been  extremely  libend  in  his  pardons  generally. 

Question.  Has,  or  not,  that  fact  diminished  the  sense  of  security  of  your  people  very 
greatly  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  it  has ;  that  is  an  excuse. 

Question.  I  mean  they  make  that  as  an  excuse  f 

Answer.  Tes ;  they  make  that  as  an  excuse  in  some  cases. 

Question.  Have,  or  not,  a  number  of  persons  who  have  been  convicted,  after  a  fair 
trial,  been  pardoned  and  turned  loose  again  in  your  community  f 

Answer.  None  in  my  circuit ;  I  have  heard  of  some  in  other  circuits.  Governor  Bul- 
lock has  pardoned  several  men  in  my  circuit  before  conviction,  which  he  has  the  i>ower 
to  do  unaer  our  constitution.  I  have  opposed  €k>vemor  Bullock  in  that  policy  of  his, 
and  I  think  it  has  had  a  bad  effect. 

Question.  When  was  your  last  election  held  there  f 

Answer.  For  the  last  legislature  f 

Question.  Tes. 

Answer.  It  was  held  last  January. 

Question.  Ton  spoke  of  lawyers  at  your  bar,  and  prominent  men,  many  of  them  palli- 
ating and  excusing  these  outrages.  Upon  what  basis  did  they  do  that,  those  who 
did  it  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  upon  the  ground,  as  I  stated  befo'Te,  that  it  was  necessary  to  con- 
trol the  negroes. 

QuatUm.  Control  them,  how  f 

Answer.  Well,  generally ;  to  keep  them  in  subjection  to  the  white  race.  They  ar- 
gued in  this  way,  that  it  is  dangerous  to  allow  them  to  have  arms,  and  to  keep  arms  in 
tbeir  hands ;  and  they  did  not  pretend  to  reco^ize  the  right  of  the  negro  to  suffrage; 
they  do  not  believe  they  ought  to  have  that  privilege ;  they  iustify  it  upon  that  idea. 

Question,  Justify  the  right  to  go  and  kill  them  upon  that  iaea  f 
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Answer,  I  do  not  think  thoy  do  that.  I  do  not  want  to  be  nnderstood  aa  saying  that 
any  members  of  the  bar  in  my  circuit  would  justify  at  all  the  killing  of  a  man  by  tH» 
Klan.  They  justify  the  organization^  but  they  do  not  justify  the  killiBg  of  a  man  for  a 
thing  of  that  sort. 

Question,  Do  they  justify  the  taking  him  out  of  his  house  and  whipping  himf 

An^teer,  I  think  they  would. 

Qiiestion,  Without  any  offense  having  been  committed  by  him,  simply  because  he  is 
a  black  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Question,  Give  us  the  name  of  some  prominent  lawyer  in  your  district  who  justifies 
anything  of  that  sort,  and  we  will  try  to  get  him  before  us  and  hear  what  he  has  t4y  say. 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that,  as  a  rule,  in  that  country  they  regard  it  as  any  offonse 
to  whip  a  negro. 

Question,  If  the  majority  of  your  bar,  or  a  respectable  number  of  men  in  practice 
there  as  lawyers,  justify  the  right  of  any  one  to  take  anybody  from  his  house,  without 
any  excuse  for  it,  without  his  having  been  guilty  of  any  onense,  and  to  whip  him,  I 
would  like  to  know  the  names  of  some  of  them ;  I  want  the  names  of  some  of  the  men 
who  would  nut  it  on  that  ground. 

Answer.  Tney  might  not  justify  the  taking  a  man  out  and  whipping  him  for  no  oflbnse 
whatever,  but  they  wjould  construe  a  great  many  things  to  be  menses  that  yon  would 
not. 

Question.  Then  you  did  not  intend  to  tell  Senator  Pool  that  any  members  of  your  bar 
would  justify  the  taking  a  man  out  and  whipping  him,  punishing  him  in  any  way, 
whether  he  be  white  or  black,  who  had  been  guilty  of  no  onense  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  they  would,  where  he  had  l^n  guilty  of  no  offense  against  the  crim- 
inal law  of  the  land.  If  a  negro  was  to  show  any  impudence,  what  is  called  impudence 
there,  they  would  justify  his  being  whipped  for  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question,  Impudence  to  a  white  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  they  showed  any  impudence  to  a  white  man ;  that  is,  if  they  did 
not  occupy  about  the  same  position  to  the  white  race  as  they  formerly  did. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Then  there  is  no  member  of  your  bar  who  you  are  willing  to  say  wUl  justify 
the  whippng  of  a  negro  without  cause  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  without  some  excuse ;  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Question,  But  you  think  some  of  them  would  have  excuses  that  you  would  not  regard 
as  good  ones  f 

Answer,  I  am  certain  they  would,  for  a  great  many  things  that  would  not  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  criminal  law  of  the  land. 

Question,  Do  not  your  people  believe  that  your  governor  has  turned  loose  very  many 
men  who  were  by  them  believed  to  be  guilty  of  crime ;  tiuned  them  loose  wrongfully, 
simply  because  they  were  his  political  mends  t 

Anstcer,  Do  the  people  believe  that  f 

Question.  Yes;  do  toe  people  believe  it  f 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  them  do. 

Question.  Do  or  not  the  people  believe  that  he  has  offered  all  sorts  of  rewards  for  men 
without  having  any  sufficient  justification  for  so  doing? 

Ansioer.  They  generally  condenm  his  offering  rewards.  My  opinion  is  that  the  re- 
wards he  has  offered  has  done  more  to  disband  or  disorganize  this  Ku-Elox-Klaa  than 
anything  else ;  I  know  it  has  in  my  circuit. 

QuesUon,  Did  he  or  not  pay  the  sheriff  of  your  county  as  much  as  pfiOO  on  one  occa- 
sion lately  for  making  arrests  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question*  What  was  the  amount  paid  to  him  f 

Answer.  There  has  been  no  amount  paid  to  the  sheriff  of  my  county,  or  any  other 
sheriff;  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  To  whom  was  it  paid  t 

Answer,  There  was  $7,000  paid  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  James  S.  Wyatt  for  the  cai»- 
ture  of  the  three  men  I  have  convicted. 

Question,  The  Georgia  papers  gave  some  account  of  that,  but  I  had  forgotten  the 
particulars.    What  was  Wyatt  f 

Answer,  A  private  citizen. 

Question,  Did  kn- capture  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Upon  information  obtained  how  f 

Answer.  From  the  colored  men  that  they  had  taken  guns  and  pistols  from. 

Question.  1  understand  yon  to  say  that  you  had  obtained  that  information  yourself  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Wyatt  brought  it  to  me  from  the  colored  men  when  I  went  there,  at  the 
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time  tlie  court  wae  held,  and  I  assiBted  him  in  plainning  an  arrangement  te  captore  the 
men. 

QueUion,  HSeid  the  reward  been  offered  before  that  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Que$Ho%.  How  mnoh  reward  for  each  f 

Answer.  There  was  $5,000  reward  offered  for  the  first  one  of  the  Klan  captnrod  for  the 
commiaeion  of  tray  crime,  and  |1,000  for  each  additional  one. 

Question,  Tliree  being  captured,  |7,000  reward  was  given? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  saw  it  stated  in  the  Geor]a:ta  papers — I  do  not  know  how  trne  it  is — ^that 
12,500  or  $2,000  of  that  «nm  was  paid  to  yon. 

jhuwer.  It  was  so  stated  in  the  papers,  but  it  was  a  falsehood. 
1      QuesUoH,  Did  you  get  any  part  of  it  T 

Answer.  I  got  no  part  of  it  at  all  as  a  reward. 

Question,  m  what  form  did  yon  get  it  f 

Answer.  I  got  a  compensation  from  Wyatt  for  assisting  him  to  collect  the  reward. 

Question.  Did  that  compensation  amount  to  $2,500  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  nothing  in  the  neighborhood  of  it. 

Qvmtion.  What  did  it  amount  to  f  . 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  compelled  to  state  the  precise  amount ;  if  I  am,  I 
will  do  it.    I  simply  took  a  fee  as  an  attorney  in  the  matter,  ae  other  attorneys  do. 

Question.  And  you  refuse  to  tell  how  much  f 

Answer.  I  will  not  refnse  to  tell  how  much,  but  I  would  rather  not ;  I  do  not  care  to 
-loll  bow  much;  I  will  tell  you  my  reason  why,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  do  so. 

Question.  I  have  no  objection  to  your  telling  your  reason. 

Answer,  My  reason  is  this:  I  came  very  near  having  a  very  serious  trouble  with  the 
editors  in  my  town  about  it.  The  fact  is,  it  assumed  a  very,  serious  appearance  there, 
and  seemed  likely  to  lead  to  very  serious  consequences,  and  perhaps  a  reiteration  of 
all  these  things  might  bring  it  on  again.  We  did  not  have  a  personal  collision,  but  we 
came  very  near  it  The  wnole  matter  is  now*  corrected,  and  everything  is  peaceable 
and  quiet  with  us,  and  I  would  rather  it  would*  remain  in  that  way.  I  am  not  adiamed 
of  the  amount  I  received,  or  of  any  connection  I  had  with  it.  I  received  a  fee  for 
assisting  in  the  collection  of  the  rewaj^. 

Questunt,  I  am  still  unable  to  see  how  it  would  make  anv  serious  trouble  to  tell  what 
it  is.  What  I  desire,  and  the  committee  can  determine  whether  it  is  proper  or  not,  is 
to  know  how  much  yon,  as  the  prosecuting  attorney  for  that  district,  received  of  the 
reward  offered  by  the  governor. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.  )  I  do  not  understand  the  witness  to  say  that  he  re- 
«eived  anythingas  prosecuting  attorney. 

Mr.  Beck.  Well,  the  witness  being  the  prosecuting  attorney,  I  want  to  know 
what  amount  he  did  receive'. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  The  witness  says  that  whatever  amount  he  re- 
ceived he  received  as  the  attorney  for  Mr.  Wyatt  in  collecting  the  toward. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Question,  Were  you  at  that  time  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  district  f 
Answer.  I  was. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question,  I  think  if  Mr.  Beck  insists  spon  your  stating  the  amount  paid  you,  there  is 
no  valid  reason  why  you  should  not  state  it. 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  received  $750. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Is  it  the  law  in  your  State  that  an  attorney  who  is  an  attorney  for  the  com- 
monwealth has  any  legal  right  to  receive  fees  for  aimng  in  obtaining  rewards  offered 
by  the  government  f 

*   Answer,  That  was  the  advice  that  Judge  Harvey,  the  presiding  judge,  gave  me  at  the 
tiine.    I  consulted  with  him  before  I  would  have  any  connection  with  it. 

Question.  You  acted  upon  his  opinion  f 

Answer.  I  acted  upon  his  opinion  and  advice. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
QmesHsn.  Was  there  any  law  against  your  doing  so  f 
Answer.  No,  sir,  there  is  no  law  forbidding  me  at  all  from  taking  a  flbe.  i 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Can  an  attorney  for  the  State  appear  against  the  State  f 
Answer.  There  was  no  litigation,  no  appearing.^ 
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QueiiUm.  I  mean,  can  an  attorney  for  the  State  take  a  fee  for  his  services  against  tha 
State  f 

An9wer,  Unless  there  was  a  case 

Question.  This  was  aclaim  against  the  State  for  a  reward,  a  claim  on  the  part  of  this 
person  who  claimed  this  reward? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion,  Yon,  hccoming  his  counsel,  as  a  matter  of  course  took  a  fee  against  the 
State,  of  which  you  were  an  officer,  the  attorney  f 

Answer.  How  do  I  understand  the  question  you  want  me  to  answer  T 

QuesUim.  My  question  was,  whether  there  was  any  law  against  an  attorney  for  the 
State  taking  a  fee  in  a  case  against  the  State.  * 

Answer.  There  was  no  law  to  prohibit  me  irom  taking  that  business  as  I  took  it  and 
receiving  a  fee  for  it.  » 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
QuesUan.  That  is  what  I  want  to  get  at.    Does  the  law  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
authorize  her  officers,  of  whom  you  are  one,  and  whose  fees  she  pays,  to  take  fees  tor 


i  my  representing  a  claim  against  the  State  any- 
my  circuit.    1  could  sue  the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  Atlanta  circuit 
as  well  as  I  could  sue  an  individual  in  my  county.    In  any  case  where  the  State  is  a  - 
party  in  my  circuit  I  have  to  represent  the  State. 

Quesium.  Was  or  not  this  a  case  in  your  circuit  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Questum.  Was  not  the  oflfense  committed  in  your  circuit  f 

Answer^  The  offense  was  committed  there. 

Question.  Was  not  the  trial  had  in  your  circuit  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  all  the  facts  originate  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  if  I  had  gone  to  pue  the  State  for  the  reward  I  never  would 
have  sued  it  in  my  circuit.  And  I  have  a  perfect  right  to  represent  any  sort  of  a  case 
outside  of  my  circuit  against  the  S^ate.  I  can  go  and  defend  <^n  the  criminal  side  of 
the  court  in  any  case  out  of  my  circuit. 

Question,  Did  you  yourself  ever  see  any  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  I  have  seen  two  besides  those  I  have  convicted. 

Question.  When  and  where  f 

Answer.  On  the  night  after  the  court  adjourned  when  1  convicted  them,  and  as  I  wan 
going  home. 

^  Question.  Those  are  the  only  two  you  ever  saw  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  facts  of  which  you  have  spoken  as  to  the  existence  of  these  disguised, 
bauds  in  other  parts  of  the  State  are  simply  hearsay  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.     • 

Question.  1  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  never  investigated  them  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  their  true  nature,  character,  or  object,  outside  of  your  own  im- 
mediate circuit  f 

Jnstoer.  No,  sir,  I  have  never  done  so. 

Question.  And  the  information  you  have  given  relative  to  their  purpose  and  objects 
is  what  other  people  have  told  you  was  their  belief? 

Answer.  It  is  founded  upon  the  knowledge  I  obtained  from  parties  who  belonged  ta 
it,  and  from  others  who  have  reported  to  me  acts  which  have  been  committed  by  them, 
and  from  general  report. 

Question.  You  made  a  remark  during  your  testimony  that  you  thought  the  men  who 
were  disfranchised  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  these  organizations.  What  do  yoa 
mean  by  that  T 

Answer.  1  think  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  Government,  and  they  keep  up  the 
organization. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  disfranchised  men,  what  do  you  mean  T 

Answer.  I  mean  men  ineligible  to  hold  office. 

Question.  Men  now  under  disabilities  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  of  them  have  you  ever  known  to  say  or  do  anything  to  justify  theee 
things  ?    Let  us  have  their  names. 

Answer.  1  have  heard  Judge  Wright,  a  man  now  here  as  a  witness,  express  himself 
in  that  way. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  others  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  Judge  Underwood. 

Question,  het  us  hear  what  Judge  Wright  has  said,  as  he  isjiemed  bv  GoOSic 

-  -  -  ...         o^emment  as  tfiiough  m 


Answer.  I  have  simply  heard  Judge  Wright  speak  of  the  Gov 
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gOTemment  that  wonid  put  him  under  ban  was  a  government  that  he  could  not  I'fsrey 
Slc  He  -woald  express  himself  as  very  mach  opposed  to  nniversal  suffrage  and  all 
that  sort  of  thing,  and  say  a  great  many  thiujjs  that  satisfied  my  mind  that  ho  did  not 
object  to  the  organization  as  I  did. 

Question.  Can  yon  give  any  statement  of  Judge  Wright  indicating  that  he  favored 
the  operations  of  this  Kn-Klnx  Klan  of  which  you  have  spoken  f  If  so,  I  widh  yon 
would  state  it,  for  I  want  to  know  the  extent  to  which  yon  implicate  all  that  body  of 
men. 

Answer.  O,  sir,  he  would  not  justify  it  to  the  extent  it  goes  at  all.  As  I  remarked  a 
moment  ago  I  do  not  want  it  understood  that  I  say  any  of  the  lawyers  of  my  circuit 
justify  the  killing  of  men. 

QwnlioiR,  What  did  yon  want  the  committee  to  understand  when  you  said  that  men 
under  disabilities  were  men  who  encouraged  and  kept  up  this  Ku<Klux  organization, 
of  whom  you  have  given  Judge  Wright  as  an  instance  f 

AMwer,  They  are  the  men  who  control  the  country.  They  can  take  a  stand  in  the 
country  and  control  it,  politically  and  socially,  in  one  month  ;  they  are  the  men  who 
have  always  controlled  it  and  who  can  control  it  yet. 

Qtiestion.  Do  you  not  know  that  when  any  of  those  men  open  their  months  on  poli- 
tics, they  are  denounced  by  the  whole  press  of  the  country  as  improperly  interfering, 
and  therefore  thoy  are  compelled,  because  of  that  fact,  to  remain  silent  f 

Jjwirer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  are. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  people  of  the  country  regard  those  men  who  are 
under  disabilities— who  cannot  hold  oflice— as  being  as  free  to  talk  and  advise  as  men 
who  are  not  under  disabilities  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  some  political  demagogues  may  contend  that  they  ought  to  keep 
their  mouths  shut,  and  allege  against  them,  as  a  reason  why  they  should  not  run  for 
office,  that  they  are  laboring  under  disabilities. 

(Inesiion,  Let  me  ask  you,  just  here,  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  your  whole  peo- 
ple of  a  general  removal  of  disabilities  from  all  your  people ;  would  it  be  good  or  bad  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  would  be  good*. 

Question.  The  extent,  therefore,  to  which  you  implicate  these  men  who  are  under  dis- 
abilities is,  that  they  do  not  use  the  influence  they  have  in  the  community  to  the 
extent  which  you  think  they  ought,  in  order  to  stop  these  things  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  that  they  give  any  active  encouragement  to  it,  but  they 
fail  to  frown  upon  it  as  they  ought  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  then  they  will  palliate,  you  know,  rather  justify  any  moderate 
act — well,  for  instance,  controlling  of  the  negroes.     They  would  not  justify  any 
violence,  but  th<'y  would  justify  thu  idea  of  controlling  the  negroes  and  keeping  them  ■ 
down. 

Question.  Is  there  a  fear,  well  or  ill  founded,  that  many  of  the  negroes  are  receiving  " 
advice  which  may  lead  them  to  commit  offenses  against  the  white  people  of  the 
country? 

Answer.  If  they  receive  any  such  advice  or  instruction,  I  have  never  learned  anything 
about  it. 

Question.  Is  there  a  feeling  existing  very  generally  that  they  are  receiving  it  from 
a  class  of  men  who  are  seeking  to  use  them  for  political  purposes  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  is ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  just  cause  for  ajipre- 
hending  any  danger  at  all  from  the  colored  people. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  In  answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Beck,  you  said  that  a  man  was  killed  in  a 
ooanty  adjoining  your  circuit.    What  county  was  that  f 

Answer.  Bartow  Connty. 

Question.  What  is  the  county  scat  of  Bartow  Connty  f 

Answer.  Cartersville  is  The  county  seat.  Before  the  war,  it  was  Cass  County,  and 
the  county  seat  was  Cassville  ;  it  was  changed  the  first  year  of  the  war. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  circumstances  in  that  case  f 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  more  than  that  it  was  reported  that  this  colored  man  and 
the  boss  of  a  steam  saw-mill  had  a  difficulty  in  the  evening ;  that  the  boss  cut  him  very 
•everely  with  his  knife,  and  they  thought  he  would  die,  and  this  disguised  band  of  men 
came  there  that  night  and  shot  him.  The  man  who  brought  the  news  to  me  said  that  the 
other  hands  of  the  saw-mill  supposed  he  was  killed  for  fear  he  would  die  and  tnis  other 
nan  be  prosecuted  for  murder ;  that  was  the  reason  they  gave  for  it 

QmesiioH.  Did  you  hear  the  circumstances  under  which  he  was  killed,  the  number  of 
Den  in  the  disguised  band,  the  time,  &c.r 

Answer.  It  was  stated  that  there  were  some  fifteen  men. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  disguised,  came  to  his  house,  add  shot  ham  in  hifi^ed< 

Question.  Was  any  one  present  at  the  time  f 
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Anmoer,  None  but  the  cdored  man  aod  his  wifi»  and  children. 

Question,  Was  that  in  the  night  or  in  the  day-time  f 

AMtcer.  In  the  night-time. 

Question.  Was  it  the  night  after  the  fight  T  ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  hoar  who  was  the  aggressor  in  the  fight  that  took  phiee  in  the  day- 
time f 

Answer,  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  a  case  occurring  near  Chattooga  lately,  where  a  colored 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  name  of  Flowers  was  outraged  and  beaten  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  said  something  as  to  the  treafjtfent  of  negroes  by  white  democrats. 
How  do  the  whites  treat  the  negroes  as  a  general  thing  f  You  said  they  treated  tbeat 
as  they  formerly  treated  them  when  they  were  slaves. 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  mean  by  that,  of  course,  that  thev  pretend  to  exercise  the  rights  of 
ownership  or  control ;  they  expect  obedience  and  submission  generally. 

Question.  They  do  not,  in  other  words,  treat  them,  when  they  meet  th^m  on  the 
street  and  have  them  in  their  employ,  as  ordinary  white  men  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  is  a  decided  difference. 

Question.  State  the  points  of  difiEerence  as  near  as  yon  can. 

Answer.  Wei,  when  we  have  colored  servants  we  do  not  bring  them  to  the  table 
where  the  white  people  eat ;  and  when  they  come  in  the  house  we  expect  them  to  poll 
off  their  hats ;  then  if  there  is  any  dispute  about  a  settlement,  or  anything  of  that  sart^ 
it  is  not  expected  that  a  colored  man  will  contend,  in  a  white  man's  fiioe,  for  anything 
as  a  white  man  would.  An^  language  that  we  would  regard  as  not  offensive  at  aU 
from  a  white  man  would  be  impudence  from  a  negro. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  a  ne^o  man  asserts  his  rights  as  a  human  being 
upon  an  equality  with  a  white  man  they  wiU  not  be  recognized  T 

Answer.  The^  will  pay  him  his  just  wages,  and  treat  him  ri^^ht  as  to  that ;  bnt  if 
there  is  auy  misunderstanding  about  it  they  will^iot  suffer  any  dispute  with  him. 

By  the  CniraMAW,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question.  Do  they  reouire  from  him  that  same  kind  of  cringing  submission  in  his 
conduct  toward  them  that  they  required  in  the  days  of  slavery  f 
Answer,  Yea,  sir;  just  about  the  same. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Do  they  justify  the  taking  out  of  a  negro,  who  has  been  guilty  of  some 
offense,  and  punishing  him  outside  of  the  law  f         , 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  frequent  remarks  that  would  go  to  show  that  they 
w«)u1d  justifv  the  whipping  of  a  negro. 

Question,  Are,  or  are  not,  negroes  often  punished  outside  of  the  law  for  petty  offenses  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  report  that  is  made  in  a  great  many  of  these  cases  where  tbey 
are  whipped,  that  they  whipped  them  for  the  commission  of  some  crime. 

Question,  Is  that  given  as  an  excuse  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  make  this  allegation  openly  and  freely  t 

Anmver,  Yes,  sir :  they  talk  it  publicly. 

Question,  They  do  not  consider  that  it  is  an  in£Eunous  outrage  to  make  such  a  justifi- 
caSont 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesHon,  You  said  something  about  pardons  being  granted  by  the  governor,  and 
that  that  fact  was  made  an  excuse  for  onmes ;  who  makes  that  excuse  f 

Answer,  Well,  the  parties  who  commit  the  crimes,  and  their  friends. 

Question,  Do  outside  parties,  who  do  not  commit  crimes,  allege  that  that  is  a  cause 
for  the  commission  of  crimes  f  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  various  persons  say  that  they  thought  the  liberal 
manner  in  which  Governor  Bullock  had  exercised  the  pardoning  power  had  had  a  bad 
effect  on  society. 

Question,  Do  you  know  any  instance  in  which  a  criminal  who  has  been  pardoned  haa 
come  back  to  the  community  in  wliich  he  lived  and  committed  a  crime  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  these  democrats  talk  about  its  being  necessary  to  control  the  negroes, 
in  what  respect  do  they  want  to  contibl  them ;  what  do  they  mean  by  that  expression  T 
W«  have  had  that  in  the  testimony  of  a  dozen  witnesses,  and  I  want  to  know  what  it 
means. 

Answer.  I  think  it  means  in  every  respect,  politically  and  sociaUy,  and  every  other 
wav. 

QumtUm.  Do  they  assumed  it  as  a  matter  of  their  business  and  their  right  to  ooiitnd 
them  as  to  labor,  and  as  to  their  behavior,  and  all  these  things  t  ^ 
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'  Anmaer.  No,  sir :  that  is,  if  I  understand  yon.  They  do  not  pretend  to  want  to  tell  a 
man  where  he  shall  work,  or  when  he  shall  work,  or  for  whom  he  sh^  work.  But  they 
do  intend  to  control  his  status  in  society  and  in  the  country. 

Jmntion.  How  about  schools  and  jurors ;  how  about  the  education  of  the  colored  man, 
his  serving  on  juries  f 

Anmc€r,  The  colored  men  do  not  serve  on  juries  in  Georgia. 

Qnesium,  They  do  not  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

(luMtion,  Is  there  any  law  forbidding  it  ? 

Answer.  The  constitution  says  juries  shall  be  made  of  upright  and  intelligent  men, 
and  that  the  ordinaries  and  clerks  shall  revise  the  Jury  list  each  year,  and  put  such 
names  in  the  jury-box  as  they  think  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  constitution. 
The  county  officers,  being  composed  of  democrats,  have  never  put  any  colored  names 
in  the  jury-box.  There  has  been  no  colored  man  on  the  jury  in  Georgia,  that  I  know  oL 

QueatioH.  How  about  schools ;  have  you  free  schools  there  f 

Answer.  We  are  just  getting  free  schools  inaagorated,  or  are  going  to  do  so.  The 
colored  people  are  equal  with  the  white  pec^le  in  that  respect;  Cknd  we  h^vefree 
schools. 

QumtUm.  Do  you  practioe  law  outside  of  your  duties  as  proseealing  attorney  f 

Anstoer.  Tes,  sir,  on  the  civil  side  of  the  court. 

Question,  In  the  matter  of  the  reward,  was  it  your  duty  to  appear  6>r  the  State  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Questian.  Who  did  appear  for  the  State;  who  did  aet  for  the  Stote  f 

Answer.  The  governor  and  the  secretary  of  the  executive  departme&t. 

Question.  Has  the  State  a  law  officer  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

iitmtiof^.  What  is  his  name  f 

Answer.  The  attorney  general  of  the  State. 

Question.  Would  be  not  act  for  the  State  in  the  matter  ? 

Answer.  Ye%  sir ;  he  was  there. 

Question.  He  was  there  and  did  act  ? 

Answ^.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  consulted. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  this  reward  t 

Answer.  The  amount  of  the  reward  was  (7,000. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  The  governor  published  a  proclamation  ofifeHng  a  rewai^' of  )5,000  for  any 
<«Be  man  who  shaold  be  discovered  and  oonvieted  of  partkipation  in  the  Outrage  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  $1,000  additional  for  each  additional  person,  describing  the  onttage  in. 
the  proclamation  offering  the  reward  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cobukn  : 

Question.  When  was  this  reward  paid  ? 

Answer.  It  was  paid  last  March. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  In  Atlanta. 

Question,  Who  paid  it  t 

Answer.  The  treasurer  of  the  State,  Mr.  Angier.. 

Question.  In  answer  to  a  question  as  to  whether  men  who  are  disqualified  by  reason 
«f  the  fourteenth  amendment  make  any  public  or  political  speeches,  you  said  that  those 
men  were  instrumental  in  some  degree  in  organizing  and  continuing  the  life  of  this 
Sq-KIux  association.  And  you  were  asked  ii  those  men  were  not  discouraged  £rom 
speaking  because  of  their  disabilities.  Are  not  such  men  as  To<Hnbs,  Stephens,  and 
Jeff  Davis,  and  that  class  of  men,  eneournged  to  speak  in  public,  and  are  not  their 
opinions  highly  respected  by  the  democrats  of  Georgia  and  of  the  South  f 

Anstcer.  Certainly  they  are.    As  I  remarked  before,  those  men  who  are  disfrancMsed 
liave  controlled  the  country  for  a  number  of  years,  and  can  do  it  yet  any  day. 
•  Question.  Are  not  the  great  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  the  generals  of  the  army,  the 
members  of  the  rebel  congress,  and  other  men,  still  men  of  influence  and  power,  and 
encouraged  to  speak  and  act  publicly  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  they  have  more  influence  there  than  anybody  else. 

By  the  Ceuikman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 
Qt^stion.  Have  you  discovered  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  men  who  were.disfran 
tSiised  to  keep  silent  on  political  subjects  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  not  talk  as  freely  and  oi>enly  and  as  much  as  anybody  f      qJp 
Answer.  Certainly  they  do  talk  as  freely,  and  when  called  upon  they  speak.  ^^^ 
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QuesUon,  Does  anybody  in  jonr  country  qnestion  their  right  to  talk  on  politioal«ab- 
Jeots  as  moch  as  they  choose  T 

Answer.  No«  sir ;  none  at  all.  The  only  objection  that  is  ever  raised  is,  some  politicians 
"will  say  that  they  ought  not  to  make  themselves  public,  that  they  are  not  eligible  to 
office,  that  they  ought  to  stand  back  and  give  them  the  track  ;  that  is  all  yoa  hear 
About  it. 

Queation,  Those  are  men  of  their  own  party  who  say  that  f 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  That  is  a  quarrel  among  men  who  desire  to  be  candidates  for  office  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  about  Judge  Wright :  is  he  a  man  who  keeps  silent  at  all  on  politioal 
subjects  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  ho  is  a  man  who  talks  a  great  deal. 

Question.  Is  he  not  a  very  free,  liberal,  and  outspoken  man  on  political  subjects  f 

Answer.  Very  much  so. 

Questum.  Does  he  make  any  attempt  to  conceal  his  hostility  to  the  Government  f 

Answer.  None  whatever.  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  state  here  to  you  just  what  I  have 
said,  that  he  does  not  pretend  to  conceal  anything. 

(^testion.  In  relation  to  these  rewards :  Governor  Bullock  has  issued  a  great  many 
proclamations  ofifering  rewards  for  the  discovery  of  parties  who  have  been  connected 
with  these  various  outrages  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Not  only  in  your  circuit,  but  all  about  the  State  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  he  found  occasion  to  pay  an^  other  reward  within  your  circuit,  that 
you  know  of,  except  the  one  that  you  had  paid  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  no  other.  There  has  been  no  other  reward  paid  in  the  State,  I  do 
not  suppose,  for  the  capture  of  persons  committing  crimes  in  disguise,  none  that  I  havo 
ever  heard  of,  and  I  think  I  would  have  heard  of  it  if  there  haa  been. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  but  this  reward  is  the  only  one  that  has  ever  been  p«id  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  only  one  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question.  Have  no  others  been  captured  f 
Answer.  No  others,  I  think. 

By  the  Cuaibman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qk^estion.  You  say  that  in  your  Judgment  this  o£fering  inducements  for  the  disco votx 
of  persons  conmiittmg  offenses  of  this  sort  has  hiMl  a  oeneficial  tendency  in  restrain- 
.  ing  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  And  the  only  sum  of  money,  so  far  as  you  know^  that  has  gone  out  of  the 
treasury  for  that  purpose  is  |7,000  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  After  these  persons  had  been  tried  and  convicted,  and  this  man  had  worked 
up  the  evidence  against  them  and  procured  them  to  be  prosecuted  and  punished,  after 
he  had  thus  become  entitled  to  the  reward,  as  he  claimed,  you  were  employed  by  him  to 
aid  in  procuring  it  to  be  paid  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  in  no  way  connected  with  your  4aty  as  prosecuting  attorney  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  any  way  whatever. 

Question,  It  was  in  no  manner  connected  with  it,  or  in  any  way  hostile  to  your  dnty 
as  prosecuting  attorney  T 

Answer,  Not  at  all ;  in  no  way  whatever.  When  he  proi>osed  to  employ  me  to  assist 
him  in  getting  the  reward,  I  investigated  the  matter  thoroughly,  for  I  was  fearful  it 
might  give  rise  to  some  chat,  if  nothmg  else,  that  might  be  unpleasant.  In  the  firsi 
*place,  I  investigated  the  law,  and  then!  consulted  Judge  Harvey. 

Question.  You  did  not  desire  to  act  for  him  in  any  wav  that  would  be  contrary  tQ 
your  supposed  duty  to  the  State  as  prosecuting  attorney  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  and  would  not  have  done  it  for  any  consideration. 

Question.  Could  your  State  have  been  sued  at  all ;  can  you  maintain  a  suit  against 
your  State  in  any  of  your  courts  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  that  way. 

Question.  Can  the  State  be  sued  at  all  f 

Answer.  No,  not  in  its  own  courts. 

QuesHon,  There  is  no  provision  of  your  constitution,  or  any  law  of  your  State,  that 
authorizes  a  suit  to  be  maintained  against  the  State  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  BlaIB  :  Digitized  by  CjOOSI^ 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  tlfat  Judge  Wright  has  no  hesitation  in  expressing 
Ms  hostility  to  the  Government  T 
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Answer.  In  the  way  I  have  indicated. 

Question,  In  what  way  is  that  t 

Anneer.  That  he  has  no  love  for  a  government  that  will  disfranchise  him,  that  will 
take  away  from  him  his  political  privileges. 

QueeUon,  That  is  hostility  to  the  measures  of  the  Government  instead  of  to  the  Goy- 
«niment  itself. 

Answer,  I  am  no  politician :  I  do  not  understand  what  yon  mean  by  ''measnreeof  the 
Govern  men  t.''  I  know  that  he  will  not  hesitate  to  state  his  feelings  toward  t^  GoT- 
emment. 

QuesiUm.  T  do  not  hesitate  to  state  my  hostility  to  that  measnre  by  which  a  portion 
of  the  people  of  the  country  are  placed  under  disabilities.  I  want  to  know  if  you 
characterize  such  a  feeling  as  that  as  hostility  to  the  Government. 

Answer,  Certainly,  that  is  what  I  m«an  by  it;  I  do  not  mean  that  Judge  Wright  is 
ready  to  enter  into  a  rebellion  against  the  Government,  for  I  do  not  think  he  would. 

Question.  I  want  to  understand  what  you  do  mean  by  it;  it  is  simple  hostility  to  the 
measures  of  a  party  f 

Answer,  He  is  very  bitterly  opposed  to  the  whole  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress. 

Question,  So  are  a  great  many  other  people. 

Answer.  And  he  would  prefer  anything  else  to  that. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  beiStuse  he  is  bitterly  opposed  to  the  reconstruc- 
tion policy,  bitterly  opposed  especiaUy  to  that  one  amendment  by  which  a  portion  of 
the  people  were  disfranchised  and  disqualified  from  holding  office,  that  he  is  hostile  to 
the  Government  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  is. 

Question.  I  just  want  to  take  your  measure  about  that,  to  find  out  what  you  consider 
ftoetility  to  the  Government. 

Answer,  Well,  I  believe  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

QmesMon,  Did  you  get  from  any  of  these  parties  who  confessed  to  you  any  signs  'of 
this  order  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  both  of  them  gave  me  a  sign  of  recognition. 

Question.  What  was  that  signf 

Answer.  It  is  this :  [Closing  the  finders  of  the  right  hand  except  the  forefinger,  and 
drawing  the  forefinger  across  the  forenead  toward  the  right  temple.] 

Q^estion,  Was  that  sign  given  by  the  right  hand  f 

Answer.  It  was  given  oy  one  hand  and  answered  by  the  same  sign  with  the  other 
'band.    They  gave  signals  at  night  by  means  of  a  whistle. 

Question,  lliey  give  siguala  at  night  by  whistles  f 

Ansner.  They  understood  each  other  by  whistles  at  night. 

Question.  Did  they  give  you  the  mode  of  working  theii  way  into  a  camp  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  say  when  they  were  baited  that  the  question  would  be,  "  Who 
oomes  here  f ''  and  the  answer  to  that  question  would  be,  "A  friend  f '' 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  tell  me  about  that. 

Question,  Did  they  give  yon  the  grip  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them  gave  me  a  grip.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  give  it 
to  any  one  in  the  same  way  or  not. 

QuisUon,  Was  it  by  putting  the  forefinger  upon  the  pulse  f 

Answer,  Instead  of  taking  hold  of  the  hand  in  the  ordinary  way,  they  would  sort  of 
reach  under  the  palm  of  the  hand. 

Question.  So  as  to  rest  the  forefingers  npon  the  pulse  of  the  party  with  whom  they 
were  shaking  hands  f 

Answer.  They  would  Just  about  make  the  palms  of  their  hands  oome  together  even 
'  instead  of  taking  hold  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Question,  Did  they  give  you  any  pass- word  f 

Answer,  They  did  not. 

Question.  Did  they  give  you  any  sign  by  which  persons  standing  in  a  crowd  wonld 
recognize  each  other  by  a  signal  given  by  the  thumb  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  only  the  sign  1  have  given,  across  the  forehead. 

Question.  Was  there  any  sign  connect^  witb  tiie  lappel  of  the  coat  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Does  an  outrage  upon  one  or  two  colored  men  intimidate  others  T 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  the  most  of  the  colored  people  with  us  are  very  easily  fright- 
ened ;  take  one  out  in  a  neighborhood  and  whip  him,  and  it  will  frighten  all  in  the 
neighborhood. 

Question,  In  order  to  intimidate  the  colored  people  it  is  not  necessary  to  whip  any 
great  body  of  them  f 

Qusstiois.  You  were  asked  if  any  crime  of  rape  had  been  coiffili^M^wyDt^  Ttei|^ 
-  boraood;  have  you  heard  of  any  such f 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  understood  the  question  to  be  if  «By  peraons  eomnittiBg  crime 
of  that  sort,  rape,  larceny,  &«.,  had  escaped;  I  did  not  understand  the  question  to  .b» 
confined  to  colored  people. 

ByMr.  Bkck: 

Question,  I  referred  to  any  persons. 

Answer,  There  was  only  one  case  of  a  colored  man  indicted  for  rape  in  my  circulft 
since  Uaye  been  in  my  office,  and  I  convicted  him. 
By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Ouesiion.  Was  the  rape  upon  a  white  woman  or  a  black  woman  f 

Answer,  It  was  upon  a  black  woman. 

Question,  Has  there  been  any  case  of  a  rape  upon  a  white  wobu^  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  • 

Question*  Among  the  outrages  committed  by  this  Klan  have  ^u  heard  tliat  ihiaj 
have  committed  rape  opon  a  Black  woman  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  they  did. 

Qu£stUm,  In  repeated  instances,  or  only  in  one  inataooe  f 

Answer,  In  only  one  instance,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  was  the  tmth ;  I  have  r^u^m, 
to  think  that  was  not  the  tinth.  ^ 

Question.  What;  class  of  oases  are  those  pavdoned  by  the  govenor  .genexally  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  all  classes  of  criminals. 

Questim,  Of  high  grade  T 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

.Question.  Murder  cases  f 

Answer.  A  great  many  murder  cases. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  the  habit  of  farmers,  being  white  men,  IM^ 
democrats,  to  sign  applications  to  the  governor  for  the  pardon  of  n^toes  in  oid«c  to 
get  them  back  on  their  plantations  f 

.  Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  it  is  very  frequently  the  case  that  they  do  so.  In  fact,  there  is  bo 
case  that  has  gone  to  Governor  Bullock  but  yrhit  is  signed  by  a  great  many  [Miliilimid— i — 
signed  by  democrats  as  w^  as  republicans.  The  cases  that  have  gone  up  fisom  aif 
circuit  haVe  been  signed  by  as  many  democrats  aa  xepnUicans,  aad  more  too,  beeaase 
there  are  more  democrats  t)iere. 

Question.  The  governor  has  not  pardoned  except  upon  apj^icataon  in  this  way  I 

Answer.  No^  sir;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  his  pardoning  without  jBuch  applioation  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  idea  he  has  ever  4oDe  it. 

Question.  You  say  the  offeriipg  of  rewards  for  the  appcehension  of  men  who  eoaamH» 
these  crimes  in  organized  ba^ds  has  been-depoanced  by  seaso  paisons  in  your  ftetai 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  generaUy  denounced. 

Question.  Bitterly  denouncedt 

Answer.  Yes.  sir :  bitterly  denounced  by  the  newspapers  and  thepe<^le  genonJiy. 

Question.  Wnat  is  the  class  of  newspapers  that  thus  doDonnoe  it4 

Ansu)er.  They  are  all  demooratic ;  we  have  no  other  aort  in  tiiie  State,  ezc^t  ana  at 
two. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  republicans  denouncing  these  acts  of  tha  go^MDor 
in  ofEering  rewards? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  tbink  I  have. 

Question.  What  sort  of  papers  made  this  charge  against  yon,  that  you  receiFeda  part 
of  the  reward  to  the  extent  of  92,600. 

Answer.  Democratic  papers. 

Question.  Did  they  denounce  you  for  itf 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  they  denounced  me  as  a  great  villain,  and  they  called  me  by  ftbo 
worst  name  Vou  can  give  a  man  down  there,  that  is,  a  tadical. 

Question,  is  it  considered  a  reproach  for  a  white  man  to  belong  to  the  repubttOMi 
party  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  the  worst  abnse  they  can  heap  upon  a  man  is  to  call  him  a  radioal  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  that  is  the  worst  abuse  t^ey  can  give  a  man  in  that  country. 

Question.  If  a  white  man  belong  to  the  republican  party,  is  it  their  habii  to  bring 
all  sorts  of  accusations  against  his  character? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  a  man  belongs  to  the  republican  party,  and  takes  a  stand  for  the 
administration,  the  man  and  his  family  are  proscribed. 

Question.  D  j  they  bring  false  charges  against  bis  private  oharaoterf 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  did  against  mine,  and  I  suppose  they  do  against  other  laao. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  charges,  that  you  supposed  to  to  entirely  unteoe, 
brought  a^ginst  men  who  before  were  esteemed  men  of  good  character  f 

-^-4it«c?cr.  Yes,  sir,  I  have.       * 

Question.  Was  the  fee  you  took  in  the  case  ^musually  large|j^||  ^ms  about  tea  per 
cent.t 

'  Answer.  Just  about  ten  per  cent. ;  not  unusually  large ;  not  so  much  as  many  iftSr- 
yen  in  that  county  charge. 
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'Qmtfkm.  iSTot  ao  much  «8  th^y  eha/rg^  for  coUeotin^  money  f 

Mmoer,  ^o,  air. 

QmetUon,  Did  yoa  have  to  go  to  tiie  oi^ital  to  get  itf 

Answer,  Yes,  air ;  I  made  two  trips  there. 

QNettum.  Did  yoa  pay  yonr  own  expenses  f 

Afuwer.  Tee,  sir. 

Question,  Yon  say  the  judge  of  your  circuit,  befiwe  yon  agreed  to  be  retained  in  the 
use  at  all,  advised  you  that  it  was  entirely  consisteut  with  yonr  official  duties  f* 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queetion,  And  it  was  npon  yonr  own  examination  of  the  law,  and  that  advice  of  the 
judge  of  yonr  oironit,  that  yon  agreed  to  be  retained  f 

Mswer.  Yes.  sir.  I  would  not  have  done  so  in  any  other  way ;  I  had  no  idea  of  being 
interested  in  tne  reward  at  all.  until  the  conviction  was  had ;  I  had  no  promise  what- 
ever from  the  man  that  I  would  be  benefited  one  cent.  I  was  employed  i^terward^ 
after  consulting  the  judge,  and  being  advised  by  him  totta^e  the  fee. 

Qussiion,  You  say  the  parties  who  make  these  okargee  against  yon,  and  who  de- 
nounced you,  have  made  subsequent  statements  taking  them  back  T 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir;  they  have  made  a  positive  retraetion  of  the  wh^  matter. 

ifneetUm,  Did  yon  obtain  that  retraction  without  considerable  effort  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  made  a  considerable  effort ;  it  was  simply  safamitted  as  an  nltima- 
#nm ;  they  were  forced  to  do  it. 

Question,  They  were  forced  to  make  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  made  the  demand,  and  made  it  a  yermiml  matter. 

QueeUon,  In  your  judgment,  can  those  centlemen  who  are  under  diaabilitiee  at«ip 
these  cntragrs,  if  they  choose  to  express  their  condemnation,  and  take  the  proper  atepa< 
to  ^  so,  by  their  inflnence  with  the  peipetratofst 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  the  men  who  are  disfiranchised  in  the  State  can  step  it  in 
twenty-four  hours. 

Question,  You  think  they  have  sufficient  influenoe  witii  these  who  perpetfate  ihem 
to  stop  it  in  twenty-four  hours  f 

jMsioer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  Toombs,  the  two  fibe(phfi«Bes,  Jac^  Wri^^ Jodge 
tXndorwood,  and  a  few  other  men  in  the  State  conld  ei»tiol  it  in  twenty-imir  faems. 

Question.  By  means  of  making  a  publicatico  f 

Answer,  Yes^mr. 

Qu£8tion,  Order  it  to  be  stopped? 

Answer.  Yasysir. 

.QuesOofi,  You  think  an  order  they  womld  giv^  en  1^  aaltjoot  would  be  obeyed  fa^tbe 
perpetrators  T 

Amwer.  I  think  so ;  tb^  have  always  molded  public  opinion  in  the  State  tlfloel  can. 
semember,  and  I  think  they  can  do  so  to  this  d^. 

Question,  Have  yon  any  carpet-baggers  in  office  in  yaiv  oireoit  f 

Answer,  Kone'at  all. 

Question,  Are  there  any  down  there  f 

Answer,  There  are  none  in  the  Cherokee  portion  of  Qe(M|ri%  ^hat  I  know  of. 

Question,  Kone  in  your  circuit  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qt^estion,  So  that  no  operations  of  earpet-baggeos  there  can  be  used  as  an  excuse  for 
these  bandsf 

Ammer.  Ho,  mr ;  ^^ere  am  no  pc^tieal  aivieatiireiB  in  that  part  of  the  State. 

QMstion,  You  were  asked  if  negroes  had  heeax  advised  to  commit  tbefbs  agahist 
white  people  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  not  heard  any  charge  that  anybody  has  done  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  heacd  that  these  white  men  who  go  in  disguise  have  been  advised 
toeonunit  violence  anunst  negroes  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  Ihave  frequently  heard  men  speak,  encouraging  them  to  go  on. 
Hmto  was  a  pieoe  published  in  one  of  the  papws  in  my  town,  not  more  than  tv^ee  or 
four  weeks  ago,  that  I  regarded  as  an  encouri^ment  to  them ;  in  fact,  it  almost  asked 
the  Klan  in  j^aan  terms  to  visit  a  citizen  of  Uhattooga  County,  and  give  him  a  whip- 

^usUon,  What  was  the  purport  of  that  article  T 

Answer,  There  was  a  man  who  had  attempted  to  build  a  little  school-house  on  his 
land,  and  the  Kn-Klux  went  ttieve  and  tore  it  "down.  The  old  gentleman  who  built 
the  sehool-honse  was  a  very  good  citizen  and  a  man  of  good  propeiiy. 

,  Q:uesticn,  Was  he  a  white  manT 

Amssosr,  Yes,  sir ;  he  wrote  the  goTemor  a  letter  about  it,  a  veiy  violent  letter ;  he  is 
a-NpnhUoaB;  and  €k>vemor  Bullock  published  it.  And  then  this  article  came  out 
npon  that  letter,  Justifying  the  action  of  the  Ku-Klux  Elan  in  teaxing  down  the  school- 
**— ",  becanee  it  said  that  Mr.  Shropdiire,  the  man  who  had  been  building  it,  was  put- 
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ting  up  a  negro  school-house  close  to  a  white  school,  and  that  the  only  thing  the  peo- 
ple haa  to  recTot  was,  that  the  Ku-Klux  tore  down  the  house  and  whipped  an  old  ne^;io 
instead  of  whipping  the  Honorable  Wesley  Shropshire.,  That  was  about  the  wordoi^ 
of  the  article  iu  the  paper. 

QueatiotL  Had  he  held  any  puhlic  position  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  several  counties  in 
the  State.    He  has  served  ten  or  fifteen  years  in  the  legislature. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  How  lately  has  he  been  in  public  office? 

Anstocr,  He  was  in  the  convention  of  1^^,  I  think.  That  was  the  last  office  he  has 
held. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

QH^tion.  Is  he  a  man  of  age? 

Answer.  JTes,  sir ;  about  seventy  years  old, 

Questum,  His  services  in  the  legi^ature  run  back  fbr  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years  7 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questum,  Has  he  ever  been  a  member  of  Coiigressf 

Answer. '  No,  sir. 

iiuestUm.  Is  he  a  lawyer? 

Answer,  I  believe  he  practiced  law  for  a  while,  but  he  has  not  practiced  for  a  greftt 
many  years. 

Question,  They  resetted  that  the  Eu-Klnx  did  not  whip  him  instead  of  the  old 
colored  man,  when  they  tore  down  the  school-house  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  near  fo  the  white  school-house  was  this  colored  school-house  beini^ 
erected? 

Answer,  Mr.  Shropshire  told  me  it  was  a  mile  off. 

QuesH^on,  They  considered  that  too  near? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  so. 

QuesMon,  Have  you  heard  of  school-houses,  churches,  and  dwelling-houses  of  colored 
people  being  burned  in  your  circuit? 

Answer,  No,  sir :  I  have  not  heard  of  any. 

Question,  Was  this  gentleman  erecting  a  school-house  upon  his  own  land? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  owns  a  very  large  plantation.  The  other  school-house  was  oa 
his  land  also.  He  gave  that  land  to  the  whites  for  a  school-house,  and  then  he  ea^a 
the  colored  i>eople  a  little  plat  of  ground  on  the  other  side  of  his  plantation  for  Sieir 
achool-house. 

Question,  Did  that  article  advise  any  trespass  upon  the  property  of  Mr.  Shropshizet 

Answer,  The  whole  tone  of  the  article  was  in  Justification  of  tearing  down  the 
school-house,  and  said  about  what  I  have  told  yoo. 

Question*  Is  that  a  leading  democratic  paper  in  your  county? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  oldest  paper,  and  it  might  be  regarded  as  the  leading 
democratic  paper  in  my  town. 

By  the  CnAiRMAN,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question,  Did  the  grand  Jury  in  Floyd  County  make  any  general  presentment  to  tbe 
court  in  relation  to  outrages  of  this  character  by  disguised  men? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  grand  jury  of  the  last  court  there  made  some  general  pretfenlk 
men^  calling  xxpon  the  citizens  of  the  county  to  aid  the  civil  authorities  in  suppieis- 
ing  tne  commission  of  crime  by  parties  of  disguised  men. 

Question,  It  was  a  kind  of  recommendation  that  they  made? 

Answer,  YeSj  sir. 

Question,  Aside  from  any  presentment  against  particular  individuals  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  general  recommendation  when  the  court  adjourned. 

Question,  They  set  forth  the  existence  of  this  class  of  outrages  by  disguised  men? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questi4m*  And  it  was  a  sort  of  general  recommendation  to  everybody  to  aid  in  pnttiag 
them  down  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  How  many  of  the  grand  jury  were  democrats? 
Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you  now,  but  I  know  a  majority  of  them  were  democrats. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  In  consequence  of  the  zeal  you  have  manifested  in  trying  to  fenel  oot 
transactions  of  this  sort  and  bring  the  perpetrators  to  punishment,  have  any  throttte 
^een  made  acainst  you  ?  ^ 

r  Answer,  I  have  heard  that  some  have  been  made.    My  friends  have  repeatedly  < 
to  me  and  told  me  that  there  were  threats  made  against  me.  * 

"'  Question*  No  threats  have  been  made  against  you  in  your  presence? 
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Answer,  No,  sir,  except  that  a  written  notice  was  brought  to  me  by  the  deputy 
•aeriff  a  week  or  two  before  I  left  home.  We  were  making  an  efibrt  to  arrest  some 
parties  who  were  sknlking  about,  and  a  written  notice  was  left  near  his  gate. 

Question,  Near  the  gate  of  the  sheriff  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  It  was  directed,  "  To  whom  it  may  concern ; "  and  then  made  a 
"proposition  rather,  that  they  were  willing  to  come  in  and  surrender  the  guns  and  pistols 
they  had  taken  from  the  colored  people,  but  they  would  not  themselves  submit  to  the 
anthorities  Then  it  wonnd  up  by  stating  that  all  persons  who  were  engaged  in  tiying 
to  make  arrests  had  better  take  care  of  themselves.  Then  it  finished  by  saying,  "  Live 
long,  die  soon,''  and  a  parcel  of  hieroglyphics  that  I  did  not  understand;  and  it  was 
aigned,  **  Captain  of  Ku-Klux."  That  is  all  the  evidence  I  have  of  any  threat  to  myself; 
I  do  not  know  that  that  was  particularly  intended  fbr  me  more  than  for  others. 

Question.  You  have  been  told  by  some  of  your  friends  that  threats  have  been  made 
against  you  i)er8onally  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  felt  any  apprehension  of  danger  in  consequence  of  what  you  have 
heard  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not ;  I  have  expected  that  perhaps  they  would  visit  my  house 
some  time,  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  had  fear  of  personal  violence  from  them ;  I,  of 
course,  felt  unpleasant  about  it. 

Question,  Yon  had  some  expectations  that  yon  might  see  them  some  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  have  a  great  number  of  personal  Mends  in  that  country.  I 
was  raised  right  there ;  I  had  a  company  of  men  in  the  rebel  army,  and  they  are  all  my 
personal  friends ;  and  I  have  a  great  many  other  personal  Mends.  X  have  a  foothold 
that  I  think  they  would  be  afraid  to  attack. 

Question,  You  think  you  would  be  in  a  state  of  readiness  foAhem  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 


Washinoton,  D.  C,  Jsiy  10, 1871. 

P.  M.  SliEIBLEY  swcru  and  examined. 
By  the  CnATRaiAN,  (Mr.  Poijini>  :) 

Question,  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

AnsKer,  At  Home,  Georgia. 

Question,  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  there  » 

Answer,  I  am  postmaster  there,  and  have  been  for  two  and  a  half  years.  I  was  first 
appointed  in  May,  1868,  and  then  again  in  December. 

Question,  How  lon^  have  you  resided  in  the  State  of  Georgia  f 

Answer,  I  have  resided  there  twenty  years,  and  prohabl v  a  few  months  more. 

Questian,  Did  you  reside  in  any  other  soutnem  State  before  going  to  Georgia  T 

Answer,  I  resided  in  Yirs^nia  three  years.  Pennsylvania  is  m^  native  State,  and  I 
left  there  in  the  spring  of  1848,  and  I  have  remained  South  ever  sinee  then. 

Question,  What  was  your  business  in  the  South  prior  to  the  warT 

Answer.  I  was  professor  of  Latin,  Greek,  and  mathematics ;  I  taught  up  to  1860,  until 
the  war  commenced. 

Question,  In  what  institutions  f 

Answer,  I  taught  in  the  Madison  Collegiate  Institute  in  Virginia,  and  in  the  Boms 
Collegiate  Institute  in  Georgia.  In  the  latter  institute  there  were  three  other  gsntle- 
men  teaching  in  connection  with  myself. 

QuaOon,  You  have  been  for  many  years  in  the  city  of  Borne,  Georgia  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  about  eighteen  and  one-third  years  in  the  city  of  Bome. 

Question,  Did  jour  employment  of  teaching  end  with  the  beginning  of  the  war  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  what  were  you  engaged  during  the  war  f 

Answer,  I  commenced  planting  immediately  after  the  school  was  injured,  on  aoooont 
of  my  being  a  Union  man.  , 

Question,  You  were  a  Union  man  before  the  warf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Atd  during  the  war  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  since  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  engaged  in  any  other  business  now,  except  that  of  postmaster  of 
your  city  t 

••  Answer,  No,  sir ;  no  further  than  as  a  general  insurance  agent,  or  a  real  estate  agent, 
to  look  after  business  of  that  kind.  «  . «. 

t  Question.  Have  yon  held  any  other  official  position  in  the  State  of  Georgia  ezoept  the 
*«mce  of  postmaster  which  you  now  hold  t 
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Aniwer.  I  have  twioe  been  a  secretary  of  a  State  conyentioD,  aad  seeretary  of  the 
Georgia  State  oonstitatioiial  oonyention.  • 

Question,  The  convention  vrhich  framed  the  present  conetitution  of  Qeorgiaf 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  1867  and  1868. 

Qw»tim,  The  snbjeot  this  committeeiraacliarged  by  Congress  to  inqoire  into  is  in  reli^ 
tion  to  the  oendition  of  the  eoininanities  in  the  late  imsnrrectionary  States,  and  especially 
rn  relation  to  their  present  condition  as  to  peaoe  and  order ;  as  to  the  oommission  of 
ofifenses  against  person  and  property,  and  especially  as  to  the  oommission  of  sacAi 
oflfenses  by  any  organized  band  or  bands  of  men  in  disgnise ;  and  whether  offenses  com- 
mitted i^inst  person  or  properly,  and  particularly  those  committed  by  these  bands  of 
disguised  men,  if  there  are  any  such,  are  properly  prosecnted  and  punished,  or  if  not, 
what  are  the  obstacles  that  j»ievent  their  being  duly  prosecnted  and  punished.  Will 
you  now  state  your  views  in  relation  to  that  general  subject  f 

Anwoer,  I  can  but  answer  your  question  by  speaking  comparatively.  Before  the  war, 
politically  we  had  our  rights  and  privileges  under  tne  Government ;  we  voted  as  we 
pleased  without  harm  or  ninderance,  other  than  the  differences  between  parties.  The 
Breckenridge  party  were  extreme  ultra  men ;  the  Union  party  could  vote  either  for 
Douglas,  or  for  Bell  and  Everett.  My  position  was  in  favor  t>f  Beil  aad  Everett.  After 
the  separation,  or  rather  after  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  there  was  a  detennioa- 
tion  on  the  part  of  southern  people  to  still  further  oppose  Union  men ;  that  is,  to  feel 
unkindly  toward  them,  to  keep  them  out  of  place,  position,  and  advanioement  in  society — 
out  of  progress  in  any  and  every  way.  At  present,  disturbanoes  are  etill  greater  and 
vicdence  occurs.  This  violence  is  done  by  disgatsed  men,  and  generally  toward  tlie 
tolotfA  people,  threalSDing  them  that  thev  shall  not  vote;  shall  not  interfere  ki  fac- 
tions ;  that  they  must  Jiot  vote  the  radical  ticket.  In  several  instaneee  where  I  fai^o 
Imown  outrages  to  be  Committed,  the  parties  have  come  to  me ;  I  did  not  myself  see 
the  outrages  committed,  because  I  was  not  with  the  band.  But  two  different  negroes 
have  come  to  me  and  asked  what  they  should  do— what  could  bo  done  for  them.  On& 
of  these  negroes  was  named  Jourdan  Ware,  and  lived  about  two  and  a  half  miles  fix>m 
^me.  He  was  taken  out  of  his  house,  and  beaten  and  abused ;  he  came  to  my  office  with. 
his  head  mangled.  The  other  is  named  Joe  Kennedy,  who  lives  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
f]X)m  Rome ;  he  was  shot  in  the  leg,  I  believe.  In  both  these  cases  the  negroes  told  me 
they  had  done  nothing ;  and  that  the  threat  made  to  them  was  that  they  should  not 
interfere  with  the  elections. 

Question,  We  will  first  take  up  the  case  of  Ware,  and  ascertain  the  partlonlars  of  that. 
You  said  he  lived  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Rome  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

.QmmiMn,  How  long  had  you  known  himT 

Answer,  Ever  since  he  registered.    The  vegistration  took  place  in  1667, 1  believe. 

QnesUon,  You  have  known  him  since  that  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  What  is  his  pepatation  smd  ckaracterf 

AMuaser.  So  iar  as  I  knew,  liis  reputation  waa  good. 

Question,  Did  yon  over  hear  him  charged  with  any  offuise  or  violation  of  law  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  did. 

Question,  About  bow  old  a  mail  is  he  f 

Anstoer.  I  should  think  he  was  between  forty-five  and  fifty  years  of  age.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  tell  the  age  of  a  negro. 

QuesHon,  He  was  not  a  young  man  t 

Amswer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Wod  he  to  any  extent  a  leading  man,  a  prominent  man  among  the  colored 
people  f 

Answer,  Rather  so.  The  Ware  family  is  one  of  some  prominence ;  old  Mr.  Ware,  the 
old  man  of  all,  had  owned  a  great  many  slaves. 

Question.  Was  not  this  colored  man  also  called  Foster  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  the  Foster  case  was  a  diffident  case.  Old  Mr.  Ware  owned  a  great 
many-skvyes;  the  fiunily  was  a  large  one,  and  this  colored  man  took  the  name  m  hia 
former  owner,  who  was  well  known  throughout  that  whole  community,  and  bad  a 
great  deal  of  influence. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  this  colored  man  Ware  come  to  you  t 

Ansu)er,  It  was  in  January  last. 

Question,  He  had  been  assaulted  and  beaten  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  he  tell  you  in  reference  to  the  particulars  of  that  transaction  Y 

Aamwer,  I  have  stated  that  it  was  on  account  of  his  politics. 

Question.  Was  this  assault  committed  upon  him  by  a  band  of  disguised  ment 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  disguised  men. 

Question,  Did  he  say  that  they  told  him  it  was  on  account  of  his  politics  t 

Amswer.  Yes, air;  and  then  an  additional  reason,  which  he  mentioned,  was  to  girt 
possession  of  his  place ;  that  is,  "  to  break  him  up,"  as  the  common  phrase  is.    He  w%i 
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Hfted  veiy  coiofoitably  there.  He  had  renteil  a  place  from  a  lady  liying  in  town,  and  j 
was  cultivating  abodt  thirty  acres  of  land,  and  was  taking  care  of  the  place  for  her  al y/ 
a  specified  rate. 

QueaUon,  Was  it  becauBe  somebody  else  wanted  to  get  posseasion  of  that  properly,  <>r 
did  they  merely  want  to  break  hira  on  and  drive  him  offf 

Antwer,  This  band  wanted  to  break  him  up.  In  connecti<m  with  telling  him  tha4 
he  was  a  radical,  and  shonld  not  vote  the  radical  tieket  any  more,  t^iey'teld  hiiB  that 
he  most  go  away  from  there. 

Quegtkm.  What  became  of  this  man  Ware  f 

An9wm\  I  have  not  seen  him  more  than  once  or  twice  since,  and  I  do  not  kn«w  what 
has  become  of  him.  He  has  left  the  place,  however,  and  is  not  in  possession  of  it.  I 
advised  him  to  nM>ve  to  Itome  to  save  himself;  to  make  po  distorbanoe,  but  to  go  to 
the  lady  who  owned  the  plaee  and  give  it  up. 

Qnmiion.  How  badly  was  he  ii^Jnred  f 

An9wer,  Well,  he  was  bleeding  pretty  badly ;  I  did  not  examined  his  wounds.  He  had 
been  beaten  over  the  head,  which  injuiymighi  hove  reunited  in  his  death ;  but  I  know 
he  did  not  die  from  it  then.  The  attempt  seemed  to  have  been  to  bruise  or  break  in 
his  ^ull ;  he  was  stmck  on  the  side  of  tne  head. 

Qua^ion,  Did  he  sa^  anything  in  relation  to  this  band  of  disguised  men,  who  oame 
there  and  attacked  him,  pretexming  to  be  a  band  of  Union  soldiers  f 

An9u;er,  No,  sir,  O,  no ;  there  were  no  Union  soldiers  there. 

Que$Hon.  Tbey  did  not  pretend  to  be  Union  soldiers  T 

Afuwer,  No^  sir;  theymadenonretaaseof  that  kind. 

Q¥MH&n.  IMd  yon  ever  hear  mm  anybody  that  thcM  waa  any  aUegation  against 
lUsnian  Ware^  thai  ha  had  eanunitted  any  o&Dsa  against  anybody  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QtuBtkm,  There  was  no  chaige  or  allegation  of  crime  against  him,  to  your  knowledge  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qnettkm,  Who  was  the  other  colored  man  f 

Answer,  Joe  Kennedy. 

QuesHan,  How  far  did  he  live  from  you  f 

Answer,  He  lived  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town. 

Question.  What  was  done  to  him  f 

Answer.  He  was  shot  through  the  leg. 

Qnesium.  State  the  partienlaia  of  that  transactien,  as  he  gave  them  to  you. 

Answer.  He  came  to  me  and  made  convplaiift.  I  said,  *^  Joe,  what  in  the  wodd  is  to 
payt  What  is  the  matter  with  yon  f  What  have  you  dooe  F  He  said,  *' I  have  not 
done  anything.^  I  said,  **  Have  you  not  done  anything  to  briag  this  party  upon  yon  1" 
*'  No,"  he  said ;  ''  yon  see  me  here  every  few  days ;  I  come  to  see  yott«  I  come  to  your 
house,  and  yon  know  I  am  quiet  and  don't  harm  anybody."  ''  I  know  that,"  I  said : 
^  bi^  what  excuse  did  tbey  make  f '  His  reply  was,  *'  They  said  to  me^  *  You  danmed 
niggers  are  getting  too  big  anyway,  and  it  is  time  yon  should  seek  some  other  business 
)0r  g€t  ou  t  of  the  countiy.' "  That  was  the  sum  ana  substance  of  it.  His  object  in  com- 
.  ng  to  mo  was  to  get  aavioe  as  to  what  he  should  do  about  it^  I  told  him  that  he  had 
fetter  keep  quiet  and  come  to  town,  and  I  would  look  into  the  matter  and  see  if  any 
"elp  conld  be  given  him. 

QnesHon.  How  long  had  you  known  him  T 

Anstcer.  About  two  years ;  he  had  heeu  working  in  the  city. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  accusation  of  any  kind  against  him  f 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  any  prominenee  among  men  of  his  color  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  more  than  ordinary  prominence. 

Question.  Those  two  cases  were  both  la«t  winter  f 

Attswer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  both  about  the  same  time. 

Question.  How  early  had  you  begun  to  hear  of  any  of  these  bands  o^  disguised  men 
being  abent  in  your  part  or  the  State  f 

Answer.  In  1868 : 1  learned  it  more  particularly  then  from  a  proclamation  issued  by 
General  Meade,  when  he  was  military  commander  there.  In  oiderto  be  certain  about 
times  and  dates'  I  might  perhaps  be  able  to  get  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  and  send  it 
to  you. 

Question.  He  made  proclamation  in  regard  to  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  in  view  of  stopping  everything  of  the  kind,  in  order  that  all 
persons  might  have  a  free  right  to  vote.  I  think  it  was  before  the  election  in  April, 
1868,  Just  before  the  vote  on  our  constitution* 

Question.  Was  there  any  interference  by  asmed  bands  in  the  eleetions  in  your  pa>t  of 
theStatcT 

Answer.  Not  at  that  election. 

Question,  How  soon  did  these  bodies  of  armed  men  begin  to  visit  peopkrandtoi 
adt  outrages  t        •  gltized  By  vjvJC 

Answer.  Last  year  some  time,  in  1870;  in  onr  eonkty  and  in  adjoining  ooontkik'' 
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QueatUm.  What  had  been  their  mode  of  operations^  and  the  extent  of  them,  prior  t» 
that  time  f  ^ 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  suppose  the  general  intention  was  to  create  alarm  and  to 
prevent  parties  from  voting. 

Qw^tion,  Before  that  time,  had  they  been  in  the  habit  of  going  about  in  tho  nigh^ 
time  in  this  disguised  manner  and  visiting  colored  people  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of;  not  before  that  time. 

Question.  You  say  that  last  year  they  began  to  commit  acts  of  violence  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  have  yon  heard  of  in  your  vicinity  t  And  give  the  particulars 
of  them,  so  far  as  you  can  state  them.  ^ 

Anstoer.  It  is  notorious  tha];  at  one  time  they  came  into  the  city  of  Rome,  twenty-ono 
of  them,  one  night  Just  after  these  two  outrages  had  been  committed ;  and  I  am  of  the 
impression  that  it  was  the  same  night  of  the  commission  of  these  acts  against  Kennedy 
and  Ware. 

Question.  Those  acts  were  both  done  the  same  night  ? 

Ansti^,  Yes,  sir ;  by  disguised  men. 

Question.  And  a  body  of  disguised  men  that  same  night  came  into  the  city  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question.  1  think  you  said  there  were  twenty«K)ne  of  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  do  anything  in  the  eity  except  to  ride  about  and  parade  I 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  about  all.  As  persons  would  approach  them,  they  would 
draw  their  pistols  and  keep  them  off,  as  if  the  object  was  not  to  have  themselves 
known.  I  speak  of  that  as  a  notorious  fact,  that  we  know  from  general  rumor;  it  was 
about  11  or  12  o'clock  at  night. 

Question.  It  is  said  that  three  have  been  convicted  of  these  offenses  in  your  part  of 
the  State  f 

Ansujer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  taken  in  Chattooga  County,  an  adjoining  county. 

Question,  That  was  not  in  your  county  i      ■  ' 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  that  case  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  information  -about  their  committing  acts  of  violence  upon  any 
other  people  in  your  county  except  the  two  you  have  mentioned  t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  others,  but  those  two  came  directly  to  my  notice. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  cases  in  your  county  where  any  person  has  been  killed 
by  them,  that  you  know  of  or  have  heard  oft 

Answer,  I  cannot  bring  to  my  mind  now  any  particular  one,  or  any  circumstances 
about  on'>,  but  there  have  been  reports  to  that  effect ;  I  cannot  recollect  them. 

Question.  Have  there  been  several  cases  where  they  have  visited  colored  people  and 
whipped  them,  beat  them  f 

Ansu)er.  Yes,  sir;  that  has  freqnenliy  occurred  in  the  county  of  Floyd. 

Question.  Has  that  same  state  of  things,  as  you  learned  by  newspapers  and  from  other 
sources,  prevailed  in  other  counties  in  your  section  of  the  State,  and  indeed  throughout 
the  State  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Chattooga  County  piarticularly,  which  is  the  adjoining  county ; 
also  in  Polk,. which  is  an  adjoining  county ;  and  in  Cherokee  County,  Alabama. 

Qtiestion.  How  far  are  you  from  the  Alabama  line  f 

Answer.  About  twenty  miles. 

Question.  Your  county  adjoins  the  Alabama  line  t 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  effect  upon  the  colored  people  of  the  conduct  of  these 
bands  of  men  f  \ 

Answer,  It  has  disorganized  them  very  much  in  their  labor,  in  their  political  privil- 
eges, and  in  their  social  relations  one  with  the  other;  and  general  fear  and  intimida-   . 
tfon  prevail. 

Qtusstum.  A  feeling  of  alarm  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  prospering  or  doing  proper  service  for 
those  who  employ  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether,  in  consequence  of  these  acts,  many  of  them  have 
gone  into  town,  where  they  would  be  less  liable  to  danger  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  has  been  done  in  some  cases. 

Question.  You  say  you  advised  those  two  men  who  came  to  you  to  do  so  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  Kennedy  and  Ware :  Ware  wanted  to  resent  it  by  torce,  as  a  froo 
man :  he  said  he  was  free  and  did  Hot  like  to  be  beaten  in  that  way ;  but  I  advised  him 
that  he  had  better  be  quiet. 

Question.  Did  they  both  remove  into  town  ?  ^^  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  both  came  into  town.  DiqitizecUov GoOqIp 

Qu^tion.  What  has  been  the  effect  upon  the  colored  people,  so  lar  as  relara  to  exer 
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diBmx  the  political  and  civil  rights  that  have  beea  conferred  upon  them ;  do  they  now 
feel  uee  to  exercise  their  legal  rights  and  privileges  f 

Answer.  Kot  so  much  so  as  they  did  when  they  voted  there  the  first  time  for  the  con- 
stitntion  of  the  State  of  Georgia ;  that  was  the  first  vote,  I  believe,  they  gave  in  the 
State. 

Question,  Do  yoo  believe  a  great  many  of  them  would  be  afraid  to  vote  now  7 

Answer.  I  really  believe  so. 

Question.  From  all  yon  have  seen  and  heard  in  relation  to  the  character,  the  objects,. 
the  transactions  of  these  disguised  men,  what  do  you  believe  is  the  pnrposo  of  that 
o^auization  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  belief  only  you  want  T 

Qu^ion.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  the  object  is,  because  I  do  not  l>olong  to  them,  and 
never  have. 

Question.  I  want  your  judgment,  from  all  the  information  yon  have  about  them. 

Ansufer.  My  opinion  is  this,  that  the  object  is  to  interfere  with  the  reconstmctioiL 
measures,  with  the  rights  of  the  colored  people  to  vote,  with  their  political  rights  gen- 
erally. If  they  cannot  force  them  to  vote  as  they  themselves  want  them  to  vote,  they 
will  endeavor  to  take  the  ballot  away  from  them. 

Question.  What  is  the  sentiment  of  the  white  people  in  that  part  of  Georgia  where 
you  live ;  I  do  not  mean  among  the  white  republicans  f  The  great  mass  of  the  white 
people  in  your  part  of  Georgia,  I  suppose,  belong  to  the  democratic  party  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  largely  so. 

Question.  Now,  what  is  the  sentiment  and  feeling  of  those  white  men  who  are  not 
republicans  in  relation  to  conferring  the  right  of  suffrage  and  all  civil  rights  upon  the 
colored  people  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  white  voters  of  the  county  of  Floyd^. 
ontside  of  the  republicans,  would  take  the  ballot  from  them,  and  also  all  civil  and 
political  rights. 

Question.  They  were  opposed  to  giving  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  do  you  believe  that  they  do  not  intend  that  colored  men  shall  have  a. 
full  and  free  exercise  of  the  rights  that  have  been  conferred  upon  them  ? 

Answer.  Not  unless  they  can  themselves  control  them. 

Question.  They  do  not  intend  that  they  shall  vote  unless  they  vote  as  they  want 
them  to  vote  t 

Answer.  They  do  not. 

Question.  And  do  you  believe  that  the  object  of  this  organization  is  to  produce  that 
lesoltt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  judge  so  firom  its  operations. 

Question.  And  you  think  it  is  producing  that  result? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  want  to  inquire  a  little  in  relation  to  the  state  of  feeling  between  the 
wmtes  and  the  blacks,  whether  on 'the  part  of  the  whites  they  require  from  the  blacks 
mbmission  of  manner  that  they  do  not  require  from  white  people  T 

Answer*  Those  who  employ  them  f 

Question.  Well,  in  all  the  intercourse  between  the  whites  and  blacks  there ;  will  the 
wlutes  allow  a  black  man  to  use  language  toward  them  that  they  would  allow  a  white 
man  to  use  without  taking  ofi'ense  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  will  not. 

Question.  Suppose  that  a  white  man  and  a  colored  man  have  some  controversy  about 
a  matter  of  dealing  between  them,  a  disagreement  about  it,  will  the  white  man  allow 
the  black  man  to  stand  up  and  assert  his  side  of  a  controversy,  and  his  views,  and  his 
claims,  in  the  same  manner  that  he  would  allow  a  white  man  to  do  so  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  a  general  thing. 
•     Question.  And  if  he  does  it,  if  he  does  stand  up  and  assert  his  right  against  a  white 
man  as  another  white  man  would  do,  and  would  be  permitted  to  do,  that  is  what  is 
called  impudence,  is  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  impudence. 

Question.  That  is  being  impudent  and  saucy  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir.  It  is  natural  for  those  persons  who  have  been  raised  there  in  the 
South,  and  who  have  owned  slaves — it  is  rather  natural  for  them  to  domineer  over  the 
colored  people. 

Question.  I  am  not  criticising  the  manner ;  I  am  merely  inquiring  what  the  fact  is. 

Ansu!er.  They  require  a  yielding  obedience  from  them. 

Question.  Suppose  that  a  colore<l  man  is  guilty  of  impudence,  as  they  term  it — that 
is,  he  stands  up  in  the  assertion  of  his  rights,  and  talks  as  a  white  man  would — ^is  it 
considered  at  all  out  of  character  to  beat  him  for  it  and  chastise  him  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  would  meet  with  the  indignation  of  the  white  people  for  acting 
to ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  in  all  cases  they  woukL  chastise  him,  not  as  in  former  times 
they  chastised  their  sla^s. 
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QuesiUm,  1  do  not  iBeaa  eeveryhodj. 

Answar,  That  wOnld  be  the  feeling. 

Qnettion.  It  is  oonaidered  an  ofSetMe  TTorthy  of  chastisement ;  is  not  that  the  general 
Ibelingf 

Answer,  It  prodnces  that  fealintr. 

Question.  We  have  heaid  consioerable  from  varioas  witnesses  from  different  parts  of 
the  Sonthas  to  the  reasons  that  are  alleged  for  these  organizations.  Now,  what  is  the 
excuse  that  is  generally  given  by  those  people  who  do  excuse  and  apologize  for  iho exist- 
ence of  this  Ku-KIqx  organization ;  what  are  the  reasons  that  are  generally  given  by 
way  of  apology  for  it  T 

.  Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  make  much  a^lo^  for  what  they  do  at  aU ;  bnt  I 
think  the  wain  purpose  is  to  control  the  political  affairs  of  the  countrv. 

Questiom  What  do  those  people  say  wno  speak  with  any  degree  of  approbation  of 
this  organization  and  its  operations ;  what  do  they  say  about  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  think  that  the  whole  matter  grows  out  of  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  the  rights  that  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congre^  give  to  the  negroes:  I 
tiiink  that  is  about  the  main  thing  ;  I  think  that  in  the  Sonth  they  do  not  want  the 
negroes  to  have  any  privileges  at  all. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  them  allege  this :  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  this  organ- 
ization to  keep  the  negroes  in  order,  and  to  keep  them  from' violating  the  law  T 

Answer,  They  may  give  that  as  an  excuse* 

Question,  Have  yoaJieard  thatexonse  given  f  \ 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  heard  it  giveli. 

Question.  Suppose  that  excuse  was  given,  is  there  any  just  occasioii  for  it ;  have  the 
colored  people  in  your  part  of  the  State  shown  any  disposition  to  violate  the  rights  of 
white  people,  or  to  arrogate  to  themselves  any  more  rights  than  the  law  now  gives 
themf 

Answer,  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Have  they,  as  a  general  thing,  been  peaceable,  quiet,  and  orderly  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    They  would  be  more  so  there,  perhaps,  than  in  other  places,  for 
they  are  but  one-third  of  the  population,  and  their  resistance  to  law  and  order  in  any 
shape  or  manner  would  not  redound  to  their  benefit,  even  if  it  was  in  their  nature  to 
do  so. 
'    Qtiestion.  There  would  be  no  wisdom  in  it,  at  any  rate  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  they  shown  any  such  disposition  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  in  my  section.  I  have  been  a  slaveholder  myself;  I  once  owned 
thirty  slaves,  and  I  know  the  feeling  of  the  negro  very  well.        • 

Question,  It  has  been  alleged'by  some  people  that  this  Ku-Klux  organization  was  got 
np  to  counteract  the  evil  effect  of  the  Loyal  League.  Have  you  ever  had  any  connec- 
tion with  the  Loyal  League? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  connected  with  it. 

QwMon,  Howf 

Answer,  I  was  grand  vice-president  of  the  Loyal  League  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  the 
second  office  in  the  Leagae  in  the  State. 

Question.  When  were  those  organizations  called  Loyal  Leagues  first  organized  in  your 
State? 

Ansufer,  I  think  in  1867.  I  have  the  document,  but  not  with  me ;  if  I  had  it  I  could 
give  you  theprecise  date. 

Question,  How  long  did  those  Leagues  exist  in  G^rgia  t 

Answer,  They  existed  through  the  first  State  election  after  the  war,  and  partly  so  in 
the  last  presidential  election ;  we  were  fully  organized  to  carry  our  State  constitution. 

Question,  Are  those  Loyal  Leagues  kept  up,  or  have  they  been,  since  the  presidential 
election  in  1868  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  in  our  State. 

Question,  While  it  did  exist,  what  obligation  did  a  man  take  upon  himself  who  be-  , 
came  a  member  of  it  ? 

Answer.  The  main  feature  in  the  League  was  to  bring  all  the  Union  men  together,  to 
maintain  the  laws  passed  by  Congress,  whatever  those  laws  might  be — that  is,  to  con- 
form to  the  order  of  our  National  Government,  as  distinct  firom  State  institutions;  it 
was  a  national  organization. 

Question.  Were  there  any  penalties  by  the  rules  of  the  order,  or  by  any  oath  that  was 
taken,  or  anything  of  the  sort,  that  a  man  subjected  himself  to  for  leaving  the  order,  or 
for  voting  the  other  way  f 

Answer.  No.  sir,  none  whatever. 

Question.  The  object  of  it  was  to  concentrate  as  much  Union  sentiment  as  you  could 
in  your  State? 

Answer.  The  idea,  as  I  understood  it,  was  to  bring  the  people  together,  as  it  were» 
under  the  national  fiag,  the  Slani  and  Stripes. 

Queetkm,  To  concentrate  the  Union  sentunent  ?  Jigitized  by 
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Answer.  Tcs,  sir ;  that  was  fhe  prevailing  idea  thron^^bont.  I  suppose  ninc<tenths  of 
them  voted  with  the  republican  party,  bat  the  prevailing  feature  of  the  organization, 
as  I  now  recollect  it — 1  have  not  thought  of  it  for  two  or  three  years — was  to  bring 
our  people  back  under  the  flag  from  which  they  had  estranged  themselves. 

Qu/t»tion.  And  the  prevailing  sentiment  among  the  colored  people  and  the  white 
Union  men  of  Georgia  was  that  the  way  they  could  best  show  their  Union  sentiment 
after  the  war  was  by  acting  with  the  republican  party  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  feeling. 

Question.  Now,  was  it  ever  taught  in  any  constitution,  or  ritual,  or  any  publication 
of  the  Loyal  League,  or  by  any  republican  speaker,  by  any  one  who  went  out  to  orga- 
nize these  Leagues— was  it  ever  inculcated  that  they  were  to  violate  any  law,  or  ta 
violate  the  rights  of  any  man  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  its  being  done. 

Question.  Were  the  teachings  of  those  Leagues  aU  the  other  way,  in  the  cause  of  law, 
and  order,  and  peace  t  » 

Answer.  As  the  ritual  showed  it,  and  as  I  knew  it,  it  was  so. 

Question.  As  it  was  practically  expounded  by  the  men  who4iad  the  lead  in  the  busi- 
ness? 

Answer.  The  whole  idea  was  to  obey  the  law,  all  laws. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  the  formation  of  this  Kn-Klox  organization  was 
to  check,  to  counteract  the  Union  Leagues  f 

Answer.  I  heard  it  about  two  years  after  the  Leagues  had  ceased  to  exist  in  onr  sec- 
tion ;  I  heard  it  last  year.  * 

Question.  In  vour  par^  of  the  State  the  Union  Leagues  had  all  dissolved  and  ended 
before  this  Ku-Klux  organization  had  begun  to  operate  at  all  f  , 

Answer.  About  that  time. 

Question.  Before  they  did  any  acts  of  violence  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  the  violence  committed  by  this  organization  has  been  since  then  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  all  the  acts  of  violence  in  our  State  have  been  done  last  year  and 
this  year. 

Question.  It  has  been  said  to  be  the  object  of  this  Loyal  League  to  keep  the  negroes 
from  voting  the  democratic  ticket.  Are  there  any  negroes  who  want  to  vote  the  dem- 
ocratic ticket  in  your  part  of  the  State  T 

Answer.  None,  that  I  have  heard,  unless  they  are  forced  to  do  so.  They  appear  by 
intuition,  some  way  or  other,  to  know  how  to  vote. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  any  considerable  number  of  them  desire  to  vote  the 
democratic  ticket  unless  some  personal  interest  or  influence  is  brought  to  bear  upon 
them  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Suppose  one  of  them  wants  to  vote  that  way,  can  he  do  so  without  danger  T 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  any  one  trying  to  prevent  a  negro  from  voting  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  not  by  force ;  they  may  try  to  persuade  him. 

Question.  The  j^reat  mass  of  tbem.  at  least,  vote  the  other  way  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  until  the  last  election ;  more  of  them  voted  the  democratic  ticket 
then.     • 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  have  they  tried%o  do  more,  in  order  to  prevent  a  colored 
man  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  than  to  persuade  him  that  his  interest  lay  in 
the  other  direction  ? 

Answer.  Would  they  do  more  than  persuade,  in  order  to  get  him  to  vote  the  repub- 
lican ticket  f 

Question.  Suppose  that  one  of  them,  for  any  reason,  either  for  interest  or  otherwise, 
from  honest  conviction  it  may  be,  should  choose  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  would 
the  mass  of  the  colored  people  attempt  by  violence  to  prevent  him  from  doing  so  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  them  do  so,  and  I  have  been  at  the  polls  at  every  election 
since  the  war. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  such  thing  in  your  part  of  Georgia  t  It  has  been 
8aid  that  a  colored  man  cannot  vote  the  democratic  ticket  without  danger  of  his  life. 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  of  any  instance. 

Question.  From  what  you  know  of  the  colore^  men  there,  do  you  think  a  man  would 
imperil  his  life  if  he  undertook  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  he  would  not  imperil  his  life ;  they  wquld  feel  indignant  toward 
him,  somewhat  unkind. 

Question.  They  would  not  believe  much  in  his  honest  conviction  f 

Answer.  They  would  not  believe  he  was  acting  right,  is  what  they  would  term  it. 

Question.  In  relation  to  this  organization  of  disguised  men  who  have  gone  about 
doing  this  mischief,  what  has  been  the  sentiment  of  the  people  generally,  people  that 
were  not  supposed  to  actively  belong  to  it,  or  to  actively  participate  in  it — that  is,  to  ^o 
oat  upon  these  marauding  expeditions  ;  what  has  been  the  sentiment  of  the  pe^le  in 
regard  to  it,  whether  opposed  to  it  or  otherwise  f 
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« 

Aivswer,  They  are  mainly  opposed  to  it,  but  tbey  dare  not  speak  their  sentimenta,  or 
have  not,  until  this  last  bill  was  passed  by  Congress,  and  the  rrcsident  issued  his  proo 
lamation  under  it. 

Qit£8ii(m,  Have  there  been  any  considerable  number  of  people  of  standing  and  in- 
fluence who  have  apologized  for,  or  palliated,  or  excused,,  this  organization  f 

AnttDer,  Yes,  sir,  a  great  many. 

*Que8tum.  What  class  of  people  were  they  T 

imwer.  They  were  generally  the  better  chiss  of  people ;  what  I  mean  by  the  better 
class  is,  those  who  were  men  of  property ;  they  are  afraid  to  come  out  against  it. 

Que8tion.  Have  there  been  any  portion  of  the  white  peoi)le 

Answer.  The  depredations,  however,  I  think,  were  committed  by  the  lower  class. 

QtieaUon,  What  I  want  to  get  at  is  this :  has  there  been  any  considerable  number  of 
the  white  people,  those  who  were  not  the  active  men  who  went  out  on  these  expedi- 
tions, who  have  spoken  approvingly  and  paUiatingly  of  the  order  and  its  operations  f 

Ansxver.  I  Miink  they  generally  try  to  excuse  it. 

Question,  How  large  a  portion  of  the  white  people  down  there  besides  the  repub- 
licans— I  understand  that  the  white  people  who  are  republicans  have  always  disap- 
proved it,  have  spoken  against  it,  and  have  been  active  against  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueaHon,  That  does  not  seem  to  be  denied.  Now,  how  large  a  proportion  of  the 
white  people  who  are  not  republicans  Imve  either  done  anything  or  said*  anything 
against  it? 

Answer.  I  have  not  mingled  much  with  the  people,  for  my  business  keeps  me  confined 
to  my  room  in  my  office.  But,  so  far  as  I  can  bear  from  my  position,  my  public  position 
as  postmaster,  J  hear  very  few  speak  out  openly  against  it. 

Question.  Are  there  a  great  many  people  who  you  think  really  do  feel  opposed  to  it, 
and  still  do  not  speak  against  it ;  that  is,  is  there  a  feeling  among  many  people  that  it 
is  not  exactly  sa^  to  talk  against  it  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  way  they  have  act«d. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  there  are  a  great  many  people  who,  in  reality,  would 
be  glad  to  have  that  state  of  things  end,  and  who  still  fiiil  to  say  or  do  anything 
against  it  for  fear  of  some  evil  consequences  to  themselves  f 

Answer.  1  do  believe  there  are  a  great  many  of  that  sort ;  I  cannot  but  help  think, 
though,  that  a  majority  of  the  people  condemn  it. 

Questiim.  What  you  mean  now  by  saying  "  that  a  majority  of  the  people  condemn 
it,"  is  it  that  a  majority  of  the  people  really  desire  to  have  it  stopped  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  that  is,  a  mtgority  of  the  white  people,  and  all  the  negroes  would 
like  it  stoppect 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  a  majority  of  the  white  people  who  are  not  republicans 
do  talk  openly  and  publicly  against  it! 

Answer.  O,  no ;  they  do  not  speak  openly  against  it. 

Question.  There  are  a  class  of  men  in  the  South,  leading  men,  who  are  disqualified  by 
the  fourteenth  amendment ;  what  ground  have  that  class  of  men  taken  in  reference  to 
these  Ku-Klnx  ontraj^es,  as  far  as- you  know  T 

Answer.  Well,  my  impression  is,  that  the  men  who  are  disqualified  are  opposed  to  the 
reconstruction  measures  of  Congress,  and  hence  endeavor  ajs  much  as  possible  to  inter- 
rupt the  pi-ogress  of  the  Government.   • 

Question.  What  particular  view,  what  particular  action,  have  they  taken  in  reference 
to  these  Ku-Klux  outrages  f  Have  they  done  anything  to  put  them  down,  or  said  any- 
thing against  them? 

Answer.  I  think  they  have  been  perfectly  passive. 

QuesHon.  What  influence  has  that  class  of  men  exerted  on  that  subject,  if  any? 

Answer.  My  opinion  is,  that  Bob  Toombs  and  that  class  of  men  encourage  it ;  I  do 
not  know  that  positively,  from  my  own  knowledge ;  I  only  judge  so  from  circumstunces. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  men,  of  all  those  who  are  now  disqualified  from  holding 
office  under  the  Constitution,  who  have  taken  any  active  part,  or  who  have  exercised 
any  active  influence,  against  this  Ku-Klux  organization  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  in  your  part  of  Georgia  entire  freedom  for  a  man  who 
entertains  the  views  which  you  say  are  unpopular  among  the  mass  of  the  white  people ;  a 
man  who  believes  in  equal  suffrage,  in  negro  equality,  or  civil  rights,  and  all  that:  do 
you  believe  that  he  can  go  anywhere  in  Georgia  and  publicly  and  stoutly  proclaim 
those  sentiraints  and  views? 

Answer.  Not  as  he  could  in  the  North. 

Question.  Well,  do  you  believe  it  would  be  entirely  safe  for  him  to  do  so  T 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  Safe  at  all. 

Question.  These  outrages  that  have  been  committed  by  these  bodies  of  disguised  men ; 
have  they  generally  been  punished  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  have  not. 

Question.  As  a  general  rule  they  have  not  been  punished  13'^'^^^  by 
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Attawer,  They  have  not  been  punished. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  difficulty  t    Why  have  they  not  been  punished  t 

Answer.  It  would  seem  that  the  officers  do  not  do  their  duty ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  from  fear  or  why ;  but  the  truth  is,  they  are  very  seldom  punished. 

Queatian,  Tou  have  said  that  this  organization  really  grew  out  of  opjposition  to  the 
exercise  of  civil  and  political  rights  by  the  negroes ;  now,  do  you  believe  that  that 
same  feeling,  that  same  public  sentiment,  bos' been  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why 
these  outrages  have  not  been  punished  t  , 

Anmcer,  I  do. 

Que^ion.  Because  public  sentiment  is  not  sufficiently  strong  against  them  f 

An$vcer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beok: 

Question,  Yon  were  in  the  city  of  Washington  I  believe,  when  yon  were  summoned 
as  a  witness  here  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questwn.  Prosecuting  claims  before  the  Southern  Commission  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  a  claim  before  the  Southern  C<mimission. 

Question,  The  only  two  cases  yon  know  of  personally,  of  offenses  of  the  character 
which  has  been  referred  to  here,  are  the  cases  of  Jourdan  Ware  and  Joe  Kennedy,  who 
came  to  you  individually  aud  told  their  grievances  f 

Answer.  Those  are  the  only  two  I  know  personally. 

Question.  And  you  have  heard  of  only  one  case  of  killing  in  your  county,  I  think, 
yon  have  stated  T 

Answer.  That  is  all,  I  believe ;  there  may  have  been  others. 

Question.  That  is  your  recollection,  as  well  as  you  can  recollect? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  recol^ction  now 

Question.  What  else  you  have  stated  has  all  been  hearsay  about  an  organization  of 
Ums  character  and  its  doings  elsewhere  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  general  rumor.  You  asked  me  a  question  a  moment  ago ;  I  desire 
to  state  here  that  I  had  no  part  in  having  myself  subpcenaed  here.  You  asked  me  the 
question  if  I  was  not  here  when  I  was  summoned  as  a  witness  before  this  committee. 
The  subpcBua  was  sent  to  my  house  at  Rome,  G^rgia,  because  the  gentleman  did  not 
know  that  I  was  here. 

Questior^  But  in  fact  you  were  summoned  here  in  Washington,  and  had  been  here  a 
week  or  so  before  the  summons  reached  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  telegraphed  to  Georgia  to  know  if  you  were  there,  found  that  you  were 
not,  and  then  summoned  you  here  t 

Answer.  They  telegraphed  me  at  Rome,  supposing  I  was  home;  but  I  was  not  at 
home,  I  was  attending  to  business  here. 

Question.  Judge  Poland  asked  you  if  you  had  ever  heard  of  any  attempt  to  intimidate 
negroes  who  wanted  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  you  answered  him  that  you  did 
not  know  of  any  such  case.  You  did  not  say  whether  you  had  ever  heard  of  any  such 
case  or  not  * 

Answer  1  answered  that  the  negroes  felt  indicant  toward  any  of  their  race  for 
voting  contrary  to  the  will  and  wishes  of  the  mtgority,  but  I  had  known  of  no  violence 
against  them. 

Question.  That  is  what  you  answered.  Now  I  ask  you  if  you  have  not  heard  of 
threats  being  made  against  them  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  or  desiring  to  do  so ; 
I  do  not  ask  if  what  you  have  heard  be  true  or  not  j  but  have  you  not  heard  of  such 
threatet 

Answer.  Public  rumor  has  said  that  threats  were  made. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  supposed  was  the  fact,  from  the  way  you  answered,  limiting 
it  to  your  own  knowledge.  You  have  heard  of  such  threats  by  public  rumor,  as  you 
have  beard  of  other  things? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  one  or  two  cases. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  organization  of  your  Leagues,  in  connection  with  these 
threats,  and  said  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  your  League  that 
authorized  any  member  of  that  League  to  use  threats,  nothing  to  justify  throats,  in 
accordance  with  your  constitution. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  any  member  of  the  League  that  ever  did  it,  and  I 
'have  never  heard  of  any  miember  of  the  League  that  has  m&e  threats. 

Question.  The  practical  operation  of  it 

Answer.  Was  peace,  and  union,  and  order. 

Question.  So  far  as  the  constitution  itself  has  laid  down  rules  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir^  and  so  far  as  the  operation  of  the  League  itself  in  that  section  was 
concerned,  it  was  in  the  interest  of  law  and  order,  and  against  violence  of  any  kind. 

Question,  As  to  the  extent  to  which  individuals  or  bands  of  negroes  interfered  with  ne- 
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groee  who  sought  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  you  can  only  say  that  you  have  heard 
occasionally  of  threat-s  being  made  gainst  them  T 

Anmcer.  One  or  two,  from  public  rumor. 

Question,  When  you  speak  of  men  of  the  democratic  party,  as  you  say,  excusing  and 
palliating  tbe  act«  of  these  Ku-Klux,  in  what  way  do  they  do  it.  and  how  do  they  ex- 
cuse and  palliate  these  acts  t  Let  the  committee  understand  fully  what  you  mean  by 
that. 

Answer.  They  do  it  by  denying  that  anything  was  done,  or  by  suggesting  that  the 
boys  were  only  on  a  frolic. 

Question.  They  deny  the  fact  T 

Answer.  They  speak  of  it  &s  if  it  was  only  a  little  spree,  or  something  of  that  kind  ; 
they  palliate  it  in  that  way,  not  as  an  organized  Ku-Klux  band,  but  just  the  boys  on  a 
spree. 

Quesiion.  And  your  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  organization,  whatever  it  may  be, 
is  based  merely  upon  rumor ;  to  what  extent  it  exists  as  an  organized  form  you  do  not 
know  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  belonged  to  it.  I  would  not  have  known  anything  about  the 
Know -Nothing  order  if  I  had  not  belonged  to  it.  That  they  have  come  into  the  city 
of  Rome  was  the  rumor,  and  the  ikct  is  notorious  that  they  have  been  and  were  in 
Rome. 

Qnesiion.  A  band  of  disguised  men  were  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Whether  thev  were  connected  With  any  other  organization  or  not,  outside 
of  the  immediate  men  who  composed  it,  you  do  not  know,  and  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing ;  have  you  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

Question.  And  whether  that  was  a  band  of  Ku-Klux,  connected  with  men  in  other 
counties,  or  merely  an  isolated  baud  of  men,  who  disguised  themselves  and  came  into 
Rome,  you  do  not  know  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  But  this  band  coming  in  there  was  in  connection  with  those  out- 
rages about  the  same  time ;  my  impression  is  that  they  probably  occurred  the  same 
night.  • 

Question.  But  whether  the  men  who  committed  these  wrongs  upon  these  two  men, 
Joe  Kennedy  and  Jourdan  Ware,  were  men  connected  with  any  other  organization  out- 
side of  your  own  county,  jou  do  not  know  f  ^ 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

Question.  You  say  that  in  your  opinion  Mr.  Toombs  and  men  of  that  sort  encouraged 
these  Ku-Klux  organizations.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Toombs  and  men  of  that 
sort  are  encouraging  the  killing  and  beating  of  men  in  violation  of  law  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  w^ish  to  be  understood  in  this  way,  that  it  was  the  general  remark 
that  that  class  of  men  favor  them,  or  if  they  do  not  favor  them,  do  not  use  any  means 
to  put  them  down.  * 

Question.  What  means  did  the  republican  men  of  Georgia,  not  in  office,  use  to  put 
them  down  T 

Answer.  They  could  not  use  any  means. 

Question.  What  power  would  private  individuals,  who  were  not  in  office,  and  who 
belonged  to  the  democratic  party,  have  to  put  them  down  f 

Ansicer.  Only  by  the  influence  of  public  sentiment. 

Question.  Only  the  same  power  that  leading  republicans  would  have,  by  speaking 
out  and  trying  to  influence  public  sentiment ;  is  not  that  all  the  chance  that  they  have  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  1  am  speaking  of  men  like  Toombs;  Toombs  cannot  hold  an  office  in  tho 
State  of  Qeorgia  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  cannot  hold  any  office  there,  State  or  Federal  T 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  can  hold  a  State  office  or  not ;  I  have  understood 
that  he  cannot  hold  a  Federal  office. 

Question.  He  canpot  take  the  oath  required  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  1  do  not  think  he  can. 

Qutstion.  Take  that  class  of  men — no  matter  how  desirous  they  may  be  to  aid  in  an 
official  capacity  to  put  down  disorders— can  they  by  any  means  have  the  ability  to  do  so  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  I  think  they  might  create  x>ublic  sentiment  to  do  it;  I  think 
men  of  that  class  might  control  the  State. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  men  who  find  themselves  by  the  laws  of  the  country 
disqualified  from  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust;  when  they  see  other  men,  who 
have  been  as  guilty  as  themselves  in  all  that  has  passed,  haNing  the  light  to  hold  these 
offices ;  when  they  see  their  own  former  slaves  having  the  right  to  hold  them,  would 
fiiel  as  kindly  toward  the  party  in  power,  which  puts  them  under  these  bans,  and  ele- 
vates their  own  slaves  over  their  heads,  and  will  not  put  them  upon  an  equalitv  with 
their  neighbors  T    Would  you  feel  so  t  u  . 

Answer,  It  is  not  natural. 
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QueiHan,  Do  not  yonr  people  there  generally  think  that  that  very  ban  put  npon 
them  tfnds  naturally,  as  you  say,  to  keep  them  from  feeling  as  kindly  towards  the 
men  iBcbo  are  administering  the  government  in  that  form,  as  they  would  feel  if  they 
were  pot  upon  an  equklity  before  the  law  with  other  people  ? 

^n^sver.  I  do  not  understand  you  exactly. 

Qtitstion.  You  say  they  would  naturally  feel  so ;  would  they  or  not  also  naturally 
fe**"!  very  much  more  disposed  to  aid  in  supporting  law  and  order  if  they  ha<l  the  same 
Ti^bt  to  occupy  official  positions  as  other  men  in  their  midst,  be  they  block  or  white  t 

Ansicer.  They  might  feel  more  kindly. 

Qt:€»tion.  Do  you  not  think  they  would  t    Put  it  to  yourself  would  you  not  ? 

^  jwtr  r.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  not  the  feeling  you  speak  of  these  men  having  a^inst  the  Government, 
as  at  present  administered,  rather  a  feeling  against  the  party  that  has  administered  it 
so  as  to  make  this  discrimination :  and  are  they  not  seeking  rather  to  change  rulers 
than  the  form  of  government  f    Is  not  that  the  feeling  f 

Answer,  My  impression  is  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  reconstruction  measures. 
They  want  a  change  in  the  laws  of  the  country ;  I  understand  the  reconstruction 
measures  to  be  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  they  want  a  change  in  those  measures. 

Question,  Those  measures  being  the  measures  which  in  great  part  deprive  them  of  an 
equal  right  with  other  people  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  not  very  many  of  your  people  in  Georgia  feel  that  your  State  adminis- 
tration has  been  conducted  very  badly  and  very  partially,  under  your  present  govern- 
ment ;  that  it  is  most  burdensome,  most  extravagant,  &c. ;  is  not  that  charged! 

Answer,  Yes,  there  is  a  charge  of  that  sort,  but  I  do  not  know  how  well  sustained. 

Question,  I  am  not  asking  that,  but  do  they  not  believe  that  there  has  been  an 
nimecessary  increase  of  expenditures  and  taxation ;  is  not  that  the  cause  of  ^eat 
complaint  among  them,  whether  well  or  ill  founded ;  is  not  that  the  belief  or  opimon  t 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  And  is  it  not  the  fact  that  your  taxation  has  greatly  increased  during  ^he 
last  three' years? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  And  you  say  there  is  a  great  deal  of  feeling  existing  against  men  in  that 
State  who  st^nd  up  and  defend  all  the  acts  of  the  dominant  party  in  Congress,  and 
the  acts  of  the  governor  anil  those  who  are  standing  by  him  t 

Answer,  I  think  there  is. 

Question,  And  so  far  as  the  General  Government  is  concerned,  you  think  that  the 
complaint  is  against  the  reconstruction  acts ;  and  so  far  as  the  State  is  concerned,  yon 
think  that  the  claim  that  there  is  maladministration  in  the  State  under  your  present 
government  is  the  ground  of  complaint;  is  not  the  burden  of  their  complaint  based 
npon  that,  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress,  and  what  they  claim  to  be  the  extrava- 
gance and  corruption  of  your  State  government  t  , 

Answer,  It  is  partly  so. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  held  any  public  meetings,  among  you  republicans,  for  in- 
stance, in  your  county,  to  organize  public  sentiment  to  put  down  these  things  ? 

Answer,  Wo,  dr. 

Question,  And  the  private  individuals  of  the  democratic  party  have  never  done  it 
either? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have,  or  not,  your  officers  of  the  law,  wherever  they  could  discover  the 
X)erpetrator8  of  these  crimes,  prosecuted  them  with  as  much  vigilance  as  usual  ? 
.  Answer,  No,  sir,  they  have.not. 

Question,  Wlio  is  your  judge  ? 

Answer,  Robert  D.  Harvey.  ^ 

Question,  Does  he  not  do  his  duty  as  such  T 

Ansfwer,  He  tries  to  do  it. 

Question.  Mr.  Forsyth  is  the  prosecuting  attorney  for  your  circuit  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  he  not  try  to  do  his  duty  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  not  yonr  sherifis  and  other  county  officials  try  to  do  it  ? 

Answer,  Whenever  they  do  not  run  counter  to  public  sentiment  they  try. 

Question,  Have  your  grand-jurors  ever  allowed  a  man  to  escape  that  they  could  iden- 
tify, who  has  committed  one  of  these  offenses  ? 

Ansiccr,  They  indict  them  so  far  as  public  sentiment  would  allow  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  case,  public  sentiment  or  no  public  sentiment,  where  they 
have  had  a  man  before  them  they  could  identify  as  the  perpetrator  of  such  a  crime, 
and  have  allowed  faim  to  escape  ?    If  so,  give  us  the  case. 

Answer.  1  think  that  persons  belonging  to  this  organization,  or  this  Ku-Klux  organ-* 
ization,  are  not  dealt  with  according  to  hiw.  *  ^ 
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QitesUon.  Do  you  know  a  case  where  they  have  heen  discovered  f 

Jn»iv€r.  They  generally  prove  themselves  somewhere  else ;  they  prove  an  oUhL 

Question.  If  they  prove  an  alibi,  to  the  satisfaction  of  yoinr  Juries,  can  they  refuse  to 
act  upon  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qaestwn.  Is  it  not  the  general  fact,  that  the  officials  and  jurors,  wherever  a  case  has 
been  made  out  fairly,  and  a  man  is  shown  to  he  guilty,  have  punished  him,  as  far  as  you 
know  T 

Anstcer.  I  think  not. 

Question,  Tell  us  of  a  case  where  they  have  allowed  a  man  to  get  away,  when  there 
was  a  fair  cose  made  out  against  him. 

Anstcer,  1  do  not  attend  the  courts  regularly ;  but  that  is  my  impression,  my  hellefl 

Question.  Yon  would  believe  Mr.  Forsyth's  statement  upon  that  subject? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  If  he  were  to  say  that  the  officials  and  Jurors  had  convicted  in  all  fair  cases, 
where  they  had  evidence  against  a  man,  would  you  believe  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  right  on  the  spot  and  I  am  not. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Georgia  f 

Answer,  Twenty  years. 

Question,  Where  did  you  reside  before  you  went  there  t 

Answer,  1  was  bom  in  1824  ;  I  am  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  resided  in  Virginia  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  resided  in  Virginia  three  years. 

Question,  Preceding  your  removal  to  Georgia  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  long  before  the  war. 

Question,  Have  you  held  any  public  position  in  the  State  of  Georgia? 

Answer,  I  am  postmaster  at  present. 

Question,  That  is  a  United  States  office?. 

Anst(^,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  never  held  any  State  office  at  all.  I  was  a  teacher  of  clas- 
sics and  mathematics  up  till  the  commencement  of  the  war.  I  was  not  connected  with 
the  war ;  I  kept  out  of  the  war. 

Question,  Were  you  connected  with  any  InstiHition  of  learning? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  position  in  a  college  ? 

Answer.  There  were  four  teachers,  or  four  professors,  that  had  charge  of  Rome  Male 
Institute  previotis  to  the  war. 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  institution  ? 

Answer,  The  "  Borne  Male  Collegiate  luntitution." 

Question,  Are  you  a  professor  in  the  college  now  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  colored  men  sit  upon  juries  in  your  State  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Are  their  names  put  in  the  jury-box  to  be  drawn  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  positively  ;  I  can  say  this,  however,  I  believe  the  list  of  jurors 
is  made  up  by  the  commissioners,  and  one  of  the  commissioners  said  that  they  were 
not  going  to  put  any  negioes  in  the  jury-boxes. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  a  colored  man  to  sit  upon  a  jury  in  the  State  of 
Gh^orgia? 

Answer.  Not  in  the  county  where  I  live,  nor  anywhere  else  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Were  these  commissioners  democrats  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  This  man  who  conversed  with  me.is  ift  democrat,  a  Union  democrat, 
that  is,  a  conservativ.e  democrat. 

Question,  Are  the  other  commissioners  dempcrats  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  who  are  the  other  commissioners ;  I  suppose  they  are. 

Question,  The  democrats  have  a  mjgority  in  the  county  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  the  commissioners  elected  by  the  people? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  they  are  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  j  I  know  they 
are  not  elected  by  the  people. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  barn-burning  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir :  none  that  I  know  of  or  recollect. 

Question.  Do  colored  people  testify  in  your  courts  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  the  case  is  one  between  white  men  ?  . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  rapes  by  colored  men  upon  white  persons  in  yonr 
county,  or  in  the  counties  around?  C^ r^r 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  have  not;  digitized  by  >^Ui 

Question,  You  say  the  Union  League  has  not  been  iaexisteniie  there  for  two  years? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  the  ootinty  officers  generally  democrats  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  all  democrats. 

Question.  Is  there  any  charge  of  corruption  against  them  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  competent  men  t 

Answer.  They  are  generally  competent  men. 

Question.  There  is  no  complaint  that  they  pnt  too  much  taxation  upon  the  people, 
more  than  the  circumstances  of  the  county  require  T 

AnsHjer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  the  colored  men  there  to  make  any  display  of  arms  T 

Answer.  In  an  organization,  or  singly  t 

Question.  I  mean  in  an  organization ;  to  meet  together  and  show  arms. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  parades  of  military  companies  of  colored  men  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  unusual  arming  of  colored  meuT 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  of  these  things  I  have  Just  been  mentioning  to  you 
alleged  as  a  cause  for  the  existence  of  this  organisation ;  the  burning  of  buildings, 
commission  of  rapes,  the  Union  League,  taxation,  corruption  in  office,  or  display  of 
arms  by  the  colored  men  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not.  Only  in  one  instance  have  I  heard  it  made  an  excuse, 
that  it  was  to  put  down  the  League,  but  no  League  exists^  and  it  has  not  existed  for 
years. 

Question.  So  that  no  such  excuse  for  Ku-Klux  is  given  in  your  region  T 

Answer.  No,  sit*. 

(Question.  Are  the  colored  people  quiet  and  orderly  ab  a  general  thing  there  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  the  most  of  them  have  always  lived  in  that  county. 

Question,  The  most  of  whom  T 

Answer.  The  most  of  the  colored  people,  and  they  feel  it  is  their  home.  They  act 
quietly  and  try  to  acquire  homes  for  themselves,  if  possible. 

Qu^ian.  Do  they  work  diligently  t 

Answer.  They  do  not  work  as  much  as  when  they  were  slaves. 

Question,  Have  the  operations  of  these  Ku-Klux  organizations  interfered  with  their 
industry  T 

Answer,  It  has  very  materially. 

Question.  Interfered  with  their  exertions  to  make  an  honest  living  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  some  of  them  have  been  driven  into  town  for  protection  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  have. 

Question.  When  an  outrage  of  this  sort,  whipping  or  anything  of  the  kind,  is  com- 
mitted upon  a  colored  man,  does  it  terrify  the  balance  in  the  yighborhood  ? 

Answer.  It  has  a  tendency  that  way.  ^ 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  colored  men  have  laid  out  of  their  houses,  in  the 
woods,  from  feart 

Answer.  These  two  have;  I  know  rumor  says  it  is  the  case  with  others. 

Question.  There  is  a  general  stat-e  of  terror  among  them  T 

Ansujer.  In  the  neighborhood  in  which  the  act  is  committed. 

Question.  Does  that  terror  tend  to  influence  them  in  their  political  action  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  keep  them  from  going  to  the  ballot-boxes  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  very  materially. 

Question.  Should  a  colored  man  announce  himself  a  democrat,  and  that  he  was  going 
to  vote  for  the  democratic  ticket,  would  he  be  in  any  danger  from  these  organiza- 
tions. 

Answer.  None,  whatever. 

Question.  Is  it  generally  understood  among  them,  that  they  can  purchase  their  peace 
and  safety  in  that  way! 

Answer.  Thoy  come  to  that  conclusion;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  understood 
amoDg  them. 

Qu^tion.  What  is  your  judgment  about  it  t 

Answer.  1  think  they  would  not  be  disturbed  at  all. 

Question.  You  thifak  they  would  not  be  disturbed,  if  they  would  do  that  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  if  they  would  vot«  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  white  men  being  whipped,  or  otherwise  outraged,  by 
this  organization  in  your  countjr^  or  in  those  around  you  T 

Answer.  Only  by  rumor  have  1  heard  of  white  men  being  whipped.      C^  r^r\n]o 

Question.  You  have  learned  that  from  rumor!  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  the  rumors  contradicted  f 
Answer,  I  oever  have. 
Question,  Were  the  rumors  common  f 
Anstcer,  No,  sir,  not  common. 

Question,  I  do  not  mean  whether  it  was  common  for  such  things  to  occur,  but  whether 
the  rumor  in  regard  to  any  one  of  these  occurrences  was  a  common  rumor  Y 
Answer,  You  mean  a  general  rumor  t 
Question,  Yes  j  and  you  have  not  heard  that  contradicted  t 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Does  that  rumor  refer  to  more  than  one  case  of  outrage  upon  white  persons} 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  does  or  not. 

Question,  Was  the  white  man,  said  to  have  been  outraged,  a  democrat  or  a  republican  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  positively,  but  my  impression  is  that  they  do  not  outrage  those 

who  vote  as  they  do,  and  I  think  the  organization  is  generally  composed  of  those  in 

the  democratic  party.    I  do  not  know  of  any  one  belonging  to  the  republican  party 

who  belongs  to  tJiat  organization. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  a  rumor  that  a  democrat  was  outraged  by  this  organi- 
zation ? 
Answer.  Not  for  political  purposes,  I  have  not. 

Question,  If  yon  have  an  instance  in  your  mind,  for  any  purpose,  let  us  know  what 
its. 

Answer,  I  am  not  positive  as  to  every  instance  being  a  republican  and  to  there  being 
no  democrat ;  bat  the  general  impression  is  that  they  belonged  to  the  opposite  party  T 
Question,  Have  you  in  your  mind  a  single  instance  where  it  was  said  it  was  a  dem- 
ocrat who  was  outraged  f 
Answer,  No,  sir  ;  I  have  not  a  single  instance  in  my  mind. 

•  Question,  What  is  the  general  impression,  among  the  intelligent  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, from  every  source  of  information  that  has  come  to  you ;  from  your  general 
view  of  the  surroundings,  what  is  your  judgment,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  organization ; 
whether  it  is  a  State  organization  or  simply  local  t 

Answer.  1  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  there  is  a  State  organization,  but  the 
presumption  is  that  there  must  be  such,  because  they  commit  depredations  in  nearly 
all  the  counties  throughout  the  State. 
Qwestion.  You  have  heard  of  outrages  committed  at  a  distance  T 
Answer.  1  have  heard  of  them. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  surrounding  circumstances  under  which  they  were 
committed  ? 
Answer,  Some  of  them;  yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  thei*e  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  operation  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  generally  disguised  T 
Ansujer,  Generally  in  disguise ;  yes,  sir. 
Question.  Was  there  any^  uniformity  in  the  disguise  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  they  generally  wear  a  white  dress  of  some  kind 
or  other. 

Question,  At  the  time  the  outrages  were  committed  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Committed  by  men  in  bands  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Upon  the  same  class  of  citizens  T 
Answer.  Generally  upon  the  colored  people. 

Question,  Is  it  upon  that  uniformity  that  you  base  the  idea  that  there  must  be  some 
concert  of  action  between  the  various  points  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  you  were  speaking  of  those  who  apologized  for  or  attempted  to  palliate 
these  acts,  and  as  having  characterized  them  as  being  a  spree  of  the  boysf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  what  they  say ;  the  opposite  party  try  to  paiUate  it'  in  that 
way,  or  say  there  is  no  such  thiuj^. 

Question,  You  mean  to  belittle  it,  to  take  from  its  apparent  importance  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  the  idea  I  want  to  convey  by  my  answer ;  that  they  repre- 
sent it  was  a  spree  of  the  boys ;  that  it  did  not  amount  to  anything. 

Question.  That  is,  those  who  are  in  sympathy  with  it,  or  are  fearful  to  take  any 
decided  stand  against  it  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  comes  from  that  quarter. 

Question.  Would  that  seem  to  indicate  to  you  that  there  was  a  desire  that  It  should 
not  be  considered  a  general  organization  in  the  State  t 
Answer.  A  desire  on  the  part  of  those  palliating  itf 
Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  would  not  make  that  impression  upon  me.  , ,    (^QQalp 
Question.  It  would  make  the  impression  that  they  wanted  uimateS;  appear  as  not 
general  organization  f 
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Answer.  That  it  was  local ;  a  spree  of  the  bojrs  T 

Question,  Not  a  general  organization  throughout  the  State  t 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  spoke  of*  ahle  men  j  I  think  you  mentioned  Mr.  Toomb's  name ;  you 
said  you  thought  they  had  not  done  as  much  as  they  could  to  put  this  dowu^  and  you 
were  asked  if  they  could  hold  any  official  position  by  which  they  could  put  it  down. 
In  your  jud^ent,  how  much  influence  could  they  exercise  upon  it  without  holding 
official  positions;  could  they  control  itf 

Answer,  General  Toombs,  with  his  powerful  intellect,  with  the  influence  he  has  iu 
the  State,  and  having  been  connected  with  State  and  national  politics  for  a  yery  long 
time,  with  his  particular  line  of  politics,  could  control  it,  independent  of  any  official 
position,  or  any  support  of  law. 

Question,  Are  there  other  men  such  as  Mr.  Toombs,  who  could  aid  him  very  much  T 

Anst&er.  Yes,  sir ;  I  only  spoke  of  him  as  one  man.  I  do  not  want  to  cast  any 
reflection  upon  him  at  all ;  I  speak  with  the  highest  respect  of  his  abilities. 

Question,  Name  some  other  persons  who  could  operate  with  him  f 

Answer,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Linton  Stephens,  General  John  B.  Gordon,  and  Gen- 
eral Alfred  Colquhit. 

QuesHan.  Are  they  all  leading  democrats  in  that  State  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question,  Do  they  act  together  politically  f 

insurer.  Yes,  sir ;  under  the  lead  of  the  democracy ;  they  may  havjB  different  dis- 
tinctive i>er8onal  views.  I  speak  of  these  gentlemen  because  of  their  weight  and 
influence  in  the  State ;  not  as  being  connected  with  the  organization,  because  I  do  not 
know  that  they  are  connected  in  any  manner  or  form  with  it ;  but  they  have  power 
and  influence  politically  over  the  State. 

Qu^tion,  You  mean  they  are  of  that  class  of  men  who  have  influence  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questi&n,  What  could  they  do  to  put  this  organization  down;  in  your  opinion  what 
shoold  they  do  f 

Answer,  I  think  all  that  is  necessary  for  them  to  do  would  be  to  issue  an  edict. 

Question,  You  think  an  order  of  that  sort  from  them  would  be  obeyed  by  the  Klaa  T 

Answer,  I  think  it  would  have  such  an  influence  upon  the  whites  of  the  State  that 
it  would  check  its  progress,  and  probably  lead  them  to  abandon  the  whole  thing. 

Questian.  Have  the  republicans  denounced  it  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  opposed  it  as  much  as  they  could. 

Questian,  Have  the  democrats  generally  done  so  T 

Anstcer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Suppose  this  class  of  men  of  whom  yon  have  been  speaking  were  to  denounce 
it  in  the  unmeasured  terms  which  you  believe  it  deserves,  and  do  so  publicly,  would 
it  probal>ly  cause  it  to  cease  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  would  bring  peace  and  harmony  to  the  State. 

Question,  Have  they  shown  any  disposition  to  do  that  f  Have  you  ever  heard  of 
their  doing  it  on  any  occasion  f 

Answer,  Some  of  the  individuals  I  have  mentioned  may  have  done  it  privately,  but 
I  know  of  no  published  or  written  document  coming  from  any  of  them,  or  from  all  of 
them,  to  that  effect. 

Question,  Would  not  palliation  from  such  a  source  have  a  tendency  to  encourage 
these  things  ? 

Answer,  It  would  have ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  the  leading  men  of  your  State  characterize  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Klau  as  a  species  of  wild  justice,  justified  to  some  extent  by  the  cii*- 
cmnstances  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  to  me  persoiially ;  I  have  not  heard  any  expression  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  their  characterizing  it  in  terms  that  amounted  substan- 
tially to  that ;  any  of  the  leading  men  of  the  State  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

Question,  Have  ypu  seen  any  such  thing  in  the  public  prints  of  the  State  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  your  connection  now. 

Question,  I  mean  have  you  seen  or  known  the  public  prints  of  the  State  to  speak  of 
it  as  a  species  of  wild  justice,  rendered  necessary  by  the  circumstances  surrounding 
tbo  condition  of  afiairst 

Answer,  I  have ;  I  think  I  can  get  the  papers  if  yoa  wish  them. 

Qttestion.  .They  have  treated  it  m  that  way  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  the  public  press  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  these  papers  democratic  1  (^  ] 

Answer,  YeSf  sir.  Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 

Question,  Did  the  republican  papers  speak  of  it  in  that  way  t 
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Answer,  No,  sir;  they  denounced  it. 

Question.  Did  they  denoaiice  it  as  an  oHtrage  and  a  crime  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Such  publications  in  the  pnhlic  press  must  have  some  effect  upon  the  men 
engaged  in  this  thing ;  has  it  the  effect  to  encourage  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  materially. 

Question,  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  these  men  would  encom^e  acts  of  murder,  or 
that  they  would  justify  an  act  of  murder  ? 

Ansicer.  Who,  the  public  prints  f 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer,  No ;  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Question,  Yon  think  they  might  condemn  some  of  the  extravaf^ances  of  which  the 
organization  was  guilty,  but  when  they  speak  of  it,  you  mean  in  general  terms  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  general  terma 

Question,  In  general  terms  they  encourage  it  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  -       ' 

Question.  Suppose  it  should  be  known  or  alleged,  with  the  probability  of  proof,  that 
a  colored  man  had  been  whipped  for  insolence,  or  for  using  violent  or  perhaps  provoke 
ing  language  to  a  white  man,  how  tvould  the  whipping  of  nim  by  this  organization  be 
regard^ ;  as  justifiable  ? 

Answer.  As  perfectly  right. 

Question,  Yon. think  the  scourging  of  colored  men  for  alleged  offenses,  not .  for  real 
violation  of  the  criminal  laws  of  the  State,  would  be  justified  or  apologized  for  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  they  would  be  disposed  to  apologize ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
as  a  general  thing  they  woidd  justify  it. 

Question,  Have  the  victims  of  these  outrages  generally  had  some  crimes  alleged 
against  them,  by  the  men  who  committed  the  outrages  upon  them ;  did  they  g^eraUy 
trump  up  some  charge  of  crime  against  their  victim  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  most  generally  gave  some  excuse. 

Question,  Is  that  universally  the  case  t 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  nniversally  the  case ;  I  think  they  sometimes 
come  along  and  do  it  without  anj'  apology  at  all. 

Question,  Is  it  your  judgment  that  the  purpose  of  this  or^nization  was  directed  to 
nullify  the  practical  effect  of  the  recofistruction  policy  <m  Congress,  in  conferring 
rights  upon  the  colored  people  T 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  That  is,  that  though  the  law  might  stand  conferring  the  right,  they  m<an 
to  prevent  its  exercise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  yon  refer  to  the  right  of  6uffi*age. 

Question.  And  in  that  way  nullify  the  practical  effect  of  the  law  T 

Answer.  That  appears  to  me  to  be  their  design. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  a  leading  design  of  the  organization  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  one  of  the  leading  designs ;  the  other  is  to  get  into  power  and 
place,  and  toget  the  Government  into  their  own  hands. 

Question.  Would  not  that  be  a  very  efficient  means  to  get  the  Government  into  their 
own  hands  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  K  the  colored  people  could  be  kept  from  the  ballot-boxes,  so  that  the  white 
people  of  the  State  would  have  entire  control,  would  they  willingly  confer  upon  the 
colored  people  the  rights  and  privileges  which  were  conferred  upon  them  by  the  recon- 
struction policy  of  Congress  t 

Answer.  I  think  fhcy  would  not. 

Question.  You  think  they  would  not  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  said^that  those  who  were  disposed  to  defend  the  reconstruction  policy 
of  Congress,  and  the  conferring  of  these  privileges  upon  the  colored  race,  had  a  violent 
opposition  manifested  against  them,  bnd  that  they  were  not  entirely  safe  in  some  local- 
ities in  expressing  these  opinions  in  strong  language  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  1  understood  Mr.  Beck,  when  he  put  the  question  to  you,  to  ask  whether, 
if  they  defended  all  th6  acts  of  the  party  in  power,  both  in  the  State  and  National 
Government,  there  was  not  opposition  to  them  ;  I  call  attention  to  the  words,  "  Would 
there  be  opposition  and  danger  to  their  expressing  their  opinions,  even  if  they  did  not 
defend  every  act  ?"  Suppose  they  defendea  the  main  policy  of  Congress,  and  the  main 
policy  of  the  State  administration ;  that  is,  declared  themselves  republicans,  and  at- 
tempted to  make  republican  speeches ;  do  you  think  thoy  would  then  go  unmolested  t 

Answer.  I  think  they  would  be  disturbed  in  some  way,  cither  by  reproachful  words 
or  abuse. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  that  they  must  defend  all  that  has  been  done  to  render 
themselves  subject  to  such  disturbances  t 
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Afi»tcer,  No,  sir.  '    * 

Quesium.  You  were  asked  if  the  republieacs  bad  held  any  meetiogsto  turn  public  atten- 
tion aeainst  these  orgauizations.  What  effect  would  a  public  meeting  of  the  republi- 
cans  of  that  State  produce  upon  such  an  organization  t 

Answer.  No  good  effect,  and  it  might  encourage  them  to  treat.the  republicans  worse; 
we  would  have  to  submit  quietly  in  order  to  ffive  no  offense. 

Qu^UatL  Suj^pose  the  republicans  should  liold  an  indignation  meeting  and  pass 
strong  denunciatory  resolutions  gainst  this  organization  and  against  its  proceedings; 
would  it  produce  any  good  effect  in  suppressing  it  T 

Answer,  None  whatever. 

Question,  Would  the  effect  be  rather  the  other  way  T 

Answer,  They  would  get  the  malediction  and  abuse  of  the  papers  there. 

Questhn.  For  doing  so  f 

Answer,  Tea. 

Qwaiian,  Is  that  the  reason  why  the  republican  party  is  powerless  T 

Answer,  Mainly  so. 

Question.  Have  you  any  carpet-baggers  in  your  section  of  the  country,  as  that  term 
is  generally  understood  f  men  who  have  gone  down  there  since  the  war  and  held  ofiL- 
eiiS  positions  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  of  any.  ^ 

Question.  There  is  no  carpet-bagger  t^ere,  as  such,  who  holds  an  office  in  that  county  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.    They  call  me  one,  but  I  have  been  there  twenty-three  years. 

Question,  I  do  not  mean  that  exactly.  I  mean  those  who  have  gone  down  there  since 
the  war. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  of  that  sort. 

Questuhi.  Suppose  those  who  are  called  the  better  class  of  the  community,  the  white 
men  who  have  position  and  property,  were  zealous  in  their  efforts  to  ferret  out  aud 
detect  these  offenders,  would  they  be  likely  to  succeed  in  bringing  many  of  them  to 
justice  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  the  community  would  not  be  able,  even  the  best  portion  of  it,  to 
do  so? 

Ansujer.  I  do  not  think  at  this  time  there  is  moral  force  enough  in  the  community  to 
put  it  down. 

Question,  You  dn  not  think  there  is  moral  force  enough  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Suppose  the  great  body  of  men  of  property  and  influence  would  set  their 
&ce8  against  it  f 

Answer.  Then  it  would  be  just  as  I  said,  that  the  prominent  men  in  the  State  I  have 
mentioned  could  do  it. 

Question,  You  were  questioned  rather  closely  in  regard  to  the  grand  juries,  and  asked 
if  you  knew  any  instance  where  they  alio  wed  a  man  to  escape  against  whom  the  proof 
was  plain,  and  you  were  unable  to  give  an  instance.  Still  you  seemed  to  think  that 
the  grand  juries  were  not  doing  t^ir  duty  entirely,  because  of  public  sentiment  to  the 
contrary,  you  said. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Now  let  me  ask  you  if  yon  believe  the  grand  juries,  as  a  general  thing,  do 
midEe  that  diligent  inquiry  which  their  duty  requires  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  do  not.  One  grand  jury  in  their  presentment  charged  these 
outrages  upon  the  people  of  Floyd,  and  tried  to  do  what  they  could  to  bring  it  before 
the  court;  they  did  that  the  first  week.  The  second  week  another  jury  brought  in  a 
different  state  of  things.  The  first  one  was  greatly  condemned,  because  they  brought 
out  things  that  were  true  and  injurious,  and  tried  to  suppress  this  violence. 

Question,  That  jury  reported  these  things  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir;  the  first  juiy  did. 

Question,  What  was  said  of  that  jury  for  doing  ItT 

Answer,  The  public  prints  took  it  in  hand  and  condemned  them. 

Question.  (Condemned  them  for  exposing  it  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuOftion,  Why  did  they  say  it  should  not  be  exposed ;  that  it  was  a  disgrace  to  the 
eountry,  or  anything  of  that  sort  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  tried  to  palliate  it  or  excuse  it. 

Question,  What  did  the  next  jury  do  f 

Answer,  They  tried  to  excuse  it  too. 

Questi^m.  They  followed  the  tone  of  pubUo  sentimexit  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  what  you  mean  by  the  grand  jury  following  public  sentiment  t 

Answer.  'Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  the  course  taken  by  the  papers  tend  to  make  the  jury  less  diligent  in 
inquiring  into  and  ferreting  out  such  offenses  f 
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AiMiDer.  Altogether  80. 

Question,  And  you  think  the  reason  why  the  grand  Jniy  did  not  exert  themselYee  eo^ 
ficiently  to  find  out  these  tilings  was  because  of  the  public  sentiment  that  surroaDded 
themf 

Ansuftr,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  alibis  being  proved.  Is  it  common  there  for  those  charged 
with  Ku-Klux  outrages  to  get  off  upon  proving  an  alibi  ? 

Answer,  They  feel  very  secure  in  getting  off  m  that  way. 

Question,  Might  not  the  grand  jury,  by  being  easy  in  their  belief  of  such  prooi^.  plausi- 
bly release  parties  that  ought  not  to  be  released  ?    * 

Ansxcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  so. 

Question,  Do  you  think  your  grand  Juries  have  practiced  upon  that  principle  f 

Answer,  I  am  under  the  impression  that  our  jury  did  in  this  same  county.  Mr.  Beck 
asked  me  if  I  knew  of  a  single  instance.  I  was  not  attending  court  and  I  do  not  kno^w 
positively,  but  the  general  impression  was  on  the  street  that  two  men  killed  a  colored 
man  in  town.  They  were  brought  before  the  court  and  they  proved  their  presence  some- 
where else.    Men  did  not  appear  to  testify  against  them. 

Question.  Is  there  stich  a  state  of  intimidation  among  witnesses  a«  to  interfere  with  the 
action  of  the  grand  jury  T 

Answer,  To  some  extent  I  think  it  is  so. 

Question.  Are  the  parties  who  are  outraged  generally  afraid  to  go  and  tell  it ;  to  make 
it  known  in  official  quarters  f 

Answer,  Persons  who  are  outraged  are  afraid  to  give  information. 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  many  persons  have  been  outraged  in  your  county 
who  have  kept  it  a  secret  f  ^ 

Answer,  I  think  there  are  some. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  these  men,  when  they  commit  outrages,  threaten 
further  and  more  violent  outrages  upon  the  parties  if  they  make  it  known  f  Is  that  the 
rumor  T 

Answer,  That  is  the  rumor. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  the  rumor  contradicted  f 

Answer,  I  never  have.  ' 

Q^uestion,  Is  that  rumor  general  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  prevalence  of  such  a  rumor  uncontradicted  likely" to  intimidate  wit- 
nesses and  lead  them  not  to  make  their  grievances  known  to  the  grand  jury  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  has  that  kind  of  influence. 

Question.  You  think,  then,  all  these  things  are  a  bar  to  a  full  and  proper  administration 
of  public  justice,  in  regard  to  this  class  of  offenses  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  what  the  remedy  for  that  would  be  t  Is  there 
anything  that  this  National  Government  could  do  to  remedy  it  T 

Answer,  Sometimes  I  think  that  general  amnesty  might  do  it ;  but  I  am  not  sure 
whether  it  would  or  not.  Our  people  are  so  rebellious  that  I  do  not  know  what  would 
reconcile  them. 

Question,  Do  you  not  believe  that  what  is  commonly  called  general  amnesty  would 
have  a  tendency  that  way  f 

Answer,  It  would  have  a  veiy  great  tendency,  if  you  gave  up  the  Government  to 
them,  and  let  them  exercise  its  functions. 

Question,  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? 

Answer,  Pardon  them,  and  give  them  official  positions. 

Question,  You  mean  that  if  these  leading  democrats  were  placed  in  office  and  given 
control  of  everything  it  would  have  a  go^  effect  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  on  them. 

Question,  Suppose  they  had  simply  the  benefits  of  a  general  amnesty,  had  their  Usa- 
bilities removed,  but  by  the  colored  vote  were  still  kept  out  of  office,  would  that  help 
the  matter  T 

Answer,  This  question  I  have  not  studied  fuUy.  At  one  time  I  thonght  it  might  be 
the  best  thing  for  the  Government  to  pass  a  law  of  general  amnesty  ;  but  then  at  other 
times  I  feared  that  there  was  so  little  love  for  the  Government  that  it  would  not  do 
much  good  ;  so  I  have  not  come  to  any  positive  conclusion  on  the  subject. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  the  recent  law  of  Congress,  known  as  the  Ku- 
Klux  law,  supplemented  by  the  President's  i)roclamation,  on  that  sn^ect  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  less  disturbance  since  then. 

Question.  You  think  the  effect  has  been  good  t 

Ansvoer.  Perhaps  it  has. 

Question,  Do  you  know  Mr.  Forsyth,  who  has  been  here  to-day  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Qjuestion.  Isheaman  of  stdndingandohaiacterT  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  stands  quite  welL  o 
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QueaHon,  Is  he  a  man  of  intellect  and  sound  judgment  t 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  a  man  of  &ir  intellect  and  fair  judgment,  and  I  consider  him  a 
tmthfnl  man. 
Queitiotu  Have  you  ever  heard  anything  against  his  character  f 
Answer,  Never ;  he  has  lived  in.our  city  only  two  or  three  years. 
Question,  Are  his  social  standing  and  surroundings  good  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  his  family  ana  connections  are  all  good. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Queslion.  There  is  Judge  Wright  here  from  your  town  as  a  witness ;  does  he  belong 
to  the  same  category  of  men  as  Toombs  and  Stephens,  and  would  you  rank  him  with 
the  same  class  of  men  t 

Anstcer.  1  think  Judge  Wright  would  have  a  great  deal  of  influence  in  reconciling 
these  things. 

QuestUm,  He  is  a  man  who  is  under  disabilities? 

Answer,  He  says  he  has  President  Lincoln's  pardon ;  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Blaui  : 
Question.  That  does  not  remove  his  disabilities,  does  itf 
Answer,  I  think  he  is  somewhat  in  doubt  himself. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Is  he  a  man  very  active  in  politics  T    Does  he  talk  a  ^at  deal  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  man  who  has  had  a  great  deal  of  influence.  He  was  d 
Douglas  democrat  before  the  war,  and  it  required  a  great  deal  of  nerve  to  be  a  Bell 
and  Everett  man  or  a  Douglas  man  then,  and  he  was  bold  in  hisadvocacy  of  Douglas. 

Questioti,  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  United  States  Congress  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  .  • 

Question,  And  he  was  a  member  of  the  confederate  congress  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  had  a  legion  in  the  confederate  service  known  as  Wright's 
legion. 

Question.  It  was  named  after  himt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  went  into  active  service,  though  it  was  organ- 
ized. 

Question.  What  ground  does  he  take  about  these  Kn-Klux  outrages  f  Does  he  con- 
demn them  or  apologize  for  them  f 

Answer.  It  has  been  more  of  apolo^  than  anything  else. 

Question.  He  has  been  counsel  for  them,  when  there  have  been  any  prosecuted  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  has  been  in  two  or  three  instances — in  two  that  I  have  in  mind — 
in  the  case  of  the  negro  who  was  killed  in  town. 

Question,  Do  you  happen  to  know  anything  about  a  transaction  where  a  man,  who 
was  taken  up  for  one  of  these  outrages  and  committed  to  jail,  was  rescued  f 

Answer.  That  was  in  the  a^oining  county.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  T  Was  he 
rescued  from  the  military  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer,  That  was  in  Chattooga  County. 

Question,  The  county  adjoining  yours  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  A  man  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  participating  in  one  of  these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  being  a  leader  I  think,  and  the  case  was  reported  to  General 
ferry,  and  he  sent  a  squad  of  soldiers  up  there,  probably  a  company,  and  they  arrested 
tiie  man  and  put  him  in  prison. 

Question,  Was  there  some  application  made  to  the  former  judge  T 

Answer,  Judge  F.  A.  Kirby  was  then  acting. 

Question.  What  was  this  application  to  Judge  Kirby  to  discharge  this  man  ? 

Answer.  They  went  to  Judge  Kirby's  house  and  demanded  the  release  of  this  man. 

Question.  An  armed  body  of  men  ? 

Answ<n;  Yes,  sir ;  the  man  had  been  taken  by  the  Union  soldiers  and  put  in  prison, 
and  they  went  to  the  judge. 

Question.  They — who  f 

Answer.  This  organized  band,  this  ^sguised  band,  the  Ku-Klux,  generally  known  as 
the  Ku-Klux. 
•  Question.  How  large  a  force  was  there  of  them  t 

Answer,  Judge  Kirby  told  me  that  they  ranged  between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and 
three  hundred ;  that  was  his  conclusion.  His  wife  was  then  very  sick  with  consump- 
tion, about  dying,  and  he  pleaded  with  them  to  be  allowed  to  remain  home  with  his  wife, 
but  tbey  woiild  not  hear  to  his  pleading  at  all.  ^ 

Question.  What  did  they  want  the  judge  to  do  t 

Answer.  They  wanted  that  he  should  by  some  manner  of  means  get*  this  man  out  of 
prison.  They  gave  him  a  brief  time  to  make  up  his  mind.'  He  went  in  the  dead  hour 
€f  the  night  and  had  an  interview  with  the  officer ;  that  is  my  recollection ;  and  pleaded 
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that  it  was  for  his  life  that  he  desired  the  man  released  and  f^iyen  pp  to  this  band, 
there  being,  as  he  believed,  three  hundred  armed  Kn-Klox  men  on  one  side,  and  on  the 
other  side  thirty  soldiers;  and  they  yielded  to  his  wish. 

Question,  They  threatened  to  take  the  man  away  by  force,  if  not  given  np  t 

Answo'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  officer  in  command  of  these  thirty  soldiers  did  give  np  the  mao  f 

Afistver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Judge  Wright  say  anything  about  that  transaction  t 

Answer,  I  heard  him  denounce  it  as  wrong,  but  he  thought  as  they>;ould  not  release 
the  prisoner  in  any  other  way,  as  he  supposed,  he  rather  justified  the  taking  of  this 
man  from  the  hands  of  the  military. 

Question,  How  long  ago  was  that  transaction  ? 

Answer,  It  was  last  year  some  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  say  Judge  Wright  both  denouuced  it  and  justified  it  ? 

Answer,  He  denounced  it  so  far  as  the  treatment  of  Judge  Kir  by  was  concerned.  Ha 
did  not  like  the  treatment  of  Judge  Kirby,  who  is  connected  with  Judge  Wright  by 
marriage,  in  some  way  or  other. 

By  die  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  It  was  their  conduct  to  Judge  Kirby  that  he  found  fault  with  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  as  they  would  not  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  I  think  he 
justified  their  taking  the  man  urom  the  military. 

Question,  He  justified  their  taking  the  man  away  by  force  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  on  that  ground. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  And  had  not  these  soldiers  in  fact  gone  np  there  and  taken  this  man  out  of 
his  bed  at  ni^ht  without  any  charge  against  iiim,  and  refused  to  tell  what  charge,  if 
any,  they  had  against  him  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  What  was  the  man's  name  f 

Answer,  Tnat  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question,  Do  you  not  remember  the  fact  that  they  did  take  him  from  his  bed  at  night 
and  refused  to  tell  him  why  he  was  arrested,  or  said  that  they  did  not  know  j  and  wsa 
that  tiiey  re'iused  to  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  refused  to  state  any  sort  of 
ground  for  his  arrest,  and  that  Judge  Wright  thought  that  they,  too,  had  acted  wrong 
as  well  as  the  Ku-Klux  fellows  f 

Answer,  My  recollection  is  that  he  was  taken  at  night,  but  I  do  not  know  all  about 
the  circumstances. 

Question,  Was  not  this  the  general  idea  that  Judge  Wright  had,  that  these  fellows 
had  arrested  the  man  without  a  warrant ;  had  confined  him  without  intimation  of  the 
charge  against  him ;  had  refused  to  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  had  refused  to  give 
up  control  of  the  man ;  and  therefore  they  were  wrong  in  holding  him;  and  that  these 
disguised  men  were  equally  wrong  in  d6iug  what  they  did  to  Judge  Kirby  f 

Anstoer.  That  is  about  what  I  said  in  substance.  ' 

Question.  Was  it  not  generally  understood  there  that  General  Terry  was  made  abso- 
lute commander  of  your  district  by  the  President  and  General  Sherman,  with  absolute 
power,  and  against  the  law  of  Congress  itself? 

Austcer.  I  (to  not  know  about  that. 

Question.  Was  it  not  generally  believed  that  they  had  usurped  authority  under  pre- 
tense of  the  act  of  December,  1869,  when,  in  fact,  there  was  no  authority  o^  that  kind  ? 
Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  feeling  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  some  feeling.   • 

Question.  Did  not  General  Terry  remove  judicial  officials  elected  by  the  people  and 
put  in  other  men  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  an  instance. 

Question.  Do  you  not  remeqiber  that  he  removed  a  judge  of  one  of  your  courts,  a 
republican,  Mr.  Wetmore,  or  some  such  name  as  that  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  recollect  that  instance. 

Question,  Did  he  not  organize  the  legislature  of  Georgia  by  putting  Harris,  a  railroad 
employ €,  in  the  chair,  and  doiu^  pretty  much  as  he  pleased  by  militar^*^  authority  for  a 
while  i  And  was  not  that  considered  high-handed  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  military  officers ;  was  not  that  the  way  the  people  felt  in  Georgia  t 

Answer.  That  is  the  way  members  of  the  legislature  expressed  themselves. 

Question,  Did  not  all  the  people  who  knew  anything  about  it  feel  in  that  way  T  .  Did 
you  ever  hear  any  republican  contend  that  under  the  act  of  Congress  either  the  Presi- 
dent or  General  Terry  had  the  right  to  do  the  things  they  did ;  to  arrest  men,  to  sus- 
pend the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  to  do  what  they  did  ao  with  their  soldiers  in  the 
>reconsteuction  of  Georgia  ?  ^ 
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Am»wer,  I  h&vfi  never  heard  them  express  their  opinion. 

Queatian.  Was  not  this  man  taken  by  General  Terry's  soldiers  when  GeneraU  Terry 
was  assuming  to  act  as  the  military  commander  of  that  district  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  After  the  constitution  of  Georgia  had  been  adopted  t 

Jnswer.  Yes^  sir. 

Question,  And  after  the  legislature  of  Georgia  was  organized  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiitm.  And  did  not  other  lawyers,  as  well  as  Judge  Wright,  condemn  and  denounce 
tb^  usurpation  of  the  military  in  so  arresting  men,  and  refusing  to  allow  them  to  be 
tried  before  civil  court*  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  any  others  than  Judge  Wri^t  say  so. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  What  was  the  man  charged  with  who  was  arrested  by  the  soldiers  T 

Answer,  My  impression  is  that  he  was  char^^ed  with  being  one  of  a  band  who  shot 
at  or  beat  some  negroes ;  I  do  not  know  the  circumstances  in  detaiL 

Question,  Was  he  charged  with  being  a  member  of  a  disguised  party  who  did  that  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  charged  with  Eu-Elux  outrages  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Was  that  charge  ever  filed  in  any  court  anywhere,  by  anybody  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  ever  tiled.  It  was  reported  to  General  Terry, 
and  he  sent  his  officer  and  some  soldiers  up  there  nud  had  the  man  arrested. 

Qu£sUon,  Is  it  a  fact  that  a  band  of  disguised  men  did  commit  such  an  outrage  upon 
the  negroes  there  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  rumor ;  I  do  not  know  about  the  truth  of  it;  I  was  not  pres- 
ent there,  but  it  was  generally  conceded  to  be  so. 

Question,  Did  anyb^y  deny  that  there  had  been  such  an  outrage  committed  by  a 
disguised  bandt 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  denied  by  any  man. 

Question,  What  were  the  circumstances  surrounding  that  outrage  f 

Answer,  That  was  twenty-five  miles  away  from  my  nome. 

Question.  What  did  they  do,  as  you  understood  T 

Answer,  They  went  to  the  house  of  Ben.  Taylor,  a  colored  man,  who  was  farming; 
ho  had  the  superin tendency  of  his  former  owner's  place,  and  was  endeavoring  to  make 
a  crop.  That  was  one  of  the  persons ;  the  other  man's  name  was  McHenry,  a  Meth- 
odist preacher. 

Question,  Was  he  a  colored  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  both  of  these  men  were  colored  men.  My  impression  is  that  it  was 
said  they  shot  at  Ben.  Taylor  five  or  six  times. 

Question.  At  his  own  house  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  on  his  former  master's  place.  I  have  this  report  from  Mr.  F.  C. 
Taylor  himself,  the  owner  of  the  place. 

Question,  Was  that  at  night  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  men  disguised  who  did  it  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  men  were  all  disguised. 

Question,  What  number  were  there  of  them  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  recollect  now  the  nnuiber ;  it  was  done  last  year  some  time.  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  owner  of  the  ])lantation,  report<)d  it  to  General  Terry,  and  when  he  returned 
they  sent  a  communication  to  him  warning  hiui  not  to  remain  at  his  home.  He  went 
to  the  civil  courts  and  could  ^et  no  redress,  and  the  advice  was  for  him  to  go  to  the 
militanr,  and  upon  thatcomplamt  and  thecomplaint  of  James  McHenry,  a  colored  man, 
this  oruer  was  issued  by  General  Terry,  commanding  his  troops  to  go  to  Summerville 
and  arre«t  such  persons  as  were  made  known  to  them  in  connection  with  this  outrage. 
Among  that  number  was  this  man  who  was  arrested  at  night  and  put  in  prison. 

Q^ustion.  What  else  did  they  do  f  . 

Answer.  They  did  other  things,  but  I  cannot  recollect  what. 

Question.  Was  anybody  shot  or  struck  t 

Answer,  These  colored  men  were  shot  at,  and  they  made  their  escape. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  Shot  at  by  the  troops  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  shot  at  by  the  Ku-Klux,  and  the  troops  arrested  one  of  the  Klan 
rocogniased  to  be  the  leader. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  I  was  asking  what  else  the  Ku-Klux  did  t 
Answer,  They  made  an  attack  upon  Ben.  Taylor's  house  andRii^l^J 
these  men  were  both  colored  men,  and  were  quite  inflaeotiftl  men. 


64  CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Question.  Were  they  republicans  T 

Anauxr.  Yes,  sir,  they  were  republicans.  They  got  James  McHenry,  aud  beat  him  and 
beat  one  of  his  sons.  They  shot  at  Ben.  Taylor,  and  Ben.  fired  back  upon  them  and 
made  his  escape.  Then  Mr.  F.  C.  Taylor  came  to  Rome,  to  see  if  something  could  be 
done. 

Question.  Is  he  a  white  man  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  the  owner  of  the  plantation,  a  fine,  large  plantation. 

Question,  Is  he  a  republican  f 

Ansujer,  He  is  neutral ;  rather  inclined  to  be  a  republican ;  a  Union  man. 
*     Question.  Was  this  man  who  was  under  arrest,  and  who  was  rescued,  implicated  by 
witnesses  f 
^    Answer.  He  was  implicated  by  Ben.  Taylor  an.d  James  McHenry. 

Question,  Did  they  say  they  recognized  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  so  reported  to  General  Terry,  and  upon  that  report  and  upon 
the  order  of  General  Terry  tne  man  was  arrested. 

Question.  Did  they  make  affidavit  of  the  fact  t 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  must  have  done  so,  or  Greneral  Terry  would  not  have  acted 
upon  their  information. 

Question.  Was  this  man  who  was  under  arrest  by  the  soldiers  said  to  be  a  leader  of 
this  gang? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  others  arrested  besides  him  by  the  soldiers  T 

Aiutwer.  TAy  recollection  is  that  they  arrested  him  alone. 

Question.  What  has  become  of  the  man  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  in  the  county  now  or  not  T 

QuesUon.  Do  you  know  whether  he  left  the  county  after  his  release  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  he  did  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Was  not  the  man  named  Etheridge  who  was  arrested  by  the  military? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  my  recollection. 


Washinqton,  T>.  C,  July  11,  187L 
GEORGE  P.  BURNETT  sworn  and  examined: 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  t 
Answer.  My  home  at  present  is  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 
Ansu}er.  1  have  lived  in  Atlanta  about  eighteen  months. 
Question.  Where  did  you  reside  before  that  time  T 
Answer,  In  Rome,  Georgia. 
Question.  Were  you  born  in  Georgia  T 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  Tennessee. 

Question.  How  many  years  have  you  lived  in  Georgia  f 
Answer.  About  thirty-one  years. 
Question.  What  is  your  business  t 

Answer.  My  occupation  has  been  that  of  a  merchant  and  planter. 
Question.'  Is  that  your  occupation  now  T 

Anstner.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  have  not  been  merchandising  for  two  or  three  years. 
Question,  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  in  the  State  f 
Answer.  None. 

Question.  Have  vou  ever  held  any  T  , 

Answer.  I  have  held  some  little  offices.    I  was  mayor  of  the  city  of  Rome ;  and  since 
the  war  I  have  held  some  positions. 

QuesUon.  What  jwsitions  have  you  held  since  the  war  f 

Ansicer.  I  was  a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention. 

Question.  The  convention  that  framed  your  present  constitution  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questiwi.  Were  you  a  Union  man  during  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was. 

Question.  What  were  you  doing  during  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  was  looking  after  my  planting  interests. 

Question.  You  were  not  connected  with  the  army  ? 

Answer. '^o,  mv.  C^  r\r\ri\o 

Question,  With  what  party  have  you  acted  since  the  wart  gitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Anstoer,  The  republican  party. 
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Queathn.  Have  yon  been  somewhat  active  as  a  republican  t 

AMwer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  presume  it  would  be  considered  so,  though  I  have  not  taken  a 
gteat  deal  of  interest  in  it. 

Queation.  You  were  the  republican  candidate  for  Congress  in  your  district  at  the  last 
election  f 

An9wer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was. 

QHtttion,  Did  yon  eo  about  in  your  district  to  make  political  speeches  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  canvassed  the  district  pretty  well— almost  all  the  counties. 

QneaUon,  Did  you  find  any  obstacle  or  hinderance  in  doing  •so  t 

Amawer,  No,  sir :  I  cannot  say  that  I  did. 

Quathn.  Was  tiiere  any  objection  made  by  anybody  to  your  making  political  speeches 
anywhere  f 

Anawer,  Well,  sir,  I  went  from  Rome  to  Summervllle,  where  I  was  raised.  I  did  not 
g«  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  speech ;  I  intended  and  expected  to  have  gone  in  com- 
pany wMk  General  Young. 

Question,  He  was  the  democratic  candidate  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  but  he  j^t  away  i;\(ithout  me;  I  went  over  there,  and  got  there 
about  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  believe ;  I  met  a  good  number  of  citizens ;  about  12 
o'clock  that  night  some  disguised  men,  known  as  Ku-Elnx  in  that  country,  made  their 
appearance,  but  they  did  not  do  me  any  harm  at  all;  they  sent  me  a  note  asking  me 
to  leave  the  place,  stating  that  I  could  not  travel  through  that  country;  that  I  could 
Dot  be  allowed  to  make  a  speech  there,  and  that  I  must  leave  by  a  certain  time. 

Qneatian,  Did  they  come  about  the  nouse  where  you  were  ? 

Anncer.  They  came  within  about  thirty  yards  of  me. 

Question,  How  large  a  body  of  them  ? 

Answer,  I  saw  about  six  of  them ;  that  was  all. 

Question,  They  were  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  armed  f 

Answer,  They  had  pistols ;  they  fired  off  their  pistols  all  about  town. 

Question.  Is  that  all  there  was  of  that  transaction  ? 

Answer,  lliat  is  all.  They  sent  me  a  note  ;  and  as  soon  as  it  was  delivered  they  left. 
The  note  was  delivered  by  another  party. 

Question,  What  was  the  substance  of  tnis  written  communication  which  they  sent  to 
yout 

Answer.  It  stated  to  me  that  I  would  not  be  allowed  to  travel  through  that  county, 
and  that  I  could  not  make  a  speech  there ;  that  I  had  to  leave  by  8  o'clock  the  next 
day ;  that  if  I  did  so,'  and  went  back  the  way  I  came,  I  should  not  be  harmed  ;  and 
that  in  the  event  I  remained,  I  would  be  dealt  with  very  severely — or  words  to  that 
effect. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Question.  In  what  county  is  Atlanta  f 
Answer,  Fulton  County. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Is  that  the  only  visit  or  communication  yon  have  had  from  any  of  theso 
ment 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  can  you  tell  us-  in  relation  to  the  liberty  there  is  in  your  part  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  a  man  to  express  his  political  sentiments,  provided  his  opinions 
are  in  favor  of  the  Vepublican  party  T  Has  every  man  entire  nreedom  to  express  his 
political  opinions,  if  they  are  republican  opinions  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  prudent  or  safe  in  some  localities  for  a  man  to  express 
his  opinions  fully,  especially  If  ha  is  a  republican,  or  has  been  connected  with  the 
United  States  Anny. 

Question,  Who  objects  to' it  T 

Anstoer,  It  is  very  hard  to  say  who  objects  to  it ;  but  it  is  objected  to ;  there  is  no 
doubt  about  that. 

Question,  Can  ^ou  give  us  any  facts  bearing  upon  that  matter— any  instances  of 
wmdi  you  have  knowledge  or  information,  where,  in  any  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia^ 
men  have  prevented,  or  attempted  to  prevent,  the  free  expression  of  political  opinions  T  * 

Answer,  I  have  Inst  given  you  one  case— my  own. 

Question,  Can  you  state  any  other  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  give  you  anything  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  have  heard  of  a  great 
laany  things. 

Question,  Wo  allow  a  man  to  state  what  has  been  stated  to  him,  if  it  came  to  him  in 
■oeh  a  way  that  he  believes  it.  I  ask  you  whether  you  know  or  have  heaid  in  any 
Mtheiitic  manner  of  any  instances  where  anybody  has  undertaken  to  prevent  the  frea 
expression  of  political  sentiments,  either  by  public  speech  or  otherwise.  ^ 

5  a 
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Anstter,  Well,  I  conld  not  give  any  eneb  inBtance  irom  my  own  knowledge.  I  Iiato 
beard  of  tbeee  things. 

Question,  Wo  allow  you  to  state  anything  tbat  you  have  beard,  if  you  have  heard  of  i^ 
in  Buch  an  authentic  way  that  you  believe  it  to  be  true. 

Anmcer,  1  cannot  call  to  mind  any  special  case. 

Questioiu  The  particular  subject  that  this  committee  desires  to  inquire  about  is  the 
condition  of  your  community,  so  far  as  peace  and  good  order  are  coueemed,  wheUier 
the  laws  are  executed,  whether  person  and  property  are  secure,  or  whether  crimes  are 
committed  which  are  not  punished^  and  especially  whether  crimes  have  been  com 
mitted  by  bodies  of  armed  men  in  disguise.  State  any  such  oocurrenoes  in  your  pari 
of  Georgia  of  which  you  have  known,  or  which  you  have  information  about. 

Answer.  1  am  pretty  well  satisfied  that  there  have  been  a  number  of  outrages  oom- 
mitted  in  my  section  of  the  country — principally  upon  n^^roes,  although  I  have  never 
witnessed  anything  of  that  sort. 

Question.  I  have  already  said  we  do  not  confine  you  to  what  you  have  x>er80DaUy 
Been  and  known.  We  allow  you  to  stat«  any  information  that  yon  have  about  these 
things  which  you  consider  authentic,  as  weU  as  any  instances  which  have  oome  witkin 
your  own  knowledge. 

Answer,  A  few  months  ago— I  have  foi^^otten  the  date  now— 4;here  was  a  negro  killed 
in  or  near  Rome ;  I  believe  it  was  right  in  the  town. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  his  name  T 

Answer,  I  was  trying  to  think  of  ic,  but  have  fo^rgotten  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Was.it  the  case  of  a  negro  who  went  by  two  names— one  being  Fostv,  his 
master^s  name,  and  the  other  Jourdan  Ware  1 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  this  was  another  negro.  I  do  not  remember  his  name,  and  I  do  not 
remember  the  date;  but  it  was  some  five  or  six  months  ago  that  this  happeoued. 
There  was  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Foster  or  Jourdan  Ware,  who  was  killed. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :)    . 

QuesUw,  The  case  to  which  you  are  now  referring  is  not  the  case  of  Jourdan  Ware  T 

Answer,    No,  sir ;  I  have  forgotten  the  name  of  this  negro. 

Question,  As  you  understood,  was  he  killed  by  a  body  of  disguised  men  f 

Anstcer,  That  was  my  unddtrstanding ;  and,  from  all  the  circumstances,  I  am  induced 
to  believe  that  it  was  so. 

Questian,  Was  he  killed  in  the  night  T 

Answer.  I  was  not  at  the  place  where  it  occurred. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  anything  alleged  as  to  why  it  was  done  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did  he^  any  reason. 

Qu/esi\on,  Did  you  hear  that  there  was  any  crime  alleged  against  him  T 

Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question,  Did  yon  hear  of  this  case  of  the  attack  on  Jourdan  Waref 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  heard  of  that  case. 

Question.  You  used  to  live  at  Rome  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  know  Jourdan  Ware  T 

Answer,  I  am  not  certain  that  I  did. 

Question,  It  seems  that  he  lived  with  a  man  named  Foster.  Did  you  know  a  white 
man  named  Green  Foster  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  knew  him  very  well ;  and  I  think  I  knew  the  colored  man ;  I  am 
not  certain. 

Qu^iion,  Can  you  state  any  particulars  you  may  have  heard  in  reference  to  the 
attack  on  Ware  7 

Answer,  Yes,  air ;  I  can  state  what  I  heard.  A  body  of  about  twenty-five  or  thirty 
disguised  men  went  one  night  and  met  him  upon  the  road.  (I  think  tliis  was  the  case 
of  Jourjdan  Ware.)  I  am  not  certain  that  they  went  to  his  house.  I  believe  they  met 
him  on  the  road,  somewhere  or  other,  and  demanded  of  him  his  arms  and  his  watch.  I 
believe  he  gave  up  his  arms,  and  they  shot  him  upon  his  refusal  to  surrender  the 
watch,  and  he  died  a  day  or  two  afterward. 

QuesUon,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  there  was  any  accusation  of  Mb  having  done  any- 
thing wrong  ? 

Answer,  ^o,  sir ;  I  think  not,  except  I  believe  I  did  hear  that  there  was  some  com- 
plaint of  his  impudence,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question,  We  near  from  a  great  many  witnesses  about  the  "  impudence"  of  negroes. 
What  is  considered  in  your  section  of  the  country  "impudence''  on  the  part  of  a 

r negro? 
Ansxcer,  Well,  it  is  considered  impudence  for  a  negro  not  to  be  polite  to  a  white  man- 
not  to  pnll  off  his  hat  and  bow  and  scrape  to  a  white  man,  as  was  fdways  done  fior^ 
nietly. 
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Questum,  Do  the  wbite  x>eople  generally  expect  or  require  no.w  that  kind  of  snbmis- 
ei  ve  deportment  on  the  part  of  the  negroes  that  they  did  while  the  negroes  wei"e  slaves  f 

Annoar.  I  do  not  think  they  do  as  a  general  thing ;  a  great  many  do. 

Question.  Are  there  many  white  people  who  do  require  it  t 

Anstper,  Yes,  sir ;  I  thuik  there  are  a  great  many  who  do  require  it,  and  are  not  satis- 
fied unless  the  negroes  do  it.  '^ 

Question.  Bnppose  that  a  negro  man  has  been  working  for  a  white  man,  and  theV  ^ 
bATe  florae  difierence  or  dispute  in  relation  to  wages,  will  your  people  generally  alloviMi 
a  n^^ro  man  to  stand  up  and  assert  Iiis  rights  in  the  same  way  and  in  the  same  lan- 
guMtie  which  they  would  allow  to  a  white  man  without  objection  t 
\       Afigwer.  O,  no,  sir,  that  is  not  expected  at  all. 

\  Qtuetkui,  If  the  colored  man  does  stand  up  and  assert  his  rights  in  language  whicli 
irould  be  considered  pardonable  and  allowable  in  a  white  man,  that  is  considered 
**  impudence"  in  a  negro  t 

Anncer.  Yes,- sir;  gross  impudence. 

Qmestion.  Is  that  species  of  ^*  impudence''  on  the  part  of  the  negro  considered  a  suf- 
.  ficient  excuse  by  many  of  your  people  for  chastising  a  negro,  or  *^  dealing  with  him  V 

Ansictr.  Well,  some  think  so. 

Question,  What  other  outrages  hare  you  heard  of  in  your  part  of  the  State  as  com^ 
mitted  by  disguised  men  ? 

Anstver.  Well,  I  have  heard  of  outrages  all  over  the  St<ate,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind 
DOW  the  particulars. 

Question.  State  in  the  first  place  any  incident  which  you  may  remember  as  occurring 
in  the  region  of  the  State  where  you  live. 

Answer.  A  short  time  ago  there  was  a  negro  killed  at  Marietta,  Georgia. 

Question,  Where  is  that  f 

Answer.  It  is  above  Atlanta^  These  things  occur  frequently— «o  frequently  that 
really  I  never  pay  much  attention  to  them.  If  I  hear  of  a  negi-o  being  killed,  I  pay 
very  little  attention  to  it,  unless  I  should  happen  to  know  him  personally. 

Question,  When  did  you  first  begin  to  hear  about  these  bands  of  disguised  men — Ku- 
Klux,  as  they  are  called — being  around  f  They  have,  I  suppose,  appeared  in  your  part 
of  the  State! 

AnsKW.  O,  yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  How  long  ago  did  they  begin  to  make  their  appearance  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  it  has  been  about  three  years  since  they  began,  perhaps  a  little  over. 

^<9(toji.  How  long  is  it  since  you  heard  of  the  last  band  of  armed  men  in  disguise 
going  about  in  the  neighborhood  f 

Answer.  About  a  mouth. 

Question,  Have  you  any  belief  that  this  organization  of  disguised  men  that  has  been 
going  about  your  country  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  has  ceased  or  disbanded  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  have. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  them  within  about  a  month  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  In  your  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia  have  there  been  a  good  many  colored 
men  killed  by  these  bands  f 

Answer,  There  have  been  a  good  many  whipped  severelv,  and  also  some  killed. 

QuesHon.  Have  there  been  a  good  many  more  whipped  than  killed  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  white  men  having  been  killed  by  these  bands  o^dis- 
gu&ed  men  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  them,  but  not  in  my  immediate  vicinity. 

Question.  Ha.ve  you  heard  of  white  men  being  killed  by  these  disguised  bands  in  other 
portions  of  the  State  t 

Ansujer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

QnesUon,  Have  they  killed  a  good  many  more  oolorod  men  than  they  have  white 
men? 

Answer.  I  think  they  have. 

QuaHon,  Have  you  heard  of  any  white  men  being  taken  out  and  whipped  by  these 
dis^Lsed  bands  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Have  yon  heard  of  a  still  greater  number  of  colored  men  being  whipped  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  operations  of  these  bands  are  more  generally  directed  against  colored 
men  than  white  men  T 

Answer.  1  think  so. 

Question,  In  vonr  judgment,  from  what  you  have  seen  and  heard,  is  there  something 
of  a  political  character  about  this  organization  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  entirely  political.  ^  j 

QiMwfum.  What  makes  you  think  so  f  Digitized  by  LjOOg  IC 

Answer.  BecMise  the  pcurties  who  are  maltreated  by  these  men  aie  generally  republi- 
cans.   I  have  never  known  a  democrat  to  bo  assaulted. 
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Que$(ion.  Is  that  almofit  TmiTersally  so  t 
Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  heard  of  any  repnhlican  belonging  to  any  of  these  band«  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  are  any. 

QuestUm  Haye  the  republicans  of  your  State  nniyersally  condemned  and  spokea 
against  this  organization  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir :  I  think  they  have. 

QuesHan,  Have  tne  republican  papers  in  your  State  universally  denounced  them  T 
Answer,  I  think  they  nave. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  course  of  men  of  .the  other  party  in  reference  to  tbia 
matter  f    How  have  they  talked  about  it  T 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  that  the  other  party  have  sympathized  with  these  organiza- 
tions. I  have  talked  with  democrats  who, I  think,  did  not  favor  these  things;  bat  a 
minority  of  them,  in  my  opinion,  do. 

Question,  How  do  they  talk  about  the  matter! 

Answer,  Some  of  them  do  not  have  ver^  much  to  say  about  it  in  any  way. 

Question  Do  some  of  them  deny  the  existence  of  these  organizations  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  said  they  do  not  believe  they  exist.  I  do  not  think  tbey 
say  so  now.  I  think  it  is  pretty  generally  conceded  now  that  they  do  exist.  I  think 
nobody  will  deny  it  now  in  that  section  of  country,  unless  it  be  a  crazy  man. 

Question,  Do  some  of  them  claim  that  these  persons  upon  whom  violence  is  committed 
are  persons  who  are  charged  with  some  of&nse  or  something  of  that  sort  f  Is  that 
excuse  made  by  some  of  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  sometimes  say  that  the  men  assaulted  have  been  guilty  of 
some  ofiense. 

Question,  So  far  as  you  have  become  acquainted  with  this  class  of  outrages,  have  vou 
generally  learned  that  the  persons  upon  whom  violence  was  inflicted,  (whether  tbey 
were  killed  or  whipped,)  were  persons  who  had  in  point  of  fact  been  guilty  of  some 
offense  f 

Anstoer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  thp  persons  who  have  been  whipped,  as  I  before 
stated,  are  colored  men,  There  have  been  no  charges  of  anything  wrong  against  their 
characters  in  any  way,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  except  in  one  case  that  I  now  recollect. 
A  negro  fellow  who  was  whipped  very  severely  was,  I  think,  charged  with  some  viola- 
tion of  law  in  some  way ;  but  1  have  forgotten  now  what  it  was. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  where  that  took  place  T 

Answer.  Not  fiir  from  Rome — a  short  distance  below  Bome.  The  negro's  name  was 
Hilliard  Johnson.    They  took  him  out  and  whipped  him. 

Question,  Give  the  committee  your  Judgment  in  relation  to  the  object  with  which 
this  organization  has  been  gotten  up.    What  do  its  members  intend  to  attain  by  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  my  opmion  is  that  the  first  object  of  the  institution  of  thd  Ku- 
Klux,or  these  disjzuised  bands,  was  to  cripple  any  effect  that  might  be  produced  by 
Loyal  Leagues.  That  is  my  opinion-— that  this  organization  was  an  offset  to  the  Loyal 
Leagues. 

Question,  The  Loyal  League  was  a  republican  institution  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  My  opinion  is  that  this  Ku-Klux  oi*ganization  carried  the  thing 
further  than  they  really  first  intended. 

Question,  Do  you  know  when  the  Loyal  Leagues  were  all  disbanded  in  your  State  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not ;  but  I  have  a  pretty  good  idea  of  the  time. 

(j/kestion.  Have  you  known  of  Loyal  Leagues  being  in  operation  in  your  State  since 
the  Presidential  election  of  1868 1 

Answer,  No ;  I  think  about  that  time  they  disbanded. 

Question,  You  have  not  heard  of  their  being  in  operation  since  that  timet 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  belong  to  the  Loyal  League ;  I  never  had  anything  to  do 
with  it. 

Question.  But  the  Kn-Elux  organization  kept  on  increasing  after  the  Loyal  Leagues 
were  disbanded  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUotu  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  object  of  keeping  up  the  Ku-Elux  organization 
and  operating  it  as  they  do  T    What  do  they  intend  to  produce  or  effect  by  it  T 

Answer,  My  opinion  is,  that  the  purpose  was  to  break  down  the  reconstruction  acts: 
that  they  were  dissatisfied  with  negro  suffrage  and  the  reconstruction  measures  and 
everybody  that  was  in  favor  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  think  this  organization  was  intended  to  neutralize  the  votes  of  the 
negroes  after  suffrage  had  been  extended  to  them  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Question,  How  ?    By  intimidating  them  f 

Answer,  Any  way.    Yes,  sir,  by  intimidation. 

Question,  Making  them  afraid  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffinge  T  ^^  , 

^n«rer.  Yes,  sir.  ,^  ,  ,^  .    ^  _       gitized  tjy  GoOSlC, 

Questum.  Do  you  believe  that  the  organization  and  its  operations  haTe,  m  £Msty  pro^ 
duced  that  effect  f 
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Answer,  I  think  they  have  to  some  extent 

Qaffiion.  What  is  the  state  of  feeling  which  has  been  produced  among  the  colored 
people  by  this  armed,  dis^ised  organization,  and  the  acts  they  have  committed  ? 

Amwer,  Well,  in  my  section  of  the  country,  the  colored  people,  generally,  are  afraid 
now,  and  have  been  for  some  time,  to  tniii  out  at  an  election.  ITiey  are  aii-aid  to  say 
mnch,  or  to  have  anything  to  do  with  public  affairs.  I  own  a  plantation  on  Coosa 
River,  upon  which  1  have,  perhaps,  abont  40  negroes,  and  some  of  them  have  been 
pretty  badly  alarmed,  afraid  to  say  nmch.  Some  have  lain  out  in  the  woods,  afraid  to 
stay  at  home. 

Question.  For  fear  of  tbese  attacks  f 

^nstrer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  told  the  negroes  on  my  place  that  I  thought  their  alarm 
was  entirely  unnecessary ;  that  I  did  not  think  they  would  bo  hurt  j  but  they  have 
got  scared. 

Question,  Yon  did  not  think  they  would  be  attacked  on  your  place  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  think  they  would. 

Question.  These  men  have  attacked  negroes  in  a  great  many  places.  Was  it  your 
opinion  they  wonld  not  corac  cm  your  premises  to  do  it  f 

Avstver.  Well,  I  do  not  think  they  would,  at  least  they  never  have. 

Question,  Have  the  operations  of  this  organization  produced  the  effect  described  to 
any  considerable  extent  f  Have  a  good  many  negroes  who  lived  out  in  the  coantry 
where  the  population  was  sparse,  left  and  gone  into  towns  in  order  to  be  safe  t 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Qitestion.  How  extensive  has  that  been  f 

Answer,  That  lias  been  pretty  extensive  in  some  localities. 

Question.  The  negroes  were  afraid  to  live  at  thinly-settled  places  ? 

Antwer,  That  is  what  tbey  said. 

Question,  And  they  have  broken  np  and  gone  into  the  towns  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  have  gone  into  the  towns,  saying  they  are  a&aid  to  live  oat  in  • 
the  country.   .That  is  an  excuse  which  many  of  tbem  give. 

Question,  This  general  movement  of  the  negroes  to  the  towns  has  not  been  beneficial 
at  all  in  its  effects  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Their  labor,  I  suppose,  is  needed  in  the  country  on  the  land  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  in  the  towns  there  are  generally  more  of  this  class  of  people  than  are 
needed  or  can  be  usefiolly  employed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  So  far  as  you  know  or  have  heard,  have  there  been  any  cases  of  prosecution 
and  punishment  for  any  of  these  outrages  (killings,  whippings,  or  whatever  they  may 
have  been)  committed  by  these  armed  bands  f 

Answer.  I  think  not,  except  in  a  few  cases. 

Question.  Have  the  great  majority  of  such  outrages  gone  nnpnnished  f 

Answer,  So  far  as  my  knowledge  and  belief  are  concerned,  tbey  have. 

(Question.  Can  yon  give  us  any  opinion  as  to  why  they  have  not  been  prosecuted  and 
j^ished  f    What  has  stood  in  the  way  f 

Answer.  In  the  first  place^  it  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  find  out  who  the  parties  are 
that  commit  these  depredations  and  ontraj^es. 

Qmeslion,  Because  they  go  about  in  the  night  and  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Yes, sir;  they  go  in  the  night  and  in  disguise.  In  the  next  place,  the 
parties  who  really  believe  they  know  the  cnminals,  are  afraid  to  say  anything  about  it. 

Question.  They  are  afraid  some  evil  will  happen  to  them  if  they  give  information,  or 
teaiifyj  or  take  any  measures  to  prosecute  ? 

Ansiter,  Yes,  sir. 

Qitestion.  Do  you  think  that  another  obstacle  has  been  that  some  portion  of  the  white 
eommnnity  sympathized  with  the  offenders,  did  not  wish  to  bring  them  to  justice  f 

Ansioer:  O,  yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Question.  You  think  that  has  been  one  obstacle  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  abont  that. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  general  deportment  of  the  colored  people  in  your  part 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  since  they  became  free  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  have  behaved  themselves  very  well 

fytestion.  Have  they  as  a  general  thing  been  quiet  and  peaceable  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  have. 

Question,  Since  the  colored  people  became  free  has  there  been,  in  your  judgment,  any 
jost  gtonnd  of  apprehension  that  the  white  people  were  in  danger  fxom  them  as  respeotd 
person  or  property  f 

Answer,  None  at  alL . 

Question,  Do  you  bclievB  there  has  ever  been  any  necessity  for  organizing  these  Kn- 
Klnx  bauds,  or  other  bands  of  white  men,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  protection  to  tiio 
frhke  people  against  the  colored  people  f 
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Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Has  there  ever  been  in  your  part  of  the  State  any  obstacle  to  ihe  exprensioii 
of  political  opinion  by  members  of  the  Ofimocratic  party  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  oh,  no. 

Question.  Their  expression  of  opinion  has  been  free  and  unrestricted? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  You  spoke  all  over  your  district  in  your  canvass  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  speak  all  over  the  district.  I  was  in  nearly  all  the 
counties — I  believe  all  the  counties ;  but  I  did  not  speak  in  all  of  them. 

Question.  The  only  interruption  you  met  was  at  Summerville  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Aud  there  you  did  not  expect  to  si)eak  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  there  that  you  received  this  notice  which  you  have  mentioned  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  going  to  leave  at  any  rate  f 

Answer.  Oh,  yes ;  I  staid  as  long  as  I  expected  to  stay.    I  had  no  fears  of  them. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  interruption  you  met  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  You  cannot  recollect  of  anybody  else  being  interrupted  T 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  I  remember  of  others  being  interrupted  in  that  county.  I 
remember  a  party  of  disguised  men  that  took  a  prisoner  out  of  jail. 

Question.  I  mean  public  speakers. 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  remember  any. 

Question.  What  was  that  case  where  a  prisoner  was  taken  out  of  jail  T 
*    Answer.  I  have  forgotten  at  what  time  it  occurred ;  it  has  been,  I  think,  about  a  year 
and  a  half  ago.    There  ^as  a  man  arrested,  according  to  my  recollection,  by  the 
United  States  troops. 

Question.  That  was  the  Etheridge  case  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  man  was  in  jail,  and  being  guarded  by  United  States  troops.  A 
party  of  disguised  men  came  and  took  him  out. 

Question.  That  is  the  man  who  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Terry  I 

Ansiper.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Was  it  not  generally  considered  in  your  county  that,  while  it  was  an  out- 
rage for  these  men  to  come  and  take  this  man  out  of  jail,  it  was  an  equally  great  out- 
rage for  General  Terry  to  put  him  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  str.    It  was  so  considered  by  a  few,  but  not  generally  so  considered. 

Question.  Why  was  it  not  f 

Answer.  Well,  this  man  was  a  bad  man — so  regarded  by  everybody:  he  had  com- 
mitted depredations ;  and  they  wanted  somebody  to  arrest  him  and  put  him  in  jaiL 

QuesHon.  What  authority  had  General  Terry  to  do  so  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  authority. 

Question.  What  authority  do  your  people  understand  General  Terry  had  to  put  a  man 
in  jail  t 

Anmcer.  We  had  a  sort  of  military  government  there. 

Question.  That  was  after  your  constitution  had  been  adopted ;  'was  it  not  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  And  after  your  legislASure  was  in  session  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Alter  your  governor  was  installed  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Had  General  Terry,  or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  anybody  else 
the  right  to  put  a  man  in  jail  without  authority  of  law  t 

Answer.  General  Terry  sent  troops  all  about  over  the  State. 

Question.  I  know  ho  did ;  but  was  he  not  just  Ku-Kluxing,  in  the  eyo  of  your  consti- 
tution and  the  Federal  Constitution  t 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Did  General  Terry  or  the  President  ever  dare  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of 
the  rescue  of  that  man  from  them  f 

Answer.  General  Terry  was  very  mad  about  it. 

Question.  Did  he  over  inquire  into  it  f 

Answer.  The  demand  was  made  upon  the  judge  of  the  circuit 

Question.  We  know  the  circumstances ;  they  have  been  testified  to  already ;  but  I 
want  to  know  whether  General  Terry  ever  ventured  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  cause 
of  the  rescue  of  that  man  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know,  sir ;  I  presume  he  did ;  but  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  was  afraid  to  inquire  into  it,  bectmse  he  himself 
was  a  trespasser  in  arresting  the  man  f  ^ 
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Answer,  I  do  not  know  that. 

QuetHan.  Was  there  an^  law,  State  or  Federal,  that  anthorizcd  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  his  military  officers,  when  your  courts  were  open  and  yonr  constitu- 
tion in  full  effect,  to  go  and  arrest  a  citizen  and  put  him  in  jail,  by  means  of  the  soldiery, 
without  a  warrant  and  without  an  affidavit  f 

Amnrcr,  It  occurs  to  me  there  was  a  military  order  under  which  this  man  was  reached. 
As  to  the  legality  of  it,  I  do  not  remember  now. 

QtKstiaR,  I  know  that  the  President  assumed  that  authority,  and  that  General  Terry 
executed  it ;  but  did  any  lawyer,  democrat  or  republican,  ever  contend  that  the  arrest  of 
that  man  was  anything  else  than  usurpation  on  the  part  both  of  the  President  and 
General  Terry ;  and  didjiot  the  President  and  General  Terry  fail  to  have  it  investigated 
becaose  it  was  known  to  be  so  f 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  that  idea  suggested  until  within  the  last  few  days ;  before 
that  I  never  heard  such  an  intimation. 

Question.  The  case  was  not  investigated,  however,  by  General  Terry  f 

Auewer,  I  think  not;  I  do  not  know  fi^>ont  that. 

Question.  Have  you  not  confounded  the  case  of  Jonrdan  Ware  with  another  case  T  You 
Bay  he  was  met  on  the  road,  and  was  shot  because  he  wouJd  not  give  up  his  watch. 

Answer,  Well,  that  may  have  been  the  other  case. 

Question.  Was  not  that  thb  case  of  the  man  who  was  induced  to  go  out  by  Ku-Klux, 
representing  themselves  as  Union  soldiers,  who  stai*ted  out  himself  on  what  he  sup- 
posed was  a  Ku-Klnxing  expedition,  and  was  shot  by  those  fellows,  after  they  got  him 
oat? 

Anmcer.  No ;  I  think  there  was  nothing  of  that  sort. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  that  f 

Answer.  I  would  not  believe  it  if  I  did. 

Question,  Why  would  you  not  believe  it  f 

Answer,  Because  it  is  unreasonable. 

Question.  Is  it  unreasonable  that  a  neffro  who  felt  that  his  race  had  been  persecuted 
should,  when  those  who  claimed  to  be  his  friends  came  and  offered  to  go  with  him  to 
take  vengeance,  so  out  on  an  expedition  of  that  kind  f 

Answer.  It  womd  be  very  unreasonable  for  a  negro  to^  undertake  a  thing  of  that 
sort.  The  negroes  are  so  largely  in  the  minority  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  think  a 
negro  would  attempt  a  thing  of  that  soi^t. 

Question.  You  never  heard  that  suggested  f 

Answer.  I  never  have,  and  woold  not  have  thought  of  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  Beck.  It  has  been  testified  to  here. 

The  Chairman.  (Mr^  Poland.)  You  state  the  case,  Mr.  Beck,  in  an  entirely  different 
way  from  what  the  wil^ess  did  who  told  the  story. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  think  not.  My  recollection  is  that  this  negro  was  called  upon  by  men 
whom  he  believed  to  be  Union  soldiers,  and  was  induced  by  them  to  go  out  with  them 
on  a  Eu-Kluxing  expedition. 

Witness.  Now  that  I  understand  you,  I  would  not  be  surprised  that  a  negro  might 
be  induced  probably  to  go  into  something  of  that  sort  in  that  way ;  but  I  never  heard 
of  that  before. 

The  Chauiman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  The  statement  was  that  the  men  represented  to  the 
negro  that  they  were  a  body  of  Union  soldiers,  and  were  going  out  after  a  band  of 
Ku-Klux. 

Mr.  Beck.  For  the  purpose  of  killing  them. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  No;  they  did  not  say  that.  They  said  that  they 
were  a  body  of  Union  soldiers,  and  were  going  in  pursuit  of  a  band  of  Ku-Klux. 

Mr.  Beck.  You  will  find  that  they  went  a  step  fnrther. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  The  "step  further"  was  in  your  qnestion,  not  in  the 
statement  of  the  witness. 

Mr.  Beck.  The  witness  said  he  had  heard  that  as  being  the  fact. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  As  you  stated  the  case  to  this  witness,  the  negro  was 
going  on  a  marauding  expedition  with  a  bxly  of  Union  soldiers ;  but  the  witness  who 
told  the  story  represented  that  they  said  they  were  going  out  after  a  band  of  Ku-Klux. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  You  said  you  never  heard  anything  about  the  matter  in  that  connection  f 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  The  way  you  heard  the  story,  the  negro  refused  to  give  up  his  watch,  and 
thev  killed  him  ? 

Anmver,  Yes,  sir;  he  refused  to  give  up  his  watch,  and  perhaps  his  knife  and  pistol, 
or  something  of  that  kind.  Those  cases  I  did  not  charge  my  mind  with  particularly, 
as  I  have  before  stated.  I  know  we  take  privileges  with  negroes  down  there  that  we 
do  not  pretend  to  take  with  white  people.. 

Ques^on,  Is  not  that  done  wherever  you  have  been  t  Do  you  think  a  man  in  New 
York  or  Philadelphia  will  stand  and  argue  with  a  negro  as  he  wiU  with  a  white  mor 
about  a  matter  of  business  t 
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Answer.  No,  sir :  I  do  not  think  he  ^ill. 

Qutafion,  Do  you  think  a  white  man  will  do  it  anywhere  in  America  t 
Answer,  No,  sir;  I  think  a  white  man  thinks  he  is  hotter  than  a  negro,  and  will  take 
liberties  with  a  negro  that  he  would  not  take  with  a  white  man.    There  is  no  queetiofi 
about  that. 
Q}ie»tion,  That  is  so  nniversally  I 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And,  I  suppose,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  where  the  negroes  were  formerly 
slaves,  the  wliito  people  are,  perhaps,  more  sensitive  about  that  than  they  would  be  in 
States  where  the  negroes  have  always  been  freef 

Anawei',  Yes,  sir,  or  equally  as  much  so. 
'     Question,  Has  it  not  been  the  habit  of  the  negroes  in  yohr  section,  ever  since  they 
were  free,  to  flock  to  the  towns  and  villages,  even  when  there  was  no  trouble  in  the 
country  I    Has  not  this  practice  prevailed  to  an  extent  that  has  been,  perhaps,  very 
iignrious  to  them  and  to  the  people  of  the  towns? 

Ansv:er,  I  think  there  has  been  a  good^eal  of  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  negroes 
to  j^o  to  the  towns. 

Question,  And  when  they  want  to  go  to  town,  does  it  not  take  a  very  little  excuse  to 
induce  them  to  go  there  f 

Answer,  Oh,  yes ;  they  can  easily  get  an  excuse.  I  think  the  negro  likes  towns  bettor 
tJian  he  does  the  country,  as  a  general  thing. 

Question,  Did  they  not  have  a  feeling  (and  perhaps  they  are  not  quite  free  from  it  yet) 
that  when  they  had  been  raised  iii  the  country  they  were  not  fully  assured  of  their 
freedom  till  they  left  the  place  where  they  had  been  liying,  and  set  up  for  themselves 
elsewhere  7 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  was  an  idea  that  prevailed  among  them. 

Question.  Very  generally  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question,  Have  you  not  known  many  cases  where  negro  servants,  who  seemed  to  be 
pretty  well  content  at  their  old  homes,  were  iuduoed  to  go  away  by  simply  that 
feeling,  a  desire  to  assert  their  right  t  And  were  not  the  towns  generally  the  places 
where  they  went  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  w  about  correct.       ' 

Question,  Was  not  a  bad  effect  produced  with  regard  to  the  sense  of  security  among 
vour  people  by  a  very  liberal  system  of  pardoning  pursued  by  Governor  Bullock  1 
Was  thei^e  not  a  good  deal  of  complaint  in  regard  to  the  manner  m  which  ho  exercised 
the  pardoning  power  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  never  believed  that  Governor  Bullock  did  wrong  in  that  matter. 

Question,  I  am  not  asking  for  your  opinion ;  I  am  asking  you  whether  there  was  not 
a  general  feeling  of  that  sort  pervading  the  community  in  which  you  lived  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  heard  some  complaint  of  that  sort,  not  much.  I  have  heard  some 
parties  speak  of  it,  saying  that  they  thought  he  had  exercised  the  pardoning  power 
too  far.  But  I  have  known  the  same  parties  to  turn  around  and  ask  him  in  other 
cases  to  do  the  veiy  same  thing  that  they  had  been  condemning. 

Question,  You  think  he  generally  found  somebody  to  indorse  petitions  T 

Answer,  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Such  persons  can  be  found  in  any  casef 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  pardoning  power  was  exercised  very  liberally, 
to  say  the  least? 

Answer,  Do  you  want  my  opinion  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  My  opinion  is  that  Governor  Bullock  has  not  exercised  the  pardoning  power 
any  further  than  I  should  have  done  if  I  had  been  governor,  so  far  as  I  know.  1  know 
that  a  great  many  negroes  were  convicted  and  sent  to  prison  for  very  small  offenses, 
and  I  iSlieve  he  did  right  in  pardoning  them  out,  because  they  were  sent  to  prison 
many  times  when  they  ought  not  to  have  been.  There  were  some  cases  in  which  I 
aided  myself  in  getting  the  negroes  out,  because  I  thought  it  was  rigtt;  I  thought  the 
crime  did  not  justify  the  sentence,  and  that  was  conceded  by  all  parties. 

Question,  You  were  a  member  of  the  convention  that  framed  your  State  constitu- 
tion t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  also  appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Atlanta  and  Chat- 
tanooga Railroad — the  State  road  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  had  any  such  appointment. 

Question,  Had  you  no  connection  with  that  roadf 

Ansxccr,  I  acted  as  general  agent  for  the  road. 

Question,  Only  that  f  r^  T 

Ansxcer,  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 

Question,  You  had  no  control  over  the  management  of  it  t  ^ 
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Antwer,  None  at  all,  except  such  matters  as  were  handed  mo  to  look  at. 
Question.  Yon  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  general  superintendence  ui'tbe  road  f 
AMicer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  considei  that  my  position  ;  I  did  not  take  any  oath  or 
gi^e  any  bond ;  I  simply  performed  such  service  as  was  intrusted  to  me  as  agent. 

By  the  Chairai an,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Queeiion,  It  has  been  said  by  some  people  that  there  was  great  apprehension  that  the 
community  would  not  be  safe  by  reason  of  Governor  Bullock  pardoning  so  many  bad 
men.  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  where  any  person  who  was  pardoned  by  Governor 
Bullock  committed  any  other  oflfense  after  coming  out  of  prison  f 

Anncer.  I  cannot  think  of  any.  I  have  known  several  that  he  pardoned,  but  I  do 
not  know  of  any  offense  they  ever  committed. 

Question,  So  far  as  you  have  knowledge  in  reference  to  his  exercising  the  pardoning 
power,  you  believe  he  did  it  rightfully  t 

Answer,  That  is  my  opinion.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  case,  so  far  as  I  have  looked 
into  the  matter,  where  I  did  not  approve  of  ^p  action. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  his  ever  exei-cismg  this  power  except  where  it  was  soli- 
cited by  a  great  many  people  in  the  form  of  a  petition  f 

Answer,  It  was  generally  in  that  way,  I  thiuK. 

Question,  And  these  petitions  showed  the  approval  of  the  people  of  the  vicinity  and 
those  who  knew  about  the  case  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  You  think  it  was  his  custom  to  act  in  that  way  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  his  custom,  I  think. 


'  Washington,  D.  C,  July  12, 1871. 

Z.  B.  HARGROVE  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman,  (^r.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Where  do  you  reside  t 

Answer,  I  reside  at  Rome,  Geor^a,  in  Floyd  County. 

Question,  What  is  your  occupation  f 

Anstcer,  I  am  an  attorney  by  profession. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  resided  at  Rome  f 

Answer,  About  twenty  years ;  nearly  twenty  years. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  Georgia  f  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  was  bom  in  Newton  County,  Greorgia,  near  Covington. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  been  in  practice  as  an  attorney  f 

Ansu^er,  About  sixteen  years,  except  during  the  interval  of  the  war. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  Rome  all  the  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  except  for  a  brief  time  when  I  was  engaged  in  the  mail  service  as 
mail  agent,  under  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration.    - 

Question,  What  were  you  during  the  war  f 

Answer,  I  was  an  officer  in  the  confederate  army  for  nearly  two  and  a  half  j^ars.  I 
was  a  rebel,  and  a  true  one,  I  reckon,  if  there  ever  was  one. 

Question.  Did  you  serve  during  the  entire  wart  ^ 

Answer,  Yes.  sir,  except  the  time  I  was  confined  to  a  sick-room. 

Question,  Wnat  have  been  your  political  opinions  since  the  war  7 

Answer,  My  antecedents  are  all  democratic,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  roe,  when  the 
presidential  election  was  going  on,  to  support  Mr.  Seymour  and  Mr.  Blair.  I  was  a 
reconstruction  man,  though  that  was  rather  in  antagonism  to  my  party.  I  was  one 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  county,  and  was  vice-president  of  a  democratic  club, 
and  most  of  the  time  acted  as  president  of  the  club. 

Question,  Do  you  hold  an^"  official  position  in  Georgia  now  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  whatever.  I  was  once  elected  to  the  legislature  from  my 
county,  and  I  have  been  twice  Elected  mayor  of  my  city,  a  small  town  of  some  six  or 
seven  thousand  inhabitants. 

Question,  You  do  not  now  hold  any  official  position  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  now. 

Question,  The  partictdar  subject  that  this  committee  wish  to  inquire  about,  or  that  we 
were  directed  to  inquire  about,  is  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  communities  in  the 
late  insurrectionary  States;  to  ascertain  how  far  ])er8on  and  property  are  there  secure; 
whether  the  laws  are  properly  enforced,  especially  the  laws  against  crime ;  whether 
offenses  are  committed,  and,  if  committed,  whether  those  offenses  are  properly  prose- 
•:nt«d  and  punished,  or,  if  not,  what  are  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  doing  so;  and 
especially  we  wish  to  inquire  into  the  fact  whether  any  offenses  are  committed  by 
bodies  of  disguised  men  going  a^ut  the  country.    Whatever  you  may  know  in  refer- 
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ence  to  that,  (I  have  stated  the  seneral  purpose  and  object  of  our  inquiry,)  yon  wil? 
now  state — any  facts  that  are  within  your  knowledge  or  observation  bearing  upon  that 
subject. 

Answer,  I  can  state  some  facts,  both  within  my  own  knowledge  and  from  informa- 
tion which  is  reliable.  It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  state  to  the  committee  that  a  short 
time  before  the  war  was  closed  there  was  in  my  immediate  section  of  country  a  consid- 
erable degree  of  lawlessness  and  violence,  mostly  perpetrated  ujwn  Union  men  by  men 
who  were  in  the  confederate  service  and  those  who  had  left  it  and  had  banded  them- 
selves together.  The  Union  element  of  the  country  was  unsafe ;  many  of  the  people 
were  hung,  many  of  them  were  shot  at  their  homes,  because  of  their  attachment  to  the 
Union.  I  myself  was  an  officer  in  command  of  a  battalion  of  cavalry  stationed  where 
I  live.  I  deijrecated  these  acts  of  v-iolence  on  the  part  of  those  men,  and  undertook  to 
prevent  them,  and  to  some  extent  I  incurred  their  displeasure,  which  has  followed  me 
from  that  time  to  this.  While  I  was  a  rebel  I  tried  to  bo  a  conscientious  one ;  I  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  perpetrate  acts  of  violence  on  Union  citizens.  It  was  my  pleasure 
to  protect  and  shield  some  of  them  from  violence,  and  I  did  it  during  the  war.  One  of 
them,  I  think,  will  testify  before  this  committee  before  he  leaves  you,  I  hope.  I  refer  to 
Judge  Wright,  who  is  a  thorough  Union  man,  and  a  good  man.  I  differ  with  him,  though, 
very  widely  about  many  things.  Since  the  war  the  feeling  has  been  still  very  bitter 
against  this  Union  clement  in  some  instances,  especially  those  who  have  espoused  the 
reconstruction  cause.  J^  has  been  very  bitter  against  reconstruction  men,  particularly 
80  against  myself.  One  great  cause,  I  think,  for  the  persecution  of  the  i*econstruction 
men  and  the  republicans  is  this :  There  is  in  that  oountry  now,  as  there  was  before 
the  war,  a  class  of  men  who  are  bitterly  opposed  to  the  colored  people,  and  to  whom 
the  colored  people  are  bitterly  opjwsed.  Since  the  war,  that  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
non-slaveholders  toward  the  negroes  has  been  worse,  mostly  confined  to  that  element, 
for  most  of  the  negroes  were  republicans.  The  shrewd,  smart,  cunning  men  of  the 
country  among  the  democratic  masses  took  advantage  of  that  feeling.  While  thev 
probably  would  not  countenance  any  direct,  open  assassination,  nevertheless  they  took 
advantage  of  the  prejudice  of  this  class  of  men  against  the  colored  people  and  against 
the  republicans,  most  of  the  colored  men  being  republicans,  and  fanned  their  passions 
and  kept  them  alive  against  the  colored  people  and  that  portion  of  the  white  people 
who  acted  with  the  republicans.  By  this  means  they  placed  themselves  at  the  head  of 
it,  in  order  that  they  might  place  themselves  in  a  position  of  opposition  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  counti'y.  In  many  instances  that  has  been  done.  I  do  not  say  it  has  beeu 
done  there  in  all  instances;  but  I  do  believe  it  has  been  generally  so.  Many  of  them 
advised  the  most  respectable  portion  of  the  community,  as  they  took  unto  themselves 
all  the  decency  of  the  country,  the  non-reconstrnotion  men,  or  the  non-action  men,  as 
they  call  them  in  that  State,  to  keep  away  from  the  polls  and  not  to  vote  in  the  elec- 
tions, to  permit  the  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags,  the  negroes  and  radicals,  to  take 
the  government  and  run  it.  I  advised  a  different  course,  and  dui-ing  that  election  for 
a  constitutional  convention  I  came  in  conflict  with  those  non-reconstruction  men,  who 
were  then  engaged  in  open  acts  of  violence  toward  many.  They  made  many  threats, 
and  many  acts  of  violence  were  committed  during  that  election,  as  was  reported 
through  the  press  of  the  country,  and  through  private  sources  that  did  not  find  their 
way  into  the  press,  and  many  that  will  never  find  their  way  out,  because  it  was  not 
generally  known.    During  the  last  election 

QuesH(yn.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  That  was  the  election  for  members  of  the  legislature.  That  comes  inunedi- 
ately  within  my  own  knoTnedge,  for  then  I  came  in  direct  conflict  with  these  lawless 
men,  more  or  less,  because  then  I  espoused  the  republican  cause ;  that  was  some  few 
months  since.  I,  with  some  few  other  men  who  had  been  acting  with  the  democratio 
party  up  to  that  time,  ooncluded  that  we  would  act  with  it  no  longer  if  it  was  to  be 
governed  by  such  men  as  those.  I  was  willing  to  leave  the  race  of  life  free  and  open 
to  all ;  I  counseled  submission  to  the  x>owers  that  rule  the  Gk>vernment.  At  that  time 
there  came  to  my  immediate  city,  and  in  the  neighborhood,  a  band  of  men  in  disguise, 
some  twenty  in  number.  This  was  after  the  election.  They  shot  a  colored  man  in  the 
suburbs  of  the  city,  very  severely  beat  another,  and  also  beat  the  wife  of  the  colored 
man  whom  they  shot,  and  who  was  a  bright-colored  woiftin.  Is  it  desired  that  I  should 
give  names  and  dates  ? 

QuesUon,  Give  the  names  as  nearly  as  yoh  can. 

Answer,  The  name  of  the  colored  man  who  was  shot  was  Joe  Kennedy;  and  tjie  name 
of  the  colored  man  who  was  beaten  was  Jourdan  Ware.  In  justice  to  those  men,  if 
there  can  be  any  palliation  of  their  crimes,  I  will  say  that  the  reason  they  gave  for 
beating  Jourdan  Ware  was  that  he  had  made  some  insulting  remark  to  a  white  lady — 
a  lady  with  whom  I  am  well  acquainted*  Previons  to  that  time  he  had  borne  the  rep- 
utation of  beiug  an  humble  and  obedient  negro.  He  had  a  little  farm,  and  was  da*i^ 
well,  and  was  comfortable,  though  in  a  neighborhood  surrounded  by  the  poorer  clabs  <5 
white  people,  who  did  not  like  his  residence  there.  He  may  or  may  not  have  made 
some  insu]  tmg  remark  to  a  white  lady ;  I  do  not  say  \diether  he  did  or  did  not,  though, 
from  my  knowledge  of  him,  my  opinion  is  that  he  didnot. 
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^etftoM.  Let  me  tmderstand  the  character  of  the  allegation  against  him.  Yon  say 
that  he  made  some  insulting  proposal  to  a  white  lady  f 

Ansuxr,  O,  no ;  that  he  had  just  madeySome  insulting  remark.  He  remarked,  "  Hot? 
d'ye,  sis,"  or  something  of  that  kind,  as  the  young  lady  passed  down  the  road.  She 
was  a  sister  of  the  lady  of  whom  he  had  rented  the  place  on  which  he  was  living.  He 
was  driven  away  from  his  home,  and  came  ver^  near  heing  killed.  The  charge  they 
bad  against  Joe  Kennedy  was  that  he  had  mamed  this  mulatto  girl,  and  they  did  not 
intend  he  should  marry  so  white  a  woman  as  she  was ;  and  they  beat  her  also  for  mar- 
rying so  black  a  negro  as  he  was.  They  told  me  that  these  men  stated  that  they  had 
such  charges  against  them.  Thc^  also  stated  in  that  neighborhood,  as  they  went  along 
home,  that  that  was  what  they  did  it  for. 

Question,  Did  you  know  Kennedy  t 

Answer.  I  know  the  boy  j  I  put  him  to  work  on  the  police  force  at  Rome  while  I  was 
mayor  of  the  city.  He  has  as  good  a  reputation  as  anybody  there.  I  saw  this  party 
as  they  went  out  of  town.  Tbey  came  groanipg  through  the  streets  of  the  city  of 
Rome,  and  I  heard  them ;  I  was  sitting  by  my  stove ;  it  was  the  6th  of  February,  I 
think ;  I  did  not  get  up  as  I  heard  them  going  down. 

By  Mr.  Cobuun: 

Question.  What  time  of  the  night  was  that  7 

Jnstcer.  I  think  it  was  about  12  o'clock  at  night.  As  they  came  back,  I  raised  my 
window  and  looked  out  and  saw  them  as  they  i)assed  the  comer.  I  heard  some  one 
inquire  who  they  were,  and  the  reply  was  thattney  were  some  of  the  Ku-Klux.  I  was 
a  little  uneasy,  tor  I  had  been  notified  by  some  friends  that  I  had  better  be  watchful 
and  careful.  I  was  not  so  uneasy  about  myself,  because  I  generally  keep  myself  pro- 
vided with  fire-arms,  and  I  did  not  think  they  would  really  attack  me  in  my  own 
house.  They  did  no  act  of  violence  in  the  city  except  to  draw  their  weapons  on  some 
men. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

^itestion.  From  what  you  could  see  of  them,  what  was  their  appearance  t 

Answer,  The  night  was  dark,  and  they  all  looked  black  to  me. 

Question,  Were  they  on  horseback  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.  I  did  not  go  out  at  all,  for  I  did  not  want  to  get  into  any  mSl^  with 
them.  They  knew  the  opinion  I  had  of  them,  for  I  had  denounced  them  frequently  in 
my  speeches  there.  A  short  time  before  that,  just  preceding  the  election,  some  forty 
in  number  disguised  themselves  and  rode  around  to  the  dilferent  farms  where  there 
were  a  great  many  colored  people,  and  some  white  people ;  this  was  stated  to  me  both 
by  the  whited.  and  the  blacks,  and  both  before  and  smce  the  election.  They  went 
there  and  notified  them,  both  in  writing  and  verbally,  that  they  must  not  leave  their 
homes  on  the  day  of  election ;  that  if  they  did  they  would  suffer  a  very  severe  penalty. 
6ome  of  them  were  very  severely  whipped ;  two  of  them  showed  themselves  to  me 
with  their  backs  very  much  lacerated.  They  were  colored  men,  and  their  names  wei*e 
William  Garrett  and  William  Bradham.  Those  two  were  whipped  after  the  election, 
as  they  said,  for  being  almost  too  smart ;  they  were  smart  and  shrewd  boys ;  one  of 
them  could  read  and  write  very  well.  A  great  many  of  them  did  not  go  to  the  elec- 
tion* There  were  some  eight  hundred  and  fifty  colored  registered  voters,  and  some 
five  hundred  white  persons,  who  acted  with  the  republican  ^irty ;  and  about  seven  or 
eight  hundred  of  them  did  hot  vote  in  the  election  at  all.  However,  I  do  not  make 
any  particular  complaint  of  that ;  all  things  are  fair  in  elections  as  in  war,  and  if  they 
eonld  beat  me  in  an  election,  all  right.  But  I  was  opposed  to  their  committing  these 
acts  of  violence.  I  have  no  complaint  to  allege  against  the  Ku-Klux  orgaotzation  as  a 
Ku-Klux  organization,  if  they  wiU  not  commit  acts  of  violence.  If  it  is  a  political  or- 
ganization, and  can  carry  its  row  upon  fair  and  legitimate  terms,  I  do  not  oppose  it ; 
out  I  do  oppose  this  violence  and  bloodshed.  There  is  now,  or  wad  up  to  a  very  few 
days  ago,  a  band  of  disguised  men  who  were  going  around  through  the  country. 

Question,  Perhaps  you  had  better  keep  on  in  th^  connection  and  state  all  the  acts  of 
violence  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so. 

Answer,  Well,  there  was  a  colored  man  that  they  whipped  within  four  miles  of  the 
city  of  Rome,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten.  He  lives  on  the  plantation  of  one  Mr. 
Br^-ant.  Then  there  was  one  there.  I  believe,  by  the  name  of  Patrick  King,  who  was 
very  severely  beaten  by  them ;  and  another  by  the  name  of  Hilliard  Johnson.  Some 
women  were  badly  abused  by  them ;  their  names,  if  I  remember  correctly,  were  Adelia 
Horton,  Anna  Bryant,  atid  one  other  girl  whose  name  I  really  have  forgotten ;  they 
were  violated  by  these  same  men,  as  testified  to  by  parties  who  saw  the  act  oommitteif  . 

Question,  Do  you  mean  that  they  committed  rape  upon  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Now,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Ku-Klux  organization  as  a  body 
would  subscribe  to  such  a  tMng  as  that.  But  it  is  well  known  to  them  that  where 
there  are  so  many  men  together  such  things  will  be  done,  as  it  used  to  be  during  the 
TobdUon;  sometimes  half  a  dozen  bad  men  would  slip  out  of  a  company  and  commit 


76  CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

some  crimes  that  would  attach  to  the  whole  hri^^e  or  regiment.  I  believe  there 
were  some  clever  men  in  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  who  fostered  it  for  its  politimd 
effect,  but  who  would  have  no  intention  to  countenance  any  crime  of  assassiuatioii  or 
murder.  There  are  some  two  or  three  whites  who  have  been  very  badiy  used  in  my 
immediate  county,  whose  names  I  have  forgotten.  As  to  the  ac^joinin^  counties,  I  do 
not  know  of  my  personal  knowledge ;  I  only  know  from  high  democratic  sources  what 
has  been  done  by  these  men,  all  of  which  you  will  get  from  other  witnesses  who  wiH 
testify  here,  and  who  are  more  familiar  with  the  facts  than  I  am  myself. 

Qtiestion.  Perhaps  you  may  as  well  state,  in  a  general  way,  such  transactions  aa  haTb 
come  to  your  knowledge  from  credible  sources. 

Answer,  I  have  it  from  information  that  nobody  will  controvert  at  all.    It  wiU  be 
necessary  for  me  to  state  that  a  short  time  ago,  about  the  same  .time  these  oatrages 
were  perpetrated  in  Floyd  County,  an  outrage  was  committed  on  the  plantation  of  one 
Mr.  Foster,  whom  I  have  known  for  years,  a  democrat  ami  a  clever  man.    He  had 
employed  a  number  of  colored  people  on  his  place,  among  whom  was  an  old  man  by 
the  name  of  Ellison.    Some  men  went'there  to  see  him  during  the  day,  while  he  was 
plowing  in  the  field,  and  tried  to  get  him  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  them  against 
the  Kn-Klux.    He  told  them  that  he  did  not  like  to  have  anything  to  do  with  anything 
away  from  home.    Those  men  went  to  him  without  disguises.    They  finally  prevailed 
on  him  to  give  them  some  feed  for  their  horses,  which  he  did.    He  said  on  his  deatt^ 
bed  that  he  told  them  he  had  not  voted  at  any  election,  that  he  did  not  think  ho  had 
any  chance  in  the  country,  and  all  he  wanted  to  do  was  to  make  a  living  for  himself^ 
wife,  and  children.    Some  two  nights  afterwards  they  went  back  in  dis^ise,  some 
fifteen  or  sixteen  of  them,  and  called  him  out  to  the  gate.    He  saw  that  they  wanted 
to  do  some  violence  to  him,  and  he  broke  and  got  away  from,  them,  and  was  abont 
getting  into  the  woods  when  he  fell  down.    Before  he  could  get  up  and  go  away  they 
struck  nim  over  the  head  three  blows  with  a  saber  and  cut  him  to  the  brain,  and  thetf 
they  went  back  to  his  house.    After  a  time  he  got  up  and  undertook  to  get  back  to  the 
house  by  creeping  along  holding  to  the  fence ;  as  he  turned  the  corner  he  was  met  by 
them,  and  they  shot  him  in  botn  arms  and  in  both  breasts.    Mr.  Foster  came  out  and 
took  him  up  and  carried  him  into  the  cabin ;  he  told  him  the  fEM^ts  that  I  have  related ; 
that  the  men  had  been  there  before  and  made  this  request  of  him,  and  that  he  told 
them  he  did  not  intend  to  leave  home  and  go  anvwhere ;  that  he  did  not  like  the  Kn- 
Klux,  was  opposed  to  their  movements,  and  did  not  intend  to  go  away  from  home. 
Mr.  Foster  and  his  two  sons,  both  of  whom  had  been  in  the  army,  one  as  lieutenant 
colonel  and  one  as  colonel,  and  one  of  whom  is  now  deputy  sheriff  in  my  county,  were 
very  much  excited  over  this,  and  the  deputy  sheriff  weut  over  there  to  assist  in  bring- 
ing these  men  to  justice.    The  parties  who  had  perpetrated  this  crime  got  very  uneasy, 
and  they  sent  over  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Wells'  Valley  den  to  come  over 
and  assist  them  to  coerce  old  man  Foster  and  make  him  be  quiet ;  that  he  was  abont  to 
expose  them  for  killing  an  old  negro.    The  officer  did  not  go,  but  a  few  days  afterwards 
sent  down  word  to  tmit  den  that  he  had  been  informed  they  had  gone  out  on  that 
occasion  without  orders,  and  had  killed  this  old  negro  man,  and  they  must  take  care 
of  themselves;  that  they  would  not  bother  old  Mr.  Foster  abont  it  at  all.    I  got  this 
information  from  Mr.  Green  Foster,  a  son  of  the  old  man,  and  who  is  the  deputy  sheriff 
of  my  county ;  he  was  a  colonel  in  the  confederate  army,  and  is  a  high-toned  gentle- 
man.   He  says  that  the  senator  from  my  immediate  district,  who  was  over  there  abont 
this  time,  sent  word  to  Mr.  Kinchin  Foster,  that  this  man  who  was  in  command  of 
the  den    which   had  committed  •  this   crime,  had   gone   out   without   orders  firom 
fhe  commander,  and  if  he  went  out  anv  more  in  that  way  they  would  have  him 
executed.    Mr.  Foster  told  me  that  this  senator  told  him  so,  they  both  being  in  the 
same  party  ^gether.    A  few  days  before  I  left  home,  and  the  same  day  I  got  the 
dispatch  to  come  here,  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  sheriff  of  my  county  stating  that 
Mr.  Green  Foster  had  been  notified  in  writing  that  he  must  leave  there;  that  he  had 
been  threatened  by  the  order  because  he  was  opposed  to  these  acts  of  violence  by  these 
men,  and  was  cooperating  with  me  in  suppressing  it.    I  had  fourteen  warrants  sworn 
out  against  parties  whose  names  I  had  given  to  me  by  a  member  of  the  Klan,  and  was 
trying  to  have  them  arrested  and  see  if  I  could  not  break  up  their  acts  of  violence  in 
Floyd  County.    It  has  so  disturbed  the  labor  of  the  county  that  a  great  many  good 
men  had  gone  off;  and  I  thought  I  would  see  if  I  could  not  have  it  broken  up.    I  got 
the  governor  to  offer  rewards  K>r  their  arrest,  for  democrats,  like  mean  republicuis,  as 
they  call  them,  might  be  led  to  take  a  consideration  for  the  arrest  of  criminals.   We 
got  after  these  parties,  and  they  are  now  out  away  from  their  homes.    I  put  these 
warrants  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Foster ;  I  got  the  names  of  these  parties  from  a 
member  of  the  Klan  myself,  with  whom  I  was  on  friendly  relations.    Mr.  Foster  wanted 
me  to  get  the  United  States  authorities  in  Atlanta  to  send  some  assistance  to  him,  and 
I  went  to  see  the  marshal;  but  he  said  he  did  not  know  what  could  be  done.    In  the 
mean  time,  I  left  home  with  the  matter  in  that  shape.  ^  am  verv  anxious  on  that 
account  to  go  back  home,  as  my  own  safety,  and  that  of  some  of  my  ttiends,  is  in\olved 
in  it.    Inasmuch  as  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  abuse  of  Governor  Biillock  in  lefmv 
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ence  to  offiBring  these  rewards,  it  may  be  xrell  that  I  shonid  state  some  facts  to  the 
oommittee  to  uiow  why  the  rewards  should  have  been  offered,  chough  I  have  thf^ght 
perhaps  they  might  be  too  hieh  rewards.  It  was  thought  that  if  we  could  influence 
some  prominent  members  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  county  by  the  hope  of  getting 
these  rewards,  we  might  be  able  to  get  the  labor  of  the  county  somewhat  settled.  A 
great  many  colored  men  had  run  away  and  come  into  the  city,  and  a  great  many  of 
tbem  were  on  the  charges  of  some  of  us.  I  was  requested  to  go  and  see  the  governor ; 
I  weut  to  see  him,  and  ue  asked  me  to  make  out  a  general  statement  of  facts  when  I 
rttumed  borne,  and  to  embody  them  in  the  shape  of  a  proclamation,  which  I  did,  and 
sent  to  him.  The  proclamations  offering  rewards  were  based  upon  the  statements 
famished  by  me. 

Question.  Those  rewards  were  offered  for  the  arrest  of  the  ]>erpetrator8  of  these 
orimest 

Amwer.  For  the  arrest  of  the  perpetrators  mentioned  in  the  proclamations,  which 
also  mentioned  the  crimes. 

Question,  The  reward  was  offered  for  the  killing  of  the  old  man  in  Chattooga 
County  f 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir :  and  for  some  other  acts  reported  to  me.  Through  that  means  I 
hoped,  and  I  was  honest  and  faithful  in  the  effort,  upon  the  advice  of  some^of  the  best 
citizens  of  my  county,  that  Ve  should  break  up  the  operations  of  these  lawless  men.  I 
do  not  know  whether  they  are  Kn-Klux  or  not,  but  they  are  men  going  around  in  dis- 
guise, and  perpetrating  outrages,  ancV  always  on  republicans ;  or  if  on  anybody  else,  I 
do  not  know  it.  There  are  some  bad  men  in  the  republican  party  who  commit  acts 
which  I  do  not  subscribe  to ;  but  in  not  a  single  instance  in  my  county  have  I  known 
any  democrat  to  be  injured,  unless  it  was  an  old  man,  by  the  name  of  Borden,  by  two 
negroes  of  my  county,  upon  the  highway,  but  not  in  disguise :  and  they  are  now  in 
^aU,  and  will  be  tried  and  convicted.  There  have  been  some  few  little  thefts  perpetrated 
m  my  county,  and  in  all  the  cases  there  have  been  prosecutions  and  convictions  before 
the  courts.  But  in  none  of  these  cases  of  outrages  committed  by  bands  of  disguised 
men  in  my  county  have  there  been  any  arrests  made.  They  have  been  committed 
mostly  upon  the  defenseless  and  unprotected,  and  upon  republicans.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  because  they  are  republicans  that  they  are  abused  and  outraged  in  this 
way,  but  in  many  cases  they  tell  me  that  they  are  told  it  is  because  they  are  republi- 
cans and  vote  the  republican  ticket ;  and  I  have  some  good  grounds  to  think  that  it  is 
true  and  correct.  That  may  be  one  way  of  carrying  an  election ;  I  have  no  objection 
to  their  carrying  an  election  in  that  way,  if  they  can,  bat  I  want  the  perpetrators  of 
the  crimes  punished. 

Question,  In  relation  to  this  particular  case,  the  governor  did  offer  a  reward  for  the 
arrest  of  the  perpetrators  f 

Answfr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  arrested  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  there  has  been  no  one  arrested ;  they  have  not  been  able  to  make 
anv  arrests.  I  will  state  to  the  committee — ^and  it  is  in  strict  confidence,  and  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  mentioned  to  any  other  witness,  as  it  will  very  likely  interfere  with  the 
ends  of  justice  in  my  county — that  one  of  these  parties  has  been  arrested,  whom  I  pro- 
pose to  use  to  arrest  the  others.  He  is  under  a  bond  for  his  appearance  at  court,  and 
will  be  convicted  of  the  crime  with  which  he  stands  charged.  He  himself  says  that 
he  did  not  have  any  hand  in  perpetrating  some  of  the  most  outrageous  crimes,  and 
that  he  counseled  and  advised  against  it.  He  is  one  of  this  party  of  nftieen  men.  The 
last  outrage  was  perpetrated  only  a  short  time  since.  Of  the  others  we  have  not  been 
able  to  make  any  arrest. 

Question,  Are  you  speaking  now  of  the  killing  of  old  man  Ellison  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir;  I  am  speaking  of  the  crimes  perpetrated  since  then. 

Qmestion,  Were  any  parties  arrested  who  were  concerned  in  killing  old  man  Ellison  t 

Answer.  No,  sir^  and  they  are  afraid  to  make  any  move.  Old  man  Foster  told  me 
himself  that  his  life  would  not  be  worth  a  cent  if  he  undertook  to  do  it,  fhough  he  says 
he  knows  the  parties.  Colonel  Fost^  went  over  there  to  make  the  arrests,  and  he  told 
me  that  his  father  and  brother  told  him  that  it  would  not  do.  We  had  agreed  together 
to  put  our  lives  in  the  scale  and  break  it  up,  he  a  democrat  and  I  a  republican.  I  do 
not  intend  to  flinch  in  it ;  I  am  going  to  see  that  they  are  broken  np  in  my  county,  if 
it  can  be  done  by  any  fair  means.  K  I  am  satisfied  the  government  of  the  State  and 
the  Federal  Government  will  not  give  us  aid,  I  intend  to  organize  a  counter  Klan,  and 
when  they  kill  one  of  us,  I  will  kill  two  of  them.  I  have  told  them  so  in  speeches 
there,  and  1  will  tell  them  so  again  when  I  go  back.  J  have  not  slept  in  peace  in  my 
room  for  months ;  I  have  kept  two  double-barreled  guns  at  my  side  and  a  repeater 
under  my  pillow.  I  have  come  in  contact  with  these  men,  and  they  have  felt  my  hand 
to  some  extent ;  they  know  if  they  come  about  the  house  where  I  am  they  cannot  get 
aooess  to  me  without  some  of  them  being  hurt.  I  have  been  anticipating  it  for  some 
time  pant,  and  I  fear  it  now  more  than  before,  because  I  am  engaged  in  prosecuting 
these  men.    Colonel  Foster  and  myself  had  agreed,  and  we  intend  to  stand  agreed,  *- 
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prosecute  these  men,  and  have  them  arrested  if  we  can  do  it.  They  have  openly  pro- 
cla^cd  resistance,  and,  as  I  have  been  informed,  they  have  had  two  or  three  coancila 
since,  and  sworn  to  resist.  The  symi^athies  of  a  lar^e  m^ority  of  the  people  are  with 
them  in  their  intimidation  of  the  republicans  from  voting  and  in  whipping  then^  I 
do  not  think  that  some  of  the  best  ones  among  them  would  absolutely  countenance 
and  aid  murder,  assassination,  robbery,  and  things  of  tliat  kind.  But  a  great  m^gorit^ 
of  them  do  not  feel  disposed  to  break  them  up,  because  they  see  it  keeps  the  republi- 
cans away  from  the  polls,  and  that  is  a  gieat  thing  with  this  organization. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  last  outrage  that  had  been  committed  there ;  what  was 
that! 

Answer,  That  was  going  around  and  whippinc  a  great  many  colored  men,  driving 
them  away  iixim  their  homes,  breaking  up  their  Bttlc  farming  operations,  taking  their 
horses  away,  &c. 

Quesihn.  How  long  ago  was  that  T 

Answer,  That  was  about  three  months  ago.  I  have  been,  I  think,  some  two  or  three 
months  engaged  in  finding  out  who  they  were;  it  was  only  two  or  three  weeks  ag? 
that  I  got  out  warrants  against  them. 

QiiesUon^  Was  this  all  &ue  in  one  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Rome  f 

Answer.  It  was  some  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the  city. 

Question.  Were  these  persons  who  were  taken  out  and  whipped  on  that  occasion 
colored  f 

Answer.  All  except  two ;  and  they  were  not  whipped,  but  otherwise  ill-used ;  those 
two  were  one  gentleman  and  one  lady. 

Question.  They  were  not  beaten  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not  beaten  as  .the  colored  people  were  beaten,  but  were 
abused  in  one  way  and  another. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  they  gave  any  reason  for  doing  that  t 

Answer.  None,  except  that  they  had  no  particular  business  in  the  country.  I  think 
they  wanted  to  go  out  generally  and  maKe  a  little  raid  on  them  for  their  guns  and 
XJistols,  and  finally  drive  them  away  froia  the  country. 

Question.  Did  they  take  away  their  arms  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  took  their  guns  and  took  their  money. 

Question.  How  has  it  been  on  these  various  occasions  when  they  have  been  out  on 
expeditions  against  colored  people ;  have  .they  taken  away  their  guns  I 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  isir ;  and  on  some  occasions  they  have  taken  other  property ;  they  took 
firom  Jourdan  Ware  a  valuable  geld  watch  and  some  money. 

Question.  Mr.  Forsyth,  from  your  county,  spoke  of  having  succeeded  in  convicting 
three  men  f    . 

Answer.  That  was  in  Chattooga  County.  One  of  the  men  was  named  Payton,  another 
was  named  Epps,  and  another  was  named  Kelley.  Mr.  Epps  was  a  man  whom  the  Kn- 
Klux  had  taken  out  of  the  calaboose.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  went  to  Mr.  Allgood's 
calaboose  in  disguise,  and  released  him.  Mr.  Allgood  has  a  large  factory  there ;  and 
my  brother  was  there  the  night  it  was  done.  He  has  been  there  on  three  occasioas 
when  they  have  been  there  in  disguise.    My  brother  is  a  very  violent  democrat. 

Question.  We  have  heard  sometlung  from  Mr.  Forsyth  in  relation  to  the  reward  offered 
by  the  governor  in  that  case. 

Answer.  1  mentioned  a  proclamation  of  reward  by  the  governor ;  that  was  another 
proclamation  that  I  myself  arranged,  furnishing  the  dates,  and  a  statment  of  the  crimes 
perpetrated. 

Question.  You  were  instrumental  in  procuring  that  reward  to  be  offered  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  how  large  a  reward  he  would  ofifer^  but  I  rec[neBted 
him  to  oiTer  a  reward.  It  may  or  it  may  not  be  too  large ;  I  do  not  disagree  with  him 
in  that  particular. 

Question.  Ixr  the  other  case  where  the  governor  offered  a  reward,  you  say  that  nobody 
has  yet  been  arrested  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  and  it  requires  a  conviction  before  any  reward  can  be  paid.  I  so 
worded  it  myself,  in  order  to  prevent  any  unfair  means  being  taken  of  the  governor:  I 
told  him  that  I  desired  to  put  it  in  that  shape.  Those  men  who  broke  Epps  out  of  tne 
calaboose  at  Allgood's — ^he  stated  to  me  who  the  parties  were  that  broke  him  out—I 
intend  to  have  arrested.  He  said  he  was  a  member  of  their  organization,  and  gave  me 
their  grip,  pass-word,  and  countersign ;  and  Mr.  Payton  also  told  me  the  same  thing. 
They  told  me  this  at  different  times,  neither  of  them  knowing  that  the  other  had  given 
the  names  of  the  same  men. 

Question.  You  have  given  us  to  some  extent  your  idea  as  to  how  this  order  started. 
What  information  have  you  in  relation  to  its  form  of  organization,  and  as  to  how  exten- 
sive it  is  f 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  at  stU  except  its  acts ;  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  its  Inside 
movements  and  operations.    I  see  the  victims  of  their  wrath*  ^ 
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QuetMam.  Yon  spoke  of  some  information  that  you  got  from  this  man  who  was  taken 
out  of  the  calaboose. 

uinncer.  He  only  gave  mo  their  grip,  pass-word,  and  coontersign,  told  mo  about  what 
tbey  had  done,  what  disguise  they  wore,  as  did  Payton.  The  reason  I  have  faith  in 
tbeir  statements  is  that  they  made  the  statement  at  different  times,  gave  the  names  of 
the  same  parties  who  had  aided  in  breaking  this  man  out  of  the  calaboose,  neither 
knowing  what  the  other  had  said. 

Quation.  Their  information  corresponded  f 

AuBwer,  Tes,  sir ;  and  neither  one  knew  what  the  other  had  said  to  me,  or  that  he  had 
stated  to  me  anything  about  it,  because  they  were  separated. 

^ueslum.  And- you  did  not  get  any  information  from  either  of  them  as  to  the  particu- 
lar mode  of  the  organization,  or  as  to  how  the  order  was  officered,  &c.  f 

Jnswer,  No,  sir;  only  that  they  intended  to  keep  the  negroes  from  voting,  to  whip 
them,  to  clean  them  out,  and  keep  them  from  taking  any  part  in  the  elections:  that 
"was  their  first  intention.  ,  There  have  been  a  great  many  outrages  committed  which  I 
do  not  think  were  intended  by  the  organization  as  an  organization ;  but  it  is  done  by 
the  worst  element  in  it.  Some  of  the  organization  may  swear  it  is  not  done  by  the  organ- 
ization ;  they  do  not  know  who  did  it,  &t  a  half  dozen  men  out  of  fifty  men  might  con- 
Sire  together  and  go  and  commit  a  murder,  and  the  others  need  not  know  anything 
out  it. 

QuesUoH,  Ton  think  that  amon^  the  better  portion  of  those  who  belong  to  it,  it  is  in- 
tended to  produce  merely  a  political  effect  f 

Ans2ter.  That  is  alL 

<iue$tUm.  Do  you  think,  from  the  fact  that  such  is  its  purpose  and  object,  that  those 
men  are  led  not  to  interfere  against  this  organization,  even  when  it  does  these  wrongful, 
outrageous  actst 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  they  sympathize  with  them.  I  could  give  you  some  positive 
testimony  on  that  point. 

Question.  State  any  facts  you  know  bearing  upon  that. 

Answer.  Well,  a  very  short  time  ago  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Wash  Calhoun  was 
working  in  the  rolling-mill  at  Bome.  Three  parties  came  into  Borne  inquiring  of  some 
persons  there  if  they  could  tell  them  where  he  lived,  where  he  went  to  at  night.  They 
finally  succeeded  in  finding  out  where  he  lived,  and  went  and  stationed  themselves  on  the 
comer,  so  as  to  be  ready  mr  him  as  he  went  W.  As  he  went  home,  about  8  o'clock  at 
night,  these  three  men  shot  him  five  times.  They  did  not  kill  hini,  however,  for  he  is 
ahve  now ;  they  crippled  and  mined  him  for  life.  He  sent  for  me  as  soon  as  ho  could, 
but  I  was  very  busy,  naving  to  leave  the  city,  and  did  not  go  to  see  him.  When  I  came 
back  he  was  able  to  be  brought  to  town  to  see  me.  He  told  me  that  he  had  married  a 
bright  mulatto  girl,  whom  one  of  these  men  who  had  shot  him  had  been  keeping  as  his 
mi^ress,  and  that  he  knew  of  no  other  reason  for  their  shooting  him.  There  were  true 
bills  found  against  three  of  these  parties,  two  of  whom  have  been  acquitted.  Some  of 
the  prominent  members  of  the  democratic  party,  and  generally  believed  to  be  identi- 
fied with  the  organization,  came  up  and  went  on  their  bonds.  One  of  those  men  has 
never  been  captured,  but  has  been  advised  b^  his  counsel  to  keep  away,  that  it  would 
not  be  so  easy  for  him  to  get  clear  as  it  was  lor  the  other  two. 

Question.  Were  the  men  who  #[>mmitted  the  act  in  disguise  t 

Answer,  They  were  not  in  disguise  when  they  were  going  up  there,  or  very  slightly 
disguised,  if  at  all.  They  stated  at  the  court  that  they  could  prove  by  twenty  men 
that  they  were  not  in  Bome  at  all ;  but  they  would  not  introduce  any  ^timony,  but 
Just  gave  bond.  When  the  case  was  tried  I  do  not  think  there  was  a  doubt  upon  the 
mind  of  a  single  member  of  the  court  that  thev  know  all  about  the  murder.  I  do  not 
think  their  counsel  thinks  that  one  of  them  had  anything  to  do  with  the  direct  assassi- 
nation, but  I  am  satisfied  from  his  statements  to  mo  that  he  knew  all  about  it,  and  that 
one  of  the  parties  against  whom  warrants  were  out  was  the  party  who  did  the  work. 
Well,  they  say  it  is  only  a  damned  nigger  killed,  and  it  does  not  make  any  diilerence; 
that  is  the  way  they  talk  among  the  more  ignorant. 

Question.  Did  these  two  men  who  were  acquitted  get  up  an  aUbi  1 

Answer,  They  proved  anoUM;  but  there  is  no  doubt  they  were  in  the  city  a  few 
minutes  before  the  shooting  occurred ;  but  they  proved  that  they  were  not  there  when 
the  shooting  occurred.  These  men  live  in  the  country  and  are  sons  of  respectable  farm- 
ers in  the  country.  Of  course  when  they  come  to  town  they  are  taken  by  the  hand 
by  a  great  many  men  who  we  all  know  are  very  violently  opposed  to  the  republican 
jHArty ;  they  secured  bonds  at  once,  and  were  release^  and  finally  got  clear.  One  of  the 
same  party  has  not  yet  been  tried. 

QuaAUm.  He  has  not  been  arrested  T 

Answer.  Ko,  sir :  but  he  is  there  in  the  neighborhood* 

Question.  Is  he  in  the  vicinity  there  f 

.Answer.  O,  ves ;  I  have  seen  him  twenty  times,  I  reckon.  Well,  that  is  one  case.  I 
lave  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  but  what  the  sympathy  of  that  particular  element  is 
with  them.    There  are  a  great  many  good  men  in  the  party  who  I  nave  no  doubt  would 
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be  glad  to  see  the  law  executed ;  bnt  of  that  particular  under-class  the  great  majority 
sympathize  with  these  parties.  i 

Qucslion,  Let  me  inquire  whether  there  has  been  in  all  this  class  of  cases  in  your 
county,  where  disguised  men  have  gone  out  in  bands  and  perpetrated  any  of  these  acta, 
anybody  yet  prosecuted  for  auy  of  those  acts  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  at  all. 

Question.  Nobody  has  been  arrested  ? 

Anstcer.  None,  and  no  effort  made  to  arrest  any  except  these  men  I  am  trying  now  tc 
hare  arrested.  I  am  the  only  man  who  has  sworn  out  a  warrant  against  them.  1 
have  been  working  for  six  long  months  to  get  into  it,  and  I  have  succeedeu  in  doing 
so.  I  should  not  have  made  that  statement,  tliough  it  may  go  as  it  is.  I  have  made 
up  my  mind  to  fight  them  ;  I  am  going  to  demand  of  my  personal  friends  to  stand 
by  me,  and  I  will  see  whether  they  go  for  peace  and  order  or  whether  for  cut-throats 
or  vagabonds. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  is  the  difficulty  of  apprehending  and  brin^^ng  these  men 
to  punishment  in  any  considerable  degree  inoreascKl  by  this  sympathy  In  uieir  favor  f 

Anstcer,  In  some  instances  it  is,  and  in  others  the  difficulty  is  from  fear  of  being 
assassinated. 

Question,  You  think  that  thjQ  difficulty  in  ferreting  out  and  prosecuting  these  men  is 
to  some  extent  in  consequence  of  the  sympathy  with  them  f 

Answer,  There  is  no  doubt  about  that;  none  m  the  world. 

Question,  And  you  say  that  another  ^reat  obstaclt3  also  in  the  way  of  finding  them 
out  and  bringing  them  to  punishment  as  the  fear  which  the  people  have  of  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  given  facts  by  parties  who  have  exacted  from  me  a 
faithful  promise  not  to  give  their  names,  for  their  lives  would  not  be  worth  a  cent  to 
them  In  the  neighorhood  where  they  lived  if  it  was  known. 

Question.  They  are  afiraid  to  be  witnesses  if  they  know  anything  f 

Answer,  They  are  not  going  to  be ;  they  know  facts,  but  will  not  testify  to  them« 
One  of  the  witnesses  who  testified  in  court  told  me  a  very  different  story ;  in  other 
words,  he  did  not  testify  to  what  he  told  me. 

Question.  You  think  this  fear  of  being  visited  and  punished  by  these  bands  of  dis- 
guised men  prevents  people  from  either  prosecuting  them  or  testifying  against  them  f 

Answer,  There  is  no  sensible-minded  man  in  my  country  who  doubts  that  for  a  mo- 
ment ;  it  is  a  matter  that  is  known  to  every  one ;  in  fact,  it  is  plain  to  all  of  them.  In 
my  opinion,  that  is  one  great  reason.which  prevents  good  men  from  coming  up  and 
prosecuting  these  men.  The  mjyority  is  so  large  against  them,  and  they  are  so  firmly 
united  together  by  the  peri)etration  of  common  crimes,  that  these  i)eople  who  know 
what  they  have  done  feel  certain  they  will  drive  them  away  from  their  homes  and  per- 
petrate outrages  upon  them  if  they  tell  what  they  know. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  similar  operations  in  other  counties  or  in  other  parts  of 
the  State  t 

Answer,  In  Bartow  County,  in  Polk  County,  in  Chattooga,  Walker,  Murray,  Gordon, 
and  Dade  Counties,  and  in  some  other  counties  down  in  the  country  below  Atlanta, 
these  things  have  taken  place.  I  presume  you  will  have* other  witnesses  who  can  give 
you  very  important  facts  in  regard  to  them.  ^ 

Question,  I  wish  to  inquire  generally  over  how  mtRh  of  your  State  does  this  thing 
seem  to  extend,  or  is  it  all  over  the  St-ate  f 

Answer.  I  think  probably  there  are  many  counties  where  there  have  been  no  crimes 
of  this  kind  perpetrated. 

Question,  In  all  the  counties  about  you  does  this  state  of  things  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  exist  f 

Answer,  Not  so  much  in  Cass  County  as  it  is  in  Polk,  Floyd,  Chattooga,  Walker, 
Murray,  and  Gordon  Counties. 

Question,  Does  their  plan  of  operations  seem  to  be  the  same  everywhere  you  havB 
heard  of  them  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  about  the  same. 

Question,  From  what  you  have  seen  of  the  Oj^rations  of  these  bands  and  the  similar- 
ity of  their  mode  of  doing  these  things,  what  is  your  idea  in  relation  to  the  extent  of 
the  organization  f 

Anstcer,  My  opinion  is  that,  as  a  political  organization,  at  one  time  it  ramified  a  con- 
siderable extent  of  territory  ;  that  is  my  opinion  firom  coming  in  contact  with  people 
from  different  parts  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  I  do  not  think  the  fact  will  be  contro- 
verted that  it  was  used  as  a  political  organization  along  in  the  election  for  governor, 
and  in  the  recent  election  for  members  of  the  legislature,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent* 
Nobody  can  find  any  particular  complaint  or  objection  to  that ;  I  do  not,  if  they  do 
not  go  to  killing  people.  I  had  no  objection  to  the  Know-Nothiugs  when  they  were  a 
secret  political  organization,  thongh,  of  course,  I  opposed  their  politics  very  bitterly. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  do  not  oppose  the  organization^  in  its  murdering 

people?  ^'  -gitizedbyX 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  that.     I  say  if  they  oonfiine  themselves  within  lea* 
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soDftble  limits,  and  do  not  violate  the  law,  I  am  not  opposed  to  them;  bat  that,  I  think, 
is  a  violation  of  law,  and  an  outrage  npon  the  rights  of  a  free  people. 

Qumthn.  Your  idea  is  that  the  f^eneral  purpose  of  the  organization  is  to  prevent  i>eo- 
pie  ftx)m  voting,  especially  the  colored  people  f 

Ansver.  Yes.  sir,  there  is  no  doubt  about  it  in  my  county ;  and  I  presume  what  trans- 
pired in  my  own  immediate  county  was  the  same  as  that  which  transpired  in  every 
other  place  where  they  had  any  existence  at  all.    There  was  not  so  much  necessity  for 
it  in  some  localities  as  in  others. 
Question,  You  think  it  answered  the  purpose  well? 
Ait9tter.  Yes,  sir,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

QwBtiian.  Does  it  have  the  efiidct  of  intimidating  colored  people  and  preventing  them 
tnm  votiiig  f 

Anmcer.  Not  only  colored  people,  but  a  great  many  good  n^ite  men.  I  could  sive 
yon  the  names  of  some  of  the  best  men  in  my  county  who  were  absolutely  afraid  to 
go  to  the  election.  They  would  testify  so,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  them  here 
at  all.  I  do  not  think  any  good,  clever  man  in  my  county  can  controvert  that  point 
stall. 

Questian,  Does  this  fear  of  evil  consequences  from  goiuff  to  the  polls  to  vote  apply  to 
both  sides  t    Is  anybody  there  afraid  to  go  and  vote  the  democrauo  ticket  t 

Answer.  You  hear  in  one  or  two  instances  where  they  have  got  into  am^Z^,  and  where 
the  one  party  has  driven  the  other  from  the  polls ;  but  it  is  generally  commenced  by 
so-caUed  democrats,  though  I  do  not  think  they  are  very  good  democrats;  not  my  sort,, 
and  I  have  always  been  one. 

QnesHom.  You  say  there  is  no  general  feeling  of  intimidation  which  would  prevent 
the  people  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f 
Jnmcer,  O,  no ;  they  have  no  trouble,  none  at  all.  * 

Questum,  But  you  say  that  the  <q>eration8  of  these  bands  of  disguised  men  do  have 
the  efiect  of  deterring  the  republicans,  both  white  and  black,  from  going  to  the  polls 
to  vote  f 

Answer,  There  is  no  dovibt  about  that  fact,  none  in  the  world;  it  is  as  plain  as  the 
sun  in  the  heavens.    The  most  timid  ones  among  them  are  not  going  out  and  come  in 
contact  witlr  the  violent  rabble. 
QmmH&n.  Have  the  colored  people  expressed  that  fear  to  you  t 
Answer.  Not  in  many  cases  to  me,  but  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  true  not  only  with  regard 
to  colored  men  but  white  men.     I  tell  you  that  some  of  the  best  men  in  my  county, 
good,  humble  farmers,  are  afraid  to  vote. 
Que»H<m,  Yon  say  this  has^had  a  very  bad  effect  upon  the  labor  of  the  country  T 
Ammcer.  Yes,  nr ;  it  has  pretty  nearly  devastated  one  section  of  my  country. 
Question.  Do  the  colored  people  leave  the  country  and  go  into  the  towns  in  conse- 
quence of  that  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  n 

Question,  Have  you  known  instances  of  that  t 
Afiswer.  Yes,  mr. 

Question.  Does  it  prevail  to  any  considerable  extent  t 
Answer.  I  can  give  you  the  names  of  three  or  four  parties  who  have  left  their  farms. 

There  is  a  Methc^st  preacher  by  the  name  of Well,  I  know  his  name  very  well, 

but  I  cannot  call  it  right  now ;  J  will  think  of  it  after  a  while.  .Some  of  these  people, 
named  Taylor,  Ware,  Johnson,  came  into  town  and  left  their  places,  their  little  crops 
of  wheat,  because  they  were  driven  away.  And  in  Chattoosa  County  I  think  some 
nereBteea  or  eighteen  in  different  squads  had  to  flee  and  get  away  for  their  lives.  I 
think  that  was  done  for  a  different  purpose  than  a  political  purpose,  though  that  may 
have  been  oneK>f  the  purposes ;  but  there  was  another  purpose  that  conspired  with  it. 
Question.  I  do  not  refer  to  instances  where  men  have  been  driven  off  pieces  of  land 
that  somebody  else  wanted ;  I  refer  to  cases  where  the  acts  of  these  lawless  bands 
have  driven  them  away  from  their  homes. 

Answer,  I  have  given  the  names  of  some  of  these  parties ;  one  of  them  killed  a  Ku- 
Klox,  and  they  have  been  after  him  ever  since ;  they  have  been  at  Rome  two  or  thiee 
Umes. 
Question,  Was  he  driven  away  from  his  place,  do  you  think  t 
Answer,  I  know  it. 

Question,  Was  he  attacked  by  a  band  of  them  t 

Anffwtr,  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  to  his  house  and  very  stverely  ill-used  him  and  his  wife ; 
be  shot  one  of  them  and  killed  him. 

Question.  Did  it  turn  out  who  that  man  was  who  was  killed  T 

Answer.  I  say  he  killed  him ;  I  know  he  shot  him ;  I  will  not  say  positively  that  he 
10  dead,  but  he  was  very  severely  shot,  and  I  believe  he  did  kill  him 
Qnosiion,  Where  was  that  f 

Answer,  That  was  in  Chattooga  County,. twenty  miles  from  Rome.  ^  j 

Qiieslioik  WhenwasitT  gitizedby  VjOO^I^ 

Answer,  It  was  sometime  last  year.  In  numbers  of  cases  they  have  been  driven  away 

6a 
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from  their  little  homes  in  the  coantry.  This  Methodist  minister  I  referred  to  had  quite 
a  little  interesting  family,  quite  a  comfortable  home ;  but  he  has  just  had  to  leave  it  all, 
and  it  has  almost  ruined  him.  He  has  been  to  my  office,  I  reckon,  twenty  times,  trying 
to  set  me  to  put  on  foot  some  way  that  will  enable  him  to  get  his  living  honesUy. 

Question,  Was  he  attacked  by  a  band  of  tbese  disguised  men  f 

Amwer,  Yes,  sir ;  driven  away  ftom  home. 

Question.  Was  there  any  charge  against  him  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  except  that  he  was  preaclxing  to  the  oolored  people;  telling  thein  too 
much ;  he  was  a  repnbhcan.  If  he  has  ever  done  anything,  I  have  never  heara  of  it ;  he 
may  have  been  guilty  of  some  great  crime ;  but,  if  so,  I  have  not  heard  of  it,  and  1  do 
not  believe  it.  A  great  many  would-be  decent  fellows  make  a  great  fuss  about  repub- 
licans being  in  favor  of  negro  equabty.  That  is  one  thing  they  do  not  intend  to  have ; 
no  negro  equality  about  it  at  all.  They  very  severely  beat  this  boy  that  I  spoke  odf  be- 
cause they  said  he  married  too  white  a  woman. 

Question.  Do  you  think  this  conduct  toward  the  colored  people  is  really  designed  to 
prevent  them  from  exercising  the  right  of  suffirage  f 

Anstoer.  1  do  not  reckon  there  has  been  anybody  here  that  has  denied  that,  has 
there!       *  • 

Question,  Yon  have  not  heard  all  we  have. 

Answer,  I  do  not  reckon  there  is  a  sound-minded  Inan  in  the  State  of  Georgia  who 
does  not  know  that  that  was  what  it  was  intended  for  when  it  was  originally  staztiKi 
as  a  political  organization. 

Question,  It  was  intended  to  neutralize  the  right  of  suffrage  given  to  the  oolered 
people  t 

Ansujer.  \^y,  of  course;  thev  intended  to  control  the  elections  through  intimidating 
the  republicans  in  Georgia,  so  tar  as  the  Geor&pa  elections  are  concerned ;  I  mean  in 
those  elections  which  have  Just  transpired  in  the  State ;  that  is,  where  we  had  any  ope- 
.  rations  of  the  organization  at  alL 


Washinoton,  D.  C,  t/Wy  13, 1871. 

Z.  B.  HARGROVE.    Examination  continued. 
By  Mr.  Cobubn: 

Qy^tion,  Will  you  state  to  the  committee  what  pretexts  or  excuses  are  oiSered  for 
:  this  organization,  if  any  t 

Answer.  Well,  there  are  some  excuses  given  by  some  of  these  parties. 

Question.  Testimony  has  been  given  here  that  the^  have  been  excused  on  the  ground 
•  of  negro  outlawry,  and  thieving,  and  robbing  of  white  men ;  on  the  ground  of  (Singers 
to  the  white  people,  and  things  of  that  kind.    State  whether  such  excuses  are  given  for 
■  the  organization. 

Answer,  Tes ;  that  may  sometimes  lead  these  parties  to  visit  punishment  upon  the 
;  negro ;  tbat  may  have  its  influence  on  the  unthinking  portion  of  the  community. 

Question.  The  question  is,  whether  these  things  are  offered  as  excuses  or  pretexts  for 
this  organization  t 

Anewer.  I  say  they  sometimes  are,  though  a  large  number  of  the  punishments  are  in- 
.  flicted  on  mere  hatched-up  pretexts ;  I  mean  those  punishments  that  are  inflicted  by  the 
meanest  ones  among  them. 

Question.  Testimonvhas  been  given  in  relation  to  the  great  objection  the  people  have 
"to  social  equality  with  the  whites.  Has  that  any  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  people 
in  organizing  these  societies  ? 

Answer.  There  is  no  sensible  man  in  nw  State  that  regards  that  question  at  all;  they 
-consider  it  as  preposterous.    The  idea  ofsocial  equality  with  the  negroes  they  do  not 
fear  at  all. 

Question.  Do  the  negroes  assert  social  equality  with  the  whites  t 

Answer.  No,  not  in  tbe  least.  In  my  section  of  the  State  they  are  tctv  humble  and 
very  obedient.  Occasionally  there  is  now  and  then  a  turbulent  and  violent  negro^  as 
there  was  before  the  war.  - 

Question.  Do  they  make  any  arlempt  to  intermarry  and  mix  with  the  whites  t 

Answer.  I  believe  in  one  or  two  instances  white  women  have  married  colored  men ; 
that  is  all  a  question  of  taste. 

Question.  Is  it  a  rule,  or  do  tliey,  as  a  rule,  confine  themselves  to  their  own  color  t 

Answer,  Yes.  Some  poor,  outcast,  abandoned  woman  will  sometimes  many  a  colored 
man  for  the  aid  and  assistance  that  he  can  give  her  j  but  these  are  Tery  rare  occurrences. 

Question.  Is  there  any  ground  to  fear  miscegenation  with  the  colored  raoet 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  all  on  the  other  foot.  ^ 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  other  fbot  t 
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^nmoer.  I  mean  that  colored  women  have  a  great  deal  more  to  fear  from  white  men. 

Qw9tUm,  Is  it  Tery  disreputable  for  a  white  man  to  become  the  parent  of  colored 
children  t 

AnnDtr.  There  are  freqnent  instances  in  which  white  men,  both  democrats  and  repnb- 
licans,  are  fathers  of  mnlatto  children.  I  do  not  think  that  the  upright  and  clear- 
thinking  portion  of  the  community  would  consider  it  very  reputable  conduct  for  a 
gentleman  who  made  any  pretensions  to  gentility.  I  know  some  one  or  two  instances 
where  men  who  hold  prominent  and  high  positions  have  got  mulatto  children,  but  they 
are  generally  democrats ;  sometimes  there  may  be  a  republican  guilty  of  the  same 
offi^nse.    I  do  not  think  it  is  confined  to  any  one  particular  party. 

Quetitkm,  Something  has  been  said  about  the  origin  of  Ku-Klux,  about  its  being  de- 
scended from  the  old  patrol  system,  as  a  means  of  guarding  society  from  outlawry  ? 

Answer,  1  tiiink  that  probably  the  Kn-Klux  organization  in  its  inception  and 
birth — ^weU,  I  do  not  know  if  it  may  not  be  considered  as  true  that  it  was  intended  to 
prevent  a^y  violent  outbreaks  among  the  colored  people  if  any  should  be  intended. 
That  was  so  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  I  have  heard  it  stated  by  Tennesseeans  who 
eame  to  my  town.  But  it  was  afterward  seized  hold  of  as  a  political  machine,  and 
then  these  great  crimes  and  outrages  were  perpetrated  upon  the  colored  people  in 
many  instances  without  any  provocation  whatever,  except  .to  prevent  them  from  exer- 
cising their  right  at  the  ballot-box.  That  is  a  foot  that  I  do  not  think  any  well-dis- 
poeed  thinking  man  will  attempt  to  controvert  at  all ;  the  occurrences  are  too  frequent 
and  flagrant. 

ifwstUm.  Do  yon  hear  any  justification  or  defense  of  l^ese  outrages  or  of  this  organ- 
ization f 

Anmoer.  WeU,  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any  excuse  whatever. 

Qnttium.  Do  your  papers  defend  them,  or  does  the  public  defend  them,  and,  if  so, 
liowT 

AntfPer.  Yes,  sir ;  our  papers,  in  my  immediate  city,  openly  defend  tlie  operations  of 
the  Klan,  saying  that  they  are  doing  good  service.  You  will  frequently  hear  prominent 
men  there  say  tbey  do  not  intend  to  allow  any  negro  equality  in  the  country,  and  that 
this  organization  is  to  prevent  that. 

Qmestton,  Mention  the  names  of  the  pai)ers. 

Answer.  The  Courier  and  the  Commercial  |)f  Rome.  They  are  very  bitter  in  their 
denunciation  of  the  Ku-Klux  bill  passed  by»Congress.  I  do.  not  think  the  bill  ever  had 
any  terrors  for  the  law-abiding  people  of  the  country.  I  am  not  afraid  of  being  pun- 
ished under  it.  I  think  the  great  ground  of  opposition  to  the  Ku-Klux  bill  was  the 
fear  that  it  would  punish  these  men  for  their  crimes,  and  reaUy  give  the  colored  race 
aome  little  fairer  opportunity  of  having  justice  done  them. 

QutstUm.  You  spoke  of  men  being  driven  from  the  country  into  the  town.  Can  you 
give  the  committee  an  idea  of  the  number  of  them,  or  of  the  places  from  which  they 
were  driven,  within  your  knowledge  t  *^ 

An9wtr,  I  was  in  Atlanta  with  a  gentleman  friend  of  mine,  who  is  a  wealthy  planter 
of  Alabama.  He  was  there  trying  to  get  help  to  go  down  on  his. plantation.  He  was 
very  angry,  and  I  believe  was  buying  some  shot-guns.  He  said  he  was  going  to  get 
his  labor  and  go  there,  and  he  was  going  to  put  shot-guns  into  their  hands  to  Kill  the 
Ku-Klax  with ;  that  thev  had  driven  the  labor  out  of  the  country.  He  wanted  me  to  aid 
him,  and  he  said  that  he  had  found  that  the  labor  had  been  driven  away  from  that 
section  of  the  State  also.  ^^— ^ 

Q^ssHon,  Who  was  this  man  ? 

Answer.  His  name  was  Robert  Thornton. 

Question,  Where  does  he  live  f 

Anmoer,  He  lives  in  Cherokee  County,  Alabama,  just  over  the  line.  He  was  very 
an^ry,  and  it  was  from  him  that  I  learned  there  had  been  a  great  many  colored  persons 
driven  off  in  his  part  of  the  country.  I  then  got  to  inquiring  around  about  the  mat- 
ter,  and  I  found  that  a  great  many  persons  had  been  driven  on  from  the  country  there. 
I  am  in  Atlanta  as  much  as  in  Rome;  I  practice  there  as  much  as  I  do  in  Rome ;  I  have 
an  office  there. 

Question,  Yon  practice  law  in  Atlanta  T 

Anst^w,  Yes,  sir;  in  some  particular  cases  only;  I  am  prosecuting  some  claims  there 
before  the  railroad  commission,  some  railroad  settlements. 

Question.  Are  these  organized  bands  at  work  at  present,  riding  about  f 

Answer.  Not  to  my  own  knowledge.  I  have  received  a  communication  from  Rome, 
stating  that  a  few  days  before  they  nad  been  at  it  again  in  the  county  adjoining  mine— 
Chattooga  County.  It  is  a  frequent  occurrence  there.  I  think  they  go  around  once 
or  twice  a  week  probably,  and  notify  all  the  colored  men  that  they  must  stay  at  home 
and  keep  at  home. 

Question,  The  simple  question  is  whether,  as  a  matte):  of  fact,  these  organizations 
have  ceasedy  or  do  tney  still  continue  f 

Anstter.  I  do  not  think  they  now  ramify  so  considerable  an  extent  of  country  as  they 
did  a  month  or  two  ago ;  there  are  not  the  same  causes  now.   But  j ust  before  the  elections 
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there  were  frequent  ontrages ;  the  outrages  were  more  frequent  then  than  they  have 
been  since. 

Question.  Ha\^  you  any  idea  as  to  what  would  be  the  proper  remedy  for  these  ©vila 
and  these  disorders  there  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  with  the  present  feeling  in  tliat  particular  section,  of  which 
I  gave  you  some  mention  yesterday,  they  ever  intend  to  live  in  any  peace  with  the  col- 
ored pei>ple  in  the  South.  Colonization  of  the  colored  people  would  be  one  remedy. 
Another  remedy  is  an  amendment  to  the  Ku-Klux  bill,  and  to  have  it  strongly  enforced. 
They  can  only  know  that  they  cannot  violate  the  law  by  feeling  the  heavy  hand  of 

})ow'er.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  ^reat  surpiise,  of  painful  surprise,  that  there  should 
)ave  been  an  eflbrt,  on  the  x>Aft  of  a  portion  of  the  democrats  in  Congress,  at  it^  Ust 
session,  to  deny  the  existence  of  these  outrages.  It  is  also  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
the  papers  there  should  undertake  to  cover  and  shield  these  parties ;  it  is  weakenia^ 
the  democratic  party  very  materially  in  my  section. 

Question.  Is  it  only  the  democrats  who  desire  to  c  over  up  these  outrages  f • 

Answer.  A  great  mauv  of  them  have  tried  to  shield  them  ;  to  deny  the  existence  of 
these  facts  right  in  the  race  of  them. 

Question.  Would  not  the  more  honest  of  the  democrats  there  favor  an  investigation  t 

AnswiT.  -Well,  a  great  many  of  them  are  opposed  to  the  Ku-Klux  bill,  and  then  man  y 
of  them  are  not  opposed  to  it,  because  they  are  not  afraid  of  being  punished  under  it ; 
they  do  not  violate  any  law.  But,  as  I  said,  it  is  a  matter  of  paiunil  surprise  to  lirhat 
particular  class  of  men  who  act  with  the  democratic  party,  that  there  should  be  any 
democrat  who  undertook  to  deny  the  lact.  I  think  if  they  had  admitted  the  fact  there 
would  not  have  been  that  difficulty  in  the  grand  juries  of  our  country  which  has 
divided  the  grand  juries  in  my  county.  One  of  the  grand  juries  reported  tl^e  Ku- 
Klux,  and  condemned  its  operations.  -For  that  both  of  the  papers  there  very  bitterly 
denounced  the  grand  jury,  and  said  it  was  only  an  invitation  to  a  radical  Congress  to 
pass  a  Ku-Klux  bill  and  put  the  heavy  hand  of  oppression  upon  them.  The  next  grand 
jury  report«<l  adversely  to  that,  right  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  this  Ku-Klux  oi^aui- 
zation  liad  been  riding  up  and  down  the  very  streets  of  Rome  with  their  pistols 
drawn.  , 

Question.  How  are  your  grand  juries  composed  f 

Anstoer.  Generally  of  very  good  men. 

Question.  Of  what  color  are  the  jurors  f    . 

Answer.  They  are  exclusively  white.  The  laws  of  the  State  of  Georgia  require  jurors 
to  be  the  most  respectable  and  intelligent  citiisens  of  the  community.  I  have  never 
seen  any  colored  juror  in  the  State ;  I  do  not  seriously  oli^ject  to  that,  for  I  want  t«  see 
good,  sensible  men  upon  the  juries  of  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  You  live,  I  believe,  in  the  same  district  with  Mr.  Burdett,  who  ran  for  Con- 
gress? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Forsyth  is  your  district  attorney  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Questioiu  And  3^Ir.  Sheibley  is  your  postmaster? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  those  men  in  possession  of  means  of  information  as  to  the  true  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  the  district  they  represent,  or  counties  in  it. 

Answer.  Well,  Mr.  Burnett  would  probably  i^ot  have  so  good  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing the  true  condition  of  things  as  Colonel  Forsyth  or  Mr.  Sheibley. 

Question.  Was  not  Mr.  Burnett  a  candidate  for  Congress  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was.        * 

Qiiestion.  Was  he  not  in  most  parts  of  his  district  t 

Annoer,  I  think  he  was  during  the  canvass. 

Question.  Would  he  not  necessarily  have  been  thrown  in  contact  with  a  large  number 
of  persons? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Would  he  not  have  a  large  amount  of  information  ? 

Anstcer,  I  say  he  would  not  have  so  large  an  amount  in  my  own  county  as  tlie  other 
gentlemen  you  have  named,  especially  in  my  own  immediate  neighborhoods  I  only 
speak  of  matters  that  surround  my  own  little  home  particularly. 

Question.  If  he  is  a  man  of  observation  his  means  of  information,  with  Ms  experience, 
ought  to  be  pretty  lar^o  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  man  of  ordinary  ability  and  observation. 

Question,  You  speak  about  white  men  being  the  fathers  of  mulatto  children';  is  that  a 
peculiarity  of  Georgia  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  St^te. 

Questi/m.  Have  you  not»for  instance  seen  as  many  mulattoes  in  the  State  of  New  York 
as  iu  Georgid  ?  ^        ^ 
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Anawer,  I  have  only  been  in  New  York  once,  and  that  for  bnt  a  short  time.  Do  not 
understand  me  as  saying  that  it  is  confined  to  any  particular  set  of  men.  I  say  that 
tioth  republicans  and  democrats  all  OTer  the  country  have  done  the  same  thin^,  I  reckon. 

Question.  Ton  do  not  give  that  as  any  peculiar  evidence  of  the  demoralization  of  your 
I)eople  ? 

Anmeer.  If  it  is,  they  have  been  demoralized  a  good  many  years. 

Question.  And  the  balance  of  the  country  has  also  been  demoralized  much  in  the  some 
wayt 

Answer.  I  reckon ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Qu^rtwn.  Ton  said  that  once  in  a  while  a  white  woman  would  mary  a  black  man ; 
tiiat  always  ffives  offense  to  people  in  that  region  of  country,  does  it  not? 

Answer.  I  &ink  that  is  more  or  less  wearing  away ;  people  are  accommodating  them- 
*  flelves  more  to  the  laws  of  the  land.    I  speak  of  it  as  a  question  of  taste. 

Question.  Has  not  that  been  in  Georgia,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  one  thing  that  has 
always  given  dissati^bction  ? 

Anstper.  I  believe  that  some  who  are  not  so  charitable  and  liberal  in  their  views  as 
oUiers  have  generally  denounced  it. 

QueMm.  You  think  the  bulk  of  your  people  have  not? 

Answer.  I  do ;  I  am  willing  myself  to  let  it  be  a  question  of  taste  on  both  sides. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  correctly  as  saying  that  you  think  that  the  greatest 
amount  of  bitterness  toward  the  colored  people,  and  of  opposition  to  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  civil  rights,  is  shown  by  the  lower  orders  of  your  white  people,  who 
themselves  have  not  been  slaveholders. 

Answer.  I  think  the  greatest  degree  of  bitterness  is  felt  by  that  class  of  people. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  your  papers,  which  you  named,  and  other 
papers  in  your  State,  uphold  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages,  and  justify  them  f 

Answer.  Well,  they  have  apologized  for  them. 

Question.  In  what  form  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  that  you  can  very  readily  get  hold  of  copies  of  both  of  these 
papers. 

Quet^n,  But  I  cannot  testify  to  them  here. 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  up  to  within  a  very  short  time  they  have  been  defending 
the  Ku-Klux  organization ;  they  have  been  denying  the  existence  of  any  such -organiza- 
tion ;  they  did  it  for  a  while.  One  of  the  editors  ol  my  town  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Ku-Klnx  organization,  and  th^  made  him  dance  in  the  mud  for  half  an  hour.  They  took 
him  for  another  individual.  However,  they  apologized  to  him,  and  he  afterward  spoke 
very  kindly  of  them  in  his  paper,  althougn  they  had  drawn  their  guns  on  nim. 
He  told  me  this  himself.  The  editor  of  the  Commercial  has  written  two  or  three  very 
strong  articles  of  iklvice  to  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  as  well  as  in  defense  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  in  defense  of  the  acts  of  outrage  f 

Jnsicer.  He  defends  by  way  of  denial. 

Question,  By  denying  them  ?    . 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Whether  he  believes  them  or  not  you  do  not  know  f 

Asswer.  I  am  satisfied  he  believes  them  now. 

Question.  Are  you  satisfied  he  believed  them  at  the  time  he  was  defending  them  ? 

Answer.  I  am  on  more  intimate  terms  with  one  of  them  than  with  the  other.  Proba- 
bly I  may  have  gone  too  far ;  I  might  say  that  in  my  opinion  he  knew  it. 

Question.  You  gave  as  an  evidence  of  the  intense  bitterness  of  those  papers,  and  of 
their  encouragement  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  and  its  operations,  their  opposition  to  the 
Ku-Klux  bill? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  gave  that  as  an  evidence  of  their  indorsing  Ku-Klux  operations? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  in  that  way. 

Question.  What  did  you  mean  by  finding  fault  with  them,  as  you  evidently  did,  for 
opposing  the  Ku-Klux  bill  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  believe  they  did  not  desire  it  enforced  against  these  parties  who 
were  whipping  and  scourging  these  people  in  the  way  I  have  mentioned ;  that  was 

frobably  one  ground  of  the  opposition  of  some  of  these  parties ;  only  some  of  them 
would  say.  I  suppose  there  was  opposition  to  the  Ku-Klux  bill  on  the  part  of  many 
inttlligent  people,  because'  they  believed  it  was  an  infringement  upon  State  rights. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  there  were  very  many  leading  republican  papers  in 
the  country  that  were  bitterly  opposed  to  the  Ku-Klux  bill  ? 

Answer:  I  read  the  papers,  and  i  know  to  some  extent  that  is  true.  I  only  state  that 
iu  my  neighborhood  the  reason  of  the  opposition  on  the  part  of  that  particular  class  of 
people  was  becaase  it  would  probah4y  give  the  colored  people  some  little  fairer  show- 
ing before  the  courts  of  the  country. 

Question.  I  want  to  see  if  any  paper  in  Georgia  has  said  more  against  that  bitt  than 
has  been  said  by  the  republicans.  •  'OOx  vC  ^ 

Answer.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  republican 
papers  that  opposed  the  bill,  and  upon  the  ground  that  it  interfered  with  and  was  an 
pimingement  upon  State  Rights. 
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QtiesHoH.  Do  you  not  think  that  was  a  legitimate  ground  of  objection  to  it  ? 
Anmer.  Well,  at  one  time  I  might  have  thought  that  it  would  be  fair  and  legitimate ; 
but  this  is  au  extraordinary  occasion  and  we  live  in  uo  ordinary  times. 

By  Mr.  Blaui  : 

Question,  Almost  anybody  would  agree  to  that  statement  who  lives  under  Bullock,  I 
think. 

Answer.  I  do  not  indorse  all  of  Governor  Bullock*s  acts.  If  you  "will  inton*ogate  ni© 
a  little,  I  think  I  could  probably  give  you  some  light  on  that  subject  which  yon  have 
not  got. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  anybody  use  stronger  language  among  your  people  or  in 
your  papers  than  this  whicb  I  will  read  from  the  New  York  Evening  Post : 

"  Freedom  cannot  exist  under  a  centralized  government.  Take  ftt>ni  the  States  those 
local  and  municipal  powers  and  duties  which  the  Consfcitution  secures  them,  make  the 
Federal  courts  police  courts,  the  Federal  marshals  policemen,  detectives,  and  spies ; 
give  the  Federal  Executive  authority  to  interfere  at  his  will,  with  soldiers  or  with  his 
civil  officers,  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  States,  and  you  break  down  the  only  safe- 
guards of  liberty,  and  prepare  the  way  for  an  imperial  despot."        »        *        «        • 

"  Doubtless  many  men  in  Congress  act  in  ignorance  and  out  of  motives  of  hmuanity 
and  generous  regard  for  those  whom  they  believe  to  be  weak  and  injured.  But  befaiud 
these  stand  other  men  whom  no  one  imagines  to  bo  humanitarians,  whom  no  one  sus- 
pects to  act  in  ignorance,  who  comprehend  but  too  well  the  drift  and  meaning  of  the 
unconstitutional  and  centralizing  legislation  they  urge,  who  are  preparing  revolution, 
fostering  and  increasing  disordei',  accustoming  the  people  to  violent  measures  and 
repressive  legislation,  to  force  bills  and  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace,  because  thus 
their  hidden  plots  of  ambition  can  be  realized,  because  every  day  whtcb  sees  their 
ruinous  policy  continued  brings  nearer  the  time  when  they  may  snatch  supreme  power, 
crush  liberty,  destroy  the  sa^guards  of  the  Constitution,  and  make  themselves  mas- 
ters of  the  nation. 

"  That  is  the  real  meaning  of  the  Ku-Klux  legislation.  Its  promoters  are  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Union,  the  haters  of  liberty,  the  secret  plotters  of  our  ruin  as  a  free  peo{4e. 
Thei'  will  riot  succeed,  for  the  people  cannot  long  be  deceived.  But  it  is  for  the  repub- 
lican leaders  now  to  say  whether  they  will  cast  off  these  evU  guides,  or  whether,  fol- 
lowing them,  they  shall  bo  overwhelmed  iu  the  same  condemnation  with  them  by  an 
alarmed  and  indignant  people." 

Ansicer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  was  his  honest  opinion. 

Question,  You  have  read  that  ? 

Anmver,  Yes,  sir. 

QneHtion.  Have  you  heard  any  strongei:  language  used  by  any  gentleman  in  >K)ar 
State  than  is  used  there  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have.  That  others  have  not  used  as  strong 
langu.ige  does  not  do  away  with  the  fact;  he  does  not  indorse  the  Ku-Klux  acts. 

Question.  In  what  way  did  the  papers  you  refer  to  indorse  their  acts  ? 

Anmcer,  By  strongly  defending  them. 

Question.  By  defending  their  acts? 

Ansira\  By  defending  the  course  of  the  Klan ;  thej-  did  not  mention  their  ontnifres. 

Question.  If  you  want  to  say  that  your  i)ai)ers  defended  the  outrages,  say  so  ;  if  not, 
say  so. 

Answer.  I  testified  on  yesterday  that  there  w^as  a  largo  number  of  democrats 

Question.  1  am  speaking  of  the  papers  of  your  town. 

Answer,  I  will  give  it  to  you  in  a  moment.  I  testified  yesterday  that  a  large  number 
of  the  truest  and  best  men  we  had  in  our  town  rather  sympathized  with  this  organiza- 
tion, in  the  object  for  which  it  was  organized,  and  in  occasionally  ill-using  thei}egro: 
but  I  do  not  believe  they  would  openly  advocate  assassination.  I  believe  tbese  parties 
would  defend  the  Ku-Klux  for  going  out  and  whipping  a  negro  ;  and  if  you  will  ^ 
their  papers  you  will  find  it  so. 

Question.  Whipping  them  for  no  cause  whatever  ? 

Ansiver.  "The  papers  said  that  one  cause  was  that  one  of  the  negroes  had  used  this 
saucy  expression  to  a  white  lady,  of  which  I  told  you  yesterday;  that  was  the  ground 
upon  which  the  paper  defended  that  particular  outrage.  In  regard  to  the  other  one,  it 
made  no  excuse  at  all  for  his  defense  of  them. 

Question,  You  say  it  was  a  matter  of  i)ainful  surprise  to  democrats  in  your  country 
that  the  democrats  here  oi>Dpsed  the  Ku-Klux  bill  T 

Ansieer.  1  said  it  was  a  molter  of  painful  suri)rise  to  them  that  democrats  heredenieil 
the  existence  of  the  organization  and  of  their  crimes  in  their  opposition  to  the  Kii-Klux 
bill. 

Question.  You  say  that  many  of  your  democrats  are  in  favor  of  the  Ku-Klux  bill  I 

Answer.  I  think  they  ar^;  that  is  my  opinion;  in  others  words,  it  has  no  terrors  for 
them  ;  they  do  not  particularly  fear  it. 
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Quettion.  Who  of  your  democrats  are  in  favor  of  the  Kn-Klnx  bill  ?  Give  me  the 
name  of  a  democrat  in  tho  State  of  Georgia  who  is  in  favor  of  that  bill. 

Answer.  I  am  not  directly  familiar  with  the  sentiments  of  any  except  those  with 
whom  I  associate. 

^estioji.  Give  me  the  name  of  some  respectable  democrat  who  is  in  fkvor  of  the  Eu- 
Klux  bill. 

Answer.  I  do  not  thhik  Dr.  Gregory,  of  my  town,  would  be  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  Have  Vou  heard  him  say  that  ho  favored  itt 

Answer.  I  have. 

QvestifMu  Is  he  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qvmiioit^  He  has  always  been  a  democrat  f  ^  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     * 

QueaHwi,  Is  he  a  prominent  citi^n  there  f 

Answer.  He  is  the  mayor  of  my  town. 

QwxH(yn.  He  believes  that  the  powers  conferred  in  that  bill  are  strictly  constitn- 
tioDalf 

Ammctr.  No ;  neither  do  I ;  that  is,  not  according  to  onr  old  Constitntion ;  bnt  times 
have  changed,  and  we  simply  agreed  that  we  would  not  oppose  the  Kn-Klux  bill,  be- 
cause it  had  no  tefrors  for  the  law-abiding  people  of  the  country.  We  agreed  that  it 
was  aa  extraordinary  occasion ;  that  there  was  so  much  violence  in  the  land  that  it 
required  some  extraordinary  remedy  to  reach  the  disease. 

i^csdon.  You  say  that  you  do  not  believe  it  was  constitutional  according  to  the  old 
ConstitQtion  f 

Anawer.  Well,  if  we  had  the  old  Constitution  as  it  was,  there' might  have  been  some 
donbt  about  it. 

Qmesiion.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  what  was  the  surprise  of  your  democrats  at  the 
course  of  the  democirats  here  t 

Answer.  The  surprise  was  that  the  democrats  here  would  deny  the  existence  of  this 
organization  and  of  their  acts. 

QtkesHon.  How  long  ago  did  you  quit  the  democratic  party  t 

Answer.  I  expect  it  quit  me  about  eighteen  months  ago. 

Question.  O,  it  quit  you,  did  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnealkm.  In  what  form  did  it  quit  you  ? 

Answer.  It  went  into  the  hands  of  violent  men,  and,  as  I  thought,  it  undertook  to 
live  by  means  of  violence. 

Question.  It  defeated  yop  as  candidate  for  mayor  of  Rome  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  also  defeated  you  as  candidate  for  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  bnt  I  suppose  that  was  a  foregone  conclusion  anyhow,  for  they 
knew  I  was  opposed  to  them ;  that  was  all  fair. 

Question.  You  were  a  new  convert  to  the  new  order  of  things  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  reconstruction  man. 

Question.  You  voted  for  Seymour  and  Blair  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  obtained  office  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  obtained  office  as  a  reconstruction  man,  and  I  obtained  it  from  Judge 
Wright's  son,  whom  I  bitterly  opposed.  I  had  backbone,  and  received  support  from 
prominent  democrats,  who  afterward  deserted  me  and  went  over  to  the  side  of  the 
enemy,  and  left  me  where  I  agreed  to  stand. 

QuesHon,  How  came  it  that  you  got  to  writing  proclamations  for  Gk)vemor  Bullock  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  write  the  proclamations ;  I  specified  some  particular  outrages,  gave 
him  some  definite  facts,  and  requested  him  to  issue  proclamations  in  accordance  with 
those  specifications.  I  did  it  in  order  to  interest  parties  that  I  thought  would  be  will- 
mg,  for  a  consideration,  to  do  something  to  break  up  these  gangs  of  Ku-Klnx. 

Question.  Do  you  think  anybody  in  your  country  has  been  more  denunciatory  of  Gov- 
ernor Bnllock,  up  to  within  the  last  eighteen  months,  than  you  weret 

Answer,  Have  you  ever  heard  that  I  denounced  Governor  Bullock  ? 

Question.  I  never  saw  you  until  yesterday. 

Answer,  1  have  had  my  deep  sympathy  for  Governor  Bullock,  and  I  have  defended 
him  upon  tho  stump. 

Question.  For  all  his  expenditures  and  acts  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Quesiioti.  Have  you  not  denounced  them  ?  W 

Answer.  I  denounce  everjthiug  that  is  wrong.    I  expect  Governor  Bullock  has  got 
one  of  the  strongrest  letters  of  deuunciatiou  from  me  that  ever  he  got  from  any  man  in 
Georgia,  iii  whicli  I  expressly  declared  that  I  did  not  agree  with  him  in  some  of  his . 
'measures,  and  that  X  should  denounce  them. 

Question.  You  have  privately  written  to  him  letters  as  denunciatory  of  some  of  his 
measures  as  any  man  in  tho  State  of  Georgia  f  ^ 
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Anawm'.  I  wrote  him  that  I  did  not  agree  with  him  at  all  in  them. 

Question,  1  belieye  that  you  said  that  you  wrote  him  letters  as  denuncistory  as  any 
from  any  other  man  ? 

Answer.  1  said  that,  while  I  felt  kindly  disposed  toward  him,  I  could  not  awbacribe 
^  some  of  bis  measures. 

Question,  Since  you  have  beeome  a  republican,  have  your  friends  been  applying  to 
Governor  Bullock  for  office,  or  anything  of  that  sort  ? 

Answer,  I  have  never  asked  Governor  Bullock  to  aid  me  in  procuring  any  of&ce  only 
during  the  session  of  the  legislature,  when  I  said  to  several  friends — republicans  and 
democrats — that  if  a  bill  establishing  a  district  court  there  became  a  law,  I  desired  to 
be  appointed  in  my  district ;  but  I  never  made  any  application  to  the  governor,  for  I 
have  no  idea  in  the  world  that  Governor  Bullock  would  appoint  me  to  any  poaition ;  I 
have  never  asked  him  for  one.       ^ 

Question,  I  framed  the  language  in  that  form  so  as  to  Itnow  what  ofBee  yon.  Iksve 
asked  your  friends  to  ask  for  you. 

Answer.  1  was  a  clerk  of  the  senate  of  the  legislature  upon  the  recommendstion  of 
personal  friends. 

QuesHon,  After  you  were  defeated  for  the  l^^lature  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  before. 

Question,  And  your  friends  intended  to  get  you  appointed  circuit  judge  f 

Answer.  I  simply  made  the  declaration  that  I  would  like  to  have  that  position. 

Question,  Is  that  the  only  position  your  friends  have  asked  for  you,  that  yon  are 
sware  of? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  have  never  asked  Governor  Bullock  for  anything. 

Question,  Have  you  got  your  friends  to  apply  to  the  President  for  anything  for  you  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  applied  to  the  President,  but  I  shall  do  so  if  he  is  elected  in  the 
next  campaiffn,  as  I  hope  he  wiU  be. 

Question,  Have  you  picked  out  the  particular  office  you  would  like  to  have  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  objections  to  telling  it. 

Question,  I  would  like  to  know. 

Answer,  Well,  I  would  like  to  be  governor  of  one  of  the  Territories  out  West. 

Question,  I  do  not  think  anybody  will  interfere  with  you  if  Grant  is  elected. 

Anewer,  I  might  be  induced  to  support  my  clever  friend,  General  Blair^  again,  if  be 
comes  down  from  his  hi^h  horse  and  supports  conservative  measures.  I  would  take 
great  pleasure  in  supportmg  him  as  I  did  before.  However,  I  will  take  occasion  to  state 
that  Colonel  Atkins,  revenue  collector,  told  me  some  time  ago  that  if  I  desired  a  posi- 
tion  with  him  I  could  have  it.  I  have  not  concluded  to  accept,  but  I  may  do  so.  That 
was  simply  a  voluntary  o£fer  of  his  own.  I  said  that  the  republican  party  was  under 
no  obligation  to  me;  that  I  had  opposed  it  in  my  county,  and  could  not  ask  anything 
at  i^  luLuds.  I  can  get  along  and  manage  my  own  canoe  without  any  posititm  of  that 
kind. 


Washinoton,  D.  C,  JvZy  13, 18?1. 
Hon.  AUGUSTUS  R.  WRIGHT  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  As  this  witness  has  been  called  at  your  instance,  Mr. 
Blair,  you  will  please  commence  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  . 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  f 

Ansu}er,  1  livean  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the  city  of  Rone, 
and  the  county  of  Floyd. 

Question,  How  long  have  yon  lived  there  f 

Answer,  I  have  lived,  not  in  the  city  of  Rome,  but  in  that  and  the  adjoining  county, 
since  1836.  I  weut  there  before  the  Indians  were  removed,  and  commenced  life  there 
in  my  profession.  The  railroads  and  the  steamboats  built  up  a  city  at  Rome,  and  I 
moved  down  there,  because  it  was  a  better  place  in  which  to  practice  my  profession. 

Question,  State  what  public  positions  you  have  beldf 

Anewer.  In  my  twenty-seventh  year,  if  I  remember  correctly,  I  was  elected  circuit 
judge  of  the  Cherokee  circuit  of  Georgia,  as  it  has  been  called.  My  remembrance  is 
that  I  filled  that  office  about  seven  years,  and  then  resigned  it,  its  labors  being 
more  than  I  was  wiUing  to  perform.  I  was  afterward  a  member  of  Congress,  of  the 
Congress  before  the  secedii^  Congress ;  but  I  was  not  in  the  seceding  Congress. 

Question,  Were  you  in  the  Congress  that  went  out  on  the  4th  of  March,  when  Prosi 
dent  Lincoln  came  in  ? 

Answer,  I  was  in  the  Congress  before  that. 

By  Mr.  Beck  :  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 

Question,  You  were  in  the  CongreBS  that  went  out  in  1859  f 
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Answer,  I  judge  I  went  ont  in  1859,  becftose  secession  was  in  1861.  I  ongbt  to  have 
stated,  {>erhax)6,  that  in  the  presidential  contest,  when  Mr.  Lincoln  Was  elected,  I  was 
one  of  the  candidates  for  presidential  elector  for  the  State  at  large,  Mr.  Stephens 
being  tlw  other.  We  were  on  the  electoral  ticket  for  Mr.  Douglas,  and  canvassed  tbe 
State  to  some  extent.  I  met  Mr.  Douglas  in  the  upper  part  ot  tbe  State  and  carried 
bim  a  part  of  the  way  through  tbe  State ;  Mr.  Stephens  then  received  and  went  with 
bim  through  the  State.  Mr.  Stephens  and  myself  canvassed  tbe  State  to  some  extent 
together,  while  the  other  electors,  the  district  electors,  were  also  active  in  their  respect- 
ive districts. 

By  Mr.  Biatb  : 

Qii€9<ion.  You  opposed  the  act  of  secession,  did  you  not  f 

Antwer,  I  opposed  it  with  all  the  power  I  had  on  earth.  There  was  no  man  in  the 
Unkm,  North  or  South,  more  utterly  hostile  to  the  act  of  secession  than  I  was.  Ought 
I  not,  in  answering  your  question,  to  state  the  fact  that  I  was  run  in  my  county  of 
Floyd  as  t^e  Union  candidate  for  the  convention  in  Georgia  that  seceded  t 

QfUistUm,  Yes ;  state  all  the  facts. 

Answer,  They  ran  me  against  my  son-in-law,  who  unfortunately  differed  with  me,  a 
very  prominent  young  lawyer,  now  dead.  The  fire-eaters  ran  bim  against  me,  upon 
which  they  made  a  great  ^int.  I  should  have  gained  the  race  tlien,  except  upon  the 
eolemn  pledge  made  that  if  the  State  seceded  the  question  sbould  be  referred  back  to 
the  people.  Upon  that  pledge  I  was  beaten  three  hundred  votes  in  a  county  tliat  gave 
twenty-five  hupdred  votes.  Do  you  want  to  know  what  offices  I  have  held  under 
both  governments  f 

(luatkm.  Yes. 

Answer,  That  convention  met  at  the  capital  of  Georgia,  and  or^nizcd ;  there  were  a 
majority  of  Union  men  in  tbe  convention  when  it  organized,  at  least  that  was  tbe  un- 
deretanding — they  had  been  elected  as  such ;  but  they  were  controlled  one  way  or  an- 
other by  the  revolutionary  spirit  which  governed  there.  They  electe<l  delegates  to 
meet  at  Montgomery,  Alabama.  The  delegates  were  elected  in  this  way  :  In  order  to 
prevent  division  in  the  State,  ^ter  Mr.  Stephens,  who  was  a  member  of  tbe  conven- 
tion, agreed  to  go,  and  the  balance  followed  him,  the  two  parties  had  a  convocation, 
and  a^eed  that  each  would  select  so  many  men,  the  Union  party  so  many,  and  tbe 
fire-eaters  so  many,  and  that  there  should  be  no  schism  in  the  State^  and  that  the  vote 
sboald  be  onanimons  for  tbe  persons  thus  selected.  Tbe  convention  voted  nnauiuiouKly 
fiir  every  name  thus  selected,  except  mine.  When  my  name  was  announced,  a  gentle- 
maa  from  my  county,  (Colonel  Fouch6,)  who  was  elected,  with  my  son-in-law,  to  tbe 
convention,  as  my  remembrance  now  is — ^^at  all  events  he  was  there,  audi  think  a  mem- 
ber—said  that  I  was  not)  in  his  opinion,  faithful  to  the  people  of  the  South;  that  it 
was  not  safe  to  intrust  me  with  that  office,  and  he  therefore  insisted  that  I  sbould  not 
be  elected.  Notwitbstanding  the  agreement  tbat  bad  been  made,  and  notwithstanding 
I  had  be4^n  selected  by  the  Union  element,  and  the  agreement  was  that  neither  was  to 
interfere  with  tbe  other,  they  ran  against  me  Dr.  Miller,  a  Senator  who  came  here  and 
was  admitted ;  he  came  within  two  or  three  votes  of  beating  me.  I  was  at  home,  two 
or  three  huodi-ed  miles  fVom  there,  and  had  no  knowledge  of  what  was  done  ;  it  was 
all  done  witbout  my  knowledge  and  approbation.  When  I  first  received  tbe  news  of 
niy  election  to  Montgomery,  with  tbe  understanding  that  tbe  question  of  secession  had 
net  been  referred  back  to  tne  people — for  I  bad  always  said  that  when  tbe  people,  upon 
a  fiur  vote  referred  to  tbem,  voted  to  quit  the  Union,  I  would  go  with  them — but  I  did 
not  intend  tbat  Mr.  Yancey  should  *^  precipitate  tbe  cotton  States  into  a  revolution.'' 
He  bad  used  that  phrase  in  a  secret  letter  which  bad  been  obtained.  I  said  tbat  if 
they  wanted  to  divide  the  Union,  they  should  understand  what  they  were  doing. 
When  I  heard  that  they  had  sent  tliese  delegates  to  Montgomery  to  frame  a  now  con- 
^itntion,  and  had  not  referred  tbe  question  back  to  the  people,  I  openly  announced 
that  I  would  have  uotbing  to  do  with  tbe  treasonable  project.  Now,  public  sentiment 
bi  tbe  Sooth  is  very  violent ;  you  have  no  idea  of  it.  You  have  never  been,  any  of 
you,  at  the  starting  of  a  revolntion.  You  bave  no  idea  how  it  sweeps  over  the  land. 
It  is  like  a  New  York  riot,  and  men  had  better  get  out  of  the  way  of  it.  I  made  a 
speech  in  the  City  Hall  of  Rome,  and  but  for  a  few  personal  friends  they  would  have 
killed  me  right  there.  I  understood  tbat  several  thought  I  ought  to  be  killed  for  try- 
hjj5  to  st^p  tbe  course  of  events.  Well,  you  know  that  passed  off,  and  everybody 
^med  in,  especially  Mr.  Stephens,  who  seemed  to  be  a  leader  of  tbe  Union  element. 
He  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  a  better  programme  not  to  create  division  at  home ; 
tbat  opportunities  would  probably  present  themselves,  in  taking  office,  to  scotch  the 
revolution.  .  '  ' 

^uesti^n.  Was  that  determination  of  yours  facilitated  in  any  way  by  tbe  non-actiqn  of 
the  Government  here,  and  the  course  of  tbe  extreme  radical  politicians  of  the  North, 
in  assenting  to  the  severance  of  tbe  Union  t 

Anstcer,  1  do  not  tbink  so ;  there  was  no  assenting  to  tbe  severance  of  the  States.  I 
took  office  by  tbe  persuasion  of  my  friends,  under  the  idea  that  it  was  possible  tbat  wo 
coold  stop  the  revolution,  with  the  idea  that  if  the  Union  men  wholly  ignored  it.  i& 
iroold  go  on  and  a  collision  would  be  inevitable. 
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Question.  Yon  do  not  nDderstand  my  qnestion. 

J7i»icer,  May  be*I  do  not. 

Question.  I  dp  not  speak  of  yonr  assent  to  the  severance  of  the  States,  hot  of  the 
seeming  assent  given  by  the  extreme  republicans  of  the  North  to  the  severance  of  the 
States,  as  shown  by  Mr.  Greeley's  publications,  and  others. 

Answer,  Oh,  yes  j  I  do  not  think  that  had  any  influence ;  with  me  I  know  it  did  not ; 
but  I  think  it  is  true  that  it  had  influence  on  our  southern  politicians.  Mr.  Toombs, 
in  a  public  speech  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  declared  that  the  chances  were,  I  think  he 
said  nineteen  out  of  twenty,  that  the  North  would  let  us  go ;  that  the  North  would 
not  fight.  I  have  no  doubt  it  influenced  the  action  of  a  great  many  of  them,  to  a 
very  grc^t  extent.    Yes,  I  think  the  action  of  the  North  was  wholly  unexpected. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  I  do  not  think  the  committee  is  charged  with  the 
duty  of  ascertaining  how  the  rebellion  was  brought  about. 
•     Mr.   BL.UII.  These    matters  were    brought    in  without  intending  to    have  them 
expressed. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Your  inquiry,  in  regard  to  the  pnblie  positions  which 
he  held,  is  all  proper. 

Mr.  Bi^iR.  Of  course,  that  inquiry  is  made  of  every  witness,  in  order  that  the  coun^ 
try  may  understand  his  means  of  information  upon  matters  of  public  interest. 

By  Mr.  Biair  : 
Question.  Having  got  through  with  so  much  of  the  preliminaiy,  I  will  state  that  the 
object  of  this  committee,  as  has  several  times  been  announced'  by  the  chairman  aiid 
others,  is  to  ascertain  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  all  the  late  insnrrectioDary 
States,  with  respect  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  security  of  life  and  property 
there.  You  will,  therefore,  please  give  the  committee  such  information  upon  that  sah- 
ject  as  yon  have  in  regard  to  yonr  State. 

Answer.  Before  I  answer  that  question,  let  me  ask  permission  of  the  oommittee  to 
make  a  further  statement.  There  is  an  idea  abroad  that  I  am  a  very  violent  politic 
cian :  that  I  was  disposed  to  be  a  secession  man,  to  encourage  seoession,  to  break  up 
the  Union.  Why,  sir,  if  there  ever  was  a  man  on  earth  who  had  an  idolatrous  rev- 
erence for  the  Union,  I  believe  I  was  that  man.  I  was  in  congress,  tho  confederate 
congress,  and  continued  there  until  I  was  voted  out  on  account  of  my  reconstruction 
movements.  The  last  act  of  my  political  life  was  the  introdnotion  of  a  reeoltitioii  ia 
the  confederate  congress,  proposing  to  the  Federal  Government  to  call  a  convention  of 
the  States  for  the  i»urpo8e  of  reconstructing  tho  Government  of  our  fatliers,  and  stop* 
ping  tho  revolution.  Why,  sir,  there  were  thirty  men  on  ihe  floor  in  an  instant,  hal- 
looing "  Mr.  Speaker"  at  the  top  of  their  voices.  And  this  little  Clapp,  if  I  remembeff 
aright,  of  Mississippi,  got  the  ear  of  the  speaker,  and  moved  that  the  galleries  be 
cleared,  and  the  doors  closed.  I  did  not  know  honestly  but  what  I  should  bo  slangh- 
tered  right  there  on  the  floor.  I  explained  to  them  that  I  had  no  intention  of  being  nu'- 
faithful  to  my  section,  or  to  the  body  of  which  I  was  a  member;  but  that  it  was  roy 
•  lonest  iudgnient  that  it  was  best  for  our  people,  in  every  view,  ttiat  we  should  try  ti 
get  back.  1  thought  it  was  the  best  thing  as  an  abstract  question  originally.  I  did 
not  want  to  separate  the  Government ;  I  never  did;  it  never  suited  me;  and  the»  I 
thought  it  would  break  down  inevitably.  I  thought  it  was  vastly  better  for  us  to  get 
back  nuder  terms  of  agreement  than  to  break  down  and  be  at  the  absolute  disposal  of 
the  Federal  Government.  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  acting  in  fidelity  to  tell  what  was 
done  ill  secret  seBsion ;  I  do  not  want  to  violate  anything  of  that  sort.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  a  violation,  for  tho  resolutions  got  out  some  way  and  were  published  in  eoma 
of  the  northern  papers,  and  they  were  published  in  one  or  two  of  the  papers  of  tba 
South-  Tho  most  of  them  were  afraid  to  publish  them  ;  I  think  the  Selma  paper  pub- 
lished them  with  commendation,  and  I  think  that  was  the  only  paper  that  did  it.  I 
think  a  member  from  New  York  read  them  here  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  and 
used  them  as  an  argument  to  show  that  we  on  our  part  were  ready  to  yield  and  mako 
peace  if  the  Government  here  would  make  the  ueeessary  movements.  That  was  about 
the  last  act  of  my  political  life.  1  was  l)eat  out  then  by  a  gentleman  on  account  of 
my  reconstruction  measures.  Let  me  tell  you  again,  Mr.  Stephens  and  myself  wene 
classmates  in  college.  I  have  a  great  esteem  for  him;  I  think  he  is  as  pure  a  man  aa 
ever  was  on  earth,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  ho  has  as  great  an  intellect  as  any  man  in 
this  counti*y.  But  I  think  that  after  he  got  into  congress,  he  finally  became  in  his 
mind  aGiliated  with  the  movement  of  the  secession  party,  and  was  willing  and  per- 
haps anxious  to  have  a  separate  government.  I  never  was  in  favor  of  it.  I  Know  that 
in  a  brief  conversation  at  his  own  residence,  in  Richmond,  out  of  regard  to  me,  perhaps* 
he  told  me  fliat  my  movement  in  that  time  was  really  dangerous  to  me.  I  did  not  say 
to  him  that  I  thought  if  I  had  the-  influence  and  power  ot  such  a  name  as  his  to  help 
me  we  mi.i;ht  do  something ;  but  I  did  not  have  it.  I  make  this  statement  to  show  you 
that  my  testimony  is  not  to  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  partisan ;  I  do  not  want  it 
regartled  in  that  light.  It  is  not  true  that  I  am  a  partisan.  let  who  will  make  that 
representation.    I  believe  it  is  best  for  this  people  always  to  be  together  uiider  out 
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^vernment,  if  it  w  possible ;  and  I  gee  no  reason  why  we  should  pot  be  the  command- 
injj  ^v^emiueutf  not  only  on  this  continent,  but  in  the  world,  fully  equal  to  Kinff 
WiUiam  of  Germany,  where  there  is  a  frreat  government,  beyond  all  controversy.  I 
want  to  say  another  thing  to  you  before  I  pass  from  that.  I^resideut  Lincoln  was 
watching  the  course  of  every  man  in  the  confederate  congress,  I  8np|>08e.  J  owned  a 
plantation  below  Rome  when  the  war  commenced.  Home  was  right  in  the  track  of 
the  annies,  and  I  moved  down  on  my  plantation,  for  I  Iiad  a  large  family,  and  daugh- 
ters among  them,  and  I  wanted  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  armies.  I  w.ent  there  and 
dotermiued  to  stay  there,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  might,  whether  I  lived 
or  died.  A  great  many  of  our  people  refugeed  and  ran  away  ;  1  determined  to  stay. 
In  the  fall  of  1864  Senator  Spencer  was  at  Home,  then  a  subordinate  of  General  Corse. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  Shorter  had  refugeed,  and  left  a  lot  of  cotton,  two  hundred  bales 
or  such  a  matter,  in  charge  of  his  nephew,  to  do  the  best  he  could  with  it,  but  he  ex- 
pected to  lose  it.  My  brother  had  married  a  sister  of  that  nephew,  and  Spencer  was 
up  there  at  Shorter^s  residence,  in  Rome,  where  the  cotton  was.  He  was  talking  with 
the  Federal  troops,  and  finding  that  I  stood  very  fair  with  them,  that  they  regarded 
nie  as  favorable  tOia  reconstruction  of  the  government,  as  doing  all  I  could  to  bring  my 
people  back  without  abandoning  them,  that  I  stood  in  a  favorable  attitude  with 
them,  he  dropped  me  a  note,  which  I  got  clandestinely,  stating  that  from  the  way 
the  Federal  officers  talked,  his  opinion  was  that  I  could  save  that  two  hundred  bales  <  f 
cotton  which  General  Vandever,  then  commanding  there,  was  about  to  send  off  undt-r 
some  statnte  as  confiscated  cotton,  and  that  I  should  have  one  quarter  of  it  for  myself, 
that  one  quarter  of  it  should  be  for  my  brother  Moses,  who  was  then  an  exile  in  Ken- 
tucky, on  account  of  his  politics.  He  had  a  daughter  about  grown,  a  very  pretty  girl, 
and  another  one  nearly  grown,  and  his  family  was  living  right  opposite  the  river. 
1  had  great  anxiety  to  remove  them,  for  they  were  the  object  of  incessant  assault  by 
the  confederate  scouts,  as  they  called  themselves  there,  for  they  knew  that  they  were 
tfcere  within  what*  was  called  the  Yankee  lines.  I  was  fearful  every  day  of  violence 
to  them,  but  I  had  no  means  of  protecting  them.  Confederate  money  Wiis  not  worth 
a  doOar  a  bushel  with  the  Federal  Government.  This  nephew  of  Shorter's  knew 
or  believed  that  it  would  be  a  strong  inducament  to  me — and  it  was  a  powerful  ooe-^ 
for  I  saw  in  the  cotton  arrangement  the  means  of  protecting  the  family  of  my  brother. 
I  declined  at  first  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  because  I  was  afraid.  But  finally  I 
^  to  Rome  and  formed  Spencers  acquaintance.  As  soon  as  I  told  him  about  the 
tacts  of  the  case  he  tpld  me  he  would  help  me.  But  Vandever  refused  to  do  anythiog 
toward  saving  the  lot  of  oott4)n.  Spencer  said,  "  I  know  him,  ^nd  I  will  have  that  all 
fixed."  In  a  few  days  afterward,  1  do  not  remember  how  long,  about  midnight  one 
wight,  1  was  arrested.  There  was  a  regiment,  or  a  part  of  a  regiment,  of  Federal 
e»valry  that  surrounded  my  house  and  airested  me,  very  much  to  my  alarm  and  to  the 
alarm  of  my  family.  The  officer  came  in  and  said  that  he  was  directed  to  say  to  me 
that  I  would  be  respected  and  protected;  that  I  was  not  arrested  for  the  purpose  of 
imprisoning  me.  That  relieved  me  somewhat.  I  was  carried  up  to  Rome,  and  Spencer 
told  me  that  Vandever  was  about  sending  the  cotton  off  to  a  man  in  Charleston,  who 
he  thought  was  a  partner  of  his  in  his  speculations;  that  they  had  telegraphed  to 
Oeaeral  Sherman  to  send  for  me,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  cotton  was  stopped.  Wheu 
1  got  down  to  Atlanta  I  spent  the  most  of  one  day  there  with  General  Sherman  iu 
taTking  with  him ;  and  I  take  this  occ^ion  to  say  that  if  I  disagreed  with  hiai  on  one 
wlHary  principle  of  policy  at  the  time,  as  explained  to  me  by  him,  and  of  the  purposes 
of  President  Lincoln,  I  do  not  now  remember  it.  I  know  that  I  was  ready  and 
pwpared  to  stand  by  that  policy  and  carry  it  out  at  that  time;  that  is,  when  wo 
wok#  down,  which  I  knew  was  inevitable  very  soon.  Well,  Sherman  stopped  the 
cotton,  and  sent  me  to  Washington  to  see  President  Lincoln.  I  came  here,  staid  three 
days,  and  saw  Mr.  Lincoln  several  times,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life.  And  I  will  say 
JO* J  judging  from  my  intercourse  with  him  upon  that  occasion,  that  I  do  not  know 
mot  I  ever  saw  a  pubhc  man  who,  in  my  opinion,  was  more  truly  devote<l  to  the  wol- 
fing of  his  country — not  to  a  part,  but  to  the  whole  of  the  country.  He  seemed  to 
Bynipathize  with  the  people  of  the  South  in  their  calamities.  He  declared  to  me  again 
and  again  that  he  did*  not  have  one  single  impulse  of  anger  toward  them  ;  that  he 
desired  nothing  in  the  world  but  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  I  know  from  my 
eonversation  with  hiia  at  that  time  that  he  had  no  great  idea  of  giving  the  negro 
tie  ballot,  no  more  idea  than  he  had  of  making  his  exit  from  the  earth.  I  know  we 
talked  over  the  capacity  of  the  negro  in  that  line,  and  he  did  not  talk  as  if  he  thought 
tike  negro  was  capable  of  self-government.  He  wanted  him  emancipat^jd  and  free, 
Wid  protected ;  .that  suited  me.  I  want  you  to  understand  that  President  Lincoln 
]»ver  promised  me  that  I  should  be  governor  of  Georgia  when  the  office  was  free;  but 
froin  all  that  was  said,  I  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  I  should  be  appoint-ed  to  that 
^ce.  But  in  the  mean  time  Lincoln  was  killed,  and  Johnson  came  in  as  President. 
Hi'  l^ad  axes  of  his  own  to  grind,  and  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  him.  1  did  not  like 
him  as  a  {tolitician  when  we  were  democrats  together;  ho  ran  one  schedule  rather, 
^d  1  ran  another.    I  regarded  Mr.  Lincoln's  death,  and  the  falling  of  the  Presidency, 
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by  oonstitntional  provisions,  into  the  bands  of  the— I  will  not  say  a  dninken  tailor, 
but  a  maD,  in.  my  opinion,  wholly  nnfit  for  any  snch  position,  as  mofit  naibrtunate  for 
this  country.  Unfortunately,  Johnson  professed  to  be  a  friend  of  the  South,  and 
became  its  advocate.  It  was  very  natural,  perhaps,  but  it  seomed  to  me  that  the 
North  lost  sight  of  the  true  state  of  the  case  entirely,  and  made  a  war  upon  ray  people 
that  ought  to  have  been  made  upon  Johnson  alone.  If  they  had  broken  him  of  his 
office,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have  been  right ;  at  least  that  was  my  view  of  it,  and 
it  is  my  feeling  yet.  He  betrayed  the  party  that  put  him  in  power;  their  indignation 
against  him  was  a  just  one  personally,  a  righteous  one ;  but  my  people  got  the  panish- 
ment  that  ought  to  have  fallen  upon  his  head. 

Qtteaiion.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  betrayed  the  party  that  elected  him  when  h« 
followed  Mr.  Lincoln's  policy  ? 

Ansicer,  Did  he  follow  his' policy  t 

Question.  He  did  ;  straight  as  a  line. 

Anmoer.  Well,  I  do  not  Know  about  that ;  I  will  not  say  that  be  did  not  follow  Mr. 
Lincoln's  policy,  for  I  do  not  now  remember  what  Mr.  Lincoln's  policy  was.  But  let 
roe  tell  you  a  little  occurrence :  when  he  went  into  the  presidential  chair  he  made  a 
speech  in  which  he  used  this  remarkable  language,  ^'  Treason  must  be  made  odious  axMl 
traitors  punished."  Now,  I  do  not  thiuk  that  was  President  Lincoln's  policy.  My 
partner,  who  was  a  violent  secessionist,  but  as  good  a  man  as  ever  lived  in  the  werld, 
came  into  my  office  absolutely  white  with  alarm.  Said  he,  "  Have  you  read  Johnemils 
speech  f  I  said,  **  I  have."  He  said,  "  What  does  it  mean  ?''  I  replied  somewhat  jocu- 
larly, "  It  means  that  God  Almighty  saw  that  Lincoln  was  too  good  a  man  for  you  Art^ 
eaters,  that  raised  all  this  trouble  in  the  country,  and  he  has  raised  up  this  drunken 
tailor  to  punish  you  as  you  deserve." 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  I  think  all  this  is  hardly  according  to  what  we  are  ohar^jed  with.  We  aco 
directed  to  inquire  whether  the  laws  were  properly  enforced,  especially  the  criminal 
laws ;  whether  special  or  unusual  crimes  are  committed  by  bands  of  disguised  mea, 
and,  if  so,  how  they  are  punisned,  if  punis^^ed  at  all.  We  are  directed  to  ascertain  tlko 
present  conditioh  of  the  country. 

Answer,  Upon  that  subject  permit  mc  to  say  to  you  that  we  must  first  understand  terms. 
Ku-KIuxism  is  a  word  use<l  to  mean  different  things.  As  a  lawyer,  you  know  that 
words  arc  the  signs  of  ideas,  and  you  must  be  particular  in  their  use.  If  you  mean  by 
the  Ku-Klux  Klan  tha^  there  are  any  organized  secret  clubs,  having,  correspondence 
with  one  another  throughout  the  State,  having  their  si^ns  and  pass-words  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing,  like  the  rree  Masons  and  other  secret  societies,  my  candid  conviction  is 
that  there  is  no  such  organization ;  I  have  no  idea  there  is  any  such— none  in  the  world. 
That  there  is  violence  in  that  country  occasionally,  everybody  knows  to  be  trae;  no 
man  who  has  any  self-respect  would  deny  that  there  is  violence  by  men  in  dis^iuse^ 
and  by  men  having  local  organ izatlous.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  one  in  the  adjoining 
county  to  the  one  in  which  I  reside.  But  I  must  say  to  you,  so  far  as  my  observation 
has  gone,  I  do  not  think  that  its  purposes  are  evil.  While  I  cannot  approbate  it,  becanae  it 
is  not  the  way  to  keep  up  good  government,  still  I  do  not  think  its  purposes  were  evil  or 
that  they  are  now ;  I  have  no  idea  they  were.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  without  positively 
knowing  it,  that  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  county  either  belong  to  it,  or  encourage  it. 
I  think  that  the  organization  was  formed  with  reference  to  what  they  conceived  to  be  an 
imminent  danger  to  society.  The  negro  element,  you  know,  is  one  thing  to  a  white  maa 
at  the  South  and  another  to  a  white  man  at  the  North,  just  as  different  as  heaven  and 
hell.  It  is  difficult  for  us  to  understand  one  another  upon  that  subiect,  or  to  have  a 
proper  conception  of  the  relations  which  exist  there.  The  men  at  the  North  stand  «ff 
aad  philosophize  with  the  negro  and  experiment  with  him,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 
The  man  at  the  South  just  sim])ly  feels  that  he  may  be  at  any  time  in  dauger ;  that  ex>- 
periments  with  the  negro  are  dangerous ;  that  they  may  not  result  in  serious  dang^, 
and  that  they  may  result  in  serious  danger.  We  have  had  white  men  down  there  in 
both  iiarties,  bad  white  men  belonging  to  the  demooi*atic  party,  and  bad  white  mea 
belonging  to  the  radical  party.  I  may  say  to  yon,  and  I  speak  it  honestly,  that  in  my 
opinion  the  republican  party  North  possesses  as  much  intelligence  and  virtue  aa  the 
democratic  party  ;  I  am  not  sure  but  more,  for  you  outnumber  them.  But  it  is  not  ao 
down  South.  The  men  who  uphold  radicalism  down  South,  as  a  rule,  are  liad  men; 
that  is  my  judgment  of  them;  they  are  unfit  to  govern  any  country  in  the  woild; 
they  are  dangerous  elements  among  the  negroes.  From  my  heart  I  sympatbize  with 
the  negro ;  he  is  ignorant,  to  some  extent  confiding,  superstitious,  and.  easily  made  to 
believe  anything  in  the  world,  especially  by  white  men,  and  more  especially  by  those 
white  men  who  profess  to  be  his  friends.  Well,  we  have  felt  that  there  is  danger.  I 
saw  men  moving  among  them,  from  whose  conduct  I .  apprehended  danger,  and  a  col- 
lision  between  the  two  races.  I  think,  gentlemen,  that  these  local  organizattona  1m^ 
spnmg  out  of  the  necessities  of  the  case,  or  the  supposed  necessities — out  of  the  beUef 
that  the  life  of  society  was,  to  a  greater  or  a  less  extent,  in  dauger.    I  saw  a  report  in 
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the  papers  this  momiog—  I  reckon  yoa  have  all  read  it — of  the  testimony  of  M^or  Har- 
grove, of  my  town ;  he  is  my  personal  fi-iend,  and  I  am  his ;  he  is  my  cUeut. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

4)K«s/tiM«.  What  does  that  paper  say  abont  his  testimony  f 

Anffwer.  The  i)aper  says : 

*•  Mr.  Hargroveii  of  Georcia,  was  next  put  on  the  stand.  He  says  no  intelligent  or 
roDclid  man  m  the  State  -will  deny  the  existence  of  the  Klan,  or  that  its  pnrposes  were 
to  practically  nullify  the  working  of  the  acts  of  Congress  by  which  the  right  of  suf- 
ftage  was  conferred  upon  the  negroes.  The  organization  was  political,  and  com- 
posed entirely  of  democrats,  and  labored  solely  in  the  interest  of  the  democratic 
party." 

Now,  I  do  not  believe  that,  though  I  do  not  charge  Mt^or  Hargrove  with  swearing  to 
wtet  be  believes  to  be  a  lie ;  but  1  do  not  believe  one  word  of  it.  I  am  here  to  say  to 
you  mo^  solemnly,  that  if  there  is  any  organization  to  prevent  the  negro  from  exercising 
the  ballot,  it  has  not  come  under  my  observation.  If  ahybody  has  ever  attempted  to 
prevent  one  from  voting  in  my  State,  or  in  my  county,  I  have  never  known  it.  1  know 
that  at  the  election,  shortly  after  the  ballot  was  given  to  him,  there  was  some  appre- 
hension of-  a  riot.  The  negroes  crowded  the  poUs,  and  the  white  men  wanted  to  vote ; 
it  was  a  new  thing  to  the  white  man  to  see  his  former  slaves  at  the  polls ;  but  still  the 
Government  said  that  he  must  go  there.  My  advice  to  the  white  men  was  to  keep 
away  from  the  polls,  and  let  the  negroes  vote  first,  and  in  that  way  they  could  prevent 
a  riot;  that  if  it  was  insisted  that  the  negroes  should  vote,  let  them  vote  first.  My  remem* 
brance  is  that  the  white  men  stood  off  and  never  cast  a  ballot  until  the  colored  vote  was 
safely  deposited.  I  never  heard  any  complaint  before  that  anybody  used  violence  to 
keep  the  colored  men  from  voting.  I  am  astonished  at  that  part  oi  M^jor  Hargrove's 
testimony.  One  of  my  own  slaves  came  to  me  not  long  ago,  with  two  papers,  one 
given  to  him  by  a  democrat,  and  one  given  to  him  by  a  radicsd,  and  wanted  mo  to  read 
them.  He  said  to  me.  *'  Massa,  these  white  men  bother  me  about  voting ;  one  white 
man  is  after  me  and  tnen  another,  and  I  want  you  to  tell  me  how  to  vote."  He  is  a 
mulatto  of  some  intelligence,  and  ne  had  b^n  my  carriage  driver,  but  he  knew  noth- 
ioff  abont  politics.  I  said  to  him,  *'  Qo  and  vote  as-  you  please,  if  you  vote  at  all ;  but 
it  1b  just  as  well  for  you  to  continue  at  your  labor,  and  let  the  white  men  fi^ht  it  out 
among  themselves."  I  do  not  kntfw  what  he  did.  I  state  before  this  committee  that 
I  never  tried  to  iu:fluenoe  the  vote  of  a  colored  man  in  my  life.  I  say  I  do  not  think 
be  should  be  permitted  to  vote ;  not  because  I  have  any  prejudice  against  him,  but 
because  I  do  not  think  he  is  capable  of  self-government.  That  opinion  is  as  honest  as 
I  live.  I  should  have  the  same  hostility  to  the  Chinese,  if  they  formed  the  same 
element  of  power  in  my  State ;  I  think  I  should  be  more  opposed  to  them  than  I  km 
to  the  negroes  voting.  I  am  astonished  at  this  statement  of  Mtgor  Hargrove's.  The 
only  scene  of  violence  I  ever  witnessed,  or  any  indication  of  one  in  my  State,  was  at  an 
election  not  long  ago ;  I  do  not  remember  what  the  election  was.  I  saw  some  excite- 
ioeut  in  the  streets  as  I  came  out  of  my  ofiice,  and  I  inquired  what  it  was.  I  was 
tsld  that  some  negroes  were  about  to  mob  a  negro  who  had  voted  the  democratic 
tieket^  (bis  name  was  mentioned,  but  I  have  forgotten  it,)  and  that  the  whit<e  men 
^»ero  arming  themselves  to  defend  the  negro  who  had  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  I 
teok  up  the  idea,  from  something  said  to  me,  that  they  did  npt  intend  to  let  the 
Begroes  know  they  were  going  to  arm  themselves,  and  be  in  preparation  to  defend  the 
•tiadud  negro.  I  expostulated  with  my  friends,  and  said  if  they  did  such  a  thing 
they  should  let  them  know  it,  for  it  would  probably  prevent  the  assault.  I  think  thej 
W  let  them  know  it,  and  it  did  prevent  the  assault.  From  what  I  have  heard, 
that  is  the  only  violence  I  have  ever  known.  I  say  now,  that  my  honest  conviction, 
from  my  own  observation,  is,  that  there, is  more  hostility  exhibited  toward  a  negro  by 
my  republican  friends  when  he  votes  the  democratic  ticket,  than  there  is  exhibited  by 
the  democrats  when  he  votes  the  republican  ticket  For  myself^  I  was  satisfied  that 
he  would  vote  that  way,  and  sort  of  calculated  that  he  would.  The  radicals  solicited 
lum  very  strongly  to  vote  with  them,  and  the  democrats  stood  off.  Now  this  Ku-Klux 
KlaQ^  if  yon  caU  it  by  that  name,  was  organized,  I  think,  with  reference  to  wherever 
»  man  was  likely  to  be  troublesome,  white  or  black,  to  take  him  in  hand,  and  let  him 
know  bv  personal  violence,  if  necessary,  even  unto  death,  that  the  interests  of  society 
cwmot  be  tampered  with.  I  expect  you  have  had  these  gentlemen  tell  before  you 
only  what  I  have  had  from  rumor,  about  some  violence  done  to  a  negro  clergyman  of  the 
Northern  Methodist  Church.  He  seems  to  have  had  a  sort  of  mission  given  him  to 
pt«ach  over  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Chattooga,  where  these  Ku-Tciux  are.  I 
iiever  heard  the  boy  preach,  and  therefore  I  cannot  say',  from  my  personal  knowledge, 
**»»t  anything^  he  said  was  incendiary,  or  calculated  to  excite  the  one  race  against  flie 
other.  But  it  the  truth  was  told  me,  his  preaching  was  more  of  that  character  than 
seriptural  or  doctrinal.  No  doubt  this  Klan  took  him  in  hand ;  whether  they  simply 
|ot  after  him  and  he  ran  off,  I  do  not  remember ;  perha^^s  they  got  him  and  whipptMl 
him.    I  think  that  was  done  under  an  honest  conviction  that  he  was  doing  mischiet^ 


94  CONDITION   OF  AFFAIE8  IN  THE    SOUTHERN   STATES. 

and  no  good.  Well,  now,  the  Klan  came  np  to  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  city 
of  Rome  not  long  ago ;  thene  disg^iised  men  that  I  am  talking  to  you  about  I  have  no 
doubt  they  are  organized  along  the  line  of  Alabama.  They  came  up  not  far  from 
my  residence,  I  am  informed ;  I  live  a  little  out  of  town.  They  took  a  negro  man  and 
white  woman,  who  were  living  in  a  state  of  adultery,  and  paddled  them  both,  I 
8uppo8e,  and  burned  up  the  cabin. 

By  Mr.  Blair:    , 

Quentum,  What  was  the  name  of  that  negro  f 

Amnver.  I  have  heard,  but  I  could  not  say  now. 

Queslian,  Was  it  Kennedy  f 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  say. 

Question,  I  asked  tho  question  because  it  has  been  testified  to  here  that  she  was  a 
mulatto  woman ;  that  in  the  case  of  John  Kennedy,  he  was  said,  by  some  of  the 
witnesses,  to  have  had  a  mulatto  wife. 

Answer.  This  is  the  first  time  that  I  ever  heard  that  the  woman  was  a  mulatto;  I 
have  uniformly  heard  that  she  was  a  white  woman,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Did  the  persons  who  punished  them  assign  as  a  cause  for  it  that  the  woman 
was  too  light  colorea  to  cohabit  with  so  black  a  man  as  he  ? 

Answer,  J  do  not  think  so ;  but  then,  as  I  have  remarked,  I  never  saw  her. 

Question,  She  was  a  white  woman  f 

Answer,  That  was  my  understanding  and  the  understanding  of  the  commnnity  in 
which  I  reside.  Therefore  public  sentiment  seemed  to  say,  "While  we  do  not  advise 
these  things,  we  cannot  say  anything  about  them,  We  do  not  care  about  them,  let  them 
go."  Now,  further  upon  the  subject  of  disturbances;  in  regard  to  this  Methodist 
preacher.  After  the  preacher  was  disturbed  in  some  way,  I  will  not  say  how,  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Eckridge  or  Ackridge,  I  have  heard  the  name  called  both  ways,  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  engaged  in  that  depredation,  and  we  supposed  that  it  was  Biter- 
wards  the  cause  of  his  arrest,  which  I  will  now  proceed  to  tell  you  about.  I  mus^  tell 
you  the  whole  of  that,  because  you  ought  to  know  it.  There  was  a  new  judicial  circuit 
about  to  be  made,  called  the  Rome  circuit,'  while  the  legislature  was  in  session  some 
year  ago  or  so.  The  democrats  had  the  power  to  defeat  that  measure.  They  wrote  up 
to  my  city  to  know  what  the  lawyers  of  the  city  of  Rome  said  about  the  making  of 
the  Rome  circuit.  We  needed  it  very  much  ;  I  t£ink  there  were  a  thousand  cases  on 
our  docket,  and  we  could  not  near  do  the  business  the  way  the  circuit  was  organised ; 
but  we  were  all  very  much  afraid  of  the  appointment  of  a  certain  man  as  judge  of  the 
new  circuit  if  it  should  be  made.  He  was  a  man  of  ability  and  capacity ;  he  was 
regarded  not  so  much  a  dishonest  as  a  tyranical  man,  an  overbearing  man.  There  was 
a  general  idea  that  he  would  be  a  great  scourge  if  he  was  put  on  the  bench.  So  we 
sent  somebody  to  see  Qovernor  Bullock,  and  ascertain  if  he  would  pledge  himself  to 
appoint  Mr.  Harvey,  now  the  present  judge,  who  was  understood  to  be  a  republican. 
He  was  a  native-born  citizen,  a  quiet,  orderly  man,  a  member  of  the  church,  and  Ihough 
not  renowned  as  a  lawyer,  we  thought  he  ha<l  judgment  enough  to  make  a  fair  judge, 
and  we  believed  him  to  be  honest.  We  said  to  Governor  Bullock,  that  if  he  would 
appoint  Harvey,  the  democrats  would  vote  for  the  bill.  The  governor  made  the  pledge 
that  Harvey  should  be  appointed,  the  democi'ats  voted  for  the  bill,  and  the  circuit  was 
made;  but  to  our  utter  astonishment  he  appointed  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ivirby,  a  man 
nobody  had  spoken  of  for  the  office.  Personally,  I  was  very  well  satisfied  with  Kirby^ 
for  he  was  distantly  related  to  me  by  marriage,  and  I  regarded  him  as  an  honest  and 
fiiithful  man. 

By  the  Chairman^  (Mr.  Poland  : ) 

Question,  You  spoke  of  some  gentleman  whose  appointment  yon  feared ;  was  that 
Mr.  Kirby  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  may  as  well  give  his  name.  He  was  Colonel  Daniel  S.  Printop^a 
good  lawyer,  and  a  man  of  capacity ;  but  we  had  the  idea  that  he  was  too  overb€»aring, 
aud  we  did  not  want  him.  Ho  was  from  New  York,  Governor  Bullock's  State,  and  wo 
were  told  that  the  governor  was  carrying  on  some  operations  in  New  York  to  SMae 
extent  with  his  friends.  We  were  alarmed  and  afiraid  that  he  would  appoint  Colooel 
Priutup,  and  we  could  and  would  have  defeated  the  bill  but  for  the  pledge  that  ke 
gave  us  that  he  would  appoint  Mr.  Harvey.  He  appointed  Judge  Kirby ;  and  whila 
that  satisfied  me  personally  very  well,  it  dissatisfied  the  community  very  much. 
There  was  a  soi-t  oi  idea  got  out  at  0U90  that  there  was  some  purpos^to  be  answered, 
the  people  did  not  know  wnat.  Things  went  on ;  Kirby  was  sworn  in ;  perhaps  pre- 
sided as  judge  once  or  twice.  He  went  down  to  Atlanta,  and  then  came  back,  and  in 
a  few  days  a  body  of  United  States  soldiers  followed  him  to  the  county  of  Chattoo^ 
That  created  intense  excitement,  aud  the  question  was  asked,  "What  does  that  mdau  f 
Why  are  these  soldiers  sent  here!"  And  public  suspicions  fell  immediately  npon 
Kirby,  that  he  had  brought  them  there.  They  were  sent  over  to  Chattooga,  and  were 
ouartered  in  Summerville,  the  little  county  town  in  Chattooga,  aud  the  residenoe  of 

udge  Kirby. 
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Qu€9tion.  Is  that  west  of  Romo  f 

Anstotr.  Yes,  sir,  and  very  close  tc  tlie  Alabama  line ;  a  little  above  Kome^  and  west 
of  it. 

Question,  Not  on  the  river? 

Answer,  A  littJe  above  the  Coosa  River.  Floyd  runs  to  the  Coosa  River  and  to  tho 
Alabama  line.  Well,  of  conrse  it  was  a  sulyect  of  conversation  and  mnch  conjectnre 
as  to  what  was  meant  by  that  movement.  Some  said  that  Judge  Kirby  was  afraid  of 
being  Ku-KInxed ;  others  that  he  was  afraid  of  his  personal  safety,  and  that  troops 
were  sent  there  to  protect  him.  Well,  the  idea  occurred  to  mo,  and  to  all  thinking 
men,  that  that  could  not  be  the  object,  because  he  was  ^ing  about  all  over  the  dis- 
trict, holding  his  courts,  and  the  troops  did  not  follow  him.  If  the  Ku-Klux  wante<l 
to  kill  him,  or  any  thing  of  that  sort,  of  course  tlwjre  could  have  been  chances 
en«High  to  do  it.  Tney  were  there  a  few  days — I  do  not  know  how  long — when  we 
were  startled  with  the  news  that  they  had  gone,  late  at  night,  to  Ackridge's  resi- 
dence, arrested  him  while  ho  was  in  bed,  without  informing  him  of  what  he  was  guilty, 
carried  him  up  to  the  court-house  jail,  and  put  him  in  a  dungeon.  Well,  that  createU 
very  great  excitement.  I  will  not  say  whether  I  was  consulted  upon  the  subject  of 
bringing  him  out  upon  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or  whether  it  was  merely  con- 
versed about;  but  I  know  that  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  it  was  useless  to 
take  out  any  such  writ,  for  the  military  would  not  respect  it.  I  know  it  was  under- 
stood, I  do  not  know  how,  that  the  military  would  not  pay  any  respect  to  a  writ  of 
hu I leas corpus,  and  none  was  taken  out.  In  a  few  days  we  neard  that  between  two  and 
three  hundred  men  in  disguise  had  gone  to  Summerville,  seized  Judge  Kirby  while  in 
his  bed,  took  him  out  and  told  him  that  unless  Aokridge  was  released  in  thirty  minutes 
they  would  hang  him ;  that  they  believed  he  had  brought  these  troops  there  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  people  and  overawing  them,  and  tlmt  they  would  hang  bim  unless 
Aclmdge  was  given  up.  The  Federal  officer  was  seen  and  talked  to,  and  he  told  Judge 
Kirby  uiat  if  his  life  was  in  danger,  he  would  deliver  up  the  prisoner.  Judge  Kirby 
«  •  (old  him  th^  he  had  no  doubt  that  they  would  hang  him  if  this  was  not  done.  And 
the  officer  turned  Ackridge  over  to  these  disguised  men.  I  -am  told,  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  true,  that  they  pledged  their  honor  to  deliver  him  at  any  time  to  the  sheriff  on 
any  oivil  process,  when  he  could  be  tried  before  the  courts. 

Question.  What  was  Ackridge  charged  with  ? 

Aumcer,  1  never  knew ;  the  military  never  gave  a  reason  for  his  arrest  that  I  ever 
bMird  of.  We  simply  sup][>08ed  that  it  had  reference  to  this  marauding  upon  the  Meth- 
ddist  preacher ;  we  just  simply  8i»pposed  so ;  I  judged  it  was  that,  for  I  did  not  know 
anything  else. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  You  say  the  arrest  of  that  man  under  those  oircuiistances  caused  a  great 
deal  of  excitement  in  the  community  f 

Answer,  It  did,  very  intense  excitement. 

Question,  It  has  been  testified  to  here,  I  will  not  say  as  a  ground  of  complaint  against 
you,  but  that  while  yon  opposed  the  rescue  of  the  man  by  these  disguised  men,  at  the 
same  time  you  were  very  bitterly  opposed  to  the  imprisonment  of  the  man  in  the  way 
in  which  it  was  done  f 

Answer,  I  was. 

Question,  Those  are  the  facts  about  that  ? 

Anstcer,  Tes ;  I  expressed  my  utter  indignation  at  it  before  he  was  rescued,  and 
without  au^  knowledge  that  he  would  be  rescued,  as  one  of  the  most  lawless  acts  ever 
performed  by  any  government  on  earth,  and  I  still  honestly  think  so. 

Question,  At  the  time  of  that  arrest  by  the  military,  was  there  anything  like  a  re- 
qmrement  with  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  article  of  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States ;  was  there  any  warrant  issued,  any  affidavit  or  affirmation, 
or  any  steps  required  to  be  taken  to  put  the  citizen  on  his  defense? 

Anstctr,  Kone  that  I  ever  heard  of;  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any ;  if  there  was  it 
was  made  to  the  military  authorities  and  was  unknown  to -the  civil  anthorities.  I  am 
•ore  Ackridge  and  his  friends  knew  not  what  the  charge  was :  they  suspected,  but  it 
was  only  suspicion ;  he  had  been  a  confederate  soldier,  and  had  done  a  great  many 
•eta  daring  the  war :  but  they  did  not  know  npon  what  ground  he  had  been  arrested. 

Question.  About  what  time  was  that  arrest  made  f 

Answer,  I  have  a  poor  mind  for  dates. 
'    Quesiion.  You  can  come  >vithin  a  year  of  it  f 

AttSKcr,  1  do  not  think  it  was  more  than  six  or  eight  months  ago. 

Question,  Was  it  or  not  after  the  constitution  of  Georgia  was  ^opted,  and  after  her 
legidature  was  in  session  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  After  her  governor  had  been  duly  installed,  and  after  she  was  jjestored  to 
the  Uotou  even  according  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  Congress  1 3itized  by  vjO( 

Answer.  Certainly  it  was,  according  to  my  understanding;  and  that  was  one  reason 
why  it  was  such  an  outrage  upon  our  feelings. 
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Question.  Do  yoa  know  npon  what  autliority  General  Terry,  or  any 'of  his  Boldiers,, 
Wert;  arrest iug  citizens  of  Georgia  at  that  time  without  any  charge  against  them  of 
having  committed  any  offense  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  I  could  not  imagine.     * 

Question.  Uad  they  been  called  upon  by  the  government  of  the  State :  had  martial 
law  beeli  declared ;  had  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  been  suspended ;  had  any  county 
been  declared  iu  insurrection,  or  had  anything  been  done  to  warrant  any  arrest  by  the 
n^Iitary  F  ,  < 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was ;  perhaps  the  governor  had  called  npon  them ; 
I  do  not  know  that. 

By  Mr.  Bl.ur: 

Question,  Do  you  say  they  refosed  to  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  f 

Answer.  No,  sir^  but  there  was  an  understanding  that  they  would  not  obey  it. 

Question.  None  was  sued  out  f 

Ansicer.  None  was  sued  out.  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  was  aotoally  oonsnlt«d 
about  suing  one  out  or  not.  But  the  understanding  was  that  they  would  not  obey  it 
if  it  was  sued  out. 

By  Mr.  Beck:  . 

Question.  Was  General  Terry  pretending,  under  ai\y  authority  given  him  by  the  PreM- 
deut  of  the  United  States,  to  be  authorized  to  arrest  persons  in  (^rgia,  without  giving 
any  cause  for  it,  but  for  anything  he  pleased,  as  the  military  commander  of  that  dis- 
trict! 

Anaicer.  I  did  not  so  understand  it.  I  have  reason  to  know  that  there  was  no  process 
of  the  court  that  could  not  have  been  executed  iu  the  case  without  the  least  difficulty. 
I  am  sure  that  the  sheriff  could  have  summoned  a  dozen  good  and  true  men  to  execute 
any  in  his  hands  if  anybody  had  resisted.  I  feel  the  responsibility  of  what  I  am  swear- 
ing, when  I  say  that  at  the  time  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  most  unmitigated s^t  of  military 
power,  without  any  pretext  or  adequate  excuse.  I  felt  so ;  I  may  have  bftn  mistaken, 
but  that  was  my  honest  feeling,  and  it  is  so  yet.  I  do  not  think  any  justification  can 
be  made  for  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  on  the  4th  of  January,  1870,  an  order  was  issued  from 
Washington,  in  the  following  words : 

•  "  [General  Orders  Ko.  1.1 

'' Hkadquartbbs  of  the  Army, 

"Ai>jUTAMT  General's  Office, 
^  "  Wtuhington,  January  4,  1870. 

"By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  so  much  of  General  Orders  No. 
103,  dated  headquarters  third  military  district,  (department  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and 
Alabama,)  Atlanta,  Georgia " 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Are  not  all  those  orders  now  on  record  ? 

Mr.  Beck.  I  want  to  prove  that  President  Grant  and  Greneral  Terry  were  the  ori^nal 
Ku-Klux  in  Georgia ;  that  these  acts  were  done  by  their  authority ;  that  the  President 
was  acting  in  violation  of  law ;  that  his  general  was  acting  in  violation  of  law,  and  that 
they  were  themselves  tresspasers  and  usurpers  in  the  arrests  that  were  made. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  So  far  as  the  facts  are  concerned  upon  wluch  yon 
base  all  that,  are  they  not  already  upon  record?  • 

Mr.  Bkck.  They  are  not  npon  our  record. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Not  upon  the  record  of  our  committee,  but  they  are 
flpon  public  record. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  do  not  think  that  one  man  In  ten  thousand  knows  these  things ;  they 
just  assume  that  what  the  President  and  General  Terry  did  was  right,  and  that  who- 
ever opposed  them  were  Ku-Klux  and  scoundrels.  Now,  I  hold  that  whoever  in  time 
of  peace  arrests  a  citizen  in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  without  any  charge  against 
him,  and  puts  him  in  jail,  is  himself  a  violator  of  the  law. 

The  Chairman^  (Mr.  Poland.)  Is  it  necessary  to  ask  that  of  this  witness  ? 

Mr.  Beck.  I  thmk  it  is,  just  us  much  so  as  it  is  to  ask  him  about  the  organization  or 
uniform  or  purposes  of  any  Ku-Klux  bands  that  have  been  doing  wrong. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  That  is  not  in  any  public  record  here. 

Mr.  Beck.  Neither  are  these  orders  in  any  public  record  here  j  they  are  merely  in  a 
speech  made  by  a  member  of  Congress,  by  myself. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poi^nd.)  I  ma!de  the  suggestion  with  a  view  to  shortening  the 
inquiry. 

Mr.  Beck,  I  want  to  ask  this  witness  whether  these  orders 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  They  are  contained  in  a  speech  made  by  yourself  in 
Con jxross  ?  .f^  r^r^nJi:^ 

Mr.  Beck.  They  are.  ^'9^^^^^^  ^y  >^UUglL 
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The  Chatbman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Does  thU  witness  know  more  about  them  than 
yon  do  f 

Mr.  Beck.  They  have  complained  of  this  witness  as  not  being  a  law-abiding  man, 
because  he  condemned  the  acts  of  General  Terry  in  arresting  those  cttizens  of  his  State. 
I  want  to  show  the  facts  upon  which  he  did  so,  that  he  conaemned  the  acts  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  of  General  Terry ;  and  1  want  to  prove  by  him  that  General  Terry  never 
invct$ti^ated  that  case.    I  know  where  the  shoe  pinches. 

The  Chairman,  (Blr.  Poland.)  You  entirely  misapprehend  my  idea.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  everything  else  in  the  world,  all  the  public  documents,  andTall  the  public  history  of 
this  country,  are  to  be  ignored  unless  they  appear  in  evidence  before  ttus  committee. 

Mr.  BecK.  Neither  do  I ;  but  this  is  not  in  any  public  history. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  do  not  see  how  an  intelligible  understanding  of  the  a£fairs  of  Georgia 
at  that  time  can  be  had  without  these  documents. 

The  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Well,  go  on. 

Mr.  Beck.  Creneral  Teny  was  there  for  some  purpose;  and  I  want  to  show  that  he 
waft  there  in  violation  of  tne  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  I  suppose  that  everybody  who  knows  anything  at  all 
about  public  affiairs  knows  that  he  was  there  by  order  of  the  President ;  whether  that 
order  was  lesal  or  illegal  is  a  question  of  opinion  entirely  about  which  each  one  of  us 
can  exercise  ms  own  Judgment,  without  askine  this  witness  about  it. 

Mr.  Beck.  We  put  in  the  correspondence  oi  a  newspaper  yesterday,  to  get  at  the 
teae  of  that  particular  paper. 

1^  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Well,  we  will  take  up  a  great  deal  more  time  talking 
about  it  than  by  letting  you  go  on  and  make  all  the  inquiries  you  wish ;  but  I  do  not 
myaaif  see  any  point  in  it. 

Mr.  BacCK.  I  will  show  the  country  the  point  in  it  before  we  get  through  with  it. 

The  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  You  have  done  so  already,  if  there  is  any  point  in  it. 

Mr.  Bbck.  On  the  2d- of  January,  1870,  General  Terry  sent  the  following  telegram  to 
Geoecal  Sherman : 

*  "  [Telegram.] 

"AiXANTA,  Georgia,  January  2, 1870. 
"Qeneral  W.  T.  Sherman, 

"  Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
"  I  have  assumed  command  of  Georgia  as  a  district.  Since  my  last  telegram  I  have 
become  convinced  that  my  assignment  as  a  district  commander  was  necessary,  and  I  think 
I  should  be  clothed  with  the  powers  given  by  the  reconstruction  acts.  1  would  suggest 
that  the  orders  proposed  in  my  report  of  August  14  be  issued.  I  think  that  the 
knowledge  that  I  have  those  powers  would  go  far  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  their  use. 

'*A.  H.  TERRY, 

"Brevet  Major  OenertUJ* 

Gn  the  4th  of  January,  1870,  the  following  order  was  issued  here : 

"  iGeneral  Orders  No.  1.1  ' 

"Headquarters  op  the  AgMY, 

"Adjutant  General's  Office,   ' 
"  Washingtmi,  January  4, 1870. 

''By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  so  much  of  General  Orders  No. 
103,  dated  headquarters  third  military  district,  (department  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and 
Alabama,)  Atlanta,  Georgia,  July  22,  lpi68 :  and  so  much  of  General  Orders  No.  55, 
<lated  headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant  General's  Office,  Washington,  July  28, 1868. 
as  refers  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  is  hereby  countermanded.  Brevet  Major  General 
Terry  will,  until  further  orders,  exercise  within  that  State  the  powers  of  the  com- 
manaer  of  a  military  district,  as  provided  by  the  act  of  March  2, 18(S7,  and  the  acts  sup- 
plementary thereto,  under  his  assignment  by  Greneral  Orders  No.  83,  dated  headquarters 
of  the  Army,  Adjutant  General's  Office,  Washington,  December  24, 1869. 

^*  By  order  of  General  Sherman : 

"E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

'* Adjutant  -Qeneral.^ 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1870,  General  Sherman  telegraphed  to  General  Terry  as 
follows : 

'*  [Telegram.! 

"Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

*'  WasUngUmj  January  12,  1870. 

4  ^General  A.  H.  Terry,  Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Atlanta,  Georgia  .•    T^ 

"  I  answered  your  dispatch  this  day,  and  am  assured  it  was  sent.    I  will  sustain  3^11  m 

the  exercise  of  any  authority  that  will  maintain  substantial  good  order  until  the  State 

7  O 
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of  Geor^a  is  recognized  by  the  Execative  and  by  Congress.  Even  then  some  lawful 
means  will  be  found  whereby  we  con  defend  our  own  friends  from  the  Ku-KIux  or  bonil 
of  assassins.  I  think  the  use  of  our  soldiers  should  be  limited  to  maintaining  the 
peace,  while  you,  personally,  are  vested  with  executive  authority  over  governor  sanX 
legislature  till  the  State  is  fully  admitted.  Yon,  on  the  spot,  must  be  the  judge  of  bow 
far  it  is  politic  or  wise  to  interfere  wkih  the  component  pKts  of  the  legi&laturo'H^leQt, 
or  with  their  proposed  legislation. 

"  W.  T.  SHERMAN,  General'' 

By  Mr.  Beck  :  f 

Question,  Now  I  want  to  ask  whether  or  not  you  consider  that  the  attempt  of  tbo- 
President,  or  his  general,  to  make  a  military  commander  and  his  soldiers  superior  to 
the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  Georgia,  and  all  your  courts,  was  in  itself  a  git>ss  \\^ 
lation  of  every  principle  of  constitutional  law,  and  the  arrest  of  that  man  under  it  was 
also  a  violation  of  lawf 

Anetcer,  Well,  I  have  just  stated  that  I  felt  as  indignant  as  a  man  well  could  feel  at 
that  action  of  the  Gk>vernment,  because  I  thought  it  was  not  only  a  usurpation  of 
power,  but  it  was  niyust:  and,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  viewed  it  as  the  last,  extremcst  act 
fof  despotism.  I  know  ot  nothing  that  could  more  vitally  affect  t)ie  citizen  than  to 
permit  the  military  to  arrest  him  without  giving  him  reasons  for  that  arrest.  If  there 
IS  anything  worse,  it  has  not  occurred  to  my  mind.  Therefore,  I  felt  mortified,  hurt, 
chagrined,  indignant^as  much  as  any  man  could.  I  will  tell  the  whole  truth.  I  have 
nothing  to  conceal.  When  I  heard  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  released  the  man— Judge 
Kirby  is  my  personal  friend,  related  to  me  by  marriage — when  I  heard  that  the  Ku- 
Klux  had  released  the  man,  I  said  that  I  rejoiced  that  Judge  Kirby  had  recei>cd  no 
Fersonal  injury,  but  I  did  not  see  how  it  was  possible  for  me  lo  condemn  the  act,  for 
knew  no  other  way  of  wresting  a  citizen  from  the  bands  of  power.  I  said  that  in 
the  honest  impulse  of  my  heart ;  it  may  have  been  improper  for  im\  to  have  said  it. 
probably  it  was  in  our  peculiar  condition ;  but  surely  before  the  war  it  would  not  have 
been  improper  to  have  said  it. 

QueaUon,  Were  yonr  courts  open  at  that  timeT 

Aneioer.  They  were ;  and  if  the  process  of  the  law  had  been  resisted  at  any  time  I 
have  never  heard  of  it. 

Question,  Had  any  public  notice  been  given  in  any  form,  indicating  that  any  necessity 
existed  for  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  proceedings  iu  courts  of  justice  to  bring 
men  to  trial  ? 

Anetcer.  None  that  ever  came  under  my  observation. 

Question,  There  was  no  public  proclamation  declaring.those  coimties,  or  that  particu- 
lar county  in  a  state  of  insurrection  or  rebellion,  or  anything  of  the  sort  T  . 

Ansvoer,  None  that  I  ever  heard  of  or  s&w. 

Question,  Was  there  anything,  in  fact,  in  the  attitude  of  that  county  that  authorized 
er  rec^uired  any  such  extraoixiinary  proceedings  on  the  part  of  either  the  President  or 
his  military  officers  ! 

Anmcer,  Well,  I  think  not. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  whether  during  that  same  time  General  Terry  removed 
from  his  office  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wetmore,  who  was  an  ordinary,  I  believe  you  call 
it,  a  judge  of  probate  f 

Answer,  Eituer  judge  of  probate  or  ordinary,  he  is  known  as  either,  and  he  had  both 
titles.  Well,  I  could  not  -answer  that  question  ;  there  was  so  much  said  about  the 
arbitrary  acts  of  the  military  at  the  time,  and  so  much  complaint  made  of  one  sort 
and  another  in  other  sections  of  the  State,  that  I  positively  ceased  to  pay  much  atten- 
tion to  it ;  I  just  concluded  that  it  was  the  dut^  of  the  i>eople  to  submit  to  it,  no  matter 
what  it  was,  that  we  would  have  to  submit  to  it.  Thereibre  I  could  not  say  what  hi^)- 
liened  ont  of  my  immediate  section. 

Question,  Did  or  not  those  illegal  acts  of  usurpation,  on  the  part  of  the  military 
power,  convince  your  people  that  they  were  outside  the  ordinary  pale  of  the  law  to  a 
great  extent,  as  it  was  administered  to  other  people  and  iu  other  States,  and  that  they 
were  the  victims  of  vengeance  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir;  I  have  felt,  and  I  have  felt  honestly,  that  the  whit«  race  at  the 
South  were  pretty  much  without  a  friend  or  protector  in  the  world.  Whether  that 
was  a  just  sentiment  or  not,  it  was  an  honest  one. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :         • 

Question,  There  have  been  some  statements  made  hero  by  witnesses  with  reference  to 
the  case  of  a  man  arrested  near  Home  for  an  outrage  upon  Jourdan  Ware.  Have  you 
any  recollection  of  the  circumstances  of  that  particular  case  t 

Answer,  Perhaps  if  some  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case  were  told  me  I  might  re- 
call it.  We  pay  very  little  attention  to  negroes'  names  down  there ;  we  know  them  as 
Bob,  Tom,  Harry,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  Very  many  have  changed  their  names  to 
buit  their  own  notion,  and,  therefore,  wo  pay  very  little  attention  to  names. 

Question,  I  think  the  statement  of  the  outrage  was  something  of  this  kind;  that 
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^^arly  of  men  Trent  to  hiB  bouse,  or  place  of  reeidence,  and  pretended  to  be  Federal  sol- 
diers, and  asked  him  to  accompany  tbeni  to  kill  some  Ku*Klnx. 

Anmper.  I  remember  the  case  now  ;  you  have  the  wrong  name.  I  think  that  was  the 
nesTO  that  was  killed  at  Foster's,  as  it  was  called  ;  I  think  that  was  the  Foster  negro, 
imTQ8B  I  have  got  the  name  wrong.  I  remember  that  circumstance,  and  1  can  give 
what  knowledge  I  have  of  it,  and  how  1  derived  it,  if  you  desire.  Professionally,  I 
might  refuse  to  do  so,  though  I  have  no  disposition  to  do  so,  and  do  not  think  it  would 
hurt  my  client  now.  This  negro  was  killed ;  whatever  his  name  wa§  it  is  immaterial ; 
1  do  not  rememlier  it,  though  1  have  heard  it.  A  young  man  who  went  with  that  crowd, 
and  was  engaged  in  that  operation,  came  to  see  me  as  a  lawyer,  to  know  what  I  thought 
it  b^t  in  the  premises  for  him  to  do ;  whether  I  could  acquit  him  or  not.  I  told  him  as 
Dsnal,  "  Tell  mo  now  everything  that  occurred  j  I  want  to  know  all  about  it,  and  then 
I  can  tell  you  what  1  think  is  best  for  yon."  I  am  not  sure  whether  he  said  his  father 
Bent  him  to  me,  or  whether  he  came  himself.  His  father  is  ray  client,  and  he  may  have 
said  that  his  father  sent  him.  I  know  his  father  fumisheil  me  the  money  to  buy  a 
ticket  for  him  on  the  railroad,  which  I  did  for  him  afterward.  I  told  him  to  tell  me 
the  whole  truth  about  it.  He  said :  "  We  were  not  the  regular  Ku-Klnx,  we  were  some 
boys  for  young  men)  who  had  heard  that  this  negro  had  be^n  making  threats  about  the 
Kn-Klux.''  That  was  the  idea ;  and  he  went  on  to  say  that  they  got  together  and  con- 
cluded to  take  him  out  upon  their  own  hook  and  bring  him  to  a  reckonmg.  That  boy 
i^as  under  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  I  think  about  nineteen  years  of  age.  I  think  he 
told  me  that  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  far  it  was  the  truth,  what  the  old 
Dc^ro  had  said,  they  sent  in  to  him  pretending  to  be  Northern  men  ;  I  do  not  think  he 
said  Korthem  soldiers,  but  pretending  to  be  Northern  men.  They  expressed  sym- 
pathy for  the  condition  of  the  negroes  down  there,  commented  upon  these  Ku-Klux 
outraj^es,  &c.,  and  said  that  they  had  come  there  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Ku-Kltix 
orgamzation  themselves  to  Ku-Klux  the  Ku-Kltix,  and  they  wanted  to  know  if  he 
Tvonld  help  and  aid  them.  He  said  that  the  negro  gave  most  hearty  assent,  and  ex- 
pressed his  anxiety  upon  the  subject  to  have  it  done.  1  think  he  told  me  that  the 
n^ro  gave  them  the  names  of  other  negroes  who  would  go  with  him  and  make  a  raid, 
and  gave  bim  the  names  of  the  men  to  be  Ku-Kluxed.  1  am  not  sure,  but  I  think  he 
told  me  his  lather's  name  was  on  the  list  of  the  men  to  be  Ku-Kluxed.  They  started 
with  the  negro,  going  a  little  way  out,  I  am  not  sure  how  far ;  but  they  started  with 
bim  on  the  exp^ition,  and  after  they  got  him  out  a  little  way  tbey  just  commenced 
^-ing  npon  bim,  or  stabbing  him,  I  do  not  remember  which ;  anyhow  he  said  they 
killed  him.  That  was  his  case,  and  he  wanted  to  know  whether  I  thought  I  could  de- 
fend him  successfully.  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  think  I  could ;  that  my  honest  opin- 
ion was  that  he  would  be  convicted ;  that  while  the  negro  exhibited  a  bad  temper  oi 
disposition,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  he  had  some  cause  for  it ;  that  they  hod  rather 
deooyed  him  into  the  matter ;  that  he  was  a  poor,  weak,  superstitious  creature,  ready 
to  listen  to  anybody  who  pretended  to  be  his  friend ;  that  it  was  cruel  to  make  those 
representations  to  him,  and  my  opinion  was  that  the  community  would  so  regard  it. 
Said  I,  "If  you  wiU  take  my  advice  you  will  leave  the  country  and  get  away  firom 
here."  He  took  my  advice ;  his  father  sent  word  where  I  could  get  some  money,  and 
I  bought  bim  a  ticket  and  some  clothes,  and  put  him  on  board  the  railroad. 

QK^on,  He  made  his  escape  f 

Answer,  I  presume  so ;  1  have  never  heard  of  him  since  in  that  country^  and  I  do  not 
«pect  to ;  I  told  him  that  I  thought  he  had  better  stay  away.  That  advice  was  given 
to  him  honestly  and  faithfully ;  I  thought  it  was  the  best  thing  he  could  do. 

Huettwn.  Some  of  the  witnesses  from  your  State  have  testified  that  certain  men  in 
Ocorgia,  naming  them,  prominent  men,  cduld  by  a  word  put  down  all  this  Ku-Kluxiug, 
or  all  these  unlawful  proceedings ;  and  among  others  tbey  have  named  Mr.  Toombs, 
Mr.  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  and  I  believe  your  own  name  has  been  given  also.  The 
inference  was  that  you  had  not  exerted  any  influence  to  put  down  this  thing,  and  that 
if  you  would  exert  your  influence,  it  could  be  done. 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  that  is  the  truth.  In  the  flrst  place  I  do  not  believe  we 
could  prevent  these  outbreaks  of  violence  occasionally,  because  while  there  are  some 
things  done  that  are  wrong,  like^  the  killing  of  this  negro,  for  instance,  and  which  I 
irtterly  condemn :  I  sympathized*  with  that  poor  creature,  for  it  was  the  almost  inev- 
itable result  of  tne  decoy  laid  for  him~yet,  as  a  rule,  I  tell  -you  that  the  purposes  of 
these  men  are  not  had ;  however  wrong  their  actions  may  be  their  purposes  are  not 
bad ;  it  is  to  conserve  what  they  take  to  be  the  life  of  society.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  power  in  the  world  to  prevent  that :  where  they  think  the  life  of  society  is  seri- 
ously endangered,  they  will  help  themselves  the  best  way  tbey  can ;  I  do  not  think  a 
nrilhon  of  troops  would  prevent  it.  It  is  just  as  it  would  be  in  your  country' ;  if  you 
thought  the  life  of  society  was  seriously  endangered,  you  could  not  wait,  you  would 
fiotwait,  to  know  whether  the  Government  would  help  you.  I  do  not  think  they 
would  pay  any  attention  to  Mr.  Toombs,  Mr.  Stephens,  or  myself.  I  have  never  advised 
the  fbrraation  of  one  of  these  secret  orders.  I  even  took  my  demit  from  the  masons, 
W»ase  I  was  opposed^  upon  calm  reflection^  to  all  secret  organizations.    I  fought 
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know-nothingism  from  the  word  "  go,"  with  all  the  power  I  hsA  in  the  world,  because 
it  was  a  secret  organization.  I  never  favored  one,  never  at  any  time.  Masonry  is  dif- 
ferent from  political  organizations,  but  still,  becanse  it  was  secret,  I  thought  it  better 
to  take  my  demit.  I  have  not  been  in  a  lodge  for  twenty  years,  and  I  have  forgotten 
ail  about  it.  I  never  conn tenanced,. encouraged,  er  favored  any  secret  orgauizatioa. 
If  I  could,  to-day,  by  a  word,  I  would  disband  every  one  of  them,  and  tell  my  country- 
men  to  submit  to  their  fate ;  it  is  a  terrible  one,  and  it  is  pretty  difficult  for  a  man  to 
contemplate  it.  ^d  besides,  how  can  the  Qovemment  ask  me  to  stand  out  as  their 
champion  iu  any  regard,  when  I  am  denied  the  right  of  citizenship  t  I  have  not  the 
chance  of  a  white  man ;  I  have  not  the  chance  of  a  ne^ro ;  I  could  not  be  bailiff  to 
iny  own  slave,  if  he  was  put  .into  a  magistrate's  office,  as  former  slaves  sometiu^es  am. 
They  ask  me  to  be  loyal  to  a  Qovemment  that  treats  me  in  that  way.  I  say,  not  so; 
you  would  know  that  I  lied  deliberately  if  I  was  to  say  so,  or  that  I  was  not  worthy 
of  your  respect.  God  must  make  me  over  again  before  I  can  be  loyal  to  a  Government 
whose  blessings  I  do  not  feel ;  when  I  only  know  its  hand  of  power,  it  is  imposBiUe 
for  me  to  have  affection  for  it.  Whether  that  relates  to  the  organization  of  the  Go¥- 
en^ment  or  to  the  administration  of  the  Government  you  n^ight  make  a  distioction 
there ;  perhaps  it  is  the  adYninistration  of  the  Gkivemuient.  I  am  a  republican,  every 
inch  of  me ;  I  am  in  fiivor  of  the  rule  of  the  people,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  the  rule  of  the 
white  race.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  people  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  and  I  kpow 
I  am  saying  it  under  oath,  that  is  capable  of  self-government  but  the  white  race ;  Mad 
I  believe  very  few  nationalities  of  tnem  are  capable  of  self-government.  I  have  no 
idea  that  the  people  of  France  are ;  I  do  not  believe  tlie  republic  of  France  will  li\'e 
ninety  days.  If  there  is  any  people  on  earth  that  could  maintain  a  republican  ^ovem^ 
ment,  besides  ours,  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  the  Germans ;  they,  possibly,  might  do 
it,  but  they  have  no  chance ;  King  William  has  got  them  in  his  hand  and  is  likely  to 
keep  them  there.  But  the  idea  that  the  black  man  is  capable  of  self-government— 
how  can  I  believe  it?  The  history  of  his  race  for  thousands  of  years,  and  his  type  oi 
civilization  now — I  do  not  know,  it  seems  to  me  so,  I  may  Ije  wrong — but  look  at  lam 
now,  iust  out  of  slavery.  Congress  gives  its  judgment  in  favor  of  him,  for  it  givw 
him  tne  ballot ;  and  it  cannot  require  a  higher  type  of  civilization  when  he  reoeives 
the  ballot;  that  is  the  privilege  of  the  highest  type  of  civilization.  I  want  it  to  go 
out  to  the  country,  under  oath,  that  I  opposed  that  because  I  believe  thenegto  ia  iiifia- 
pable  of  self-government,  not  on  account  of  any  prejudice  against  his  race« 

Question,  Is  there  any  hostility  among  the  people  of  your  State  to  the  form  o€  ooi 
Government,  a  republican  form  of  government  T 

Answer,  None  on  earth. 

Quesii&n,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  one  in  the  State  m  which  you  live  wko  wae 
opposed  to  that  form  of  government,  any  one  among  the  white  race  f  , 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  Their  antagonism  is  simply,  then,  to  the  measures  of  the  ndroinistratioii  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  as  they  operate  upon  the  people  of  the  Sontli.  Now,  nnderetand 
me,  this  is  political,  and  perhaps,  I  should  not  say  so.  I  have  no  particular  hostility 
to  General  Grant's  administration  generally  ;  I  think  ho  deserves  well  of  the  country 
for  his  administration  of  the  finances:  I  think  it  has  been  admirable ;  I  think  he 
deserves  credit  of  the  country  for  it,  I  do  sincerely.  And  it  was  a  hereditary  doetrine 
of  the  democratic  party  the  acquisition  of  territory.  Now,  I  suppose  the  domocraits 
will  put  right  straight  in  for  the  acquisition  of  San  Domingo.  And  every  impulse  oi 
my  soul  was  in  £»vor  of  the  President  on  that  question  ;  but  I  did  not  open  my  mounh, 
becanse  my  people  did  not  go  for  it.  But  I  cannot  help  regarding  him  as  the  impUea- 
ble  and  powerful  enemy  of  my  people.  It  does  seem  to  mo  that  every  act  of  has 
administration,  as  a  rule,  has  been  against  the  white  men  of  the  South.  Well,  I  ata 
not  astonished  at  it ;  he  fought  us  for  years,  he  regarded  the  rebels  as  strikiug  at  the 
life  of  the  country.  The  astonishment  with  me  is  that  he  never  forgets  and  focgirv^a. 
You  know  that  in  the  parable  in  scripture,  when  the  father  saw  his  prodigal  sou  com- 
ing back,  he  ran  to  meet  him,  and  fell  upon  his  neck  and  wept.  They  do  not  do  that 
with  the  South  ;  there  is  no  weeping  on  their  part,  it  is  all  on  ours.  All  I  deaire  oft 
the  face  of  the  earth  is  good  government.  I  have  no  prejudice  against  a  Northern 
man ;  my  people  sometimes  call  me  a  Yankee ;  I  was  beaten  most  shamefully  in  my  «wn 
county  of  Floyd,  after  the  war  was  over,  becanse  I  was  considered  too  much  of  a  Yan- 
kee. But  1  tell  you  that  I  am  bound  to  stand  by  my  country  ami  my  people  ;  and  H 
we  cannot  come  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  with  all  the  i%bts 
of  a  State,  I  do  not  want  to  come  in  at  aU. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  What  would  be  the  effect  upon  your  people  of  a  general  removal  of  disabili- 
ties f 

Answer,  I  was  just  going  to  speak  about  that.  I  know  for  myself  that  i^  would  re- 
move one  great  obstacle  to  my  reconciliation  in  feeling.  How  can  I  feel  kind  towards 
a  government,  as  I  remarked  a  moment  a^,  that  doi^  not  give  me  the  rights  of  citii^eu- 
ship,  and  does  not  promise  to  do  it ;  and  that,  too,  when  I  think  I  never  should  have 
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Ijeen  disiranchiBed  f  Let  mc  say  another  word  to  you ;  I  have  Mr.  Lincoln's  pardon  in 
iby  trunk,  sloped  before  the  war  waa  over,  in  the-  fall  of  1864.  It  was  upon  his  own 
motion ;  he  voluntarily  offered  me  a  pardon.  Said  he,  "  Don^t  you  think  you  will 
iietftl  a  pardon  if  you  break  down  f "  I  said  I  thought  I  would.  "  Well,"  said  he,  "  I 
think  you  deserve  one,''  and  he  gave  it  to  mo;  it  was  wholly  unsolicited.  I  havo  a 
pardon  signed  by  him,  and  it  is  laid  away  iu  my  tnmk ;  but  I  suppose  it  is  of  no  use 
under  the  actiou  of  Congress. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QueaUon,  The  question  that  I  asked  you  at  the  beginning  of  this  examination  waa 
«ttly  partially  answered.  It  was  as  to  the  security  ot  life  and  property  in  your  St-ate, 
and  the  execution  of  the  laws  there;  the  condition  of  the  State  in  regard  to  those 
tblnga 

Amwwer,  The  laws  are  aa  well  executed,  that  is,  with  as  little  obstruction  and  oppo- 
sHion,  as  they  ever  were  in  my  State ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  The  law  is  not 
m  ably  executed;  men  are  upon  the  bench  whom  we  never  knew  before  as  lawyers; 
but  they  were  almost  forced  upon  the  country  by  the  circumstances.  In  the  formation 
of  eor  constitution,  they  took  away  from  the  people  the  right  to  elect  Judges,  and  gave 
t^  appointment  of  them  to  the  governor.  Hc^  exercised  that  right  according  to  his 
own  schedule,  and  gave  us  men  who  never  expected  to  be  judges,  some  of  them.  I  do 
BOi  think  anybody  will  say  that  they  are  learned  in  the  law,  or  great  jurists,  or  anything 
of  tiiat  kind.  Therefore,  I  do  not  think  the  law  as  ably  executed  as  it  has  been.  But 
I  think  it  can  be  as  certainly  executed,  according  to  the  judgment  of  those  gentlemen 

00  the  bench,  as  it  ever  was ;  I  know  of  no  resistance  to  tm  process  of  the  courts ;  I 
never  heard  of  any  resistance  to  a  sheriff  in  the  exercise  of  his  duties. 

QuesUoiu  AitGT  men  have  been  convicted,  is  there  any  great  complaint  in  the  State 
ooQceming  the  pardons  of  the  governor? 

Anmcer.  Oh  heavens!  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  this  committee  to  ask  me  such  a 
faestjon  ao  that.  Our  statistics  show  that  our  governor  has  issued  between  three 
bond  red  and  four  hundred  pardons. . 

Qmesiian,  Within  what  period  f 

Answer,  Since  he  has  been  governor,  and  he  hafl  been  governor,  I  believe,  only  two 
jeMTB  And  a  hall  I  do  not  think  the  like  has  been  known  in  the  history  of  any  gov- 
emmetiU  I  do  not  think  th«re  ever  was  a  x)eople  on  earth  cursed  with  any  such  ruler 
as  Georgia  is  with  her  governor.  I  say  it  with  all  respect  to  yon ;  but  here  is  Angier, 
who  will  testify  before  you.  He  is  a  northern  man,  and  an  honest  man.  God  Almighty 
does  not  make  honest  men  by  parallels  of  latitude.  He  is  in  controversy  with  his  own 
pernor ;  and  yet  both  of  them  are  radicals.  Now,  why  is  it  f  It  is  because  Bullock 
18  trying  to  plunder  the  State,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  he  thinks  a  government  is 
nothing  but  a  machine  with  which  to  plunder  other  people.  Angier  stood  there  in  the 
treasury,  like  a  lion  at  bay,  and  resisted  him.  The  result  is  that  the  governor  sets  him 
at  deifianeo ;  he  issues  his  bonds  without  the  signature  of  the  treasurer.  He  issued 
lome  bonds  and  had  the  name  of  the  treasurer  engraved  upon  them  without  his  con- 
sent, and  proposed  to  put  them  upon  the  market.  Angier  told  him  that  if  he  did  ft  he 
would  have  him  indicted  for  forgery,  and  he  did  not  issue  them.  But  he  issued  other 
bonds,  with  the  comptroller's  name  on  them ;  at  least  so  I  am  told,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
of  it.  I  could  not  give  yoir  the  details  of  all  his  acts.  I  declare  that  it  v  my  honest 
conviction  that  if  the  people  of  Massachusetts  were  to  discover  that  their  governor  had 
mkbed  their  treasury  to  the  extent  that  I  think  the  records  show  that  (^vernor  Bul- 
lock hi0  the  treasury  of  Georgia,  the  **  solid  mem  of  Boston"  would  hang  him  in  forty- 
oi^t  hoars.  I  know  how  staid  their  habits ;  out  there  are  certain  things  I  do  not 
think  tbey  would  submit  to,  that  we  do. 

Que9ti4yn,  Were  the  criminals  pardoned  by  the  governor  convicted  of  crimes  of  the 
hl^^kest  clasof 

An$wer.  I  think  there  were  some  eighteen  or  twenty  of  them  who  were  murderers, 
tiiat  io  my  remembrance.  I  think  a  large  portion  of  them  had  been  convicted  of  the 
h^eot  oifenses  known  to  the  law. 

Ifueiiion,  Did  this  course  of  his  make  the  people  feel  insecure  f 

Aii$wer,  Why,  I  have  heard  it  said  again  and  again,  **han^  him,"  or,  "kill  him,  for 
if  yon  don't  Bullock  will  pardon  him  after  you  have  sent  him  to  the  penitentiairy." 

1  ^11  give  you  a  case.  Week  before  last,  or  perhaps  a  week  before  that,  a  negro 
knocked  a  white  man  off  his  horse,  about  four  miles  from  the  city  of  Rome,  at  11 
o'clock  in  the  daj^-time,  and  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  a  house,  and  robbed  him  of 
all  his  money ;  and  the  man  has  since  died.  They  pursu^l  him  two  or  three  days  before 
they  caught  him.  Now,  myself  and  others  sent  word  (I  did,  aud  I  think  others  did) 
to  those  men  in  pursuit,  and  charged  them  whatever  they  did  not  to  execute  the  man, 
but  to  bring  him  iu  and  put  him  in  jail,  and  let  the  law  take  its  course.  And  the 
reply  of  some  of  them  was — I  will  not  say  who  it  was  or  how  I  got  it — "  Why,  what  use 
fa  there  in  that  t  Don't  you  suppose  that  Governor  Bullock  will  pardon  liim  if  ho 
weo  any  interest  in  it  f"    But  notwithstanding  all  that,  I  protested  that  they  should 
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bring  hiin  back,  and  they  did  bring  blm  back  and  pnt  him  in  jail,  and  he  is  there  now 
awaiting  his  trial  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events.  Now  I  thought  that  a  very  great 
act  of  forbearance. 

Question.  The  eflfect  of  this  groat  latitude  of  the  governor  in  granting  pardons  is  to 
induce  the  people  in  many  ini^tances  to  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  necessary  result. 

Question.  For  fear  that  the  greatest  criminals  will  go  unpnnishefl,  by  reason  of  the 
clemency  of  the  governor,  as  shown  by  his  liberal  use  of  the  pardoning  power  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  is  my  dnty  to  give  a  case  that  came  within  my  own  knowledge. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  John  Long,  one  of  the  most  desperate  characters  of  the  war, 
living  along  upon  the  line  of  Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama,  making  his  excursions 
along  there;  since  the  war,  a  year  or  two  ago,  I  cannot  j^ive  the  exact  date,  but  since 
the  public  tribunals  were  opened,  he  rode  up  in  the  day-time  to  the.  house  of  the  clerk 
of  the  superior  court  of  Calhoun  County,  called  him  out,  and  asked  him  the  way  to 
some  place.  After  the  clerk  had  told  him,  or  while  he  was  telling  him,  he  pulled  out 
his  pistol,  and  deliberatelv  shot  a  bullet-hole  through  him.  The  reason  given  why  he 
did  so  ifSL»  that  the  clerk  had  aided  the  authorities  in  getting  a  hoi-se  away  from  him 
that  they  thought  he  had  not  got  legally ;  perhaps  the  clerk  had  been  pretty  active  in 
that  operation.  He  just  shot  him  down  in  cold  blood.  Application  was  made  to  me  to 
defend  him.  That  was  in  the  county  of  Calhoun,  and  I  live  in  the  county  of  Floyd.  I 
told  his  friends  who  made  the  application  that  I  should  charge  them  a  thousand  dollars 
to  defend  him,  and  would  not  do  it  for  less,  but  that  I  would  defend  him  for  that  sum 
to  the  exteht  of  my  ability.  They  proposed  to  see  me  again,  and  they  did  some  time 
afterward,  and  complained  of  the  amount  of  the  fee  I  charged.  To  make  a  long  story 
short,  we  disagreed.  I  occasionally  inquired  who  his  counsel  was,  supposing  tnat  he 
had  employed  some  other  counsel  at  a  less  sum.  I  heard  that  a  young  man,  compara- 
tively of  very  little  note,  certainly  of  not  much  ability  as  a  lawyer,  haa  been  employed 
to  defend  him.  I  asked  the  qnestion  if  he  was  going  to  risk  his  life  in  the  hands  of 
that  counsel.  I  did  not  care  about  his  not  employing  mo,  but  I  thought  he  should  bave 
able  counsel,  for  it  was  a  very  bad  case.  He  went  to  trial,  was  tried,  convicted,  and 
sentenced  to  be  hung,  without  any  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  jury.  But  in  a  short 
time  afterwards  Governor  Bullock  pardoned  him.  It  was  very  plain  then  to  all  of  ns 
why  he  went  to  trial  so  securely,  with  a  young  lawyer  of  very  little  experience.  We 
began  to  think  he  understood  the  ropes  better  than  we  did.  I  regarded  that  then  as 
an  outrage  upon  public  justice,  and  I  do  yet,  an  unmitigated,  terrible  outrage. 

Question.  What  do  you  know,  if  anything,  about  the  rewards  that  the  governor  has 
ofifered  for  the  apprehension  of  one  class  of  criminals,  while  he  is  so  lenient  to  others  f 

Answer.  My  remembrance  is  that  in  the  two  and  a  half  years  he  has  been  governor 
of  6^eorgia,iie  has  offered  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  fifty  and  some  odd  thousand 
dollars,  in  rewards ;  and  my  remembrance  is  that  in  that  two  and  a  half  years  he  has  paid 
some  136,000  lawyers'  fees,  or  purports  to  have  done  so ;  my  remembrance  is  that  he 
has  paid  for  publishing  proclamations  of  one  sort  and  another  that  he  has  put  out — 
son;^  of  them  are  the  strangest  surely  that  ever  went  into  a  public  newspaper  ;  but 
never  mind  about  that — I  think  he  has  paid  out  about  $98,000.  I  think  he  has  nsed 
between  |400,000  and  1500,000  as  a  contingent  fund,  without  returning  the  specitic 
contingencies,  so  far  as  the  authorities  know ;  whereas,  as  my  remembmnce  now  is, 
for  some  f<mr  or  five  years  of  the  other  governors,  the  xvhole  contingent  expenses 
were  only  a  few  thousand  dollars,  each  item  specified.  While  we  are  on  that  subject 
let  me  say  that  we  are  in  trouble  as  no  people  ever  were  before  perhaps.  He  has 
issned  two  and  a  half  milllions  of  doUiirs  of  bonds,  if  I  mistake  not,  on  the  Braoawick 
and  Albany  Railroad.  I  am  told  that  his  man  Friday,  as  we  call  him  down  there,  Kim- 
ball,  who  came  from  Maine — and  I  see  his  brother  is  the  democratic  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor there  in  Maine,  and,  therefore,  democrats  may  not  like  me  to  talk  alioat  the 
family  in  that  way~I  am  told  that  Kimball  is  the  only  stockholder  in  Geoi:gi»  in 
that  road.  Bullock  does  not  own  anything  at  all  that  I  know  of.  It  is  understood  in 
Georgia  that  whenever  yon  see  Kimball's  tracks  you  see  Bullock's  tracks*  He  came 
there  bankrupt :  but  he  has  built  a  hotel  there  which,  according  to  the  estimates  I 
have  heard,  with  all  the  furniture  in  it,  is  worth  nearly  a  million  of  dollars.  He  owns 
the  Cdrtersville  Railroad,  some  twenty-five  miles  long.  I  make  the  statement  because 
it  is  universally  understood ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  denied  by  his  friends.  Governor  Bul- 
lock was  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  to  issue  gold  interest-bearii^  bonds 
enough,  not  to  exceed  six  millions  of  dollars,  to  take  up  the  old  bonds  of  the  §t4U«>  as 
they  fell  due.  I  think  the  old  bonds  of  the  State  falling  due  this  year  were,  perhaps, 
1200,000 ;  that  is  my  remembrance.  He  ht^  issued  the  whole  $6,000,000  of  bonds, 
and  required  the  treasurer  to  sign  them,  which  he  refused  to  do.  Bat  he  haa  got  money 
for  them  in  some  way  or  other ;  so  we  are  infonned.  What  he  wants  of  it  I  do  not 
know:  what  he  intends  to  do  with  it  I  do  not  know.  Bnt  surely  between  $100^000  and 
$200,000  were  enough  to  have  had  engraved  for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds  that  are 
due  this  year.  I  think  the  complaint  was  that  he  was  obliged  to  issue  some  boD«b  to 
keep  up  with  the  expenditures  of  the  State.    Now,  that  is  not^true,  for  by  examination 
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to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  yon  will  find  that  according  to  all  the  showings  the 
revenue  is  ample  to  pay  the  interest  upon  tbe  bonds  due,  and  to  take  up  the  oonds 
falling  due  now,  if  necessary.  That  might  have  been  done  with  a  part  of  these  six 
millioDs.  But  to  pay  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government,  putting  it  at  half  a 
million  of  dollars,  whicS  is  $175,000  more  than  it  was  for  the  last  fiveor  six  years  before 
the  'war,  if  I  remember  correctly,  our  revenue  now  is  about  $1,200,000,  from  taxes  and 
froia  all  sources.  We  have  an  ctd  val&rem.  tax  upon  the  value  of  proper ty,  and  then  we 
have  a  special  tax  upon  liquors,  shows,  lawyers,  and  jackasses ;  as  I  tell  them,  they 
generally  put  them  together.  But  the  whole  revenue  amounts  to  $1,200,000,  and 
then  we  are  entitled  to  a  rental  from  the  State  road  of  $300,000 ;  but  by  law  $150,000 
of  that  rental  is  to  go  to  the  free  school  fund.  But  taking  that  out,  and  you  still  have 
left  nearly  one  and  a  half  million  of  dollars  in  the  treasury  subject  to  orders.  Now, 
putting;  the  expenditures  at  half  a  million  dollars,  and  surely  that  is  large  enough ; 
putting  the  interest  upon  the  public  debt  to  accrue  this  year,  which  is  a  Uttle  abov« 
$400,000 ;  putting  down  bonds  that  are  to  be  redeemed — and  we  have  a  clear  surplus  in 
the  treasury. 

Question.  Before  the  war  the  condition  of  your  State  was  very  sound  T 

Amgwer.  It  was  sound  as  a  mackerel. 

Qifev^oft.  The  State  was  not  in  debt  f 

Answer,  Not  to  hurt  ]  it  had  a  little  debt ;  it  has  the  most  splendid  public  work  in  the 
South;  of  all  the  bluuderine  ever  seen,  I  think  that  about  that  public  work  takes  the 
lead ;  Bullock  called  his  right-hand  man  Friday  down  there  and  put  him  in  the  railroad, 
with  Mr.  Burnett,  who  has  been  before  you  here  j  and  I  suppose  each  of  them  knows 
as  much  about  the  running  of  a  railroad  as  the  learned  pig  Ben  does  about  mathematics ; 
bat  that  does  not  make  any  difference ;  if  they  had  been  honest  and  faithful  men  they 
could  have  called  in  those  to  help  them  who  did  know  about  it ;  before  the  war  that 
railroad  paid  $600^000  a  year  over  and  above  expenses. 

Qitestum,  What  is  the  name  of  that  railroad  f 

jMtewer,  The  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  connecting  with  the  Chattanooga  and 
Atlanta  Bailroad ;  if  you  will  take  the  map  and  look  at  it,  you  will  see  that  there  is  a 
> convergence  of  western  ^nd  northern  railroads  at  ChattanoojB^a,  and  of  eastern  and 
southern  railroads  at  Atlanta,  and  this  link  is  the  connecting  link  between  those  con- 
verging lines. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  How  many  miles  long  is  it ;  138  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  about  that ;  1  was  going  to  say  over  a  hundred. 

Question.  And  owned  by  the  State? 

Answer.  Owned  by  the  State  j  every  dollar  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  StAte ;  they 
took  chaise  of  it,  and  the  first  month,  if  I  remember  correctly,  they  paid  in  $25,000 ; 
the  secona  month  they  paid  in  $20,000 ,  and  from  that  day  to  this  they  have  never  paid  in 
one  solitary  quarter  of  a  dollar. 

Ques^n.  For  what  length  of  time  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  precise  time,  it  is  going  on  two  yeare. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  One  would  suppose  that  he  would  hardly  have  occasion  to  borrow  money  f 
Answer.  None  in  the  world. 

By  Mr.  Beok  : 

QmesiUm.  Had  not  Campbell  Wallace,  the  former  superintendent  of  the  road,  been 
jMfyiog  fiom  $25,000  to  $40,000  a  month  up  to  the  time  Blodgett  took  possession  of  the 
xoadt 

Ansfwer.  I  know  he  was  payine  something  into  the  treasury,  I  wiD  not  state  the 
a&Mmnt ;  I  know  he  had  the  confidence  of  the  people^  he  was  regarde<t  as  a  faithful, 
honest  man  1 1  know  he  paid  into  the  treasury,  but  I  will  not  state  the  amount,  because 
I  have  not  tbe  data  before  me,  and  1  have  not  scrutinized  them  for  some  time,  as  I  have 
the  accounts  of  Blodgett ;  the  people  have  been  compelled  to  look  at  thjm,  and  try  U 
stim  them  if  possible. 

QwsUtm.  Has  not  the  business  of  the  road,  both  of  freight  and  travel,  increased  dur- 
hig  the  administration  of  Blodgett  f 

Answer.  Immensely.  Governor  Brown  the  other  day,  trying  to  vindicate  the  small 
nese  of  his  rental,  and  giving  the  figiires,  admitted  that  the  income  for  the  month  o^ 
March  was  $128,000.  Now,  if  you  will  ^ake  that  and  multiply  it,  I  think  you  will  fine* 
tliat  the  income  for  a  year  will  be  over  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qvevliim.  Ton  say  Qovemor  Brown  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  he  now  has  it  under  a  re-lease ;  a  fraud  on  the  part(^f  democrat, 
widxadieals.  Cgitizf Jby  >^- 
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By  Mr.  Bbck 

Question.  Blodgett  paid  uotbiog  into  the  treosnry  after  the  first  two  months  f 

Answer,  I  have  been  informed  so  by  the  treasurer,  and  those  who  examined  the 
record. 

Question,  And  the  freight  and  travel  on  that  road  have  increased  in  the  mecmtimef 

Answer,  Immensely ;  that  is  not  denied  by  anybody. 

Question,  Were  not  three  roads  running  from  Atlanta  south  and  oast  in  connectfon 
with  this  main  trnnk ;  the  Macon  and  Atlanta  Railroad,  about  one  hundred  and  tw^ve 
miles  long  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questiotu  Was  not  that  during  the  time  paying  a  dividend  of  12  per  cent,  f 

Answer,  A  very  fine  dividend ;  much  over  legal  interest. 

Qtiestion,  Was  there  not  a  railroad  nmning  from  Atlanta  to  Augusta,  paying  from  6 
to  10  per  cent,  dividend  f 

Answer,  It  was  paying  above  legal  interest ;  it  was  good  stock  ;  the  stock  was  at 
par. 

'  Question,  Was  there  not  still  another  road  known  as  the  Atlanta  and  West  Point 
Raikoadf 

Answer,  Yu»,  sir;  or  the  Lagrange  Railroad. 

Question,  That  road  is  eighty-seven  miles  long  T 

Answ^.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  not  that  road  paid  a  dividend  f 

Answer.  It  was  doing  weU. 

Question.  Did  not  the  business  of  these  roads  all  converge  into  this  main  trank  as 
well  as  the  net- work  of  roads  converging  from  Chattanooga  south  f 

Answer,  They  did. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  a  floating  debt  of  $700,000  has  accumulated  on  tliai 
road  in  the  meantime  f 

Answer.  The  treasurer  reported  some  time  ago  that  he  had  paid  some  four  hundred 
and  odd  thousand  dollars  of  the  debt  of  the  road,  aud  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
debts  behind ;  perhaps  those,  with  the  debts  that  have  been  liquidated,  amount  to 
about  $700,000 ;  but  where  it  will  stop  nobody  knows. 

Question.  And  In  less  than  two  years,  under  the  administration  of  Bullock  and  Blod- 
gett, a  first-class  paying  road  has  been  reduced  so  that  it  pays  nothing,  with  b  debt 
of  $700,000  incurred  upon  it  ? 

Ansu?er.  Yes,  sir :  aud  its  engines  and  track  and  running  stock  run  down. 

Question,  With  rreight  and  travel  largely  increased  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  under  that  state  of  facta  was  it  not  confidently  believed  by  the  people 
^f  Georgia  that  they  had  been  robbed  by  their  governor  f 

Answer,  By  heavens !  gentlemen,  we  know  it. 

Question.  And  is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  body  of  men,  composed  in  part  of  Georgians,  and 
a  portion  of  them  being  Columbus  Delano,  Secretaiy  of  the  Interior ;  Simon  Cameron, 
a  Senator  from  Pennsylvania ;  and  Mr.  Scott,  vice-president  of  a  Pennsylvania  railroad, 
while  your  road  was  in  that  broken  down  condition,  obtained  a  lease  of  it  for  twenty 
years,  from  your  legislature,  at  $25,000  a  month  f 

Answer,  They  dii 

Question,  Is  not  that  believed  to  be  far  below  the  true  value  of  the  road,  except  that 
the  people  were  glad  to  get  anything,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  robbery  that  was  go- 
ing on  before  f 

Answer,  That  reconciled  the  people  to  the  lease.  Before  they  got  nothing,  and  the 
debt  was  accumulating.  Governor  Brown  is  the  head  of  the  company,  the  only  man 
who  pwhaps  before  the  war  was  guilty  of  treason,  for  be  oiiptured  the  public  property 
before  Georgia  seceded,  and  was  perhaps  the  bitterest  man,  during  the  war,  to  Union 
men,  of  whom  I  was  one :  and  now  I  am  denounced  everywhere  by  that  same  class  of 
men,  who  come  here  ana  get  iforgiveness  from  the  Government ;  I  am  denounced  as 
disloyal  to  the  Government  I  tried  to  save,  because  I  did  not  stand  there  and  see  them 
plunder  our  Government. 

Question.  Those  men  got  your  road  under  those  oiroumstaoces  f 

Answer,  They  did. 

(Question.  And  it  is  believed  by  vour  people  to  be  a  combination,  and  while  better 
than  the  Blodsett  one,  still  ij^aud  upon  the  people  f 

Answer.  WeU,  they  do  regard  it  as  a  terrible  fraud. 

Question.  Are  not  one  and  a  half  shares  in  the  name  of  Kimball,  and  one  and  a  half 
shares  in  the  name  of  Joe  Brown  f 

Answer,  1  may  have  seen  the  schedule,  but  I  cannot  tell  now. 

Question.  Was  it  not  understood  that  the  half  shares  were  held  by  the  governor  T 

Answer.  It  is  understood  that  Bullock  is  one  of  the  lessors  of  the  road. 

Question,  There  are  some  eighteen  or  twenty  of  them  f  ^ 
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Answer,  Tea,  sir.  Bat  his  name  is  not  there  ostensibly  as  a  lessor,  thongli  I  have  no 
donbt  of  it. 

QuesHoH,  Do  not  the  people  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  taking  into  consideration  the 
cormptions  of  the  government,  its  mal-administration,  the  wronghil  exercise  of  the 
pardoning  power  by  the  governor,  the  robbery  of  the  finances  of  the  State,  and  its 
indebtedness,  do  not  the  people  feel  themselves  plnndered  by  the  men  who  ought  to 
pcot«ot  them  f  * 

Anmoer.  They  do. 

Question,  And  is  there  not  great  discontent  jprevailing  all  over  the  State,  growing 
out  of  that  system  of  administration,  which,  if  it  was  removed,  and  the  State  put  into 
the  hands  of  honest  men,  wonld  reconcile  your  people  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  doubt  it.     I  think  if  ever  a  people  on  the  earth  prayed  for  good 

fovemment,  it  was  the  South.     Why  should  we  not  pray  for  it  f    Our  cities  were 
nmed,  our  slaves  were  emancipated,  our  stock  was  destroyed,  and  we  needed  good 
govetnment  for  our  own  recuperation.    We  need  the  blessings  of  power,  not  its  curses. 
Ouestion,  Is  it  believed  by  tne  people  of  Georgia  that  that  road  is  worth  from  $50,000 
to  175^000  a  month,  with  any  fair  management  T 

Answer.  Let  me  answer  that  question  by  a  figure  or  two.  (Jovemor  Brown ,  in  trying  to 
excuse  himself  about  the  meanness  of  the  pittance  paid  into  the  treasury,  put  down  the 
gross  income  for  the  month  of  March  at  $128,000.  Ho^put  down  the  common  running 
expenses  of  the  month,  if  I  remember  correctly,  at  $124,000,  in  order  to  make  the  thing 
plausible ;  in  that,  perhaps,  he  included  the  rental.  You  see  that  made  a  very  plausi- 
ble showing,  and  by  it  the  profits  were  very  small.  I  wrote  to  a  friend  at  Atlanta  to 
employ  some  man  to  -get  into  the  record — it  is  difficult  to  set  information  about  these 
things — to  get  into  the  record  without  knowledge  of  what  be  was  at,  and  send  me  the 
niniSng  expenses  of  tjtie  road  under  Wallace's  administration,  when  Joe  Brown  was 
governor  of  Georgia  before  the  war.  He  did  this  from  the  record,  and  I  afterwards 
published  it  in  our  State  papers.  According  to  that  record  the  running  expense  of  the 
road  were  a  little  over  $.30,000.  In  order  to  deceive  the  people  Brown  had  put  in  his 
ordinary  expenses  the  purchases  and  refitting  of  the  road,  and  everything  ot  that  sort, 
lor  which  he  is  to  be  paid  by  the  State ;  every  improvement  made  on  the  road  is  not 
out  of  his  OMm  pocket,  but  is  paid  by  the  State.  Ton  know  that  in  ancient  times  we  had 
in  Georgia  what  was  known  as  the  Yazoo  frauds,  the  legislature  granting  away  lands ; 
the  people  of  the  mountains  of  Georgia  poured  down  by  the  hundreds,  and  with  a  glass, 
by  fte  from  the  sun,  burned  up  the  deed  of  conveyance  by  which  those  lands  were 
given  away.  If  they  were  justified  in  that,  I  think  we  would  be  in  burning  up  this 
lease. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  it  believed  that  this  lease  was  made  to  these  potential  men  in  the  Gov- 
ernment here  with  any  view  to  their  using  their  infiueuce  to  sustain  Bullock  and  his 
plKmle  in  power  in  Georgia  f 

Answer,  WeU,  sir,  we  could  not  help  having  those  suspicions.  To  say  that  we  know 
it  would  perhaps  be  too  stroujg;  language ;  you  can  see  it  as  well  as  we  can. 

Question,  They  are  directly  interested  in  maintaining  Bullock  in  power  f 

Answer.  It  seems  to  us  so,  and  they  have  influence  at  headquarters.  I  sometimes  pity 
Qeneral  Grant,  for  I  suppose  that  he  has  an  honest  heart,  and  a  desire  to  do  all  a  man 
can  for  the  people.  But  he  is  so  beset  by  men  who  have  projects  of  their  own,  rings  of 
that  sort,  that  he  cannot  get  the  truth,  never  does  get  it.  I  know  how  it  is  with  men 
in  power. 

By  thtt  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  I  desire  to  ask  you  a  very  few  questions,  and  only  a  very  few,  upon  a  very 
few  of  the  subjects  that  you  have  talked  about,  because  they  are  entirely  outside  of  our 
inquiry :  and  I  want  direct  answers  to  my  questions.  About  this  Ku-Klux  organiza- 
tion ;  when  do  you  think  it  was  first  started  T 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  a  very  hard  question  to  answer ;  there  have  been  some  Utile 
violationB  of  the  law  and  depredations  all  along  ever  since  the  war. 

Question.  When  did  these  bands  of  men  that  go  about  in  disguise  to  commit  these 
acts  of  violence — when  did  they  first  make  their  appearance  in  your  part  of  Georgia  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  has  not  been  over  about  eighteen  months  since  I  first  had 
knowledge  of  or  believed  there  was  an  organization  of  that  sort,  a  local  organization. 

Question.  How  local  do  you  think  those  organizations  are ;  is  there  an  organization 
which  extends  through  a  county,  or  some  smaller  territory  than  a  county,  do  you 
tiiink  1 

Answer.  I  think  the  largest  one  in  my  own  State,  anywhere  across  the  Chattahoochee, 
I  think  that  the  largest  is  the  one  along  the  line  in  the  county  of  Chattooga ;  I  think 
there  are  more  men  m  that  one. 

Question,  Do  you,  think  that  is  an  organization  that  extends  through  the  entire 
county  t  ^ 
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« 

Answer,  I  think  it  does ;  I  think  there  are  men  in  it  that  live  in  the  eonnty  of  Chat- 
tooga, some  perhaps  in  Walker  County,  and  a  great  many  along  down  jnst  across  the 
line  of  Alahama,  for  the  State  line  runs  along  through  there ;  I  think  there  are  some  in 
Walker  County,  some  in  Chattooga,  and  some  in  Alabama.  I  think  there  are  a  hrvr  ia 
the  county  of  Floyd,  along  about  the  line  between  Floyd  and  Chattooga. 

Quegtion.  Do  yon  believe  this  is  one  organization,  or  several  organizations  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  one  organization ;  that  is,  I  think  they  have  among  themselreB 
a  general  understanding  that  upon  notice  they  are  to  convene. 

Question.  If  I  understand  your  idea,  and  I  wish  to  understand  it  exactly^—— 

Answer.  1  want  you  to  understand  that  I  do  not  know  this  to  be  so,  but  I  really 
believe  it  to  be  so,  and  I  am  bound  to  tell  the  truth. 

Question,  I  am  only  asking  your  Judgment ;  I  do  not  understand  that  you  have  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  this  organization. 

Answer,  I  certainly  do  not  belong  to  it,  and  know  nothing  personally  about  it. 

Question,  Your  idea  of  the  formation  of  this  is  that  it  was  in  the  interest  of  peace  imd 
order,  and  to  repress  any  disturbance  that  might  arise  among  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  That  is  my  honest,  candid  conviction.  I  have  conversed  with  men  who  I 
believed  were  leading  men  in  it ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  are  so,  but  I  am  sure  from 
those  conversations  and  the  indications  that  that  was  the  original  object. 

QuesUon,  But  it  was  mainly  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  colored  people  in 
your  community  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  would  say  mainly,  hut  also  with  reference  to  the  whites;  it  has 
frequently  fallen  in  its  power  upon  the  whiles. 

Question,  Well,  if  there  had  been  no  colored  people  there,  yon  do  not  suppose  it 
would  have  been  formed  at  all  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  because  the  dangerous  element  In  society  would  not  have  been  there 
to  that  extent. 

Question,  You  are  fearful  of  outbreaks  and  acts  of  violence  among  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  Not  so  much  that. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  feared  the  influence  of  some  bad  white  people  upon  the 
colored  people? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  outbreaks  that  were  feared  were  outbreaks  among  the  colored 
people  T 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  exciting  the  colored  people  to  violence,  to  burnings,  sometimes  to 
killings,  and  things  of  that  sort.  You  see  there  has  been  agreat  deal  of  property  that 
has  been  burned,  and  we  do  not  know  who  burned  it.  We  suppose  it  is  the  blacks 
who  have  been  put  up  to  do  it,  but  we  do  not  kuow  it  is  so.  Occasionally  a  man  was 
killed,  as  in  the  case  the  other  day ;  but  then  we  run  that  man  down  and  know  that 
he  was  a  negro. 

Question.  That  was  an  ordinary  case  of  robbery  and  mnrderf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  act  you  speak  of  as  occurring  the  other  day,  where  a  negro  killed  a 
man  in  the  road  and  robbed  him,  was  for  the  sake  of  gain,  like  ordinary  robberies f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  not  supposed  that  he  was  put  up  to  that  by  any  white  man  T 

Answer.  No,  sir :  we  do  not  know  of  any.  Now,  I  think  the  object  of  this  Kn-Klnx 
organization  would  probably  have  been  to  execute  sunmiarily  any  white  man  that 
might  have  been  identified  with  that ;  perhaps  the  negro  also.  I  think  that  wouM 
come  within  the  purview  of  their  operations ;  but  that  was  not  done  in  that  ease,  and 
he  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  law. 

Question,  Has  there  ever  been  any  difficulty  in  your  country,  where  a  Colored  man 
committed  a  crime,  in  prosecuting  him  and  convicting  him  f 

Answer,  None,  I  think ;  they  have  been  sometimes  too  easily  convicted,  I  have 
thought. 

QtMHon.  Your  idea  was  that  this  organization  was  to  prevent  the  commission  of 
crime? 

Answer.  That  was  t^e  view  I  had  of  it. 

Question,  Do  you  think  this  organization  has  ever  gone  beyond  this  limit  of  preserv- 
ing peace  and  order  f  Has  it  ever  been  guilty  of  outrages  and  acts  of  violence  for 
whicn  there  was  really  no  excuse  at  all  f 

Answer,  In  my  opinion  they  have  been  the  cause  of  it ;  for  instance,  this  young  man 
I  told  you  about :  without  the  wiser  heads  they  committed  an  act  of  outrage  in  killing 
that  ne^,  which  was  wholly  unjustifiable. 

Question,  You  say  that  you  understand  in  that  case,  your  client  told  you,  that  they 
were  not  a  part  of  the  regular  organization  f 

Answer,  He  said  that  they  were  not  the  regular  Ku-Klux.  I  think  his  remark  was, 
"We  were  our  own  Ku-Klux,"  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question,  Whether  they  were  members  of  the  regular  organization  or  not  von  do  not 
^^ow  t  ^ 
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Jnnoer.  I  do  not  know ;  they  possibly  might  have  been. 

QutMiion,  Do  you  not  |»elieve  that  this  regular  organization  or  portions  of  this  rega- 
lar  organisation — I  suppose  the  whole  organization  does  not  ever  go  out  at  ODce--do 
you  not  l>elieve  that  they  have  committea  a  great  many  acts  of  violence  where  there 
^as  really  no  proper  excuse  for  it  f 

Jutftrcr.  WeU,  in  one  sense  of  the  word  they  have.  For  instance,  in  releasing  that 
person  by  violence,  and  taking  Judge  Kirby  from  his  bed ;  in  one  view  of  it  that  was 
a  terrible  act,  because  it  was  revolutionary,  very,  in  its  tendency.  He  was  a  judge  of 
the  superior  court. 

Question.  I  do  not  refer  to  that. 

Anstver.  Do  you  mean  whether  there  have  not  been  individual  cases  f 

Question,  Yes ;  where  they  have  killed  people  or  whipped  people,  when  there  was 
leaUy  no  danger  to  th^.public  peace  that  required  them  to  interfere. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  know  of  one  instance  ;  one  particularly  that  I  think  was  a  bad 
act,  where  a  white  man  was  whipped  for  helping  a  n^gro  in  a  fight,  I  think,  between  a 
wBite  man  aud  a  negro ;  and.  from  the  beet  infonnai^ion  I  could  get,  the  negro  was 
right.  The  white  man  helped  the  negro  a  little  in  the  fight,  and  they  whipped  aim,  so 
I  was  told.    I  do  not  think  it  was  well  done. 

Question,  Now,  to  come  to  that  case  you  spoke  of,  where  yon  say  you  were  consulted 
by  thi^  young  man ',  was  there  any  charge  that  that  ne^ro  had  done  anything  wrong  ? 

Answer.  Nothiu&r  at  all ;  he  had  doue  nothing ;  just  his 'talking  was  all. 

Question.  He  had  talked  large  about  the  Ku-£lux  f 

Answer,  Exactly. 

Question.  As  to  what  fight  he  was  going  to  make  with  the  Eu-JKlux  f 

Answer.  That  is  correct. 

QuestioH.  Had  he  over  been  attacked  in  any  way  by  the  Eu-Kluz  t 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  But  some  of  his  race  in  that  vicinity  had  been  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  had  talked  violently  about  what  he  would  do  T 

Answer.  That  is  about  the  truth  of  it. 

Question.  And  thereupon  these  young  men  went  there  and  got  him  to  go  with  them 
to  fight  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  supposed  they  were  northern  men,  and  that  he  was  going  to  kn- 
kUix  the  Ku-Klux. 

Questiott.  And  getting  him  ont  without  anything  being  done,  they  killed  him  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  whether  they  shot  him  or  stabbed  him  I  do  not  remember. ' 
.  Question.  Have  you  any  information  of  any  case  where  anybody  has  been  punished 
£Mr  any  act  done  by  these  disguised  bands  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  of  three  that  were  sent  to  the  penitentiary ;  I  defended  them 
with  all  the  power  aud  ability  I  had  on  earth. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  three  that  Mr.  Forsyth  prosecuted  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  was  one  of  these  regular  Ku-Klnx  proceedings,  or  was  it 
feally  a  robbery  > 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  reason  to  think  that  two  of  the  men  convicted  and  sent  to 
tbe  penitentiary  were  radicals,  belonged  to  that  party  ;  aud  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
from  what  I  was  told  by  men  who  I  think  know,  that  the  other  had  occasionally  been 
with  the  Kn-Klux.  I  defended  them,  and  I  say  now  under  oath  that  I  do  not  think 
they  ought  to  have  been  convicted.  I  have  no  idea  that  their  purpose  was  robbery 
with  intent  to  steal.  They  took,  by  violence,  some  pistols,  knives,  and  old  United 
States  muskets,  I  believe,  and  one  thing  and  another,  firom  the  negroes,  just  to  devU 
them  a  little,  as  wo  say  there,  to  scare  them  with  their  Ku-Klux  operations  just  for 
t^vr  annisement.  They  took  firom  a  man  a  flask  of  whisky  and  made  him  take  pay  for 
it,  although  he  did  not  want  to ;  they  made  him  sell  them  the  whisky.  They  took  firom 
another  man  a  watch,  and  told  him  at  the  time  that  he  need  not  be  uneasy  about  the 
watch,  for  they  would  return  it  by  the  next  Saturday,  that  all  they  wanted  it  for  was 
to  tell  the  time.    I  think  they  were  convicted  improperly. 

Question.  What  did  they  intend  to  do ;  what  was  the  real  object  and  purpose  of  that 
transaction,  according  to  your  information  f 

Ansvfer.  I  regarded  that  particular  transaction  as  a  kind  of  drunken  frolic ;  the  three 
were  young  men,  and  two  of  them  did  not  look  like  men  who  were  of  age. 

Question.  It  was  not  to  redress  any  outrage  that  had  been  committed,  or  any  danger 
thx^  they  feared  t 

Ansteer.  No,  sir. 

(Question.  Were  the  men  attacked  quiet  and  peaceable  f 

Answer,  80  far  as  I  know. 

(Question.  There  was  no  charge  of  any  offense  against  them  t 

AMSwer.  I  kiiow  one  of  them,  as  black  as  a  mink,  was  quite  witty.  They  put  him  on 
the  stand,  and  as  he  came  down  I  asked  him  his  name ;  he  said  his  name  was  J'^' 
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Wesley.  I  threw  up  niy  bands  and  exclaimed) ''  The  father  of  the  Methodist  Chareh ! " 
He  instantly  replied,  **  No,  the  father  of  the  Uard-shell  Baptists."  As  I  was  a  Baptist-, 
he  got  the  langh  on  me  among  the  lawyero  there  particalarly.  These  younz  men 
alarmed  the  people  they  visiteil,  showed  their  pistols,  told  them  how  many  people  thf  y 
had  killed,  and  I  do  not  know  what  all;  they  were  ail  very  mach  scared.  I  regarded 
it  as  a  drunken  frolic,  with  no  intention  of  robbing.  But  there  was  a  desire  to  convict 
them,  and  they  were  convicted. 

Que8<um.  Were  there  others  there? 

Answer,  There  were  no  others,  or  if  there  were  any  more  I  did  not  hear  of  it.  Two 
of  those  who  were  convicted  I  was  told  were  radicals ;  one  of  them  I  was  told  privately 
had  been  with  the  Ku-Klux  sometimes. 

Queaiion,  Of  the  regular  organization  of  Ku-Klux,  among  the  men  who  really  belong 
to  the  order,  do  you  understand  that  there  are  any  radicals  amo&g  them ;  any  radicalu 
among  the  regular  organization  of  tlie  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  suppose  there  are. 

Question,  You  never  heard  of  any  f 

Aneicer,  I  do  not  think  there  are  any ;  what  little  violence  our  radical  friends  have 
lone  there,  either  the  negroes  or  their  friends,  has  been  done  without  disguise. 

Que$Uon,  They  have  no  order  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  they  have  any  order.  A  while  ago  they  had  what  was  called 
the  Union  League.  .When  the  League  first  came  out  there,  application  was  made  to 
me  to  join  it,  when  it  was  abont  to  be  instituted  in  my  State.  I  had  friends  in  the 
order,  and  I  had  several  boys,  abont  grown,  and  the}'  were  asked  to  join.  Well,  my 
opposition  to  secret  societies  of  every  sort  was  one  reason  why  I  did  not  join ;  and 
another  reason  was  that  I  did  not  know  where  it  would  go  to.  I  expected  then,  how- 
ever, to  act  in  support  of  the  republican  party.  My  hove  thought  of  joining  it,  and  one 
of  them  spoke  to  me  about  it.  I  told  him  that  he  had  better  keep  out  of  it ;  that  he 
could  not  tell  where  it  would  go.  One  thing  I  said  to  him,  ^'  I  know,  my  son,  that  these 
secret  organizations  are  all  dan^rous.'' 

QueelMm,  Your  sons  did  not  jom  itf 

Answer.  No,  sir,  and  the  thinx  ^n  through  in  a  little  while. 

Question.  It  did  not  last  longl 

Answer.  No,  sir.  But  in  justice  to  them  I  will  say,  that  if  they  did  any  hum  I  hav« 
never  heard  of  it. 

Qiiettion,  Have  yon  heard  of  it  being  in  operation  there  since  1868  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  there  is  anything  of  the  sort,  and  I  have  heard 
of  no  violence  by  the  Leagues  there. 

Question.  Except  in  the  instances  you  have  mentioned,  of  the  three  persons  who 
were  convicted,  nave  you  known  of  anybody  who  has  been  tried  for  any  of  these  acts 
that  were  committed  by  these  armed  and  disguised  bands,  Kn-Klux,  as  they  call  themf 

Answer.  I  defended  two  men  at  the  last  superior  court  in  Floyd  County,  one  by  the 
name  of  Moore,  and  the  othef  by  the  name  of  Wright,  no  relative  of  mine ;  he  was  a 
stranger  to  me.  They  were  tried  for  shooting  a  negro,  about  9  oVlock  at  night  in  the 
city  of  Rome.  He  was  Ku-Kluxed,  as  they  c^l  it,  right  in  the  broad  street ;  that  ia, 
the  negro  testified  that  two  men  in  disguise  attacked  him,  that  one  seized  him,  that 
the  other  stood  by,  but  he  was  not  sure  abont  the  third  man' ;  he  saw  but  two.  He 
said  that  they  told  him  that  if  he  opened  his  mouth  they  would  kill  him,  but  if  he  was 
quiet  there  would  be  no  damage  done  to  him.  Well,  the  fellow  commenced  fitting 
with  all  the  power  he  had  in  the  world,  and  hallooed  ''  murder"  at  the  top  of  his  voice, 
which  was  very  natural,  and  I  think  a  very  wise  operation  on  his  part,  although  it 
might  have  involved  murder,  for  they  shot  him  but  did  not  kill  him ;  it  so  happened 
that  two  balls  ran  around  his  skull. 

QMesUan,  Borne  of  the  men  were  tried  for  that  f 

Answer,  Those  two  men  were  tried,  but  not  convicted.  I  must  Bay  they  proved  meot 
conclusively'an  alibi,  if  witnesses,  and  credible  witnesses,  are  to  be  believed. 

Question.  That  was  not  a  very  considerable  baud  engaged  in  that  transaction  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  only  those  two  that  the  negro  knew  of;  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
were  the  regular  Ku-Kluz  or  not. 

Question.  According  to  your  idea  of  it,  this  organization  is  formed  merely  for  tha 
purpose  of  keeping  the  peace  in  the  locality  where  the  organization  exists? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  punishing  outrages  and  violence.  I  think  they  had  a  little 
idea  of  taking  the  law  in  their  own  hands  in  very  great  emergencies. 

Question,  It  was  oi^anized  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  peace,  but  to 
preserve  it  hy  punishing  offenses  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  in  an  unlawful  manner.  For  instance,  I  am  informed  that  they 
took  a  negro  the  other  day  and  whipped  him  just  simply  for  asking  a  white  woman  to 
have  connection  with  him.  She  refused,  and  told  that  he  had  done  so,  and  they  got 
hold  of  him  and  whipped  him :  of  course  they  had  no  right  to  do  it. 

Question,  Are  you  sure  that  nis  offense  extended  so  far  as  that ;  was  it  not  for  n«ing 
-^me  uncivil  language  to  her  T  ^ , 
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Anmtftr,  No ;  according  to  the  report  that  I  heard  he  wanted  to  oopniate  with  her. 
It  may  not  have  been  the  truth,  hot  that  was  what  was  told  me. 

QtAmtkm,  Have  these  or^nizations  anything  else  in  view  except  matters  in  their 
own  localities ;  in  your  opinion  do  they  have  any  reference  to  general  politics  f 

Ansftmr,  I  do  not  think  they  have ;  I  am  bound  to  swear  that.  I  do  not  think  there 
i»  anything  in  any  order  I  know  of  intended  to  keep  the  negro  from  the  polls. 

Qwution.  Has  it  any  reference  to  matters  of  general  State  policy  in  any  way  T 

Anmcer,  I  do  not  think  it  has  any  reference  to  that. 

Q^nUon.  Has  this  conduct  of  Governor  Bullock  in  reference  to  railroad  bonds,  or  any 
matter  of  that  sort,  had  anything  to  do  with  this  organization  f 

Amtwer,  I  do  not  think  it  has  anything  in  the  world  to  do  with  it*;  I  may  be  mis- 
taken about  that.  I  heard  a  very  -good  radical  swear  not  long  ago  that  he  would  be 
damnefl  if  he  ought  not  to  be  Kn-Kluxed.  « 

QneBHon,  That  Governor  Bullock  should  be  Kn-Klnxed  T 

An9wer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  radical,  and  an  honest  man. 

QuesHon.  I  think  you  could  find  men  out  of  Georgia,  perhaps,  who  do  not\think  very 
Weil  of  Governor  Bullock. 

An9wer.  O,  I  hope  so. 

Qut9iion,  What  I  want  to  know  is  whether  these  organizations  and  their  transactions 
bare  any  reference  to  the  alleged  misconduct  of  Governor  Bullock  f 

Antwer.  I  declare  I  do  not  think  they  do.  But  that  calls  to  my  mind  another  thing. 
I  heard  a  man  say  some  time  ago  that  they  ought  to  make  an  organization  and  Ku- 
Klox  Brown  and  those  engaged  in  that  lease. 

ijuetiion.  You,  yourself;  do  not  know  anybody  who  has  thought  that  the  proper 
remedy  for  Governor  Bullock  was  the  going  out  and  whipping  and  killing  negroes  T 

Anmc&r,- 1  do  not  think  anybody  ever  thought  that ;  I  never  heard  of  it.  Let  me 
tell  you  another  thing.  I  did  understand  that  'there  was  a  body  ef  Ku>Klux  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  State  that  went  to  the  city  of  Augusta  and  got  in  the  cars,  supposing  that 
Governor  Bullock  would  be  in  them  on  the  same  trip,  perhaps  had  been  to  New  York 
negotiating  some  of  t^tese  bonds,  and  that  he  would  be  there,  and  they  would  wait  for 
him.  Providence  helped  him  that  time,  for,  if  he  had  come  along  just  then,  he  would 
have  gone  the  way  of  all  flesh. 

QueBUon,  They  were  after  Bullock  himself! 

Anwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Nobody  brieves  that  these  things,  of  which  you  complain,  can  be  remedied 
by  going  out  and  whipping  and  killing  negroes  f 

Anncer.  O,  no. 

iifuesHon,  Nobody  has  thought  that  to  be  a  remedy  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Nobody  has  pretended  that  that  would  be  a  remedy  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  they  have ;  if  so,  it  is  beyond  my  knowledge  and  my  belief. 

QuaHon.  You  do  not  yourself  think  it  is  any  remedy  f        * 

Ansurer.  I  do  not,  conscientiously.  If  there  is  a  man  on  the  face  of  the  habitable  earth 
that  sympathizes  with  the  black  man,  I  think  it  is  myself;  he  is  entitled  to  the  sympathy 
of  every  good  man  <fn  the  fsua^  of  the  globe. 

Question,  If  1  understand  you,  you  yourself  do  not  belong  to  this  organization  f 

Answer.  I  do  not,  and  never  have  belonged  to  it. 

Question.  You  do  not  believe  in  its  necessity  f 

Answer.  No,  certainly  not,  as  a  general  thing.  I  will  not  say  that  circumstances 
might  not  occur  in  our  condition  in  the  South  where  violence  might  be  resorted  to. 

Question,  Take  into  consideration  your  condition  as  it  is ;  take  things  as- they  are  t 

Anstcer,  1  would  disband  everything  of  the  sort;  tell  them  to  go  home  and  stay  there. 

Question.  Have  you  used  your  influence  as  much  as  you  could ;  have  you  exerted 
yonnelf;  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  disorganized;  have  you  tried  to  exercise  any 
influence  for  that  purpose  t 

Answer.  Now  you  ask  me  "  as  much  as  I  ought  to ; "  that  is  a  very  difficult  question  to 
ask. 

question.  I  did  not  put  in  that  qualification.  I  asked  if  yon  had  exerted  yourself  as 
nmch  as  possible  to  have  that  done. 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  could  have  exerted  more  influence,  I  suppose.  I  have  gone  so 
far  as  to  warn  my  boys  to  keep  out  of  it.  One  of  them  was  run  for  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Kome.  I  warned  them  again  and  again  to  keep  out  of  it,  and  not  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  it. 

Question,  1  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  not  felt  as  though  you  were  bound 
to  exert  yourself  in  this  matter,  inasmuch  as  you  were  disqualified  from  really  partici- 
pating in  the  Government ;  you  really  did  not  feel  that  the  Government  had  a  right  to 
call  upon  yon  to  use  your  influence  against  these  organizations  to  the  extent  that  it  was 
in  your  power  to  do  f 

Answer.  Well,  lam  not  satisfied  with  the  Government  and  its  attitude  towards  me  at 
all.    Whether  I  can  say  that 
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Questhn,  I  nnderetood  you  to  say  that. 

Atmcer.  Maybe  I  did ;  that  is  bringing  it  in  a  very  direct  attitude,  and  I  want  lo 
answer  you  according  to  the  truth.  Dissatisfied  as  1  am,  with  a  large  portion  of  the 
intelligent  people  of  the  South  debarre<l  from  all  participation  in  the  adniiniBtration  of 
the  Government,  I  have  felt  a  great  deal  like  the  Govomment  was  my  enemy  ;  liko 
it  did  not  do  me  justice.  I  have  not  felt  for  it  the  same  reverence  and  aJSeetion  that  I 
did  before  the  war,  even  that  I  did  during  the  war,  while  I  was  a  member  of  the  con- 
federate congress.  For,  as  God  is  my  Judge,  there  was  not  an  hour  when  the  flag  of 
the  Union  should  not  have  floated  over  every  foot  of  our  territory  if  I  could  have  con- 
trolled it. 

Question.  Have  those  feelings  prevented  yon  from  exerting  your  utmost  influence  to 
stop  these  things  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  they  have.  I  think  I  have  been  comparatively  indifierent ; 
sort  of  don't  care  about  it. 

Question.  Have  any  other  persons  in  your  position  failed  to  exert  the  influence  they 
could  have  done  against  these  things  f 

Anstver.  I  think  they  have ;  sucn  men  as  Toombs  and  others.  Ho  is  a  veiy  active, 
ardent  man,  and  is  very  apt  to  curse  when  things  don't  please  him,  like  my  frieud. 
General  Blair,  here. 

Question.  My  democratic  brethem  will  bear  witness  that  I  have  been  a  very  aetive 
person  in  trying  to  get  the  removal  of  disabilities.  I  have  asked  you  these  quewtioDs  in 
good  faith. 

Answer.  I  know  they  are  asked  in  good  faith.  I  have  not  exerted  myself  as  X  might 
have  dbne,  I  know 

Question,  And  others  have  not  done  so  f 

Answer.  1  think  they  have  not.  But  I  do  not  think  we  could  have  put  theee  tilings 
down  if  we  had  exerted  the  whole  of  our  influence.  In  the  present  stAte  of  things  I  do 
not  think  we  could  put  them  down  entirely,  and  keep  them  down.  I  think  if  the  neces- 
sity occurred  these  acts  of  violence  would  be  again  called  into  requisition. 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  that  if  yourself  and  all  of  the  class  of  men  like  your- 
self, who  exercise  leading  influence  in  the  diflerent  lo^lities  of  the  State,  were  to  exert 
yourselves  to  have  this  organization  stopped,  there  would  bo  nothing  except  an  oooa- 
sioual  outrage ;  for  there  might  be  an  occasional  outrage  that  would  call  for  the  risinir 
up  of  the  people  to  put  it  down — but  if  all  the  good,  steady  people  iu  your  ooantry 
were  to  say  that  these  organizations  ought  to  be  put  an  end  to,  that  there  was  more 
evil  than  good  came  from  them ;  do  you  not  believe  they  would  be  stopped,  that  there 
would  be  no  existing  regular  orgaoization  of  ^hem  ? 

Answer.  It  would  have  a  very  powerful  influence  that  way :  those  are  very  controlling 
men  in  society,  and  they  are  obliged  to  be ;  they  are  men  oi  intellect,  worthy  in  every 
way,  men  of  good  moral  standing.  I  suppose  it  would  have  a  great  influence  iu  that 
way ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  none  in  the  world. 

Question.  One  word  about  Governor  Bullock,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  go  largely  into 
that  matter.    You  say  he  issued  two  and  a  half  millions  of  railroad  bonds  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  for  the  Brunswick  and  Albany  Railroad. 

Question.  Was  there  an  act  of  the  legislature  authorizing  the  isstte  of  those  bonds  f 

Anstper.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  aid  in  the  building  of  the  road  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  llie  road  has  been  built  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  said  to  be  so  out  of  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds  alone.  The  facts 
show  that  the  proceeds  from  these  bonds  alone  built  the  road,  without  any  outside  Mp. 

Question.  The  legislature  authorized  the  issue  of  those  bonds  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  correct. 

Question.  As  I  understand  it,  the  governorjias  violated  no  law  in  issuing  those  bonds! 

Answer.  None :  I  think  they  were  issued  according  to  law. 

Question.  The  legislature  autliorized  the  issue  of  those  very  bonds,  but  you  think  be 
has  issued  them  iu  advance  of  the  time  when  he  was  authorized  to  issue  them ;  that 
the  contingency  contemplated,  by  the  law  had  not  happened  when  he  issued  those 
bonds  t 

Answer.  I  am  sure  he  has  issued  them  in  advance  of  the  time. 

Question.  Now,  about  the  leasing  of  the  railroad  to  these  Pennsylvania  parties ;  that 
lease  was  authoiized  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  wae  it  not  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  it  was.  '> 

Question.  And  by  the  present  legislature  T  *  j 

Answer.  There  is  some  doubt  as  to  which  is  the  present  legislature.  It  was  ,'itithor- 
ized  by  the  last  one  that  assembled  at  Atlanta.  But  there  is  some  doubt,  fr^m  the 
construction  of  the  constitution,  whether  that  legislature  holds  over,  or  whether'if  the 
governor  should  now  call  a  session  of  the  legislature  the  members  last  elected  Would 
come  together.  • 

Qucsiiott.  In  the  legislature  which  did  pass  the  act  authorizing  this  lease,  was  itj  made 
'  7arty  question  T  i 
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Ammcer,  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  it  waB.  I  think  it  was  regarded  by  the  Qpmmnnity, 
by  tiie  common  toiling  masses,  who  had  nnderstandinff  of  the  matter  and  took  occa- 
sion to  examine  it,  as  a  kind  of  combination  between  tne  head  men  of  the  democratic 
party  and  the  radicals  to  plunder  the  people. 

Qmetfiom.  Ton  do  not  nndeistand  that  in  passing  the  act  authorizing  that  lease  to  be 
ttade  it  was  considered  a  party  question  at  all  f 

Aimoer,  No ;  I  would  not  say  it  was.  I  know  it  was  not  strictly  a  party  question. 
Qmsiion,  Was  it  in  any  sense  a  party  question  t 

Ammoer,  Well,  I  think  some  of  the  democrats  bolted,  not  many ;  because  a  leader  of 
the  democratic  party  from  my  city,  Scott,  regarded  as  the  leader  in  the  house,  intro- 
dueed  the  biU,  and  I  think  the  democrats  finally  came  up  to  it  I  do  not  think  Cap- 
tain Scott  was  corrupt,  the  member  Arom  my  city :  he  is  a  man  of  social  habits,  and  I 
Aiink  be  was  used  by  Ben  Hill  and  the  others ;  in  tact,  he  admitted  it  in  his  speech. 

QueBtion,  This  lease  of  this  railroad  which  now  exists  was  made  under  the  authority 
of  an  act  passed  by  your  legislature  t 

AfMwer,  It  was. 

QuwHom,  How  is  the  continuance  of  Governor  Bullock  in  office  to  have  any  effect, 
either  one  way  or  the  other,  upon  the  existence  of  that  lease! 

Answer.  Well,  you  see  there  was  another  company 

Qseslioit.  I  want  a  definite  answer  to  my  question. 

Amwer^  WelL  regularly,  Bullock  would  not  be — well,  I  do  not  know  that  he  would 
in  any  regard ;  1  do  not  think  I  need  make  that  explanation,  for  I  do  not  think  it  would 
affect  it  matenally. 

QKesfum.  This  lease  is  made  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  f  • 

Answer*  Tes,  sir. 

Queatioti,  And  therefore  no  subsequent  legislature  .or  subsequent  governor  can  alter 
the  terms  of  that  lease  f  • 

Answer,  That  is  a  legal  question,  and  a  veij  considerable  legal  question.  In  the  first 
place,  I  do  not  believer  the  lease  was  legal ;  I  think  there  is  mmd  enough  in  it  to  viti- 
ateit. 

QuesiUm*  If  that  lease  is  void,  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  made  fraudu- 
lently  

AnswDsr.  Also  upon  a  legal  point. 

QneatUm,  WeU,  upon  a  legal  point;  it  is  equally  void  whether  Gk^vemor  Bullock  is 
eontianed  governor  or  not  r 

An4twer,  Unquefrtionably,  that  is  correct. 

QueaHon,  If  a  subsequent  legislature  should  direct  that  the  validity  of  the  lease 
shouMl  be  contested,  it  would  be  contested  whether  Governor  Bullock  were  continued 
in  office  or  not  f 

Asiswer,  Incontestubly ;  and  it  is  being  contested  now  by  the  other  company  that  made 
a  bid ;  legal  proceedings  are  now  pending. 

QnesUon,  So  that  whether  Bullock  continues  in  office  or  does  not  continue  in  office, 
that  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  validity  or  continuance  of  that  lease  f 

AnstDor,  None  upon  the  face  of  the  habitable  earth ;  he  is  out  of  that  clear. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Suppose  that,  Bullock  being  in  office,  a  subsequent  legislature  should 
attempt  to  repeal  this  act,  and  Bullock  should  veto  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  in  that  regard,  it  might  be  well  to  get  him  out. 

Quatian.  Is  it  not  very  well  for  tlu^  interested  in  continuing  this  lease  to  keep  him 
in  office  f 
.  Answer,  In  that  view,  it  would  be  necessary. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  Might  not  the  books  in  the  executive  department,  if  continued  under  his 
control,  be  so  manajged  as  not  to  display  the  attempt  at  fraud  perpetrated  in  procuring 
this  lease,  or  the  mismanagement  of^this  road  and  its  then  condition,  which  might  be 
.  displayed  under  a  governor  hostile  toward  such  operations  7 

Answer.  Of  course  the  facilities  for  examination  might  be  greater  under  another 
governor. 

Question.  The  chances  for  aiding  an  examination  into  the  matter  mi^ht  be  very  much 
better  under  a  governor  who  is  an  honest  man  and  not  friendly  to  this  operation  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  And  in  that  regard,  it  might  be  quite  well  to  have  a  friend  in  the  executive 
department  f 

Answer.  It  would  indeed.  Now  let  me  say  another  thing :  democratic  bowels  can  be 
moved  by  gold-covered  pills  as  well  as  republican  bowels.  A  large  portion  of  this 
$98,000  paid  for  proclamations  has  been  paid  to  democratic  newspapers ;  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  $36,000  of  fees  paid  out  bv  Bullock  has  been  paid  to  democrats.  Bul- 
lock is  a  man  who  understands  the  weaknesses  of  human  nature  as  well  as  any  man 
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in  tke  world ;  and  that  makes  him  more  dAneeroos  to  the  toiling  masses,  both  demo- 
crats and  republicans.  He  ought  to  be  out ;  tlie  good  of  the  country  recjuires  it.  I  am 
sorry  the  President  does  not  have  power  to  remove  him.  However,  I  will  not  say  that, 
because  it  might  involve  a  general  power  to  remove  governors.  But  that  particular 
governor  I  should  like  to  see  out  powerfully  myself. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Are  you  not  sorry  that  anybody  should  have  had  the  power,  except  the 
people  of  G^rgia,  to  put  him  in  f 

Answer,  I  am ;  I  do  not  think  he  could  have  ever  been  governor  except  fcft  the  Fed- 
eral Government. 

QueBtion.  And  he  could  not  remain  there  without  their  help  f 

AnBvcer.  I  do  not  think  he  could. 

Queniiwi,  I  understood  you  to  say,  in  answer  to  some  question  by  the  chairman,  that 
the  leading  men  of  Georgia  could  suppress  these  disordM:s  by  uniting  against  them. 

Anirwer,  I  say  they  could,  to  a  very  great  extent,  but  not  entirely,*  that  would  be 
about  the  answer  to  that  question. 

Question,  My  question  is,  could  they  make  the  people  of  Georgia  satisfied  with  the 
government  as  it  now  exists! 

Answer,  They  could  not. 

Quesiian.  With  the  government  that  is  plundering  ^em  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  would  lose  tbeir  total  influence  if  they  undertook  to  satisfy  the 
people  with  the  administration  of  the  laws  carried  on  there  now ;  the  people  know 
that  they  have  not  a  good  government. 

Question,  I  understood  you  also  to  say  that  these  outrages  which  have  been  com- 
mitted do  not  originate  in  any  sense  &oqi  Bullock's  frauds  upon  the  people,  and  his 
plundering  the  Government  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  they  do. 

Question,  Do  not  these  frauds  and  the  maladministration  of  ^he  State  government 
continue  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  They  certainly  continue  the  dissatisfaction,  and  increase  it  greatly.  There 
was  some  dissatisfaction  without  reference  to  BuUock  being  governor.  Of  course,  the 
people  of  the  South  are  not  satisfied  with  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  font 
they  are  submissive.  I  have  never  heard  any  man  intimate  that  he  ever  proposed  to 
change  the  Constitution  in  any  way  but  by  the  ballot.  But  if  we  had  the  power  to- 
day, we  would  put  limited  suffirage  upon  the  negroes.  A  negro  who  could  pay  ten 
doUars  tax  into  the  treasury,  I  think,  the  people  would  be  willing  to  have  vote ;  that 
would  keep  the  rabble  out.  But  the  body  of  that  race  are  mere  rabble ;  a  good-to-do 
negro  is  the  exception.  With  the  white  race,  the  weU- to-do  is  the  rule,  and  the  va- 
g^nt  is  the  exception.  Now,  out  of  a  thousand  negro  voters  in  my  county  I  can  count 
a  dozen  that  can  exercise  the  ballot  with  some  degree  of  understanding — ^not  over 
twenty:  the  balance,  I  think,  cannot  appreciate  it  or  understand  it. 

Question,  Is  not  the  best  mode  of  restoring  peace  and  quiet  and  order,  and  the  rule  of 
law  in  the  State,  to  give  the  people  of  the  State  the  right  to  regulate  their  own  affairs 
in  the  same  way  that  the  people  of  oth^  States  have  f 

Answer,  That  would  satisfy  them  instantly,  under  any  kind  of  obligation  the  Federal 
Government  would  impose  upon  them  to  protect  the  negroes  |  and  left  voluntarily  to 
themselves,  I  think  they  would  open  up  to  him  every  ofiice  m  the  gift  of  the  State. 
But  look  at  the  race,  just  out  from  slavery ;  we  feel  and  know,  or  we  Believe  we  know, 
that  there  can  be  no  good  government  where  they  make  so  large  an  element  in  society. 
Up  here  the  negro  does  not  make  any  difference  with  you  whethc*  he  votes  or  not ;  he 
is  a  small  element.  But  in  the  South,  in  many  of  the  States,  he  is  the  preponderating 
element.  In  my  State  he  will  vote  about  90,000  out  of  200,000  votes.  Now  we  do  not 
look  for  any  good  covernment  while  the  negro  is  in  so  large  a  preponderance  as  that. 
I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  democratic  party  could  control  a  majority  of  the  race, 
that  they  can  adopt  that  line  at  once,  and  use  him  against  the  republican  party,  by 
putting  him  in.  But  they  do  not  see  any  good  government  ahead  in  that  case  ;  as  a 
permnncut  element  he  is  without  any  capacity  to  use  the  ballot.  We  would  just  as 
soon  expect  to  have  a  good  government  with  the  negro  using  the  ballot  as  the  com- 
mune in  Paris.  We  have  no  idea  we  can  have  good  government  with  the  negro  ele- 
ment in  when  it  is  so  large.  Now,  to  say  that  we  purpose  resisting  forcibly  is  not  true ; 
we  will  submit  to  that  government  if  the  Federal  Government  puts  it  upon  us,  and  de 
the  best  we  can  with  it.  I  do  not  believe  there  ever  has  been  or  will  be  an  organiza- 
tion made  to  keep  the  negro  away  from  the  polls.  And  I  think  that  ultimately  the 
democratic  party  will  be  provoked  into  using  the  ne^ro,  bnt  I  think  it  will  greatly  de- 
moralize all  the  political  elements  in  the  South.  Wo  will  have  no  good  government, 
but  divide  up  into  combinations  and  into  rings,  for  robbery  and  all  that  sort  of  thinu, 
with  occasionally  a  little  fighting,  as  all  ignorant  communities  have.  I  was  educat<-d 
in  the  belief  that  virtue  and  intelligence  both  combined  were  necessary  for  running 
t-ho  machinery  of  a  government.    Our  fathers  believed  it  was  necessary  to  put  some 
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reetriction,  some  limit,  upon  the  use  of  the  ballot.  And  down  to  within  the  last  ten 
\  ears,  I  believe,  there  was  some  qualification  oif  suffi-age  in  some  parts  of  the  United 
States;  they  were  not  willing  to  trust  to  universal  suffra^;  they  were  afraid  of  it. 
But  they  were  trj'ing  the  experiment  of  universal  suffrage  m  most  of  the  Stat^tj  when 
this  war  came  along.  I  think  the  last  State  had  then  agreed  to  abolish  all  qualifioa- 
tions  on  suffrage.  I  know  that  in  my  State,  within  my  memory,  a  man  had  to  have  a 
property  qualincation  in  order  to  vote  and  to  hold  office.  But  finally  we  wiped  it  all 
out,  and  said  to  the  whole  white  race, ''  Come  in  and  take  your  chances."  But  we  do 
not  think  that  the  negro  is  fitted  for  self-government.  We  are  very  much  dissatisfied 
with  that  part  of  the  constitution,  because  we  think  it  destroys  the  independence  of 
the  States.  I  wish  I  could  put  a  hundred  thousand  negro  voters  in  Massachusetts  a 
little  while,  and  let  them  feel  it  just  as  we  feel  it,  and  see  what  they  could  do  with 
them.  If  it  is  intended  as  a  punishment  for  rebellion,  all  well  and  good ;  it  is  a  strange 
sort  of  punishment,  a  new  grade  of  punishment,  this  giving  the  rebels  bad  govern- 
ments befcauso  they  did  rebel.  The  old  rule  of  law  was  to  hang  a  few  of  them,  punish 
the  dangerous  ones,  and  forgive  the  balance.  And,  as  I  told  my  brother  fire-eaters,  if 
they  had  hung  a  few  of  them,  and  forgiven  the  balance,  it  would  have  been  better. 

Question.  There  has  been  some  testmaony  here  in  regard  to  what  is  called  impudence 
on  the  part  of  the  negro;  that  it  was  resented  much  more  readily  from  them  than  im- 
pudence from  white  people. 

Jngwer,  I  think  that  is  true. 

Queaiion,  Is  not  that  the  rule  elsewhere  than  in  GreorgiaT 

Answer.  It  is,  according  to  my  observation. 

Question,  Would  it  not  ne  so  here  ? 

Answer.  1  have  no  doubt  about  it. 

Question.  Would  it  not  be  the  same  in  New  York  or  Vermont  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  my  benevolent  friend  over  there  would  stand  it  quite  os  well 
from  a  darkey  as  he  would  from  a  white  man. 

Question.  Is  it  not  so  in  regard  to  all  persons  who  occupy  a  dependent  position  T 

Anmpcr.  I  think  so,  and  a  little  more  so  in  reference  to  a  negro,  irom  this  sense  of 
inferiority  of  the  race. 

Question.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  manufacturing  districts  of  New  England  —  have 
you  ever  been  there  f 

Atimver.  Not  much  ;  a  little. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  the  mill-owners  there,  in  Vennont,  for  instance,  would  put 
up  from  their  operatives  with  the  same  that  they  would  from  an  outsider  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  they  would,  from  my  observation  of  the  race. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  You  say  that  you  do  not  look  for  a  good  government  in  the  South  as  long 
as  the  negro  is  in.   What  do  you  mean  by  the  negro  being  in  t 

Answer.  If  the  negro  had  the  unrestricted  use  of  the  ballot — that  is,  without  any 
qualification,  the  whole  body  of  the  negro  race  let  in  ;  that  is  what  I  mean.  I  do  not 
mean  that  there  will  be  Ku-Klux  organizations,  aAd  all  that  sort  of  thing  ;  but  that 
we  do  not  think  a  government  resulting  from  a  constituency  of  that  order  would  be  a 
good  government.  Like  people  like  representatives,  is  the  rule  in  republican  govern- 
ments, or  is  said  to  be.  We  think  that  with  such  a  constituency  as  that  the  repre- 
sentatives would  be  feeble  and  wanting  in  capacity  as  statesmen,  and  the  government 
would  be  bad  and  corrupt. 

Question.  Is  it  your  purpose  to  change  that  if  you  can  f 

Angwer.  By  the  ballot  alone.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  if  I  had  the  jwwer  I  would 
change  it,  but  by  the  ballot ;  I  would  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  judgment  of  the 
American  people  and  ask  them  to  change  it,  not  from  any  hostility  to  the  race,  for  I 
would  have  greater  objection  to  the  Chinese. 

Question.  You  think  that  restrictions  should  be  put  upon  colored  suffrage  ? 

Antwer.  1  do. 

Question.  You  have  no  purpose  to  lay  any  restriction  upon  white  suffrage  ? 

Answer.  None,  because  all  restrictions  had  been  removed  from  the  white  man  ;  but 
to  give  the  unrestricted  ballot  to  the  colored  man,  I  do  not  think  was  just.  I  think  it 
ought  to  stand  where  it  is  with  the  white  race,  because  wo  bad  got  to  universal  suf- 
frage with  the  white  race.  But  this  matter  of  suffrage  with  the  negro  is  an  experi- 
ment, a  new  thing,  and  I  cannot  see  why  he  should  be  put  upon  better  terms  than  tha 
white  men  both  of  Europe  and  of  this  country,  for  the  white  race  has  until  lately 
been  subjected  to  qualification  upon  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Question.  You  say  that  your  purpose  is  to  change ;  of  course  by  the  legitimate  procesB 
of  the  ballot 

Answer.  Just  as  I  would  the  tariff  or  any  other  question. 

Question,  You  would  change  the  law  so  as  to  put  a  restriction  upon-  colored  suffrage 
Mm  not  upon  white  suffrage  f  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

8a 
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Quettion,  That  would  be  making  a  distinction  on  account  of  color,  race^  or  previoos 
•endilion  f 

Answer.  No ;  I  would  not  put  it  upon  that  ffround ;  I  would  put  the  restriction  upou 
the  ground  of  his  incapacity.  I  regard  coIot  as  an  incontestable  evidence  of  that 
incapacity. 

Question,  You  would  put  the  restriction  upon  the  line  of  color  T 

Anstper.  Upon  the  line  of  color  as  an  evidence  of  his  incapacity. 

Question,  Yon  then  propose  to  change  the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  1 

Answer.  I  do,  if  I  can. 

Question.  You  would  do  that  by  the  ballot  t 

Answer.  I  would^  by  persuading  the  people  that  it  was  right. 

Question,  You  said  that  the  democrats  might  be  provoked  into  using  the  negro  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  you  think  it  would  demoralize  society  and  divide  men  into  rings  aad 
squads  for  robb^  f 

Answer,  Not  robberv  exactly,  but  that  the  government  would  be  corrupt,  and  ^ero 
would  be  rings  formed. 

Question,  You  think  that  would  be  the  result  of  the  democrats  endeavoring  to  use 
the  negro  vote,  if  they  should  be  provoked  to  it  t 

Anmver.  Yes,  all  the  white  race  generally,  and  they  are  most  all  democrats  down  onr 
way ;  very  few  of  them  but  what  are  democrats.  This  new  departure  of  the  democ- 
racy rather  indicates  that  we  shall  abandon  the  contest  on  that  subject.  WeU,  if  they 
do,  my  opinion  is  that  the  democrats  will  put  up  with  the  negroes  and  use  them. 

Question,  Have  not  these  Ku-Klux  operations  already  influenced  the  vote  of  the 
negro? 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  they  have ;  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  ever 
meant  to  control  his  vote. 

Qu^tion,  Do  you  not  believe  that  in  parts  of  Georgia,  in  consequence  of  these  oper- 
ations, the  negroes  would  be  afraid  to  go  to  the  ballot-box  if  an  election  should  occnr 
now? 

Ansvoer,  I  do  not ;  I  will  be  swamped  if  they  are  afraid  in  my  town,  and  I  have  no 
evidence  that  the  negro  has  been  terrified  anywhere  away  from  the  bollot-l)ox.  It 
may  have  occurred :  Ido  not  say  it  has  not :  I  reckon  it  has ;  I  have  no  doubt  that  m 

S laces  violent  men  have  run  them  off.  But  I  do  not  believe  this  order  was  intended  to 
oit. 

Question.  ITave  you  not  heard  of  repeated  outrages  by  this  order  upOn  colored  men, 
such  as  scourging  and  whipping  t 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question,  In  all  parts  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  Well,  in  diflferent  parts  q((  the  State. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  those  who  commit  outrages  upon  them  spoko  of 
their  voting  when  they  committed  the  outrages  f 

Answer,  f  have  never  heard  that  that  was  given  as  a  reason ;  it  may  have  been. 

Question,  Is  it  not  generally  the  allegation  when  an  outrage  is  committed  f 

Answer,  That  it  was  done  on  that  account  f 

Question.  Telling  them  that  tliey  must  not  vote  the  radical  ticket,  or  some  reference 
made  to  their  voting  the  radical  ticket  f 

Answer,  I  declare  I  do  not  think  so.  Fcr  myself,  I  have  never  expected  that  the 
negro  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  to  tell  the  truth,  I  sort  of  thought  that  he 
ought  to  vote  for  the  radicals,  who  gave  him  the  ballot,  and  that  he  should  support  them. 

Questimi.  Have  you  not  heard  that  when  these  outrages  have  been  committed  upon 
negroes,  the  question  of  their  voting  has  been  mentioneid  and  referred  to  by  those  oom- 
mitting  outrages  ? 

Ansxctr.  I  do  not  think  I  have ;  if  I  had  I  would  tell  you ;  I  would  have  no  hesh^ 
tion  in  telling  you.  I  would  fight  an  organization  formed  to  keep  the  negro  away 
from  the  polls  with  all  the  power  I  have  in  the  world. 

Question,  You  might  as  an  individual  t 

Answer,  I  think  S^  our  leading  men  would,  such  men  as  Stephens  and  Toombs,  and 
those  men  would  be  with  me. 

Question.  Yon  say  this  regular  Eu-Klux  organization,  in  your  opinion,  is  not  a  p<ditl- 
eal  organization  at  all  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  Ib  ;  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  there  is  any  politics  in  it 

Question,  It  is  an  organization  formed  of  one  political  party  alone  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  is,  but  then  that  party  constitutes  the  whole  body  of  the  white 
race  in  my  country. 

Question,  Can  you  conceive  it  x>06sible  in  this  country  that  an  or^^anization  secret  in 
ite  oharactor,  formed  of  one  political  party  alone,  should  operate,  without  any  party  or 
political  bias  in  its  operations  f  - OOqIc 

Answer,  It  would  not  among  the  white  men  in  the  Northern  Statea*       o 
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Question.  Tboee  who  belong  to  the  organization  in  yonr  State  are  white  menf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  down  South  the  great  body  of  the  democratic  party  are  white 
men.  This  o^anization  was  not  formed  with  reference  to  controlling  political  Action  ; 
I  have  no  idea  it  was.  It  may  have  been ;  I  woald  not  swear  it  was  not ;  but  I  do  not 
believe  it. 

QuesUtm.  I  am  not  speaking  of  its  purpose  at  all ;  I  asked  if  yon  think  there  could 
\)e  any  larg;e  body  of  men  under  this  Government,  bound  together  in  secret,  composed 
entirely  of  one  political  party,  and  operating  by  force,  without  having  a  political  cast 
in  their  operations  ? 

Answer.  Well,  "  a  large  secret  body,**  you  say  t 

QnesHon.  As  large  a  body  as  the  Ku-Klux  in  Georgia. 

Answer.  As  I  told  you  at  the  outset,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  connected  association 
in  CJeorgia,  but  that  these  are  local  demonstrations.  As  I  told  you,  there  is  one  over  in 
the  county  of  Chattooga,  in  my  opinion.  But  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  general  organ- 
ization over  the  State ;  I  have  no  idea  there  is. 

Question.  I  want  you  to  answer  my  question.  Do  you  believe  that  so  large  a  body 
of  men  as  the  Ku-Klux  organization  is  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  formed  as  they  are 
of  one  political  party  alone,  can  operate  as  they  operate  wiuiout  some  political  bias  in 
their  operations? 

Anstcer.  Well,  I  should  think  there  would  be  some  little  political  bias  about  it,  per- 
luipe. 

QuesHon.  Some  reference  to  voting  f 

Answer.  Yes ;  there  would  probably  be  some  reference  to  voting,  and  it  might  still  not 
"be  with  reference  to  using  force.  I  suppose  the  body  of  the  democrats  would  try  to 
eoDtrol  the  negroes. 

Question.  But  these  Ku-Klux  do  use  force  and  nothing  else  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  known  them  to  use  force  to  control  a  vote. 

Question.  Do  they  use  anything  but  force  in  their  operations  f 

Answer.  Not  generally ;  they  are  a  party  of  violence. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  their  operations  are  free  from  any  effort  at  political  effect  f 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  that  they  are  free  from  any  effort  for  political  effect. 

Question.  Do  they  make  any  effort  except  by  force  f  • 

Answer.  They  use  force  to  accomplish  certain  purposes,  to  whip  a  white  woman  and 
a  negro  man  living  together  in  a  state  of  adultery ;  you  may  say  that  has  a  political 
bias,  and  perhaps  it  has. 

Question.  I  have  not  said  so. 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  what  construction  you  might  give  to  it.  But  I  say  again,  that 
if  the  organization  was  ever  used  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  negro  away  from  the 
polls,  it  never  came  under  my  observation,  nor  do  I  believe  it  ever  has  been,  except  in 
isolated  cases. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Quetstion.  Do  you  mean  on  the  day  of  election  or  at  any  other  time  f 
Answer.  I  mean  in  both  cases.    I  have  no  doubt  that  some  men  have  said  to  the 
negroefiy  "  You  work  for  me,  and  you  must  vote  for  me." 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  That  is,  not  on  the-.day  of  election  f 

Answer.  No. 

QutstUm,  Have  you  known  instances  when  the  Ku-Klnx  organization  proper  has  com- 
mitted an  act  of  violence  on  a  member  of  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  Let  me  think  now  about  it.  Yes,  I  know  one  instance  where,  if  I  got  th^ 
tmth,  they  whipped  a  man  for  Kn-Kluxing  without  permission  of  the  head  man,  as  I 
was  told.  He  went  upon  his  own  hook  and  committed  some  little  depredations  about. 
I  knew  him  as  a  boy,  and  I  regretted  very  much  to  hear  of  it ;  he  was  a  very  good  fellow. 
I  was  told  they  whipped  him  ror  Ku'Kluxing  without  permission,  and  in  that  way  bring- 
ing discredit  upon  what  they  called  the  Kn-Klux.  » 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  other  instance? 

Anmotr.  I  cannot  say  now  certainly.  They  whipped  a  whit-e  man  some  time  ago,  who, 
as  I  said,  helped  a  negro  in  a  fight ;  whether  he  was  a  democrat  or  not  I  do  not  know ; 
I  think  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  but  I  am  not  sure  of  that.  I  think  he  helped  the 
negro  in  a  fight  between  a  white  man  and  the  negro ;  and,  as  I  remarked  a  while  aj^o, 
from  what  1  could  hear  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  white  man  who  was  fighting 
the  negro  was  wrong. 

QmeaUon.  Those  are  the  only  two  instances  that  yon  can  recollect  f 

Answer,  Well,  let  me  see  again.  I  know  of  their  threatening  to  whip  a  man  who 
▼otes  with  the  democratic  party,  a  man  pretty  high  in  society.  They  threatened  to 
whip  him.  He  is  a  doctor  in  pretty  good  society.  He  sent  the  letter  he  received  from 
them  to  Governor  Bollock,  and  the  ffovemor  wrote  back  to  him  to  consult  his  lawyer. 
He  came  to  consult  me.    That  case  is  a  little  irrelevant  to  politics.    He  had  married  ^ 
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widow  lady  well  allied,  very  much  against  the  will  of  her  people.    I  think  there  was  some 
evidence  that  he  was  after  her  property,  and  they  thought  him  a  kind  o{  adventurer. 

Question,  He  received  a  letter  f 

An8ice}\  He  received  a  note  from  these  disgnised  men,  at  least  he  brought  it  to  me, 
and  I  supposed  it  was  from  them.  I  told  him  it  was  very  difficult  to  do  anythiug. 
Those  are  three  instances  I  know ;  two  were  democrats,  but  I  will  not  say  that  one  oi 
them  was  a  democrat,  for  i  may  be  mistaken  about  that. 

Question,  Can  you  r<>collect  any  other  t 

An8tcei\  Let  me  think  again — now,  mark  what  I  state  to  yon,  gentlemen ;  it  has  geo- 
erally  been  negroes  and  radicals  they  have  been  after.  No  other  case  occurs  to  me  ai 
this  moment.    If  any  occurs  during  the  investigation  I  will  tell  you. 

Question,  Then  of  all  of  the  outrages  of  the  Ku-Klux  proper  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
there  have  been  three  instances  within  your  recollection  where  democrats  were  the 
objects  of  their  proceeding ;  one  was  where  they  whipped  a  member  of  their  order  for 
transgressing  the  rule  of  the  order  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  heard. 

Question.  Another  was  a  white  man  who  was  whipped  for  taking  part  with  a  negro, 
but  you  do  not  know  whether  he  was  a  democrat  or  not  f 

Atmcer.  It  is  my  impression  that  he  is  a  democrat,  but  I  am  pot  certain. 

Question.  And  the  other  one  was  where  a  man  had  married  against  the  wishes  of  Uie 
family? 

ATisicer.  And  who  was  supposed  to  be  trying  to  possess  himself  of  her  property. 
.    Question.  He  received  a  note,  you  do  not  know  from  whom  ? 

Answer,  It  was  from  disguised  men,  so  he  told  me. 

Question.  Did  the  disguised  men  give  it  to  him  f 

Answer.  They  gave  it  to  a  negro  to  carry  to  him. 

Question.  Those  are  all  the  instances  you  know  ? 

Answer.  Those  are  all  around  me  there  at  home. 

Question.  Are  you  not  prepared  to  say  that  in  an  overwhelming  minority  of  instances 
the  objects  of  these  outrages  have  been  members  of  the  republican  party  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  have  been  republicans  and  negroes,  and  you  may  put  all  tbe 
negroes  down  as  republicans. 

Quef^on.  And  where  a  democrat  has  been  touched  it  has  been  an  exceptional  caset 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question.  Do  yon,  then,  say  that  the  organization  has  no  political  aspect  about  it? 

Answer.  I  stated  just  now  that  I  would  not  say  that  it  had  no  political  aspect. 

Question.  Are  there  not  bad  men  in  the  democratic  party  in  Georgia  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  bad  as  ever  lived  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  infamous  rascals,  that 
should  be  hung. 

Question,  Then  why  is  it  that  the  republicans  are  whipped,  and  the  scoundrels  of 
the  democratic  party  go  scot  fi*ee  from  the  operations  of  these  men  T 

Answer.  Well,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  this  organization  seems  to  have  been  formed 
with  reference  to  preserving  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  good  order  of  society,  and 
these  bad  democrats,  as  a  rule,  do  not  disturb  society  ;  they  do  not  associate  with  the 
negroes,  they  ido  not  try  to  move  the  negroes  to  notous  deeds  and  bloodshed,  and 
burning,  and  things  of  that  sort,  that  we  know  of.  I  think  they  would  whip  a  democrat 
found  at  that  work  just  as  quick  as  they  would  a  republican.  I  do  not  entertain  a 
doubt  of  it,  from  myself  down.  , 

Question.  But  you  do  not  belong  to  the  order  f 

Answer.  I  do  not,  and  I  do  not  Know  that  snch  a  one  exists.  I  only  speak  my  belief 
from  what  I  have  seen  around  me,  and  what  I  have  heard  £h)m  men  who  I  think  know. 

Question.  Or  who  you  know  belong  to  it  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  a  man  on  earth  belongs  to  it,  but  I  believe  some  do. 

Question.  You  said  that  a  great  deal  of  the  money  paid  for  these  proclamations  m^ 
paid  to  democratic  newspapers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  say  everywhere  you  may  see  the  effect  of  it  upon  them,  in  my 
judgment^  as  soon  as  they  come  within  the  reach  of  Bullock's  money. 

Question.  And  the  fees  improperly  paid  were  paid  democratic  lawyers? 

Answer.  No,  not  all  of  them. 

Question,  Well,  some  of  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  got  them. 

Question.  And  you  say  that  some  democratic  leaders  in  the  legislature  combined  with 
the  republican  leaders  for  the  purpose  of  robbing  the  people  of  the  State,  in  some  of 
their  legislature  schemes  ? 

Anstcer.  I  did  not  say  in  the  legislature,  but  that  some  of  the  leading  democrats  in 
the  State,  in  my  opinion,  combined  with  some  of  the  leading  republicans  to  rob  tbo 
State  of  this  road.  I  want  to  run  for  governor,  next  fall  a  year,  if  I  am  eligible,  &>r 
the  purpose  of  recapturing  that  road. 

Question.  You  think,  then,  that  democrats  are  in  these  corruptions  as  well  as  repub*, 
licans?  "^ 
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Antwer,  Did  I  not  state  that  their  bowels  were  moyed  the  same  way  T  I  verily  b^ 
liere  it. 

Question,  Suppose  yon  take  the  St^te  goyemment  out  of  the  hands  of  the  republicans 
and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  democrats 

Answer.  If  a  certain  class  of  democrats  in  my  State,  that  I  know  of,  should  get  it,  I 
think  it  would  be  as  bad  as  Bullock.  But,  God  bless  you,  there  are  houest  men  in  all 
parties. 

Question,  Yon  have  stated  that  Southern  repnblicans  are  generally  very  bad  men,  but 
that  Northern  republicans  are  of  a  very  different  character  f 

Answer.  I  say  that,  in  the  South,  in  my  opinion,  they  are  the  shabbiest  class  of  white 
men ;  you  ask  me  and  that  is  my  candid  judgment ;  1  believe  that  the  best  men  in  the 
Sonth  belong  to  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  Mr.  Hill,  the  present  senator  from  your  State,  a  republican  f 

Answer.  He  now  stands  in  a  doubtful  attitude.  He  wrot«  a  letter  that  caused  all  the 
democratic  papers  in  the  State  to  believe  that  he  intended  to  go  with  the  republican 
party,  and  they  commenced  denouncing  him  as  a  traitor.  He  wrote  another  letter 
rather  explanatory,  but  not  quite  satisfactory ;  since  then  he  has  not  said  a  word,  until 
the  other  day,  when  some  Tribune  fellow  interviewed  him.  According  to  that  he  in- 
tends to  run  in  the  republican  line.    I  know  he  is  in  the  lease  with  Joe  Brown. 

Question.  You  think  he  is  in  that  robbery  f 

Answer.  He  is  in  that  lease ;  his  name  is  published  as  one  of  the  stockholders. 

Question.  You  said  that  it  was  a  corrupt  nng  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion,  as  base  a  fraud  as  was  ever  perpetrated. 

Question.  What  do  you  say  to  Mr.  Hargrove  f 

Answer.  In  the  days  of  secession  he  was  the  worst  fire-eater,  I  believe,  I  ever  saw. 
He  ran  it  clear  through  with  as  much  diligence  as  any  man  ever  did  run  anything. 
He  deeerves  credit  for  some  things ;  he  came  back  there  with  a  military  command, 
and  did  pnt  down  a  set  of  infernal  plunderers  that  robbed  my  poor  people  of  bread 
and  meat  and  everything  on  earth  in  the  name  of  the  confederate  cause.  He  killed  a 
half  dozen  of  them  and  threw  them  into  the  river  in  a  week.  I  think  he  deserves  the 
good  will  of  the  people  there ;  he  does  mine,  for  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  saved  my 
life.  He  has  been  my  client :  I  recovered  a  judgment  of  over  $10,000  for  him  and  for 
his  sist'Cr.  After  the  war  was  over  the  first  thing  I  knew  he  turned  up  a  radical.  Well,^ 
I  was  very  much  astonished  at  that.  He  has  another  adrainiblo  trait  of  character; 
he  is  a  man  of  good  courage,  it  is  hereditary  in  the  family ;  it  is  a  ^ood  sign,  and  I  like 
to  see  a  fellow  have  it.  He  ran  for  mayor  of  the  city  of  Rome,  getting  the  entire  negro 
vote,  against  my  son  who  was  a  candidate  on  the  other  side.  It  was  understood  that 
Ihey  got  a  few  white  men  at  the  iron- works,  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Noble.  He  was 
electe<l  and  he  managed  the  mayoralty  with  a  great  deal  of  ability. 

Question.  I  do  not  know  that  we  care  anything  about  that. 

Answer.  Well,  he  ran  again,  and  the  democrats  opposed  him  and  beat  him.  I  sns- 
taioed  Hargrove,  and  if  I  had  had  a  vote  I  would  have  voted  for  him  in  that  election, 
radical  republican  as  he  is. 

Question.  I  want  to  know  whether  he  is  one  of  those  bad  republicans  you  spoke  of,  or 
whether  he  is  an  exception,  whether  he  is  embraced  in  the  general  denunciation  which 
yon  have  Just  now  expressed  f 

Answer.  No :  you  cannot  make  me  say  that.  I  did  not  say  there  are  no  good  repnb- 
licans in  the  South ;  I  said  that  as  a  rule  they  were  bad.  You  will  have  Mr.  Angier 
here  before  you ;  he  is  a  Northern  man  and  a  republican ;  but  I  believe  Grod  never  made 
A  more  honest  man  than  he  is. 

Question.  He  thinks  with  you  on  the  Bullock  question  ? 

Answer.  He  does,  but  on  other  questions  he  difiers  with  me.  I  know  he  goes  for 
Grant  the  whole  hog. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Hargrove  an  honest  upright  man  f 

Answer.  1  cannot  say  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Question.  Is  he  a  truthful  man  f 

Anatoer.  Now  understand  me ;  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Hargrove  would  deliberately  swear 
to  a  lie,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  but  he  is  a  man  like  myself,  of  very  ardent  tempera- 
ment, and  when  excited  on  any  subject  he  is  liable  to  very  great  excesses.  With  men 
of  his  fair  complexion,  blue  eyes,  light  hair,  and  his  nervous  system,  it  could  not  be 
otherwise.    He  says  and  does  things,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  he  regrets. 

Question.  Will  he  tell  the  truth  ? 

Ansirer.  I  say  he  means  to  and  does  tell  the  truth.  But  to  say  that  he  always  t«ll8 
it,  I  would  not  say  that  of  him  more  than  I  will  of  any  other^man.  I  know  that  he 
indulges  in  excessive  language  about  the  Ku-Klux,  andhas  ideas  that  I  think  are  at  va- 
riance with  the  truth,  but  I  have  no  doubt  he  believes  them. 

Questian.  Yon  believe  he  means  to  be  honest  and  true  in  his  statements  f 

^»«cer.  Yes,  sir.  gitized  byGoOSle 

Qnestum.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  judgment?  ^ 

Jnstcer.  Yes,  sir,  when  not  excited ;  but  men  of  strong  impulses  are  always  liable  to 
draw  wrong  conclusions. 
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Question,  What  do  yoa  say  of  Mr.  Forsyth  f  He  is  another  one  embraced  in  yonr 
general  denuncintion  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  he  is  not.  I  say  there  are  exceptions  to  the  rale,  and  a  great  many 
of  them ;  but  I  still  stand  to  it  that  the  repablican  party  embraces  the  worst  claM  of 
whites  in  the  South,  and  I  defy  snccesftil  contradiction  to  that  statement.  Taking 
the  aggregate  white  people,  I  say  that  the  virtue  and  intelHgenoe  of  my  conatiy  is  om 
the  other  side. 

Question,  Mr.  Forsyth  shoul  1  be  excented,  if  he  is  entitled  to  bs  excepted. 

Answer,  I  think  he  is  entitled  to  be  excepted ;  I  think  he  is  a  respectable  man. 

Question,  Is  he  honest  and  tnithfUlf 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know  he  is. 

Question,  Is  he  a  fjrqod  lawyer  t 

Ansicer,  That  is  pinching  me  pretty  tight ;  I  would  not  like  to  give  an  expression  of  - 
opinion  on  that  subject. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  judgment  f 

Answer.  Pretty  good. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  quick  observation  f 

Answer.  Pretty  fair ;  he  is  a  very  young  lawyer,  but  he  'will  improve  with  umt,  I 
doubt  not.    He  is  solicitor  general  of  my  circuit. 

Question.  Yon  state  that  your  republican  friends  are  hostile  to  the  negroes  votihg  the 
democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  that. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  so. 

Answer.  Well,  you  are  mistaken.  I  said  the  only  instance  I  knew  of  violence  in  re- 
ference to  voting,  so  far  as  the  negroes  were  concerned,  was  an  attisnipt  to  mob  a  neero 
for  voting  the  <&mocratic  ticket ;  it  is  the  only  act  of  violence  I  Know  of  on  thail 
ground. 

Question.  Ton  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  republicans  were  hostile  to  a  negro  be- 
cause he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer,  I  think  they  are  generallv ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  they  would  so  to  the 
excess  manifested  that  day,  and  mob  him.  Though,  according  to  the  papers,  there  have 
been  instances  of  mobbing  negroes  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket ;  divers  instanees 
in  the  State,  according  to  papers  and  rumors. 

Question.  I  have  ob^rved  that  you  have  spoken  of  Southern  republicans  with  consid- 
erable severity,  and  perhaps  they  may  have  deserved  it  in  your  State  f 

Ansieer,  I  think  they  do.  I  have  great  respect  for  the  repablican  party  North,  but  I 
have  none  for  the  republican  party  South. 

Quesstion.  Have  you  not  heard  of  the  Ku-Klnx  committingmnrdert 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  their  killing  x>eople.  The  killing  of  this  negro,  I 
rather  think,  was  a  case  of  murder. 

Question,  Have  you  known  of  the  Kn-Klnx  killing  a  man  where  it  is  not  mnrderf 
You  are  lawyer  enough  to  know  the  diiference  between  homicide  and  murder,  I  mean 
technically  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  am  thinking  whether  I  know  of  any  other  actual  killing;  I  know 
of  several  whippings,  and  things  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Spealcinir  from  common  report  of  what  you  have  heard  f 

Answer,  We  have  neard  in  Southern  Georgia,  through  our  papers,  of  a  great  many 
cases,  but  the  papers  gave  exactly  reverse  accounts.  The  radical  papers  say  it  was  a 
murder,  and  the  democratic  papers  give  some  justification. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  or  Known  of  the  Ku-Klux  killing  a  man  in  self-defense 
to  protect  their  own  lives  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  you  would  call  self-defense.  I  know  where  a  man  killed 
several  Ku-Klux ;  that  is,  I  was  told  so  just  before  I  left  home,  jast  over  the  Alabama 
line.  They  went  there  to  whip  him,  or  something  of  that  kind,  but  they  fonnd  him 
ready  with  his  guns,  and  I  think  he  killed  several  of  them.  They  shot  at  him  as  he 
ran  off,  as  I  was  told. 

Question.  They  did  not  kill  him  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  killing  a  man  in  self-defense  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  I  have  ever  heard  of  it. 

f^uestion.  Then  whatever  cases  of  homicide  by  them  you  have  heard  of  were  oases  of 
murder  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  they  would  amount  to  murder. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  of  their  taking  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  from  his 
bed  and  family  at  night  and  scourging  him ;  how  much  of  an  offense  is  that  1 
.  Answer,  It  is  a  very  high  offense ;  that  is  as  bad  as  or  worse  than  the  soldiers  taking 
a  man  from  his  bed  and  putting  him  in  a  dungeon,  without  telling  him  why;  fully  aa 
bad,  except  that  one  was  the  act  of  the  Government  and  the  other  the  act  of  indi- 
viduals. ^ 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  being  guilty  of  that  f 
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Answer,  YeSy  sir,  I  have  heard  of  that. 

Queatioti,  Then  they  are  murderers,  and  they  are  men  guilty  of  these  high  ofifeoses. 
And  yon  say  they  are  members  uniyersally  of  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer,  Yes. 

Qwstion,  Then  what  do  you  think  of  the  comparative  character  of  the  southern  re- 
publicans and  the  southern  democrats  f 

Answer.  1  still  adhere  to  what  1  said.  In  tha  only  instance  of  murder  that  I  know 
of,  if  you  take  the  testimony  of  the  young  man  himself,  it  was  not  the  Ku-Klux  that 
did  it ;  they  were  Ku-Ivlnx  on  their  own  account.  Well,  you  may  call  them  Ku-Klux ; 
that  was  a  case  of  murder.  That  is  the  only  case  where  I  considered  the  killing  a 
murder.  The  cases  we  have  heard  of  in  Lower  Georgia,  some  of  them  would  have  been 
murder  according  to  radical  papers,  and  according  to  democratic  papers  tbey  would  not 
have  been  murder.  Therefore  I  could  form  no  estimate  about  the  truth  in  regard  to 
them.  I  think  both  parties  lie  a  great  deal  through  their  papers;  that  is  my  ob- 
servation. 

Question,  You  characterized  pretty  severely  the  political  record  of  Mr.  Hargrove. 
Were  you  or  not  once  a  democrat  before  the  war  ? 

Ansicer,  I  commenced  life  a  whig.  When  General  Scott  was  nominated  under  the 
auspices  of  Mr.  Greeley,  I  thought  Uie  whig  party  would  become  republican,  and  1  quit 
it  and  went  for  Mr.  Pierce. 

Question.  You  were  first  a  whig  T 

Answer.  I  was. 

Questian,  You  then  became  a  democrat  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  ran  the  democratic  ticket  down  to  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge. That  I  utterly  repudiated,  and  I  tried  to  show  that  it  was  a  plot  to  overthrow 
the  (^vemment ;  I  believed  it  was  then,  and  I  do  yet. 

Question,  For  whom  did  you  go  then  f 

Answer,  For  Mr.  Douglas.  Mr.  Douglas  told  me  that  Lincoln  was  a  good  man ;  I  never 
heard  him  say* a  word  against  Mr.  Lincoln  in  his  life. 

Questioit.  You  were  a  Union  man  when  the  war  commenced  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  I  reckon  as  strong  a  Union  man  as  ever  was.  It  cost  a  man 
nothing  in  the  North  to  be  a  Union  man,  but  in  the  South  a  Union  man  carried  his  life 
in  his  hand. 

Question.  You  afterward  went  into  the  confederate  congress  f 

Answer,  I  did,  and  I  have  told  you  how  I  did  it. 

Question,  Did  you  become  implicated  in  the  rebellion  in  an^  way  f 

Answer.  That  was  an  implication  in  the  rebellion. 

Question.  Well,  did  you  become  implicated  in  the  rebellion  in  any  wa^  outside  of  that  f 
.  Answer,  Yes,  you  would  say  it  was.  1  raised  one  of  the  finest  regiments  that  went 
into  the  confederate  service,  and  I  commanded  it  for  five  months. 

Qmesiion,  To  fight  the  Government  of  the  United  States  f  . 

Answer.  1  had  no  chance ;  I  would  have  done  it,  I  reckon,  if  I  had  had  a  chance.  I 
was  in  Savannah  to  defend  that  city  against  attack,  and  for  five  months  I  looked  there 
upon  the  flag  of  the  Government  that  I  still  regarded  as  one  of  the  beet  governments 
on  earth. 

Question.  You  were  once  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  was.  I  made  two  speeches  while  I  was  here ;  one  in  favor  of  a 
distribution  of  the  public  lands  among  the  actual  settlers,  and  that  drew  down  upon 
me  obloquy  at  home. 

Question.  When  the  war  closed  you  were  at  first  a  republican  T 

Answer.  I  had  talked  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  I  expected  to  carry  out  his  policy. 

Qnestion,  You  afterwards  became  a  democrat  f 

Amswct,  I  did. 

Q)sestioin,  And  you  are  one  still  ? 

Answer.  I  am  what  I  call  a  national  democrat,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word— not  a 
sectional  democrat ;  nothing  can  make  me  sectional,  except  continued  hopeless  oppres- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government.  If  I  believed  in  that,  I  would  oppose  it  as 
I  would  oppose  any  other  government. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  negro  Methodist  preacher  who  was  whipped  for  inflamma- 
toiy  language  t 

Answer,  1  said  I  was  not  sure  whether  he  was  whipped  or  not,  or  whether  the  Ku- 
Klux  dealt  with  him  in  some  other  way  j  I  know  they  dealt  with  him  in  some  way. 

Question   Was  he  a  Methodist  preacher  of  the  Northern  Methodist  Church  f 

Amstcer,  O,  yes;  I  said  that  wan  my  understanding. 

Question,  You  yourself  were  once  a  Methodist  preacher,  were  you  not  f  * 

Answer,  1  was. 

Question,  You  belonged  to  the  Southern  Methodist  Church  f 

Answer.  I  belong  now  to  the  Foot- washing  BaptiHts— the  simplest  form  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith.  ^ 

Question,  You  were  once  a  Methodist  minister  T 
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Answer.  I  was. 

Question,  You  are  now  a  Baptist  minister  f 

Answer.  I  am.  I  was  at  a  meeting  of  my  order  the  other  day,  where  they  washed  a 
negro's  feet  without  any  hesitation — as  interesting  and  afiecting  a  ceremony  as  I  ever 
saw  performed. 

Question,  Why  did  they  wash  the  negroes  feet  f 

Answer.  It  is  a  ceremony  of  my  church.  Some  of  the  Baptists  do  not  wash  feet — 
ours  do ;  I  belong  to  the  order  called*  Foot- washing  Baptists  j  there  are  several  or- 
der samong  the  Baptists :  the  Hard-shell  Bai)tists,  as  they  are  called ;  the  Free-will 
Baptists ;  the  Seven-day  Baptists,  and  I  do  not  know  how  many  others ;  but  I  belong 
to  the  Foot- washing  Baptists. 

By  Mr.  Beck  :  < 

Question.  Are  you  not  Hard-shells,  too  T 

Answer.  They  generally  call  us  Hard-shells,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  Hard-shell  doc- 
trines. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  A  part  of  your  ceremony  is  washing  feet  f 

Answer.  It  is.  It  is  a  ceremony  the  institution  of  which  you  will  find  in  one  of  the 
last  chapters  of  John,  where  it  is  stated  the  Saviour  laid  aside  his  garments,  girded  him- 
self with  a  towel,  and  washed  his  disciples'  fe^t. 

Question.  You  are  a  preacher  in  that  denomination  f 

Answer,  I  do  hold  forth  occasionally  in  my  humble  way — never  for  hire,  never  for 
money — and  only  at  places  where  they  cannot  get  any  better  teacher. 

Question,  This  ceremony  of  washing  feet  is  a  mere  formal  ceremony,  and  has  noihing 
to  do  \^ith  the  doctrines  T 

Answer.  Nothing,  unless  you  may  call  a  ceremony  a  doctrine.  The  Apostle  Paul 
calls  baptism  a  doctrine,  and  it  is  a  ceremony. 

Question.  Would  you  put  the  ceremony  of  washing  feet  ui)on  the  saifae  footing  with 
the  ordinance  of  baptism  f 

Answer,  Every  bit ;  the  one  is  prescribed  as  much  as  the  other,  and  is  equally  author- 
ized. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  I  do  not  think  all  this  is  within  our  line  of  investi- 
gation. 

The  Witness.  I  am  ^rfectly  willing  he  should  go  on.  I  think  I  am  better  posted 
on  Scripture  than  he  is ;  1  may  not  be  in  politics. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  You  think  the  ceremony  of  foot-washing  should  be  put  upon  an  equal  dig- 
nity with  baptism  f 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  they  were  both  instituted  by  our  Saviour  at  nearly  the  same 
time,  the  one  just  before  the  other. 

Question.  I  take  it  that  this  ceremony  of  washing  the  feet  of  a  negro  waa  to  show 
that  your  church  recognized  that  a  white  man  and  a  negro  Were  on  a  perfect  equality  f 

Answer.  They  do ;  as  a  Christian  and  a  disciple  there  is  no  difference.  I  assure  yon 
it  was  a  very  afiecting  scene,  one  of  the  most  affecting  I  ever  witnessed. 

Question.  Are  the  members  of  your  church  gener^y  members  of  the  demoonutie 
party  t 

Ansicer.  The  Foot-waahing  Baptists  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Anmcer.  Well,  I  think  they  are. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  any  of  them  belong  to  the  Ku-Elnx  organization  f 

Answer.  I  should  not  suppose  they  did,  from  the  Uact  that  so  far  as  I  know,  they 
are  universally  opposed  to  secret  organizations  of  all  sorts,  political  and  every  other 
kind. 

Question.  What  would  you  think  of  taking  that  negro,  whose  feet  you  washed  that 
day,  out  of  his  bed  at  night  and  scourging  him  with  rods? 

Answer.  1  did  not  wash  them,  I  was  simply  present ;  but  I  would  have  done  so  if  it 
had  been  necessary.  I  have  washed  men's  feet,  and  1  would  wash  his  just  as  quick  as 
I  would  those  of  a  white  man,  in  the  x>erformance  of  this  duty. 

Question.  Would  you  not  have  considered  it  a  great  outrage  to  have  taken  him  that 
night  from  his  bed  and  scourged  him  f 

Ansxoer.  I  would  have  died  for  him. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  negroes  who  belong  to  your  church  any  better  t^aa 
other  negroes? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  a  great  deal  better.  I  think  they  are  meet  to  be  partiikers 
of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light ;  and,  as  a  rule,  I  think  the  others  are  not. 

Question.  You  have  criticised  the  political  changes  of  Mr.  Harprovje  very  ^verely. 
Do  you  think  his  political  changes  have  been  more  than  your  own  T     -OOQlC 

Answer,   I  do  not  think  my  political  changes  have  been  much.    My  party  rela- 


GEORGIA.  121 

tioDS  have  obanged,  bnt  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  changed  in  political  or  religious 
opinions  much. 

The  Chairman^  (Mr.  Poland.)  I  think  this  is  rather  more  minute  and  particular 
^an  we  need  go  mto  during  this  investigation. 

By  Mr.  Pool  ^ 

Question.  Do  negroes  sit  upon  the  juries  in  your  State? 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  one  on  the  jury  in  the  county  of  Floyd,  but  I  have  heard 
of  them  in  difl^rent  parts  of  the  State. 

QnesHoti.  Have  you  known  of  their  sitting  upon  a  jury  in  any  county  in  your  judicial 
circuit  f 

Answer.  No.  Understand  me,  I  do  not  practice  except  in  Rome,  and  perhaps  some 
in  Chattooga. 

Question,  From  your  intercourse  with  members  of  the  bar  in  your  judicial  citcnit; 
have  you  heard  that  negroes  ever  sat  upon  juries  in  any  of  your  counties  f 

Answer.  I  know  of  none  in  my  judicial  circuit;  I  do  not  remember  of  any  negro 
taking  a  seat  upon  any  jury  in  my  judicial  circuit. 

QuesHon.  Are  there  any  negroes  m  your  judicial  district  whose  character  and  intel- 
ligence are  equal  to  that  of  some  of  the  white  men  who  do  sit  upon  your  juries? 

Aftswer.  Indisputablv. 
.    Quettiion.  That  is  so  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  are  not  their  names  put  in  the  jury-box  ? 

Answer.  That  would  be  hard  for  ine  to  tell.  1  suppose  it  is  generally  because  of  the 
fact  that  the  body  of  the  negroes  are  not  fit  to  be  put  there ;  1  do  not  think  they  ^re ; 
and  from  the  further  fact  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  disagreeable  to  the  white  race 
to  sit  upon  a  jury  with  negroes. 

Question.  Do  not  negroes  have  cases  in  your  courts  f 

Answer.  They  do. 

Question.  Are  they  not  indicted  in  your  courts  f 

Answer.  They  are. 

QHesiion.  Are  that  class  of  cit\^ons  who  are  discriminated  against  enjoying  the  equal 
rights  of  that  class  who  are  not  discriminated  against  f 

Answer.  They  enjoy  moi'e.  rights  than  I  do.  They  can  be  elected  to  any  office  under 
the  Government. 

QuesHon.  In  whose  discretion  is  it  whether  negroes  shall  be  put  upon  the  juries  or 
notf 

Answer.  They  have  altered  the  law  backward  and  forward  so  often  that  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  kept  up  with  the  law  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  juries,  for  it  is  * 
not  my  business  to  form  juries.  But  my  remembrance  is  that  the  names  are  selected 
by  the  sheriff  and  the  ordinary,  and  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  State  of 
Gieorgia,  if  I  remember  correctly,  they  are  to  be  citizens  of  intelligence,  or  something 
of  that  ibrt.  I  will  not  say  what  the  qualification  is,  but  the  idea  is  that  they  are  to 
be  good  men.  The  names  are  put  in  a  box,  and,  as  a  rule,  they  are  drawn  by  the  pre- 
cddinff  judge  from  that  box.  I  do  not  think  there  are  any  names  of  negroes  put  in  the 
box  in  my  county,  and  I  doubt  if  there  are  any  in  my  district.  There  may  be  none 
in  the  State,  bnt  1  do  not  see  how  they  could  well  get  along  in  some  of  the  counties 
without  having  negroes  for  jurors. 

Question.  You  said  that  the  white  men  of  your  city  kept  back  from  the  polls,  at  an 
election  there,  and  allowed  the  negroes  to  vote  first  ? 

Answer.  They  did,  whore  the  negroes  seemed  to  be  very  anxious  to  vote,  and  where 
there  seemed  to  be  considerable  excitement  among  the  white  republicans  about  their 
Totiog. 

Qu^tion.  You  thought  that  was  a  marked  degree  of  courtesy  and  forbearance  ex- 
tended to  them  f 

Answer.  I  thought  it  would  be  better  for  our  race  to  keep  away,  instead  of  going  up 
at  that  time,  when  it  was  likely  to  make  a  disturbance.  I  think  the  whites  stood  back, 
Qpon  the  ground  that  they  thought  it  better  not  to  have  a  riot,  and  the  negroes  exhib- 
ited s  disposition  to  hold  on  to  the  polls. 

Question.  Has  that  standing  back  been  repeated  since  that  time? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  have  seen  them  since  then  mingling  in  promiscuously  at  the  polls. 

Question.  You  have  not  seen  any  repetition  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  think  that  was  the  first  election  in  the  county  where  the  ne- 
groes voted ;  I  will  not  swear  positively  to  that,  however. 

Question.  To  go  baok  a  little  to  this  order.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  were 
not  ffware  that  they  had  any  signs  by  which  they  recognized  each  other. 

Answer.  If  they  have  I  do  not  know  it;  but  I  womd  naturally  suppose  that, they 
would  have.  OOglC     ' 

Question,  When  Mr.  Forsyth  was  prosecuting  these  three  white  men,  whom  yoa 
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BDoke  of  as  having  been  convicted  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  Kn-Klnx  outrage,  "vras 
there  not  a  confession  made  by  one  of  them,  who  gave  the  signs,  &o. 

Answer,  Not  within  my  knowledge ;  it  was  not  before  the  court  and  Jury ;  it  may 
have  been  civen  privately  to  Mr.  Forsyth;  if  there  is  any  testimony  to  that  effoct» 
that  it  was  before  the  court  and  jury,  it  is  not  true. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  of  that  before  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  We  had  the  uniform  in  the  court-house,  and  examined  it;  it  was 
the  first  I  ever  saw,  and  it  was  said  to  be  the  uniform  of  that  band. 

Question,  Have  you  not  heard  of  these  Ku-Klux  in  other  parts  of  the  country  besidet 
Georgia,  and  besides  that  little  strip  of  Alabama  of  which  you  spoke? 

Ansicer,  O,  heavens!  yes.    I  have  heard  it  almost  from  the  beginning  down. 

Question.  Do  Uiey  usually  go  in  disguise  elsewhere  as  well  as  in  Georgia? 

Answer,  1  have  heard  they  did. 

Question,  Has  there  been  any  uniformity  in  their  mode  of  operations  that  has  strook 
you? 

Answer,  Well,  yes ;  that  is,  in  their  scourging  and  whipping  and  violence,  just  as  you 
mieht  say  tbere  was  uniformity  of  operation  in  other  States  north. 

Question,  The  uniformity  consists  of  a  disguise  worn  upon  the  person,  and  of  their 
operating  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  that  these  bands  were  generally  disguised,  if  not  almost  uni- 
formly. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  in  every  place  they  are  composed  of  members  of  the 
democratic  party  ?    What  is  your  ju<^§^ent  on  that  subject  ? 

Answer,  That  is  my  judgment.  .    . 

Question,  That  they  are  in  other  States  composed  of  members  of  the  demociatio 
party? 

Answer,  Tes ;  that  is  my  judgment. 

Question.  Have  you  learned  that  in  other  States  their  victims  were  principally  mem- 
bers of  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  I  judge  they  are. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  of  bodies  of  men  in  disguise  committing  such  crimes  in 
the  State  of  Georgia  before  this  war  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  with  the  frequency,  and  not  ?n  disguise.  We  had.lynch-law 
down  there  occasionally,  but  I  do  not  remember  any  case  where  the  parties  were  in 
disguise. 

Question,  You  heard  of  nothing  of  that  sort  in  Georgia  before  the  war? 

Answer,  If  anything  of  that  sort  occurred,  it  has  escaped  my  recollection. 

Question,  All  this  in  G^rgia  and  in  the  other  States  has  occurred  since  the  war  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  disguis^  men — ^that  has  been  undoubtedly  since  the  war,  so  far  as 
I  know. 

Question,  What  is  your  theory  of  the  reason  why  these  things  have  occurred  sinoe 
the  war  so  generally  in  other  States  as  well  as  in  Georgia — bands  of  disguised  men 
composed  of  one  political  party  committing  ontra^  which  you  say  were  modi  oniver* 
sally  upon  the  members  of  the  other  party ;  what  is  your  theory  in  regard  to  that? 

Answer,  1  think  it  arises,  in  the  first  place,  from  a  general  dissatisfaction  in  regard  to 
the  administration  of  the  Government  in  those  States,  both  State  and  FederaL  There 
is  not  that  satisfaction  with  the  Government  that  there  was  before  the  war,  and  that 
there  ought  to  be  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  I  think  that  dissatisfaction  originates 
from  what  they  believe  to  be  bad  government,  as  a  rule,  in  the  State  administration 
and  in  the  Federal  administration.  I  do  not  s^eak  about  general  politics ;  as  I  said  not 
long  ago,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  dissatisfaction  with  regard  to  General  Gvant, 
other  uian  in  reference  to  the  South.  I  have  heard  no  special  complaint,  though  the 
democratic  party,  as  a  rule,  are  opposed  to  his  administration.  I  think  it  originates 
from  that  feelin]^  of  general  dissatisfaction,  from  believing  that  the  Goremment  is  not 
faithfully  administered ;  that  it  is  oppressive  in  its  action  upon  the  white  peopleof  the 
South.  I  think  there  is  a  kind  of  general  feeling  that  the  purpose  of  the  Government, 
both  State  and  Federal,  is  to  make  the  black  race,  with  the  few  whites  who  may  go 
with  them,  dominate  the  white  race  of  the  South:  to  make  the  white  race  suljject  io 
the  black  race.  I  think  that  is  one  cause.  Then  I  think  there  is  another  cause,  which 
I  have  mentioned  to-day :  a  great  many  of  our  best  men  are  under  the  ban  ef  the 
Government ;  have  no  interest  in  the  Government ;  have  no  right  to  any  position  under 
the  Government.  There  is  a  very  general  dissatisfaction  created  on  that  account.  It 
also  originates  in  another  thin^ :  society  is  in  a  disturbed  condition ;  the  black  nuui 
has  been  our  slave,  and  ho  has  just  been  emancipated.  The  white  raoe  has  uuiformlv 
looked  upon  him  as  a  dangerous  element  when  left  absolutely  to  his  own  control. 
Heretofore  the  white  race  lias  controlled  and  directed  him,  but  they  regard  him  as 
dangerous  when  a  perfectly  free  man ;  not  that^  perhaps ;  but  that  tie  is  disposed  to 
mischief,  like  all  ignorant  races.  They  regard  him  as  very  ignorant,  and,  therefi^re,  like 
all  ignorant  races,  very  capable  of  mischief.  I  think  they  have  felt  that  in  neighbor- 
hoods and  localities  the  very  life  of  society  was  sometimes  endangered  by  the  animosity 
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flf  the  bltck,  stimnlated  by  some  ^bite  men,  against  the  gencorol  body  of  the  white 
race.    And  this  organization  has  been  felt  to  be  a  kind  of  necessity. 

Qme8H4>n.  Woold  you  not  believe  tbat  to  take  colored  men  out  of  their  hoaaes  and 
Bcenrge  them  in  this  wav  would  be  apt  to  exasperate  them  still  more  f 

Anwcer,  It  might  put  fear  upon  them  in  some  instances;  in  others,  where  they  had 
power,  it  would  cTidently  exasperate  them,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  fearful  trial  if 
tltey  had  power. 

QuestUm.  Would  it  not  be  a  doubtful  remedy  for  any  evil  which  might  result  from 
exasperation^  as  you  say  they  have  been  exasperated  against  the  whites  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  a  very  doubtful  remedy. 

Question,  Do  you.  not  believe  tbat  the  reconstiruction  policy  adopted  by  Congress,  so 
different  tram  what  was  expected,  putting  the  negroes  upon  an  equality  with  the  ■ 
-whites,  investing  them  with  all  political  and  civil  right?,  making  certain  white  men 
ineligible  to  office,  and  none  of  the  blacks  ineligible — is  not  that  the  main  cause  of 
all  this  Eu-Klux  business  f 

Anmcer,  Tbat  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  As  I  have  just  said,  the  white  race 
at  the  South  is  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  action  of  the  Government,  State  and 
Federal. 

Question,  You  think  whatever  is  bad  in  the  local  action  results  fiom  the  Federal 
action  f 

Answer,  I  judge  it  does. 

Question,  Then  you  think  it  was  the  reconstruction  policy  which  was  the  main  cause 
of  this  Ku-Klux  business  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  ultimate  cause ;  I  think  that  policy  has  been  harsh  as  it  is, 
because  of  the  war  between  Johnson  and  the  republican  party.  I  think  if  Lincoln 
had  lived  it  would  have  been  di£ferent.  I  stand  here  and  swear  that  he  intended  to 
publish  a  proclamation  of  universal  amnesty,  except  in  regard  to  a  few  bad  men,  as  he 
called  them. 

Question.  Is  not  the  most  objectionable  feature  of  that  reconstruction  policy  the 
featnre  which  enables  the  colored  men,  with  a  few  white  men,  to  control  the  politics  of 
the  South  T 

Ansu?er,  That  is  the  leading  cause. 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  objectionable  feature  in  the  reconstruction  policy  f 

Answer.  That,  and  depriving  the  South  of  the  right  to  regulate  these  things  for  them- 
selves. We  think  that  goes  to  the  organic  structure  of  the  Government  itself^  not  only 
in  the  South,  but  in  the  North. 

Question.  That  fixes  and  gives  stability  to  this  condition  of  things? 

Answer.  That  is  correctj  the  white  race  would  alter  it  if  they  could. 

Questum.  Then  if  this  Ku-Klnx  organization  originated,  in  a  chief  degree,  because  of 
the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress,  the  most  objectionable  feature  of  which  is  the 
featnre  which  gives  the  power  to  the  negroes,  with  a  few  white  men,  to  control  the 
government  of  the  Southern  States,  is  it  not  the  main  object  of  that  organization  to 
prevent  these  negroes  and  these  few  white  men  from  continuing  to  hold  that  control  t 

Answer  1  do  not  think  it  is.  I  have  virtually  answered  that  question  again  and 
again ;  I  do  not  think  they  intend  to  control  the  ballot  at  idl.  I  think  if  the  negro 
behaves  himsdf,  and  does  not  attempt  any  riot  and  anything  of  tbat  sort,  he  may  vote 
there  as  quietly  and  peaceably  as  he  can  in  any  part  of  the  country. 

Question.  One  of  the  chief  evils  of  the  reconstruction  policy  which  is  complained  of 
is^  tbat  the  negroes,  with  a  few  white  men,  are  enabled  thereby  to  get  control  of  the 
State  govemmentB? 

Ajiswer,  They  are,  and  to  dominate  over  the  white  race. 

Question,  And  you  think  the  Ku-Klux  was  organized  for  two  purposes? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  And  one  purpose  is  to  correct  that  evil  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  think  tnat  is  one  cause  of  dissatisfaction. 

Qmesiion.  Do  you  not  consider  that  an  evil  ? 

Answer,  I  do;  a  very  great  evil,  the  greatest  that  ever  was  practiced  upon  any  peo- 
ple upon  the  £nce  of  tube  globe.  You  may  put  that  down,  that  I  swear  that  I  believe  to 
make  the  black  race  dominate  the  white  race  is  the  greatest  evil  ever  inflicted  upon 
any  people  on  the  globe. 

Question.  Do  you  say  the  Ku-Klux  was  not  intended  to  correct  that  evil  ? 

Answer.  They  may  want  to  correct  evils  resulting  from  that  evil,  but  not  to  prevent 
aay  one's  voting  as  he  pleases. 

Question.  Are  they  not  sensible  people  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are. 

Question.  Is  not  the  best  way  to  correct  an  evil  to  strike  at  the  root  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  we  do  as  well  as  we  can,  but  very  feebly. 

Question.  And  you  think  the  object  of  this  Ku-Klux  organization  is  not  to  prevent 
the  negroes  and  these  few  white  men  from  controlling  the  southern  State  govern* 

BKBtsf 

Answer.  I  did  say  so. 
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Question.  However  great  an  eyil  that  may  be,  the  object  of  this  Elan  is  not  to  cor- 
rect it  f 

Answer,  No;  it  is  to  correct  evils  resulting  from  that  state  of  things. 

Question.  Is  not  that  at  the  root  of  all  the  evils  resulting  from  that  state  of  things  f 

Answer.  It  is ;  but  you  may  be  able  to  stand  the  root  of  an  evil  but  not  the  manifest- 
ation of  it.  As  long  as  the  negro  does  not  disturb  society  in  any  of  its  relations,  doea 
not  bum  houses,  does  not  rob  anybody,  does  not  attempt  to  commit  riots  or  violence 
of  the  law,  you  may  be  willing  to  stand  it.  But  these  negroes  go  further ;  one  of  the 
resulting  cousequenccs  is  that  a  black  man  and  a  white  woman  sometimes  get  together 
and  say  that  they  are  equal ;  the  Ku-Klux  would  prevent  a  thing  of  that  sort,  while 
they  would  not  control  the  ballot. 

Question,  State  what  those  resulting  evils  are  that  the  Ku-Klnx  purpose  to  correct  t 

Answer,  I  have  stated  one;  they  came  up  the  other  night  and  whipped  a  white  wo- 
man and  nep^o  for  living  together  in  a  state  of  adultery. 

Question.  l)o  you  think  that  results  from  the  negroes  and  a  few  white  men  having 
control  of  the  State  government  T 

Answet\  O,  no ;  but  I  think  that  is  one  of  the  resulting  evils  from  the  general  policy 
of  the  Government,  putting  the  two  races  upon  an  equality. 

Question.  State  some  of  the  resulting  evils  from  the  negroes  and  a  few  white  men 
having  control  of  the  State  government  T 

Ansicer.  One  is  the  plundering  of  the  State  government.  What  do  you  think  of  pay- 
ing 198,000  for  proclamations  in  less  than  two  and  a  half  years  T 

Question.  Do  you  think  dishonesty  and  plundering  was  the  cause  of  the  Eu-Elux  oat- 
rages,  or  had  anjrthin^  to  do  with  that  whatever  f 

Answer.  No ;  my  opmion  is  that  they  were  in  the  Stat«  before  Bullock  was  elected. 

Question.  How  could  they  have  the  purpose  of  correcting  that  as  a  resulting  evil  f 

Answer.  I  say  that  these  evils  resulted  m  that  way.  They  put  Bullock  in  o£Qce ;  the 
white  race  did  not  put  Bullock  in  office ;  the  negroes  and  a  few  whites  put  him  in. 

Question.  And  one  of  the  resulting  evils  was  corruption  f 

Ansujer.  Yes ;  that  is  so. 

Question.  But  that  came  after  the  Kn-Klnx  was  formed? 

Answer.  They  might  have  formed  before,  and  corrected  an  evil  that  resulted  after- 
ward. 

Question.  I  am  asking  now  about  the  purpose  of  their  organization. 

Answer.  I  do  not  suppose  all  these  clubs  were  formed  at  one  time. 

Question.  Now  give  me  some  resulting  evil  from  the  fact  that  the  negroes  and  a  few 
white  men  have  control  of  the  State  government,  which  resulting  evUs  the  Ku-Klux 
were  formed  to  correct. 

Answer.  I  say  that  one  of  the  resulting  evils  was  this  tendency  to  social  ecjuality ;  I 
think  the  Ku-Klux  was  formed  to  prevent  that.  One  of  the  resulting  evils,  in  my 
opinion,  was  to  stimulate  the  black  man,  in  his  ignorance^  to  deeds  that  were  improper, 
such  as  thefts,  burnings,  and  sometimes  violence.  Rape  is  a  very  common  crime  with 
the  black  man  ;  it  seems  to  be  vastly  more  so  with  him  than  with  the  white  man,  and 
it  is  vastly  more  frequent  now  than  it  was  when  he  was  in  a  st.at«  of  slavery.  He  does 
not  seem  to  have  any  adequate  idea  of  the  penalty  for  the  offense.  I  think  we  have 
had  more  rapes  by  negroes  upon  white  women  than  almost  in  the  whole  history  of  the 
country  before. 

ByMr.  Cobukn:  ^ 

Question.  How  many  rapes  have  occnrred  since*  the  war?  Give 'any  cases  of  that 
kind  that  have  occurred  in  your  county. 

Answer.  I  think  the  only  case  we  have  had  there  was  the  case  of  a  colored  man  com- 
mitting a  rape  on  a  negro  woman. 

Question.  How  about  rapes  upon  white  women  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  that  in  my  county  there  has  been  any  rape  of  that  kind 
charged. 

Qwstion.  Or  of  white  men  npon  white  women  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any. 

Question.  Any  in  your  circnit  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  anv  in  my  county ;  I  may  have  forgotten  it. 

Question.  Any  in  your  district  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  any  since  the  war ;  they  may  have  occurred,  but  I  do  not 
remember. 

ByMr.  Pool: 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  of  a  rape  by  a  colored  man  npon  a  white 
woman  f 
Answer.  Not  in  my  county.  ^  I 

Questitm.  Any  in  your  circuit  f  Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 

Anstcer.  Not  that  I  remember.  ^ 
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Quettion,  Then  the  Ka-Elux  in  your  circuit  have  no  view  to  prevent  that  if  it  does 
not  occur  t 

Atitwer.  They  whipped  a  negro  man  for  asking  a  white  woman  to  copulate  with  him ; 
be  did  not  attempt  to  violate  her. 

Questian.  What  was  the  character  of  the  woman  t 

Anstver.  I  suppoae  it  was  fair,  hecause  if  she  had  been  a  common  whore  or  strumpet, 
I  do  not  8Ui>po8e  they  would  have  paid  any  attention  to  it. 

QtiestUm,  I  think  Mr.  Hargrove  said  there  had  been  five  cases  of  rape  by  white  men 
upon  white  women  iu  your  county,  or  it  may  have  been  iu  your  circuit. 

Answei\  Well,  sir,  if  there  have  been  five  cases  of  rape  upon  white  women  in  that 
county  or  circuit,  he  has  found  out  what  has  not  come  under  my  observation ;  I  will 
not  say  it  is  not  so,  but  I  will  say  that  I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Queation.  Is  there  not  a  kiud  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  negroes  toward  the  white 
people,  and  on  the  part  of  the  white  people  toward  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  In  a  great  many  individual  instances  there  is.  Let  me  say  to  you  that  there 
are  dift'erences  in  the  negroes ;  we  have  some  there  very  troublesome,  who  are  disposed, 
I  think,  to  dominate  the  white  race,  to  let  them  know  they  are  as  big  as  the  whites,  or 
a  little  bigger.  For  instance,  they  will  not  give  up  the  sidewalk  ;  but  that  is  not  the 
general  cmiracter  of  the  negro.  As  a  rule,  the  negro  is  respectful  to  the  white  man,  and 
will  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  white  man. 

Question.  Those  are  exceptional  cases  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  there  are  some  of  tbem.  Well,  in  my  opinion,  that  is  one  reason 
for  the  Ku-Klux ;  they  fall  aboard  a  negro  that  exhibits  any  impudence  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  in  not  giving  up  the  sidewalk  f 

Answer.  Well,  things  of  that  sort — meeting  a  carriage  on  the  road.  The  other  day  I 
called  the  attention  of  a  lady  I  was  driving  out  with  to  this  matter,  on  a  road  where 
there  were  a  great  many  teams  hauling  wood.  I  said,  "  Notice  that  every  white  wood 
hauler  will  give  me  the  road,  or  a  part  of  it,  and  notice  that,  as  a  rule,  the  darkeys  will 
make  me  give  the  road ;  occasionally  one  will  give  me  the  road,  but,  as  a  rule,  they  will 
make  me  give  it  to  them." 

Question.  Well,  it  is  to  keep  the  negroes  in  Bubjection  in  these  respects  that  the  Eu- 
Klux  is  organized  f 

Answer.  1  think  so. 

Question.  Do  they  inflict  Eu-Klux  punishment  upon  negroes  for  violating  that  prin- 
ciple of  subordination  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  they  do.  I  know  of  a  fight  that  took  place  not  long  ago 
between  a  negro  and  a  white  man ;  the  negro  refused  to  give  the  road,  and  they  clinched 
and  had  a  fight.        * 

Question.  Do  the  Ku>Klux  attack  the  negroes  and  ponish  them  by  violence  for  that 
kind  of  insubordination  of  which  yon  have  spoken  f 

Answer.  It  would  not  have  astonished  me  if  they  had  whipped  a  negro  for  that, 
but  I  have  never  heard  of  it.  * 

Question.  Have  the  Ku-Klux  in  your  county  or  district  administered  any  punishment 
to  the  negroes  for  violations  of  subordination  of  that  kind,  of  which  you  have  been 
speaking? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  of  any  Ku-Klux  administration  now  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Then,  why  would  you  suppose  it  was  th6ir  object  to  prevent  anything  of 
that  sort  f 

Answer.  Just  bof  anse,  as  I  before  remarked,  things  of  a  like  nature  have  occurred  in 
other  instances.  •  Tou  might  ask  me  if  I  would  suppose  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  inter- 
fere with  a  preacher.  On  the  tirat  view,  that  is  a  very  Unreasonable  supposition.  I  am 
very  much  in  favor  of  the  preaching  of  the  gos|>el,  and  believe  in  it  with  all  my  soul. 
But  a  man  who  comes  along,  and  whose  preaching  indicates  that  he  is  disposed  to 
create  a  feeling  of  animosity  between  white  men  and  black  men,  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing — well,  I  do  not  think  he  is  preaching  the  gospel,  and  I  think  it  is  very  well  to 
stop  him,  but  it  ought  to  have  been  done  legally. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  use  of  words  of  that  kind  by  a  preacher  more  calculated 
to  produce  a  feeling  of  animosity  between  the  white  race  and  the  black  race,  than  for 
white  men  to  take  black  men  out  of  their  houses  and  strip  and  scourge  them  T 

Answer*  No;  a  whit^man  taking  a  black  man  out  of  his  house  and  whipping  him  and 
scourging  him  is  very  well  calculated  to  exasperate  him, 

Quetition  Were  the  negroes  any  more  likely  to  be  exasperated  by  the  words  of  the 
preacher  than  by  the  outrages  perpetrated  upon  them  by  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Well,  you  know  the  words  of  the  preacher  might  mislead. 

Qtiestion.  Any  more  than  the  whip  of  the  Ku-IClox  ? 

Answer.  Well,  that  would  have  a  tendency  the  other  way ;  it  would  tend  to  intimi- 
date them  and  make  them  afraid  to  assail  the  whites. 

Question.  We  were  talking  about  exasperating  the  negroes. 

Answer.  It  might  exasperate  them,  and  they  might  be  airaid  tc^'ii 
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Qt/esfkm.  Then  the  object  of  this  organization  is  to  overawe  and  intimidate  the  ne- 
groes? 

Answer.  Well,  it  would  tend  to  prevent  his  assuming  equality  with  or  snperioritj 
over  the  white  race ;  any  assumption  of  superiority  woulu  not  be  tolerated  by  the 
white  race. 

QueatUm.  If  the  negroes  should  be  intimidated  in  that  way,  would  it  not  give  the  white 
race  some  control  over  them  f 

Anmoer,  It  does.  I  have  no  doubt  that  negroes  have  been  deterred  from  doin||E 
things,  finom  acting  disre^>ectfully,  by  the  violence  of  the  Ku-Klux — negroes  who  might 
otherwise  have  done  so. 

QuesUon.  May  not  control  so  gained  be  used  to  influence  his  voting  f 

Jnstcer.  It  might ;  they  might  control  the  negro's  vote  by  fear. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  Ku-Klux  are  composed  of  men  too  good  to  do  that  f 

Answer.  Well,  you  say  "  too  good ; "  I  do  not  think  they  have  acme  it. 

QnesHon.  I  mean,- do  you  think  they  are  too  upright  in  their  purposes  for  that  ? 

Answer.  1  reckon  some  of  them  might  do  it ;  I  do  not  say  they  would  not ;  bat  I 
know  of  no  case  of  their  having  done  so.  It  is  strange  to  me  that  I  have  never  heard 
of  these  acts  of  violence,  the  keeping  of  the  negroes  away  from  the  polls  that  Msger 
Hargrove  speaks  of,  aud  such  as  are  reported  in  this  newspaper ;  but  I  never  did  see 
them.  Sometimes  you  will  see  either  party  grab  one,  and  try  to  electioneer  with  bim, 
but  not  to  prevent  him  from  voting.'    • 

Question.  Ton  think  the  operations  of  the  Eu-Klnx  are  for  the  purpose  of  intimidat- 
ing the  negro  and  keeping  him  in  his  proper  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  one  of  their  objects,  where  they  think  he  is  disposed  to  be 
troublesome* 

Question.  And  yon  think  that  having  so  intimidated  him,  it  gives  the  white  people 
control  over  him  T 

Answer.  Well,  it  has  that  tendency. 

Question,  Does  it  have  that  effect  f 

Anstcer.  Sometimes,  but  not  always. 

Question.  You  think  the  purposes  of  the  Ku-Klnx  are  too  elevated  to  use  that  control 
thus  gained  to  influence  the  negro  in  the  matter  of  voting  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  *'  too  elevated ; "  I  would  not  use  that  term  about  secret 
organizations.  If  I  was  just  to  say  "  yes''  to  your  question,  it  would  be  put  down  that 
I  would  say  they  were  too  elevated  for  that. 

Question.  I  expected  you  to  say  that  they  were  not ;  and  if  you  had  said  they  were 
not  too  elevated  for  that,  I  should  then  have  asked  you  whether  to  use  that  control  in 
that  way  was  a  less  crime  than  that  of  murder,  which  they  sometimes  commit. 

Answer.  Yes;  intimidation  is  a  less  crime  than  the  crime  of  murder. 

Question.  And  the  use  of  a  control  obtained  in  that  way 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  have  ever  sought  to  control  his  vote  by  fear.  I  will 
stand  on  that  before  my  people,  that  thete  is  no  well-authenticated  case  where  the 
negro  was  attempted  to  be  controlled  in  his  vote  by  fear.  If  there  has  been,  it  never 
has  come  under  my  observation ;  and  I  think  such  a  statement  as  that  would  be  oat- 
side  of  the  facts. 

Question.  You  said  there  was  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  appointment  of 
Judge  Kirby  T 

Answer.  Yes ;  liot  with  me  personally,  for  being  allied  to  him,  and  believing  him  to 
be  an  honest  man.  I  was  rather  pleased  with  it. 

Question.  Was  tnat  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  republicans  T 

Answer.  No,  not  upon  the  part  of  the  republicans,  though  they  wanted  Judge  Har- 
vey.   Kirby  was  removed  after  this  Ku-Klux  aftair,  and  Harvey  was  appointed. 

Question,  You  said  that  Judge  Kirby  was  a  good  lawyer  f 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not  say  that ;  I  said  he  was  a  good  man,  a  man  of  pretty  £Eur  abil- 
ity ;  and  we  thought  he  would  be  honest,  and  try  to  do  about  what  was  right.  May- 
be I  did  say  he  was  a  good  lawyer.  He  was  a  little  country  lawyer,  and  nobody  ever 
thought  he  would  be  judge. 

Question,  The  man  you  wanted  appointed  was  Mr.  Printup  f  i 

Answer,  No,  I  was  hoetile  to  him,  though  he  was  a  very  intelleotui^  man,  and  an 
admirable  lawyer. 

Question,  You  were  very  much  opposed  to  his  appcnntment  f 

Answer,  1  was. 

Question.  Were  the  republicans  opposed  to  his  appointment  f 

Ansufer.  I  think  the  most  of  them  were,  very  much;  they  talked  to  me  that  way. 

Question,  Mr.  Printup  was  a  good  lawyer? 

Answer.  He  was. 

Question,  Was  he  a  man  of  character  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  undoubtedly. 

Question.  I  think  you  said  he  was  reeolnte,  and  rather  damlneerin£f)OQlc 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  both.  o 
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Quetfion.  Did  he  ever  express  himself  in  strong  terms  against  these  Kn-Klux  opera- 
tions previous  to  that  time  f 

Answer,  If  he  ever  did  he  never  did  it  in  my  presence ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  ever 
heard  he  did.  It  was  not  on  that  ground  that  he  was  opposed.  Let  me  tell  you  the 
grounds.  Printup  is  a  northern  man,  and  what  we  termed  a  fire-eater  there  when  the 
war  broke  out ;  he  ran  that  schedule. 

Queaiion.  He  had  gone  there  before  the  war  commenced  f 

Anatoer,  Yes,  sir;  and  when  the  secession  idea  broke  out,  he  ran  that  schedule:  he 
was  on  that  line  j  he  seemed  to  be  rather  ultra-southern,  as  we  call  it.  Well,  tnere 
were  a  great  many  things  said  about  the  colonel.  He  went  into  the  confederate  ser- 
vice, got  command  of  a  regiment,  and  was  very  soon  captured.  He  was  a  prisoner, 
and  we  understood  he  was  treated  well,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing ;  be  had  relatives  in 
New  York,  and  did  not  do  any  more  service.  When  the  war  was  over  he  was  released, 
and  came  home.  There  was  a  heap  of  hard  things  said  about  him  of  one  sort  and 
another ;  bat  I  think  he  was  ^nestly  captured. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  I  do  not  see  the  object  of  the  inquiry  about  Mr. 
Printup. 

Mr.  Pool.  The  point  I  was  endeavoring  to  make 

The  Witness.  You  asked  me  our  objections  to  him. 

The  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  It  seems  that  some  of  the  people  there  were  averse 
to  him  for  some  reason  :  but  it  does  not  seem  to  me  it  is  any  way  important  what  rea- 
BODS  they  had  aeainst  the  appointment  of  this  Mr.  Printup,  especially  as  the  governor 
did  not  appoint  nim. 

The  Witness.  He  did  not,  but  we  were  afraid  he  would.  I  was  so  much  alarmed 
that  I  went  all  the  way  to  Atlanta,  and  begged  Bullock  for  heaven's  sake  not  to 
appoint  Colonel  Printup ;  I  never  had  an  interview  with  Bullock  before. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  You  do  not  think  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Eirby  gave  offense  to  the  repub- 
^  licans  T 

Anawer,  I  think  not;  I  think,  as  a  rule,  they  were  pleased  with  him.  I  know  Har- 
grove was  very  much  pleased,  and  he  is  a  leading  radical.  I  think  the  radicals  liked 
Him  better  perhaps  than  Harvey,  but  it  displeased  the  democrats,  most  of  them. 

Question.  What  offense  had  that  man  committed  who  was  arrested  by  the  troops  f 

Answer,  Our  Heavenly  Father  only  knows  what  offense  he  had  committed. 

Question,  What  was  he  charged  with  f 

Answer,  Never  charged  with  anything,  that  I  could  ascertain. 

Question,  Had  there  been  any  Ku-lUux  outrage  upon  a  plantation  not  far  £K)m 
there  r 

Answer,  O,  yes ;  and  we  supposed  that  was  the  cause  of  his  arrest,  and  so  did  he,  but 
he  never  received  any  intimation  of  it.  The  soldiers  uniformly  declined  to  give  the 
reasons  why  he  was  arrested. 

Question,  Was  he  not  arrested  upon  affidavit  f 

Answer,  I  have  understood  that  he  was  arrested  upon  an  affidavit  made  before  the 
military ;  but  we  never  saw  it. 

Question,  That  affidavit  stated  the  offense  f 

Answer,  I  judge  the  military  knew. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  I  thought  you  stated  it  was  supposed  that  he  was  arrested  on  account  of 
this  attack  upon  the  Methodist  minister  f 

Answer,  We  supposed  so,  but  we  did  not  know ;  and  we  understood  that  there  was 
an  affidavit  before  the  military,  made  by  the  preacher ;  but  we  did  not  know  it ;  we 
never  saw  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Had  there  been  other  Ku-Klox  outrages  in  that  locality  previous  to  that 
enef 

Answer,  It  seems  to  me  that  thero  had  been,  but  I  cannot  remember. 

Quicstion,  Did  the  troops  come  to  that  locality  before  this  outrage  upon  the  preacher  f 

Answer,  O,  no ;  it  was  afterward. 

Question,  Were  they  not  sent  there  in  consequence  of  it  f 

Answer,  We  rather  came  to  the  conclusion  they  were,  but  we  did  not  know. 

Question,  Was  any  man  arrested  for  that  outrage  by  the  State  authorities  f 

Answer,  None  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Question,  Had  any  man  been  arrested  by  the  State  authorities  up  to  that  time  for 
any  Ku-Klux  outrage  in  that  community? 

Answer,  1  am  not  able  to  state. 

Qifev<Mm.  You  do  not  recollect  any  f  ,,    C^r%r%ci\i> 

Answer.  No;  if  any  had  been  arrested,  I  dont  remember  it  now.3' '^^^  ^^  VjUU^ li^ 
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By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland^:) 

Queaium,  Can  you  state  about  what  time  that  waa  f 

Answer.  No j  I  am  very  deticieut  in  my  memory  of  dates,  very  much  wantinjif. 

Queaiian.  Was  it  a  year  ago  last  winter,  in  the  early  part  of  1870 1 

Answer,  When  the  outrage  was  committed  on  the  preacher,  or  when  the  arrest  was 
modef 

Quesliori.  When  the  arrest  was  made. 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  hardly  been  so  lone  as  that :  it  seems  to  me  that  is  putting  it 
lather  far  back ;  I  would  not  speak  positively  as  to  the  date,  but  it  has  been  compara- 
tively of  recent  date;  maybe  it  has  oeen  as  long  ago  as  that,  but  I  do  not  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qwstion.  You  did  understand  that  the  military  were  sent  there  in  consequence  of  iha^ 
outrage  ? 

Ansioer.  That  never  was  told ;  that  was  our  ooi\|eotnre. 

QuesHon.  They  came  thei*e  shortly  afterward  f  * 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  There  had  been  no  arrest  by  the  State  authorities  for  any  Eu-Elux  outrage 
up  to  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  if  there  had  been  any  application  for  process  agttitkBt 
any  one  in  the  county  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Questian.  This  man  was  arrested  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  Stotes, 
taken  into  their  custody,  and  confined  in  jail  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questian.  Was  that  before  Georgia  was  reconstructed  and  readmitted  into  tito 
Union  f 

Aiiswer.  I  think  General  Terry  was  there  then. 

Question.  As  the  military  commander  of  that  district  f 

Ansioer.  I  think  he  was  exercising  military  authority. 

Question.  Georgia,  at  that  time,  was  under  the  reconstmction  acts  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  reckon  so.  The  truth  is,  we  have  been  reconstructed  so  often  dowa 
there,  one  way  and  another,  and  thought  we  were  in  when  we  were  not  in,  that  it 
wiNild  take  some  time  for  me  to  say. 

Question.  Was  it  before  the  last  act  admitting  Georgia  to  representation  ? 

Answer.  When  was  that  act  passed  ? 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  The  act  was  passed  in  December,  1869. 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  been  since  then ;  I  certainly  thought  we  were  reconstruoted 
at  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  are  not  certain  of  it  yet  f 
Answer.  No,  I  am  not. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Had  (Georgia  been  admitted  to  full  representation  in  Congress  sA  that 
time  f 

Answer.  That  is  another  question  I  could  not  answer  directly.  The  most  I  could  say 
to  you  upon  that  question  is,  that  my  understanding  was  that  at  that  time  we  were 
fully  reconstructed.  But  the  act  admitting  our  Representatives  may  not  have  been 
passed ;  you  put  some  in  at  one  time,  and  then  put  them  out  again.  My  under- 
standing was  that  we  were  reconstmcted,  and  the  laws  and  everything  were  progress- 
ing like  we  were  in  the  Union  ;  I  thought  so,  but  I  micht  have  been  mistaken.  We 
had  no  military  control  down  there,  as  a  rule,  at  all,  and  I  think  the  military  had  gone 
away. 

Question.  Under  the  reconstruction  acts  you  had  a  governor  T 

Ansioer.  O,  yes ;  I  think  we  had  different'governors ;  we  had  Judge  Johnson  a  while ;  1 
do  not  know  whether  you  call  him  a  reconstruction  man  or  not ;  I  think  Johnson  was 
simply  appointed. 

Question.  Did  you  not  have  a  governor  under  the  reconstruction  acts  f 

Answer.  I  think  we  had  one  ol  some  sort. 

Question.,  Did  you  not  have  regular  judges  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  part  of  the  time  we  did  not  have  so  regular  judges ;  it  seems  to 
me  that  a  part  of  the  time  we  had  a  military  governor,  but  I  assure  yuu  that  has  been 
so  long  back,  and  there  has  been  so  much  contusion  about  it  all,  I  cannot  toll. 

Question.  Then  this  organization  of  disguised  men  went  to  Judge  Kirby  and  took  him 
from  his  house  f 

Answer.  They  did;  that  is,  the  judge  told  me  so.  ,    ^^  C^r%c^n]p 


QuebtiaUk  And  made  him  go  with  them  to  the  jail  and  demifeS^I(e  wl^sS^rbi  the  pris- 
oner? 
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Answer.  I  think  he  made  them  go  with  him;  I  think  they  told  him  they  would  give 
him  thirty  minutes  to  release  the  prisoner,  and  if  he  did  not  do  it,  they  would  hang 
him. 

QueetUm,  What  power  had  Judffe  Kirby  over  the  imprisonment  of  that  man  f 

Antwer.  None  upon  the  face  of  the  habitable  globe.  He  might  have  had  power  te 
have  spran ted  a  habeas  corpus;  speaking  constitutionally,  and  as  a  lawyer,  I  think  he 
would  have  had,  and  could  have  compelled  thora  to  have  brought  the  prisoner  befora 
him ;  I  mean  as  the  laws  and  the  constitution  had  been  administered  before  the  war. 

Question.  Did  they  demand  ofiiim  to  issue  a  writ  of  habeas  corpusi 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  application  was  made;  I  think  it  was  said  that  the 
military  would  pay  no  attention  to  it. 

Question.  Tbey  told  Judge  Kirby  that  they  would  give  him  a  half  an  hour  to  obtalu 
the  release  of  that  man  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  they  expect  him  to  obtain  his  release  f 

Answer.  Just  as  he  did  it,  by  application  to  the  officer.  Governor  Bullock  removed 
him,  and  I  am  informed  that  he  concluded,  upon  the  whole,  that  he  did  not  act  in  good 
faith;  that  it  was  all  fudge;  that  the  Ku-klux  would  not  nave  hung  him.  Well,  that 
was  an  experiment  Kirby  did  not  desire  to  make. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  they  would  have  hung  him  f 

Anstoer.  I  think  so ;  I  think  the  scare  had  not  got  off  him  when  be  came  to  my  house 
to  see  me.  He  told  me  that  he  never  would  go  back  to  Chattooga  in  the  world,  that 
he  intended  to  sell  every  dollar's  worth  of  property  he  had  there;  he  declared  that  ho 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  troops ;  and  that  when  Governor  Bullock,  or  Terry,  one  of 
them,  told  him  they  were  going  to  send  the  troops  there,  he  begged  them  not  to  send 
them,  that  he  was  perfectly  capable  of  executing  any  process  in  the  world  he  wanted 
to.  But  they  said  they  would  send  them,  that  it  was  necessary  to  strike  terror  into 
these  fellows  over  there. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  the  Ku-Klux  would  have  made  this  display  against  the 
circuit  judge  of  your  State,  and  against  the  military  force  of  the  United  States,  in  be- 
half of  a  man  imprisoned,  unless  he  was  a  member  of  their  order? 

Answer.  That  is  a  pretty  hard  question  to  answer.  For  instance,  I  ])ut  it  to  mvself ; 
suppose  they  had  seized  one  of  our  best  citizens  in  Rome,  and  put  him  in  Jail ;  I  do  not 
know  that  there  would  not  have  been  riot  and  bloodshed ;  it  would  have  been  the 
cause  of  great  exasperation. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  man  after  he  was  released  f 

Answer.  I  was  told  he  put  for  Texas. 

Question.  Has  he  ever  come  back? 

Answer.  Before  I  left  home  I  was  told  that  he  had  come  back. 

Question.  Had  eome  back  there  to  live! 

Answer.  I  was  told  that  he  had  come  back  to  stand  any  charge  that  might  be  made 
against  him :  I  do  not  know  that  ^at  is  the  truth. 

Question.  How  long  a^o  did  this  occur? 

Answer.  I  have  Btate4f  two  or  three  times  that  I  was  not  good  at  dates.  I  might  tell 
something  by  Judge  Kirby's  appointment,  because  he  was  a  judge  but  a  little  while, 
and  he  was  removed,  and  Jud^  Harvey  appointed ;  and  I  am  sure  that  Judge  Harvey 
has  not  been  appointed  over  six  months ;  he  has  run  but  one  set  of  courts,  and  is  now 
running  the  second  set. 

Question.  Can  you  fix  the  date? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  exactly:  a  little  under  or  a  little  over  a  year. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  the  people  of  Georgia  having  control  of  their  own 
afikirs  Hke  other  States  have,  what  do  you  mean  by  that ;  in  what  respect  has  not 
Georgia  the  same  control  that  other  States  have? 

Answer.  Well,  so  far  as  I  now  know^  since  we  are  in  the  Government,  we  will  have, 
unless  yon  interfere  a^ain.  We  were  in  once  or  twice,  that  is,  we  thought  we  were  in, 
but  the  Government  uiought  we  were  not  in  right,  and  we  were  put  out  asain.  Wh^u 
Governor  Bullock  was  elected  the  military  were  there:  my  remembrance  Is  that  they 
bad  control  of  the  ballot-boxes.  I  know  the  feeling  or  the  democratic  party  was  uni- 
versal that  General  Gordon  beat  him  on  a  fair  count  anyhow.  I  will  not  say  that  the 
military  had  g^eral  control  of  the  b^ot-boxes,  but  they  had  control  of  the  places 
where  the  election  was  held. 

Question.  That  is  hardly  germane  to  my  question ;  I  asked  you  in  what  respect  you 
had  not  control  of  your  affairs. 

Answer.  I  say  that  the  universal  impression  and  feeling  with  our  people  was,  that 
even  as  it  was  Bullock  was  not  elected  bv  a  fair  count  of  the  vote.  I  know  Mr.  Hill 
asserted,  on  a  public  cyscasion,  that  General  Gordon,  in  his  opinion,  was  elected  by  horn 
ten  to  twenty  thousand  votes  upon  a  fair  count. 

Question.  That  election  was  under  the  reconstruction  act  ?  C^  r^r^n](^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  Bullock  was  declared  elected.  Digitized  by  ^^0(JglL 

90   ' 


130        CONDITION   OP   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATED 

By  Mr.  Blaib: 
Queation.  And  a  groat  many  white  people,  yon  among  the  number,  were  disfranchindf 
^Tm^r.  Of  coarse  we  were. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Since  Georgia  has  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  in  what  reepeet  doai 
Georgia  differ  from  other  States  f 

Answer.  We  woold  stand  now,  if  we  were  not  interfered  with  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment  

Queetkm,  Not  reconstmoted  over  again  f 

Answer,  Yea,  sir ;  we  do  not  know  but  what  the  Government  will  reoonainteC  is 
orer  again. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QuesUan.  Are  yon  in  the  same  condition  as  other  States  when  you  have  a  gorecnor 
who  was  not  elected  by  the  people  f 
Answer.  In  that  respect  we  may  be  different  from  other  States. 

By  Mr.  Bkck  : 
Qtte8<um.  Did  not  General  Teny  fix  up  your  legislature  t 
Answer.  You  know  what  the  history  of  that  is. 

•         By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

ijuesii(m.  Did  not  the  democrats  turn  out  some  members  simply  because  thej  wece 
black  men  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  the  democrats  mainly,  and  some  of  the  republicans  also  acted  with 
them ;  they  did  not  think  they  were  eligible  under  the  constitution.  I  think  Governor 
Brown  said  that  constitution  had  been  framed  with  reference  to  excluding  them ;  bol 
I  will  not  swear  that. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

QvbesiUm.  Has  there  been  any  erosser  exercise  of  power  and  violence  in  tiie  State 
since  the  war  than  that  exercised  by  Terry  in  Eu-Kluxing  the  le^lature  t 

Answer.  O,  Heavens!  we  thought  that  the  highest  exercise  of  arbitrary  power;  that 
was  the  feeling  of  our  people,  while  we  submitted  to  it.  The  truth  was  we  nei^er 
had  the  disposition  nor  tne  means  to  resist. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Do  you  not  consider  it  a  very  great  outrage,  a  very  great  crime,  for  men  to 
pretend  to  be  Union  soldiers  and  deceive  that  nineteen-year-old  boy  into  going  out 
after  the  Ku-Klux,  and  as  soon  as  they  got  him  out  to  murder  him  Y 

Answer.  I  condemned  it  in  my  conversation  with  this  young  man ;  I  told  him  it  was 
wrong,  that  the  negro  was  a  simple-minded,  credulous  creature,  and  that  they  otig^ 
not  to  have  done  it ;  that  in  my  opinion  I  could  not  successfully  defend  him  belbre  a 
jury,  and  he  had  better  go  away. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  talked  about  in  that  community  that  the  transaction  had 
be^  one  of  that  character  7 

Answer.  I  never  understood  it  so  fo\\y  until  I  understood  it  from  this  boy. 

Question.  Was  it  understood  afterward  f 

Answer,  It  was  understood  by  all  classes  as  an  outrage. 

Question.  And  the  trick/on  him  was  generally  known  and  talked  about  in  that  coBi- 
munity  f 

Answer.  It  might  have  been,  but  I  never  heard  it  unMl  I, heard  it  from  this  boy.  I 
suppose  it  was  an  unmitigated  act  of  outrage,  that  they  made  him  believe  somethiBg, 
%nd  just  went  out  there  and  shot  him. 

Ques^on.  Did  that  young  man  escape  t 

Answer,  He  had  never  l^n  arrested ;  there  was  no  escape  about  it. 

QuMiion,  Had  there  ever  been  any  effort  made  to  arrest  him  f 

Answer,  li  there  was  a  warrant  for  him  I  di,d  not  know  it. 

Qu/ssiUm,  He  ran  away  from  that  county  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  you  would  call  it  a  go  or  a  run ;  he  went. 

Qwstion,  Has  he  come  backf 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  implicate  any  other  parties  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  he  mentioned  another  man.  He  was  very  mad  and 
cursed  a  great  deal,  and  said  that  he  was  a  great  mind  to  go  back  and  kill  aome  of 
the  damned  rascals  that  got  him  into  it.  • 

Question,  He  did  not  cafi  any  other  names  f 

Answer.  He  did  not. 

Question.  Did  anybody  else  leave  that  community  in  consequence  of  ti&at  crime  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  kuow  of.    I  was  consulted  a  few  days  ago  by  the  intlierB  oi  two 


GEORGIA.  131. 

yoong  men  Trho  were  engaged  in  Kn-Klnxing  some  negroes  doTm  abotrt  Thomas's  mill, 
m  my  country,  not  far  from  the  river.  Bnt  there  was  no  violence  done  the  negroes 
that  1  heard  of^  except  to  scare  them,  talk  large  to  them,  and  show  them  their  weapons 
and  tell  them  what  they  could  do  and  what  they  had  done,  that  they  had  killed  a 
hundred  negroes,  or  something  of  that  sort.  Their  fathers  came  to  consnlt  me  ahont 
it*  Governor  Bollock  had  issued  a  proclamation  offering  a  pretty  heavy  reward  for 
them,  and  they  had  run  off.  Yes,  they  told  me  they  took  away  some  arms  the  negroes 
had  at  the  same  time.    They  said  it  was  a  Chtistmas  frolic. 

Question.  Did  they  run  away  T 

j^iswer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  over  the  Alabama  line ;  Qoremor  Bullock  had  offered  a 
VBwaxd  ibr  all  that  class  of  men,  and  their  fathers  came  to  consult  me  about  them. 

Question.  It  was  not  in  consequence  of  this  outrage,  where  the  negro  was  enticed  off 
and  kitied  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

QuesiUm.  You  advised  that  young  man  that  he  had  better  leave  ? 

Answer.  I  did.  The  object  seemed  to  be  to  know  about  what  I  thought  of  his  pros- 
pects of  acquittal ;  he  did  not  want  to  go.  I  think  his  idea  was  that  if  I  thought  I 
could  successfully  defend  him  he  would  stand  his  trial,  and  if  not  he  would  leave. 

Question.  Yon  thought  it  was  a  caae  of  murder  f 

Answer.  1  did. 

Question.  Of  murder  under  aggravated  circumstances  f 

Answer.  I  did. 

Que»^o^4  Did  yon  say  you  purchased  the  railroad  ticket  for  him,  and  helped  him  to 
getofft 

Answer,  I  purchased  a  ticket  for  him  to  New  Orleans,  and  then  gave  him  the  balance 
of  the  money  his  father  sent  to  me.  It  cannot  damage  my  client,  or  I  should  avail 
myself  of  the  rule  that  an  attorney  cannot  be  made  to  reveal  the  secrets  of  his  client 
at  all.  But  I  want  to  give  yon  the  benefit  of  all  the  knowledge  I  have,  and  as  I  do 
not  think  it  will  damage  him,  I  have  no^  made  any  point  upon  it.  Now,  you  know 
that  as  a  lawyer  I  am  consulted  in  hundreds  of  cases.  I  never  advised  or  laid  any 
pba  for  escape,  when  a  man  hae  been  arrested,  to  take  him  out  of  jail.  Bnt  in  ail 
cases  when  men  come  to  me  before  they  are  arrested,  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  my 
jadgment,  and  if  they  pay  me  my  fee,  I  give  them  my  Judgment. 

Q»e9tion,  Was  that  an  overt  act  of  yours  to  enable  him  to  get  away  t 

Answer.  No  efficient  overt  act.  I  would  not  have  lent  him  money,  but  I  could  not 
refuse  to  use  the  money  his  father  let  me  have  for  him ;  I  would  not  have  furnished 
him  with  a  horse  to  get  away  on,  or  anything  of  that  sort.  But  he  came  to  me  for  my 
advice,  and  I  gave  it  to  him  honestly  and  futhfully :  I  told  him  that  he  had  better  go 
away  and  stay  away.  My  advice  to  the  fathers  of  tnose  other  boys  was  that  they  had 
better  not  come  back. 

Question.  Has  the  conduct  of  the  negroes  in  Georgia  been  good,  as  a  general  thing? 
H«rir  have  they  behaved  themselves  since  the  wart 

Ansup&r.  They  have  behaved  themselves  better  than  I  could  have  expected;  better 
than  I  hoped  for.  I  think  the  negro  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  behaved  himself. 

Question.  They  are  generallv  orderly,  quiet,  and  submissive  t 

Answer.  Wonderfully  so.  1  found  one  of  my  own  negroes  the  other  day  in  distress; 
she  came  to  appeal  to  me,  and  it  afforded  me  infinite  gratification  to  relieve  her  from 
her  troubles  and  difficulties^  The  negroes  deserve  great  credit  for  their  behavior,  as 
amle. 

Question.  Is  it  not  almost  universal  that  they  behave  wellf 

Answer.  Most  generally  so. 

.^MMfwm.  There  are  exceptional  eases  of  bad  negroes? 

Answer.  Of  course  there  are. 

Question.  But  as  a  mass  they  behave  remarkably  well? 

Answer.  They  do. 

Question.  Better  than  you  expected? 

Answer.  Much  better. 

Question.  Do  they  not,  as  a  class,  behave  more  orderly  and  better  than  the  white 
people? 

Answer.  I  cannot  sa^  that.  You  see  the  ]^eat  body  of  our  i>eople  are  orderly,  as 
good  a  people  as  there  is  on  the  face  of  the  globe ;  I  do  not  care  if  they  have  been  rob- 
els :  that  makes  no  difference ;  they  were  honest  in  it.  But  we  have  on  element  of 
Whkea  that  are  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  a  great  many  youn^  men ;  some  of  them  were 
in  the  war,  and  there  they  learned  bad  habits  and  bad  traits  of  violence ;  they  have 
personal  altercations  among  themselves,  and  stab  and  kill  a  great  deal  worse  than 
before  the  war. 

Question.  Ate  not  these  acts  of  turbulence  among  the  whites'  moro  numerous  than 
among  the  negroes? 

Answer.  Well,  this  turbulence  and  these  acts  of  organized  violence  are  among  the 
whites ;  I  know  of  none  among  the  negroes  that  I  remember  ot, 
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Question,  Will  yon  tell  ine,  then,  what  danger  to  flociety  it  was  that  this  Kn-Khix 
was  organized  to  stop  f 

Answer,  I  have  told  yon  already  a  half  a  dozen  times— different  dangers  of  different 
sorts ;  one  was  the  tendency  of  the  two  races  to  affiliate. 

Question,  Yon  mean  it  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down  any  organized  vio- 
lence on  the  part  of  the  negroes  against  the  whites  f 

Answer.  No. 

QuestUm,  Nothing  in  the  way  of  insnrrection  T 

Answer,  No ;  hut  then,  again,  the  negro  was  sometimes  impudent,  and  It  was  sup- 
posed that  he  would  be  much  more  so  than  he  was ;  make  the  whites  give  way  to  hi$n. 
This  preacher  came  under  that  rule  in  that  way ;  he  seemed  rather  to  be  preaching 
negro  equality,  and  the  right  of  the  nesro,  backed  by  the  Federal  Government,  to  take 
charge  of  all  of  us  down  there,  ai\d  all  that  sort  of  thing,  and  they  would  not  stand 
that. 

QueMion.  Suppose  a  band  of  disguised  negroes  had  gone  to  a  white  man's  house,  and 
represented  themselves  as  white  Ku-Klux,  and  got  that  white  man  out  with  them,  and 
then  had  murdered  him  under  that  pretext. 

Ansiper,  It  would  have  been  a  bad  case. 

QueitUm,  Suppose  the  negroes  had  done  so  f 

Answer,  It  would  have  been  a  bad  case. 

Question,  Suppose  that  some  leading  republican — some  bad  man  among  the  republi- 
cans you  speak  of— had  permitted  and  assisted,  or  advised  and  assisted,  in  the  escape  of 
the  negroes  who  had  committed  an  outrage  upon  a  white  man ;  what  would  the  demo- 
crats have  said  about  that  republican  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  tbey  would  have  said  anything,  if  he  had  been  a  lawyer  dis- 
charging his  functions. 

Qwstion,  Miffht  not  the  papers  have  abused  him  f 

Answer,  Possibly  they  might;  I  do  not  say  they  would  not.  But  as  a  professional 
man  I  would  have  given  the  advice  to  a  radical  as  well  as  to  a  democrat ;  I  make  no 
distinction  on  that  ground. 

Qnestion,  Would  you  have  taken  the  risk  of  having  done  so  if  it  had  been  a  negro 
who  had  been  engaged  in  such  an  outrage  as  thatf 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know ;  I  defended  a  iiegro  some  time  ago  against  the  leading 
men  on  the  mand  jury  with  more  zeal  and  ability  than  I  ever  defended  a  white  man  in 
my  life.  I  mought  he  ought  not  to  have  been  indicted ;  there  seemed  to  be  a  great 
zeal  to  convict  him,  but  I  got  the  Jury  to  acquit  him  in  defiance  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  grand  jnry.  I  do  not  think  I  have  made  any  difference  between  a  radical  or  a 
democrat  in  my  profession  in  the  courts. 

Question,  I  unaerstand  you  in  one  of  your  answers  to  use  about  this  language :  "If  J 
am  asked  if  I  am  loyal  to  the  Government,  and  I  would  say  I  was,  I  would  not  tell  the 
truth." 

Answer,  I  said  a  great  deal  more  than  that. 

Question,  What  do  you  mean  by  the  word  "  loyal?  " ' 

Answer,  Well,  there  are  two  kinds  of  loyalty ;  one  is  the  loyalty  of  force,  where  a 
man  may  be  afraid  of  bayonets  and  the  power  of  his  government,  and,  therfore,  he  may 
support  that  government  and  sustain  it  by  his  taxes,  and  even  go  to  war  if  he  is  com- 
pelled to  do  so,  while  in  his  soul  he  mi^ht  hate  it,  believing  it  to  be  despotism.  In  my 
opinion,  true  loyalty  can  only  exist  in  the  affections  of  a  man,  and  can  only  arise  ^m 
a  conviction  that  the  government  blesses  him,  that  its  power  is  used  for  tbe  protection 
of  his  person  and  property. '  Such  loyalty  I  had  when  the  war  commenced  toward  tlite 
Fedenu  Government ;  ^  had  it  all  through  the  war,  though  I  was  in  tbe  confederate 
^"^Ottjyess;  I  never  saw  the  day  when  I  would  not  have  come  back  into  the  Union. 
Mark  me,  I  would  not  have  come  back  except  as  an  equal  State  in  the  Union  \  I  wonm 
stand  by  mv  section.    Lives  there  a  man  on  earth  with  soul  so  dead,  ^^.? 

Question,  You  say  there  are  two  kinds  of  loyalty  t 

Answer.  Tes ;  there  is  a  loyalty  of  force,  which  the  British  government  gets  from  the 
Irish. 

Question,  Ton  mean  a  loyalty  that  submits  to  force  without  resisting  it  f 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  There  is  another  loyalty,  from  the  heart  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  where  you  love  the  government  on  account  of  its  blessings. 

Q^uestion,  Which  loyalty  is  it  that  you  do  not  possess  f 

A  newer.  The  loyalty  of  the  heart ;  I  have  not  affection  for  the  acts  of  the  Government ; 
I  do  not  believe  the  measures  of  the  Government  are  right ;  I  would  alter  them  If  I 
could,  by  the  ballot. 

^lestion.  Yon  draw  a  distinction  between  the  measures  of  the  Govemmeni  and  tbp 
Gk>vcmment  itself! 

Answer.  I  do.    I  am  very  much  In  favor  of  republican  government.  j 

Question.  This  is  not  the  only  republican  covemment  on  the  globe.'OOQlC 

Ajistver.  I  suppose  you  call  Ir'rauce  a  republic ;  Switzerland  is  a  republicT 
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OuMft'on.  So  18  San  Domiimo. 

AtuvDer,  Tea,  after  a  fashion. 

QuegUon.  Ton  aay  yoa  draw  a  distinction  between  the  measores  of  the  Goyenmient 
and  the  Govemment  itself  f 

An$war.  Tes,Ido. 

QHestUm.  Have  yon  the  loyalty  of  the  heart  tow«rd  the  Government  itself,  of  which 
you  spoke. 

Answer,  I  have  not  the  loyalty  I  had  before  the  war,  and  nerer  shall  have,  nnless  I 
am  allowed  the  rights  of  a  citizen:  X  never  shall  love  the  Government  nnless  I  an. 
aBowed  the  rights  of  a  citizen:  by  the  Constitntion  I  am  now  deprived  of  them. 

QuesUcn,  Suppose  your  disaoilities  were  removed,  wonld  yoa  uien  have  a  loyalty  oi 
^  heart  toward  the  Government  ? 

Answer,  A  great  deal  more  thim  I  now  have,  because  I  should  feel  that  it  was  my 

f^vemmenty  and  now  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is.  It  is  yours,  you  who  have  the  power ; 
cannot  do  anything  at  alL  But  then  it  would  be  our  Government,  and  I  would  go  to 
work  with  you,  and  meet  you  on  the  stump  and  talk  about  alterations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, Ac 

QuettUm,  If  those  amendments  which  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress  has  put 
into  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  involving  eqqality  of  rights  for  colored 
men,  are  all  to  staud  as  ihey  are,  would  you  prefer  the  (^vemment  of  the  United  States. 
or  a  separate  government,  under  which  separate  government,  of  course,  you  oonla 
remedy  all  that  thing  f 

Answer,  By  George !  that  is  a  pretty  hard  question.  I  have  been  powerfully  opposed  , 
to  the  severance  or  the  Ctovemment ;  I  think  we  would  then  have  forty  little  petty  ' 
tyrants,  as  in  Europe. 

QnesMon.  Do  you  think  the  southern  white  people  of  your  State,  or  your  part  of  it — I 
am  not  speaking  of  yourself--do  you  think  thj&t  timse  people  love  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  so  much  as  not  u>  prefer  to  have  a  con&derate  government  or  a 
separate  government  in  its  place  ? 

Answer,  I  tell  you  there  £9  a  heap  of  them  would  prefer  ^a  separate  government  to 
that  state  of  things. 

QjUestUm.  Is  that  the  prevailing  sentiment'f 

Answer,  It  would  be,  with  the  knowledge  that  there  could  be  no  change. 

Question,  That  the  three  amendments  of  the  Constitution  are  to  standi 

Answer,  That  is,  that  they  could  not  control  snfflrage  for  themselves,  that  there  should 
be  universal  snffirage  among  the  negroes,  and  disqualification  of  themselves  for  office  t 

Qusstion,  Subject  to  the  action  of  Congress? 

Answer,  They  wonld  not  be  satisfied  to  live  under  the  Government  in  that  way ;  I 
think  thev  would  live  under  it,  but  I  would  not  bet  on  them  if  there  was  a  fair  chance 
to  throw  It  off:  I  would  not  bet  on  them  in  the  event  of  a  foreign  war,  and  a  serious 
difficulty,  and  1  am  bound  to  say  so.  The' Federal  Government  might  have  trouble, 
and  a  heap  of  it. 

Question,  It  wonld  have  trouble  fieom  the  rearf 

Answer,  I  t)iitik  it  would. 

Question,  You  think  the  Federal  Government  is  in  danger  by  letting  this  reconstruction 
poucy  stand  ? 

Answer,  It  would  not  be  for  a  long  time ;  we  have  a  hope,  glimmering  as  it  is,  that 
when  all  the  e^ltement  of  the^war  has  passed  off,  when  all  the  smoke  has  cleared  off, 
80  that  the  sober-minded  men  of  the  North  can  see  things  in  their  true  light,  you  will 
rectify  it.  I  believe  if  the  democratic  new  departure  goes  on,  and  the  democrats  em- 
brace the  negroes  of  the  South  and  control  them,  as  I  think  they  would,  I  think  you 
republicans  would  be  wanting  right  straight  to  tdke  the  back  track.  I  may  be  mistaken, 
hot  I  think  you  wonld  say  directly,  *'We  have  made  a  mistake  with  these  infernal  ne- 
groes which  we  have  set  free ;  they  now  take  up  with  our  enemies,  and  they  are  not 
entitled  to  sufirage.''  I  may  be  mistaken  in  that,  but  if  such  a  thing  as  that  mi^ht  not 
happen,  you  may  shoot  me.  I  think  if  the  democrats  should  set  their  minds  to  it  they 
eoula  control  the  negro  population  Just  as  employers  do  their  under-strappers ;  if  they 
should  say,  "  You  must  go  with  me,  or  you  cannot  work  on  my  plantation,  you  cannot 
ride  my  horses ; "  not  shoot  him,  not  use  any  violence,  but  just  influence  him  in  that 
way,  I  think  that  they  could  do  it.  I  never  said  a  word  to  a  negro  on  my  place  in  my 
life  about  voting. 

Question.  You  had  reference  to  a  foreign  war,  a  matter  in  which  the  Government 
abonld  feel  great  interest  t 

Answer.  It  ought  to,  and  ought  to  have  a  united  people. 

'Question,  Do  you  think  there  would  be  danger  in  that  direction  f 

Answer,  There  certainly  would  be  danger ;  if  the  people  of  the  South  had  concluded 
that  this  was  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government  forever,  that  the  two  races  were  to 
be  equally  entitled  to  rights,  in  some  of  the  States  the  black  race  dominating  the  white 
race,  I  think  they  would  try  to  get  out  if  they  saw  daylight. 

Question,  When  there  is  an  organized  movement  of  such  widespread  dimensions  as 
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this  Eu-KlaX)  composed  entirely  of  democrats,  does  it  Dot  strike  you  as  i)robab)e  that 
that  organization  has  some  view  to  action  in  case  there  Aiould  be  a  oollifiioD  betweea 
this  countiy  and  some  foreign  power  7 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  ever  entered  into  their  calculations. 

Qnestion,  Would  it  not  bo  a  most  eflBicient  organization  in  that  event  ? 

Answer.  It  would,  of  course,  wlierivor  there  was  such  an  organization. 

Qu^ion.  Does  not  the  existence  of  such  an  organization  greatly  enhance  tlie  duiger 
to  the  Government  in  the  event  of  war  f 

Answer.  It  would. 

Question-  Do  you  suppose  those  southern  men  who  were  so  oamcstly  encaged  in  the 
iiebellion  and  inaugurated  it  believed  they  were  doing  wrong  when  they  did  ao  f 

Answer,  Some  did,  and  some  did  not.  I  say  they  believed  they  were-  doluK  wiob|(  ; 
let  me  qualify  that.  I  think  Mr.  Yancey,  for  instance,  who  was  a  man  of  intelleot^  and 
whom  I  knew  personally,  and  Mr.  Rhett,  those  lifelong  secessionistt^,  were  the  nost 
dangerous  class  of  men  in  the  South  and  in  the  counn-y.  But  I  believe  they  were 
honest  men,  though  very  dangeiou^i,  and  they  would  overturn  the  Government.  I 
knew  Rhett  well,  and  talked  with  him  a  great  deal ;  he  talked  very  seriously.  I  do 
not  know  but  that  is  revealing  some  of  the  secrets  of  the  confederate  congress,  but  not 
to  hurt.  He  absolutely  threatened,  in  the  early  stage  ul  the  revolution,  to  n^e  Sooth 
Oarcdina  secede  again  from  the  confederacy,  showing  that  he  is  a  revolatioifiat ;  bat  be 
was  honest. 

Qutstum,  I  am  not  speaking  of  an  exceptional  Case  like  Mr.  Yancey. 

Answer,  There  were  a  whole  class  of  politicians  like  him. 

QuesHon,  As  a  general  thing,  did  the  people  believe  they  were  right,  that  tb^  were 
justified  in  doing  what  they  did  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that.  I  teU  you  that  my  State,  on  a  fair  vote  of  the  people,  was 
50,000  for  the  Union ;  and  they  dared  not  bring  back  the  question  of  seceasiou  to  the 

Seople  of  Georgia.    As  Mr.  Yancey  said,  it  was  a  plan  laid  to  precipitate  the  eotton 
tates  into  a  revolution. 

QvLssUon,  Have  they  r^ented  of  it  t 

Answer.  The  masses  f 
.   Quesiien,  No,  the  leading  men  who  control  Georgia  f 

Answer,  Well,  some  of  them  were  very  honest  in  that;  they  thought  there  was 
danger.  There  were  two  classes  of  men ;  there  was  Yancey  and  his  squad,  who  wanted 
a  separate  government,  and  they  just  seized  upon  slavery  as  a  means  of  influendng'lhe 
people.  Tney  had  this  grand  scheme  of  conquering  Mexico  and  Central  America  and 
putting  them  on  with  the  Southern  States,  and  then  importing  African  ^labor  as  fioon 
as  aoutnem  sentiment  would  permit  it,  and  so  develop  a  cotton  republic* that,  in  their 
opinion,  would  be  the  most  powerful  government  in  the  world. 

Question,  After  the  war  had  commenced,  after  the  State  had  gone  out  and  seceded, 
then  waa  there  a  general  jfeeling  among  the  .people  there  to  go  with  their  State! 

Answer,  Their  was.  But  you  did  not  let  me  get. through.  There  was  another  olaas 
of  politicians,  like  Toombs  and  other  men,  who  really  thought  the  rights  of  the  South 
were  in  danger  in  the  Union ;  but  I  think  that  as  soon  as  they  went  into  the  war  they 
were  imbued  with  the  idea  of  a  separate  government. 

Question,  After  the  war  commenced  the  great  body  of  the  people  believed  they  w#re 
right  in  going  with  their  State  f       • 

Answer,  Ti^y  did. 

Queetum,  They  fought  the  United  States  under  tha^impression  ? 

Answer,  Under  that  impression  and  force  together.  I  0])po6ed  the  infernal  oonecript 
measures  in  the  confederate  congress.  The  people  had  quit  fighting  and  wanted  to 
stop,  and  we  hoped  to  break  their  plans  and  bringtho  States  together  again. 

Question,  Have  those  men  who  inaugurated  this  secession  movement,  and  those  who 
afterward  followed  them,  repented  of  it  as  having  been  a  crime  f 

Answer,  Not  all  of  them.  I  speak  of  the  prevailing  common  sentiment.  I  think  the 
masses  have  repented  in  sackcloth  and  ashes.  *^  Common  men  T'  God  bless  you !  there 
were  50,000  majority  of  Union  men  to  start  with.  They  were  sorry  they  started  \  they 
were  sorry  the  war  went  on ;  there  never  was  an  hour,  if  they  could  have  helped  them- 
selves that  they  would  not  have  done  so.  But  they  had  not  the  machinery  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  they  were  conscripted  and  made  to  fi^ht.  I  know  that  they  wi^it^  to 
stay  under  the  emblem  of  liberty— the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

Question,  They  were  sorry  all  the  time  f 

Answer,  Of  course  they  were. 

Question,  There  was  no  repentance  on  their  part  f 

Answer,  As  a  matter  of  course. 

Question,  The  people  of  Georgia,  as  is  the  case  with  the  people  of  most  of  the  Southern 
States,  have  generally  been  controlled  by  leaders  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  my  observation  is  that  they  are  vcxv  much  so  in  all  States. 

Question,  Are  they  not  very  much  under  the  control  of  leaders  now  f 

Answer.  In  Georgia  f  ^ 
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QueiU^m.  Yes,  especially  the  democratic  portion  of  them  f 

AMmer.  I  do  not  thiojk  there  are  men  in  Georgia  with  the  same  inflaenoe  that  Bntler 
and  Wilson  have  in  Massachusetts. 

QueetioH,  Have  they  very  much  inflaencef 

Answer,  I  donbt  very  mneh  if  they  have ;  however,  they  are  not  peculiar  in  being  led 
by  leaders,  in  my  opinion. 

Qiuviwm,  Do  you  believe  these  secession  leaders  have  repented  of  their  acts  f 

Answer,  Very  few  of  them. 

QucBtUm.  Are  they  not  principally  under  disabilities  now  f 

Amwot.  Some,  but  the  worst  men  among  them  have  been  pardoned  by  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  put  at  the  head  of  the  present  radical  government  down  there,  and  that 
ja  the  worst  element  of  discontent  amcmg  us.  How  can  I  stand  it  to  see  Brown,  wh« 
persecuted  me  all  through  the  war,  put  at  the  head  of  the  government,  and  with  more 
influence  with  General  Grant  than  any  other  man  in  Georgia  f  How  can  I  stand  that  t 
I  think  Mr.  Lincoln  had  a  strong  dbmmon-sense  view  of  the  question,  and,  as  he  talked 
to  me,  he  seemed  to  understand  that  there  was  an  element  at  the  South  of  which  he 
coold  have  made  a  great  loyal  ^»iurty,  and  which  would  have  controlled  this  Govern- 
ment for  all  time  to  come.  But  in  your  quarrel  with  Johnson  you  took  up  the  negro 
element  and  made  a  parbr  out  of  that. 

Question,  You  have  said  that  you  believed  the  removal  of  disabilities  £rom  those  men 
would  have  a  wholesome  effect  upon  the  affairs  of  the  State  of  Georgia  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  would. 

Question,  Are  not  the  colored  people  in  favor  of  that? 

Answer,  So  far  as  I  have  obs^ed,  they  are  infinitely  more  generone  than  those  old 
grown-up  fire-eaters  who  have  been  pardoned  by  the  Gk>vemment  and  continue  to 
mleua. 

Question,^Doe&  not  that  entitle  the  colored  people  to  very  kind  treatment  from  those 
menf 

Answer.  I  will  be  swamped  if  it  does  not:  and  they  have  it  from  me. 

Questum.  How^  then,  do  you  Justi^  the  Ku-Klux! 

Answer.  Justify  the  Ku-Klux!  Good  Heavens!  Just  listen  to  him!  Do  I  justify 
themf  -  - 

(^esHon.  You  say  it  was  fpr  a  ffood  purpose. 

Answer,  I  say  it  is  for  a  f^xA  purpose,  and  that  they  have  aeted  wrongly  in  some 
things..  If  at  any  time  there  is  anything  so  bad  that  society  cannot  stand  it,  we  can 
get  together  in  a  moment  and  rectify  it.  For  instance,  if  we  haye  a  riot  among  the 
jMigroes,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  we  can  control  them  in  a  short  time. 

QuesHoiK  We  had  a  little  bit  of  an  argument  upon  an  ecclesiastical  question  a  few 
moments  »&y. 

Ansicer.  Yes.     ' 

Question.  And  you  called  upon  your  knowledge  of  Sodpture  in  instancing  the  parable 
ci  the  returning  prodigaL 

Answer.  Yes. 

The  Chatbman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  *  I  think  we  had  better  leave  the  iax>digal  out;  I  do 
not  think  it  is  worth  while  to  institute  a  parallel- bet  ween  thereturniiig  South  aad  tiM 
returning  prodigal. 

The  Witness.  Why,  God  bless  you,  I  am  perfectly  willing  he  should  talk  about  that, 
for  1  think  I  know  as  much  about  that  as  lie  does.  The  prodigal  returned,  and  hon 
father  fell  on  his  neck  and  mftde  much  of  him ;  but  if  the  old  gentleman  had  collared 
him  and  commenced  kicking  him,  I  ttonk  he  would  have  been  ready  to  peg  out  agaia. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  14, 1871. 

Hon,  AUGUSTUS  R.  WBIGHT,  (examination  continued.) 

WrrNBSS.  There  is  one  explanation  I  would  like  to  make  before  my  examination  is 
resumed.  I  observe  that  the  Chronicle  this  morning  reports  mo  as  haviug  toiitiiied 
yesterday  that  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ^xjeted  in  every  counU*  of  the  Stute.  That 
18  a  great  mistake.  I  did  not  so  testify.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  tlic  organi- 
zation exists  except,  as  I  remarked  yesterday,  in  localities  about  iu  the  State.  Ihero 
are  only  a  few  places  where  I  have  any  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  any  orj;auizu- 
tions  of  that  sort ;  two  or  three,  I  think,  would  cover  it,  but  iu  diiierent  i)ortit)ns  of 
the  State. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
QuestUm,  In  how  many  counties  of  the  State  do  you  think  the  organization  jIocs 
exist,  from  what  you  have  heard,  as  well  as  from  your  ovru  personal  ubKtjrvatioiv,/ 
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Answer,  I  tfainky  sir,  firom  my  own  observfttion  aad  ttom  fwAA  of  tdiiish  I  oMy  saj- 1 
have  a  pretty  ^ood  knowledge,  that  there  are  three  oonoties  where  1  thmk  there  havo 
been  organizations,  and  probably  are  now ;  that  is^  there  are  throe  looulities  wkere  I 
have  known  of  these  disguised  men  committing  these  depredatiotis,  and  where  I  have 
reason  to  believe  the  Ku  Klnx  existed. 

QucBtUm,  What  counties  are  those  to  which  yon  refer  t 

AnBioer,  One  is  the  county  of  Chattooga.  As  I  remarked  before,  I  think  the  oi]gan- 
izatioD  has  existed  in  that  and  one  or  two  acyoining  oonnties  along  on  the  Alabama 
line. 

Question,  How  many  counties  do  yon  embrace  in  that  statement  f 

Anmoer,  I  sbonld  inclade  Floyd— only  a  small  portion  of  the  coanty  along  the  lino  of 
Chattooga  County ;  and  in  the  county  of  Walker,  also  along  the  line,  I  thiSk  there  are 
some  men  who  have  engaged  in  these  operations  in  disguise.  I  think  that  those  throe 
bounties  are  all.  I  think  there  are  some  m«n  in  F|pyd  and  Walker  who  opeiate  with 
the  Chattooga  men,  and  a  good  many  from  Alabama,  over  the  line. 

QoeatioA.  Are  those  the  only  counties,  so  far  as  you  know,  in  which  the  orgadfsatMft 
exists? 

Anawsr,  No,  sir.  There  is  the  coanty  of  Polk  right  below  us,  due  south  fhwn  Floyd. 
As  I  stated  yesterday,  a  client  of  mine  came  up  to  see  me  about  one  hundred  disguised  and 
amed  men  who  had  sent  him  a  note  by  a  negro.  He  was  a  democrat.  You  asked  mo  if  I 
knew  any  democrat  who  has  been  Ku-Kluxed.  I  think  this  gentleman  votes  the  deiiuH 
cratic  ticket.  In  his  case  there  wa^  a  family  difficulty  originating  about  a  marriage.  I 
suppose  from  that  fSetot  there  is  an  on^nization  there.  I  never  had  any  intimation  of  it  • 
until  a  few  days  ago.  The  week  betore  last,  I  think,  the  doctor  was  at  my  bouse  and 
staid  all  night.  Tnen  I  was  on  a  visit  in  a  county  on  the  other  side  of  the  Stato-— on 
the  Savannah  River,  in  the  county  of  Wilcox— the  county  in  which  Mr.  Toombs's  town 
is  situated.  I  was  stopping  at  my  friend  Colonel  Thomas  Barksdalu's,  twenty  miles 
£x>m  the  village  of  Washington  on  the  Savannah  River.  There  were  twenty-five 
disgoifiod  men  who  rode  by  his  house  one  morning  about  day-break.  Those  are  the 
places  where,  according  to  the  reasons  I  have  given,  1  think  there  were  these  locai 
organizations. 

QtiMtum.  They  all  came  lyder  your  personid  observation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  to  some  extent.  As  to  Polk  County,  I  got  my  information  from  ths 
doctor,  who  showed  me  the  note  that  had  been  sent  to  him  by  a  negro. 

QuesiMn,  In  what  counties  have  you  heard  of  this  or^nization  Operating  f    • 

Answer,  I  have  heai'd  of  depredations  in  the  city  of  Columbus.  At  that  place,  Ash- 
bum,  who  was  a  pretty  prominent  man,  was  killed  by  disguised  men.  The  maaauet  of 
his  killing,  however,  rather  led  me  to  believe  that  there  wajs  nothing  liko  an  organiza- 
tion. There  seemed  to  be  but  few  men  engaged  in  that  affair.  I  think  tliey  killed  him 
in  the  city  of  Columbus.  The  affair  happened,  1  believe^  in  1863.  Ashburu  was  a 
prominent  politician.  I  forget  whether  he  was  a  Southern  man,  or  a  Northern  man 
who  had  been  South  before  too  war.  He  had  been  an  overseer  of  a  plantation,  and  was 
stkid  theii  to  be  living  in  a  state  of  adultery  witha  n0gro  woman  in  Columbus,  (I  do  not 
know  whether  that  was  so,)  and  that  he  abandoned  his  family  in  deiiance  of  publie 
sentiment.    These  are  rumors  or  reports ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  their  truth. 

QuesHan,  In  what  other  counties  have  you  heard  of  the  organization  existing. 

Answer.  Jn  the  county  of  Cherokee  I  have  heard  of  riots  and  troubles,  and,  I  think, 
the  whipping  <^  a  man  whom  I  knew,  very  well  when  I  practiced  law  in  that  county-— 
who  was  a  desperate  bad  man — a  gambler  and  a  thie£  Whether  they  whipped  him 
fat  his  politics  or  not  I  do  not  know ;  whether  he  was  a  radical  or  not,  I  do  not  know } 
but  I  think  I  may  say,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  he  was  a  wretchedly  bad  man.  Ho 
was  whipped,  and  I  was  told  run  out  of  the  county ;  and  I  reckon  it  was  so. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  colored  men  being  whipped  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  sure.  It  seems  to  me  tlu^t  I  heard  not  a  great  while  ago  of  Mime 
case  where  they  whipped  a  negro. 

Question.  In  what  other  county  have  you  heard  of  the  organization  t 

Answer.  Adkins,  who  I  believe  was  a  senator  from  Warren,  was  killed;  but  I  am  not 
sure  about  his  county.  I  did  not  know  the  man ;  but  he  was  a  member  of  the  legisli^ 
ture.    I  think  he  was  killed  by  die!g[m8ed  men,  but  only  two  or  three  oi  them. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  whipping  in  that  county  t 

Ausujer.  No;  there  ^nay  have  been  whippings  there,  but  X  think  that  was  the  only 
thing.    That  county  is  distant  from  me  a  gooalong  ways. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  of  any  other  counties  where  you  have  heard  of  theaeosih 
rages  being  committed  f 

Anstcer.  There  was  some  killing  douo  in  the  city  of  Savannah  or  about  there*  My 
rcmembraucu  is  not  detiuite  on  that  x>oint.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  aflair  was  rather  in 
the  nature  uf  a  riot.  There  were  some  negroes  killed  there.  I  think  the  affair  waa  in 
the  nature  of  a  riot  about  the  polls.    I  do  uot  think  the  men  were  disguised. 

Quesiioii.  Do  you  recollect  any  other  county  f 

Answer.  I  do  uot  recollect  auy  other  in  that  State.    Across  the  line  I  doubt  not  thara 


GEORGIA.  137 

mre  otben  that  I  have  heard  of,  but  they  hare  passed  out  of  my  mind.    In  foot,  I  am 
tttM  there  were  others. 

Quevtiam.  Was  not  a  jndffe,  who  had  been  foreman  of  a  grand-jnry,  kiUed  in  yonr 
year  State,  •r  was  that  in  Alabama  f 

Ansuser,  I  do  not  remember  the  incident;  it  may  have  oconrred;  IwonMnotsay 
whether  it  had  or  not. 

jQfmtkm,  Bow  abont  Snmter  Gonnty  7 

Aitmger.  Sumter  Conuty  is  ven'  remote  from  the  region  in  which  I  live.  I  think  I 
have  heard  some  mmors  of  dimcoltiee  in  Sumter,  but  I  cannot'  give  you  particulars 
whether  th^  were  white  men  or  nesfroes. 

4i>ttmHon.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  of  these  outrages  in  Jackson  County  f 

^Aiuwer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  satisfied  I  have  heard  of  others,  but  I  cannot  undertake  to 
dedicate  that  county  as  one  of  them. 
'    Quetikm,  Didyouhear  of  any  in  .Clarke  f 

Anncer.  I  do  not  remember  now  of  any  other  county ;  but  I  am  sure  I  have  heard  of 
08Bie  others. 

Que$tUm,  How  about  Oglethorpe  f 

Anawar.  Was  it  in  Oglethorpe  or  Washington  County  where  they  shaved  Bryant's 
unless  tail,  and  committed  some  depredations  of  that  sort  t  Those  were  disguised  men, 
I  b^eve.  He  is  a  lawyer  and  was  at  court,  and  I  was  informed  that  they  painted  the 
■Mie^  shaved  its  tail,  and  committed  some  depredations  of  that  kind. 

QtitHcm,  Did  yon  hear  of  anv  whippincs  there  f 

An»met.  I  do  not  think  I  did.  Yes,  these  twenty-five  disguised  men  that  I  saw  at 
Colonel  Bariudale's,  I  was  told,  had  whipped  a  nc^ro. 

QueaHon.  Have. yon  heard  of  any  occurrence  of  this  kind  in  Morgan  County  f 

Anmoer.  I  cannot  remember  that  1  havef 

iivestkm.  Walton  f 

Aimter,  I  cannot  remember  anything  by  the  name  of  the  countv. 

Qwalum,  Did  you  hear  of  a  member  of  the  legislature  being  whipped  in  that  region 
of  ceuntry  f  Did  ypu  hear  of  the  case  of  Alfired  Richardson,  a  colored  member  or  the 
legislaturef  * 

Anmcer,  If  I  did,  it  has  passed  from  my  mind.  I  have  ^an  indistinct  recollection  of 
the  name  of  Richardson. 

Quettion,  These  counties  to  which  you  have  refiorred  are  in  different  localities,  scat- 
tered over  the  State  f 

Anmom',  Yes,  sir :  they  are  diffused  over  the  State. 

OuetMmi,  You  said  that  the  Judges  in  your  State  were  inoompetent  t 

Ammeer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  they  were  men  who,  as  a  rule,  were  not 
much  known  as  professional  men  before  the  war.  A  great  many  of  them  are  men 
whom  I  appreciate.  We  have,  vou  know,  a  great  many  brethren  at  the  bar  who  are 
not  very  much  gifted  with'  information  or  genius,  but  still  we  apj^^eciate  them  as 
good  sober  kind  of  men. 

^uevfiMm.  You  have  no  Bi>ecial  complaint  against  your  judges  f  [Witness  hesitates.] 
Is  it  a  fitur  bench  in  the  main  f 

Atuneer.  1  think  it  is  a  frdr  bench  in  honesty,  but  not  in  capacity. 

QmeatUm.  Is  your  supreme  court  a  good  bench  in  capacity? 

Ansv>€r,  McCov,  who  is  a  republican,  is  a  man  of  'capacity.  So  is  Warner ;  he  is  an 
eld  and  able  Judge.  Lochrain  is  an  Irishman,  and  I  nave  a  poor  opinion  of  his  ca- 
paeity.  He  belongs  to  what  is  .called  the  aristocracy—did  b^ore  the  war  and  still 
OSes.  He  is  a  man  of  social  habits ;  drinks  a  good  deal.  I  do  not  think  much  of  hia 
eapaoit^;  and  I  do  not  think  the  democratic  l^islature  will  confirm  him. 

QiteaitMn,  How  many  Judges  are  there  on  the  supreme  bench  f 

Anawer.  Three. 

Qii^sikm.  Two  of  them  are  men  of  legal  capacity  f 

Antyotr,  They  are. 

Queaiion,  Is  your  Bni>reme  court  a  court  of  appeals  f 

Anrnter,  Wefl,  yon  may  call  it  a  court  of  appeals.  We  take'cases  up  by  writ  of  error. 
We  dio  not  appeal,  technically  speaking.  We  have  cases  that  we  appeal  from  the  lower 
court  to  a  mgher,  that  they  may  be  tried  over  again.  But  in  the  supreme  court  we 
never  try  anything  but  a  controversy  of  law. 

QfnesHon.  Then  you  can  carry  to  the  supreme  court  any  question  of  law  t 

Ammcer,  Yes,  sir :  we  can  carry  up  any  case  where  we  think  the  Judge  below  has 
ened  in  deotding  tne  law. 

Question,  So  that  you  may  correct  any  errors  of  law  conmiitted  by  the  circuit  court 
btechf 

Ant¥j«r.  Yes,  sir. 

QmmtUnu  Do  you  think  that  Governor  Bullock  ever  pardoned  men  except  upon  peti'^ 
tions  signed  by  Teq[»ectab]e  citizens  and  asking  for  the  pardon  f 

Anmoer.  I  do  not  say  that  at  all.  I  presume  there  were  petitions  for  the  pardon  of 
ffmtj  man  who  has  been  pardoned,  and  probably  those  petitions  were  signed  by  some 
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respectable  men ;  bnt  that  he  hae  pai^doaed  a  great  manv  who  ought  not  to  hare  boon 
pardoned  I  am  satisfied.  But  I  reckon  bXL  the  pardons  have  been  granted  ^pon  peti- 
Jous. 

Question.  Has  there  been  a  habit  among  respectable  farmers  of  the  oonntry  to  ask 
^  for  tJUe  pardon  of  colored  men  that  tbey  might  have  them  back  on  their  farms  to  work  f 

Anmoer,  No,  sir;  I  cannot  say  that  there  has  been  any  sach  habit. 

Qveatwn.  Has  not  that  frequently  been  the  case  when  colored  men  were  put  in  the 
penitentiary  for  minor  offenses  f 

Atmo€r.  Such  cases  may  have  occurred.  They  have  not  come  under  my  observation. 
I  do  not  rem^ber  any  case  where  a  farmer  applied  for  a  pardon  in  order  to  procure 
the  labor  of  a  negro. 

QuesUon.  You  have  no  difficulty  in  convicting  negroes  who  are  charged  with  offenses 
before  your  courts  t 

Anmcer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  sometimes  thought  that  they  were  convicted  a  little  too 
easily.  I  have  felt  ^eved  sometimes  when  I  have  seen  black  men  convicted  in  cases 
where  I  thought  white  men  would  not  have  been. 

QuesUon.  You  think,  then,  there  is  a  disposition  rather  to  convict  the  negroes  than  to 
acquit  them  f 

Anmoer.  I  think  a  negio,  if  charged  with  crime,  is  more  easily  convicted  than  a  whit-e 
man.  I  am  afraid  so,  uiough  there  is  more  iustice  done  to  the  negro  now  than  injus- 
tice, a  great  deal.  I  have  sometimes  defended  colored  men  very  successfully.  I  de- 
fended one  not  long  ago  against  the  whole  power  of  the  grand-jurv  and  acquitted  him. 

(jueition.  You  say  you  have  not  known  any  of  these  Ku-Klux  to  be  convicted 
except  in  the  case  referred  to  by  Mr.  Forsyth  t 

Answer.  No  such  case  occurs  to  me.  As  I  remarked  yesterday,  two  who  were  tried  in 
my  county  were  acquitted.  I  acted  as  their  counsel.  1  do  not  remember  any  convic- 
tion.   The  truth  is,  I  do  not  remember  any  other  trial. 

QuesUmt,  You  say  that  the  governor  offered  large  rewards  for  the  apprehension  and 
exposure  of  persons  guilty  of  these  outrages  f 

Aumcer.  I  do  say  that  the  rewards  have  been  of  imheard-of  and  unreasonable 
amounts. 

QriwiMn,  In  that  class  of  cases  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

QnesiUm*  Were  not  his  rewards  principally  for  that  class  of  cases  ? 

Answer,  Well,  there  were  a  good  many  for  that  class  of  offenses,  but  certainly  not  all, 
by  any  means.  There  seemed  to  be  a  peculiar  mania  with  the  governor  to  offer  a  high 
rewaid  for  a  white  man  who  killed  a  negro  under  any  state  or  fetcts,  even  if  he  did  it 
ki  a  ^ght,  an  ordinary  collision.    He  seemed  to  have  a  mania  on  that  subject. 

QtiesUon*  Would  not  the  fact  that  notwithstanding  the  great  number  of  these  Kn 
Elux  o^itrages  in  various  parts  of  the  State  none  had  been  prosecuted,  be  a  very  good 
reason  why  the  governor  snoold  offer  rewards,  and  lar^e  rewards,  in  that  class  of  cases  f 

Answer.  Well,  if  it  were  not  for  involving  some  friends  of  both  sides  politically,  I 
would  teU  what  I  Imow  about  a  combination  that  was  a  verv  unholy  one—against  law 
and  justice  and  everything  else — to  bring  in  some  of  those  fellows  for  whom  rewards 
had  been  offered,  for  purposes  of  speculation.  But  I  do  not  want  to  tell  that  The 
rewards  may  have  had  the  effect  of  procuring  the  arrest  of  some  men  who  would  not 
have  been  arrested  otherwise ;  but  tney  have  also  had  the  effect  to  introduce  a  system 
of  absolute  eaufibling  in  arrests  to  get  rewards. 

QaeatUm,  As  so  many  outrages  had  been  committed  by  these  Ku«Klux  in  diffe^nt 
parts  of  the  State,  scattered  in  widely  different  localities,  and  as  no  one,  so  far  as  yon 
rocoUect,  had  been  brought  to  trial  except  in  one  case  in  which  you  have  mentioned, 
was  not  that  a  good  reason  why  the  governor  should  offer  heavy  rewards  in  that  class 
of  offenses  f  ' 

Answer.  You  see  the  reward  had  reference  to  the  arrest;  an^  I  do  not  know  that 
there  has  been  any  difficulty  in  the  arrest  of  these  men.  Thev  have  been  arrested 
without  trouble,  without  rewards,  so  far  as  I  have  observed.  Thosein  Floyd  County 
without  any  reward  were  arrested  instantly  by  the  citizens  and  brought  up. 

QwBsiion,  They  were  the  men  whom  you  defended  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QtiesUon,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  trial  except  that  one  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qwsium.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  arrest,  except  in  that  case,  for  a  Ku-Elux  offense  T 

Answer.  There  were  the  arrests  in  Floyd,  and  those  over  in  Cnattooga. 

QuesUon.  That  was  in  pursuance  of  a  reward  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Except  in  those  two  case^,  has  anybody  been  arrested  in  any  part  of  tj^e 
State  for  offenses  of  this  character  f 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  do  not  recollect  any  more  arrests  now ;  they  do  not  occur  to  me,  but 
I  have  never  known  of  any  more  difficulty  in  making  arrests  for  these  dffenses  than 
any  other.    There  might  be  more  difficulty  in  convicting,  but  there  is  no  difficulty,  I 
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tbmk,  in  airestinff,  I  do  oot  think  there  is  any  difficulty  justifying  the  coring  of 
these  rewards.  If  I  am  correctly  informed,  Governor  Bollock  has  paid  a  single  man 
f<T,000  for  an  arrest. 

Question.  You  have  reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Forsyth  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  totally  different  man.  I  think  there  was  six  or  seven  thousand 
dollars  paid  to  the  sheriff  of  Chattooga  County,  and  Mr.  Forsyth  got  a  part  of  it.  But 
I  have  reference  now  to  another  case — the  case  of  a  man  hy  the  name  of  Murphy.  I 
think  he  has  been  paid  $6,000  for  arresting  men.    I  was  so  informed  by  the  sheriff. 

Quesium,  These  outrages  have  been  committed  principally  on  colored  men,  have  they 
not? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUan,  And  the  £ftct  that  a  colored  man  is  more  apt  to  be  convicted  in  your  courts 
than  a  white  man — in  other  words,  that  justice  is  not  evenly  balanced  between  th«* 

races 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  a  very  delicate  subject.  I  think  the  negro  is  a  little  more 
eaeily  convicted,  but  I  do  not  think  it  amounts  to  anything  like  corruption.  I  think 
it  originates  from  the  natural  inequality  that  has  existed  between  the  races  heretofore. 
It  IS  difficult  for  a  white  man  to  bring  himself  up  to  regard  the  right  of  a  negro  with 
the  same  sacredness  as  that  of  a  white  man ;  which,  I  think,  we  ought  to  do.  I  have 
occasionally  felt  mortified  when  I  saw,  as  I  thought,  that  the  negro  was  more  easily 
convicted. 

Questi&H.  Taking  the  two  facts  together,  that  the  negro  who  commits  an  offense  is 
more  easily  convicted  on  account  of  the  local  prejudice  against  him,  and  the  other  fact, 
that  the  great  bulk  of  these  outrages  by  the  Ku-Klux  (who  have  not  been  arrested) 
have  been  committed  upon  ne|p:oe&— do  not  those  two  facts  taken  together  present  a 
case  in  which  the  executive  arm  ought  to  shield  tlie  colored  man  t  ion  complained 
that  Governor  Bullock  seemed  to  favor  the  colored  man. 

Atiawer.  I  said  he  seemed  to  have  a  sort  of  mania  on  the  subject  of  offering  rewards 
£w  the  arrest  of  white  men  who  bad  killed  negroes,  no  matter  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  occurrence. 

Question.  I  ask  whether  the  facts  I  have  just  mentioned  do  not  present  a  case  in 
which  the  executive  arm  ought  to  have  been  raised  especially  in  defense  of  the  colored 
racef 

Answer,  Well,  my  opinion  is  that  the  governor,  as  the  executor  of  the  law,  ought  to 
be  perfectly  impartial,  and  ought  to  know  neither  white  man  nor  black  man.  In  my 
opinion  that  would  be  his  precise  duty.  I  complained  a  little  just  now  that  sometimes 
the  white  man  does  not  do  the  black  man  aU  the  justice  that  be  ought.  I  do  not  think 
that  he  ought  to  do  him  more  than  justice  or  that  he  ought  to  be  more  vigorous  in  ar- 
resting a  white  man  for  killing  a  negro  than  in  arresting  a  negro  for  kiUing  a  white 
man.  I  do  not  think  the  governor  can  be  justified  in  uie  enormous  rewards  he  has 
olEered  and  paid.  My  opinion  is  that  it  is  a  system  of  favoritism  to  pay  particular  men 
the  people's  money.  I  do  not  think  Governor  Bullock  a  good  governor.  As  I  told  you 
yesterday,  I  think  he  is  more  defiajit  of  public  opinion  in  what  he  conceives  to  be  an  hon- 
est, faithful  administration  of  the  State  government  than  any  man  I  ever  knew  to  be  in 
power.  I  certainly  have  no  personal  prejudices  against  him,  for  he  has  done  me  no 
^raonal  wrong  in  any  way. 

Question.  He  seems  to  be  especially  defiant  of  that  public  opinion  which  is  antago- 
nistic to  the  negro  T  • 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  is  certainly  very  defiant  of  that. 

Question.  I  will  reverse  the  form  of  my  question.  Suppose  there  had  been  great  num- 
bers of  outrages  committed  by  negroes  upon  white  men,  as  great  as  have  been  committed 
by  the  Ku-Klux  upon  negroes,  and  that  none  had  been  brought  to  justice  or  even 
arrested ;  and  suppose  there  was  a  disposition  in  the  community  to  convict  white  men 
more  readily  than  negroes,  would  you  think  theexecutive  would  be  doing  wrong  to  raise 
his  arm  to  shield  the  white  man  against  that  inequality  t 

Answer.  O,  I  do  not  think  he  does  wrong  to  raise  his  arm  to  shield  either  the  white 
man  or  the  negro ;  I  think  it  is  his  solemn  duty  to  protect  both.  But  it  is  one  thing 
to  raise  the  executive  arm  jproperly  according  to  law,  and  another  thing  to  do  it  wrong- 
foUy.  My  idea  is  that  he  simply  usee  the  treasury  for  the  purposes  of  plunder,  to  give 
the  public  ihoney  to  his  £ftvontes.  I  will  not  mention  names,  but  I  will  state  a  case 
which  is  a  direct  answer  to  your  inquiry.  He  offered  not  long  ago  a  very  large  reward 
Iw  the  x>erpetrators  of  a  certain  act  of  violence  committed  in  the  county  of  Floyd  last 
Christmas— a  case  of  Ku-Eluxing  some  negroes ;  but  there  was  no  whipping  or  other  actual 
hodily  violence  done.  The  negroes  were  frightened  by  tbe  exhibition  of  the  Ku-Klux 
miiforms  and  arms,  and  by  theii'  lar^e  talk.  There  was  an  application  made  to  me  to 
know  whether  it  would  do  to  bring  m  two  or  three  young  men  who  were  lying  out  on 
A^coont  of  that  difficulty,  that  those  who  brought  them  in  might  ^et  the  reward.  There 
^as  a  combination  of  a  democrat,  a  radical,  and  one  whose  politics  I  do  not  know,  to 
£pt  the  reward;  and  they  had  proposed  to  these  young  men  to  come  in  and  deliver 
wemselves  up,  representing  that  they  could  not  be  convicted,  that  the  proceedings 
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would  not  ftmoont  to  any  thing,  and  that  if  they  wonld  eome  in  and  deliver  themaelTM 
np,  the  reward  oould  be  obtained,  and  they  wonld  divide  i(  up  among  themaelvM,  and 
these  fellows  were  to  get  a  part  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Queatian.  As  to  these  rewards  which  the  governor  has  ofiered,  were  they  to  be  paid 
except  on  conviction  7 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  for  the  apprehension  of  the  offenders.  That  is  my  rem«n> 
brance ;  but  I  will  not  positively  so  state,  though  I  am  pretty  confident. 

Question,  It  has  been  stated  by  other  witnesses  that  the  rewards  were  only  to^  be 
paid  on  conviction. 

An^oer,  That  can  be  settled,  and  I  will  have  it  settled.  Bht  my  impression  is  that 
the  rewards  were  payable  upon  the  apprehension  of  the  offenders.  They  may  possTUy 
have  been  payable  on  conviction,  for  I  recollect  it  was  said  that  the  penalty  wotUa 
not  be  heavv  npon  these  men  even  if  they  were  convicted — that  they  would  be  amply 
compensated  after  the  judgment  of  the  court.  In  that  case  there  was  no  killing— taa 
offense  consisted  only  in  the  terror  created  in  the  minds  of  those  colored  people.  The 
punishment  would  have  been,  perhaps,  a  fine  and  a  small  imprisonment.  I  know  ii 
was  supposed  that  the  young  men  would  be  amply  oompensated  for  ooming  in  and 
debvering  themselves  up. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question,  In  point  of  fact,  did  not  offering  the  rewards  have  the  effect  to  interest 
democrats  as  well  as  republicans  in  arresting  the  Kn-Klux  f 

Answer,  WeU,  not  honestly  and  faithfully.  I  think  that  the  Kn-EIux  or  men  who 
understood  the  oi^p^anizatiou  got  a  lai^e  part  of  these  rewards.  I  think  the  Ku-Elnx 
and  the  radicals  divided  it.  Why,  in  Chattooga  County  the  solicitor  general  got  seven 
hundred  dollars.  He  got  it,  as  he  says,  as  a  lawyer's  fee ;  bnt  the  circumstances  were 
these :  The  promise  was  made  to  him  that  if  he  would  go  down  and  exert  his  influ- 
ence with  Governor  Bullock  to  get  the  reward  for  certain  parties,  they  would  give  him 
so  much. 

QtiesUon,  He  got  that  as  a  lawyer's  feef 

Ansioer,  That  was  the  view  he  took  of  it ;  he  thought  that  he  had  a  right  to  take  it; 
he  got  a  part,  and  I  think  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux  fiutemity  got  a  large  part ;  that 
is  my  opinion. 

Question,  If  one  of  these  men  who  got  this  reward  paid  a  part  of  it  for  a  horse  or  a 
house,  would  it  not  be  Just  as  fair  to  sav  that  the  man  who  sold  the  house  or  horse  got 
a  part  of  the  reward  as  to  say  that  the  solicitior  general  got  a  part  of  the  reward 
in  the  case  you  mentioned  f 

Auftwer,  1  do  not  know  that  he  got  a  part  of  the  reward ;  but  I  think  that  he  admits 
that  he  got  the  money  in  the  way  I  stated,  for  using  his  influence.  Now,  I  think  a 
lawyer  is  justified  in  defending  in  court  the  greatest  horse-thief  or  other  criminal  that 
ever  lived ;  I  would  do  so  if  he  was  able  to  pay  me :  but  it  is  another  thing  to  go  to 
the  legislature  or  the  governor,  and  on  the  strength  of  official  influence  get  them  to 

Say  out  the  public  money ;  I  hardly  think  that  comes  within  the  range  of  professionai 
nty ;  but  there  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion  on  that  subject.    I  Uke  Mr.  Forsyth, 
and  think  he  is  a  very  dlever  young  man,  as  a  rule. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Yon  said  there  were  two  or  three  young  men  charged  with  having  gone  in 
disgnise  and  perpetrated  some  sort  of  an  outrage  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  the  good  men  of  the  community  undertaken  to  arrest  them  and  bring 
them  in  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of:  there  never  had  been  any  application  for  their  arresti 
so  far  as  I  heard,  until  the  publication  of  this  reward. 

Question,  There  had  been  nothing  done  to  arrest  them,  and  they  were  lying  out  T 

Answer,  Nothing  had  been  done  that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  lying 
out.  I  rather  think  they  were  »t  home  till  the  reward  was  offered,  and  then  they  ran 
away. 

Question,  They  were  arrested  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  were  not  arrested. 

Question,  Ought  they  not  to  have  been  arrested  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  reckon  that  any  man  who  violates  ttie  law  ought  to  be  arrested ; 
but  unless  somebody  makes  an  application  for  it 

Question,  The  reward  procured  their  arrest,  did  it  notf 

Answer.  It  has  not  yet.  It  procured  this  combination  to  have  them  come  in  and  di- 
vide the  reward  among  themselves. 

Question.  Have  they  been  tried  t  •  C^nr 

Answer,  No;  they  have  not  come  in.    I  advised  them  not  J/i'^^fe^eHii^u  told  them 
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ihe  aeheme  was  simply  a  plundering  of  the  treasnry,  and  I  did  not  tliink  any  honest 
man  evoht  to  participate  In  any  snch  operation. 

Quesium.  Then,  even  the  reward  does  not  bring  them  in  f 

Answer,  It  did  not  bring  them  in  in  this  case ;  they  have  not  come  in. 

Question,  In  such  a  state  of  thin8»  do  you  not  think  the  governor  ought  to  offer  a  re- 
paid to  induce  someb<5dy  to  act,  n  nobody  will  act  without  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  "  what  is  everybody's  business  is  nobody's  business.''  I  suppose  it  is 
as  WQch  my  business  to  have  these  men  arrested  as  anybody  else's. 

Queeiion,  1  think  so. 

Answer,  Now,  if  the  negroes  had  made  application  in  that  case  I  suppose  a  warrant 
would  have  issued,  and  the  men  would  have  been  arrested  or  run  out  of  the  country. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  practice  of  the  Ku-Klnx  to  threaten  negroes  whom  they  whip, 
that  if  they  give  information  of  the  matter  and  underiake  to  have  them  arrested,  they 
trill  come  DMk  and  whip  them  again  or  do  them  some  other  damage  f 

Answer.  That  may  be  the  practice,  but  we  have  hundreds  of  cases  where  negroes 
^ve  had  these  men  brought  up.  I  am  now  defending  a  man  charged  with  rax>e.  The 
woman'  Aid  not  hesitate  to  have  him  arrested;  and  he  is  a  farmer  of  considerabl* 
property. 

Question.  He  committed  a  rape  f 

Answer.  She  swears  that  he  did ;  he  says  that  he  did  not. 

Question.  It  is  not  supposed  that  the  rape  was  committed  by  any  of  the  Ku-Klnx  f 

Answer.  O,  no. 

QuestUm.  The  case  has  no  connection  with  that  organization  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesUon.  I  am  speaking  of  the  Ku-Klux ;  and  I  asked  if  it  is  not  their  liabit  to 
6ureaten  their  victim  that  if  he  gives  information  against  them  they  will  visit  him 
again  T 

Answer,  It  may  be ;  I  do  not  know.  I  think  it  very  probable  they  would  make  such 
tfar^eats,  but  I  do  not  know  any  case  of  that  sort. 

Qussiiton,  Would  not  snch  threats  deter  the  victims  firoih  coming  forward  to  Have  the 
offenders  brought  to  justice  f 

Answer,  In  some  cases  it  would.  With  a  man  or  woman  of  weak  nervous  tempera- 
ment, that  might  be  the  effect ;  on  some  it  would  have  a  contrary  effect. 

Question,  Would  not  that  be  a  reason  why  rewards  should  be  offered  in  this  specific 
class  of  cases  f 

Answer,  Well,  it  might  be,  provided  the  rewards  were  reasonable  in  amount.  Our 
gOTomors  used  to  offer  $100  for  the  apprehension  of  a  thief,  and  perhaps  $150  or  |200 
lor  a  murderer.  That  was  before  the  war  They  never  went  into  the  business  in  such 
sums  as  $4^,  $5,000,  $6,000,  and  $7,000. 

Question .  Did  you  ever  hear  of  organized  bands  of  disguised  men  in  various  portions 
of  your  State  before  the  war  f  ^ 

Answer,  Not  o^n. 

Question.  You  mentioned  a  case  where  a  negro,  charged  with  robbing  a  white  man. 
Was  pursued  by  the  community  and  caught,  ana  you  had  to  intervene  m  order  to  pre* 
Vent  nis  being  hanged  before  he  had  been  put  in  jail. 

Answer.  That  was  last  week,  or  week  before  last. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  snch  rising  up  of  the  people  to  pursue  any  of  the 
Ku-Klux  who  have  whipped  negroes  ? 

Answer,  No^  sir,  I  never  did ;  but  m  v  opinion  is  that  if  it  had  been  a  white  man  who 
robbed  that  iellow,  the  people  would  have  been  after  him  with  a  sharp  stick — as  much 
as  they  were  after  the  negro.  You  see  that  case  of  robbery,  as  well  as  the  murder, 
was  done  in  open  day,  wit£ln  five  miles  of  the  city,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  ex- 
asperation. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  this  Ku-Klux  organization  (of  whose  purposes  you  seemed 
yesterday  to  think  rather  favorably)  a  reasonable  remedy  for  the  corruptions  practiced 
by  Governor  Bullock  and  other  officers  of  the  State  government  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  it  affects  that  matter  In  any  way.  I  do  not  think  Qov- 
6mor  Bullock  cares  anything  about  the  Ku-Klux ;  I  do -not  think  he  is  afraid  of  them  : 
therefore  I  cannot  say  that  tney  have  had  any  tendency  to  restrain  him ;'  and  I  should 
not  think  their  tendency  wt)nld  be  to  keep  him  from  indulging  in  these  expenditures. 

Question,  I  did  not  ask  that  question. 

Answer.  You  asked  me  if  I  thought  these  organizations  had  any  tendency  to  prevent 
the  corruptions  of  the  State  government ;  I  say  that  I  jdo  not  think  they  have. 

Question,  I  ask  whether  this  organization  is  any  reasonable  remedy — such  a  remedy 
as  a  reasonable  man  would  adopt — ^for  these  corruptions  f 

Answer.  The  remedy  is  not  a  suitable  one. 

QuesUdn.  Is  there  any  evil  in  that  community  for  which  this  Ku-Klux  organisation 
would  be  a  reasonable  remedy  T  If  so,  what  is  it  T  C^  r\r 

Answer.  You  put  in  that  word  "reasonable  t"  3'^'^^^  ^y  VjUi 

Ques^on.  Yes,  sir;  I  mean  any  remedy  which  a  man  of  reason  and  judgment  would 
adopt. 
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Answer.  It  certainly  is  not  the  remedy  I  Tfould  adopt ;  but  there  are  tones  trher©  I 
on  my  judgment,  could  bat  say  that  justice  in  the  abstract  had  been  done;  but  that  ^ 
not  quite  my  way  of  doing  justice.  I  want  to  do  justice  according  to  organized  law. 
Justice  is  very  frequently  done  by  jnst  taking  a  rellow  np  and  hanging  him ;  but  I 
want  J4istice  administered  according  to  law  and  the  principles  of  good  government. 

Question.  And  you  say  that  justice  can  be  done  in  a  case  where  the  charge  is  against 
a  negro,  for  your  juries  rather  lean  to  conviction. 

Answer,  In  mj  opinion,  justice  can  be  done  in  the  courts,  as  a  rule 5  and  I  think  that 
our  people  are  improving  in  the  administration  of  justice  to  the  negro.  I  thtnk  that 
we  will  bring  ourselves  up  to  the  point  of  administering  justice  to  the  negro  equally 
with  the  white  man. 

Question,  Are  not  a  large  majority  of  your  county  officers  in  Georgia,  magistrates, 
and  others,  democrats  f 

Amxcer,  In  the  lower  part  of  Georgia  the  negroes  are  largely  in  the  ascendency. 

Question.  I  put  the  question  as  to  the  State  at' large. 

Answer,  You  want  me  to  state  the  average  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  I  think  the  democrats  have  a  mtjority  of  the  county  officers. 

Question.  In  the  whole  State  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  is  it  in  your  district,  where  these  outrages  by  Kn-Klux  have  occurred  t 

Answer,  Nearly  all  our  officers  are  democrats,  because  that  is  a  white  region.  We 
are  not  in  what  was  strictly  called  the  "  cotton  belt." 

Question.  In  th^t  region  where  the  outrages  you  have  been  detailing  occurred,  and 
whore  the  Ku-Elux  organizations  have  been  operating,  you  have  nearly  all  the  county 
officers  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  nearly  all  the  subordinate  officers.  The  republicans  have  tSie 
judges,  and  we  generally  have  the  clerks,  sheriffs,  &c. 

Question,  The  corruption  and  malpractice  of  the  local  officials  have  been  assigned  bv 
some  witnesses  as  a  reason  for  the  Ku-Kluxiug[  in  their  localities.  As  I  understand, 
there  is  no  complaint  of  corruption  or  malpractice  on  the  part  of  your  county  officers  T 

Anewer.  I  do  not  remember  anv  case  of  that  sort. 

Question,  Nothing  of  the  kind? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Blodgett  and  Mr.  Burnett  were  put  in 
charge  of  the  State  railroad  by  Grovernor  Bullock ;  did  yott  say  that  Blr.  Burnett  had 
any  control  in  the  management  of  that  road  T 

Anewer,  Burnett  held  some  office  down  there  thatT  I  never  heard  of  befbre.  It  may 
have  been  an  office  that  existed  according  to  law :  I  never  examined  into  it.  Mr.  Bur- 
nett is  a  citizen  of  mv  town,  and  I  asked  what  office  he  had,  and  in  reply,  some  office 
was  mentioned  which  I  had  never  heard  of.' 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Was  he  not  an  agent  on  the  road  t 

Answer,  It  seems  to  me  he  was  some  sort  of  an  aceat,  or  assistant  superintendent. 
Some  such  position  as  that  waar  mentioned  to  me  as  the  one  which  he  filled. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Ihe  manner  in  which  you  stated  the  matter  yesterday  would  (Mem  to 
in£cate  that  Mr.  Burnett  had  some  power  of  independent  action ;  that  he  was  not  A 
mere  agent. 

Answer,  O,  no;  I  did  not  mean  to  convey  that  impression.  Blodgett  was  the 
superintendent,  and  Burnett  was  a  subordinate  man  to  Blodgett.  Blodgett  was  osok^ 
sidered  the  superintendent ;  and  Burnett,  I  think,  ranked  next  to  hinv  according  to 
my  understanding ;  he  did  at  least  in  salary,  whether  he  did  in  power  or  not. 

Question,  Who  is  the  attorney  general  of  your  State  f 

Answer.  I  think  my  friend.  Colonel  Farrow,  is  the  attorney  genial  now. 

Question,  Is  he  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  He  .was  a  republican;  he  ran  for  governor  against' Bullock,  and  waa 
defes^ted.  • 

Question,  Did  he  run  as  a  democratic  candidate  f 

Answer.  No ;  he  ran  as  a  republican  candidate  in  the  oonvention ;  but  Bollock  beat 
him.  I  do  not  know  which  i>arty  he  acts  with  now.  There  was  soiae  difiOk)iilt3r 
between  him  and  Bullock.    The  republicans  rather  divided  into  two  wings. 

Question.  Is  he  an  honest,  upright  man  f 

Answer.  Well,  there  are  a  good  many  people  in  Crcorgia  who  .would  kill  me  for  sajin 
•  so,  but  it  is  my  honest  conviction  that  he  is  an  honest  man.    He  is  my  personal  frie~ 
and  I  believe  him  to  be  an  honest  man. 

Question,  A  man  of  ability  f  C^  \ 

i[fl0U;er.  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 


OBORGU.  148 

Qpieaitkm.  A  good  lawyer  f  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  feur  lawyer. 

QuesUon,  A  man  of  character  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  be  salts  me  verj  well ;  but  he  is  very  obDoxious  now  to  a  large 
portion  of  our  people;  they  think  him  a  Tery  bad  man ;  they  lay  a  great  many  things 
to  his  charge ;  but  I  do  not  believe  them,  because  I  know  him  personally.  I  believe 
he  is  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honor ;  and  I  know  he  will  fi^t,  for  he  fought  a  duel 
lately.    That  is  a  good  sign. 

Question,  What  would  he  a  good  way  to  break  up  the  corruptions  in  regard  to  these 
lailroad  matters  f  Could  there  not  bo  a  proceeding  before  your  courts  by  way  of  inform 
mation  f 

Answer,  Yes ;  they  are  bringing  such  proceedings  before  the  courts  every  day. 

Question.  By  information  filed  f 

Answer.  By  legal  proceedings  of  one  sort  or  another.  Some  are  brought  in  one  way 
and  some  in  another.  For  instance,  there  is  a  bill  now  pending  charging  these  frauds 
in  the  lease  of  the  road. 

Question.  Has  the  attorney  general  taken  any  action  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  takes  any  interest  in  that. 

Question.  Is  it  not  his  duty,  if  the  State  is  being  defrauded,  to  file  some  information, 
and  have  the  matter  investigated  f 

Answer,  Well,  it  might  be. 

Question,  From  your  statement  I  should  presume  the  proof  of  fiaud  and  coiruption  to 
be  very  plain  T 

Answer,  I  think  it  is. 

Question,  Why  does  the  attorney  general  hold  back  and  decline  to  act  f  He  has  the 
power,  and  it  is  part  of  his  duty,  is  it  not  f 

Answer,  I  am  thinking  how  far  it  would  be  his  duty  ex  officio  to  get  up  a  thing  of 
that  sort.  I  do  not  think  it  would  come  within  the  range  of  his  duty,  unless  there  was 
some  proceeding  filed  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia  uy  order  of  the  governor  or  the 
Wfialature. 

Question,  Might  not  any  of  the  citizens  have  kiformation  filed  in  the  name  of  ttie 
State  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  they  might ;  but  it  might  be  set  aside.  I  am  thinking  whether 
it  would  or  not.  That  is  a  legal  question  which  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  to  answer. 
If  you  are  a  lawyer,  perhaps  you  are  as  capable  of  answering  it  as  I  am. 

Question.  I  am  not  acquaiBte<^  with  the  laws  of  Georgia ;  I  could  answer  it  as  regards 
my  own  State. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  statute  on  the  subject,  but,  on  general  principles,  I 
am  doubtful  how  far  the  State's  attorney  would  be  authorized,  on  the  appUoation  of  a 
single  individual^  to  file  a  bill  to  set  aside  a  contract  made  between  the  State  of  Geozjna, 
of  which  the  individual  is  a  citizen,  and  other  men  who  are  defrauding  the  State.  The 
citizen  has  an  interest  as  a  tax-payer ;  yet  I  do  not  think  a  mere  citizen  could  do  it ;  I 
think  it  would  require  State  action. 

Question.  I  happen  to  know  that  it  has  been  suocessfhlly  done  in  two  or  three  instances 
in  my  own  State  withoi]|t  any  statute. 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  it  could  not.  I  am  not  certain  but  that  I  could  file  a  bill 
myself,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  could.  How  far  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  State's 
attorney  to  prosecute  the  case  I  am  at  this  moment  in  doubt ;  perhaps  a  citizen  would 
be  required  to  i^ply  to  an  ordinary  attorney,  and  to  pay  him  a  fee. 

Qwestion.  As  soon  as  a  case  goes  into  court  in  the  name  of  the  State,  the  att(»ney 
general  appears  ex  officio  t 

Amswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Governor  Brown  is  making  a  million  of 
dottars  a  year  on  that  raihtMui  f 

Answer.  I  said  yesterday  that,  aceordiog  to  his  admission  the  other  day,  he  made  in 
the  month  of  March  $128,000  gross  income ;  and  taking  the  ordinary  running  expenses 
under  the  administration  of  the  road  before  the  war,  wheii  Dr.  Lewis  was  superintend- 
ent, the  expenses  then  being  a  little  under  or  over  $30,000  a  month.  Brown  could  pay 
into  tiie  State  treasury  the  tsntire  rental  of  the  road,  and  leave  him  a  dear  margin  of 
nearly  a  million  dollars  a  year— between  $800,000  and  $900,000. 

Question.  Then  I  was  not  mistaken  in  supposing  that  according  to  your  Judgment  he 
is  making  a  million  dollars  a  year  out  of  that  ros^  f 

Answer,  In  my  opinion  he  will  make  this  year — ^the  first  year — from  half  a  million  to 
a  million  dollars,  and  as  soon  as  he  can  get  the  thing  a  little  regulated  he  will  make  a 
million  annually,  clear  profit. 

QjuesHon,  For  himself! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  for  the  company. 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  defrauding  the  State  out  of  that  amount  f 
Answer.  I  mean  that,  in  my  opinfon,  h^  wHl,  in  a  year  or  two,  after  he  gets  matters 
leenlated,  make  a  clear  million  per  annum  for  the  company,  and  that  he  will  make 
this  year  over  half  a  million. 
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Queaiion.  And  tbat  would  be  defiraading  the  State  to  that  amount  ? 

Anmcei'.  I  think  so ;  I  think  the  State  ought  to  have  it.  But  it  did  not  get  anything 
under  Blodgett's  administration. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Governor  Brown  was  leagued  with  Bul- 
lock in  the  frauds  with  which  you  charged  Bullock  t 

Anmoer.  I  said  that  was  the  general  impression. 

Question.  Did  you  say  that  during  the  war  Governor  Brown  was  a  bitter  seceasionist 
— bitter  against  Union  men  T 

Ansujer.  Governor  Brown  sent  to  the  legislature  a  message,  asking  them  to  pass  a 
bill  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  Union  men  who  had  gone  within  the  Yankee  lines,  aa 
we  called  it,  and  to  send  off  by  violence  their  wives  and  little  children  to  be  set  down 
over  the  line.  I  know  that  Union  men  generally  regarded  him  as  one  of  the  most 
inveterate  and  intense  haters  of  the  Union  element  in  Georgia. 

Question.  1  thought  that  the  position  of  Governor  Brown  was  adverse  to  the  coDfed- 
eracy  for  a  long  time  f 

Answer.  I  know  that  he  and  Davis  had  a  deuce  of  a  quarrel ;  but  I  never  understood 
that  he  faltered  in  his  fidelity  to  the  confederate  government.  He  was  fierce  against 
Davis,  because  Davis,  in  his  opinion,  was  weakening  the  cause  of  the  rebellion. 

Question.  Did  you  sav  that  title  lease  of  the  road  made  to  Mr.  Cameron,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  and.others  whom  you  name,  was  in  the  interest  of  Governor  Bullock, 
and  that  they  were  now  sustaining  him  f 

Answer.  I  said  that  the  general  opinion  was  that  Governor  Bullock  was  interested  in 
the  railroad  lease. 

Question.  You  mean  the  lease  to  these  gentlemen  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  said  further  t^at  they  sustained  his  administration.  The 
only  man  against  it  that  I  know  of  was  Alexander  H.  Stephens.  He  was  originally  in 
the  lease ;  but  as  soon  as  he  discovered  that  the  State  of  Georgia  had  been  swindled, 
he  wrote  to  the  company  that  he  should  return  his  stock  to  the  State. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Ben  Hill  in  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  in  it. 

Question.  Does  he  continue  in  it  ?      * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that,  in  your  judgment,  one  of  the  symptoms  ho  manifests  of  coming  to 
the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  That,  with  various  other  symptoms,  which  I  think  are  unmistakable.  He 
wrote  a  very  remarkable  letter  in  which  he  seemed  to  have  discovered  new  beauties 
in  republicanism — so  much  so  that  our  papers  took  liim  to  task;  and  he  wrote  an 
explanatory  letter  which  seemed  to  leave  the  matter  in  doubt.  A  correspondent  of 
the  Tribune  interviewed  him  the  other  day,  and  then  he  seemed  to  indicate  that  he 
was  going  to  head  a  new  pafty  soon  in  favor  of  the  republicans.  You  know  that  old 
Jacob  said,  ^'Joseph  is  not,  and  now  they  take  my  sou  Benjamin.''  Well,  the  democracy 
down  in  Georgia  can,  I  .think,  say  the  same  thing.  Joseph  is  certainly  already  gone, 
and  Benjamin  seems  likely  to  bo  taken  away.  How  you  republicans  manage  to  get  as 
honest  men  as  Hill  has  appeared  to  be,  from  his  notes  on  the  situation,  I  do  not  know ; 
you  must  have  some  way  of  charming  the  fellows. 

Question.  I  do  not  understand  you  to  think  that  there  was  any  honesty  in  that  lease 
transaction. 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  was  an  attempt  to  commit  a  Ku-Klos 
outrage  on  the  governor  of  the  State. 

Answer.  I  said  I  had  heard  a  report  that  at  one  time,  when  Governor  Bullock  had 
gone  on  to  New  York  to  attend  to  some  of  his  financial  arrangements^  certain  gentlemen 
entered  the  railroad  car  at  Augusta,  expecting  him  at  that  time,  (this  is  what  I  heard ; 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  true  or  not,)  but  that  he  did  not  come  that  way ;  that  he 
came  by  Chattanooga  when  h^  did  come.  It  is  altogether  possible  that  that  story  may 
have  been  true. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  itt 

Answer.  Oh.  yes ;  there  are  hundreds  of  these  rumors  that  I  hear  that  are  not  true. 

Question.  The  rumor  that  you  heard  was  that  a  large  number  of  disguised  men  came 
upon  the  carf 

Ansum:  No,  sir ;  not  a  large  number,  but  a  number  of  disguised  men. 

Question.  They  got  upon  the  carf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Publicly! 

Answer.  They  just  walked  into  the  car,  according  to  what  we  heard ;  they  anticipated 
the  arrival  of  Governor  Bullock  on  that  train. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  statement  denied  f  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^^  , 

Question.  Have  you  heard  it  said  the  thing  did  not  occur  fgitized  by  CjOOQtf 

Akswer.  It  was  denied  in  one  of  the  cit*-  papers  in  Augusta,  which  statedTthat  th6«t 
^  no  truth  in  it. 
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Question.  Did  it  say  there  was  no  trnth  in  the  statement  that  the  men  had  gone  upon 
the  cars,  or  that  there  was  no  truth  in  the  statement  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
attack  the  governor? 

Ansvcr.  The  paper  stated  that  there  was  no  truth  in  the  story  that  any  disguised 
men  came  upon  the  car  at  all.  It  stxited  that  no  such  thing  had  occurred ;  that  it  wa& 
a  pure  fabrication.    I  think  that  one  of  the  city  papers  said  that. 

Question.  Where  did  it  occur  ? 

Answer.  Augusta  is  where  rumor  said  it  occurred. 

Question.  Among  the  white  men  of  Gedteia  who  are  members  of  the  democratic  party^ 
and  opposed  to  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress,  is  there  as  much  love  and  affection 
toward  the  GoTcmment  as  there  was  in  1861  ? 

Answer.  I  know  there  is  not  as  much  loyalty  toward  the  Ck)vemment  in  the  South 
as  there  was  before  the  war,  for  we  were  a  very  loyal  people ;  the  Union  element  waa 
very  powerful  there. 

Question.  Take  the  year  1861,  when,  as  you  said,  there  would  have  been  50,000  mjgority 
against  secession  in  j^our  State.  Is  there  as  much  affection  now  toward  the  Govern- 
ment among  the  whit«  men  of  Georgia  as  there  was  at  that  time  f 

Mr.  Blaiu.  In  answering  the  question.  Judge  Wright,  I  wish  you  would  distinguish 
between  the  feeling  m  regard  to  the  Government  and  the  feeling  with  reference  to  the- 
administration  of  the  Government. 

WrrxEss.  I  am  trying  to  take  in  the  whole  point  and  bearing  of  the  question.  In 
my  opinion,  in  1861,  Georgia,  on  a  fair  vot^,  would  have  given  50,000  against  secession 
if  the  question  had  been  directly  submitted.  « 

Q^uesiion.  Is  there  now  among  the  \^hite  men  of  Georgia  as  much  kind  feeling  toward 
the  Government  as  there  was  at  that  time  ? 

Ans^ter.  I  want  to  do  full  justice  to  that  question,  and  tell  the  precise  truth  upon  it. 
The  difficulty  is  how  to  answer  it  so  as  to  eliQJLt  ihsi  troth  exactly.  For  instance,  in 
1j361,  there  was  a  powerful  element  in  favor  of  severing  our  connection  with  the  Gov- 
emraent.  There  is  no  such  element  at  the  South  now.  If  there  is  a  man  at  the  South 
now  who  thinks  of  resistance  to  any  measures  of  the  Government,  I  pledge  you  my 
*ord  I  do  not  know  him.  The  most  violent  man  there  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  antici- 
pate or  desire  anything  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Is  that  because  they  see  no  hope  of  resisting  successfully  now,  as  they  did 
hope  to  do  in  1861 1 

Ansxtti'.  Well,  that  is  one  cause. 

Question.  Is  that  the  main  cause  ? 

Ansvoer.  No,  I  do  not  think  it  is. 

Questjon.  What  is  the  main  cause  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  thousands  of  men  who  were  very  violent  then  have  had  their 
feelings  and  judgments  corrected  by  the  disasters  that  have  come  upon  their  section. 

Question.  When  you  say  that  they  have  had  their  judgments  corrected  by  disasters,  is 
not  that  equivalent  to  saying  that  they  see  now  no  hope  of  success  t 

Answer.  No ;  a  man  may  be  sobered  by  adversity ;  there  is  no  question  about  that. 
And  I  tell  you  that  the  mass  of  our  people  are  the  poorest  that  the  sun  ever  shone  upon ; 
and  they  ought  to  be  the  objects  of  the  sympathy  of  every  good  heart  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  A  great  many  of  them  who  were  formerly  in  wealth  and  affluence  have  not 
now  bread  to  eat.  That  is  a  fact  within  my  knowledge.  I  meet  men  every  day  making 
appeals  for  help.  All  that  class  of  men  are  sobered  by  adversity.  Our  people  did  not 
know  what  revolution  me^nt.  You  see  we  had  never  been  encaged  in  a  war ;  and  with 
|wny  men  it  was  supposed  to  be  a  sort  of  pastime  pr  fi-olic.  Sut  they  now  know  what 
it  means;  and  I  tell  you*it  would  take  powerful  moving  causes  to  get  up  another  revo- 
lution down  there — a  good  deal  more  than  it  w  oiild  to  get  up  one  in  the  North.  You 
have  not  experienced  the  horrors  which  our  people  nave.  As  certain  as  you  are 
l>oni,  they  would  not  listen  much  to  a  man  who  wanted  to  get  up  another  revolution 
down  there.  As  to  the  disposition  to  resist  the  authority  of  the  Government,  there  is 
none  of  that.  I  can  say,  with  a  full  sense  of  my  responsibility  in  the  statement,  that 
there  is  no  disposition  to  resist  the  authority  of  the  Government.  No  man  can  move' 
one  inch  on  the  lino  of  revolution  in  ray  State,  and  receive  any  countenance  from  the 
people.  They  are  sobered  by  adversity.  They  have  suffered,  it  seems  to  me,  as  no 
people  ever  did  on* the  face  ojf  the  globe.  At  the  present  time  there  is  not  in  the  South 
affection  toward  the  Federal  Government,  from  the  reasons  which  I  told  you  yesterday. 
>\  e  have  ouly  felt  the  hand  of  power,  as  we  think,  unjustly  and  disastrously,  to  elevate 
our  former  slaves  not  only  to  equality  with  us,  but  above  us,  to  keep  a  lanjo 
portion  of  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  community  disfranchised,  and  to  put  the 
V^gro,  in  that  regard,  not  ouly  equal  with,  but  above  the  white  race.  It  looks  to  us  as 
if  there  were  a  constant  tendency  on  the  p.nrt  of  the  Government  to  have  us  ruled  by 
the  negro  race  and  the  few  whites  who  go  with  them.  Our  governments  down  there 
^P  to  this  time  have  been  bad  and  corrupt ;  the  treasury  has  been  plundered.  Scarcely 
ajiythiDg,  we  think,  has  been  done  rightly.  The  people  are  dissatisfied.  Tlrey  look  upon 
this  state  of  things  as  the  result  of  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress.    Thererore, 

10  G 
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th«ir  affections  (as  wonld  be  natural  with  any  people  on  the  faoe  of  the  earth)  are  not 
what  they  were  toward  the  Federal  Government  before  the  war,  and  they  never  will 
become  so  by  the  nse  of  foi-ce.  Mr.  Lincoln  showed  his  good  sense  when  he  said  to  me 
that  he  intended  to  forgive  these  people,  because  republican  government  could  €mty 
be  maintained  in  that  way.  The  aifections  of  the  people  are  not  right.  They  never 
■  can  be  until  they  take  a  different  view  of  the  action  of  the  Government,  or  until  the 
action  of  the  Government  is  modified  or  changed. 

Question,  In  what  respect  modified  or  changed  beyond  the  granting  of  general  asi- 
nesty  f  « 

Answer.  Well,  the  primary  thing  is  general  amnesty  and  the  withdrawal  of  troops, 
and  letting  tbe  people  regulate  mr  themselves  their  own  affairs.  In  my  State  the 
white  man  can  maintain  his  power.  The  white  race  will  never  be  satisfied  where  the 
negro  has  power  and  can  dominate.  I  have  no  idea  that  in  a  hundred  years  the  white 
man  will  be  satisfied  if  the  negro  has  the  power  to  dominate  him.  I  do  not  think  an 
American  would  be  satisfied  to  be  dominated  by  any  foreign  element — by  the  Irish^  er 
the  Dutch,  or  any  other  foreign  people ;  and  it  is  more  offensive,  of  course,  to  be  domi- 
nated by  the  negro,  because  he  has  been  a  slave.  In  my  State,  if  you  will  let  us  alonie, 
we  can  control  too  State  government ;  we  will  elect  our  governor,  and  I  think  we  shall 
have  an  honest,  faithfiil  administration. 

Question.  Elect  him  by  what  sort  of  votes! 

Answer.  Democratic  white  votes  and  a  few  negroes.  K  the  democratic  party  were 
left  to  themselves  they  would,  as  I  said  yesterday,  control  the  negro  votes^  just  as  the 
votes  of  the  mechanics,  &c.^  are  controlled  in  the  North. 

Question.  You  say  that  if  let  alone  by  t^e  General  Government  the  democrats  oould 
take  charge  of  the  State  government  f 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  so. 

Question.  How  could  they  take  charge  of  it  if  the  negroes  continued  to  vote  with  the 
republican  party  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  say  we  would  get  some  negro  votes,  and  we  could  beat  the  oHmt 
side,  by  some  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  at  any  rate,  because  we  have  that  many  more 
white  voters  than  the  voters  on  the  other  side,  countinj^  the  negroes. 

Qwestion.  Is  the  Government  preventing  you  from  doing  thatT 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  now ;  and,  as  I  said  yesterday,  I  want  to  run  for  governor  next 
tall  a  year ;.  I  want  to  win  the  race,  (and  I  expect  to  do  it  if  I  run.)  mainly  on  tbe  re- 
capture of  the  State  road  from  Cameron  and  those  other  men  from  Pennsylvania  and 
elsewhere  who  have  now  got  control  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  the  various  counties  of 
^the  State  has  no  view  in  that  direction  ? 

r  Answer.  As  I  remarked  yesterday — ^I  may  be  mistaken — I  have  no  idea  that  their 
I  object  is  to  control  the  ballot  of  the  negro  by  force,  because  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
j  to  use  violence  to  control  the  negro,  m  my  opinion,  we  can  control  him  just  as  we 
I  want  to,  in  the  same  way  as  the  manufacturers  in  the  North,  who  have  large  numbMs 
1  of  dependants  in  one  way  or  another,  can  control  them.  Where  is  the  manufacturer 
A  in  the  North  who  does  not  say  to  his  subordinates,  '*  You  have  got  to  vote  with  me ;  I 
\ won't  have  men  in  my  emjiloy  who  vote  against  my  interests?'" 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 
Question.  Has  the  governor  of  your  State  the  power  to  remove  the  judges  t 
Answer.  Wo  don't  thinlc  he  has:  but  that  is  a  question.  You  kiiow  he  removed 
Kirby .  I  told  him  to  hold  on,  for  I  said,  "  TU  be  swamped  if  you  can  put  him  out  of 
the  synagogue."  But  there  was  a  discrepancy  of  opinion  on  t^at  subject.  If  you  will 
read  our  constitution  attentively,  you  will  find  that  the  question  is  somewhat  doubt- 
ful. However,  the  governor  went  on  the  principle  that  Kirby  had  not  been  confirmed. 
It  is  settled  that  he  cannot  turn  out  a  judge  .who  has  been  confirmed.  But  the  seoate 
had  not  acted  on  the  appointment  of  Kirby ;  therefore,  in  his  case,  the  question  is 
doubtful.  Now  Lochrain,  who  was  put  on  the  bench  by  Bullock,  has  not  been  con- 
firmed by  the  senate.  At  the  time  the  governor  appointed  him  he  issued  a  sort  of  a 
bulletin.  (I  hardly  know  what  to  call  it,)  stating  tnat  the  appointment  was  temporary, 
and  subject  to  his  disposal ;  he  intimated  that  he  intendea  to  appoint  somebody  else 
finally. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  There  was  onepoint  in  your  testimony  yesterday  which  I  am  not  sure  that 
I  understood  correctly.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  j^eneral  principle  or  provision  of 
the  Constitutiou  which  was  violated  by  the  President  in  making  arrests  in  Georgia  by 
military  power  T 

Answer.  As  I  understand  your  question,  it  is  by  what  provision  of  the  Constitutiou 
the  President  gets  the  power  to  arrest  a  citizen  by  military  force,  in  time  of  peace. 
Our  understanding  of  the  principles  of  the  common  law  (it  is  my  understanding  at 
least,  and  I  think  it  is  the  general  view)  is,  that  in  time  of  peace  a  man  can  only  be 
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arrested  by  civil  process.  We  do  not  understand  that  arrests  can  be  made  by  the  miUtary 
unless  there  is  some  resistance  to  the  law ;  and  in  the  case  under  consideration  there 
-was  no  resistance  to  the  law.  I  recognize  the  President's  right,  if  there  was  any  armed 
resistance  to  the  exeontion  of  legal  process,  to  have  interfered  on  application. 

Question,  That  is  the  reason  you  hold  such  exercise  of  power  to  be  dangerous! 

Anstger.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  not  the  democrats  of  Georgia,  in  p5int  of  fact,  regard  the  adoption  and 
enforcement  of  a  policy  of  reconstruction  by  the  President,  without  consulting  Congress, 
as  very  dangerous  in  a  free  government  ? 

Anmctr.  1^  sir ;  I  do,  and  I  think  the  democracy  generally  do.  I  think  the  President 
on^ht  to  consult  Congress  in  regard  to  any  general  act  of  reconstruction. 

Question,  In  point  of  fact,  do  not  many  persons  there  regard  such  an  act  as  more  arbi- 
tBsiy  and  dangerous  than  many  arrests  such  as  you  mention  f  t 

Jmnoer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  think  it  dangerous  for  the  President  to  branch  out  on  his 
mere  will  to  reconstruct  the  South,  without  saying  anything  to  the  national  legisla- 
ture; that  is,  provided  we  needed  any  reconetmotion.  There  was  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion on  that  subject,  you  know.  Some  persons  had  the  idea  that  we  did  not  need  any  re- 
^  coofltmction,  that  we  never  had  been  out  of  the  Union.  There  are  hundreds  of  ques- 
tions, political,  civil,  and  every  other  sort,  that  arise  in  connection  with  that  matter. 

Question,  Are  you  not  aware  of  the  existence,  as  a  fact,  of  a  wide-spread  sentiment 
in  the  South  that  after  the  rebellion  was  put  down,  the  people  who  had  aided  in  sup- 
pressing it  should  have  been  consulted  as  to  the  settlement  of  public  affairs  there  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  think  there  was  such  a  sentiment. 

QuesHon,  If,  then,  the  people  who  had  saved  the  Union  and  put  down  the  rebellion 
should  not  have  been  consulted  in  settling  the  policy  of  reconstruction,  who  should 
have  been  consulted  ?    I  wish  to  know  the  sentiment  of  your  people  on  this  point. 

Answer,  I  think  the  sentiment  of  the  people  is  thatCoBgress  had  the  power  to  recon- 
struct them,  provided  they  were  ever  out  of  the  Union.  I  do  not  know  what  public 
sentiment  would  have  been  on  that  subject.  I  as  a  Union  man  never  thought  we 
were  out.  I  denied  the  validity  of  the  ordinance  of  secession,  and  so,  I  think,  did  the 
Union  party  as  a  rule.  I  know  that  there  was  some  descrepancy  here  among  legisla- 
tors on  that  subject.  Some  said  we  were  out,  and  others  said  that  we  never  had  been 
out^  The  people  in  the  South,  after  the  war  was  over^  stood  waiting  to  do  anything 
that  the  Federal  Government  said  sliould  be  done.  X  think  that  many  of  them  ex- 
pected to  be  hanged.    That  is  my  candid  conviction. 

Question,  Do  not  a  mtgority  of  the  people  there  hold  it  to  be  neither  safe  nor  proper 
to  aiUow  the  work  of  reconstruction  to  be  done  by  the  President  alone,  without  con  - 
suiting  the  people  through  Congress  f 

Answer,  These  questions  have  never  agitated  the  public  mind. 

i^uestion.  Are  they  not  the  questions  that  agitate  most  deeply  the  public  mind  f  Con- 
gtesa  is  charged  constantly  with  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  j^ower  in  reconstructing  the 
governments  of  the  Southern  States  j  and  the  very  ground ot  justification  urged  in  many 
eases  for- existing  disorders  is  that  we  should  have  restored  those  j^eople  to  political 
])ower  at  once  without  amending  the  Constitution,  or  in  any  way  depriving  them  of  any 
right  which  they  had  formerly  enjoyed.  If  I  have  understood  your  testimony,  you 
complain  because  your  people  did  not  have  all  their  political  right's  restored  at  once 
after  the  rebellion.  Did  you  not  urge  as  a  ground  of  complaint  that  this  had  not  been 
done — that  you  and  others  in  like  condition  had  not  been  unconditionally  restored  to 
an  political  rights  and  powers  immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  civil  war  ? 

Answer,  Wefi^  I  expected  to  be  myself,  and  I  think  the  great  body  of  my  people  did ; 
and  that  opimon  was  formed  from  conversations  with  General  Sherman  and  Mr. 
Lincoln.  • 

Question,  I  want  you  to  answer  as  a  question  of  fact  whether  a  mi^oril^  of  the  peo- 
ple there  do  not  hold  it  to  be  neither  safe  nor  proper  to  allow  this  question  of  reccm- 
stmction  to  be  settled  by  the  President  alone,  without  consulting  the  people  through 
Congress? 

Answer,  I  candidly  believe  that  if  public  sentiment  had  been  called  out  and  expressed 
upon  the  subject,  aner  the  war,  it  would  have  been  that  we  had  never  been  out  of  the 
Union ;  that  we  were  still  in  the  Union :  that  we  had  been  in  a  state  of  rebellion ;  and 
that  those  who  had  participated  were  liable  to  be  punished,  and  those  who  had  not 
participated  were  not  liable  in  that  way.  I  think  that  woula  have  been  the  general 
opinion  of  my  people.  There  was,  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  an  immense  rush  for 
t^rdons,  under  the  general  impression  that  there  would  be  confiscations  or  executions 
lor  treason.    At  that  time  some  men  made  fortunes 

Question,  You  do  not  meet  my  question.  It  is  whether  the  people  there  held  it  to  be 
a  safe  line  of  policy  to  allow  the  President  to  dictate  the  terms  of  reconstruction,  with- 
out consulting  the  people  f  In  other  words,  did  not  the  people  down  there  feel  it  to  be 
better  that  this  question  should  be  settled  by  the  people,  through  Congress,  instead  of 
being  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  United  states  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  public  sentiment  on  the  question  whether  Con- 
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gress  or  the  President  has  the  right  to  control  reoonstruction.  I  think  the  people  are 
better  satisfied  with  Congress's  reconstmction  than  with  the  President's. 

Question.  Did  the  people  there,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  prefer  the  exercise  of  the  one- 
man  power  in  the  adjustment  of  the  troubles  caused  by  the  rebellion,  or  did  they  pre- 
fer that  the  le^slative  power  of  the  nation  should  do  tliat  work  T 

Answer,  I  think  that  under  the  view  which  the  Government  seems  to  take  of  recon- 
struction, that  we  needed  reconstruction,  and  must  be  reconstructed,  the  souUiexn 
people  would  prefer  that  Congress  should  do  it ;  would  think  it  safer  that  Congress 
should  do  it.  I  think  the  idea  of  one-man  power  is  very  abhorrent  to  the  people  of  the 
South.  As  sure  as  you  are  bom,  we  are  republicans  down  there  in  the  sense  of  beii]^ 
in  favor  of  the  people  voting  and  ruling. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  people  down  there  supposed,  when  the  war  was  over  and 
tjie  rebellion  suppressed,  that  nothing  at  all  would  be  done,  by  constitutionid  amend- 
ments or  acts  of  legislation,  to  make  the  Government  more  safe,  and  prevent  further 
rebellion  ? 

Answer.  O,  no ;  we  expected  that  slavery  would  go  up.  At  least  I  did,  and  I  think 
the  masses  of  the  people  did. 

Question.  Is  it,  then,  any  just  ground  of  complaint  that  we  have  gone  on  and  amended 
the  Constitution,  and  x>as8eid  certain  acts  of  legislation  in  relation  to  that  very  matter 
of  reconstruction  ?  In  the  opinion  of  your  people,  should  we  have  left  the  Constitution 
as  it  was  ? 

Answer.  Well,  we  down  South  would  greatly  prefer  it  as  it  was:— greatly  prefer  it, 
with  the  exception  of  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves.  I  do  not  think  that  one  mai\  in 
a  .thousand  in  the  South  would  have  slavery  restored  in  any  shape.  But  in  regard  to 
everything  else,  I  would  prefer  the  Constitution  the  way  it  was.  For  instance,  on  this 
question  of  suffrage,  we  think  that  taking  the  control  of  it  away  from  the  States  and 
putting  it  in  Congress  struck  •ut  one  of  the  most  radical  and  fundamental  principles 
of  our  form  of  government. 

Question.  In  point  of  fact,  are  those  amendments  which  have  been  made  subsequently 
to  the  war,  and  as  a  result  of  the  war,  regarded  by  your  people  as  tyrannical  and  des- 
potic— made  without  right,  and  not  upon  a  just  basis  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  are  not  pleased  with  them.  Thfey  think  the  effect  upon  the 
people  of  the  South  is  oppressive.  As  to  the  question  of  the  right  of  making  them^  we 
think  the  people  of  this  Government  had  a  right  to  make  any  amendment  to  theCon- 
stitution  thit  they  saw  proper,  according  to  the  terms  prescribed;  and  if  those 
amendments  have  been  made  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  we  say 
the  people  had  a  right  to  make  them. 

Question.  These  measures  are  made  the  justification  of  all  this  outcropping  of  crime — 
these  whippings  and  murders  ? 

Answer.  They  are  a  source  of  dissatisfaction. 

Question.  Now,  if  we  had  the  right  to  adopt  those  measures,  do  you  consider  that 
complaint  as  fair  and  reasonable  f 

Answer.  You  might  have  a  right  to  do  a  thing,  and  yet  we  might  not  be  pleased  with 
your  doing  it.  For  instance,  we  hold  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  nave  a  right 
to  make  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution  that  they  see  proper,  provided  it  be  made 
according  to  the  provisions  of  that  Constitution. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  vou  to  say  that  it  is  a  fact  that  the  prevailing  sentiment 
in  the  South  is  that  there  has  been  no  forgiveness  by  the  nation  of  the  southern 
people  for  their  rebellion  t 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  the  prevailing  sentiment  ia  that  the  Government  is  bitter 
toward  them  yet. 

Question.  Do  not  many  persons  consider  that  allowing  the  rebels,  after  the  surrender, 
to  go  home,  retain  their  property,  enjoy  the  protection  of  the  law,  and  live  there  sub- 
ject'to  no  arrest,  trial,  or  punishment,  was  clemency  and  kindness  without  a  parallel 
in  the  history  of  the  world  f 

Answer.  1  never  knew  a  case  in  the  history  -of  "any  nation  where  the  whole  body  of 
rebels  were  put  to  death  or  their  property  confiscate. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  any  case  in  the  history  of  any  nation  where  political 
power,  immediately  after  a  rebellion,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  ? 

Answer.  We  do  not  think  we  have  got  it  yet. 

Question.  Have  you  not  universally  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  do  not  a  large  number 
of  you  enjoy  the  right  to  hold  office  I 

Answer.  A  portion  of  our  people  have  the  right  to  hold  office. 

Question.  In  addition  to  that,  have  you  not  had  your  property  restored  to  j-ou,  have 
you  not  cDjoyeil  the  protection  of  the  law,  and  the  retention  of  your  social  and  civil 
rights  ? 

Anmcer.  What  property  was  not  destroye4  by  war  we  still  have ;  most  of  it  was  do* 
stroyed  by  the  desolation  of  war. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  that  your  people  do  not  regard  any  of^these  things  a9 
acts  of  clemency  and  kindness  ?  jigitizea  by  >^ 
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Aruncer,  I  think  a  portion  of  onr  leaders  expected  to  suffer  very  much  ;  but  I  think, 
the  great  body  of  our  people  supposed  that  this  nation,  like  other  nations,  would  for- 
dve  the  great  body  of  the  people  and  punish  some  of  the  leaders.  I  think  the  leaders^ 
from  the  way  they  cut  oflf  to  Europe  and  other  places,  expected  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  would  punish  them  severely ;  and  in  that  respect  I  think  the  Gov- 
ernment may  have  acted  with  clemency.  For  instance,  take  the  cases  of  suclvmen  as 
Toombs  and  myself,  if  you  please ;  the  Government  did  not  confiscate  our  property. 

Question.  I  was  merely  asking  for  the  fact  as  to  the  general  sentiment  of  the  people. 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  the  general  sentiment  of  the  people  was  that  the  masses  would 
be  forgiven,  of  course;  I  think  that  was  the  general  idea.  A  great  many  of  them  felt 
in  their  hearts  that  they  had  never  intended  to  rebel,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term ; 
that  they  had  been  forced  by  their  State  governments  into  a  rebellion  which  they 
never  did  like. 

QH€8tion.  Do  they  not  understand  their  present  condition  to  be  the  result  of  ^eat 
clemency,  kindness,  and  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  men  who  restored  the  Union  f 

Anmaer,  In  some  respects,  but  not  in  all. 

Question.  In  what  respects  do  they  not  so  consider. it? 

Answer.  For  instance,  the  act  of  the  Grovernment  in  continuing  these  disabilities 
upon  a  large  portion  (as  I  remarked  yesterday)  of  those  whom  we  regard  as  our  best 
men  is  considered  as  an  act  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  We  feel 
again  that  taking  the  negroes  (especially  in  States  where  the  white  people  are  in  the 
minority)  and  giving  them  the  control  of  the  government  did  not  originate  in  the 
sound  judgment  and  good  sense  of  the  North,  but  in  feelings  of  anger,  arising  from  the 
revolution,  which  have  not  yet  abated. 

Question.  Are  there  not  thousands  of  people  in  that  section  of  the  country  who  be- 
lieve it  to  have  been  the  honest  conviction  of  the  majority  of  the  republican  party 
that  when  the  negroes  were  made  free,  their  freedom  should  be  accompanied  with  the 
right  of  suffrage,  not  as  a  matter  of  spite  toward  the  southern  people,  but  as  a  safe- 
guard to  the  rights  of  the  negroes  ? 

Anstaer.  I  know  that  is  the  republican  view ;  the  republicans  say  that  they  gave  the 
ballot  to  the  negro  for  the  purpose  of  his  protection. 

.  Question.  I  ask  whether  a  large  portion  of  the  'Southern  people  do  not  sincerely  be- 
lieve that  the  republican  party  thought  it  necessary  to  give  suffrage  to  the  ne^ro  for 
hig  own  protection,  and  for  the  general  peace  of  society  down  there,  among  whites  ap 
well  as  blacks. 

AHSwer.  We  do  not  think  the  republican  party  did  so  from  that  motive.  Wo  regard 
it  as  having  been  done  by  way  of  penalty  upon  us  as  traitors.  We  think  that  the  wis- 
dom of  the  republican  party  at  the  North  knows  as  well  as  we  do  that  the  negro  race 
is  not  capable  of  self-government;  and  that  especially  in  all  those  States  where  the 
negroes  dominate  the  whites,  bad  goveniment  is  inevitable  under  such  a  system.    Our 

nle  think  that  the  feeling  of  the  republican  party  toward. us  was  about  this  :  "It 
;  make  any  difference  how  badly  you  are  governed :  you  are  a  set  of  rebels  any- 
how; we  never  took  away  your  property  as  we  might  have  done,  and  now  we  will  let 
the  negro  wool  you." 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  14, 1871. 
NEDON  L.  ANGIER  sworn  and  examined. 

The  CttAiKMAN.  (Mr.  Poland.)  As  this  witness  has  been  summoned  at  your  request, 
Mr.  Beck,  yon  will  please  open  the  examination. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  State  how  long  you  have  resided  in  Georgia,  what  official  positions  you  have 
held  there,  and  your  means  of  information  as  to  the  condition  of  that  State  and  its 
people. 

Answer.  I  have  resided  in  Georgia  thirty-one  years ;  in  Atlanta  twenty-three.  During 
the  rebellion,  when  secession  was  first  agitat^jd,  my  office  was  the  headquarters  of  the 
Union  Association  of  Atlanta.  We  were  doing  all  we  could  to  prevent  that  fatal  error, 
as  we  thought  it.  When  Greorgjia  seceded,  of  course  we  had  to  play  miun.  As  soon 
after  as  I  could  arrange  my  business  so  as  to  secure  some  of  my  property,  (having  a 
considerable  family,  Idid  not  want  to  go  away  penniless,)  I  passied  through  the  lines, 
and  left  the  confederacy  at  great  hazard,  great  expense,  and  great  sacrifice  of  prop- 
erty. It  was  in  186:^  that  I  went  north  ;  and  I  remained  at  Boston,  or  near  there, 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the  war  terminated,  I  was  urged  to  take  the  position 
of  collector  of  internal  revenue  at  Augusta,  Georgia.  I  never  had  thought  of  holding 
an  tiffice;  but  I  made  application  by  request  of  my  friends  and  was  appointetl.  I  went 
to  Georgia  and  took  possession  of  the  office,  in,  I  think,  July  or  August,  1865.    When  I 
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went  there  tbo  office  was  not  ready ;  I  had  to  arrange  things.  They  had  been  shipping 
•cotton  off  without  paying  any  tax.  I  was  ordered  by  the  (Joverument  to  collect  the 
tax.  1  gave  orders  tljurough  tne  papers  that  no  cotton  should  leave  until  the  tax  was 
first  paid,  and  that  railroads  or  steamboats  carrying  it  off  before  the  tax  had  been  paid 
would  render  themselves  liable  to  confiscation.  I  went  on  board  the  steamboats,  »ud 
the  caj^tains  seemed  to  give  me  all  the  facilities  they  could;  and  everything  seemetl  to 
go  off  qnietly.  We  had  no  disturbance  then,  and  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
people  to  resist  any  law.  That  was  in  Augusta.  I  became  dissatisfied  with  the  office 
and  resigned.  The  truth  was,  I  could  not  find  men  as  assistants  who  could  take  the 
oath.  I  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  McCuUoch,  and  told  him  I  oould  . 
not  get  comi>eteut  men  in  that  district  to  take  the  oath,  and  suggested  that  therequiro' 
ment  of  the  oath  should  be  waived,  so  far  at  least  as  our  department  was  concerned. 
He  made  the  proposition  to  the  Senate,  but  it  was  rejected.  I  resigned  my  office,  and 
went  back  to  Atlanta.  There  was  no  resistance  whatever  to  eoforoing  the  tax  on  cot- 
ton. I  was  then  soUcitedto  run  for  the  convention.  At  first  I  did  not  wish  to  do  sou 
A  Loyal  League  committee  waited  upon  me;  and  I  finally  consented  to  run,  and  was 
elected.  .  • 

Question.  As  a  republican  f 

AfitiU'tr.  Yes,  sir;  and  1  served  through  the  convention.  They  then  wanted  that  I 
should  become  treasurer  of  the  State;  I  was  elected  by  the  general  aasembly  to  that 
position,  which  I  now  hold. 

Question.  When  were  you  elected  treasurer  f 

Jnaioer.  In  18H8 — the  1st  of  August  or  the  last  of  July. 

Question.  You  have  been  treasurer  ever  since,  and  are  so  now  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

(Question.  And  you  have  been  a  republican  all  the  time  f 

Answer.  Well,  1  have  acted  with  the  republican  party  all  the  time  ;  I  have  been  in 
favor  of  reconstruction ;  but  since  we  have  got  things  mixed  up  there  financially,  I 
have  been  fighting  on  the  line  of  honesty,  to  keep  our  State  from  becoming  bauknipt ; 
and  although  called  a  radical  republican  all  the  time,  I  have,  in  the  selection  of 
officers  t>aken  the  best  men,  whether  republicans  or  democrats.  Whoever  I  thought 
was  the  most  conscientious  and  capable  mau,  I  voted  for.  I  became  so  much,  dis^isted 
with  the  manner  in  which  our  State  machinery  was  running,  that  I  could  not  always 
sustain  the  men  whom  the  republican  party  put  up,  for  sometimes  they  put  op  most 
incompetent  men.    When  they  put  up  good  men  I  voted  for  them. 

Qncsiuyn,  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  laws  are  adnunistered 
in  the  8tate  of  Georgia  f 

Anmer.  Well,  sir,  they  have  been  violated.  There  has  been  very  little  regard  paid 
to  law.    I  am  now  speauiug  of  our  State  laws. 

Question.  In  what  way  have  they  been  disregarded  f 

AnsxP(r.  1  speak  with  regard  to  the  party  in  power  there  and  the  acts  of  the  governor. 
As  the  records  will  show,  t-here  has  been  very  httle  attention  paid  to  law.  If  yuu  want 
t-o  know  the  points  in  which  the  law  has  been  disregarded,  I  can  show  you  in  a  few 
minute's.  At  the  close  of  the  war  there  was  considerable  old  bonded  indebtedness  of 
Georgia ;  and  on  the  13th  of  December,  1866,  this  provision,  passed  by  the  legislatuie, 
was  approved : 

'*  That  his  excellency,  the  governor,  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  execute  said 
bonds  prepared  as  aforesaid  to  the  amount  of  $600,000,  and  to  issue  the  same  upon  such. 
terms  and  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  State,  in  ex- 
change for  or  redemption  of  said  old  bonds  of  the  State,  falling  due  in  1868, 1869,  and 
1870.^ 

That  was  a  provision  for  taking  up  the  old  bonds  falling  duq  in  1868,  1869,  and  1870. 
Those  bonds  have  not  yet  been  taken  up.  About  $173,000  of  those  boiids  are  still  out- 
standing. The  reason  is  that  the  governor  in  1868  sold  $265,000  of  those  7  per  cent, 
mortgage  bonds,  and  he  used  the  proceeds  for  other  purposes  than  the  redemption  of 
the  old  bonds.  Fifty-five  thousand  dollars  of  the  proceeds  of  those  bonds  he  gave  to 
II.  I.  Kimball  ta  finish  an  opera  house  called  Kimball's  Opera  House,  in  tlLeoity  of 
Atlanta,  although  there  was  no  appropriation  for  that  purpose  at  all.  The  general 
assembly  in  1868  refused  to  make  any  appropriation  for  that  purpose.  The  governor 
went  on' and  sold  those  bonds.  He  drew  drafts  in  the  first  place  in  favor  of  Kimball 
for  $35,000.  Some  of  them  were  drawn  in  blank ;  they  did  not  say  to  whom  the  oU>uey 
should  be  paid ;  but  Kimball  received  the  money,  to  be  applied  to  this  Kimball's  Opera 
House,  as  it  was  called.  The  building  was  used  for  a  State  office.  The  city  of  Atlanta 
had  leased  it  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  When  it  was  found  that  this  $35,000  had 
been  used  in  that  way,  the  general  assembly  called  on  me  to  make  a  report.  I  knew 
nothing  of  the  matter.  The  governor  used  this  mouey  and  for  months  never  reported 
to  me  as  treasurer.  I  got  a  report  from  the  bank.  Finding  out  the  amount  that  had 
been  used,  the  legislature  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  matter;  aud  th.it 
committee  reported  that  this  was  done  without  any  authority  of  law  and  in  violation 
ot  the  expressed  will  of  the  general  assembly.    As  soon  as  the  general  assembly  ad- 
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Jouraed,  Governor  Ballock  went  immediately  to  New  York  and  drew  a  draft  for $20,000 
more  on  the  Fourth  National  Bank  and  paid  it  to  Kimball,  notwithstanding  the  posi- 
tive and  emphatic  action  of  the  general  assembly.  The  vote  of  the  legislature  on  the 
report  that  was  adopted  was  one  of  censure  and  condemnation  of  his  conduct. 

I  will  now  take  up  the  next  point  to  which  I  would  call  atteution.  The  general 
assembly  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  governor  to  issue  a  certain  number  of  bonds  to 
pay  off  the  members  of  the  general  assembly  and  other  expenses  of  that  body.  The 
expenses  of  the  general  assembly  up  to  the  time  they  ac^jourued  were  not  exceeding 
t300,000— about  $250,000, 1  think;  but  I  will  put  them  at  $300,000.  The  governor 
issued  bonds  under  that  act  to  the  amount  of  $"^,000,000.  He  had  my  name  engraved 
upon  them  without  any  authority  and  sent  them  off  to  New  York  without  reporting 
them  to  the  treasury'  at  all  He  never  did  report  them  until  I  ascertained  and  reported 
them  myself;  then  he  made  a  feint  of  reportmg  them.  He  first  undertook  to  make  it 
appear  that  he  had  the  right  to  use  my  name,  when  the  law  showed  plainly  that  he 
had  no  such  right  and  that  the  bonds  were  illegal  without  my  signature.  On  the  30th 
isf  Ifovember  last  he  wrote  me  a  letter  stating  that  he  had  ordered  $500,000  of  those 
bonds  to  be  sent  to  the  treasurer's  office,  canceled,  from  Clews '&  Co.,  New  York,  and 
that  the  balance  would  be  along  in  a  few  days,  as  I  think  he  stated.  That  balance  has 
never  come  yet.    That  mnkes  a  million  and  a  half  still  outstanding. 

Then  there  was  an  act  passed  authorizing  the  governor  to  issue  gold  bonds  to  meet 
the  bonded  indebtedness  and  other  expenses  of  the  State.  The  general  assembly  at 
that  time  had  not  determined  to  put  off  the  time  of  meeting  tiU  November.  They 
really  did  not  need  any  bonds  for  the  purposes  of  last  year;  they  were  legislating  for 
last  year ;  but  for  this  year,  the  meeting  of  the  general  assembly  having  been  put  off 
till  November,  1  suppose  that  considering  all  the  expense  and  extravagance  that  there 
baa  been  there,  the  entire  amount  necessary  might  have  been  not  exceeding  $1,000,000 
iff  bonds.  At  farthest  not  more  than  that  was  needed  of  these  gold  bonds.  The  gov- 
ernor had  $4,000,000  of  those  bon<ls  engraved. 

The  constitution  of  Georgia  sets  apart  the  poll  tax,  the  liquor  tax,  the  tax  on  shows, 
and  some  other  small  special  taxes  for  school  purposes.  Those  taxes  are  appropriated 
"by  the  constitutitm  for  that  purpose  and  no  other.  The  last  general  assembly,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  governor,  passed  a  resolution  to  take  those  funds  and  use 
them  ftir  general  purposes.  I  opposed  it  and  would  not  pay  out  the  funds  for  those 
ptrrposrs.  I  got  an  order  from  the  governor  to  pay  a  particular  amount  to  each  mem- 
ber. I  refused  to  do  it  on  the  ground  that  in  the  first  place  this  fund  was  set  apart 
and  appropriated  already.  The  law  is  that  you  cannot  take  funds  appropriated  to  one 
purpose  and  apply  them  to  another.  The  constitution  alremly  appropriated  these 
ftmdR.  The  other  ground  of  my  refusal  was  that  the  legislature  could  not  by  resolu- 
tion make  an  appropriation ;  tliat  it  must  be  by  bill,  which  must  have  its  three  several 
readings.  I  got  a  notice  from  the  finance  committee,  who  held  a  meeting  on  the  sub- 
ject. The^v  seemed  determined  to  have  the  funds  anyhow,  declaring  that  unless  I  gave 
up  those  tunds  they  would  be  taken  from  me  and  1  should  be  removed  from  office.  I 
answered  them  very  independently,  stating  that  it  was  my  desire  to  accommodate 
them  if  I  could  do  so  legally,  but  that  under  the  circumstances  I  should  not  do  it. 
They  did  not  take  the  funds  at  that  time,  but  they  went  to  work  and  passed  a  bill, 
a  regular  appropriation  bill,  appropriating  those  funds  to  general  purposes — placing  in 
lieu  of  them,  it  is  true,  some  bonds  that  the  governor  had  bdbre  declared  illegal. 
Those  bonds  are  in  the  treasury  how.  They  took  the  funds ;  after  the  passive  of  the 
Wll  I  paid  them  out.  There  are  none  of  those  funds  now  in  the  treasury.  The  fund 
that  has  accrued  since  from  poll  tax  and  all  other  such  sources  is  all  Used ;  there  is 
no  school  fund  for  the  education  of  negroes  or  anybody  else ;  it  is  all  used  up,  though 
we  are  paying  a  school  commissioner  and  running  all  expenses.  A  very  clever  man 
named  Lewis,  a  northerner,  was  appointed  by  the  governor  as  school  commissioner. 
He  has  an  office  and  is  running  the  expenses  as  if  there  were  a  school  fund,  but  there 
is  uone. 

Another  point  in  wh'ich  the  State  administration  has  violated  the  law  is  in  the  use  of 
State  railroad  funds  for  other  purposes  than  railroads.  The  law  is  that  the  funds  of 
those  roads  shall  bo  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  of  Georgia  at  the  end  of  each 
month,  except  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  the  road.  The  gov- 
ernor has  paid  out  large  amounts  directly  from  the  receipts  of  the  road,  without  the 
money  ever  reaching  the  treasury;  and  it  has  been  paid  for  other  than  railroad  pur- 
post'S.  A  short  time  ago  he  paid  to  a  committee  that  he  selected  himself,  without  any 
authority  of  law,  to  go  to  Kentucky  to  try  to  iu^uence  the  general  as-sembly  there  to 
gnint  a  charter  for  a' railroad  from  Cincinnati  to  Chattanooga,  both  places  outside  of 
the  State  of  Georgia — the  road  not  toucliiug  Georgia  at  any  point— to  i)ay  this  commit- 
tee, for  which  there  was  no  appropriation,  and  which  was  not  authorized  by  any  law, 
the  governor  drew  his  warrant  for  $2,729. 

Here  is  another  point  which  I  have  put  down — approving  the  election  law.  The 
new  constitution  ot  the  State  of  Georgia  requires  that  a  person  to  be  a  voter  must  in 
the  first  place  reside  in  the  State  six  months  next  preceding  •the  election,  and  thirty 
days  in  the  county.    It  provides  further  that  no  person  shaU  vote  who,  if  challenged. 
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ehall  refase  to  take  an  oath,  the  form  of  which  is  ji^iven  in  the  statute.  The  right  of 
challenge  ia  also  given,  and  it  is  provided  that  no  person  shall  he  permitted  to  register, 
vote,  or  hold  office  unless  he  complies  with  certain  requirements. 

The  election  law  on  that  subject  provides: 

*^  But  they  shall  have  no  power  to  refuse  the  ballot  of  any  male  person  of  apparent 
full  age." 

So  that  the  person  offering  to  vote  cannot  be  required  to  swear  that  he  is  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  though  the  constitution  requires  that  he  shall  be  of  that  age. 

Section  8  of  this  law  provides: 

*'  They  shall  not  permit  any  person  to  challenge  any  vote." 

The  constitution  gives  the  right  of  challenging;  but  the  election  law  does  not. 

"  Shall  not  hinder  or  delay." 

When  a  person  is  challenged  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  it  takes  some  little  time, 
which  may  be  called  hindenng  and  delaying. 

The  managers  take  an  oath  not  to  permit  any  one  to  challenge^  which  is  contrary  to 
the  provision  of  the  constitution  securing  the  right  of  challenging.  The  oath  which 
the  managers  take  is : 

"  I  will  not  permit  any  one  to  challenge,  delay,  or  hinder  any  voter  from  the  free  and 
speedy  castiujj  of  his  ballot." 

Those  are  the  points  violative  of  the  constitution  in  the  election  law  which  Governor 
Bullock  approved. 

Here  is  a  small  item — the  paying  of  an  inordinate  sum  for  the  printing  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  in  pamphlet  form.  I  have  hero  a  copy  of  the  pamphlet.  I  have 
conversed  with  several  printers  as  to  what  would  have  been  the  reasonable  expense  of 
getting  up  that  book.  The  pamphlet  contains  simply  the  constitution  of  Georgia — 
nothing  else,  except  what  is  called  an  analysis.  Some  of  these  printers  with  whom  I 
have  conversed,  say  ten  cents  a  copy  would  be  ample.  Some  say  fifteen,  and  some  b&j 
twenty.  At  the  latter  price  ten  thousand  copies  would  cost  82,000.  Most  of  them  esti- 
mate the  expense  not  higher  than  $1,500.  The  governor  drew  his  warrant  for  $Cly500 
for  the  publication  of  that  little  book  ;  and  I  paid  it  out  of  the  treasury. 

The  next  point  is  paying  the  interest  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad 
bonds,  to  which  the  State  granted  aid.    The  law  on  this  subject  provides : 

**■  In  the  event  that  any  bond  or  bonds,  so  indorsed  by  the  State  as  provided  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  or  the  interest  thereon,  shall  not  be  paid  by  tne  said  railroad 
company  at  maturity,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor,  upon  information  thereof 
to  seize  and  take  x>ossession  of  all  the  property  of  said  railroad  company." 

The  act  then  goes  on  to  provide  that  the  earnings  of  the  railioad  shaU  be  applied  to 
the  extinguishment  of  such  unpaid  bonds  and  interest.  The  covemor  pays  no  atten- 
tion to  that  provision,  but  is  paying  the  interest  on  those  bonds. 

Question,  Does  the  law  which  you  have  just  cited  require  the  seizure  and  sale  of  tl^ 
road  in  case  of  default f 

An8wei\  Yes,  sir;  it  j^oes  on  and  makes  that  provision. 

Quesiion,  Without  seizing  or  attempting  to  sell  the  road,  the  governor  goe6  on  and 
pays  the  interest  ? 

Answa:  Yes,  sir.  He  has  a  sort  of  sub-treasury  in  New  York ;  he  has  another  in  his 
office,  and  he  has  sub-treasuries  all  aiound.  I  call  them  sub-treasuries :  they  are. 
unknown  to  the  law.  The  law  provides  emphatically  that  no  money  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  without  an  appropriation  and  a  wairant.  He  pays  no  more  respect  to 
that  provision  than  if  there  were  no  law.  He  gets  the  money  Irom  New  York,  or  ficom 
the  State  road,  or  wherever  he  can  pick  it  up  Irom  the  sale  of  bonds,  legally  or  otiier^' 
wise. 

Another  point  is  in  regard  to  paying  more  clerks  than  the  law  authorizes.  It  anther^ 
izes  only  one ;  ho  has  five  or  six  clerks  in  his  office. 

The  law  also  requires  that  no  warrant  shall  be  paid  as  a  reward  unless  the  reward 
is  published— that  is,  unless  public  notice  of  the  reward  is  given  in  the  papers. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  mean  rewards  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  criminals  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    The  law  on  the  subject  is  specific : 

"  The  governor  shall,  in  his  discretion,  offer,  and  cause  to  be  i>aid,  rewards  for  the 
detection  or  apprehension  of  the  perpetrator  of  any  felony  committed  within  the  State; 
but  no  such  reward  shall  be  paid  to  any  officer  who  shall  arrest  such  i>erson  in  the  reg- 
ular discharge  of  his  duty  by  virtue  of  process  in  his  hands  to  be  executed,  nor  to  any 
person  who  has  arreste<l  the  offender  previous  to  the  publication  of  the  rewanl." 

The  governor  paid  to  a  Mr.  Moss  $6,000.  The  circumstances  wei*e  these  :  The  par- 
ties some  four  years  before  had  left  and  gone  to  Now  Mexico.  As  I  understand,  they 
had  committed  some  crime  in  Cherokee  County.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  cir- 
cumstances say  the  men  never  would  have  come  back  or  been  heard  of  any  more.  This 
reward  was  never  published  ;  it  was  simply  wintten  out  in  the  executive  office  and  put 
in  the  secretary's  office,, with  orders  not  to  publish  it  for  two  weeks.  The  two  weeks 
expired.    The  secretary  went  to  the  executive  office,  aijd  they  told  him  to  still  with- 
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lK>ld  it.  Parties  finally  came  with  the  proof  that  they  bad  the  prisoners.  I  believe 
tbey  went  clear  to  New  Mexico  to  hant  them  up.  I  refilled  to  pay  the  warrants.  I 
paid  one  fur  $2,000  before  I  knew  the  circnmstanoes.  They  then  pulled  out  two  more, 
am  DUO  ting  to  $4,000,  and  I  thought  it  time  to  look  into  the  matter.  I  found  that  the 
TQW^urd  bsul  not  been  published,  and  I  refused  to  pay  those  warrants,  ^blnally  the  legis- 
lature passed  a  resolution  compelling  me  to  pay  tnem,  and  I  paid  them.  Those  same 
piirti4»  are  now  at  liberty.  They  broke  out  (I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any 
understanding  or  not)  and  $6,000  more  is  offered  for  them.  The  illegality  in  that  case 
was  the  payment  of  rewards  which  were  never  published. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Have  your  school  funds  been  misappropriated  so  that  the  schools  in  Geor- 
gia cannot  be  run  ? 

Ansicer,  We  have  not  any  common-school  fund  there.  It  is  all  used  up.  There  are 
a  few  bonds  there,  but  I  do  not  suppose  they  could  be  negotiated. 

Question.  The  machinery  of  the  office  alone  is  kept  up  f 

Atimcer,  That  is  all. 

Qu^tion.  Were  there  funds  enough  for  your  schools,  if  they  had  been  properly  used  f 

Anstcer.  The  funds  were  not  large.  I  suppose  the  whole  amount  of  those  funds,  if 
we  had  them,  would  not  be  more  than  five  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question,  But  are  not  those  taxes  which  you  mentioned  to  be  added^? 

Answer.  It  does  not  all  amount  to  more  than  the  sum  I  have  jus't  named. 

Question.  A^inually  t  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  those  are  annual  taxes.  The  comptroller  was  required  to  separat 
the  taxes  ;  but  since  last  August  they  have  not  been  separated  at  all ;  they  are  aU  used 
just  as  common  funds. 

Quention.  I  undei"stood  you  to  say  that  prior  to  that  time  these  taxes  produced  five  or 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  mean  .to  say  that.    I  do  not  know  what  they  didvproduce. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qttestion.  Give  us  all  the  information  you  have  relative  to  the  granting  of  pardons  by 
tjie  governor,  the  general  issuing  of  proclamations  offering  rewards,  and  the  cost  of 
these  various  things. 

Answer.  1  have  here  a  statement  of  the  pardons  granted  by  the  governor.  It  is  taken 
directly  from  the  pardon-book,  by  Mr.  Hemphill,  who  is  the  agent  of  the  Associated 
Press  at  Atlanta,  and  the  proprietor  of  the  Constitution,  a  newspaper  published  there. 
It  appears  by  this  statement  that  since  August  2,  1868,  the  governor  has  acted  on  four 
hundred  and  twenty-six  applications  for  pardons.  Of  these,  three  hundred  and  t\yenty- 
one  cases,  involving  three  hundred  and  forty-six  offenses,  were  pardoned,  as  follows : 

Murders  pardoned 48  Horse-stealing 7 

Murders  commuted 18  Bigamy 6 

Simple  larcenies  pardoned  .i 76  Forgery •- 4 

Other  larcenies 14  Perjury 3 

Assaulta  with  intent  to  murder 20  Robbery 8 

Burglaries  in  the  night 18  Fornication  and  adultery 7 

Burglaries  in  the  day 18  Seduction 1 

Manslaughter 18  Incestuous  adultery 1 

Assaults 20  Arson 5 

Asavults  with  intent  to  commit  rape...     5  Misdemeanor 9 

Homicide 1  Bastardy 1 

Ofafioting  and  swindling 3  Rape 1 

Stabbing 3  Compounding  felony 1 

As  regards  the  finances  of  the  State,  it  is  impossible  to  give  testimony  precisely 
without  putting  it  in  figures  on  paper.  I  have  prepared  a  statement  in  that  form, 
complying,  as  I  understand,  with  the  instruction  which  I  received  from  the  circular  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Scott.  In  this  statement  I  have  tried  to  present 
as  dearly  as  possible  the  details  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  State  finances, 
and  the  contrast  between  different  periods.    This  statement  I  certify  to  be  correct. 

The  statement  is  as  follows : 

1857.   Ordinary  expenses  of  Georgia $275,632  43 

^      ' 304,637  59 


1858. 

do." 

do. 

do. 

1859. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

I860. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

369,653  53 
325,600  00 


Total  ordinary  expenses  of  Georgia  for  four  Digitized  by  LjOOg IC 

years  immeoiately  preceding  the  war 1, 275, 523  55 
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1868.  Less  than  nix  months'  ordinary  expenses  of  Georgia «......•      $401, 865  06 

1869.  One  year's  ordinary  expenses  of  Georgia  -  - 848,296  23 

1870.  One  year's  ordinary  expenses  of  Georgia  4 924,413  27 

Total  ordinary  expenses  of  Georgia  for  less  than  two  and  a  half 

years  by  Governor  Bnllock 2,174,576  68 

Subtract  total  ordinary  expenses  for  four  years  under  Govern- 
ors Johnson  and  Brown 1,275,533  56 

1 1       III  1    I 

Leaves  against  Governor  Bullock's  administration  for  less 
thaa  two  and  a  half  years,  more  than  Johnson  and  Brq,wn 
forfour  full  years 899,053  03 

In  the  above  estimates  the  payments  on  account  of  public  debt  are  ti^cen  out  of  both 
accounts,  also  all  appropriations  to  or  for  rei)airs  of  buildings.  The  payments  on  ac- 
count of  school  fund  do  not  enter  into  the  account  of  either ;  as,  under  Governor  Bul- 
lock's recommendation,  the  school  fimd  has  been  taken  and  used  for  general  purposes. 
The  payment^}  on  account  of  artificial  limbs  and  schooling  maimed  soldiers,  bunal  of 
confederate  dead,  removing  furniture,  library,  office  fixtures,  books  and  papers,  from 
Milledgeville  to  Atlanta,  are  all  taken  out.  Also  payments  on  account  of  convention 
scrip.  So  each  period  stands  fairly  alike  on  ordinary  expenses,  which  shows  Governor 
Bullock's  administr^ion,  for  less  than  two  and  a  half  vears,  to  have  been  eight  han- 
dred  and  ninety-nine  thousand  fifty-three  dollars  and  three  cents  more  than  Governor 
Johnson's  and  Governor  Brown's  for  four  years. 

With  no  deduction  from  the  accounts  as  officially  reported  they  stand  thus : 

1857.  Total  amount  paid  out  of  State  treasury $511,789  90 

1858.  do        do  do  do  do       745,470  64 

1859.  do        do  do  do  do        874,465  92 

1860.  do        do  4o  do  do       662,600  00 


1 


2,794,336  46 


1868.  Lessthansix  months $430,957  77 

1869.  Twelvemonths 1,857,825  98 

1870.  Twelvemonths • 1,470,031  02 

I  ! 

3,758,804  77 
Deduct  four  years  before  the  war 2,794,330,46 

Leaves  an  excess  of  Governor  Bullock  for  less  than  two  and  a  half 

years  over  four  years 964,468  31 

Nine  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-eight 

dollars  and  thirty-one  cents. 

Total  for  extra  legal  services  for  1855, 1856, 1857,  1858, 1859, 

and  1860,  (six  yeju«) 17,000  00 

Governor  Bullock,  for  extra  legal  services,  for  less  than  half 
the  time,  has  paid 36,600  09 

Rewards  for  fuffitives,  1855, 1856,  1857, 1858, 1859,  and  1860, 
(six  years, )  all  charged  to  contingent  fund 1, 400  00  , 

Governor  Bullock  lias  paid  by  warrants  on  the  treasury, 

(not  charged  to  the  contingent  fund) *        51,100  OQ 

Less  than  half  the  time  though  thirty  times  as  much. 

Advertising  proclamations,  1855, 1856,  1857, 1858, 1859,  and 
1860,  (six  years,) 5,000  00 

Governor  Bullock  has  paid  lor  less  than  half  the  time,  by 
warrants  on  the  State  treasury 98,300  00 

Incidental  expenses  of  executive  department,  1856,  1857, 
1858,  1859,  1860,  1866,  and  1867,  (seven  years.)  Under 
this  head  only  twenty  dollars  is  charged,  but  I  have  in- 
cluded "  small  articles  furnished  executive  department," 
and  "  articles  furnished  executive  mansion,"  making  in 
all 2,188  76 

Governor  Bullock's  "  incidental  expenses  "  for  less  than  three 
years. 23,800  00 

The  section  of  the  appropriation  bill,  authorizing  the  governor  to  draw 
warrants  on  the  treasury  for  services  or  labor  authorized  by  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  for  which  no  provision  is  made  for  compensation,  has  j 
never  been  used  by  any  governor  except  Governor  [Brown]  T  and  then      9 1^ 
in  amount  about  seven  thousand  dollars,  while  Governor  Bullock  has 
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used  it  to  the  amouut  of  four  hundred  and  Bizteen  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars  and  ninety  ceats $416,620  Ot 


The  annual  eeneral  tax  since  Governor  Biuiock's  administration  has  been  about 
$^00,000  annually  more  than  it  was  before  the  war.    Still  he  has  had  engraved  six 
million  (16,000,000)  dollars  new  State  bonds,  while  the  rate  of  State  taxation  now  is 
over  six  tiines  as  high  as  k  was  in  1860. 
Taking  last  year  as  an  average,  the  tax  for  this  year,  independent  of  the 

rentalofthe  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  will  be $1,280,756  5^ 

Rental  of  Western  and  Atlantic  Eailroad 300,000  00  i 

1,580,756  57 

Ordin^  expenses  for  1671 $500,000  00 

(Which  is  considerably  over  the  average  before  the  war, 
ftnd  more  than  in  I860.) 
One-half  rental  of  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad  for  school 

purposes 150,000  00 

650,000  00 

(This  last  amount,  however,  toother  with  all  the  other  funds  set  apart 
by  the  new  constitution  specially  for  common-school  purposes,  and  to 
be  used  for  no  other,  the  governor  has  used,  and  is,  using  ibr  ordinary 

expenses,)  leaves  a  surpius  to  meet  the  pubHo  debt  of  1871 930, 756  57 

Matured  State  bonds  t)efore  1870 $173,000  00  ' 

Which  should  and  would  all  have  been  hypothecated 
with  the  7  per  cent,  mortgage  bonds  issued  specially  for 
that  purpose,  had  not  Governor  Bullock,  in  violation  of  ex- 
press statute,  sold  $265,000  and  used  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds on  the  Kimbau  Opera  House. 

State  bonds  due  in  1871 154,250  00 

Interest  due  in  1871 427,375  00 

I  754,625  00 

Leaves  a  surplus  for  1871 176,131  57 

After  paying  all  past  due' bonds  and  coupons. 

Where  the  necessity  for  these  six  millions $6, 000, 000  00 

•  new  State  bonds  Governor  Bullock  has  had  engraved,  or  any  portion 
of  I  hem  ?  With  any  regard  for  economy  there  should  be  a  lar^e  sur- 
plus in  the  State  treasury.  At  the  close  of  1869, 1  honestly  estimated 
the  8urx>lus  for  1870,  after  paying  all  liabilities,  including  the  maturing 
interest,  at  over  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  used  as  a  sink- 
ing fund. 

These  six  millions  of  new  State  bonds  are  exclusive  of  the  State  aid  to 

railroads;  for,  independent  of  this  amount,  the  governor  has  had  en-  ^ 
graved  and  sent  to  him  State  gold  bonds,  purporting  to  bo  for  addi- 
tional State  aid  to  the  Brunswick  and  Albany  Uailrof^  Company 2, 760, 000  00 

Add  to  this  the  amount  the  governor  reported  to  Henry  Clews  &  Com- 
pany the  middle  of  March,  as  having  received  the  indorsement  of  the 
State,  (how  many  more  since  1  do  not  know,  as  the  governor  refuses 
to  answer).. 5,923,000  00 

Tlie  previous  'bonded  indebtedness,  including  all  bonds  issued  before 

18& 6,554,450  00 

20,637,500  00 
Deduct  new  currency  bonds  returned  to  State  treasurer's  office 500, 000  00 

And  we  have  present  State  liabilities 20,137,500  00 

counting  all  the  bonds  engraved,  legitimate  and  in  use,  the  amount  of  interest  on 
which  will  be  twice  the  amouut  of  the  annual  general  State  tax. 

But  the  evil  and  danger  do  not  stop  here.  The  governor  approved  bills  granting  ' 
further  State  aid,  or  indorsement,  to  railroads,  to  the  amount  ot  about  thirty  millions 
($30,000,000)  more.  And  if  I  have  been  correctly  informed.  State  indorsed  bonds  have 
b^n  isHucd  by  Governor  Bullock  before  a  mile  of  railroad  w;uj  completed,  or  the  first 
cent  of  subscription  paid.  If  this  recklessness  and  waste  arc  not  speedily  stopped,  but 
an?  followed  up  with  new  issues  of  bonds,  the  result  is  inevitable.  The  State  will  soon 
be  absorbed,  and  the  toiling  farmers,  with  what  little  they  can  gather  up,  will  bo  forced 
to  flee  their  homes  for  safety  from  the  tax-gatherers. 

N.  L.  ANGIER, 

Treasurer  of  Geargitu 
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Expecting  that  I  should  be  asked  in  re^urd  to  Ka-Elox  oatrages,  I  have  written 
dowu  all  that  I  know  ou  that  subject ;  and  X  would  like  this  statement  to  go  in  aa  my 
testimony.    Of  course,  after  I  have  read  it,  I  am  willing  to  answer  any  questions. 

The  statement  is  as  follows :  «- 

I  know  nothing  of  what  are  called  Ku-Klux  only  from  Madam  Rumor  aud  ucwa- 
paper  reports ;  have  never  seen  one.  Think  lawlessness  has  exhibited  itself  iu  soiue 
sections  of  Georgia  as  it  does  at  times  iu  every  State,  and  probably  always  will.  Can- 
not say  how  far  it  has  been  political,  but  believe  it  was  in  some  sections,  and  that  bad 
men,  bolh  black  and  white,  are  now  making  «se  of  the  disguise  for  personal  gain  And 
personal  revenge,  and  boys  for  mischief.  Think  it  a  wonder  that  people  are  as  ^uiet 
and  peaceable  as  they  are,  with  the  corrupt  rings  and  terrible  pliyiderings,  and  over 
three  hundred  pardons  by  the  governor— a  large  portion  for  murder,  in  some  cases 
before  a  trial.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  general  disturbance  and  never  has  been. 
Many  negroes  and  some  whites  are  addicted  to  stealing  and  licentiousness,  and  tliis 
has  causm  disturbance  and  violence  in  some  locations.  If  individual  aocouuts  ^ire 
true,  there  is  a  terrible  condition  of  aflfairs  in  certain  neighborhoods.  Think  theso 
pictures  are  greatly  overdrawn,  as  they  have  proven  to  be  in  most  cases,  and  in  soiue 
entirely  false.  Parties  injured  and  at  interest  are  apt  to  give  extravagant  aooonnts, 
and  with  unprincipled  men  wishing  to  promote  political  and  selfish  ends,  this  is  a  cheap 
and  convenient  way  of  making  p(3itical  capital  and  Inducing  large  rewards  for  made- 
up  sham  cases.  Think  our  courts  are  sufficient  to  restrain  lawlessness  if  the  governor 
will  quit  his  wholesale  pardoning.  Am  of  opinion  the  rights  of  the  negro  are  sa&r  in 
the  hands  of  upright,  intelligent  white  jurors,  than  negro  jurors  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  that  race.  There  is  with  some  a  strong  prejudice,  and  even  hatred,  agaiusc 
the  negro,  mostly  from  political  rights  conferred  on  him;  but  a  great  portion  of  the 
wisest,  best,  and  most  substantial  men,  especially  if  they  are  politicians  and  have  no 
objection  to  holding  office,  are  rather  pleased  that  these  rights  have  been  conferred  to 
the  extent  of  voting,  as  it  makes  more  offices,  and  they  will  control  the  negro  and 
through  him  gain  political  and  representative  strength  for  the^outh.  The  South,  in 
general,  admit  the  legal,  binding  force  of  the  reconstruction  acts  and  the  new  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  until  changed  legitimately,  if  changed  at  all ;  claiming  tbd 
right  of  repeal  or  a  judicial  negative. 

Queeiion.  Does  the  statement  of  figures  wiiich  you  have  presented  embrace  the  gen- 
eral history  of  the  outstanding  bonds  f 

AnstDcr,  Yes,  sir.  In  connection  with  my  statement  that  I  know  nothing  about  out* 
rages,  1  will  say  that  I  had  some  knowledge  of  the  seizing  of  illicit  stills.  A  squad  of 
three  or  four  Federal  soldiers  would  sometimes  be  sent  off  to  the  mountains  to  arrest 
parties  engaged  in  illicit  distilling,  but  no  one  was  ever  killed  or  maltreated.  The 
people  did  not  seem  to  be  very  rebellious  against  these  soldiers.  They  tried  to  seorete 
their  stills,  but  nobody  was  hurt.  The  soldiers  brought  the  stills  iu,  and  freq^uently 
the  men  along  with  them  as  prisoners.  I  never  heard  of  any  violence  at  all  in  con- 
nection with  these  matters. 

Question,  What  effect  do  you  think  the  wholesale  pardons  to  which  you  have  referred 
have  had  upon  the  administration  of  justice  in  your  State  f 

Answer,  It  was  generally  reported,  I  recollect,  in  Hancock  County  or  the  county  ad- 
joining, that  a  negro  said  that  he  had  instructions  from  Governor  Bullock,  that  if  they 
did  such  and  such  crimes  they  should  be  pardoned.  Those  pardons  had  a  bad  effect 
upon  the  community.  Whether  it  was  the  truth  or  not,  the  general  impression  with 
the  colored  people  was  that  if  they  committed  crime  Governor  Bullock  would  pardon 
them.  I  was  surprised  myself  when  I  saw  the  record  of  those  pardons ;  I  did  not 
know  that  the  pardons  had  reached  one-tenth  of  the  number  that  actually  appears  by 
the  records. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  money  having  been  paid  illegally  to  this  man'Eimball ;  st^te 
who  and  what  he  is  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  man  who  came  to  Atlanta,  I  suppose  between  three  and  four  yeai» 
ago ;  that  was  the  first  I  ever  saw  of  him.  As  to  tnat  opera  house,  my  prediction  has 
been  verified  in  one  respect.  I  said  to  a  great  many  members  of  Congress  hese  that 
that  opera  building  would  sell  for  $400,000,  although  it  did  not  cost  half  that  amount. 
It  has  been  sold  to  the  State  for  $380,000 ;  so  that  I  only  missed  it  by  $20,000.  I  haive  no 
question  in  my  mind  that  Governor  Bullock  was  interested  with  Kimball  in  the  opera 
house  and  I  judge  so  from  this  fact :  When  they  were  trying  to  negotiate  a  lease  wiUi  ihe 
citizens,  Governor  Bullock  took  me  into  his  private  room  at  the  National  Hotel }  ho 
wanted  to  get  my  influence  to  pay  $25,000  rent  for  the  portion  of  the  opera  honao 
needed  for  State  purposes.  I  told  him  that  it  was  an  outrageoiu*  rent ;  that  the  eity 
was  not  able  to  pay  it.  He  did  not  say  positively  that  the  State  would  pay  it,  bnt 
intimated  that  he  thought  the  thing  could  be  arranged.  Wo  finally  made  the  lease  fior 
$6,000  when  he  wanted  us  to  pay  $25,000.  Another  circumstance  ou  which  I  fimnd  m>* 
ju<lgment  is  that  he  paid  $55,000  to  Kimball  without  any  appropriation,  $20,000  of  it 
iMiiuff  paid  after  the  general  assembly  had  censured  him  severely.  These  facts  satwfy 
me  that  he  was  interested  in  the  concern.  The  building  -was  finally  sold  for  twice  its 
cost. 
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Question.  Where  is  tbe  residence  of  Kimball  now  t 

•  Anmoer,  He  lives  in  Atlanta.  I 

QueHum,  Does  he  control  some  railroads  f 

Answer,  It  is  reported  that  he  has  bought  on t. the  Brunswick  and  Albany  Railroad, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-five  miles  in  length.  Conant  or  Clews,  in  New  York,  are  in 
B&me  way  mixed  up  in  the  affair,  I  believe. 

Qmstion,  Has  Kimball  become  a  man  of  great  reputed  wealth  f 

Antwer.  I  understood  (I  do  not  know  that  it  is  so)  that  he  gave  in  his  property 
recently  at  $500,000.  When  he  came  there,  three  or  four  years  ago,  he  was  reported  to 
be  'bankrupt  for  a  very  laree  amount.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not.  He  now 
p^retends  to  own  a  hotel  which,  with  furniture  and  everything  in  it,  I  would  presume 
to  be  worth  not  less  than  $600,000.  Then  he  has  bought  this  Brunswick  road ;  when 
he  pretended  to  buy  it  there  had  been  issued  to  the  road,  I  suppose,  $300,000. 

^ti«»fMm.  Is  he  one  of  the  lessees  of  the  State  road  ? 

Anmeer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so:  he  and  BuUock  run  together  in  everything.  I  simply 
fynn  ray  Judgment  from  what  I  see ;  I  have  never  seen  the  contract,  and  know  nothing 
about  the  matter  except  ftom  outside  apx)earanees.  I  understand  that  he  owns  also  a 
mi^rity  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  there.  He  has  taken  stock  in  all  the  railroads.  He 
is  president,  I  believe,  of  four  of  these  new  railroad  schemes  gotten  up  lately. 

Qt^$H(m,  The  Chattanooga  and  Atianta  Railroad  belongs  to  t^e  State,  and  is  known 
as  the  State  road  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ♦ 

i^MeitUm.  Give  us,  as.briefly  as  you  can,  a  history  of  the  management  of  that  road  for 
tbe  last  few  years. 

Answer,  The  road,  two  or  three  years  before  the  war,  ^aid  about  $450,000  net  earn- 
ings amiHidly;  sometimes  it  was  over  that,  and  sometimes  a  little  under,  I  think. 
Since  the  war  the  freight  over  that  road  has  vastly  increased.  Furniture,  hollow-ware, 
a^Hcnltural  implements,  and  everythin^^  of  that  kind,  now  go  over  that  road  from  the 
West,  being  manufactured  in  Cincinnati.  That  freight  used  to  go  generally  over  other 
n^ds.  Thus  the  business  of  the  road  is  vastly  increased.  I  understand  that  during  most 
of  the  business  season  eighteen  freight  trains  a  day  have  been  running.  Governor 
Bullock  is  president  of  this  road,  ex  officio.  For  the  months  of  October,  November,  and 
December,  1869,  the  road  paid  in  nothing ;  Mr.  Foster  Blodgett  was  then  treasurer.  In 
January,  1870,  he  paid  in  $25,000,  and  in  February  of  the  same  year  $20,000,  making 
$45,000.  From  that  time  up  to  the  dose  of  his  administration,  December  27, 1870,  he 
did  »ot  pay  into  the  treasury  one  cent.  Before  I  left,  the  treasurer  of  Georgia  had  paid 
river  $400,000  of  outstanding  debts  against  the  road,  and  it  was  said  there  was  still  a 
large  amount  behind. 

Question.  About  how  much  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  understood  there  were  several  hundred  claims  that  had 
not  been  passed  upon. 

Question.  Was  it  believed  that  it  would  amount  in  all  to  $700,000  f 

Answer.  It  was  reported  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the  road  that  it  would  amount  to 
that.    That  is  simply  a  report ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  true. 

ifuestian.  What  has  become  of  the  money  earned  by  the  road  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  that  is  the  inquiry  of  the  people  generally ;  they  believe  it  has  been 
fraudulently  used  by  the  officers  of  that  road.  Nearly  every  man  who  had  anything  to 
do  with  it  came  there  poor ;  Mr.  Bullock,  for  one,  never  paid  a  cent  of  tax  in  Georgia 
itt  Ms  life,  unless  he  paid  it  this  year.  I  have  looked  at  the  records  myself;  and  up  to 
last  year,  when  the  investi^tion  of  the  committee  was  made,  he  had  never  ^ven  m  a 
cent  of  tax.  He  is  now  buying  plantations  and  stocking  them  with  fine  Enghsh  stock ; 
he  has  the  best  pf  everythmg  and  lives  very  fast. 

QHcsiwn,  What  is  his  salary  f 

Answer.  Only  $4,000  a  year— not  a  third  of  his  family  expenses ;  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
o&e-Blxth.  He  remarked  to  a  person  that  it  would  not  feed  his  horses  on  oats.  Every 
one  itho  has  had  anything  to  do  with  that  road  came  there  apparently  poor ;  and  now 
they  are  all  building  new  houses,  and  riding  in  fine  carriages. 

QuegHo^u  In  your  opinion  what  ought  tlmt  road  under  good  honest  management  to 
have  paid  the  State  t 

Amswer.  Mr.  Jones,  who  was  formerly  treasurer  of  the  State,  and  received  the  funds  of 
that  road  for  eight  years,  stated  to  me  that  his  last  estimate,  which  was  in  1867,  was 
1600,000  net  earnings  annually'.  Governor  Brown,  who  was  eovernor  eight  years,  was 
i&  my  office  a  little  over  a  year  ago,  and  stated  to  me  that  he  Knew  the  business  of  that 
rottd;  that  he  had  run  it  for  eight  years;  that  he  knew  what  the  rate  of  freight  was 
when  he  ran  it,  and  what  it  was  now :  that  he  had  plantations  on  the  road  and  was 
very  familiar  with  its  business ;  and  tnat  the  road  could  be  made  to  pay,  and  ought  to 
pay  at  that  time,  $55,000  net  earnings  monthly.  The  estimate  of  Mr.  Jones  was  $wO,000 
n  year,  which  would  be  $50,000  a  month.  C^  r\r\rAo 

Question.  The  road  has  since  been  leased  to  a  party  of  gentileme^ltized  by  VjOOQ IC 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  Who  compofle  that  party  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Delauo,  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Scott,  Mr.  Kimball,  Mr.  Biobasd 
Peters,  Mr.  John  P.  King,  Joe  Brown,  and  others. 

Question.  Do  Kimball  and  Joe  Brown  hold  any  more  than  one  share  each  t 

Aitswer.  1  do  not  know  anything  aboat  that ;  they  keep  these  things  covered  up. 

Question.  The  governor  is  not  ostensibly  in  that  lease  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  if  he  is  represented  at  all,  I  think  it  is  in  some  fictitious  way. 

Question.  Has  any  effort  been  made  to  conceal  the  true  state  of  the  indebtedness  and 
liabilities  of  the  State  of  Gleorgia  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  law  requires  the  treasurer  to  make  reports  of  all  bonded  indebt- 
edness— the  amount  of  interest  and  bonds  falling  due.  The  treasurer  is  sworn  to  do 
this.  This  thing  had  been  covered  up  so  much  in  darkness  by  Governor  Bullock,  tbat 
I  wrote  to  Mr.  Clews,  requesting  him  to  give  me  a  statement  of  the  bonds  he  had 
received,  the  amount  hyi>othecated,  the  amount  sold,  at  what  price,  and  what  disposi- 
tion had  been  made  of  the  proceeds.  My  son  presented  the  letter  to  Mr.  Clewa  Mr. 
Clews  immediately  telegm^lied  to  Qovemor  Bullock,  stating  what  I  wanted.  Gk>vernoi 
Bullock  t-elegraphed  to  Mr.  Clews  to  answer  no  questions  at  all,  and  stated  that  if  I 
wanted  to  know  such  things  I  could  learn  them  at  his  office.  I  wrote  him  a  letter  ask- 
ing for  that  information  ;  but  I  cot  no  answer.  The  day  I  wrote  tiie  letter  he  was  not 
there ;  but  he  got  there  before  I  lefk.  I  vnrote  a  letter  to  his  secretary,  requesting  a 
statement  in  roTatiou  to  the  bonds  of  some  of  the  railroads.  I  got  no  answer  before  X 
left,  though  t  he  governor  had  returned  and  was  in  his  office.  Vhe  secretary,  when  my  son 
went  up,  said  that  he  could  not  answer  it,  and  that  he  would  refer  it  to  Governor  Bul- 
lock. I  ^ot  a  letter  from  my  son  lately,  stating  that  it  has  never  been  answered.  The 
attempt  is  to  keep  all  that  matter  concealed* 

Question.  The  attempt  of  the  governor  and  his  friends  who  ought  to  give  tiie  infor- 
mation f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  have  it  and  can  give  it,  you  think  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  certainly.  I  have  here  the  statement  of  the  party  who  engraveii 
those  bonds,  showing  that  the  governor  has  had  four  million  of  gold  bonds  engraved— 
out-and-out  State  bonds. 

By  the  ChaiIiman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qiuestion.  Did  you  reside  in  Georgia  during  the  war  f 

Answer.  1  lived  there  until  the  last  part  of  1863.  I  went  out  during  that  time  once. 
I  felt  as  if  everything  was  going  to  ruin ;  I  wanted  to  save  a  little,  and  I  passed  through 
the  lines  by  the  way  of  Memphis,  carrying  off  what  effects  I  could  at  gceat  hasard.  I 
passed  the  vide t tea  and  pickets,  I  don't  know  how ;  but  I  did  pass  them  without  sit- 
ing anything  to  thom.  I  came  to  this  place.  The  way  I  got  back  l^as,  that  I  was  sent 
back  by  the  Government  on  the  steamer  that  was  running  to  City  Point,  on  the  James 
River.  I  came  on  to  see  what  arrangements  I  could  mak^  with  the  Government  here. 
I  went  back  and  got  my  family  out. 

Question.  You  succeeded  in  avoiding  any  complication  with  the  rebellion  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  were  you  elected  treasurer  of  Georgia  f 

Answer.  In  1868,  on  the  reorgiuiization  of  the  State  government. 

Quoetion.  Is  the  treasurer  of  your  State  elected  by  the  people  or  the  legislature  f 

Answer.  By  the  legislature. 

Question.  You  came  in  as  treasurer  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Bullock  came  in  as  governor  ? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yoa  and  Governor  Bullock  had  a  great  deal  of  controversy  and  ditt- 
culty  f 

Answer.  None  uhtil  he  be^an  to  use  those  funds  of  the  State. 

Question.  Your  controversies  have  all  been  in  relation  to  these  official  matters  ff 

Answer.  As  you  ask  me  that  question,  I  can  state  fully  how  our  difficulty  first  oom- 
menoedyif  you  would  like  to  hear  it. 

Question.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  important.  But.  in  relation  to  all  these  matters  of 
which  you  have  been  testifying,  you  and  Governor  Bullock  have  been  in  controveray  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question^  Has  that  controversy  been  very  severe  and  bitter  f 

Answer,  It  has. 

Question.  There  is  no  friendly  feeling  between  you  and  him  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  speak  to  him.    I  think  he  would  to  me  if  I  would  let  him. 

Question.  You  consider  him  a  bad  man  t 

Answer.  Very. 

Queation.  A  corrupt  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  very  corrupt. 

S^*' Ar"™^  ""^"^  ^  °'3' '"'^  ^y  Google 
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Qi(«9fum.  Ton  atid  he  have  made  a^ood  many  puhlioations  on  this  subject  in  the 
newspapers  and  by  pamphlets  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuetUom.  Each  of  yon  has  given  to  the  pablio  your  version  of  these  things  in  a  great 
variety  of  ways  t 

Anwwer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuetHtm^  He  does  not  admit  what  you  charge— that  he  has  been  goil^  of  corrup- 
tion f  » 

Answer,  He  does  not  deny  that  he  has  done  what  I  have  reported  here.  He  would 
not  admit  that  anything  he  did  was  wrong. 

QirmfMm.  He  does  not  admit  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  corruption  in  relation  to 
tiMMe  financial  matters? 

Answer,  I  do  not  suppose  he  would  admit  it. 

QniBstion,  He  attempts,  in  a  public  way,  and  in  published  documents,  to  justify  all 
tlifit  be  has  done,  does  faie  not  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  answers  these  points  as  regards  these  funds  which  he  has 
us^.    He  disclaims,  of  course,  doing  anything  illegal. 

Question,  The  answers  that  he  has  maae  are  not  satisfactory  to  you  f 

Jassimer,  Not  at  all. 

QHSsiion,  But  he  claims  to  have  answered  all  these  things  in  such  a  way  as  to  show 
ihsA  he  has  not  been  guilty  of  any  malpractice,  misfeasance,  or  corruption  in  offlce  f 

A!n9wer,  I  presume  that  he  looks  at  it  iui  that  light. 

QisesHon,  He  so  claims,  does  he  not  t 

Answer,  Yee,  sir.  * 

Question,  How  did  you  come  to  appear  here  as  a  witness  f 

Asnswer,  I  was  summoned  here. 

Question,  Had  you  any  correspondence  with  the  committee,  or  any  portion  of  it,  before 
yoa  were  summoned  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  With  whomt 

Answer,  The  chairman,  Mr.  Scott,  sent  me  a  circular,  in  the  first  place. 

Question,  Asking  you  to  give;  officially,  certain  information  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  asking  answers  to  certain  questions. 

Question,  You  f^ave  that  information  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  an  official  statement  so  fstr  as  you  could  make  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  private  correspondence  with  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee f 

Ansfcer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  private  correspondence.  I  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Beck. 

Mr.  Bkck.  It  was  not  a  jvrivate  letter ;  you  can  tell  all  there  was  in  it. 

Answer,  I  did  not  understand  that  it  was  private.  It  simply  stated  that  I  might 
possibly  be  wanted  as  a  witness,  and  that  he  would  like  me  to  post  myself  on  the  rail- 
road matters  and  other  subjects.  It  had  no  relation  to  politics  or  anything  of  that 
kind. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Did  you  answer  Mr.  Beck  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quegtion,  Is  that  the  only  correspondence  that  you  have  had  with  reference  to  your 
ftlteudance  as  a  witness  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  all. 

Question,  You  had  no  communication  firom  Mr.  Scott  except  the  circular  already 
mentioned  f 

Answer,  That  was  all. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

(luestion.  Was  not  ray  only  communication  to  you  a  statement  that  you  might  be 
called  before  the  committee,  and  advising  you  to  inform  yourself  about  the  manage- 
ment  of  those  railroads,  and,  I  believe,  also  about  the  pardons  f  * 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  those  were  the  two  points. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  You  think  that  Governor  Bullock  has  been  extravagant  in  his  expendi- 
tures ;  that  where  the  money  he  has  paid  out  has  gone  for  the  public  service,  the  items 
are  extra v^rant  t 

Answer,  Tney  have  been,  as  a  general  thing :  sometimes  ten,  sometimes  fifty  times  as 
high  as  corresponding  expenditures  before  tne  war.  I  think  they  are  very  extrava- 
euit.  I  think  they  were  intended  to  subsidize  whatever  they  wore  applied  to.  I  think 
Sbat  was  his  purpose. 
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Question,  Where  he  has  paid  out  money  for  any  public  serrice,  you  think  he  has  paid 
a  great  deal  too  much — ^more  than  honest  com[>en8atiou  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  idea. 

Question,  And  you  think  that  a  good  deal  of  the  public  fimds  has  been  absorbed  by 
himself  aod  his  friends ;  has  not  been  expended  for  the  public  service  at  all  T 

Ansicer,  Well,  I  can  say  nothing  except  in  relation  to  that  contingent  fund  which  has 
1>een  absorbed,  I  do  not  know  how,  and  those  bonds ;  I  do  not  know  what  ^ps  become 
of  them  ;  I  am  in  the  dark  with  reference  to  that  matter. 

Question.  As  to  that  contingent  fund,  how  much  of  it  has  really  been  paid  out  for 
proper  matters  of  public  service  and  public  concern,  you  do  not  know  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  All  you  know  is  that  the  expenditure  is  large — larger  than  was  formerly 
made? 

Ansxcei',  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Would  you  not  naturally  have  expected  that  the  expenses  of  your  State 
would  be  very  much  larger  now  than  they  were  before  the  war  ? 

Anstcer,  They  probably  would  be  somewhat  larger,  after  what  we  have  gone  through 
with. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know,  as  a  matter  of  public  information,  that  the  expenses  ^f 
all  the  Northern  States  are  several  times  greater  now  than  before  the  war  t 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  with  tnem ;  I  suppose  their  expenses  are  greater. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  by  public  information  that  the  expenses  of  the  Northern 
States  are  very 'much  larger  than  they  wore  before  the  war  ? 

Ansuer.  I  suppose  that  some  of  them  are.  I  get  re^rts  from  the  various  St-ates,  but 
1  have  not  compared  them. 

Question.  You  know  that  the  changes  in  the  currency  and  changes  in  prices  have 
tended  to  make  everything  vastly  more  expensive  than  before  the  war  T 

A  nsiver.  I  believe  that  family  expenses,  &c.,  are  a  little  more  extravagant  than  they 
were  before  the  war. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  wages  and  salaries  of  every  kind  have  to  be  much 
higher  now  than  they  were  then  t 

^M*ifer.  In  some  cases  they  are  not.  My  salary  is  only  $2,000  a  year.  I  do  not  live 
on  it  however ;  I  have  other  income.  The  salaries  of  the  public  officers  of  Georgia  are 
the  same  as  they  were  before  the  war.  The  salaries  of  the  governor's  secretaries  have 
been  increased,  but  the  other  salaries — the  salaries  of  the  governor,  comptroller,  treas- 
urer, secretary  of  state,  attorney  general,  and  other  officers-^are  the  same  as  before  the 
war. 

Qitcstion,  The  first  State  bonds  that  were  authorized  by.  your  legislature  were  some 
bonds  to  take  up  the  old  State  debt  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  since  Governor  Bullock  came  in.  There  were  some  bonds  issued 
in  IdGG  to  take  up  the  old  State  debt.  The  first  that  Governor  Bullock  issued  were  in 
186S. 

Question.  You  read  an  act  passed  in  1866  authorizing  the  issue  of  $600,000  of  bonds. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  those  were  to  take  up  the  old  bonds. 

Question,  When  were  those  bonds  issued  f 

Answer,  At  difierent  times. 

Question.  Were  all  of  the  bonds  authorized  by  the  act  issued? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  all  issued  before  Governor  Bullock  came  into  office  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  those  and  more  too.    He  received  $604,000. 

Question.  If  those  bonds  were  all  issued  before  Governor  Bullock  came  into  office, 
why  have  they  anything  to  do  with  his  administration? 

Ansner.  They  were  not  all  used  up.  The  bonds  had  not  fallen  due.  They  fell  due  in 
IBOS,  1869,  and  1870. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Governor  Bullock  misapplied  any  of  the 
$600,000  of  bonds  authorized  by  the  act  of  1866  ? 

Answer.  Certainly  he  did ;  he  applied  them  in  opposition  to  the  express  provision  of 
law.  The  law  expressly  declares  that  they  shall  be  used  in  hypothecating  and  taking 
up  the  old  bonds.  He  sold  $265,000  of  those  bonds  and  appropriated  them  to  other  pur- 
poses—$55,QP0,  I  suppose,  to  Kimball,  and  the  balance  to  State  purposes— I  do  not  know 
what. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  any  portion  of  the  money  raised  by  the  sale  of 
those  bonds  was  applied  by  him  to  anything  not  a  legitimate  State  debt  ? 

Ansu^r.  Y'es,  sir ;  I  do  say  so,  most  emphatically. 

Question,  How  much  of  that  money  do  you  claim  he  used  for  some  other  puiposo  than 
to  pay  indebtedness  of  the  State  ?  •  '  '  ^ 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  of  any  more  than  the  $55,000. 

Question.  What  was  that  paid  for  ?  r^  i 

Answer.  To  Kimball,  for  the  Kimball  Opera  House.  Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Question,  You  say  that  he  sold  $265,000  of  those  bonds.    Did  he  sell  them  at  par  T 
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An$wer,  No ;  tboy  brought  89,  91,  and  different  prices. 

QwEsHon.  So  that  he  got  something  less  than  $235,000  in  money  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  something  less ;  1  forget  the  exact  amoant. 

Quetiion.  What  is  the  Kimball  House,  a  hotel  f 

A%8icer,  ^o,  sir ;  it  is  called  the  Kimball  Opera  House ;  it  is  used  as  a  Stat©  house  now. 

Question.  Some  of  this  money  was  applied  toward  payment  for  that  building  T 

Anstcer.  I  suppose  it  was.  The  governor  let  them  have  money,  and  ho  held  the  bonds ; 
I  do  not  know  where  he  got  the  money,  except  by  the  sale  of  the  bonds. 

Qicetfion.  Did  he  let  the  parties  have  that  money  privately  or  as  governor  ? 

2i»«rer.  He  let  them  have  it  as  governor;  he  signed  the  checks  as  governor. 

Qt^UoH,  It  was  understood  that  this  building  was  being  erected  with  a  view  to  its 
being  used  by  the  State  f 

Ansicer'  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  understood  when  it  was  built  T. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  State,  through  Governor  Bullock,  advanced  a  certain  amount  to 
Kimball  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  building  was  subsequently  sold  to  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  payment  by  the  Stat©  for  that  building,  was  the  money  which  had 
been  advanced  by  the  State  counted  as  part  of  the  purchase-money  f 

Anstcer.  I  believe  the  bill  included  it,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  transactions. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  that  the  money  which  you  suppose  came 
from  the  sale  of  those  bonds,  and  which  was  advanced  to  Kimball,  was  not  accounted 
for  between  him  and  the  State  when  the  building  was  settled  for  T 

Anstcer.  1  presume  it  was  accounted  for.  I  do  not  know  how  they  could  get  around 
it. 

Qumtion,  Then  the  wrong,  if  there  was  any,  on  the  part  of  Governor  Bullock,  in  con- 
nection with  that  matter,  was  iu  applying  that  money  to  a  different  obligation  of  the 
State  from  that  which  the  law  contemplated  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  an  obligation  of  the  State  at  all.  There  was  no  obligatioki  to  pay 
the  |55,000. 

Questian.  It  was  an  obligation  that  the  State  contracted  at  some  time  t 

Answer.  The  State  had  not  contracted  at  all,  in  any  way.  The  building  was  Il^ased 
by  the  city  of  Atlanta  for  the  use  of  the  State  for  ten  years.  Governor  SQllock  paid 
$55,000  to  Kimball,  to  finish  it,  without  any  appropriation.  ^ 

Question.  As  that  time  had  the  State  no  interest  m  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  ^ 

Question,  But  the  State  did  subsequently  buy  it  T      . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  claim  that  that  purchase  was  unauthorized  t 

Answer.  I  do^not  want  to  give  the  manipulations  that  were  gone  through. 

Question.  The  State  bought  it  by  virtue  of  a  legislative  enactment  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  this  sum  of  money  which,  as  yon  suppose,  Governor  Bullock  had  ad- 
vanced was  accouutiHl  for  as  part  of  the  purchase-money  T 
•    Answer.  1  suppose  so. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  it  was  T 

Answer,  Only  from  the  general  rascality  going  on  there. 

Question.  Have  you  any  belief  on  the  subject  T 

Answer.  I  have  a  belief  that  they  swindle  and  plunder  whenever  they  can. 

Question.  Have  you  any  belief  that,  iu  the  settlement  for  the  price  of  that  building 
between  th©  State  and  Mr.  Kimball,  the  money  which  Governor  Bullock  had  advanced 
on  behalf  of  the  State  was  not  accounted  for  t 

Awwer.  1  cannot  say  but  there  might  be  some  ground  for  suspicion ;  for  as  treasurer 
of  the  State  I  never  saw  any  statement  or  account  of  the  bonds,  or  the  amount  paid 
for  them ;  they  should  have  gone  through  the  treasurer's  hands  and  a  registry  should 
hare  been  kept  of  their  being  paid  out.    I  never  paid  out  any  of  those  bonds. 

Questiou.  You  have  no  evidence  that  in  the  settlement  for  the  price  of  that  building 
the  advance  made  by  Governor  Bullock  was  not  accounted  for  f 

Anstcer.  No.  sir. 

Questian.  Then  the  wrong  committ>ed  by  Governor  Bullock,  if  he  committed  any  with 
reference  to  that  matter,  was  in  applying  the  money  of  the  State  to  a  purpose  for 
which  the,  bonds  were  not  created  T 

Answer.  No ;  here  was  the  wrong :  there  was  a  trick,  and  I  have  no  doubt  tlid  money 
IMS  put  in  for  that  purpose.  In  the  first  place,  the  State  of  Georgia  had  nothing  to  do 
with  putting  the  bnildinjr  in  order  f(>r  the  ceneral  assembly ;  that  was  an  enterprise 
of  the  city  of  Atlanta.  When  the  city  of  Atlanta  was  putting  it  in  preparation,  Gok- 
emor  Bollock  paid  this  money,  although  the  general  assembly  had  previously  refoaed  td 
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authorize  him  to  do  so.  After  he  had  paid  ont  $35,000  of  the  $55,000,  two  legisktrve 
committees  reported  that  his  action  was  illegal,  nnaathorized  hy  law ;  that  he  had 
acted  in  violation  of  law  in  doing  it.  Directly  after  the  passage  of  that  resolution,  he 
went  to  New  York  and  paid  $20,000  more,  when  there  was  no  contract  whatever  by 
the  State  to  do  so.  You  have  asked  me  whether  that  money  was  not  spent  for  par- 
poses  of  the  State.  My  answer  is  that  it  was  spent  for  purposes  which  the  State  iiad 
nothing  to  do  with  at  the  time  it  was  paid  ont. 

Question,  Eventually  the  State  bonglit  that  building  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiedtion,  And  eventually  the  State  recognized  this  advance  of  money  that  had  been 
made  as  a  proper  one ;  that  is,  it  inured  to  the  benefit  of  the  State  in  the  purckasoy 
though  you  say  at  the  time  Governor  Bollock  advanced  the  money  he  had  no  ri|^  to 
do  sof 

Answer.  Yes,  it  appears  that  way ;  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  throusk  all 
the  manipulations  with  regard  to  those  bonds.  I  am  willing  the  transaction  shall  ap- 
pear as  fair  as  it  can. 

Questian,  Eventually  the  State  had  the  benefit  of  that  money  which  the  Governor 
advanced  f 

Answer.  1  think  that  the  money  so  advanced  led  to  the  State  being  swindled  ont  of 
$100,000,  and  more  too.    That  is,  it  fwced  the  State  to  buy  the  building. 

By  Mr.  Cobdrn: 
Question.  What  did  the  building  cost  the  State  t 
Answer.  $380,00Q. 
Question,  Is  it  all  paid  for  T 
Answer,  I  suppose  it  is.  .     ' 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  actual  cost  of  constmcting  the  building  f 

Answer.  .1  do  not,  though  I  ought  to,  for  I  lost  $1,000  by  it ;  it  was  first  gotten  up  as 
an  opera-house.    I  do  not  suppose  that  building  cost  Mr.  Kimball  more  than  $2002000. 

Question.  You  think,  then,  that  the  State  pain  too  large  a  price  for  the  bnildii^  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu>estion.  That  purchase  was  made  under  an  act  of  the  legislature? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  I  wish  to  make  some  inquiries  about  the  misapplication  of  the  school  fond. 
As  I  understand,  cei^ain  portions  of  your  State  revenue  were,  by  your  constitution, 
required  to  be  kept  as  a  scnool  fund  for  school  purposes  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question.  Governor  Bullock  wanted  to  nse  those  funds  for  some  other  purpose  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

(Question.  And  you,  as  treasurer,  refused  to  part  with  them,  thinking  it  was  a  misappro- 
priation of  the  money  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  did  the  governor  want  to  use  those  funds  t 

Answer.  General  expenses  of  the  State — ^his  general  expenses. 

Question.  As  treasurer,  you  refused  to  respond  to  his  drafts  upon  that  mon^  fiff 
general  State  indebtedness  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  held  that  by  your  constitution  that  money  was  sequestered  to  that  par- 
ticular purpose  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  legislature  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  nse  of  those  funds  for  otbm 
purposesT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  it  was  to  pay  themselves,  I  recollect. 

Question.  After  the  legislature  passed  this  act,  the  money  was  paid  out  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  some  bonds  were  placed  in  your  hands  as  treasurer  to  replace  the  funds 
taken  out  f 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  bonds  which  w^re  issued  in  1868,  to  pay  off  the  expenses  of  the 
general  assembly.  After  they  were  issued  Governor  Bullock  went  on  to  New  York ; 
and  the  president  of  the  Fourth  National  Bank,  in  writing  to  me,  said  that  the  bonds 
had  not  been  sold,  because  from  the  governor's  representations  the  Board  of  Trade 
oonsidered  that  they  were  illegaL 

Question.  Those  bonds  have  never  been  sold  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  are  now  in  the  treasury. 
•    Question,  They  were  issued  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  the  legislature  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  la68. 
•  Question,  And  the  legislature  concluded  to  take  the  school  fund  to  pay  its  own  mem- 
bers, and  to  put  in  the  ^laoe  of  the  school  fund  those  bonds  that  were  issued  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  legislature  f 
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Anmoer.  Tea,  sir ;  they  pat  into  the  txeasnryj  in  place  of  the  school  ftind,  bonds 
-wliich,  from  Gk>Temor  Ballook'^repreeentatious  in  New  York,  were  considered  ill^al. 

QaiegiMm.  The  result  was  that  the  school  fund  got  the  State  bonds,  and  the  legisla- 
ture got  the  school  fands? 

An»wer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  since  then  whatever  comes  into  the  treasury  goes  out  as  fast 
«s  it  comes  in.    There  is  no  division  made. 

QuestMn,  Do  you  claim  that  in  that  transaction  of  taking  the  school  fund  to  pay  the 
legislature,  and  putting  these  other  bonds  in  place  of  the  school  fund,  there  was  any 
corruption f  I  am  not  asking  whether  the  proceeding  was  agreeable  to  law;  but,  in 
^oor  opinion,  did  Governor  Bullock  privately  pocket  anything  t 

An9Wisr,  I  do  not  suppose  he  did. 

QnesUeitu  You  say  that  he  paid  a  certain  snm  to  a  committee  that  went  to  the  Ken- 
tncky  legislature  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QmetUon,  Th^re  was  a  bill  pending  in  the  KeBtpdiy  legislature  for  a  railroad  from 
Cincinnati  to  meet  your  road  f 

An9wer.  To  extend  to  Chattanooga. 

Que&Hon,  Was  it  supposed  or  claimed  that  the  railroad  would  add  greatly  to  the 
basinees  revenues  of  your  State  road  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  pi-esumed  that  it  would,  and  I  think  it  would  do  so  largely. 

QtLetrtion,  And  Governor  Bullock  took  the  responsibility  of  sending  some  men  up 
there  to  urge  the  passage  of  that  bill  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QvetHan.  And  vou  think  that  was  contrary  to  law  t 

Answer.  I  think  he  paid  them  five  times  as  much  as  he  should  have  done.  He  paid 
them  |2,700.  I  believe  they  took  a  clerk  or  a  stenographer  alouj^  to  report  their  speeches. 
The  payment  was  far  in  excess  of  any  previous  payment  for  similar  purposes. 

Qwtiion,  You  think  they  were  paid  more  than  they  ought  to  have  ueen  f 

Anmcer,  There  was  no  appropriation.  The  governor  had  no  right  to  pay  them  any- 
ihiag. 

QuestUm.  You  do  not  suppose  he  pocketed  anything  in  that  transaction  f 

Answer.  O,  I  guess  not ;  it  is  rather  too  small  a  matter. 

Question,  You  say  that  Governor  Bullock  paid  too  much  for  publishing  the  State  eon- 
Btitution  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  judging  from  what  all  the  book-men  have  told  me. 

QueaUon.  Did  the  sum  paid  include  the  payment  of  somebody  for  preparing  the  book 
and  the  index  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  it  did.  There  was  a  bill  passed  authorizing  a  young  man  named 
Conly,  who  is  the  State  librarian,  to  prepare  the  book. 

QuestUm,  How  many  copies  were  published  t 

Answer,  Teu  thousand,  tor  which  ^11,500  was  paid. 

Queetion.  That  included  the  payment  of  somebody  for  preparing  the  book  for  publi- 
cation and  making  the  index  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  was  told  that  it  could  have  been  published  without  any  pay- 
ment for  preparing  it ;  and  I  have  never  heard  the  fair  cost  estimated  at  over  ^2,000. 

Question.  You  think  too  much  was  paid  for  preparin^nd  publishing  that  book  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  governor  pocketed  anything  in  that  transaction  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  hate  to  say  what  I  think  about  that. 

Queeiion,  You  need  not  have  any  delicacy  on  my  account. 

Answer.  Perhaps  I  am  hardly  in  a  condition  to  do  Governor  Bullock  justice. 

Question.  You  must  make  just  so  much  or  so  little  allowance  for  your  prejudice  as 
you  deem  necessary. 

Answer.  I  should  hate  to  swear  that  I  did  not  think  he  had  any  interest  in  it. 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  who  prepared  this  work  for  publication  t 

Answer.  A  particular  friend  of  the  governor. 

Question.  Who  was  he  f 

Answer.  His  name  is  Conly.        .  * 

Question.  Is  he  a  lawyer  f 

Answer.  He  claims  to  be.  He  is  the  State  librarian.  I  never  heard  of  his  having 
eases  in  court. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  how  much  of  this  sum  was  paid  to  him  for  his  services,  and 
how  much  was  paid  for  the  printing  of  the  book  f 

Answer.  I  only  know  what  printers  say  the  flE^r  expense  of  the  work  would  be. 

Quesiion.  Do  you  know  how  much  the  printers  of  this  work  were  in  fact  paid  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 
*  Quoflion.  But  you  think  the  whole  sum  paid  for  the  publication  of  the  work  is  more 
than  it  ought  to  be  T  r^  i 

An$wer.  i  jndge  so.  Digitized  by  LjOOSIC 

QwesiUni.  The  governor,  you  say,  has  paid  the  interest  on  some  railroad  bonds.  Those 
were  bonds  whicn  the  State  guaranteed  f 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  railroad  company  failed  to  pay  the  interett  as  it  fell  dae  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  woat  I  uuderstaod. 

Question,  And  the  State  was  bound  by  its  obligation  to  pay  it  when  the  OMlroMic 
pauy  failed  to  pay  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QueaUon,  How  large  an  amount  of  those  railroad  bonds  was  outstanding f 

Answer.  That  is  one  of  the  questions  I  asked  Governor  Bullock  in  the  letter  which  I 
wrote  to  him  some  three  weeks  ago,  and  I  received  no  answer. 

Question,  When  were  the  bonds  issued  f 

A}i8%oer,  In  18b9 ;  they  were  never  reported  to  me  at  all. 

QMesHon,  Were  those  bonds  issued  by  the  railroad,  companies  themselves  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  are  indorsed  by  the  State,  and  we  ought  to  know  tho 
amount.    Tlie  State  made  itself  liable  for  so  mnch  per  mile. 

Question,  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  State  has  guaranteed  any  more  of 
the  bonds  than  the  law  authorized  ? 

Answer,  As  to  that  road,  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  any  such  thing. 

Question,  What  amount  of  railroad  bonds  ought  to  be  outstanding  in  complianoe  with 
the  law  f 

Answer,  For  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  road  ? 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer  That  is  what  I  do  not  know  I  say  that  that  was  one  of  the  inquiries  in  the 
letter  which  I  addressed  to  Qovernor  Bullock  before  I  left. 

QuesUon,  Do  you  know  whether  jnst  so  many  bonds  as  tiie  law  authorized  have  been 
issued  f 

Ansif>er,  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question,  What  amount  of  bonds  per  mile  was  anthorieed  to  be  issued? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that. 

Question,  The  law  states  that  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question,  As  to  the  amount  of  those  bonds  authorized  to  be  outstanding,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  State  to  pay  them  if  the  railroad  company  failed  f 

Answer,  t'es,  sir.    The  law  points  out  how  they  shall  be  paid. 

Qii^Hon.  What  you  complain  of  is  that  the  governor  has  not  seized  the  railroad  ami 
its  property  t 

Answer.  I  simply  complain  that  he  has  not  complied  with  the  law. 

Question,  When  was  this  interest  paid  f 

Answer,  The  notice  appeared  in  the  Tribune  three  or  four  weeks  aso ;  that  was  t^ 
first  I  knew  of  it.  It  was  a  notice  that  they  would  be  paid  at  the  office  of  Mr.  Clews, 
the  banker,  in  New  York.  y 

Question,  That  was  a  very  recent  transaction  ? 

Answer,  Something  over  a  month  ago. 

Question,  And  the  governor  has  not  yet  seized  the  railroad? 

Answer,  I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Question,  And  that  is  your  complaint  against  him  growing  out  of  that  transaction  f 

Answer,  ThQ  law  says  that  dlit  of  the  proceeds  of  the  road  after  it  has  been  seized 
the  interest  shall  be  paid  on  the  bonds. 

Question,  But  the  guarantee  of  the  State  upon  the  bonds  is  to  pay  immediately  upon 
the  default  of  the  company  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  The  law  is  that  if  the  interest  is  not  paid  by  the  road,  the  governor 
shall  seize  it  and  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  road  pay  the  interest. 

Question,  You  think  that  apparently  Governor  Bullock  has  taken  measures  to  pay  the 
interest  before  selling  the  road  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  has  violated  the  law  in  paying  the  interest  in  any  other  way  than 
the  law  provides.  I  do  not  suppose  he  is  cheating  the  State  out  of  anything ;  I  do  not 
make  that  point  at  all ;  but  simply  that  he  has  violated  the  law. 

Question,  Do  those  railroad  bonds  appear  in  the  statement  which  yon  have  presented  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  are  included  in  the  amoqut—five  millionaand  something — 
which  Governor  Bnllock  reported  to  dews  &,  Co. 

Question,  Have  you  any  idea  about  the  amount  of  these  railroad  bonds — ^\v'hat  they 
should  be  t 

Answer,  I  suppose  that  the  five  millioins  ranbraoed  in  that  statement  is  no  more  than 
the  law  allows. 

Question,  Do  yon  suppose  that  this  amount,  |5,923,<X)0,  is  legitimate  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  it  has  gone  through  the  forms  of  law.  I  do  not  suppose,  how- 
ever, that  every  requirement  has  been  complied  with. 

(^testion.  And  you  put  it  in  this  statement  as  indebtedness  of  the  State  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  complain  that  Governor  Bnllock  is  paying  this  interest  befbre  he 
realizes  it  out  of  the  sale  of  the  property  of  the  railroad  f  ^ 
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Answer.  I  simply  oomplaiQ  that  be  has  not  eompHed  with  the  law. 
QmesUon,  That  is  the  point  in  which  yon  say  he  has  not  complied  with  the  law  f 
Yes,  sir. 


By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Queitum,  There  is  no  comi^aint  that  half  the  roads  has  not  been  made,  as  the  law 
ptoTideet 

Answer.  The  Chattanooga  road  was  seized  some  time  ago.  It  has  been  enjoined  once 
or  twice.    Finally  Stanton  has  got  possession  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  As  to  the  payment  of  rewards,  you  say  that  your  constitution  or  statute 
provides  that  uothiDg  shall  be  paid  as  a  reward  where  the  reward  haa  not  been  pub*> 
liahed  before  the  arrest  is  made  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesH4m.  And  you  say  that  in  one  instance  the  governor  paid  a  reward  where  the  arrest 
was  made  without  any  publication  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questum,  Did  not  your  le^lature  pass  a  special  act  authorizing  that  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Questian.  Did  you  not  say  so  in  your  testimony  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  said  tne  legislature  passed  a  resolution  (it  did  not  say  anything 
about  those  rewards)  that  I  should  pay  all  Governor  Bullock's  bills  which  I  had  refused 
to  pay.     It  aiuountea  to  the  same  thing ;  it  embraced  those  warrants. 

Question.  You  understood  that  that  act  or  resolution  passed  by  the  legislature  required 
Tou  to  pay  his  warrant  that  was  drawn  to  pay  a  reward  which  had  not  been  published 
before  the  arrest  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  a  question  about  that,  and  I  went  to  see  Qeneral  Terry. 
Nobody  appeared  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  about  the  matter.  General 
Terry  finally  gave  me  his  opinion  that  I  and  my  securities  would  be  protected  if  I 
should  pay  it.    As  I  got  the  consent  of  the  military,  I  paid  it. 

Question.  As  you  construed  the  law,  the  act  of  the  legislature  Justified  you  in  pay- 
ing itt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  there  was  no  violation  of  law  in  that  t 

Answer.  No,. sir. 

Question,  It  might  have  been  improvident  or  improper,  but  it  was  not  in  violation 
of  law  t 

Answer.  Not  at  alL 

Question.  And  in  this  case  where  the  requisite  legal  authority  did  not  exist,  the  leg- 
islature stepped  in  and  passed  a  law,  upon  which  you  paid  the  money  t 

Answer,  Tney  passed  a  resolution  that  I  should  pay  warrants  for  printing  accounts, 
and  all  other  warrants  issued  by  the  governor  and  countersigned  by  the  comptroller, 
in  accordance  with  law.  The  issue  was,  whether  I  was  to  pay  all  warranto  tnat  the 
comptroller  countersigned.  General  Terry  said  that  I  was,  and  I  have  been  paying  them 
since.    No  matter  what  it  is,  I  pay  everything  that  comes.  * 

Question.  You  mention  only  one  instance  where  a  reward^was  paid,  as  you  thought, 
improperly  T 

Asuwer.  There  was  another  where  the  governor  paid  tl,00O. 

Question.  There  wei-e  those  two  instances  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  your  complaint  of  Governor  Bullock,  in  this  regard,  is  that  there  had 
been  no  publication  of  the  reward  as  required  by  law  f 

Answer.  The  point  is,  that  such  a  practice  opens  a  field  for  collasion ;  parties  may 
make  an  arrest  and  obtain  a  reward  without  giving  anybody  else  the  chance. 

Question.  We  understand  the  reason  for  such  a  provision ;  but  the  question  is,  how 
extensive  was  the  violation  of  it  T  Do  you  say  that  the  governor  has  offered  very 
many  more  rewards  than  have  been  usual  heret<^ore  f       , 

^  Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know.  Looking  through  the  old  reports  of  our  comptroller, 
I  have  noticed  that  there  have  been  a  great  many  rewards  offered ;  but  the  highest 
amount,  I  think,  that  has  been  paid  was  $100.  In  one  instance  the  amount  may  have 
been  (200. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  cases  has  the  governor  generally  oflfered  these  rewards  ? 

AnssDer.  All  kinds  of  cases ;  some  where  the  oftense  was  violent  usage ;  some  assanlt 
with  Intent  to  murder,  &c. 

Question.  Since  Governor  Bullock  became  governor,  has  there  not  been  a  great  deal  of 
complaint  about  offenses  committed  by  bands  of  disguised  men  in  your  State  f 

Answer.  Not  so  much  in  Georgia  as  in  other  States.  There  have  been  a  few  localities 
where  there  have  been  complaints.  _j 

Question.  Have  there  not  been  complaints  in  many  counties  of  the  State  f 
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Atmoer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  conld  say  that  there  have  been  in  many  ont  (d  the  one 
hundred  and  thirty  oonmtiea.  There  are  Chatooga,  Warren^  Floyd,  Hancock,  Clarke, 
Columbia.  I  do  not  snppoee  there  have  been  complaints  directly  from  more  than  a  dosen 
or  fifteen  counties.  There  may  have  been  more ;  but  my  recollection  is  that  throo^^iout 
the  counties  generally  there  is  not  much  complaint. 

QuesHon,  It  has  been  alleged,  then,  in  the  counties  which  yon  name  that  armed  dis- 
^ised  bodies  of  men  have  gone  out  in  the  night  and  committed  offense T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queaiian.  That  they  sometimes  whipped  or  otherwise  abused  people,  and  sometimes 
took  life? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  any  now,  but  there  may  have  been  cases^  I  will  not  aay 
there  were  not,  where  people  have  been  killed  by  disguised  men.  I  know  there  have 
been  a  good  many  murders.  Mr.  Adkins  was  killed  in  the  daytime,  and  not  by  dis- 
guised men. 

Question,  Have  not  these  rewards  in  a  large  number  of  cases  been  for  the  apprehen- 
sion and  conviction  of  persons  who  were  engaged  in  these  alleged  acts  of  violence 
committed  by  bodies  of  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  nis  rewards  read  that  way. 

Question.  Now,  admitting  it  to  be  true  that  there  wei-e  these  combinations  of  dis- 
guised men  going  about  in  the  night,  and  committing  violence,  would  yon  not  say  that 
that  furnished  a  very  good'reason  for  offering  rewards  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  not  understand  that  this  state  of  things  fhmished  the  ooeaaion  for 
the  principal  part  of  the  rewards  which  he  has  offered  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  presume  the  governor  would  not  offer  a  reward  unless  there  was 
some  offense ;  but  there  is  something  very  singular  in  connection  with  these  rewards. 
I  will  give  you  an  instance,  so  that  you  can  see  whether  there  has  been  in  all  casee  a 
nAceesity  for  them.  There  was  a  man  who  had  been  in  Atlanta  for  six  months*  going 
about  the  streets  publicly,  and  nobody  undertook  to  arrest  him.  He  was  chargeowith 
an  offense  that  took  place  down  below  Macon.  The  governor  offered  $1,000  rewmxl  for 
his  arrest.  He  was  arrested,  but  was  turned  loose  as  soon  as  he  was  carried  down  to 
where  the  crime  was  alleged  to  have  taken  place.  Something  had  taken  place,  but 
the  offense  actually  committed  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  his  l^ingheld;  so  that  there 
was  no  prosecution.  The  man  had  been  at  large  before  the  offering  of  the  reward,  mnd, 
everybody  knew  exactly  where  he  was. 

Question.  Did  the  goTemor  know  of  that  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  swear  to  that.  I  have  my  opinion  about  it.  The  trouble  with  a 
ffreat  portion  of  these  larse  rewards  is,  that  there  is  a  suspicion  (I  cannot  say  that  I 
know  It  to  be  well  founded)  that  there  is  a  ^'  riug^  formed.  The, amounts  arcso  lai^ge, 
and  so  many  men  are  (iuittins[  other  business  to  act  as  detectives,  that  it  is  thought 
there  is  some  peculation  and  fraud  in  the  matter.    I  cannot  say  that  there  is. 

Question.  You  have  shared  in  this  suspicion,  have  yo^  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have ;  I  think  there  is  something  wrong  about  the  matter. 

Q,uesiion.  In  the  case  you  have  just  mentioned,  was  the  reward  paid? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  Do  you  know  that  T 

Answer.  I  paid  it.  You  have  probably  heard  recently  of  the  Fish  murder ;  it  was  not 
done  by  Ku-Klux,  and  the  parties  have  been  arrested.  One  of  Governor  Bullock's  ap- 
pointees was  an  accessory  m  the  murder,  if  he  did  not  actually  shoot  the  man.  The 
fee  that  used  to  be  paid  in  cases  of  this  kind— murder  cases — where  a  lawyer  was 
called  in  as  assistant  counsel,  to  make  a  speech,  or  something  of  that  kind,  was  ^m  fiity 
to  one  hundred  dollars ;  but  in  tliis  case  the  governor  has  paid  $3,000  to  three  demo- 
cratic lawyers. 

Question.  For  aiding  the  solicitor  in  that  case  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  paid  $6,000  to  one  man  as  a  detective  in  the  case,  making  $9,000. 

Question,  The  money  paid  to  the  lawyers  was  not  as  a  reward,  but  for  pro&sional 
sei vices  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  reward  of  $6,000  has  been  paid  since  I  left. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Has  the  reward  in  that  case  been  paid? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  $6,000  has  been  paid  for  services  rendered  in  that  case.  So  my  son 
sends  me  word. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question.  To  whom  has  it  been  paid  T 

Jumper.  To  a  man  named  Murphy.  ^  I 

Question.  As  counsel  f  Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 

Answer.  No  ;  simply  as  a  detective.  ^ 

Question.  Was  it  paid  as  a  reward? 
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Anw:er.  I  presame  it  is  as  a  reward. 

Qfne^Hon.  Did  the  governor  offer  a  reward  T 

AMwer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did/  My  son  simply  seuds  me  a  dispatch  that  the 

SOTemor  had  paid  Murphy  $6,000  for  serviees  in  the  Fish  case.    That  Is  the  way  the 
ispatoh  reads.    This  fellow  Murphy  is  no  lawyer— simply  a  detective. 

Question.  He  arrested  somebody  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  assisted  in  arresting  Fish. 

Question.  And  Fish  had  murdered  a  manf 

Answer.  No,  it  was  not  Fish  he  arrested — it  was  somebody  in  Macon  County. 

QnesHon.  He  arnsted  a  man  who  had  committed  a  murder  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did  service  in  that  way ;  I  do  not  say  it  was  for  the  arvett. 
Shortly  before  that  the  governor  p&id  this  same  man  $5,000  in  a  case  from  Hancock 
County,  and  the  man  arrested  was  turned  loose,  a  few  days  afterward. 

QuestUm.  With  aU  these  rewards,  has  he  succeeded  in  arresting  and  convicting  any- 
body coucemed  in  these  outrages  committed  by  armed  disguised  bands  f 

Answer.  They  report  some  cases  where  parties  have  been  sonvicted  and  put  in  the 
penitentiary. 

QuestioH.  Do  you  know  of  more  than  one  case  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  except  from  report. 

Question.  It  is  said  there  were  three  men  tried  up  in  Chatooga  County. 

Answer.  Tes,  sir :  that  was  the  case. 

Question.  Were  they  not  convicted  of  robbery  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  robbery  and  malicious  mischiefl 

QuesUon.  Do  yon  know  of  a  single  instance  where  anvbody  has  been  convicted  or 
even  arrested  for  goi:^  out  with  any  of  these  armed  bands  and  whipping,  maltreating, 
or  killing  any  one  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  know  nothing  about  armed  bands  exoept  by 
ramor. 

QuestioK.  I  am  not  asking  about  their  existence,  but  whether  anybody  has  been 
amsted  and  convicted  for  any  such  act  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  there  has  or  not  except  the  case  you  mentioned.  There 
may  or  may  not ;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Did^ou  learn  the  particulars  about  that  oaset 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  hea^  so  many  cases,  and  there  are  so  many  contradictions  after- 
ward— rumor  reporting  first  one  way  and  then  another-^that  it  is  impossible  fiwaaan 
to  remember. 

Question,  You  have  given  us  the  number  of  €k>vemor  Bullock's  pardons ;  do  you 
know  whether  he  ever  pardoned  a  man  except  where  there  was  a  petition  for  the 
pardon,  signed  by  respectable  people  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  presume  that  there  were  petitions. 

Question.  And  he  acted  upon  representations  that  the  men  were  deserving  of  par- 
don? 

Answer.  I  presume  he  had  such  representations ;  but  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  The  ground  upon  which  you  express  dissatisfaction  with  his  conduct  in 
this  respect,  is  that  there  were  so  many  of  these  pardons  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  vou  know  whether  there  was  a  single  one  of  them  that  was  an  improper 
pardon  under  the  oircunistauces  f 

Answer.  It  is  a  little  singular  that  there  should  have  been  forty-eight  pardons  in 
cases  of  direct  charges  of  murder. 

Question.  You  are  arguing  about  the  matter.  I  ask  you  whether  you  know  a  solitary 
case  where  the  governor  granted  a  pardon  which  was  not  properly  granted  f 

Answer.  lu  answer  to  that  question,  I  will  mention  a  case  which  Judge  Warner 
reported  to  me  Just  before  I  left  home.  He  said  that  a  young  man  by  the  name  of 
Favers  hired  some  negroes,  and,  in  some  talk  or  dispute  with  them  in  the  field  about 
the  settlement,  he  shot  one  of  them  dead.  Governor  Bullock  granted  a  pardon  in  that 
case.  Judge  Warner  informed  me  that,  according  to  the  testimony,  there  was  no  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  negro  at  all ;  he  merely  got  into  a  controversy  with  the  man, 
and  the  man  shot  him  dead. 

Question.  That  was  a  white  man  T 

Answer,  It  was  a  white  man  who  shot  a  negro. 

Question.  The  man  pardoned  was  a  white  man  f 

Answer  Yes,  sir;  he  was  pardoned  for  killing  a  negro. 

Question,  You  know  nothing  about  the  case  T 

Answer.  No.  sir.  I  did  not  intend  >to  mention  that  case,  but  you  asked  me  if  I  knew 
any  case  where  a  pardon  was  not  properly  granted,  and  I  mentioned  that.  Mr.  Hall, 
the  uncle  of  this  young  man,  told  me  subsequently  that  ho  was  under  such  obligations 
to  Governor  Bullock  that  he  had  to  do  whatever  the  governor  wanted  him  to  do.  Hall 
was  chairman  of  the  finance  committee,  and  that  remark  was  mode  when  I  was  com- 
plaining of  some  action  that  had  been  taken;  he  explained  it  in  that  way. 
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QueetUnt,  Then  yoa  put  this  and  that  together  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  When  was  this  pardon  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  neariy  a  year  ago. 

Qtf^ftum.  What  had  this  meatber  of  the  finance  committee  done  that  you  tkovght 
wrong  f 

Answer,  There  were  a  ^reat  many  hills  reported  to  which  I  objected ;  m^e  in  partioa* 
lar  was  this  bill  for  raising  revenue  to  pay  off  the  members  and  other  offioefrs  of  the 
general  assembly.  The  objection  in  that  case  was,  that  I  coold  not  pay  anybody  but 
members  of  the  general  assembly.  The  cItU  list,  Judges,  solicitors,  Ac,  were  ineloded, 
and  I  said  I  could  not  pay  them. 

QnestUm,  Why  T    Because  there  were  no  fvinds  f 

Answer.  Because  there  was  no  law.  I  had  the  funds ;  but  the  law  passed  at  the  pre- 
vious year,  providing  for  the  paying  of  the  general  assembly,  said  that  all  ftinds  com- 
ing into  the  treasury  should  be  reserved  for  that  purpose ;  so  that  I  could  not  toucb  a 
eent|  no  matter  where  it  eame  from,  except  to  pay  the  general  assembly.  A  consider- 
able row  was  kicked  np  about  it.  In  conversation  on  the  matter  with  Bir.  Hall,  the 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee,  I  said  to  him,  **  Here  is  jovlt  own  bill."  He  looked 
at  it,  and  said,  *^  BuUock  drew  that  himself,  and  we  oassed  it  Just  as  he  sent  it  in."  He 
was  making  excns^  for  the  ])ayment  of  the  Kimball  bills,  Slo. 

QuesUon,  When  you  upbraided  him  for  his  course  as  a  member  of  the  finance  earn- 
mittee,  he  said  he  was  under  obligations  to  Governor  Bullock  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qyesiion.  And  that  is  all  you  know  about  any  connection  between  that  circmnetance 
and  the  pardon  of  his  nephew  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  that  so  many  pardons  would  have  a  very  Itod  efEeet  f 

Ansiver.  1  should  think  so :  I  know  it  is  the  impression. 

Quesiiofi.  Did  they  have  a  tNid  effect  f 

Answer,  Well,  there  have  been  more  murders  in  Georgia  than  there  ought  to  be.  I 
presume  it  has  had  a  bad  effect ;  it  very  naturally  would,    i 

Qmestion,  Do  you  know  of  any  case  where  one  of  these  persons  pardoned  has  einoe 
committed  an  offense  f 

Answer,  I  do  not.    The  offenses  are  generally  committed  away  ftom  Atlanta. 

Queetion,  You  do  not  know  of  any  such  ease  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QuesHon.  Your  fear  is  that  men  would  be  more  likely  to  commit  crime  on  account  of 
the  ftbcility  of  getting  pardons  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Not  that  these  men  who  were  set  at  liberty  would  commit  crime  again  f 

Answer,  Well,  my  idea  would  be  that  a  miin  who  was  depraved  enough  to  commit  a 
crime,  and  was  then  pardoned  for  it»  would  probably  go  and  commit  crime  a^in. 

Queetitm,  But  you  do  not  know  any  instance  where  any  one  of  the  men  pardoned  baa 
since  committed  an  offense? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  anv.    . 

Question,  You  have  not  heard  of  any  f 

Answer,  1  may.  and  I  may  not. 

Qumtion*  You  have  no  recollection  of  it  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  But  you  think  that  the  tendency  of  granting  pardons  spTeadKly  is,  tjiat 
men  are  more  likely  to  commit  crime  f 

Answer,  I  think  so.  I  think  the  idea  that  ^the  governor  granted  pardons  so  readily 
would  have  a  tendency  to  encourage  people  who  are  disposed  to  commit  crime.  It 
was  reported  that  in  a  difficulty  which  took  place  in  Warren  County,  where  several 
negroes  were  involved,  in  giving  their  testimony  they  aaid  they  had  assurance  firom 
Governor  Bullock  that  if  they  committed  such  and  auoh  wimea  they  would  be  par- 
doned.   That  was  reported  in  the  papera. 

Qnmtion.  Did  these  men  testify  iu  court  that  Governor  Bullock  had  promised  to  par- 
don them  if  they  should  commit  particular  offenses  f 

Answer.  The  statement  was  that  they  had  the  assurance  from  Governor  Bullock  that 
if  they  did  such  and  such  things,  they  woold  be  pardoned.  1  will  say  honestly  that  I 
do  not  think  they  ever  received  such  assurances :  but  I  think  the  idea  was  that  Gov- 
ernor Bullock  was  a  great  friend  of  the  negro ;  that  they  could  do  what  they  pleased, 
and  that  they  would  be  pardoned  for  theiroffoiMeSy  beoause  he  had  already  pardoned  a 
great  many. 

Question.  If  I  understood  you  correctly,  yoa  said  in  yo«r  teatimony-in-chief  that 
some  negro  had  said,  or  it  had  been  reported  that  a  negro  had  said,  that  ho  had  Got- 
entor  Bullock's  promise  of  pardon  beforehand  f 

Answer.  The  testimony  was  published  in  the  papers ;  and  in  that  testimony  there 
was  embodied  the  testimony  of  some  negroes  that  they  had  such  an  assurance  from 
Governor  BnUock. 
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QvesiUm,  Can  yon  state  what  that  case  waat 

Answer,  It  was  a  case  in  Warren  Connty,  or  one  of  the  a^oining  connties.  I  think 
it  was  Warren  County.    It  was  over  a  year  ago. 

Question,  Can  yon  state  upon  what  trial  this  eTidenee  was  given  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  tell.  It  was  a  case  in  whieh  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
excitement,  and  a  great  many  negroes  were  arrested ;  and  one  and  another  were  giv- 
ing their  exooses  for  doing  so  and  so. 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  that  they  swore  it  as  witnesses  in  court  f 

Answer.  '1  hat  is  my  impression  now. 

i^iieslion.  And  yon  think  they  testified  that  they  had  a  promise  from  Governor  Bnl- 
lock  that  if  they  committed  offenses  of  a  certain  character  they  would  be  pardoned  t ' 

Anmcer,  That  is  my  recollection  now — that  that  was  the  newsiwiper  account  of  It. 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  those  offenses  for  which  it  was  stated  they 
W4Kdd  be  pardoned,  if  they  committed  them  f 

Answar.  I  cannot  say  what  the  offense  was  in  that  case.  Tliere  was  a  great  deal  of 
excitement  about  it.  A  number  of  negroes  were  brought  up,  and  an  account  of  the 
affair  was  reported  in  the  papers.  I  recollect  reading  in  the  papers  that  one  negrb 
said  that  they  had  that  assurance  from  Governor  Bullock. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  Governor  Bullock  ever  gave  any  such  assurance  as  thatf 

Answer,  I  do  not. 

Question,  Do  yon  believe  that  he  ever  eounseled  or  advised  in  any  way  the  commis- 
sion of  any  crime  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  however  much  you  may  think  me  prejudiced  against  him,  I  do  not 
believe  he  womld  do  thai.  He  has  been  accused  of  it,  though,  ft  has  been  charged 
that  he  got  up  difficulties  on  purpose  to  make  political  capital;  but  I  have  my 
doubts  about  it.  It  must  be  a  very  depraved  man  who  would  directly  get  up  a  tow  or 
a  fight  involving  the  killing  of  people,  for  the  sake  of  making  political  capital. 

^estion.  1  wish  to  put  a  few  inquiries  about  these  railroads.  You  say  that  formerly 
the  State  derived  considerable  revenue  from  the  State  road;  that  after  it  went  into 
the  luuids  of  Mr.  Blodgett  as  agent  of  the  State 

Answer.  He  took  charge  of  it  as  superintendent  the  first  of  last  year. 

QmsOon.  And  paid  to  the  State  for  January,  1870,  |26,000,  and  for  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary $20,000  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  afterward  duriug  his  administration  naid  nothing  at  all. 

(luestion.  Do  yon  understand  that  during  the  residne  of  the  time  it  was  in  his  hands 
it  earned  nothing  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  he  knows.  , 

Question.  Do  you  know  T 

Answer.  He  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  $500,000  to  put  the  road  in  order,  saying  he 
had  nothingto  do  it  with. 

Question,  vo  you  know  whether  or  not  he  claims  that  tnere  were  no  earnings  by  the 
road  af^r  the  time  when  he  made  his  last  return  to  the  State  f 

Answer,  1  have  not  seen  his  report.  • 

Question,  Has  he  made  a  report  to  anybody  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Has  he  been  called  on  to  make  one  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  it  is  the  governor's  business  to  call  on  him. 

Question.  Has  anything  been  done  in  the  legisla^re  about  the  matter ;  has  the  legis- 
lature called  on  him  ?  ^ 

Anstpsr.  There  has  been  no  legislature  in  session  since  his  term  ended  at  the  close  of 
last  year. 

Question  Finally,  it  was  decided  to  lease  this  load  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  was  that  lease  madef 

Aitswer,  Qn  the  27tb  of  December  last. 

Question,  And  it  was  leased  to  a  number  of  persons  whom  yon  named  f 

Answer,  Yes ;  and  some  others  whom  I  do  not  reoolleet. 

Q^estio9u  How  long  is  that  lease  to  run  f 

Answer.  1  think  the  term  of  the  lease  is  tweii^  years  or  one  month,  whichever  tSto 
lessees  choose  to  have  it. 

Question.  Its  duration  was  made  optional  with  them  f 

Answer.  With  them,  not  with  the  State.    That  is  the  way  they  interpret  it,  I  think. 

Question,  They  may  surrender  the  road  at  any  time  withlxi  twenty  years  f 

Ansu^er.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  the  case ;  bat  that  is  the  interpretation. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  the  lease  t 

Answer.  1  have  seen  it ;  b«t  I  do  not  think  I  have  read  it  alL 

^estion.  You  are  iiot  able  to  state  from  the  reading  of  the  lease  how  it  is  on  that 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not.  gi^ized  by  LjOOSI^ 

Question.  Do  yon  understand  it  to  be  the  received  opinion  tiiat  that  is  the  meaning 
of  the  lease  t 
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AMwer,  I  believe  it  is  the  general  nnderstandiDg. 

4  Question,  That  it  is  a  lease  for  twenty  years,  but  leaving  the  lessees  tbe  option  of 
surrendering?  the  road  whenever  they  choose  T 

Answer,  That  is  the  general  understanding. 

Question,  What  is  the  annual  rent  they  are  to  pay  f 

Answer,  Three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Question,  Was  that  lease  made  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  controversy  about  it  in  the  legislature  f 

Answer,  There  was  some  controversy.  Some  were  in  favor  of  selling  the  road,  some 
of  leasing  it,  some  of  holding  on  to  it  as  it  was.    But  finally,  the  bill  passed  to  lease  it. 

Question,  Did  it  pass  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  did,  but  by  a  m^ority. 

Question.  Was  the  matter  made  a  party  question  at  all  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  at  all. 

Question,  There  were  men  of  both  sides  in  favor  of  the  lease,  and  men  of  both  sides 
opposed  to  it  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  it  was  in  no  sense  a  party  question  f 

Answer,  Not  at  all. 

Question,  Yon  have  written  or  telegraphed  to  the  governor  of  the  State  that  you 
wanted  information  about  those  bonds  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  He  sent  word  back  to  yon  in  some  form  that  if  you  desired  infbmuition 
about  that  matter  you  micht  apply  at  his  office  ? 

Answer,  No ;  I  wrote  to  llenry  Clows  for  inibrmation ;  and  the  governor  telegraptied 
to  Clews  that  if  I  wanted  information  I  could  get  it  from  his  office.  I  addressed  a 
letter  to  him  at  his  office,  requesting  the  information,  but  I  did  not  get  it. 

Qttestion.  Was  this  a  letter  to  the  governor  f 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir.  His  office  is  in  toe  same  building  that  I  occupy.  I  never  got  any 
answer  to  it.  1  put  to  him  the  same  inquir*****  I  iSwl  addressed  to  Henry  Clews  in 
relation  to  the  amount  of  bonds.  In  the  absence  of  that  information  I  could  not  make 
a  report. 

Question,  Who  is  Mr.  Clews  t 

Answer,  He  is  a  bankeKin  New  York. 

Question.  The  firm  is  Henry  Clews^^  Co.  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  A  respectable  banking  firm  in  New  York  City  t 

Anmoer,  Very, 

Question.  Men  of  standing,  doing  an  extensive  business  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  have  been  the  financial  agents  of  your  State  in  New  Yorkt    ^ 

Answer,  So  far  as  tlie  bonds  are  concerned,  that  is  what  I  understand;  but  I  have 
had  no  business  transactions  whatever  with  them. 

Question,  You  wrote  to  them  to  get  information  ? 

Answer,  I  wrote  to  them  to  ascertain  the  number  of  bonds  placed  in  their  hands,  how 
many  had  been  sold,  how  many  hypothecated,  together  with  the  application  of  the 
funds,  and  how  many  bought  up.  It  was  necessary  for  me  in  my  official  capacity  to 
have  that  information. 

Question,  Did  they  reply  to  you  directing  you  to  apply  to  th^  governor's  office  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Governor  Bullock  replied  to  them,  that  if  I  wished  the  iuformatioii 
I  could  get  it  at  his  office.    I  applied  at  his  office,  and  did  not  get  it. 

Question,  Did  you  apply  there  personally  t 

Answer,  I  wrote  a  letter  addressed  to  him  requesting  the  information. 

Question,  You  did  not  co  to  his  office  t 

Answer,  I  never  go  to  bis  office.    My  son  goes  there ;  bnt  I  do  not. 

Question,  You  wrote  a  letter  to  him  asking  information  which  he  did  not  give  to  youf 

Answer.  He  did  not  give  it.  I  wrote  another  letter  about  two  w%eks-ago  in  relation 
.to- these  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  bonds  and  some  others ;  but  I  did  not  get 
any  answer  to  that. 

Questioti.  There  is  dissatisfaction,  I  suppose,  in  reference  to  these  matters,  not  only 
with  yourself  but  many  other  people! 

Answer,  Qreat  dissatisfaction— very  great. 

Question,  A  great  man^  other  people  think  that  Qovemor  Bullock  has  not  admims- 
tered  the  government  fairly  and  nonestly,  but  has  misapproi>riated  the  public  money? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  ifl  the  general  impression,  and  that  is  the  reason  the  last  elec- 
tion went  as  it  did ;  because  his  course  had  made  the  party  so  odious  there. 
Question.  A  great  many  of  his  own  party  had  become  dissatisfied  with  himf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  therefore  voted  against  the  party  f  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  thought  he  was  at  tne  head  of  it 
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QnestUm*  Has  this  diseatisfactipn  b^u  made  the  ocoaaion  of  riot,  or  disturbance,  or 
violence  f 

Afuwer.  No,  sir. 

Quetiian.  Nobody  has  supposed  that  the  remedy  for  Governor  Bullock's  wrong-doing 
consisted  in  committing  Tiolenoe  or  outrage  f. 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  violence  on  his  part  or  violence  on  the  part  of  the  people  t 

Question.  Violence  on  the  part  of  anybody. 

Answer.  In  resentment  for  his  action  T 

Queetion,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  there  has  been  a  very  bitter  feeling.  I  have  received  a  great  many 
letters — some  of  them  anonymous  letters.  But  there  has  been  no  violence  offered  to 
Governor  Bullock.    He  goes  where  he  pleases,  and  is  treated  kindly. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  violence  offered  to  anybody  in  consequence  of  Gov- 
ernor Bullock's  conduct  t 

Amswer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  has. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  such  a  thing? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  there  hak  been. 

Question.  You  never  heai*d  it  suggested  that  that  thing  could  be  remedied  or  made 
any  better  by  a  resort  to  violence  T 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it  remarked  that  it  was  a  great  wonder  there  was  not  violence 
committed — a  great  wonder  that  the  people  endured  patiently  what  they  did  endure. 

Question.  You  mean  it  is  a  matter  of  surprisenihat  people  have  not  taken  him  in  hand 
ana  in  some  way  done  violence  to  him  f 

Answer.  Thsit  is  the  point. 

Question.  Nobody  has  ever  suggested  that  any  proper  remedy  was  to  go  out  and  whip 


Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  You  never  heard  that  suggested  by  anybody  f 

Amswer.  No,  sir.  I  don't  know  but  that  his  conduct  might  lead  indirectljr  to  that. 
In  view  of  the  contempt  with  which  the  people  have  looked  upon  his  administration, 
and  the  fact  that  they  cannot  get  any  redress  for  all  this  plundering  which  has  been 
carried  on,  I  cannot  say  but  that  some  evil-designed  people  might  commit  wrong— 
mJUrbt,  Indian-like,  take  revenge  hap-hazard. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a  thing  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 

'  Question.  You  never  heard  anybody  pretend  such  a  thing  f 

Answer,  Yes,  I  have  heard  it  pretended  that  probably  that  might  be  one  cause  of  the 
outrages  there  were. 

Question.  But  have  you  heard  of  any  case  where  that  was  put  forward  as  a  reason  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have. 

Question.  If  any  armed  bands  have  gone  around  at  night  anywhere,  taken  people  out 
aind  whipped  them,  or  committed  other  outrajs^es  upon  them,  do  you  believe  it  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  Governor  Bullock's  maladministration  of  your  public  afi'airsf 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  that  I  think  it  had  not. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  you  think  it  has  t 

^Mwer.  1  would  not  swear  either  way. 

Question.  If  you  do  believe  so  silly  a  thing  as  that,  I.  want  to  have  you  swear  to  It  t 

Answer.  1  would  have  to  think  a  while  whether  I  would  sa^^  that  I  think  it  or  not. 

Queastion.  If  you  believe  that  any  body  of  disguised  men  m  your  State  have  been 
taking  people  out  at  night  and  whipping  them,  or  otherwise  maltreating  them,  on 
account  of  Governor  Bullock's  maladministration,  I  want  to  know  it  t 

Ansu^er.  I  have  heard  it  alleged  as  a  reason,  but  whether  I  believe  it  is  another  ques- 
tion. 

Question.  Is  not  that  mere  speculation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  entirely. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  any  such  thing  f 

Answer.  The  feeling  is  so  intense  that  I  cannot  say  in  what  way  there  might  be  an 
outlet  to  it. 

Question.  This  intensity  of  feeling  is  against  the  men  who  have  done  the  mischief,  iA 
it  not  r 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  where  it  ought  to  be  directed  of  course,  and  it  is  very  cow- 
ardly to  apply  it  anywhere  else. 

Question,  The  people  of  your  State  have  sense  enough  not  to  punish  honest  people 
for  what  dishonest  people  do  ? 

Answer.  There  are  some  men  of  pretty  strong  prejudices  there. 

Question.  Provided  it  is  true  that  any  of  these  armed  disguised  bands  have  gone 
about  and  committed  violence  in  the  night  time,  do  you  believe  that  there  is  any  sort 
of  connection  between  those  things  and  Governor  Bullock's  maladministration  of  the 
P9blic  funds  of  your  State  ? 

Answer,  Well,  if  I  should  state  just  what  I  think  about  it,  I  should  say  that  not  only 
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the  management  of  the  public  ftinds  hnt  other  things  may  posBibly  have  some  infla- 
ence  that  way.    I  will  not  say  poeitiveiy  that  I  think  such  is  the  case ;  but  it  migbt  • 
possibly  have  some  effsct. 

Que$tion.  Will  you  swear  that  in  your  belief  it  has  t  [Witness  hesitates.]  WasH 
ever  pretended  by  anybody  who  did  any  of  these  things  that  it  wan  on  any  soob 
gTiinnd  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  any  snch  pretension  at  all ;  I  wonld  not  want  to  swear 
positively  that  I  believed  the  governor's  maladministration  had  led  people  to  go  oot 
and  whip  negroes.  My  impression  is  that  the  reason  neg^roes  have  been  whipped,-  if 
they  have  been  whipped  at  all,  has  been  frequently  that  the  negroes  have  not  been 
rightly  trained  morally.  It  is  not  their  fanlt  that  they  have  the  propensities  they 
have ;  bat  they  are  very  much  addicted  to  stealing.  I  think  they  have  been  whipfped 
a  ^ood  deal  for  stealing,  and  sometimes  for  living  with  white  women,  or  for  living 
with  girls  without  being  married,  and  frequently  for  .keeping  a  mulatto  girl  that  some- 
white  man  wanted.  AU  these  things,  I  think^*have  operated  mbre  than  anydneet 
influence  from  Governor  Bullock's  maladminytration.  But  the  opposition  to  the 
negro  probably  originates  more  from  giving  him  such  enlarged  indttioal  privileges  as 
he  now  has,  and  from  seeing  him  voting  and  holding  office  at  the  same  time  that  aa 
educated  and  intelligent  wmte  man,  his  former  master,  cannot  do  either.  The  negro 
is  a  legislator,  and  I  think  that  has  created  a  bitter  feeling.  I  do  not  think  the  priaei- 
pal  men  of  the  community  giye  their  aid  at  all  to  these  outrages.  I  think  it  is  the 
tow  characters  who  have  done  it,  thinking  that  the  better  duiss  will  not  intet£sre 
with  them.    That  is  my  impression. 

QueitUm.  You  think  that  giving  political  power  to  the  negroes  has  really  been  tiie 
root  of  the  difficulty  f 

Anstcer,  That,  in  connection  with  so  many  of  the  white  people  being  disfranchised. 

QuesUoH,  Substantially  your  answer  is  that  these  outrages  grow  out  of  the  obJectioQ 
of  the  people  to  ne^o  sunrage  f 

Annwer,  Their  objection  to  negro  suffirage,  and  the  £Mst  that  many  of  them  are  not 
entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  the  negro.  If  political  privileges  were  extended  to 
all  alike—if  all  had  a  fair  and  equal  chance— I  do  not  think  the  feeling  would  be 
nearly  so  bitter. 

QiLesiiofL  Do  you  think  that  is  really  at  the  root  of  the  feeling  whieh  occasionethe 
acts  against  the  colored  people  t 

Aiuvoer,  I  think  it  has  a  connection  with  it.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  pilfering  and 
malicious  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  negroes. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  Has  not  the  pardoning  of  persons  after  their  conviction  something  to  do 
with  itt 
Answer,  As  I  said  before,  I  have  no  doubt  that  encourages  them. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :). 

Questum*  But  do  you  believe  that  this  excessive  use  of  the  pardoning  power  has 
furnished  any  reason  for  acts  of  violence  committed  by  white  men  upon  colored  men  f 

Answer,  You  see  it  does  not  make  any  difference  to  Governor  Bullock  what  may  be 
the  politics  of  men  convicted ;  he  pardons  a  democrat  as  quickly  as  anybody  else. 

Qwestiwn,  Then  this  pardoning  by  him  has  not  had  a  political  turn  at  all  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question,  Has  he  ever  pardoned  a  Ku-Elux  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  ]  I  cannot  tell ;  I  never  saw  a  Ku-Klux . 
Question,  Has  he  ever  pardoned  a  man  who  has  been  alleged  to  be  aEu-Klux  t 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Quettton.  Do  you  believe  that  in  all  the  cases  where  these  bands  of  disguised  men 
liave  gone  out  and  committed  acts  of  violence,  it  has  been  in  consequence  of  some 
allegation  of  crime  or  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  persons  subjected  to  this 
Tiolencet 

Answer,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  in  the  minority  of  cases  that  is  so — that  there  is 
some  cause  for  it.  In  the  first  place  there  is  an  immense  amount  of  stealing  goiujgr  on. 
While  I  was  at  Summerville  six  horses  were  stolen.  A  negro  on  the  place  adjoining 
to  me  took  a  horse  and  bridle  right  out  of  the  stable. 

QuesUon,  The  ^preat  offense  among  the  negroes  when  slaves  was  their  pilfering  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  seems  to  be  to  a  great  extent  a  propensity  with  the  negro. 

Question,  And  you  think  that  pilfering  continues  to  some  extent  now  f 

Answer,  I  know  that  I  can  hardly  keep  garden  tools  or  chickens  about  my  lot. 

Quettion,  Were  you  in  favor  of  giving  su£&age  to  the  blacks  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was,  under  tne  circamstances.    I  was  in  favor  of  doing  anything 
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in  the  world  that  the  conqueror  wanted  ns  to  do,  bo  that  we  might  get  rid  of  the 
thing  qniokly,  and  become  a  friendly  family.  If  there  were  eyils  I  was  in  favor  of 
correcting  them  afterward. 

QueBticn.  1  noticed  that  in  the  statement  which  yon  read  in  regard  to  the  Ea-Klux 
there  was  an  eloquent  passage,  the  substance  of  which  was  that  negro  suffrage  was  a 
thing  which  many  poUtidaiis  fEkvored  because  it  enabled  them  thereby  to  get  into 
office. 

.^iwipfr.  Yes,  sir. 

QmmtUm.  Yon  do  not  put  yourself  in  that  eate^rory  f 

Amtwer.  No,  sir;  I  never  aspired  to  obtain  their  votes. 

(iuMtion.  I  see  that  in  that  way  you  rather  give  negro  suffrage  a  slur  T 

Antwer.  No,  sir :  I  do  not  intend  it. 

^9etUon,  I  think  it  bears  that  interpretation. 

Aitmoer,  1  do  not  think  it  does.  It  is  rather  a  slur  upon  those  who  are  looking  to  the 
neno  for  support,  rather  than  a  slur  upon  the  negro. 

Qmettimi.  You  intended  it  t^  have  the  meaning  which  you  now  state  f 

Ajuwer,  Yes,  sir.  I  have  my  doubts,  though,  on  the  subject  of  negro  suffirage.  I  was 
for  aecepting  all  the  terms  which  the  Government  wanted  to  impose :  but  I  very 
earnestly  have  my  doubts  about  the  propriety  of  giving  them  suffi^ge — wnether  it  was 
a  wise  move  or  not  But  I  supported  it  at  the  time,  and  on  this  ground :  that  we  were 
a  eonquered  people  and  that  it  was  useless  for  us  to  undertake  to  dictate  terms  to  the 
ooiiqiieror  f  tliat  we  had  better  accept  his  lerms  at  once,  and  become  a  harmonious, 
friendly  family,  pestponiug  until  afterwara  the  discussion  and  correction  of  any  evils 
which  might  exist. 

QuaUon.  Have  the  negroes  generally  been  Tetj  <)uiet,  peaceable,  and  well  behaved  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  in  everything  except  this  pilfering ;  and  I  do  not  suppose  they  con- 
sidflr  that  as  actual  trespassing.  Tliey  have  been  accustomed  to  think  "  what  is  my 
master's  is  mine.''  So  far  as  any  violence  is  concerned,  they  are  pretty  peaceable  and 
are  entitled  to  very  great  credit  for  their  conduct. 

QuegHon,  Do  you  believe  it  was  necessary  to  have  these  armed  organizations  of  men 
about  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  tlie  negroes  quiet  T 

Answer.  No,  not  to  keep  the  negroes  quiet ;  I  do  not  believe  it  was. 

QuetHon,  Do  you  believe  there  is  any  fair-minded  man  in  your  State  who  ever  did 
believe  tiiat  these  armed  organhsations  of  disguised  men  were  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  the  negroes  quiet  f 

Atmver,  WelJ,  I  do  not  live  where  thehre  ave  many  colored  people.  Where  the  negroes 
are  as  three  to  one  of  the  white  people,  I  do  not  know  but  it  might  have  been  thought 
necessary  to  awe  them. 

QmesUoH,  If  it  was  necessary  anywhere  it  would  be  necessary  in  the  districts  where 
the  negro  population  is  most  numerous  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuestioH.  Are  the  counties  in  which  the  disorders  have  existed  largo  neCTo  district  f 

Answer,  Warren  County  is  a  large  negro  district ;  but  in  Chattooga  ana  Floyd  there 
are  few  negroes. 

Qwestion.  In  most  of  the  counties  that  you  have  named  the  whites  generally  pre- 
dominate over  the*negroe8t 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesium.  And  in  those  counties  it  would  be  utter  folly  for  the  negroes  to  attempt  any 
rising  or  outbreak  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Judge  Poland  asked  you  whether  the  eacpenses  of  all  our  State  governments 
have  not  increased  largely  over  what  they  were  in  1860  or  before  the  war.  Would  not 
such  an  incTease%aturally  be  upon  all  the  different  expenses  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

QuesUon,  It  would  not  be  confined  to  contingent  funds,  &o,  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  In  your  exposition,  aU  the  usual  expenses  of  the  government  appear  in 
detail,  do  they  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  everything  is  there. 

Question,  This  item  of  contingent  expenses,  which  is  so  enormous,  has  increased  much 
more  largely  than  any  other! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  forty  times  as  much. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 
Question.  Yon  say  in  your  written  statement  that  "lawlessness  has  exhibited  itself 
in  some  sections  of  Georgia,  as  it  does  at  times  in  every  State,  and  probablv  always  wUl.'' 
Is  there  no  peculiarity  about  this  Eu-Klux  lawlessness?    Do  you  mean  to  say  it  is  the 
same  character  of  lawlessness  that  is  found  in  all  other  States  f  ^ 
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Amwer  I  presume  it  is  different ;  I  hear,  however,  of  murders  in  Indiana--<i8  many  as 
we  have  had  in  Georgia;  and  hands  go  about  io  commit  crime  ]  I  do  not  suppose  the^T  go 
as  Kn-Klux,  hut  I  suppose  they  go  as  organized  bands  of  men« 

Question,  Do  you  pretend  to  say  that  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  these  Ko^Klux 
organizations  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  say  any  such  thing.  In  my  State  I  admit  that  Uieee  ovA- 
rages  are  reported  to  exist,  and  that  there  is  a  terrible  state  of  society,  if  we  are  to 
beueve  those  reports. 

QuesUon,  In  your  statement,  speaking  of  the  existence  of  lawlessness,  you  sav,  "  as 
it  does  at  times  in  every  State,  and  probably  always  will."  Tbe  question  is  wbetiter 
you  will  stand  by  your  statement  and  say  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  oriineft  oote- 
mitted  in  GeorgUby  the  Ku-Klux  T 

Answer,  The  point  with  me  is  that  I  never  saw  any  Ku-Klux  nor  anybody  who  has 
been  injured  by  them. 

Question,  But  you  have  heard  about  them  t 

Answer,  I  have  heard  about  them;  and  I  suppose  tha%so  far  as  they  are  disgused 
men  tbey  are  not  like  ordinary  companies  of  men  for  tbe  commission  of  crime.  But 
murders,  robberies,  rapes,  &c.,  exist  in  every  State. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  these  crimes  committed  in  Georgia  are  Just  like 
ordinary  crimes —  murders,  robberies,  rapes,  Act 

Answer,  I  say  that  probably  a  great  portion  of  them  are;  but  so  far  as  the  Ku*Kliix 
organization  goes  out  in  disguised  bands,  thev  are  diffisrent.  Most  of  the  murdMs, 
however,  that  have  been  committed  in  Georgia  have  not  been  committed  by  Ku-Klox. 
I  cannot  remember  anybody  in  Georgia  who  has  been  killed  by  a  Ku-Klnx  Klan-*-by 
any  of  these  bands  that  went  out  dressed  in  dis^ise. 

Question,  Have  you  not  heard  of  very  many  cnmes  committed  by  thede  Ku-Klux  f 

Anaioer,  Yes,  sir;  but  I  have  not  heard  of  the  first  murder.  It  is  only  whippings 
and 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  particularly  as  to  murdo^ ;  I  am  inquiring  as  to  any  acts 
of  violence. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  them. 

Question,  Have  you  not  heard  of  a  large  number  f 

Answer,  Yes.  Not  a  very  large  number  by  Eu-Klux.  G^eorgia  is  not  like  some  States 
in  reference  to  which  you  have  heard  testimony.  It  is  only  in  two  or  three  localities 
of  Georgia  that  this  has  taken  place. 

Question,  You  mean  so  far  as  you  have  heard  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  You  say  yon  believe  these  outrages,  have  had  a  political  character  in  some 
sections.  What  party  do  yon  believe  organizes  these  bands,  or  to  what  party  do  tbey 
belong  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  belong  mostly  to  the  democrats.  I  think  the  negroes  are 
engaged  in  the  thing  sometimes.  I  think  tbe  fact  of  the  existence  of  the  organization 
is  made  use  of  for  the  commission  of  violence  and  outrage  in  some  cases,  because  the 
parties  can  lay  it  on  the  democrats.  The  negroes  and  radicals  are  mixed  up  with  it 
m  some  cases.  I  infer  so  from  report.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  but  what  I 
read  in  the  newspapers.  * 

Question,  You  say  in  your  statement  that,  in  ^rour  opinion,  ''the  rights  of  the  negro 
are  safer  in  the  hands  of  upright,,  intelligent  wmte  jurors  than  negro  jurors  T' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  then  you  say,  "  There  is  with  some  a  strong  pr^udioe,  and  even  hatred, 
against  the  negro,  mostly  from  political  rights  conferred  on  him.''  Now,  do  you  think 
it  right  or  politic  that  the  negro  should  not  have  any  right  to  serve  as  a  juror  f 

Anewer,  1  think  tbat  when  the  negro  is  intelligent — and  the  constitution  of  Georgia 
requires  Jnrorsto  be  upright  and  intelligent — he  has  as  good  aright^  serve  on  a  j«fy 
as  anybody  else,  whether  white  or  black. 

Question,  You  would  not  confine  it,  then,  to  color  f 

Answer,  No  sir.  I  think  the  negroes  are  better  satisfied  now  with  white  juries  there 
than  they  would  be  with  colored.    I  have  no  doubt  of  It. 

Question,  Do  jou  think  the  passage  of  the  law  of  Congress  for  the  suppression  of  Ku- 
Klux  outrages  is  a  source  of  irritation  in  Geor^a  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  in  some  localities.  I  think  that  anything  that  reflects  upon  the 
people  generally,  implying  that  they  are  not  disposed  to  comply  with  the  law,  is  dis- 
tasteful to  the  high-minded  men  who  do  not  engage  in  or  countenance  these  outrages. 
I  think  anything  of  that  kind  has  a  tendency  to  sour  the  minds  of  the  people. 

QuesHon,  Does  that  irritate  them  any  more  than  a  law  against  any  other  crime  f 
Have  the  people  there  any  interest  in  the  corouiissiou  of  this  particular  class  of  crimes  f 

Answer,  The  idea  of  the  people  is  this:  They  have  their  courts  and  their  judiciary 
system  ;  they  have  the  moral  teachings  of  the  pulpit ;  everything  is  having  its  due 
course  and  going  along  quietlv,  as  we  think ;  and  the  impression  is  general  that  in 
this  interference  by  Congress  the  southern  people  are  treated  as  if  they  wece  not  capi^ 
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l»1e  cf  sell^^yemiiient-^as  if  they  were  stDl  traitors,  when  really  there  is  do  feeUng  of 
opposition  to  the  QorerDinent. 

Qtuttum.  Do  they  not  nnderstand  that  this  law  is  general,  and  applies  to  the  whole 
U&dtedStateof 

An9wer,  Tes,  I  snppose  it  is  general  in  its  terms,  but  it  is  intended  to  be  applicable 
to  only  certain  comninnities.        • 

QntifMofk  It  is  applicable  everywhere,  unless  in  some  localities  there  are  pecnliar 
crimes.    I  have  nnderstood  yon  as  saying  that  there  are  no  peculiar  crimes  in  Georgia. 

Angwer,  I  think  the  people  feel  that  their  judiciary,  their  pnlpits,  their  schools,  their 
moral  teachings  generally,  the  interest  they  have  in  the  peace  and  quiet  of  society, 
chookl  exempt  them  from  any  special  legislation  of  that  kind.  If  any  people  ever  felt 
conquered,  they  do.  Talk  about  fighting !  There  is  no  disposition  among  them  to 
flgbc 

Quafion.  If  those  crimes  are  not  punished  by  the  State  courts,  do  the  people  object 
to  their  being  punished  by  the  General  Government  f 

Answer.  If  they  could  iurpsh  no  remedy  for  them  themselves,  they  would  not  object ; 
bat  thete  is  no  judge  in  Georgia  who  reports  that  he  cannot  enforce  the  law. 

Qv^Uon,  Do  you  not  understand  that  this  law  applies  only  to  cases  where  the  local 
coon«  are  not  efficient  for  the  punishment  of  these  crimes  f 

Answer.  I  was  about  to  say  that,  of  all  the  judges  appointed  by  Governor  Bullock,  I 
do  not  recollect  one  who  does  not  report  that  the  civil  law  is  carried  out  without  diffl- 
Mdty.  Judge  Johnson,  who  was  provisional  governor  under  Andrew  Johnson,  and 
who  was  appointed  a  judge  by  Governor  Bullock,  (and  whom  I  would  be  glad  to  have 
this  committee  summon,)  told  me  that  there  was  no  trouble  in  the  world  in  negroes 
obtaining  justice  before  the  coun« ;  that  white  men  in  his  court  had  condemned  white 
men  where  the  charge  was  made  by  negroes. 

Qmestkm.  Is  it  your  judgment,  or  is  it  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  that  it  would  be 
better  for  the  Government  to  overlook  these  Ku-Klux  crimes  and  outrages  for  the 
preaeot~to  pass  them  by,  making  no  arrests  and  administering  no  punishment;  or  is 
it  best  for  the  General  Government  to  go  on  and  punish  them  f 

Answer.  1  believe  the  State  courts  would  take  hold  of  them  and  punish  them  alL 
They  all  report  that  they  are  competent  to  do  so. 

Question.  Certain  witnesses  have  testified  that  it  would  not  be  good  policy  to  prose- 
oate  thece  offenses ;  that  it  will  only  make  the  disturbances  worse. 

Answer.  1  do  not  believe  that. 

Question.  You  think  the  General  Ckwemment  should  go  on  and  prosecute  these 
offenses  f 

Answer.  I  think  if  there  is  a  state  of  lawlessness  and  rebellion  that  the  local  #9urt8 
cannot  control,  and  the  Government  is  informed  of  it,  it  is  its  duty,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  interfere  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  quiet ;  but  all  our  judges  and 
grand  jnriee  report  that  the  local  courts  are  ample  to  deal  with  any  disorders  that 
mmr  exist 

Qnestkm.  If  that  is  the  case,  who  is  going  to  be  hurt  by  the  act  of  Congress  f 

Answer.  Ton  only  aggravate  the  people  by  such  legislation ;  you  say  to  them,  in  effect, 
'*¥onr  moral  status  is  not  such  as  qualifies  you  for  self-government,  and  therefore  we 
wiU  make  a  bayonet  government  for  you.'' 

QmesHon.  Has  any  particular  county  or  locality  been  named  in  the  law  f  Has  any 
particular  community  a  right  to  complain  as  being  the  special  object  of  that  legisla- 
tion f  ' 

Amswer.  I  do  not  say  whether  anybody  has  a  right  to  complain  or  not. '  I  think  that 
aoch  legislation  has  a  tendency  to  aggiavate  the  people.  Tlie  local  courts  are  ample. 
I  have  been  in  favor  of  reconstruction  in  every  form  in  which  it  has  been  presented ; 
I  h*ve  been  in  &vor  of  restoring  peace  and  quiet  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  I  believe, 
honestly  and  sincerely,  that  the  southern  people  would  quickly  settle  this  affair,  if 
every  one  were  relieved  of  disabilities  and  allowed  to  act  freely  as  an  American  citizen. 
That  is  my  honest,  firm  conviction.  It  is  my  impression  that  we  shall  have  peace 
BiQ€h  more  qnicldy  by  conciliation  than  in  any  other  way. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  14, 1871* 

EDWABD  C.  ANDERSON  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chaikmak,  (Mr.  Poland.)  As  this  witness  has  been  called  by  the  minority  of 
13ie  committee,  he  will  be  first  examined  by  some  member  of  the  minority. 

ByMr.BscK: 
QtieBiUm.  State  where  yon  reside  and  what  positions  yon  have  held  in  your  locality 
Ibr  the  last  four  years.  ^ 
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Answer.  I  reside  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of'  Georgia,  aad  was  mayor  of 
that  city  from  1865  to  1869— four  years. 

Queation,  State  what  is  the  condition  of  yonr  portion  of  the  State  of  €^r^a  as  to  the 
maintenance  of  law  and  order ;  the  protection  of  life  and  property  through  the  ordi- 
nary tribunals;  and  what  disturbances,  if  any,  have  prevented  the  execution  of  the 
laws.  / 

Anstcer.  We  have  always  regarded  our  portion  of  the  State  of  George  as  law-abiding. 
The  laws  are  fnlly  enforced.  The  courts  are  ample  for  the  maintenance  of  the  law. 
There  have  been  one  or  two  disturbances  there,  not  of  a  very  material  char&cter  how- 
ever. One  of  them  occurred  during  the  presidential  election  at  one  precinct  in  onr 
city.  It  was  occasioned  by  the  blocking  of  the  polls  by  neg^<»es.  They  took  possession 
of  the  polls  about  4  o'clock  in  the  momino^,  and  at  7  o'clock,  when  the  polls  were 
'  opened,  the  operatives  of  one  of  the  railroads  cane  up  for  the  purpose  of  voting.  They 
came  in  a  boay,  in  order  that  they  might  deposit  their  ballots  and  return  to  their  work. 
On  arriving  at  the  polls  they  found,  as  I  have  stated,  the  polls  blocked  by  the  negroes. 
An  officer  of  police  was  called  upon  to  open  the  polli^  in  order  that  those  Ynen 
might  deposit  their  ballots,  and  a  force  of  about  eight  men,  nnder  a  lieutenant,  was 
sent  for  that  purpose.  As  they  approached  the  precinct  they  were  fired  upon  by  the 
negroes  who  held  the  precinct.  A  police  officer  was  killed  and  two  other  officers 
wounded.  The  firing  was  then  returned,  not  however  until  the  first  man  had  been 
killed.  Another  case  occurred  where  a  negro,  by  the  name  of  Aaron  Hurt,  who  voted 
the  democratic  ticket,  was  taken  by  men  of  his  own  color,  carried  back  oi  the  jail, 
which  is  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  and  there  tarred  and  feathered.  A  third  case  was 
that  of  a  man  named  Aaron  A.  Bradley,  a  notorious  disturber  of  the  public  peace. 
There  was  a  rivalry  existing  between  two  factions  of  the  republican  party  there ;  I 
speak  of  the  negroes.  One  of  these  factions  was  headed  b^  an  extremely  int-ellisent 
colored  man.  Bradley,  in  returning  one  night  from  a  political  meeting,  was  seized  by 
the  partisans  of  the  other  faction ;  a  bag,  I  think,  was  drawn  over  his  head.  He  was 
put  in  an  ambulance  (they  intended  carrying  him,  it  is  said,  to  the  rear  of  the  city  and 
there  doing  him  violence)  when  the  city  police  came  forward  and  arrested  him.  They 
attempted  to  drive  over  the  officer  who  was  stopping  the  outrage,  but  he  was  a  man  of 
a  good  deal  of  courage ;  he  maintained  his  position  and  sprang  his  rattle ,-  policemen 
from  the  neighboring  ward  came  and  rescued  Bradley  from  the  hands  of  these  i>eople. 
In  other  respects,  Savannah  and  the  district  in  which  I  live,  the  southern  portion  of 
Georgia,  has  been  very  orderly. 

Qpeation,  Do  yon  speak  of  the  congressional  district  f 

'  Anstcer.  I  embrace  in  the  statement  the  congressional  district,  containing,  I  think, 
twenty^nine  counties. 

Question,  The  precinct  where  that  riot  occurred  was  in  the  city  of  Savannah  t 

AiisiDer.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  at  the  court-house.  There  have  been  iso- 
lated cases  of  diHorder,  but  there  have  been  no  instances  of  organized  violence ;  and  von 
could  hardly  condemn  the  conduct  of  our  community  from  isolated  cases  any  more  than 
you  could  condemn  the  morals  of  Boston  from  the  records  of  its  police  court. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  bands  of  disguised  men,  or  Ku-Klux,  so  called,  in  any 
portion  of  the  congressional  district  in  which  Savannah  is  situated  t 

Ansicer.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  such  organization,  and,  as  mayor  of  the  city,  I  was 
in  frill  intercourse  with  the  leading  men  of  that  district,  and,  in  fact,  of  the  surronnding 
counties  outside  of  the  district.  It  has  never  been  intimated  to  me  that  there  existed 
any  such  organization,  and  I  do  not  think  it  could  possibly  have  existed  without  my 
ioiowledge  of  the  fact. 

Question,  How  many  counties  are  there  in  the  district? 

Ansxoer.  Twenty-nine,  I  think. 

Question,  You  think  Southern  Georgia  is  ft«e  from  anything  of  that  sortt 

Anstcer,  Entirely  so. 

Question,  You  not  only  do  not  know  of  any  such  organization,  hut  you  have  never 
heard  of  anything  of  the  kind  f 

Answer,  Ihave  neard  of  the  instances  I  have  named,  and  isolated  instances  here  and 
there,  springing  up  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  but  no  organized  disturbances  of  any 
kmd. 

Question,  N6  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer,  No  men  in  disguise  at  all,  excepting  in  the  case  of  Bradley.  It  was  reported 
to  me  that  those  men  were  disguised,  but  they  were  known  and  were  afterward 
arraigned. 

Question,  There  was  no  politics  in  that  affair  t  The  parties  on  botli  sides  were  ropub- 
licansf 

Answer,  They  were  republicans  on  both  sides. 

Question,  As  mayor  of  the  city,  having  knowledge  of  its  general  condition  as  to  law- 
lessness or  the  contrary,  how  would  you  say  the  city  of  Savannah  compares  with  other 
cities  of  the  country  as  to  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  the  protection  of  life  and 
property  T  ^ 
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Anwitr.  Wo  are  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  law-abuling  cities  io  the  country.  Wo 
have  a  most  admirable  police  orgauization  there.  We  have,  especially  during  the  win- 
ter months,  a  large  element  oi' "  roughs,''  who  come  out  there ;  but  they  very  soon  ilnd 
that  the  police  rujes  are  too  stringent  for  them. 

Quatioiu  How  is  your  city  prospering  f 

An9uxnr.  Our  city  is  advancing  rapidly.  At  the  close  of  the  war  our  population  was 
about  twenty-two  thousand.  It  is  .now  about  thii'ty  thousand.  Our  commercial  pro- 
gress has  been  wonderful.  The  advance  in  real  estate  has  been  over  2,000  per  cent. 
Our  exports  before  the  war  did  not  exceed,  I  think,  about  twenty  to  twenty-two  mil- 
lion dollars.  Last  year  our  exports  amounted  to  $54,000,000 ;  and  this  year  they  will 
be  $70,000,000.    We  have  already  sent  out  from  Savannah  700,000  bales  of  cotton. 

QiustUm,  How  are  northern  men,  coming  to  your  State  and  settling  among  you,  re- 
ceived and  treated  T 

Answer,  We  receive  northern  men  with  tJkie  utmost  kindness,  and  are  anxious  that 
tbey  shaU  come  among  us. 

Queaiion,  Are  many  coming  f 

AM8wer.  Quite  a  number  are  coming  and  locating  among  our  people  to  do  business : 
they  are  opening  coounercial  establi^iments,  and  are  bringing  a  good  deal  of  capital 
there.  Mr.  Kelley,  a  very  wealthy  man  from  the  N(Hi}h,  has  invested,  I  suppose,  nearly 
half  a  million  of  dollars  tnere,  and  other  northern  men  are  buying  property  and  build- 
ing up  the  city. 

Question.  You  have  no  discordant  elements  growing  out  of  the  birth  or  former  resi- 
dence of  men  ? 

Amtwer.  None  whatever.  And  so  far  as  the  negro  population  are  concerned,  we 
have  a  very  law-abiding,  orderly  set  of  negroes.  The  only  disorganizing  element  we 
hiive  consists  of  those  who  are  called  the  '^  refugee  negroes,''  who  swarm  in  from  South 
Carolina  and  Florida.  They  are  received  with  distrust  by  the  resident  negroes,  as  they 
come  in  between  them  and  their  labor ;  in  other  words,  they  underwork  them. 

Question.  As  stevedores,  &c.  T 

Answer.  Stevedores  and  'longshoremen. 

Question.  You  manage  even  Uiem  tolerably  well  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  have  a  police  who  will  manage  anybody.  Our  police  force  is 
in  thorough  order  and  discipline,  and  vefy  vigilant.    The  men  are  all  well  paid. 

Question.  I  observe  in  the  papeors  that  your  city  pays  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
tax  of  the  State  of  Georgia  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  city  of  Savannah,  with  the  county  of  Chatham,  pays  about 
one-fifth  of  the  entire  taxation  of  the  State. 

Question.  You  then  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  your  opinion  that  all  you  need 
is  to  be  let  alone  to  manage  your  own  affairs  f 

Answer.  IS  we  are  let  alone,  we  expect  to  become  one  of  the  largest  cities  on  the 
5$outhem  coast.  Our  progress  has  been  very  wonderful.  We  have  l^n  under  demo- 
cratio  rule  ever  since  the  dose  of  the  war.  We  have  never  been  interfered  with  to 
any  great  extent,  and  our  city  has  been  very  orderly. 

QneBtum.  What  do  you  mean  when  yon  speak  of  being  '^  under  democratic  rule  T" 

Answer.  I  mean  to  say  the  administration  of  the  city  has  been  in  the  hands  of  a 
democratic  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen. 

QuiesUon,  You,  of  course,  have  a  good  many  men  under  disabilities  in  your  commu- 
nity t 

Answer.  Quite  a  number;  myself  among  ihem. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  effect  upon  your  people  of  a  general 
removal  of  disabilities  by  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States  t 

^  Answer.  I  think  it  would  tend  more  to  bury  past  grievances  and  heal  variances  and 
differences  than  anything  that  could  be  done.  There  is  a  sore  feeling  growing  out  of 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  very  best  men  we  have  there  are  under  disabiuties. 

QuesHosL  Some  have  been  relieved  who  you  think  had  not  as  much  claim  as  some 
who  still  remain  under  disabilities  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  have  been  relieved  who  in  our  judgment  were  not  as  well 
entitled  to  be  relieved  aethers  who  are  not  relieved. 

Question.  How  does  your  present  taxation  compare  with  the  taxation  four  or  five 
yean  agot 

Ansiwer.  The  taxation  before  the  war  in  the  State  of  Georgia  was  about  6  cents  on 
every  |100 ;  at  the  present  time  it  is  40  cents  on  $100. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  State  taxation  f  •  * 

Answer.  That  is  the  State  taxation. 

Question.  Does  it  include  the  county  taxation  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  have  another  tax— a  county  tax  for  local  purposes.  That  is 
another  matter,  it  is  very  small ;  it  was  levied  formerly  by  the  Justices  of  the  inferior 
courts :  it  is  now  levied  by  the  ordinary  at  the  instance  of  the  grand  jury.  One  tax 
is,  for  instance^  for  education. 

12Q 
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Question.  We  havo  been  inquiring  generally  aboat  the  disposition  of  your  people 
toward  the  Government — their  loyalty.  Give  us  your  idea  about  the  feeling  t>f  the 
people  of  Savannah  toward  the  Government  and  the  present  administration  f 

A)mver.  You  use  the  term  **  loyalty."  That  word,  according  to  my  comprehension, 
means  devotion  to  the  maintenance  of  law.  In  that  respect  our  people  aroa  law- 
abiding  people.  As  to  the  sentiment  of  the  people  toward  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  we  are  not  hostile  to  the  Government,  but  we  have  no  eaithly  regard 
for  the  administration  of  that  Government  as  illustrated  in  the  persons  of  those  who 
are  its  otiiceliolders  among  us.  As  a  rule,  they  are  men  who  at  their  own  homes  can 
hardly  be  entitled  to  much  consideration.  They  seem  in  many  instauces  to  be  the 
refuse  of  creation.  Coming  down  there,  they  are  uuconciliatory  hi  demeanor,  arro- 
gant, exacting,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  ignorant.  Of  course  there  are  cxceptioual  caiaes ; 
I  am  speaking  of  the  men  as  a  class.  I  think  that  if  the  Government  were  a  little 
more  cautious  in  the  selection  of  its  agents,  and  would  send  among  us  gentlemen  wh(» 
(tould  mingle  with  the  people  and  treat  them  with  ordinary  courtesy,  there  would  bo  a 
very  much  kinder  feeling  toward  the  Government  than  there  is  now. 

Qnestion,  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  administering  the  laws  in  your  courts? 

Ans^cer.  None  in  the  world.  Wo  have  an  ample  system  of  courts.  We  bave  the 
superior  court,  the  city  court,  the  mayor's  court,  and  they  are  in  session  very  con- 
stantly.   They  are  quite  ample  for  the  wants  of  the  community. 

Question,  Can  Justice  be  administered  there,  regardless  of  race,  color,  previous  condi 
tion,  or  politics? 

Ansioer.  Beyond  perad venture. 

Question,  You  think  that  any  man,  of  any  politics,  can  express  his  political  scntimeiits 
there  without  being  injured  ? 

Answer.  Anywhere.  Our  juries  are  composed  of  men  from  both  North  and  Sonth. 
We  have  a  large  northern  element  there,  and  the  men  who  come  and  settle  among 
us  are  very  highly  respected. 

By  the  CnAiRX^AN,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

.  Question,  You  have  spoken  in  your  testimony  almost  exclusively  of  Savannah  and 
■your  immediate  section  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm,  Are  you  familiar  with  the  condition  of  things  in  other  portions  of  the 
■  State  I 

Answer,  From  personal  intercourse  I  am  not.  I  have  been  in  upper  Georgia,  but 
•only  upon  brief  visits.    I  havo  never  resided  there. 

Question.  Has  your  section  of  the  State  the  largest  proportion  of  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer,  O,  yes.    Upper  G^eorgia  is  sparsely  peopled  with  iiegroes. 

Question,  Your  part  of  the  State  has  a  very  large  proportion  of  colored  people? 

An^ver,  It  has.    We  are  in  the  agricultural  region — the  sea  island  and  rice  r^Eion. 
'  Question,  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  relative  proportion  of  white  and  colored  peo- 
;ple  in  your  congressional  district  ? 

Answer.  1  should  say  the  proportions  were  three-fifths  white  and  two-iifUiB  blaok. 

'',>uc8tio?i.  The  whites  preponderate? 

Answei:  Yes,  sir.    * 

Question.  Have  yon  a  larger  proportion  of  colored  people  in  your  congressional  dis- 
trict than  in  any  other  i>art  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  1  think  that  m  some  counties  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  Geoi;gia  the 
preponderance  is  upon  the  side  of  the  blacks. 

Question,  You  have  said  that  in  Savannah,  and  the  region  about  Savannah,  you  have 
/never  heard  of  any  organizations  of  disguised  men  ?  Have  you  heard  of  such  things 
in  other  parts  of  the  State  f 

Ansiver.  As  a  State  organization,  never. 

Question,  I  am  not  asking  as  to  a  Slate  organisation,  but  are  there  organisations  in 
rother  parts  of  the  State  ? 

Answer,  Not  to  my  knowledge;  I  know  of  no  organization  in  the  State  of  Geofgia. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  such  things  as  bands  of  a|pied  men  going  abontin 
'disguise  ? 

Answer.  Since  m^  arrival  in  Washington  I  havo  heard  gentlemen  say  that  in  certain 
•counties  of  Georgia  there  had  been  seen  men  disguisiS ;  but  that  they  were  loca? 
ill  together,  not  general  in  their  organization. 

*    Question,  I  am  not  asking  as  to  the  ext«nt  of  the  organization,  but  whether  such 
things  have  appeared  in  some  parts  of  the  State  ? 

Ansicer,  Only  to  the  extent  I  name. 

Question,  The  organizations,  so  far  as  you  know  and  believe,  are  local  oi*ganizations  ? 

Answer,  Of  my  own  knowledge  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Question.  I  understand  you  speak  upon  information  entirely.      ^  t 

Anstoa\  Simplv  from  hearsay  and  conversation.  gitized  by  VjOOQI^ 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  such  thfugs  in  some  other  portions  of  the  ^ate  ? 
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An^icer,  Only  in  one  portion  of  the  State. 

Question.  What  |>ortion  is  that  f 

AnBioer.  In  the  vicinity  of  Rome.  I  think  it  was  mentioned  in  conversation  that 
there  had  been  npon  one  occasion  some  men  who  had  banded  together,  bnt  not  many. 

Questioi.  Did  y  ott  learn  what  was  done  on  that  occasion  by  that  band  of  men  f 

Answer.  I  h^ard  of  the  release  of  a  prisoner,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  United  States 
forces,  without  warrant  of  law. 

Question.  That  is  the  in^ance  to  which  you  refer  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  is  the  only  one  yon  have  heard  off 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  only  one  I  remember. 

QuesUon.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  that  is  the  only  one  yon  have  heard  of  in  the 
etatet 

Ansicer.  That  is  the  only  one  I  can  call  to  my  mind  at  this  time.  [Witness  panses.! 
It  is  the  only  one,  upon  reflection,  that  I  remember  at  all  to  have  heard  of. 

Quesiioiu  Did  yon  near  that  Al&ed  Kichardson,  a  colored  man  who  wa^a  member,  of 
th^legislatnre  irom  Clarke  County,  was  visited  by  one  of  these  bands  f 

Ansicer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  And  yon  have  heard  of  no  instances  in  the  State  where  these  bands  of  men 
have  gone  and  taken  out  colored  men^  and  whipped  them  t 

Answer.  I  never  have. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qtbestion.  Are  yon  a  native  of  the  State  of  Georgia  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  bom  there,  and  my  father  before  mo. 

Question.  To  what  party  do  yon  belong  t 

Answer.  The  democratic  party. 

Qu/esHon.  Have  vou  held  any  pnblio  position  in  the  State  t 

Answer.  Only  what  I  have  named — the  office  of  mayor  of  the  city  of  Savannah. 

QmsUon.  Were  you  in  the  confederate  array  f 

Anewer,  I  was. 

Question.  What  position  did  yon  hold  there  f 

Answer.  I  held  the  position  of  colonel. 

Question.  You  mention  three  cases  of  disturbance  in  Savannah ;  do  yon  mean  to  say 
that  those  cases  occurred  during  the  four  years  you  were  mayor  T 

Answer.  They  did.  • 

Question.  Are  they  the  only  cases  of  disturbance  of  the  public  peace  that  occurred 
dnring  that  time  f 

Answer.  Those  are  the  only  material  cases  where  there  were  any  disguises  attempted 
in  the  execution  of  violence.  There  have  been,  as  I  said,  other  cases,  but  they  were 
isolated  cases  growing  ont  of  the  sp  ur  of  the  moment. 

Qi^siion.  1  observeil  that  in  the  three  cases  you  named  colored  men  were  the  promi- 
nent actors  f 

Answer,  In  each  instance. 

Question.  There  were  certainly  more  than  three  cases  of  the  commission  of  crime  in 
your  city  during  the  four  years  you  were  mayor? 

Anewer.  Many  more. 

Question.  Why  did  you  single  ont  those  three  cases  f 

Anmcer.  1  singled  them  ont  because  I  was  asked  generally  as  to  the  cases  of  precon-  | 
certed  violence. 

Question.  Yon  think  there  were  no  cases  of  preconcerted  violence  except  those  three  f 

Anetfjsr.  None  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  You  said  a  negro  was  tarred  and  feathered  for  voting  the  democratic 
ticket  f 

Ajiswer.  I  did. 

Question.  Why  do  you  think  it  was  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket  T 

AMwer.  It  was  so  stated.  He  himself  stated  that  he  had  been  tarred  and  feathered 
for  that  reason. 

Question.  Was  that  on  the  day  of  election  t 

Ansfwer.  No,  it  occurred  after  the  election. 

QuesHoii.  Why  do  you  think  that  was  preconcerted  T 

Answer.  Well,  it  could  not  have  been  otherwise,  beoaiise  ho  was  carried  out  by  a  baud 
of  men. 

Question.  Was  there,  during  the  period  you  speak  of^  no  other  case  of  crime  in  your 
eity  that  was  in  that  sense  preconcerted  f    Is  not  almost  every  crime  preconcerted  ? 

Answer.  Not  necessarily. 

Question.  I  know  that  when  two  men  get  into  a  private  difficulty,  and  fight  upon 
the  comer  of  the  street,  that  may  not  be  preconcerted ;  but  have  there  been  no  burg- 
laries in  your  city  T 

^iwit?«r.  Yes,  sir:  many.  ^ 

Question.  Were  there  any  that  were  not  preconcerted  f 
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Answer,  I  was  not  in  conference  with  the  burglars,  and  cannot  answer  that  question. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  burglars  make  preparations  in  advance  for  committing  a 
robbery. 

Question.  Were  there  any  murders  in  your  city  duiinff  tbe  period  you  speak  oft 

Artswer,  Yes,  sir;  there  were  two  white  men  murdered  on  1^  road,  and  tiiat  likewise 
was  done  by  negroes :  that  case  had  escaped  my  recollection.  Those  two  men  were 
German  gardeners,-  who  were  assailed  and  shot  on  the  road. 

Question,  That  was  a  preconcerted  case,  in  your  judgment  f 

Answer.  Yes  sir :  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  case  of  murder  that  occurred  in  Savannah  during  that 
timef 

Anstoer,  1  do  not  remember  any  others.  There  may  have  been  other  miirders  there. 
I  recollect  now  there  was  a  murder  of  a  young  man  who  was  out  gunning.  He  was 
murdered  by  a  negro,  and  the  negro  was  arraigned,  tried,  and  executed. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  crime  committed  by  a  white  man  in  the  city  of  Savaa* 
nah  during  the  four  years  you  were  mayor  t 
•    ^7i«toer.  In  what  regard  f  ^ 

Question,  You  have  given  five  instances  of  crimes  committed  by  negroee.  I  aak,  was 
there  any  instance  of  a  crime  committed  by  a  white  man  jduring  the  four  years  you 
were  mayor  of  Savannt^  f 

Answer,  Murder,  or  ordinary  crimes  T 

Question,  Murder  or  burglary — take  those  two  T  , 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  burglaries  committed  by  white  men. 

Qttestion,  Have  there  been  any  murders  committed  by  white  men? 

Answer.  No,  I  think  not. 

Question,  Has  the  crime  of  arson  been  committed  in  your  city  or  its  suburbs? 

Answer,  There  have  been  burnings  there;  but  there  have  been  no  convictions:  Itewe 
never  have  been  able  to  prove  wheuier  those  burnings  were  premeditated  or  accidentaL 

Question,  Did  you  say  that  your  congressional  district  embraces  twenty-nine  counties  f 

Anmcer.  I  think  it  embraces  twenty-nine  counties. 

Question,  Does  that  include  the  city  of  Savannah  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  county  of  Chatham,  in  which  the  city  is  situated,  is  one  of  the 
counties. 

Question.  What  is  the  popolation  of  Savannah  f 

Answer,  Thirty  thousand. 

Question,  How  many  counties  are  there  in  the  State  of  Georgia? 

Answ^,  It  is  hard  to  say.  Ilie  legifllature  has  been  changing  them  so  eonstantiy  of 
late. 

Question,  Twenty-nine  struck  me  as  a  very  lar^e  nmnber  of  counties  for  a  eongree- 
sional  district,  and  I  thought  you  might  be  mistaken. 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  I  think  not :  I  think  you  will  find  that  there  are  twenfy-nine  ixmn- 
ties  in  the  first  congressioBal  aistrict. 

Question.  How  many  Representatives  has  Georgia  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States? 

Answer,  Seven. 

Question.  Are  not  those  counties  very  ^arsely populated? 

Answer,  Some  of  them  are  very  sparsely  populated,  and  some  of  them  are  small. 

Question.  You  said  that  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Savannah  has  advanced  8,000  per 
♦  cent. 

Answer.  That  is  the  estimate. 

Question.  Do  you  moMi  to  say  l^t  it  has  advanced  that  much  upon  the  viteatlon 
before  the  war  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir :  upon  the  valuation  before  the  war  and  immediately  after  tne  war. 
The  city  has  very  uurgely  inereaeed  in  the  extent  of  its  buildings.  Buildings  are  bow 
extending  all  over  the  south  common,  which  was  formerly  waste  land.  The  eity  is 
being  buut  up  in  every  direelion. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  any  given  piece  of  property  is  worth  S^^OO  per 
cent,  more  now  than  before  the  war? 

Answer,  I  mean  to  say  that  property  which  before  the  war  sold  ibr  two  or  three  hva- 
dred  dollars,  sells  now  for  three  or  four  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  That  would  not  be  2,000  per  cent. 

Answer.  1  give  you  the  average.  The  estimate  is  that  on  the  average  real  e«t«telias 
increased  in  value  about  2,000  per  cent.  I  mean,  for  instance,  that  any  well-locttled  lot 
is  2,000  per  cent.  nM»e  vamaM*  now  than  it  was  before  the  war. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  When  property  doubles  in  value  you  call  t^at  an  increase  q£  100  per  cent.  ? 
AnsuHfr,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :)  Digitized  by  GoOSl^ 

,     Question.  You  mean  that  property  generally  is  worth  now  twentv  times  as  maoh  as 
it  was. 
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AnsvKT.  Yes,  air. 
By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QtiegUon.  Yon  said  tliat  Sayanoah  pa^s  one-fifUi  of  the  whole  taxation  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  That  is  ihe  estimate,  m  famiihed  to  me  by  the  receiver  of  tax  returns. 

HmsH&n*  Doee  Sarannah  owa  ^operty  amoantiiig  to  one-fifth  the  value  of  all  the 
property  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir ;  I  speak  of  the  property  of  individuals.  The  city  of  Savannah 
itself  does  not  own  a  great  deal  of  real  estate ;  a  ^reat  deal  of  the  real  estate  that 
bek>Dged  to  the  city  has  been  sold ;  I  am  speaking  ot  the  taxable  property  in  the  city 
of  Savannah.  The  taxes  assessed  upon  that  property  amount  to  one-nfth  of  the  entire 
taxation  of  Georgia. 

.    By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QueUUm,  I  suppose  a  part  of  that  is  tax  upon  business  7 

Anstcer,  No ;  1  mean  the  tax  levied  by  the  State  of  Georgia  as  a  general  tax. 

QufisHon,  Upon  personal  property  as  well  as  real  estate  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  on  real  estate  and  personal  property. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qiuetion,  You  do  not  have  reference  to  the  tax  levied  npon  professions  t 

Answer.  There  is  no  State  tax,  so  far  as  I  know,  levied  upon  professions. 

Queslion,  Yoa  say  that  the  tax  levied  on  real  estate  and  personal  property  in  tiie  city 
oi  Savannah  is  one-ilfth  of  the  whole  taxation  of  the  State  of  Georgia t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  would  imply  that  one-fifth  of  the  whole  property  of  the  State  is  in 
Savamiah  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QwesHan.  It  is  a  city  of  thirty  thousand  inhabitants  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion.  What  is  the  next  city  in  size  in  the  State  t 

Answer.  Atlanta. 

Question.  How^auy  inhabitants  has  thatt 

Answer.  The  population  of  Atlanta  is  estimated  at  about  twenty-two  thousand. 

Qnestion,  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  never  heard  it  intimated  until  yon 
got  to  this  city  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  a  Kn-Klux  organization  in  the  State  of 
Geocgiaf 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  said  that  I  had  never  beard  of  there  bein^  a  Kn-Kiux 
offgaoization  in  the  State.  I  say  that  I  never  heard  of  any  particular  point  where  it 
was  alleged  to  exist.  In  the  northern  papers  I  had  seen  Georgia  charged  with  having 
Ku-Klox  organizations ;  but  I  never  knew  where  they  were,  and  never  heacd  of  them 
in  our  own  State. 

QuMtUm.  Then  yoa  never  heard  of  any  outrage  committed  by  them  nnt^  you  arrived 
in  this  city  f 

Answer.  No,  I  never  did.  I  never  heard  before  my  arrival  here  of  the  instance  I 
named  to  the  chairman. 

Question.  You  heard  that  since  you  arrived  here  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  reading  the  newspapers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  am. 

QueMion.  Have  you  never  seen  anything  in  the  papers  of  either  party  about  the  Kn- 
Klux  in  Georgia  f 

Answer.  1  have  seen  repeated  notices  in  the  northern  papers  of  Ku-Klax  in  Georgia. 

Question.  I  speak  of  State  papers  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  see  anything  of  the  kind  mentioned  in  the  State 
paners  that  I  read.  * 

Qmmtion.  Did  yon  never  hear  of  the  killing  of  Judge  Asbbum  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  of  the  killing  of  a  man  named  Adkins.  Perhaps  he  is  the 
man  to  whom  you  have  reference  T 

Question.  Was  he  a  judge  t 

Answer.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ic^slatute. 

Q^iesiion.  Wnen  did  that  case  occur  f 

Answer.  Two  or  three  years  since. 

Question.  Was  that  done  by  disguised  men  T 

Answer.  No,  I  think  not.  It  was  said  to  have  been  done  l^  some  parties  with  refer- 
ence to  his  indecent  approaches  to  a  woman. 

^    Question.  You  never  heard  of  the  rescue  of  this  prisoner,  and  the  taking  of  Judge 
Kirby  from  his  house  until  since  you  have  been  hereT  ^^  , 

Ansicer.  Not  until  I  came  here  Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  persons  in  the  comity  or  Clarke  f  ^ 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
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Question.  In  the  county  of  Jackson  t 

Anmcer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Walton?  ^ 

Anaicer.  No,  sir.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  mj  acquaintance  in  the  interior  oi 
Georgia  is  limited  to  the  leaioing  iifien  of  those  counties.  I  was  away  from  Georgia  a 
great  many  years  of  my  life.  I  was  a  naval  officer,  and  was  out  of  the  United  States 
for  many  years. 

Question,  You  have  been  in  the  State  since  1869 1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  resigned  from  the  Navy  about  ten  years  before  the  breakini;  oat 
of  the  war  and  have  been  living  in  Georgia  since  that  time. 

Question,  What  was  your  position  in  the  United  States  Navy  f 

Answei'.  1  was  a  lieutenant. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  it  charged  by  public  speakers  of  either  party  that  there 
was  an  organization  for  the  commission  of  crime  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  never. 

Question.  Have  you  attended  any  public  meetings  outside  of  your  city  T 

Anstoer.  Not  many. 

Question,  Have  you  been  much  outside  of  your  city  f 

Answer.  Not  in  Georgia.  I  have  been  in  Atlanta,  and  in  southwestern  Georgia,  and 
in  some  of  the  counties  beyond  Atlanta,  but  only  for  a  short  time. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  secret  political  organization  of  any  kind  in  the  city 
of  Savannah  T 

Answer.  None  whatever ;  there  is  no  such  thing ;  there  could  not  be  without  nay 
knowledge  of  it ;  for  as  mayor  of  the  city  I  was  head  of  the  police  force.  We  had 
an  admirable  detective  force  there,  and  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  a  secret 
organization  of  that  kind  to  exist  without  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  men  being  scourged  in  any  of  the  twenty- 
nine  counties  composing  your  congressional  district  T 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Que»t\(m,  What  is  the  politics  of  that  district  f 

Answer.  Democratic. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbances  at  public  meetings  t. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you,  within  the  last  eighteen  months,  been  at  Atlanta,  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  State  of  Georm^  f 

Answer.  I  have  not-,  within  the  last  eighteen  months. 

Question.  You  have  not  been  actively  engaged  in  politics  within  the  last  eighteen 
months  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  politics  since  my  retirement  from  the 
mayoralty. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  How  do  your  people  regard  the  management  of  your  State  government 
as  to  honesty  or  dishonesty,  economy  or  extravagance  f 

Answer.  We  look  upon  the  State  government  of  Georgia  as  an  iniquity  to  civlliza- 
tiou. 

Question.  Explain  why. 

Answer.  On  account  of  the  general  course  pursued  by  the  governor  in  his  manage- 
ment of  the  finances  of  the  State,  his  wasteful  expenditure  ot  the  public  money,  and 
his  general  administration  as  governor. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Has  the  alleged  misconduct  of  the  governor,  his  wasteful  expenditure  of  tlie 
public  money,  &c.,  caused  any  disturbance  of  the  public  peace  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  a  ^reat  wonder  that  it  has  not  done  so.  I  think  the  people 
have  shown  a  gceat  deal  of  fortitude  under  the  administration  of  State  affairs. 

Question.  I  was  asking  whether,  in  fact,  that  {>c:niiliistratSon  has  created  any  distturb- 
ance  ? 

Answer.  It  has  not,  so  far  as  I  know. 

QuestUm,  There  is  dissatisfaction  with  it  f 

Answer,  Universal  dissatisfaction  all  over  Georgia. 

Question.  Do  men  on  both  sides  disapprove  of  it  T 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  republican  party  of  Georgia  hold  Governor  Bullock  in  aa 
much  contempt  as  the  democrats  do. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  18^  1871. 
HENRY  LEWIS  BENNING  sworn  and  examined.  .^^^^  ^^  GoOqI^ 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)    General  Blair,  as  this  witness  has  been  miminoncd 
at  your  request,  you  will  please  commence  his  examination. 
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By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question.  State  where  you  reside. 

Answer.  In  Colnmbns,  Georgia. 

Que^km.  How  loDg  have  you  resided  there  t 

Answer.  Since  May,  1855. 

Question.  What  public  positions  hare  yon  held  f 

Ansvoer,  I  have  been  a  lawyer  from  that  time  until  now. 

^nesHon.  Have  yon  been  a  judge  f 

Amswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  held  the  office  of  judge.  I  was  solicitor  of  the  circuit  for 
part  of  two  terms,  a  good  many  years  ago.  I  was  a  judge  of  one  of  the  courts  of 
Georgia  for  six  years— Sx)m  1863  to  1859. 

Question.  The  object  of  this  committee  is  to  ascerttkin  the  present  condition  of  a£fairs 
in  your  State  among  others,  especially  in  regard  to  the  security  of  life  and  property 
ana  the  execution  of  the  law.    State  what  you  know  on  that  subject. 

Answer.  My  practice  is  confined  to  my  town ;  I  do  not  go  on  the  circuit,  but  I  prac- 
tice in  the  supreme  court.  My  personal  acquaintance  in  the  State,  therefore,  is  not  ex- 
tensive. So  far  as  my  town  and  county  are  concerned,  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted. 
Our  condition  we  look  upon  as  good  enough.  The  law  is  well  administered ;  there  are 
no  extraordinary  cases  of  violence  of  any  sort,  so  far  as  I  know,  either  in  my  district 
or  anywhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  it. 

Question.  Are  there,  according  to  information  upon  which  yon  rely,  any  unlawful 
combinations  of  disguised  men  in  your  section  of  the  State  to  violate  the  law  and  put 
it  at  defiance  t 

Ansxcer.  I  think  not.  There  are  no  secret  associations  of  any  sort,  so  far  as  I  know, 
except  what  are  called  the  Loyal  League  clubs,  or  Union  clubs,  which  are  composed 
of  republicans — chiefly  freedmen.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  are  illegal  at  all, 
Init  tney  are  secret ;  they  have  their  sessions  at  night. 

Question.  Have  they  been  guilty  of  any  violations  of  law,  so  far  as  you  know  t 

Answei:  I  think  not,  sir. 

QviesUon.  You  know  of  no  other  secret  combinations  in  that  section  of  your  State  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  So  far  as  the  Loyal  Leagues  are  concerned,  those  who  have  no  access 
to  them  have  formed  their  opinions ;  and  the  general  opinion  is  that  they  are  for  polit- 
ical purposes — to  force  the  black  vote  to  go  unanimously  one  way.  But  we  do  not 
know. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  manifestations  of  hostility  by  the  negroes  to  any  per- 
sons of  their  race  who  are  disposed  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  had  a  homicide  in  our  town  in  1868,  which,  I  suppose,  may 
be  considered  as  resulting  from  a  feeling  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Give  us  the  particulars  of  that  homicide. 

Answer.  In  1668  the  democratic  party,  after  the  presidential  nominations,  I  believe, 
determined  to  have  a  ratification  meeting  and  torchlight  procession,  with  wagons, 
banners,  &c. ;  I  was  not  living  in  Columbus  at  that  time,  but  I  beard  of  it.  They  had 
a  pretty  long  procession,  and,  by  some  means,  it  was  stopped ;  there  was  a  pause  in  it 
for  a  short  time,  and  while  it  was  not  going  on,  some  shots  were  fired  from  the  building 
occupied  by  the  United  States  revenue  collector,  Mr.  Jacques,  and  very  soon  it  was 
discovered  that  a  man  was  killed.  The  police  were  there,  and  the  mayor  himself,  try- 
ing to  keep  order.  It  was  a  democratic  procession.  The  body  was  carried  awtiy,  and  a 
coroner's  inquest  held  as  soon  as  they  could  get  a  jury,  I  attended  the  inquest ;  I  felt 
a  deep  interest  in  learning  the  evidence.  The  testimony  in  the  case  was,  that  when 
this  pause  took  place  in  the  procession,  there  was  a  crowd  at  the  office  of  the  collector, 
and  some  firing  took  place  from  that  crowd  into  the  procession.  Nobody  knew  who 
.lired  the  shotB ;  there  was  never  any  evidence  to  show  that;  the  person  who  was  hit 
ran  back,  fell,  and  died ;  he  gave  no  account  of  himself.  The  testimony  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  that  as  to  how  the  killing  took  place,  or  who  did  it,  except  that  the  firing 
took  place  from  the  collector's  comer.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  conse- 
.quAOt  upon  the  alfair,  because  the  man  killed  was  a  firecdman,  a  negro,  and  it  was 
supposed  that  the  democrats  had  kiDed  him ;  but  upon  further  investigation  it  was 
.found  that  he  was  a  democrat  himself,  and  had  been  riding  upon  a  democratic  wagon — 
one  of  those  in  the  procession  that  had  the  banners.  As  soon  as  that  was  ascertained, 
interest  seemed  to  die  away ;  the  other  side  took  no  further  steps  in  the  matter.  It 
was  never  ascertained  who  killed  him ;  he  was  a  democrat,  and  was  killed. 
^    Question.  Killed  by  firing  outside  of  the  procession  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  by  firing  from  the  sidewalk  upon  the  procession  when  it  stoppeil, 
and  from  the  corner  occupied  by  the  collector  of^  the  distiict.  It  was  generally  sup- 
posed it  was  done  by  the  fireedmen  of  the  opposite  party ;  they  were  assembled  there. 
The  grand  jury  could  make  nothing  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  In  that  connection,  suppose  vou  give  us  what  was  known  or  believed  to  bo 
the  history  of  the  Ashbum  killing,  whicn  occurred  about  the  same  time. 
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Answer.  George  Asbbnm  was  killed  a  little  while  before.  Our  commtmity  was 
startled  oue  niomiug  by  bearing  that  Ashbum  had  been  killed. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question,  What  position  did  he  hold  f 

Answer.  Ashbom  before  the  war  was  a  noted  OTersecr;  he  w«b  a  man  who  had  man- 
aged large  plantations  with  a  number  of  negroes  npon  them,  and  with  the  management 
chiefly  in  his  own  hands.  He  was  reputed  to  bo  a  very  sevei-e  overseer— brntal.  When 
the  war  came  on,  I  do  not  know  which  side  he  took ;  'in  fact  I  never  knew  him  person- 
ally. After  the  war  was  over  he  joined  in  with  the  fteodmen,  and  made  himself  tboir 
especial  friend — was  ahead  of  almost  every  other  white  man  in  showing  bis  devotioa  to 
their  interests.  Ho  quit  his  wife  and  took  up  with  a  negro  woman  in  Coiambos,  lived 
with  her  as  his  wife  (so  said  repntation)  and  at  a  public  l^ose  at  that ;  1  meatti  a  house  ef 
l)rostitutiou.  He  incited  the  negroes  in  various  ways,  and  imbittered  their  jfoelings 
against  the  whites ;  insisted  that  they  were  entitled,  according  to  the  phrase  then  used,  to 
'*  forty  acres  of  land  and  a  mule/'  and  that  they  should  have  it.  I  dare  say  that  you  have 
seen  in  the  newspapers  that  they  claimed  that  on  their  liberation.  Ho  did  other  things  to 
satisfy  the  negroes  that  ho  was  a  great  friend  of  theirs,  and  indeed  to  make  himself 
their  leader.  He  became  very  obnoxious  to  the  white  people,  even  those  belonging  to 
his  own  party.  They  had  nothing  to  do  with  him.  He  lived  by  himself.  One  night 
he  was  killed.  A  party  went  to  his  house  and  kUled  him.  Three  or  four  shots  were 
lired;  one  of  them  took  effect  in  his  head;  he  was  shot  in  the  forehead  and  killed. 
There  were  a  good  many  young  men  of  Columbus  arrested  for  that,  and  there  was  an 
investigation  before  a  military  court  at  Atlanta.  I  forget  who  was  the  president 
of  the  court.  A  good  many  days  were  consumed  in  the  investigation.  Finally,  how- 
ever, the  court  was  dissolved,  I  think,  by  an  order  of  the  President,  on  the  admission 
of  Geor^pa,  or  the  acceptance  of  the  constitution  of  Georgia.  That  court  came  to  no 
conclusion ;  there  was  no  decision  made  by  the  military  court.  The  prisoners  vere 
discharged.  So  there  has  never  been  any  determination  of  any  sort  as  to  who  kille<l 
him.  The  opinion  in  Columbus  is,  I  think,  that  the  i>urpose  of- this  party  which  went 
to  the  place  where  he  was  boarding  was  to  warn  him  off— to  tell  nim  that  he  must 
leave  there ;  but  he  seized  his  pistol  and  commenced  firing  at  them,  and  they  killed 
him.  It  is  not  generally  thought  that  they  went  there  for  tb^  purpose  of  killing  him, 
but  merely  to  warn  him  away  from  the  place  as  a  dangerous  man—at  least  as  a  fomenter 
of  strife.  There  were  rewards  offered  for  the  parties  who  committed  the  murder. 
Nobody,  however,  was  ever  indicted.  The  little  testimony  tliat  was  taken  l)cft>re  the 
military  court  showed  that  the  parties  wore  disguised  men— some  ten,  twelve,  or  lifteen — 
I  think  about  twelve. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuesHan.  Did  not  a  man  who  was  a  comrade  of  his  disapi>ear  about  the  same  time  ? 
WestJfield,  I  believe,  was  his  name. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Westfield,  or  Moorefield.  It  is  believed  by  a  good  many  that  Ash- 
bum was  killed  by  his  own  party,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  taken  possession  of  the 
colored  vote ;  and  that  this  man  was  the  agent  in  doing  it. 

Thdse  are  the  only  two  oases  I  know  of,  except  one  that  happened  earlier,  when  the 
place  was  occupied  by  United  States  troops.  In  1865  or  1866  they  had  a  colored  com- 
pany there ;  and  one  of  the  privates — or  it  may  have  been  a  sergeant — was  very  defimit 
and  offensive  in  his  manners  on  the  street.  Ho  would  wallfrstraigbt  forward  and  strike 
anybody  that  was  in  front  of  him ;  would  shove  ladies  off  the  sidewalk.  His  conduct 
was  noticed  a  good  deal,  and  borne  with  for  a  good  while.  A  young  man,  however, 
met  him  one  day,  and  there  was  a  collision ;  they  struck  against  each  other,  and  some 
struggling  took  place  afterward.  The  young  man  pulled  oat  his  pistol  and  shot  ihU 
soldier  in  the  arm.  A  good  deal  of  blood  flowed  from  it.  He  went  to  his  quarters  where 
the  company  were,  and  aroused  them.  They  shut  the  doors,  opened  some  of  the  win- 
dows, and  commenced  firing  indiscriminately  upon  everybody  that  appeared.  People 
kept  out  of  the  way ;  but  a  gentleman  named  Major  Warner,  living  un  town,  wairting 
to  Know  what  the  cause  of  the  firing  Was,  walked  down  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
barracks,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  When  they  saw  him,  they  fired  npon  him 
and  killed  him ;  that  is,  they  mortally  wounded  him ;  he  died  in  a  day  or  two.  The 
wound  of  the  private  was  not  a  mortal  wound;  he  got  over  it  very  soon;  and  the 
man  who  wounded  him  ran  to  Texas  and  died  of  the  yellow  fever.  There  was  no  inquiry 
made  as  to  who  eAiot  Mi^or  Warner.  The  mayor  ot  the  town  urged  a^n  and  again 
upon  the  officers  to  have  an  investigation,  but  none  was  had.  Sft^or  Warner  was  an 
estimable  citizen,  and  a  quiet  man.  At  the  time  he  was  shot  he  was  merely  walking 
down  the  street. 

Those  three  are  the  only  cases  of  homicide  that  I  know  of  in  our  town  or  in  the 
neighborhood  which  may  be  said  to  have  any  political  bearing  at  all.  At  the  pn'sent 
time  we  are  living  very  harmoniously.  The  last  of  these  homicides  was  in  18w,  more 
than  three  years  ago. 
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Qu€9tion,  Hftve  yon  had  no  homicides  in  Colmnbns  for  the  last  three  years  T 

Anstter,  No,  sir;  the  last  vr&s  the  case  of  this  man  who  was  in  the  procession. 

Quesii&n,  How  large  a  town  is  Columbns  f 

Answer,  The  city  proper  has  abont  eight  thousand  population ;  the  suburbs  would 
make  four  or  five'  thousand  more. 

Queation.  The  town  lies  on  the  western  side  of  Georgia,  rather  south  of  the  center  of 
theBtatef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qumtimi,  In  speaking  of  your  section  of  the  State,  so  far  as  your  information  goes, 
what  region  of  country  would  you  speak  oft 

Anstcd'.  East  of  Columbus^  and  south  of  it. 

QMsiion,  How  far  according  to  your  informatioB  does  this  condition  of  quiet  and 
order  extend  across  the  State  i 

Answer,  More  than  half  way  across  the  State. 

Question.  And  down  to  the  southern  line  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  above,  to  a  considerable  distance.  We  are  in  the  midst  of 
what  is  ealled  the  ''  blaek  belt." 

Queiiion,  How  many  counties  would  you  embrace  in  your  statement,  according  to  the 
information  you  have  f 

Answer,  I  should  think  thirty  or  forty  counties. 

Queeiion,  In  that  region  of  country  you  say  there  is  no  such  thing  as  Eu-Elux  organ- 
isations f 

Anstcer.  I  think  not.  I  think  there  are  no  secret  organizations  of  either  party. 
These  Loyal  Leagues  I  consider  as  rather  going  out. 

Question,  You  say  that  in  all  that  region  of  country  of  which  polumbns  is  the  center, 
embracing  thirty  or  forty  counties,  the  law  is  administered  reasonably  well  T 

Answer,  O,  yes. 

Question.  Jud^e  Johnson  is  your  judge  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  kind  of  a  Judge  is  ho  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  republican,  but  is  an  able  lawyer  and  a  good  judge.  We  are  favored 
in  that  respect  in  our  circuit.    A  great  many  of  them  do  not  seem  to  be  able  lawyers. 

(Question.  Do  the  grand  juries  administer  the  law  faithfully  t 

Answer,  O,  yes. 

Question.  Can  your  people  all  vote  as  they  please,  regardless  of  their  party  proclivities  T 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir.  Our  district  is  a  republican  district.  The  member  elected  to 
the  legislature  fi*om  our  district  is  Mr.  Bigbee.  He  was  judge  of  the  circuit ;  he  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  four  or  five  hundred.  One  of  the  counties  in  our  district  is  a 
very  heavy  negro  county ;  it  gives  a  majority  of  between  two  and  three  thousand 
votes.  Owing  to  the  vote  of  that  county  he  was  elected.  The  election  was  quiet 
everywhere. 

Question.  In  that  region  of  country,  men  are  not  taken  out  and  whipped  by  disguised 
persona? 

A$iswer.  O,  never. 

Question.  So  that  you  will  say  for  Western  and  Southern  Geor^a — the  region  round 
MK>ut  Columbus — that  law  and  order  prevail,  and  people  are  safe  in  their  property  and 
lives? 

Answer.  I  would  say  so  with  great  confidence. 

Question.  Can  citizens  freely  espress  their  political  opinions  and  vote  as  they  choose? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Our  town  has  a  pretty  good  school  svstem.  Our  public  school  law  was  not  carried 
into  effect,  for  the  reason  that  the  legislature  needed  the  school  money  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  their  own  expenses,  and  they  took  last  year  for  that  purpose  about  $200,000 
of  the  school  fund.  But  our  town  itself  supplied  to  the  negro  schools  their  share  of 
that  money,  and  has  been  sustaining  them. 

Question.  Out  of  the  private  resources  of  the  towiji  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  After  the  State  money  had  been  misapplied  or  was  exhausted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  when  it  was  exhausted  they  supplied  the  money.  They  have 
about  three  hundred  pupils  in  the  schools.  There  is  a  ^ood  school  system.  They  have 
been  befriended  too  by  Kew  England  people.  There  is  a  school-house  with  the  name 
of  Governor  Clafiin  of  Massachusetts  upon  it ;  and  I  suppose  the  funds  for  the  building 
came  chiefly  from  him  and  his  Mends.  It  is  a  Very  fine  school  indeed.  They  have  for 
teacher  a  graduate  from  Oberlin,  Ohio,  a  black  man,  or  perhaps  a  mulatto ;  I  am  not 
acquainted  with  him. 

Question.  Do  your  people,  without  regard  to  politics,  take  an  interest  in  the  education 
of  those  people  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  without  regard  to  politics;  but  those  who  take  an  interest  in 
education  at  all  take  an  interest  in  the  education  of  the  blacks  as  well  as  the  whites. 
A  great  many,  you  know,  are  indifferent  about  education.    This  man,  Mituhell,  ixoii^ 
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Oberlin,  Ohio,  had  a  conversation  -with  one  of  our  committee  on  the  sulject  of  general 
education  a  few  days  before  I  left;  so  this  gentleman  of  the  committee  told  me. 
Mitchell  said  he  was  very  much  pleased  with  the  place ;  that  it  was  a  fine  school 
and  was  doing  very  well,  but  he  did  not  know  whether  they  would  allpw  him  to  keep 
it,  because  it  seems  the  white  people  want  the  positions  of  teachers  for  themselves. 
The  school-teachers  from,  the  North,  or  those  that  may  be  nicked  up  there,  want  the 
places ;  and  Mitchell  said  he  would  not  be  surprised  if  he  should  lose  his  place.  The 
negroes  have  their  pic-nics  and  their  parties ;  and  thc^  use  for  their  exhibitions  the 
same  halls  that  the  white  people  do.  There  is  no  discrimination,  so  far  as  X  know,  be- 
tween white  and  black. 

Question.  Do  they  have  political  gatherings  T 

Answer.  O,  ves,  sir ;  whenever  they  please ;  they  assemble  in  Temperance  HaM  just 
as  the  white  folks  do,  and  the  police  are  there  to  keep  order. 

Qttestion.  Have  you  experienced  any  trouble  from  the  abuse  of  the  pardoning  power 
by  the  governor  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  so  far  as  our  circuit  is  concerned,  I  do  not  remember  a  single  case 
in  which  I  think  the  executive  has  pardoned  improperly.  I  do  not  remember  any  case. 
He  commuted  the  sentence  in  a  homicide  case — a  capital  case ;  but  there  was  no  poli- 
tics in  that.  We  have  a  great  many  cases  against  negroes  in  our  town ;  they  are 
chiefly  burglaries  and  larcenies— «maU  affairs.  Criminals  of  that  class  fill  our  jails. 
When  they  are  brought  to  trial,  they  are  uniformly  supplied  with  counsel  by  the  court, 
and  are  tritjd  just  like  white  criminals ;  no  differoixce  is  made. 

Question.  Are  the  counsel  assigned  by  the  court  generally  men  of  ability? 

Anstcei'.  They  are  not  the  oldest  counsel ;  tha  younger  counsel  are  generally  assipied; 
but  they  do  justice  to  the  cases,  and  the  punishments  are  not  heavy.  The'  blacks  are 
sworn  as  witnesses,  and  testify  like  white  people. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  : ) 

Question.  When  was  this  case  in  which  you  say  a  colored  man,  who  turned  out  to  be 
a  democrat,  was  shot  f 

Answer.  As  well  as  I  can  remember,  it  was  when  we  ratified  the  nomination  of  Sey- 
mour and  Blair ;  I  do  not  remember  the  month ;  it  took  place  in  ld68. 

Question.  You  mean  in  the  summer  of  1868  ? 

Anstoer.  It  was  a  ratification  procession,  as  well  as  I  remember—a  torch-light  pro- 
cession. 

Question,  You  say  it  was  never  discovered  who  killed  that  man? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  supposition  was  that,  if  he  was  killed  for  any  political  reason  it 
was  done  by  some> republican,  because  he  was  a  democrat? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  was  all  there  was  of  it  T 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  Nobody  knows  whether  he  was  killed  by  a  mere  chance  shot,  or  hojr  it 
happened  ? 

Ansioei'.  People  only  know  that  there  was  firing  from  Jacqnes's  comer ;  they  had  col- 
lected there  to  see  the  procession  go  by ;  and  the  firing  came  from  that  corner,  bttt 
fr-om  whose  hand  nobody  knows. 

Question.  Whether  it  was  a  white  main  or  a  colored  man  nobody  knows? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 
'  Question.  Whether  the  shot  was  fixed  by  a  republican  or  a* democrat,  nobody  knows! 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  do  you  say  Ashbum  was  killed  ?  • 

Anstcer.  As  well  as  I  can  remember,  in  the  spring  preceding  the  case  I  was  Just 
sx)caking  of;  it  may  have  been  in  the  early  summer.. 

Question  The  spring  or  summer  of  1868  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtieeiion.  Ashbum  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  he  was;  but  I  really  forget. 

^>uf8/iow.  Where  was  he  killed? 

Answer.  He  was  kiUed  in  Columbus,  in  the  house  in  which  he  lived, 
r     Question.  Was  not  the  legislature  in  session  at  that  time? 

Ansioer.  I  forget ;  but  I  rather  think  not. 

Question.  Was  his  residence  in  Columbus? 

Answer.  His  wife  lived  in  Macon,  which  is  about  the  center  of  tho  State.  H^  CMno 
over  to  Columbus,  and,  to  speak  freely,  took  up  with  this  ncffro  woman— lived  with  her, 
as  was  generally  understood,  leaving  liis  wife  in  Macon.  lie  had  not  been  a  citizen  of 
Columbus  before  the  war  or  during  the  war. 

Question.  You  say  he  was  a  plantation  overseer  before  the  war.    Where  did  he  live  ? 

Anstcer.  Ho  had  lived  in  Upsou  county  a  part  of  tho  time.  Ho  had  lived  in  Soath* 
western  Georgia,  but  in  what  counties  I  am  not  able  to  toll.  -^ 

Question.  You  say  he  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  hai-d  and  severe  overseer  f 


QE0B6IA.  187 

Anawer,  Tes^sir;  brutal. 

QMeaiion,  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  about  that  till  after  he  was  killed  f 

Answer,  O,  yesy  sir ;  that  was  one  of  the  thiugs  that  exasperated  the  people  against 
liim. 

Question.  Was  he  elected  to  the  legislature  from  Columbus  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  thiuk  so.  I  do  not  think  he  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  at  all; 
but  I  forget  as  to  that. 

Question.  Do  you  say  it  was  an  established  faot  that  he  was  living  in  a  state  of  adult- 
ery with  a  coloretl  womanT      • . 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  it  was  an  established  fact ;  it  was  tho  uniTersal  belief 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  this  examination  before  the  military  commission? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Dm  you  hear  the  evidence  that  was  taken  f 

Awnoer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  All  of  it? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  a  little  volume  which  has  been  published,  containing  all 
the  evidence  that  was  taken  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  Ashbum  took  lod^bgs  at  some  hotel  in  Columbus 
and  was  turned  away ;  that  they  would  not  allow  him  to  sit  at  the  table  with  other 
people  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  in  the  evidence  or  not;  but  I  remember 
aach  a  fact. 

Question,  Did  not  that  appear  in  the  testimony? 

Answer.  I  cannot  undertake  to  tell  what  was  in  that  Yolume  of  testimony ;  but 
I  think  that  that  is  the  fact,  that  they  would  not  let  him  stay  at  some  hotel. 

Question.  Did  it  not  appear  that,  in  consequence  of  his  being  unable  to  remain  at  the 
hotel,  he  took  a  room  in  the  bouse  of  a  oolorod  woman  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  appeared  in  the  book. 

Qvestion.  Did  not  that  appear  upon  the  trial?  Was  it  not  proved  that  that  was  the 
reason  why  he  took  a  room  in  tnis  colored  woman's  house — because  they  would  not 
aUow  him  to  remain  in  the  hotel  ? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  remember.    It  may  have  been  sworn  to  in  the  evidence. 

Question.  You  say  it  has  been  suggested  by  some  people  that  he  was  killed  by  his 
own  political  iriends  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  anything  of  that  sort  appear  upon  the  trial  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  that  I  remember  now,  except  the  disappearance  of  this  man  Moore- 
field,  or  Westfield,  who  had  some  quarrel  with  him. 

Question.  Ashbum  was  killed  in  the  night,  was  he  not? 

Answer.  Yen,  sir ;  about  1  o^clock. 

Question,  Did  it  not  appear  that  a  large  number  of  men,  in  disguise,  went  to  the 
hoafte  where  he  was,  called  him  out,  and  shot  him  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  think,  according  to  the  evidence,  the  number  of  the  party  might 
iukve  been  from  ten  to  iifteen ;  but  ho  was  not  called«out.    Thev  broke  into  his  room. 

Question.  Did  they  not  call  to  him  to  come  out,  and  upon  his  refusal  to  come  out 
break  the  door  open,  and  then  go  in  and  shoot  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  as  to  that.  They  broke  into  his  room.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber about  their  calling  him  out. 

Question.  If  they  broke  into  his  room,  it  can  hardly  be  true  that  they  killed  him  in 
seltHlefense^ 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that ;  nobody  knows  how  he  was  killed.  I  only 
speak  of  what  was  the  opinion  in  the  place. 

Question.  Was  he  not  shot  all  to  pieces  ?    Were  not  a  great  number  of  shots  in  him  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  did  not  fire  more  than  three  or  four  shots ;  one  took  effect  in 
The  forehead,  and,  I  think,  another  in  the  thi^.  There  were  some  shot  in  the  wall — 
one  shot  on  the  opposite  side  fh>m  where  he  probably  wa8-*-which  made  peox>le  suppose 
that  he  had  tired. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  matter  of  the  merest  suspicion  in  the  world  that  there  were 
any  improper  relations  between  him  and  this  coMred:  woman  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  appeared  upon  that  trial  that  his  life  had 
recieatedly  been  threatened  by  men  who  were  politicaliy  opposed  to  him  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  did,  but  I  do  not  remember. 

By  Mr.  Cobukn  : 
Question.  You  sai<l  that  Ashbum  fired  some  shots  ?  r^  l 

Anstoer.  I  said  it  was  supposed  he  did.  Digitized  by  LjOOglC 

Question.  Did  you  not  iu  the  first  part  of  your  evidence  make  the  statement  squarely 
that  he  shot  first  7 
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Answer,  0,  no,  sir :  I  did  not ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that ;  nobody  does.  I 
Baid  it  was  supposed  that  he  fired. 

QuittUm,  What  was  the  eri<leno6  that  he  didt 

Answer,  Well,  thei*e  was  a  shot  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  wall  flrom  where  he  foil. 

Question,  Was  there  any  evidence  to  show  that  he  was  there  when  that  shot  was 
fired  f 

AnHXixr,  There  was  evidence  that  he  drew  a  pistol. 

Questum,  Was  any  spectator  of  the  scene  sworn  as  a  witness  t 

Answer,  I  think  they  fonnd  the  pistol  in  his  hand.       • 

Question,  Was  thero  any  evidence  to  show  that  he  stood  in  that  place  and  shot  from 
that  point  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none ;  only  the  shot  in  the  walL 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Questian.  Were  there  not  two  colored  women  there  in  the  honse,  both  of  whom  were 
witnesses  f 

Answer,  One  colored  woman  and  a  white  woman— a  woman  of  the  town,  named 
Amanda  Patterson. 

Question,  You  say  that  your  practice  as  a  lawyer  is  confined  entirely  to  your  own 
county? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  the  supreme  court. 

Qttestion.  You  say  that,  in  your  vicinity,  you  have  never  heard  of  any  of  these  dis- 
^ised  bands  of  men  going  about  f 

Answer.  Never. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  anything  of  them  in  other  parts  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  1  cannot  say  that  I  have.  Since  this  examination  has  been  going  on,  I  have 
been  reading  the  evidence,  and  it  recalled  to  my  mind  a  case  in  Upper  Georgia,  in  the 
neighborho^  of  Rome,  where  a  man  was  taken  out  of  jail ;  but  I  do  not  remember 
the  facts  sufficiently  to  say  that  I  have  an  opinion  about  them  one  way  or  another. 

Question,  Have  you  not  seen  in  any  of  the  public  newspapers,  within  the  last  year 
or  two,  any  accounts  of  these  disguised  bands  going  about  whip^g  and  occasionally 
killing  people  f 

Answer,  The  only  disguised  people  that  I  can  remember  now  were  those  that  killed 
Ashbum. 

Question,  Have  you  not  seen  in  the  newspapers  any  statements  about  such  things  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  them.  There  was  a  senator  killed  in  Warren  Oounrty 
last  year,  I  think,  but  it  was  not  by  disguised  men. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  t 

Answer,  Adkins,  I  think.  . 

Question,  He  was  shot  by  somebody  as  he  was  traveling  along  the  roadf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  as  he  was  going  honie. 

Question.  Nobody  knew  who  shot  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  Alfred  Richardson,  a  colored  member  of  the  legislature, 
from  Clarke  County,  being  attacked  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  heard  of  it.  Clarke  County  is  a  distant  part  of  the  State 
from  where  I  live. 

Question,  Have  you  taken  any  pains  to  keep  watch  of  the  newspi^>eis  in  rsspaet  ^ 
these  matt'ersf 

Answer.  Not  the  least. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Yon  spoke  of  those  colored  troops  in  the  barracks  firing  indiscriminatelj 
into  the  crowd  passing.    How  long  did  they  continue  that  sort  of  outrage  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  not  oontinned  very  long.  As  I  have  told  you,  I  did  not 
live  in  the  town ;  I  live  about  two  miles  in  the  country. 

QkestioH.  Do  you  suppose  it  was  continued  all  day  f 

Answer.   O,  no,  sir;  1  think  the  oollisioa  took  place  about  2  or  3  o'clock  in.  the 
afternoon.    This  man  ran  up  to  the  barracks  and  raised  the  ne^es,  and  they  very 
soon  cleared  the  street;  nobody  came  along.    This  man  who  was  killed  lived  some  dis- 
tance aS.    He  did  not  know  what  the  firi^  meant,  and  that  was  the  reason  he  cam 
along. 

Question.  Did  the  colored  soldiers  fire  into  the  crowd  passmg  the  bavacks  f 

Answer.  The  report  was  that  they  fired  at  every  white  person  they  saw.  • 

Question.  Was  anybody  hurt  by  the  filing f 

^fim^fr.  Nobody  but  this  one  man,  who  was  killed. 

Question.  Is  it  not  rather  strange  that  these  men  should  have  fixed  indiscriminately 
at  everybody  passing,  and  yet  hurt  only  one  person  t 

Answer.  There  wore  very  few  passing.    The  people  generally  kept  away  from  there. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  they  tried  to  hurt  anybody  t  ^ 
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AmnfiBier,  I  svppose  so,  iiom  tbeir  Bhootinii;  Warner. 

Question.  But  ho  was  the  last  who  went  by  T 

Anwoer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  the  last  or  not.    I  do  not  ksc***  when  the 

firing  terminated  or  when  it  began.    I  suppose  it  continued  an  hour,  or  something 

like  that. 

QuesiUm.  Was  anybody  present  besides  Warner  when  he  was  shot  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  or  not ;  I  suppose  not,  but  I  do  not  know, 

Qu^an.  If  no  one  else  was  there,  then  he  oonld  not  have  been  hurt  when  they  were 

shooting  into  the  crowd  T         •  * 

Anmoer.  There  was  no  crowd  to  shoot  into ;  there  was  no  crowd  there. 
Question.  Did  Warner  do  nothing  to  provoke  them  to  fire  upon  him  T 
Answer.  Nothing  in  the  world.    He  was  'a  very  peaceable  citizen — an  unoffending 

man.  * 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

QtiesU(m.  Have  you  traveled  recently  in  the  thirty  or  forty  counties  to  which  you 
refer  as  having  no  Ku-Klux  in  them  f 

Ansirer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  take  newspapers  from  those  counties  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  take  them  indirectly.  I  take  the  two  newspapers  that  are  published 
in  Columbus ;  and  they  republish  every  matter  of  news. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  take  the  papers  published  in  those  counties  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  are  not  many  papers  published  in  those' counties. 

Question,  Can  you  say  that  yon  have  seen  one  man  from  every  one  of  those  countieiEr 
and  talked  to  him  wiihin  the  last  year? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir,  I  could  not. 

Quiestion.  As  to  the  Loyal  League,  how  extensively  does  that  prevail,  according  to  your 
knowledge  f 

Ansiwr.  My  knowledge  is  verv  limited.  My  opinion  is,  though,  from  the  best  infor- 
mation I  can  gety  that  it  is  confined  chiefly  to  the  large  towns  and  the  counties  which 
hav^e  a  very  heavy  black  population. 

Question.  Do  you  belong  to  the  League  f 

Anmcer.  O,  no,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  or  when  they  meet  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  They  meet  at  night.  I  know  nothing  about  them.  The  supposi- 
tion ia  that  it  is  an  organization  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  votes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  Knowledge  f 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question,  You  said  that  it  was  for  the  pur^se  of  compelling  voters  by  fi)rce,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind,  to  vote  in  a  particular  direction ;  do  you  Know  thatf 

Answer.  Well,  1  meant  to  influence  voters.  I  do  not  think  myself  that  they  ever  use 
physical  force. 

By  the  Chaibmak,  (Mr.  Pqlanp  :) 

Question,  You  said,  I  believe,  that  those  Leagues  serai  to  be  dying  out  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Have  yon  known  of  their  holding  any  meeting  since  the  presidential  cam- 
pa^inid6dt 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  known  it ;  but  they  held  them,  according  to  dnirw^- 
•al  belief,  all  through  that  campaign. 

Question.  Have  any  been  held  since  that  time  t 

Answer.  I  think  they  did  hold  meetings  when  we  were  electing  our  members  of  the 
legfislotnre.  We  have  three  days  fbr  our  elections  in  Georgia ;  and  on  the  first  day  the 
black  vote  came  in  in  a  body,  as  you  may  say ;  the  voters  seemed  to  be  organized, 
and  the  matter  was  sumMMed  to  have  been  arranged  in  the  League  some  nights  before. 

^MOitMii.  When  was  that  t 

Answer.  Some  time  this  year ;  the  members  elected  were  tat  the  coming  legislature. 
I  think  the  election  was  in  March,  or  perhaps  April. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Qisestiom.  Did  not  the  Cokteolros  newspapers  oome  cmt  in  aiq[»roval  of  the  murder  vi 
ABhbnm,  saying  his  death  left  ''one  enemy  lesst^ 
Answer.  Well,  I  declare  I  do  not  know. 
Question.  Did  yon  road  the  papers  at  that  time  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  take  the  Cc^nmbns  papen. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  tiiey  apjproved  of  that  mnider  or  notT 
Anmmr,  I  rather  think  they  oondemned  it  oniversally.    That  is  my  remembraoca. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  July  18, 1871. 
Hon.  WM.  W.  PAINE  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  General  Blair,  as  ibis  witness  has  been  called  at 
your  request,  you  will  please  open  bis  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Quc^iian.  Where  do  you  reside  T 
Ansicei'.  In  Savannah,  Georgia. 
Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  T 
Anstctr.  Since  the  war. 

Que^ion.  What  positions  have  yon  held- in  Georgia,  either  before  or  since  the  wart 
Answei'.  I  have  been  a  senator  in  the  Georgia  legislature. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question.  Before  the  war  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Since  the  war  I  have  been  elected  a  member  of  Congress  from  the 
first  congressional  district  of  Georgia. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Stat-e,  if  yon  please,  the  present  condition  of  your  State,  especially  that  part 
where  you  reside,  with  reference  to  the  security  of  property  and  lire  and  the  execnnou 
of  the  laws. 

Answer.  In  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  in  the  first  congressional  district,  the  laws  are 
well  enforced,  so  ftir  as  I  have  had  opportunity  to  observe.  I  went  into  a  great  many 
counties  during  the  canvass  of  last  year,  and  I  heard  no  complaint  whatever.  I  know 
that  in  the  county  of  Chatham,  in  which  Savannah  is  located,  the  law  is  enforced,  and 
enforced  impartially.  I  know  of  no  instance,  nor  have  I  heard  of  any,  in  the  first  con- 
gressional district,  where  the  law  has  not  been  enforced. 

Question.  Is  there  any  secret  organization  of  disguised  men  for  the  purpose  of  violat- 
ing the  law  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  is  in  the  first  congressional  district.  I  have  taken  sonic 
little  pains  to  inquire  about  that.  After  I  had  been  summoned  here  I  saw  several  per- 
sons from  the  interior.  Thinking  that  this  would  be  one  of  the  questions  I  woultl  be 
dsked,  I  inquired  concerning  the  matter ;  and  the  persons  of  whom  I  inquired  did  not 
believe  there  is  any  secret  organization  in  the  first  congressional  district.  Thepe  may 
be,  but  I  honestly  believe  there  is  not,  in  the  first  congressional  district,  any  sucn 
organization. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  How  many  counties  are  there  in  your  district  ? 
Answer.  Twenty-nine. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  there,  in  your  conffressional  district,  any  difficulty  or  danger  in  the  ex- 
pression of  political  opinions  or  me  exercise  of  politico  and  civil  rights  f 

Anstoer.  I  think  not.  I  think  that  in  the  first  congreseional  di^ict  political  apio- 
ions,  when  not  ofiensivoly  expressed,  may  be  freely  uttered.  I  know  that  I  hiive  h^ird 
men  expressing  their  opinions  freely.  But  a  person  expressing  his  opinions  officioflsJy 
and  offensively  might,  perhaps,  raise  some  difficulty. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  has  been  any  violence  exercised  by  the  nef^roes 
toward  people  of  their  own  color  who  express  a  desire  to  vote  tlie  democratic  tiofaeOf 

Answer.  At  the  first  elections  there  wa^;  but  I  think  that  is  dying  awaj.  Dhe 
Union  Leagne  did  focercise  an  infiuence ;  and  the  negroes  were  generally  a£raid  torbte 
any  other  tnan  what  was  called  the  republican  ticket.  But  I  am  speaking  now  prin- 
cipally of  Savannah,  because  I  have  been  there  on  the  days  of  the  elections.  I  tkilik 
that  this  opposition  which  was  fit  first  manifested  is  dying  away  to  a  great  extent,  and 
that  negroes  can  vote  as  they  please.  They  generally  do  vote  as  tuey  please.  I  do 
not  know  w^hether  you  want  my  opinion  abont  the  negro  as  a  voter. 

Question.  Give  us  your  opinion  about  that. 

Answer.  I  think  that  a  large  portion  of  the  negro  voters  are,  with  a  few  exoeptidns, 
what  we  call  '^  floater^;''  like  the  lower  part  of  the  white  population,  they  are  easil^ 
led  and  controlled.  They  have  no  fixed  principle  to  govern  them  at  all.  If  I  may  so 
express  myself,  their  afiection  is  more  for  the  candidate,  whoever  he  may  be>  Umn  for 
the  party. 

Question.  They  go  rather  upon  personal  considerations  than  upon  general  principles  f 

Answer.  Thoy  go  mainly  upon  personal  considerations.  I  think  uiey  have  a  sort  of 
general  gratitude  toward  the  repul^can  party.  They  are  impressed  with  the  Mca 
that  they  are  indebted  to  that  party  for  having  given  them  their  freedom ;  and  they 
feel  a  kind  of  gratitude  toward  that  party.  But  as  regards  the  masses  of  them,  (there 
are  certainly  exceptions,)  they  will  go  for  any  one  they  like  personally  in  pie£»eoee- 
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-to  one  they  do  not  like.  I  will  give  an  illustration.  Every  one  of  the  negroes  of  our 
family,  except  one,  voted  for  mo  as  a  candidate  for  Congreae,  and  they  were  scattered 
over  different  counties  in  the  first  congressional  district.  That  one  who  vot«d  other- 
"Wise  told  me  that  ho  would  have  voted  for  me  hut  for  his  connection  with  the  repul>- 
lican  party ;  that  ho  was  considered  one  of  tile  leaders  of  the  party,  and  could  not  vott 
for  me.  I  did  not  say  a  single  word  to  them  in  the  way  of  persuading  or  asking  them 
to  rote  for  mo.  I  never  asked  a  living  man  to  vote  for  me.  I  have  seen  the  negroes 
voto  in  the  same  way  for  others — upon  personal  considerations,  from  personal  friend- 
ship. 

Queftion,  Yon  have  not  had  in  your  part  of  the  State  any  outrages  hy  what  are  known 
as  secret  disguised  organizations  of  men  t 

Answer.  None  that  1  know  of;  certainly  none  recently.    There  have  been  some  out- 

39  committed ;  but  I  think  they  arose  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment — from  some 
en  occasion  and  not  from  any  preconcerted  organization. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Quation,  I  observe  that  in  your  answers  about  bodies  of  disguised  men  yen  confine 
your  statements  to  your  own  congressional  district  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  personally  outside  of  that  district. 

Question,  Have  there  been  newspaper  and  other  rumors  aboyt  bands  of  disguised 
men  in  other  parts  of  the  State  doing  injury  to  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  read  in  the  papers  about  those  disguised  men. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  m  some  portions  of  the  3tate  there  have  been  • 
these  organizations  f    How  far  the  organizations  extended  you  of  course  do  not  know ; 
hut  have  there  not  apparently  been  such  organizations  of  men  in  different  parts  of  the 
Stater 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  have  been  organizations.  I  have  heard  of 
bodies  of  men,  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty,  going  to  persons'  houses  and  interrupting  them, 
and  sometimes,  perhaps,  punishing  them ;  out  my  opinion  is  that  they  are  not  organ- 
izations. 

Question,  Do  not  such  proceedings  show  an  organization  to  some  extent  f 

Answer,  They  may  be  organized ;  but  I  do  not  tiiink  they  are  permanent  organiza- 
tions ;  they  may  be,  however. 

Question.  Do  you  not  understand  that  they  wear  a  disguise,  which  is  a  kind  of  uni- 
lorm  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  not  understand  that  they  wear  some  kind  of  prepared  disguise ;  not 
merely  a  disguise  made  by  the  derangement  of  their  ordinary  apparel  T 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Do  they  not  wear  caps  and  gowns  f 

Answer.  Well,  their  faces  may  be  disguised. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  they  wear  a  peculiar  gown  or  robe  and  high  hat, 
and  make,  altogether,  a  sort  of  unearthly  figure  f 

Answer.  HOf  1  never  have  heard  about  their  presenting  themselves  in  that  form. 
There  may  be  rumors  of  such  things,  but  there  is  nothing  that  would  make  mo,  as  a 
sensible  man,  believe  such  a  thing.  I  never  have  heard  it  in  such  a  connection  as  to 
aiake  me  believe  it. 

Qmeslhn.  Have  you  understood,  from  your  information,  that  there  was  nothing  moro 
of  this  disguise  than  merely  putting  something  before  their  faces,  so  that  they  could 
n.»t  1^  aeenf    Has  there  not  been  something  in  the  nature  of  uniform  f 

Ajnmoer.  I  never  heard  that  there  was.  * 

QuesHom,  You  have  heard  that  they  went  disgpusedt 

Answer,  Yes,  I  have  heard  that.  I  have  seen  it  in  the  papers,  and  have  heard  others 
say  ao. 

Qumtion.  From  the  informaiion  you  have  obtained,  is  it  your  idea  that  they  merely 
•put  on  something  to  conceal  their  faces  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  the  Ku-Klux  organization  may  be  in  the  upper  part  of 
Georgia,  but  I  do  not  think  it  exists  in  the  first  congressional  district. 

QuesHon.  Yon  have  never  heard  of  it  there  f 

Answer.  Only  in  one  county,  or  x>erhaps  two  counties,  and  then  so  vaguely  that  I  do 
not  think  the  report  is  entitled  to  any  credence  at  all.  There  was  a  case  reported  from 
Washington  County — not  in  my  district.  There  may  have  been  two  counties  in  which 
tiKse  Ku-Klnx  were  said  to  exist.  But  my  idea  of  these  organizations  is  this :  When 
gin-houses  are  burned,  or  when  a  man  loses  a  horse,  when  these  things  happen  in  a 
ne^hborhood  frequently,  and  it  is  thought  that  certain  persons  in  the  vicinity  are  the 
gaiJtty  parties,  some  men  gather  together  to  punish  the  supposed  offenders  in  some  way 
orMher.  It  Ib  in  pursuance  of  the  old  plan,  which  has  been  followed  for  years  back,  of 
enforcing  ortler  by  what  they  call  "  regulators"  or  "  lynch-law." 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  in  any  part  of  Georgia,  if  horses  are  stolen  and  other 
effnaes  committed,  there  is  any  difficulty  in  prosecuting  and  punishing  the  offenders  b^ 
tegular  legal  process  f 
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Avawer.  There  is  no  difficulty,  of  course,  where  the  offenders  are  known  and  legal 
proof  can  be  obtained ;  bat  sometimes  a  commnnity  mt^  be  satisfied  that  a  person  is 
guilty  of  on  offense  when  there  is  no  positive  legal  prooC 

QueatUm,  And  therefore  it  is  safer  to  pnnish  him  without  jwoof  f 

Amwer,  I  do  not  know  abont  its  being  tafer. 

Quesium,  That  must  be  the  idea.  ^ 

Anaicer.  Well,  those  things  are  done  for  th6  purpose  of  having  such  depredatloaw 
stopped.  I  will  mention  a  fittle  ciroomstanoe  that  happened  lou^  before  the  war.  Id 
the  town  in  which  I  lived — ^not  the  city  of  Savannah,  but  an  interior  town— a  stranger 
coming  there  on  a  visit  lost  several  hundred  dollars.  Everybody  in  town  knew  or 
thoug;ht  he  knew  who  took  that  money.  Everybody  believed  to  a  certainty  that  tbe 
thiefwas  a  triflbig  man  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood.  That  night  the  young  men  of 
the  village  (I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  myself)  took  this  man  out,  whipped  him,  and 
made  him  confess  where  that  money  was ;  they  went  and  got  the  money  and  returned 
it  to  the  man  from  whom  it  had  been  stolen.  Now,  this  man  could  not  have  been  con- 
victed by  strictly  legal  evidence.  It  was  only  known  that  this  stranger  had  gone  to 
his  house,  and  the  character  of  the  man  was  so  well  understood  that  every  one  was 
satisfied  that  if  the  money  was  stolen  this  man  must  have  got  it.  Now,  cases  like 
that  might  happen  at  the  present  time ;  and  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Ku-Klux,  if  there  is  such  an  organized  body.  Those  young  men  took  this  thing  in  baad 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  I  have  thougnt  that  a  great  many  of  these  reported  out- 
rages  originated  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Qii«9(tofi.  Were  those  young  men,  who  recoyered  the  money  for  the  stnngptf  dis- 
guised f 

Anatoer.  O,  no,  sir.  Some  of  them  may  have  been  disguised;  but  the  man  knew  who 
they  were. 

By  the* Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  In  reference  to  the  voting  of  the  colored  people,  you  say  that  theygMMraUy 
feel  that  they  owe  an  obligation  to  the  republican  party  f 

Anatver.  Thoro  is  that  general  feeling  among  them  ;  but,  notwithstanding  that,  tbey 
will  vote  for  the  person  whom  they  like  the  best ;  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  world  about 
that. 

Question.  They  have  not  education  and  experience  enough  in  public  affairs,  I  aappoee, 
to  reason  much  about  politics  f 

Answer.  They  know  but  very  little  about  politics. 

Question.  But  they  do  all  know  and  feel  thai  they  owe  their  freedom  to  the  republi- 
can party  t 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question,  They  feel  thatt 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  there  are  numbers  of  negroes  in  Savannah,  and  also  in  the  inte- 
rior, who  attach  themselves  to  the  democratic  party,  who  openly  and  above-boaid  say 
they  are  democrats,  and  on  the  day  of  the  election  are  as  active  as  any  men  yoa.  eyer 
saw  in  getting  democratic  votes. 

Question.  Is  that  generally  because  olT  their  attachment  to  some  democrat,  or  is  it  on 
account,  of  any  political  inibrmation  which  they  have  f 

Answer,  You  may  say  that  it  arises  in  part  from  their  opposition  to  certain  classes  oa 
the  other  side ;  besides  that,  some  of  them  like  to  go  with  those  they  call  their  **  cM 
masters. "  * 

Question.  That  is,  they  are  so  situated  that  other  reasons  overcome  this  general  fed- 
ing  of  obligation  and  gratitude  to  the  republican  party  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  even  that  is  dviug  out. 

Qmsiion.  They  are  forgetting  their  obligation  to  that  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  any  colored  man  to  use  any  violence,  by  word  or  act, 
toward  a  white  man  because  that  white  man  voted  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Question.  Their  operations  seem  to  be  confined  to  their  own  race  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  their  own  race. 

Question.  Do  the  colored  men  electioneer  with  the  white  men  and  endeayor  to  per- 
suade them  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer,  There  may  be  isolated  cases,  but  it  is  not  done  at  all  as  a  general  thing. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  any  case  where  colored  men  have  made  any  effiirt 
to  influence  a  whito  man's  vote  by  any  means  f 

Answer,  Not  personally.  (^  o  o  a  1 P 

Question.  Any  operations  of  theirs  with  reference  to  influ^i^^fl^  Vdfea^Joe'^oonfined 
'^o  men  of  their  own  color  f  / 
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Aimoer.  Te8,  sir ;  and  th»t  is  dying  away. 

Que$Uon.  Do  you  know  bow  mnob  public  debt  was  incuxEed  by  tb«  State  of  Georgia 
for  war  purposes  in  aid  of  tbe  rebelbon  f 

Awwer.  I  reidly  do  not  know.    I  was  not  in  public  life  at  that  time. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  an  approximation  f 

Answer.  No;  I  do  not  know  tpat  I  can  give  even  a  guess.  I  have  no  doubt  tbe 
amount  was  very  beavy. 

Quesiian,  It  was  all  required  by  tbe  constitutional  amendment  to  be  set  aside. 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  and  also  by  tbe  constitution  of  tbe  State  of  Georgia.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  seen  tbe  amount  stated }  if  I  have,  I  have  forgotten. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  20, 1871. 
JOHK  C.  NOBRIS  sworn  and  examined. 
By  tbe  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qu68lion,  Where  do  you  live  f 

Answer.  At  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

^estion.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t 

Answer,  I  have  been  staying  there  since  the  12th  of  March,  1869. 

Question,  Where  did  you  live  before  that  time  t 

Answer^  At  Wsynrenton,  Georgia. 

Question,  In  what  county  t 

Answer,  In  the  county  of  Warren. 

Question,  How  long  had  you  lived  in  Warrentont 

Answer,  About  eighteen  years. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  Georgia  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  raised  in  that  county. 

Question,  You  have  always  lived  in  Georgia  i 

Ansu^er,  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question,  What  was  your  business  before  the  war  ? 

Answer,  Manufacturing  boots  and  8h<9to. 

QueatUm,  And  you  carried  on  that  business  in  Warrentont 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  carry  on  a  business  of  considerable  extent  ? 

Answer.  Well,  right  smart. 

Question,  What  were  you  doin^  during  the  war  t 

Answer,  I  did  a  great  many  thmgs  during  the  war.  I  manufactured,  though,  during 
the  war. 

Question,  You  carried  on  the  same  business  f 

Answer,  I  carried  on  the  same  business  during  the  war. 

Question,  Were  vou  conected  with  the  army  on  either  side  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.^  I  manufactured  and  so  on,  and  kept  out  of  the  war ;  at  least  I  was 
not  in  the  field  service  at  all,  except  at  one  time  when  they  crowded  me.  I  went  to 
Augusta  and  got  into  taking  a  position  in  a  shoe  fJEictory  in  Augusta  for  only  a  short 
time. 

Question.  That  was  government  work  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    During  the  time  I  was  there  I  was  ordered  out  to  Savannah. 

Question,  But  you  did  no  military  service  during  the  warf 

Answ&\  NcL  sir.  I  was  going  to  tell  you  that  I  was  ordered  to  Savannah  as  one  of 
the  local  troops  from  Augusta  at  the  time  General  Sherman  was  coming  to  Savannah. 
Bat  I  left  there  in  a  few  days,  and  never  bad  any  fighting. 

Question.  After  the  war  was  over,  did  you  go  on  with  yobr  business  of  manufacturing  T 

Answer.  I  started  it,  but  did  not  carry  it  on  but  a  very  little  while.  Having  been 
during  the  war  opposed  to  secession,  and  opposed  to  the  war,  I  found  I  could  not  cany 
on  my  business. 

Question,  Did  your  course  during  the  war  render  you  unpopular  and  unacceptable  to 
the  people  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  "  obnoxious,"  they  call  it. 

Question,  What  were  your  political  antecedents?  What  party  did  you  belong  to 
befcte  the  war  t 

Answer.  1  was  a  whig,  before  the  war. 

Question.  After  the  war  was  over,  and  when  eflbrts  began  to  be  made  in  regard  to 
reconstruction,  what  i)olitical  side  did  you  take  ? 

Answer.  I  then  took  the  republican  side.    I  was  in  favor  of  recoiistrucfeiAU.  , 

Question,  Were  you  elected  to  some  ofiQoe  in  your  comity  f        gitized  bv  vjOO^I^ 

Answer,  At  the  first  election  we  had  after  the  war  I  was  elected  ^eriff  of  my  county. 

13  G 
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QuesHon,  When  was  tbatf 

Answer.  Aboat  April,  186§,  I  believe. 

Question.  How  long  did  yon  hold  the  office  ef  eSieriff  f  » 

Answer.  I  held  the  office  np  to  the  X2th  of  March;  18(S9. 

Question.  Nearly  a  year  t 

Ansv:er,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  historjr  of  affairs  in  that  commnnity  daring  the  pecftod 
of  time  that  yon  held  the  office  of  sheriff.  State  how  yon  were  treated  in  the  discharge 
of  yonr  official  duties  and  the  varions  transactions  that  took  place  there  dnringthtt 
time. 

Answer.  When  I  was  elected  sheriff  and  my  commission  was  sent  to  me,  I  went  to 
some  parties  who,  as  I  thought,  looked  at  things  the  same  as  myself— parties  who  had 
rather  agreed  if  I  was  elected  to  stand  on  my  M)nd;  I  proposed  to  them  to  goon  my 
bond.  ' 

QfMieliim.  Your  official  bond  as  sheriff  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  To  my  astonishment,  they  stated  to  me  that  if  I  would  oeme  out 
in  a  letter  denouncing  the  administration  and  agree  to  go  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  tbey 
would  stand  on  my  lM>nd,  otherwise  they  could  not.  Axid  the  little  paper  in  mv  town 
gave  notice  tbat  any  man  who  stood  on  my  bond  would  be  denounced  as  a  radical  in 
every  way.  To  call  a  man  a  radical  down  there  in  those  times  was  worse  than  to  call 
him  a  horse-thief.    I  told  them  I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  do  what  they  suggested. 

Question.  Was  there  any  objection  to  their  becoming  sureties  on  your  bond  .in  oon- 
sequence  of  your  irresponsibility  or  want  of  character,  or  anything  of  that  sort  f 

Answer.  Nothing  that  I  knew  of,  only  the  name  of  radical  injured  my  character  a 
good  deal.  A  man  who  is  called  a  radical  down  th^^  is  not  considered  as  having  any 
character  at  all. 

Question.  That  was  the  evil  which  they  found  in  yon  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  always  stood  very  well,  as  I  thought,  in  my  county ;  had  been 
trusted  in  everything  in  which  a  man  could  be  trusted. 

Question.  You  succeeded  in  getting  sureties  on  youi;  bond  t 

Answer.  I  succeeded  in  getting  Senator  Adkins,  a  veiy  wealthy  man  there,  to  stand  on 
my  bond. 

Question.  The  same  man  who  was  afterward  murdered  f 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  man  who  was  murdered  afterward.  He  had  told  me  at 
the  start  that  if  I  failed  in  getting  sureties  oifmy  bond,  he  would  stand  foi  mei 

Question.  Did  he  live  in  your  eovnty  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  raised  in  that  county. 

Question.  In  the  town  of  Warrenton  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  he  lived  about  nine  miles  from  the  town. 

Question,  Go  on  with  vonr  narration. 

Answer.  I  succeeded  in  getting  Mr.  Adkins  as  surety  on  my  bond.  At  the  first  court 
that  we  had  afterward,  GeneralToombs  and  Mr.  Pottle,  a  lawyer  in  my  town  who  has 
always  opposed  me,  attacked  the  securities  on  my  bond  as  not  being  responsible  for  a 
great  amount  of  money  that  was  then  in  the  handp  of  the  old  shenff— some  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  or  more,  I  b^eve  they  stated.  . 

Question.  What  had  you  to  do  with  tiiat  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  tA  aU.    They  failed  to  set  my  bond  aside  before  the  court ;  and  I 
then  went  on  and  acted  Jis  sheriff  for  nearly  a  yeai>— up  to  the  12th  of  March,  1869 — the  ^ 
time  of  the  tragedy  between  Darden  and  Wallace.    During  that  time  and  previous  to  ' 
that  time,  I  was  threatened  a  great  deal  by  this  organisatien  they  called  KchKlnx  in 
that  county — ^the  K.  K.  Ks. 

Question.  Was  that  organization  in  existence  in  your  county  before  you  woo  elected 
sheriff! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  it  first  appear  f 

Answer,  The  first  notice  I  had  of  it  was  previous  to  the  constitutional  convention. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  I  am  not  positive ;  I  am  rather  deficient  as  to  dates ;  but  my  recollection  is 
that  it  was  in  1866. 

Question.  It  appeared  in  your  part  of  the  country  as  early  as  that  election  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  recollect  the  thing  that  first  called  my  attention  so  dosdv 
to.it  was  that  after  the  election  took  place,  Colonel  Bryant,  who  now  edits  the  Goorgia 
Stopnblican,  iu  Augusta,  wrote  me  a  letter  asking  me  to  give  him  a  report  aa  to  we 
elecdon,  and  so  on.  I  wrote  to  him  giving  him  what  I  saw  duriug  the  election.  I  gave 
himtheifacts  that  took  place,  and  asked  nim  not  to  make  the  focts  known,  saying  that 
1  %waa satisfied  there  was  some  organization  there,  and  it  might  prove  fatid  to  me  income 
way.  Some  time  after  that  I  saw  the  whole  statement  published  in  pamphlet  farm.  A 
gentleman  came  to  mo  and  handed  it  to  me. 

Question.  You  are  satisfied  that  there  was  an  orgsmization  in  existence  as  far  back  as 
the^ectiuutotidelegates  to  the  constitutional  convention  t  ^ 
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Aniwer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Did  it  operate  on  that  election  ? 

Answer,  It  did  operate  on  that  election. 

Qitniwn,  Howf 

AnBmtr,  They  threatened  those  who  voted. 

QucBtum*  Did  the  organization  appear  in  the  form  it  has  taken  more  recently  f  Were 
tlieve  bands  of  disguised  men  going  about  at  that  timef 

Amtvstr,  Tes,  sir ;  they  just  commenced  then.  The  first  that  tamed  out,  they  called 
them,  I  believe,  the  dead  men  that  had  come  firom  the  battle  of  Manassas. 

Question,  Did  they  wear  a  sort  of  ghostly  disguise  f 

AiutKer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  disguised ;  and  some  of  them,  I  suppose,  appeared  ten 
£aettaU. 

Quevitcm.  On  \diich  political  side  was  that  organization  f 

Anewer,  On  the  democratic  side.  I  never  knew  any  republican  to  be  connected  with 
it  in  any  way. 

Qmeetion,  How  did  they  operate  f  What  did  they  do  f 

Amwer.  They  seemed  to  have  places  to  meet ;  they  would  meet  and  go  out  in  squads 
of  fbrW  or  fiflnr->may  be  a  hundi^.  They  were  dressed  In  wliite  at  that  time,  and  they 
dressed  their  horses  in  white.  They  would  ride  over  the  country.  At  first  they  would 
ffo  to  the  houses  of  the  most  influential  negroes  and  take  them  out  and  pretend  that 
ttu&y  were  going  to  whip  them,  or  kill  them,  or  do  something  else  to  them ;  and  they 
would  frighten  the  negroes  nearly  to  death.  They  would  then  turn  them  loose.  This 
is  what  they  told  me ;  I  never  saw  it. 

Qneaiion,  In  those  days  did  these  men  go  to  the  extent  of  committing  violence ;  did 
theg-  do  anv  killing  in  those  days  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  At  the  start  they  did  not  kill  any  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  any  t 

Ansuser.  No,  sir. 

Qwetikm,  They  merely  frightened  people  f 

Anewer.  They  merely  fri^tened  them.  The  latter  part  of  1867  they  commenced  to 
whip  and  kill.    That  was,  I  suppose,  to  try  to  control  the  election. 

Qnetftiai^  Did  they  operate  in  the  election  when  you  were  elected  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Queetwn,  What  was  their  manner  of  operating  then  f 

Answer,  It  was  to  whip  j^rincipally ;  and  they  killed  a  good  many  too.  I  believe 
that  on  Saturday  night  previous  to  the  election  they 'turned  out  to  the  number  of  two 
or  three  hundred,  and  whiiq^  a  good  many  of  the  negroes. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question,  How  many  did  they  whip  f 

Anewer,  I  do  not  know  the  number ;  a  good  many  nesroes  came  to  me  and  told  me  of 
the  matter.    I  suppose  some  dozen  or  more  must  have  oeen  whipped. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question,  In  what  year  was  that  f 

Answer,  In  1868. 1  believe.  That  was  the  election  in  which  I  was  elected  shenff;  I 
think  it  was  April,  1868. 

^y  the  CuAiBMAN,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

(luestion.  And  there  were  some  killed  f 
•    Amswer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  few  were  killed. 

Question,  And  a  great  many  whipped  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  they  told  me,  and  it  was  never  disputed. 

Question,  After  you  entered  upon  your  duties  as  sheriff  now  did  you  get  on  f 

Answer,  After  I  had  given  my  bond  I  was  notified  by  parties  whohad heen  my  friends 
previous  to  the  war,  and  I  thought  during  the  war,  to  some  extent^  that  I  had  better 
resign  my  ofiBce ;  that  there  was  an  orgaa&ation  there  that  did  not  lateiKl  any  radical 
or  **  carpet-baf^ger,"  or  anything  of  that  sort,  should  hold  office  among  them ;  that  I 
had  better  resign  my  office,  or  I  might  be  killed. 

Question.  Who  gave  you  that  notice  f 

Amswer,  The  man  who  came  to  me  more  than  once  was  Judge  Boberts.  He  talked 
to  me  about  it  more  than  any  one  else. 

QuesHon.  Did  he  live  in  that  town  f 

Answer,  Yes,^. 

Q^estum,  Was  he  a  prominent  man  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  been  a  prominent  man. 

^(9tio}t.  Was  he  a  democrat  f  vjLii 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  he  would  not  have  been,  I  think;  had  it^noT  wben  ^r  i 
sure.    I  think  he  would  have  been  a  conservative  man* 
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Question.  He  said  this  to  you  in  a  spirit  of  friendliness f 

Answer,  Ye&,  sir ;  as  friendly  advice. 

Question,  As  honest  information  of  the  trouble  you  might  meet  withf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  notice  from  this  band  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  never  gave  me  any  notice  at  all.  Upon  the  information  given 
me  by  Roberts  and  others,  believing  it  to  oe  true,  I  notified  General  Meade  at  Atlanta 
of  the  facts,  stating  that  I  was  satisfied  of  the  existence  of  this  organization,  and  ask- 
ing him  if  he  would  not  send  a  few  troops  down  there ;  that  I  was  fearful  I  would  lose 
my  life,  or  have  to  leave  the  county  and  give  up  my  ofiSce.  He  sent  one  of  his  staff 
officers  down  there,  who  had  an  interview  with  me  and  with  this  Dr.  Darden,  who  was 
afterward  taken  out  of  jail  and  killed.  I  told  this  officer  what  I  knew  Qhont  this 
organization  and  their  operations;  but  he  went  back  to  Atlanta,  and  no  troops  were 
sent.    Shortly  after  that  I  was  waylaid  and  shot. 

Question.  About  what  time  was  thatf 

Answer.  As  well  as  I  can  recollect,  it  was  in  October,  1868. 

Question.  State  the  particulars. 

Answer.  1  had  been  out  until  between  10  and  11  o^dock  at  night,  and  was  returning 
home. 

Question.  Had  you  been  out  of  town  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  had  been  out  in  town  on  some  business  connected  with  the  office. 
I  had  been  trying  to  arrest  a  man  whom  I  had  a  warrant  for.  I  had  ^ne  by  my  office, 
and  when  I  went  by  I  met  there  Dr.  Darden,  who  was  a  friend  of  mine.  We  went  in 
the  office  and  talked  a  while.  He  and  I  started  home,  he  going  one  street  and  I  the 
other.  Before  I  got  to  my  house,  when  I  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from 
it,  there  was  a  party  waiting  for  me  on  the  side  of  the  street  over  the  fence  as  I  walked 
up ;  and  when  I  was,  I  suppose,  within  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  of  them,  they  rose  up  and 
shot  me  from  over  the  fence,  or  rather  two  frt)m  over  the  fence  and  one  through  the 
fence.    They  wounded  me  severely  in  &ve  places. 

Question.  Whereabouts  in  your  person  t 

Answer.  They  shot  me  through  fM>th  legs,  or  both  hips,  and  in  my  side ;'  my  left  arm 
was  snot  all  to  pieces. 

Question.  With  what  were  their  fire-arms  loaded  T 

Answer.  They  were  loaded,  as  I  thought,  with  buck-shot,  duck-shot,  and  squirrel- 
shot  ;  they  were  mixed. 

Question.  Large  and  small  shot? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  now  in  your  person  a  large  number  of  those  shot  T  , 

Answer.  From  tne  calculation  which  I  have  made,  and  from  what  the  physician  who 
attended  me  during  my  illness  could  count,  and  from  what  was  cut  out  of  me,  I  have 
about  four  ounces  remaining  in  my  body  now. 

Question.  Did  the  doctor  cut  out  a  good  many  shot  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  men  who  fired  upon  you  t 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  them  just  as  they  shot  me.  As  they  rose  up  one  of  tham 
struck  his  gun  against  the  fence,  and  it  attracted  my  ttttention ;  I  stopped,  and  was 
standing  still  when  they  shot  me. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  t 

Answer.  They  had  about  a  yard  of  black  cambric  tied  over  their  faces  in  thia  way* 
[Illustrating.]  ^' 

Question.  In  a  sort  of  bonnet  fashion  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  When  they  shot  me  ihey  ran,  and  one  of  them  fell;  and  as  hs did 
so,  ho  either  pulled  or  knocked  off  this  yard  of  cambric  which  I  have  now.  I  have 
also  a  very  fine  pistol  which  one  of  them  dropped. 

Question.  They  fired  at  you  with  guns  ? 

Ansicer.  With  double-barreled  guns ;  they  did  not  use  pistols. 

Question.  But  one  of  them  dropped  a  pistol  and  this  mask  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  could  see  their  faces ;  I  was  standing  so  near  to  them  and  look- 
ing right  at  them  when  they  fired.  It  was  starlight.  I  could  see  the  G^ape  of  them, 
an<l  could  have  told  who  they  all  were  if  they  had  had  nothing  on  them. 

Question.  Did  you  think  you  knew  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  being  so  close  to  them,  and  looking  right  straight  at  them  when 
they  fired  at  mo,  the  blaze  of  the  gun  showed  me  their  faces,  and  I  recognized  two  of 
thera. 

Question.  The  disguise  did  not  really  cover  the  face  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  did  not  really  cover  their  faces. 

Question.  You  think  you  knew  who  these  men  were  t  r~^  \ 

Answa-.  I  would  swe^  positively  to  two  of  the  men.      Digitized  by  GoOQlC 

Question.  Who  were  they  t  ^         ^  o 

Anstoer.  James  T.  or  James  M.  Cody,  and  Ed.  S.  Cody. 
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Question.  Were  they  brothers  ? 

-4««c«r.  Yes,  sir. 

QnesUofu  Living inyour town t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    The  other  was  E.  E.  Cody.  v^ 

Questum,  Who  are  these  Codys  f 

Answer,  They  are  young  men  who  have  bewi  raised  there.  Their  parents  were  very 
wealthy  before  the  war :  they  were  all  in  good  cirenmstances ;  they  are  poor  now. 

Question,  Had  you  had  anv  personal  quarrel  or  difficulty  with  these  men  t 

Answer,  I  had  with  one  of  them  at  one  time,  directly  Mter  the  war. 

QuesUon.  Was  it  about  politics  or  some  matter  of  business  ? 

Answer,  About  a  matter  of  business. 

Question,  Was  there  so  serious  a  quarrel  that  you  suppose  you  were  shot  in  conse- 
quence of  that  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so  at  all.  I  think  it  was  done  by  a  regular  order  of 
this  Klan. 

QuasUon,  You  think  it  was  for  the  sin  of  being  a  radical  and  a  radical  office-holder  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was  for  no  other  cause ;  at  least,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
that,  I  am  confident  I  should  never  have  been  shot. 

Q^iesUon,  After  shooting  you,  they  ran  ofif  and  you  went  homef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Dr.  Darden  and  my  wife  met  me  and  Assisted  in  getting  mo  home. 

Oifesfum.  You  were  confined  to  the  house  for  some  time  ? 

Answer,  I  was  laid  up  about  three  months. 

Question,  During  the  time  you  were  confined  to  your  house,  did  anything  particular 
occur  which  you  wish  to  state  t 

Answer,  Nothing,  only  I  accused  these  men  right  away  the  same  night.  As  soon  as 
my  wife  ancUDr.  Darden  came  to  me,  my  wife  asked  me  if  I  was  hurt  much,  and  I  told 
her  I  thought  I  was  mortally  wounded.  She  asked  me  at  the  same  time  if  I  knew  who 
did  it.  I  told  her  I  knew  two  of  the  men,  and  I  would  tell  her  as  soon  as  I  ^ot  to  the 
house.  We  then  went  on  to  the  house,  and  When  I  got  there  I  told  her  these  uiree  men 
were  the  parties  who  shot  me.  A  lawyer  came  the  same  night  to  see  one  at  my  house. 
He  was  a  friend  of  mine.  I  also  told  him  about  these  parties,  and  asked  him  to  write 
out  a  warrant  for  their  arrest  immediately,  (I  did  not  think  I  would  live  till  morning,) 
and  to  send  for  a  magistrate  that  I  might  make  oath  to  these  praties.  He  did  not  do 
it  J  he  said  it  would  not  be  safe.  He  said  he  could  not  do  it ;  and  he  advised  me  not  to 
do  it,  saying  that  probably  I  would  be  better  by  morning.  The  next  morning  the 
physicians,  Dr.  Darden  and  my  family  physician,  came  back  to  see  me.  They  advised 
me  to  resign  my  office  right  straight,  saying  that  if  I  did  not  these  men  would  kill  me 
sure ;  that  they  were  then  talking  of  coming  to  my  house,  taking  me  out,  and  killing 
me.    I  told  them  that  I  would  not  resign ;  and  I  did  not. 

Question.  Were  any  proceedings  instituted  against  these  men  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  at  all. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  confined  for  some  three  months  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
^   Question,  That  took  it  into  January  f 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir;  that  took  it  to  the  1st  of  March.  I  then  went  to  Augusta,  the 
week  before  the  difficulty  between  Wallace  and  Darden.  I  came  up  from  Augusta  the 
night  before  the  killing  of  Wallace. 

Question.  That  was  about  the  1st  of  March,  1869  f 

Answer.  It  was  on  the  11th  of  March.    I  was  not  in  town  on  the  momine  Wallace 
was  killed.    I  had  gone  into  the  country  to  arrest  some  parties.    When  I  returned 
about  12  o'clock,  I  was  informed  that  Dr.  Darden  had  killed  Wallace. 
.  Qii€9<i(m.  Who  was  Wallace  f 

Answer,  He  was  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  and  was  captain  of  the  Ku-Elux  organi- 
zation— was  recognized  as  such ;  they  did  qot  undertake  to  deny  it  at  all. 

Question,  Living  in  your  town  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Dr.  Darden  lived  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  practicing  physician  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  practicing  physician     He  had  been  raised  there.    He  was  ' 
a  man  about  forty  years  old. 

Question,  Was  Dr.  Darden  a  republican  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir:  at  least  he  was  in  favor  of  reconstruction  and  everything  of  that 
sort,  the  same  as  I  was. 

Question.  You  and  he  acted  together  politically  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Go  on  and  state  the  circumstances  in  reference  to  the  affair  between  Darden 
and  Wallace. 

Answer,  When  I  got  home,  about  12  o'clock,  I  was  informed  of  the  killing  of  Wallace ; 
and  I  saw  a  large  crowd  assembling  at  Martin's  grocery ;  that  was  a  place  where  these 
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parties  cenerally  did  ihevc  drinking  and  where  they  met  pretty  offcto.  I  saw  this  crow^d 
assembling  there.  That  was  in  front  of  Dr.  Darden's  office— on  the  other  side  of  the 
street.  Some  of  them  had  donble-harreled  guns  and  some  pistols.  They  seemed  to 
be  drinking  a  good  deal  and  swearing  that  they  would  revenge  the  death  of  Wallace. 

Question.  Was  there  a  large  crowd  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  sapx>ose  there  were  fifty  persons. 

QwsHon.  They  ^ero  i)ersons  who  lived  In  yonr  town  T 

Anstcer,  Some  lived  in  the  conntry  and  some  in  town. 

QuestUm.  The^  resided  in  yonr  town  and  abont  there  T 

An9iccr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  them  pretty  much  all.  I  then  went  to  Dr.  Hubert,  the  ordi- 
nary of  the  county — ^a  man  who  was  elected  on  the  same  ticket  with  myself,  a  man  who 
wa3  a  mason  and  a  gentleman.  I  also  went  t^  Mr.  Qibson,  a  young  lawyer  there,  and 
Mr.  Jones,  another  lawyer,  and  Mr.  Wilder,  clerk  of  the  superior  court — all  masons.  I 
asked  them  as  good  citizens  to  go  to  Mr.  Fottle,  who  was  a  lawyer  there,  and  also  a 
mason 

Question.  Go  back  and  state  what  the  quarrel  was  between  Wallace  and  Dr.  Darden — 
how  the  doctor  came  to  kill  WaUace. 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  that  knowingly. 

Questiim.  State  what  your  information  is  ? 

Answer.  This  that  I  was  going  to  state  occurred  under  my  own  observation :  but  I 
can  Htato  the  other  as  it  was  told  to  me  by  parties  whom  I  cannot  question  at  all.  The 
first  difiSculty,  as  I  was  told,  that  occurred  between  them,  grew  out  of  the  masonic 
lodge.  Wallace,  the  man  that  Darden  killed,  wanted  to  be<^ome  a  member  of  the 
masonic  order ;  and  owidg  to  some  little  abuse  that  he  had  civeu  Dr.  Darden  through 
his  paper  abont  being  a  radical,  he  was  fearful  that  probably  the  doctor  might  black- 
ball him,  or  something  of  that  sort,  and  that  he  could  not  get  into  the  lodge. 

Question.  Darden  was  a  mason  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  Wallace  sent  a  gentleman  who  was  in  the  printing  office  with  him 
to  Dr.  Darden  to  know  whether,  if  he  sent  in  his  petition,  the  doctor  would  black-ball 
hira  or  not.  I  was  told  that  this  gentleman  went  back  and  told  WaUace  that  Dr. 
Darden  said  he  would  not.  He  sent  in  his  petition  to  the  lodge ;  and  when  the  election 
came  off  he  was  black-balled ;  he  received  two  black  balls.  So  the  parties  told  me 
afterwards ;  in  fact,  Wallace  published  that  in  his  paper.  He  then  said  that  he  would 
kill  the  man  who  did  it.  He  seemed  to  have  a  list  of  those  that  were  present  at  the 
time  he  was  black-balled  in  the  lodge.  He  went  around  to  all  of  those,  and  each  one 
gave  him  a  certificate  stating  that  they  never  black-balled  him. 

(^testion.  The  result  was  that  he  became  satisfied  Dr.  Darden  was  the  man  who 
did  it  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  then  published  Dr.  Darden  in  his  paper  as  being  a  coward,  a 
sconndrel,  a  perjurer,  and  everything  of  that  kind ;  he  attacked  him  as  a  mason,  as  a 
gentleman,  and  everything  else.  Upon  his  making  these  declarations,  the  doctor,  it 
seems,  loaded  his  gun  and  Killed  him  on  sight — shot  him  and  killed  him. 

Question.  Wallace  ha<l  given  out  that  when  he  ascertained  who  the  man  was  that 
black-balled  him  he  would  kill  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  had  ascertained,  or  professed  to  have  ascertained,  that  Darden  was 
the  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  Darden  shot  him  and  killed  him. 

Question.  Now  resume  your  narrative  where  you  stopped. 

Answer.  As  I  was  saying,  I  went  to  Dr.  Hubert,  Mr.  Gibson,  Mr.  Jones,"  and  Mr. 
Wilder,  and  told  them  that  I  was  satisfied  these  parties  were  organising  for  the  pur- 
pose of  killing  Darden,  and  that  I  thought  it  was  their  duty  as  masons,  and  as  geuHe- 
men,  (Dr.  Hubert  being  a  public  officer,  as  I  myself  was,)  to  try  to  intercede  and  pre- 
vent the  mob  from  killing  him,  or  attempting  to  do  so ;  and  as  Mr.  Pottle  and  I  were 
not  friendly,  and  as  I  thought  he  had  the  proper  influence  with  that  party,  I  thought 
the  best  policy  would  be  for  them  to  go  down  and  ask  him  to  go  and  intercede  and 
stop  the  mob. 

Question.  Mr  Pottle  was  a  leading  democratic  lawyer  there  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  Dr.  Hubert  promised  me  that  he  would  go  and  see  Pottle.  He 
went  down ;  I  saw  him  coming  urom  Pottle's  house ',  what  took  place  there  I  do  not 
know ;  but  Mr.  Pottle  never  came  out  at  all. 

Question,  You  understood  that  he  declined  to  do  anything  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  my  understanding.  I  sent  for  him  mvself.  He  bad  sent 
me  into  the  country  with  a  warrant  for  the  aiTest  of  some  parties  for  rape. 

Question.  That  was  the  business  on  which  you  had  been  out  that  forenooa  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  the  prosecutor ;  and  when  I  got  in  with  the  prIsoiMis,  I 
sent  for  him  to  come  to  the  office.  He  refosed  to  come,  and  sent  me  word  by  tiie 
father  of  the  girl  who  had  been  raped  to  turn  the  prisoners  loose,  r^^^^]^ 

Question.  To  discharge  them  t  '^y  vjOOiJ  U 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  told  this  man  to  tell  him  that  I  would  not  do  tikat;  that  I  had 
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not  the  xi^ty  and  that  I  would  not  do  it  aiiybow  nnless  the  oo«ta  were  paid  for  my 
txxmblfi.  Ho  weat  back  to  Mr.  Pottle :  and  when  he  came  back  he  had  the  money  to 
pay  me ;  and  my  recolleotion  now  is  tnat  Mr.  Pottle  wrote  me  a  note  this  next  time  tell- 
inor  me  to  turn  them  loose.    I  did  turn  them  loose  upon  receiving  the  costs. 

About  5  o^dock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  (the  crowd  by  that  time  numbered 
I  suppose  one  hundred)  this  party  at  Martin's  grocery  sent  a  youuff  man  to  me,  who 
liTed  m  Sparta^  Hancock  county— a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Sleoge  j  they  sent  him 
to  me  f<»  me  to  send  the  Jail  key;  stating  that  if  I  would  send  the  J[ail  key  and  send 
Dr.  Darden  word  to  give  up  his  arms,  surrender  himself  and  go  to  jail,  they  would  let 
tho  law  take  its  course.  I  sent  the  key.  I  sent  my  little  son  to  Dr.  Darden  to  tell  him 
the  message  that  these  men  had  sent  me,  and  that  I  would  advise  him  to  do  as  they 
said.  At  the  same  time,  I  sent  my  wife  to  his  house  for  his  wife  and  children  to  come 
to  his  office  to  go  to  jail  with  him.  I  was  fearful  they  would  kill  him  as  soon  as  he 
camo  out  of  his  ofi&ce.  His  wife  and  children  came  and  went  with  him.  As  he  came 
out  of  his  office  some  of  them  drew  their  pistols,  and  made  for  him,  and  I  am  confident 
ihej  wookl  have  killed  him,  but  his  wife  and  children  hung  around  him  so  closely  that 
they  were  unable  to  shoot,  without  some  danger  of  killing  some  of  them  j  and  by  that 
■lettDS  be  got  to  the  JaiL 

QuesUan.  The  crowd  took  him  to  the  jailf 

Answer,  Tes,  sir,  they  took  him  right  on  to  the  jail.  Thev  put  him  in  the  jail.  The 
Bum  appearing  and  claiming  to  command  the  crowd  was  James  M.  or  James  T.  Cody. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

QuesUon.  Were  these  men  disguised  f 

Ansieer.  No^  sir.  This  was  in  the  day-time.  They  did  not  disguise  themselves  in  the 
day-time.  He  then  put  his  armed  crowd  around  the  jail  and  claimed  to  be  in  command 
of  it.  Mrs.  Darden,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Parden,  came  to  my  house  and  asked  me  if  I  would 
go  down  and  summon  some  sood  citizens  to  enard  the  jail,  to  prevent  this  mob  from 
taking  her  husband  and  kilhng  him.  I  told  her  I  would.  I  went  down  and  summoned 
a  number  of  the  oldest  citizens  and  went  down  to  take  charge  of  the  jail.  This  man 
then  commanding  the  jail  forbid  me  to  put  a  ^ard  at  the  jail,  and  said  that  the  man  that 
attempted  to  come  near  the  jail  woulcf  be  killed.  They  then  advised  me  to  go  home, 
saying  that  my  life  would  not  be  safe. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Your  fHends  so  advised  youT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  then  went  home.  About  dusk  John  Raley,  the  man  who  put 
Daiden  in  jail  for  this  mob,  came  to  my  house  and  said  that  tnese  men  at  the  jail 
wanted  me  to  come  down  and  search  the  prisoner ;  that  they  thought  he  had  a  pistol, 
and  that  they  would  not  let  his  supper  be  given  to  him  until  I  came  down  to  search 
him.  I  told  him  I  would  not  go  down  to  tne  jail  at  aU.  My  opinion  was  that  they 
wanted  to  get  me  down  there  and  lock  me  up,  and  then  take  me  out  and  kill  me  at  the 
same  time  with  Darden.  I  had  good  reasons  for  so  believing.  He  then  offered  me  the 
jail  key.  I  refused  to  take  it  and  told  him  to  take  it  and  keep  it  till  morning,  or 
can^  it  down  and  give  it  to  the  men  and  let  them  search  Dr.  Darden  to  their  satis- 
Iftction.    He  refused  and  left  the  jail  key  on  the  gate-post. 

Qiustkm,  At  your  ^te  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  john  R.  Speance  was  in  company  with  him ;  I  forgot  to  state  that. 
Mr.  Baley  returned  to  the  jail,  or  went  in  that  direction.  John  K.  Speance  went  home. 
Ha  said  he  thought  he  understood  it,  and  he  went  home. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

QjBtes^on.  How  did  he  understand  it  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  know.    I  suppose  he  understood  it  Just  as  I  did. 

Qw9^an,  How  was  that  f 

Answer,  I  imderstood  that  they  wanted  me  to  go  to  the  jail  in  order  that  they  might 
lo^  me  up  and  kill  me  at  the  same  time  as  Darden.  I  thought  from  Speance's  remarks* 
that  he  understood  it  the  same  way.  Between  8  and  9  o'clock  this  party  h&d  orsniu- 
ized  and  disguised  themselves.  Their  uniform  previous  to  that  had  been  white  robes, 
and  their  horses  were  dressed  in  white  always  when  they  turned  out,  every  time  I  baa 
seen  them.  That  nicht,  when  they  came  to  my  house,  they  had  on  black  masks  and 
were  dressed  in  black. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 
Qnestwn,  All  of  them  T 

Answer.  All  of  them  were  dressed  in  black ;  and  they  have  been  wearing  blade  ever 
alnee  that  time. 
QHesHsn.  You  think  they  changed  their  uniform  about  that  time  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  for  some  cause  or  other.  .     , ,    C^r\r\o\c> 

QuestUm,  A  band  dressed  in  black  disguise  came  to  your  house! ^'^"^"^  ^^  ^<j^^^i^ 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Qii>e8H(m.  "What  did  they  want  with  yomt 

Ansxper,  They  came  there  and  demanded  the  jail  key.  I  heard  them  coming.  I  ^ 
looking  ont  and  expecting  them  to  come  to  m^  honae.  I  went  oat  the  back  way ;  aad 
I  told  my  wife  to  go  to  the  door  with  a  lamp  in  her  hand.  I  waa  fearful  that  when  she 
opened  the  door  they  might  take  her  for  me  and  shoot  and  kill  her.  She  did  so.  They 
come  np  and  demanded  tne  jail  key.  By  his  voice  I  reco«;nized  the  man  demanding 
the  key  as  A.  I.  Hartley.  My  wife  went  ont  and  spoke  to  him  and  called  him  by  name. 
I  was  near  enough  to  hear  them  talk.  She  told  him  that  he  and  the  party  ho  was  with 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  themselves ;  that  she  was  satisfied  there  was  not  a  man  in  the 
crowd  that  did  not  know  her  and  me  perfectly  well,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  asha^Doed 
of  themselves.  This  man,  James  M.  Cody,  then  spoke  to  Hartley.  I  recognized  his 
voice  and  so  did  my  wife  and  my  son ;  we  all  recognized  those  twopcurties.  Cody  told 
Hartley  his  mouth  was  always  too  big.  Cody  then  cursed  and  abusiBd  my  wife  a  good 
deal,  and  said  that  they  would  come  in  and  search  the  house  anyhow.  She  beggedliim 
not  to  do  it,  and  said  that  I  was  not  there  and  the  keys  were  not  there  ]  iha,t  I  had 
gone  and  taken  the  keys  with  me ;  that  my  children  were  sick,  and  that  if  th^  came 
into  the  house  with  their  masks  on  they  wonld  Mghten  them  nearly  to  death.  Hart- 
ley then  spoke  and  said  they  had  a  man  who  was  not  disguised^  and  they  would  aemd 
him  in.    He  then  called  this  man  John  Raley. 

Question.  The  same  man  who  brought  the  key  f 

Annoer,  Tee,  sir ;  and  the  same  man  who  put  Dr.  Darden  in  Jail.  He  came  np  and 
spoke  to  my  wife ;  he  was  a  cousin  of  hers.  Ho  went  into  the  house  and  searched  it 
from  bottom  to  top ;  came  out  and  reported  to  the  parties  that  he  could  not  find  me 
or  the  keys ;  that  I  was  not  there.  Some  party  then  fired  a  pistol — I  don't  know  who 
did  it  or  what  for.  The  crowd  then  all  went  back  to  the  jaiL  A  short  time  after  they 
went  to  the  Jail  I  heard  them  pounding  at  the  door. 

Question,  How  far  was  the  jail  from  your  house  t 

Answer,  I  suppose  one  hundred  yards  would  cover  it.  They  commenced  pounding  at 
the  door  of  the  jail,  as  if  with  sledgehammers  or  something  of  that  kind,  to  breakdown 
the  door ;  they  hammcrod  there  for  a  good  long  time  without  any  success  apparently ; 
the  door  had  been  broken  down  once  by  some  parties,  and  I  had  it  well  fixed ;  I  thought 
it  impossible  for  them  to  knock  it  down ;  but  after  pounding  at  it  for  a  considerable 
time  they  tore  down  a  calaboose — a  house  used  as  a  prison  by  the  municipal  aathori-' 
ties,  and  built  a  fire  against  the  door ;  the  jail  was  built  of  rock,  and  the  door  was  an 
iron  door ;  they  built  a  fire,  and  as  I  judg^  when  I  examined  afterwards,  heated  the 
door  red  hot,  burning  out  the  wood  that  fastened  the  hinges  of  the  door  on  the  inside ; 
this  enabled  them  to  shove  the  door  in,  and  they  shoved  it  in ;  when  they  shoved  the 
door  in,  they  started  into  the  jail;  Darden  it  seems  had  a  pistol  sure  enongh ;  and  he 
told  them  that  the  first  man  who  came  near  him  he  woula  shoot  him.  The  cell  door 
was  made  of  iron  bars  crossed ;  you  could  put  your  fist  between  the  bars.  They  then 
took  the  remainder  of  the  house  that  they  had  torn  down  and  built  a  fire  right  at  the 
cell  door,  and  burned  and  smoked  him  until  he  surreudered,  or  at  least  told  them  ^at 
if  they  would  put  the  fire  out  he  would  give  up.  There  is  one  thing  I  have  skipped 
over.  There  was  a  negro  woman  in  jail  who  was  crazy ;  she  had  been  put  in  there  for 
safe  keeping.  After  the  crowd  pushed  the  door  in,  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Richard 
A.  Heath,  who  had  formerly  been  sheriff  of  the  county,  ran  into  the  jail.  When  they 
were  going  to  build  this  fire  inside  he  thought  it  would  set  the  Jail  on  fire ;  overhead 
there  were  logs,  aud  the  steps  of  the  iail  were  made  of  wood ;  and  bethought  it  would 
set  those  steps  ou  fire,  and  set  the  log  ceiling  on  fire ;  he  told  them  not  to  build  the 
fire  until  he  could  go  up  stairs  aud  get  this  woman  out ;  he  went  in,  took  her  ont,  md 
sent  her  off ;  I  thii^L  he  first  sent  her  to  my  house.  The  men  then  went  on  to  build  a 
large  fire  right  before  the  cell  door,  by  which  they  burned  and  smoked  Dr.  Darden  until 
he  told  them  that  if  they  would  put  the  fire  out  he  would  surrender ;  they  put  tlie  tse 
out ;  but  aft«r  it  was  put  out,  and  he  got  fresh  air,  he  would  not  surrender ;  they  then 
built  the  fire  again  aud  smoked  and  burned  him  that  time  until  he  was  nearly  dead, 
from  what  some  of  them  told  me ;  he  then  put  his  hand  out  and  pushed  his  pistol  out 
through  the  grating  of  the  door  into  the  fire,  and  it  went  off;  they  then  put  the  fire  out 
and  t^k  cold  chisels  and  took  the  lock  off  the  cell  door,  and  took  him  out.  They  carried 
him  to  his  office  and  kept  him  there  for  some  hours,  I  was  told,  until  the  train  came 
down  from  Atlanta;  it  came  down  about  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning;  they  made  him 
drink  there,  I  believe,  a  quart  of  whisky.  They  then  took  him  to  the  hotel  where  the 
remains  of  this  man  Wallace  were,  and  attempted  for  some  purpose — I  do  not  Imow 
what — to  go  into  the  parlor  where  his  corpse  was ;  the  lady  of  the  hotel  locked  the  door 
and  kept  thorn  out.  They  then  went  bacK  of  the  hotel  on  the  edge  of  the  town,  right 
alongside  the  railroad,  and  there,  from  what  ray  wife  told  me,  (she  saw  Dr.  Darden's 
body  the  next  morning  after  he  was  killed,)  they  must  have  stripped  all  the  clbthee  off 
of  him  and  shot  him  to  pieces ;  I  suppose  from  what  they  said  that  there  wore  about 
thirty  bullet  holes  in  him ;  they  then  put  the  clothes  back  on  him  again.  From  his 
hips  up  he  was  almost  filled  with  bullets ;  one  or  two  balls  I  believe  went  through  his 
head ;  one  went  through  his  neck,  apparently  cutting  the  Jugular  vein ;  and  all  his  breast 
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was  jQst  filled  with  bullet  holes.  His  clothes  had  no  holes  in  them  at  all;  and  it  was 
supposed  from  that  that  they  most  have  stripped  him  naked,  shot  him,  and  afterward 
pnt  his  clothes  on.  I  heard  several  persons  mention  the  fact  that  the  clothes  did  not 
appear  to  have  any  bnllet  holes  in  them  at  alL  His  body  lay  there  until  next  morning 
abont  sunrise,  when  some  negroes  working  on  the  railroad  carried  him  home  to  his 
&mily. 

QuesUan,  Ton  left  your  house  that  night :  where  did  yon  fof 

Answer.  I  went  to  Augusta.  I  went  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Battle,  a  Mend  of  mine  in 
the  country,  and  got  a  horse :  I  was  not  able  to  walk  much  at  that  time ;  I  got  a  horse 
ftwa  his  wife,  (he  was  gone  nrom  home,)  and  rode  out  to  the  railroad,  got  on  the  cars 
and  went  to  Augusta  to  see  General  Sweeny,  who  was  then  there.  I  told  him  what 
was  going  on  and  asked  him  for  some  troops. 

Qi^um.  He  was  in  command  of  some  troops  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  said  he  had  no  richt  to  give  them  to  me,  and  could  not  do  so. 
I  then  left  and  went  to  Atlanta.  When  1  got  to  Atlanta  I  failed  again  to  get  troops. 
General  Bueer  was  then  commanding  the  garrison,  and  General  Terry  was  expected 
otL  I  remamed  there  until  General  Terry  came.  Just  before  General  Terry  came, 
General  Suger  sent  some  troops  down ;  and  when  Grenefal  Terry  came  I  went  down 
tiiere  myself 

QueBiioR,  What  was  then  donef 

Answer.  I  then  arrested  these  parties—this  man  Cody  who  commanded  the  inob  and 
tb^w  parties  who  were  surrounding  the  jail  with  arms. 

Question.  Were  they  arrested  by  you  as  sheriff,  or  by  the  military  f 

Answer.  By  me  as  sheriff. 

(iwestum*  How  many  did  yon  arrest  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  some  eight  of  them.  I  have  a  copy  of  all  the  bonds  in 
my  pocket. 

QnesHcn.  What  was  done  with  them  after  they  were  arrested  t 

Answer.  They  were  put  under  bonds  by  a  magistrate  there. 

QueBWm.  They  were  charged  with  the  murder  of  Dardenf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  believe  the  bond  of  one  of  them  is  for  ^,000,  and  the  others  are 
$5,000  and  $10,000. 

QnesUon.  Did  they  get  bail? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  gave  good  bonds,  all  of  them.    They  have  never  been  tried. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 
QnesH<m.  Give  the  names  of  the  persons  who  were  arrested. 

Answer.  B.  H.  Ivey,  E.  S.  Cody,  H.  Martin,  James  M.  Cody,  (it  is  either  James  M.  or 
Jaoaes  T.)  E.  E.  Cody,  A.  I.  Hartley,  and  Church  Hill. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QmsHon.  Those  men  were  arrested  and  gave  bonds  for  their  appearance  at  court  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  has  become  of  those  cases  ? 

Answer.  They  have  never  been  tried  that  I  have  ever  known  o£ 

Question.  The  parties  were  bound  over  for  their  appearance  at  thn  next  ;term  of  the 
court? 

Answer.  Well,  I  believe  the  bonds  are,  to  appear  before  any  court  that  toight  convene 
$)r  the  purpose  of  trying  their  cases.  My  reason  for  getting  the  bond  up  that  way  was 
that  I  thought  there  miffht  probably  be  a  military  court  to  try  them.  I  did  uot  know 
what  General  Terry  mi^t  do  with  them. 

Qwstion.  Has  any  inmctment  ever  been  found  against  them,  or  any  of  them,  by  a 
gnmd  jury? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  none  that  I  know  of.  If  any  of  the  cases  have  ever  been  tried  be- 
Core  a  g^and  jury  regularly,  I  do  not  know  of  it. 

Qwstion,  Putting  the  pSLrties  under  bonds  is  all  that  has  ever  been  done  on  that 
prosecution  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Q^estU>n.  They  have  never  been  proceeded  against  any  further  under  that  complaint  ? 

Answer.  Ko^  sir.    The  court  has  a^oumed  from  time  to  time  since  that,  so  far  as 
kaaw. 

QmesUon,  Do  you  know  that  a  term  of  the  court  has  ever  been  held  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  understood  at  one  time  that  Judge  Gibson  &om  Augusta  came 
out  there  to  hold  court,  and  probably  held  court  one  da^,  or  a  piece  of  a  day,  for  some 
purpose ;  and  during  tnat  time  they  got  true  bills  a^inst  me  in  that  court  for  false 
imprisonment — ^for  arresting  these  same  men  aud  putting  them  in  jail. 

Question.  They  indicted  you  instead  of  indicting  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  indicted  me  for  false  imprisonment,  for  which  there  wer6  war- 
rants issued  and  sent  to  Atlanta.  I  was  arrested  by  the  sheriff  of  Fulton  County  on 
tbese  warrants ;  and  I  gave  bond  for  my  appearance  at  the  next  term  of  the  court  in 
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Warren  Conoty.  Mv  Ii^wj^en  went  to  €k>Temor  Bullock  and  asked  him  for  a  pardos, 
knowing  Terr  well  uiat  if  I  went  down  there  I  would  not  be  tried  but  killed-^iesassi* 
uated ;  and  uoTemor  Ballook  pardoned  me  for  the  offenae  before  I  waa  fouxul  guiUy* 

Queiti&n.  He  pardoned  yon  for  the  offense  of  arresting  these  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  he  had  to  do  that  to  save  my  life,  as  I  thought. 

Queation.  What  rarther  was  done  f 

Answer,  1  believe  that  winds  up  that  case. 

QvsstUm*  Were  there  not  some  arrests  made  by  the  military  f  .  ^ 

Anmoer,  Not  in  that  case.    I  was  the  only  par^  that  arrested  any  of  them. 

QKaHon.  When  the  soldiers  arrived  von  went  down  and  had  these  men  arrested  and 
boand  over.    How  long  did  you  stay  there  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  About  three  montus. 

Question,  Did  troops  remain  there  all  that  timef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  troops  remained  there  for  over  a  year. 

Question,  Where  did  you  go  when  you  leftt 

Answer,  1  went  back  to  Atlanta,  and  have  been  there  since. 

Question,  Yon  have  not  since  been  back  to  Warrenton  to  live  f 

Answer.  No>  sir. 

Question,  What  became  of  your  office  as  sheriff  f 

Answer,,  It  was  turned  over  tp  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wright. 

Question,  Did  you  resign  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir.  Wright  was  appointed  by  General  Terry,  I  believe,  or  by  the  coori 
I  do  not  know  which. 

Question,  Because  you  had  removed  away  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  When  I  went  back  there  with  the  military  I  arrested  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Martin. 

Question,  What  fort 

Answer,  As  being  accessory  to  this  murder.  I  was  going  to  try  him  before  a  military 
court. 

Question.  Was  he  the  only  one  that  was  arrested  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  that  time. 

Question.  You  were  going  to  try  him  before  a  military  court  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  applied  to  Oeneral  Terry  for  the  commission. 

Question,  Was  a  military  court  convened  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Martin  appeared  before  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  What  became  of  that  case  T 

Answer.  We  went  on  with  the  iuvestigatien  for  four  days. 

QuestUnu  Taking  testimony  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  taking  testimony  before  that  military  commission. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Was  this  for  the  killing  of  Dr.  Darden  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    The  commissioner  was  F.  H.  Terbett. 

By  the  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Poland  :)     • 

Question.  WA  he  a  military  officer  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    We  carried  on  this  investigation.    I  could  not  hire  any  lawyer. 

Qu^tion,  Was  Martin  put  on  trial,  or  was  this  a  mere  investigation  by  the  mimai^f 

Answer.  Martin  was  brought  into  court  regularly.  I  supposed  it  was  a  trial  to  in- 
vestigate his  case  as  to  whether  he  was  guilty  or  not  I  aid  not  think  it  was  a  court 
to  pass  sentence  on  him  if  ho  was  guilty. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 
,  Question.  It  was  merely  a  court  of  inquiry  T  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  so ;  it  is  the  only  military  court  I  ever  had  anything  to  do 
with. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  This  military  officer  was  investigat^g  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  anybody  sit  with  him  ? 

Ansv>er.  He  sat  alone. 

Question.  It  was  merely  an  investigation? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  went  on  with  this  investigation  for  four  days  T 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir.  On  the  nicht  of  the  fourth  day,  Terbett  sent  for  me  to  go  to  his 
tent ;  between  9  and  10  o'clock,  after  I  had  gone  to  bed,  he  sent  a  non-commissioned 
officer  to  my  house.  I  cot  up  immediately  and  reported  at  his  tent  .When  I  got  there 
he  asked  me  if  I  wanteu  to  ruin  that  whole  people.    That  was  the  first  question  he 
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ftsked  me.  I  told  bim  I  did  not  andeTttaod  liim.  He  Mid,  tbnt  if  the  case  went 
any-  farther  the  whole  people  would  be  inYolved.  I  then  lold  him,  "  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  rain  the  whole  people  at  aU ;  it  is  my  intention  to  proaecnte  the  guilty, 
and  protect  the  innocent,  so  £Eff  as  I  can."  I  asked  him  what  he  wanted  to  make  a 
proposition  of  that  kind  for.  He  then  stated  that  Bfr.  Pottle,  the  lawyer  for  the 
defense,  and  Bfr.  R.  A.  Heath,  had  Jnst  left ;  that  they  bad  been  over  there  all  the 
eveningr. 

^HoHan,  Who  is  Heath  f 

AMwer.  He  was  the  former  sherifF.  Terbett  said  that  these  gentlemen  had  stated  to 
him  that  if  the  case  could  be  stopped  where  it  was,  they  wonld  surrender  the  fire 
men  whom  the  eridence  as  taken  down  would  convict ;  that  they  would  be  willing  to 
surrender  these  five  as  guilty  of  the  murder,  if  the  ca^  could  stop.  I  told  him  I  was 
unprepared  to  give  him  an  answer,  but  that  I  did  not  think  I  could  do-  anything  of 
that  sort ;  that  the  thing  had  passed  out  of  ray  hands  entirely ;  but  I  told  him  I  would 
meet  him  next  morning  at  the  court-room,  and  I  would  study  about  the  matter  durinff 
the  night.  I  met  him  next  morning  at  the  court-room,  and  he  then  insisted  that  I 
should  accept  the  proposition.  He  told  me  ^at  two  of  these  five  men  were  two  of  the 
men  that  shot  me,  and  that  the  governor's  proclamation  <^ered  a  reward  of  |&,000 
each  for  the  conviction  of  any  of  that  party ;  that  tiiat  would  pay  me^ 

QMesHoH,  Had  the  governor  offered  a  reward  fbr  these  men  wno  shot  you  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  for  the  men  who  killed  Darden.  He  had  offered  a  reward  of  $5,000 
each,  which  would  be  $25,000  for  the  five.  Terbett  said  that  that  ought  to  be  satis- 
factory |o  me.  I  then  told  him  that  if  Mr.  Pottle  would  come  into  court,  and,  as  their 
lawyer,  admit  before  witnesses  the  guilt  of  these  five  men  under  the  evidence,  and  would 
carry  the  evidence  to  Atlanta,  and  lay  it  before  General  Terry  and  Governor  Bullock, 
and  they  would  approve  the  arrangement,  it  would  give  me  satisfaction.  He  went 
down  and  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Pottie,  who  had  an  office  in  the  court-house. 
Mr.  Pottle  and  Mr.  Swain,  one  of  the  witnesses,  came  into  court.  I  then  stated  to 
Mr.  Pottle  the  proposition  that  Minor  Terbett  had  made  to  me,  and  asked  him  if  it 
was  correct,  and  whether  he  acreed  to  that  proposition.  He  said  he  would.  I  then 
told  Mxyor  1?erbett  to  adjourn  tne  court  until  he  could  so  to  Atlanta ;  that  he  must 
leave  for  Atlanta  that  night.  The  court  acyoumed,  and  the  proceedings  stopped  right 
there.  Then  they  arrested  me,  accusing  me  of  being  bribed.  Some  parties  had  given 
me  a  noto  to  pay  me  $5,000  for  damages  which  had  been  done  to  me  by  shooting  me 
and  driving  me  out  of  the  county. 

^iM9/km.  Who  gave  vou  that  noto  f 

Answer.  W.  W.  Swain,  John  R.  Swain,  and  P.  M.  HilL 

Questian.  Were  they  three  of  the  five  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  they  were  outside  parties  entirely. 
The  names  of  the  five  men  were  A.  L  Hartley,  James  M.  or  James  T.  Cody,  £.  S.  Cody, 
Henry  Ivey^and  Church  Hill. 

Question.  Those  men  were  to  be  surrendered  and  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities. 
What  was  to  be  done  with  them  t 

Answer.  I  had  them  under  bonds.  As  my  understanding  was,  they  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  found  guilty. 

(luesUon.  But  what  was  to  be  done  with  them  f 

Answer.  The^  were  to  be  brought  before  the  military  court  that  I  expected  to  follow 
this  Investigation,  or  the  civil  court. 

Question.  They  were  to  be  surrendered  to  be  tried  by  some  court  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  that  was  my  understanding;  that  they  were  to  be  brought  before 
the  court  under  these  bonds  without  any  more  trial,  except  the  evidence  then  taken 
down. 

Questian.  Was  it  a  part  of  the  proposition  that  you  were  to  be  paid  $5,000  for  the 
iignry  which  had  been  done  youf 

Answer.  O,  no. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Those  five  men  were  to  confess  their  guilt  ? 

Answer.  O,  no ;  they  were  to  make  no  confession  of  guilt ;  but  this  lawyer  represent- 
ing them  

Question.  He  was  to  enter  the  plea  of  guilty  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  certainly. 

Question.  Upon  the  evidence  already  taken  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  nothing  was  to  remain  except  to  sentence  them  on  that  plea  of  guilty  f 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

QuesUon.  And  procuring  the  plea  of  guilty  was  to  secure  you  the  reward  f 

Answer,  They  said  that  would  give  me  the  reward.  ^^  i 

Quesiion.  The  reward  of  $25,000?  Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 
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Que8H<m.  And  with  that  yon  were  satisfied  t 

Answer.  I  wa8  only  satisfied  as  an  individaal;  bat,  you  see,  I  left  it  wi^  Greneial 
Terry  and  the  governor. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qtiestion,  The  ari^ngement  was  to  be  approved  by  them  t 

Answer.  If  they  did  not  approve  of  it,  then  they  were  to  bring  another  company  of 
troops,  and  the  StaiJ?s  attorney,  Colonel  Farrow,  was  to  prosecute  the  thing.  , 

Q^ueation,  Yon  have  said  something  about  a  note  for  ^,000 ;  what  connection  has 
that  with  this  transaction  ? 

Answer.  When  I  went  down  there,  they  offered  me,  before  this  thing  occurredj  a 
bribe  of  $12,500. 

QitesUon.  Before  these  proceedings  were  started  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  bribe  of  |I2,500  if  I  wonld  leave  the  State,  bom  up  all  the  in- 
formation I  had,  and  take  an  oath  never  to  divulge  any  information  to  any  one. 

QuesiUm.  Who  offered  you  that  f 

Answer.  W.  W.  Swain  offered  $10,000  of  it,  and  H.  R.  Cody  offered  $2,500,  in  the  way 
of  taking  a  house  and  lot  which  I  had. 

Question.  He  was  to  give  yon  $2,500  for  your  house  and  lot  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  whole  thing  was  to  amount  to  $12,500. 

Quesiian.  Cody  was  to  take  your  nouse  and  lot,  and  give  you  $2,500,  and  Swain  was 
to  pay  you  $10,000  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  made  me  that  proposition ;  I  told  them  I  would  not  do  it. 

Quesiion.  That  was  to  stop  everything  f 

Answer.  That  was  to  stop  everything,  and  I  was  to  leave  the  State. 

Question.  That  you  refused  to  do  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.  A  day  or  two  afterward,  Swain  came  to  me  acain,  and  told  me 
that  if  I  would  not  swear  out  anj^  more  warrants  against  the  peopfo  down  there,  he 
would  pay  me  $5,000  as  damages  tor  what  had  been  done  to  me. 

Queaiion.  For  shooting  you  f 

Answer.  «For  the  shooting,  and  for  driving  me  away  from  my  home,  and  the  injury 
that  had  been  done  me  otherwise. 

Question.  For  your  personal  ii^ury  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  told  him  that  if  he  would  give  me  $5,000  for  that,  I  would  not 
swear  out  any  more  warrants  against  any  one  except  those  I  knew  to  be  guilty ;  that 
the  warrant*  I  already  had  I  would  execute,  and  would  execute  all  warrants  and  papers 
put  in  my  hands,  if  it  was  possible  to  do  so.  He  agreed  to  give  me  the  $5,000,  and  he 
gave  me  a  note  for  it,  signcfd  by  W.  W.  Swain,  John  R.  Swain,  and  P.  M.  HilL 

Question.  Who  is  W.  W.  Swain  t 

Answer.  He  is  a  former  down  there,  and  a  school-teacher— a  pretty  wealthy  man. 

Question,  Was  he  a  prominent  man  in  the  affair  f  . 

Answer.  He  said  he  nad  nothing  to  do  with  it  at  all ;  that  he  did  not  belong  to  the 
organization,  and  never  had  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Qu^Oon.  Was  he  in  the  crowd  that  killed  Dardenf 

Answer.  Ho  said  he  was  not. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  he  wasf 

Answer.  I  never  had  any  evidence  of  it  at  alL  I  tried  to  find  out,  but  never  could 
get  any  clue  to  anything  he  ever  did.  In  fact,  he  ftCmished  me  with  the  best  list  of 
witnesses  I  had  against  the. crowd,  and  that  was  what  firighteued  them  when  they  pro- 
posed to  turn  over  these  five  men  as  guilty,  if  I  would  not  carry  the  case  further. 

Question,  But  the  proposition  was  to  settle  with  you  for  your  private  damages^  and 
he  proposed  to  give  you  this  note  for  $5,000 1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question  You  received  that  note  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;•  I  have  that  note  in  my  pocket  now. 

Question.  You  accepted  the  proposition  that  Pottle  made  you  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  were  to  go  and  see  the  governor  T 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  How  much  is  paid  on  that  notet 

Answer.  It  shows  on  the  back  of  it  how  much  is  paid.  I  have  it  here  and  will  refer 
to  it.  I  also  have  a  copy  published  in  a  newspaper,  which  will  show  the  same  thing. 
The  note  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Swain,  the  same  man  who  has  been  dealing 
with  me  all  the  time,  and  the  credits  on  it  are  in  his  handwriting.  They  have  denied 
this  fact,  and  I  have  published  the  whole  thing  in  this  newspaper.  The  note  does  not 
say  "  for  damages."    It  says  "  for  value  received."  ^  , 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :)  Digitized  by  CjOOg Ic 

Question.  It  is  in  the  ordinary  form  of  a  promisBory  note  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  These  payments  were  made  afterward  t 

Anm»er,  Tea,  sir. 

Question,  You  accepted  this  proposition' of  Pottle  t 

Answer,  laccepteait. 

Question,  The  investigation  then  stopped,  and  these  five  men  were  to  go  before  some 
conrt  and  plead  gnilty  of  the  offense,  as  yon  understood  t 

Anstcer,  O,  no,  sir ;  they  were  not  to  plead  guilty.  I  never  understood  it  that  way. 
I  understood  that  they  were  to  be  guilty  under  the  evidence  as  taken. 

Question  Did  you  understand  that  they  were  to  go  before  some  court  and  have  a  trial 
to  see  whether  they  were  guilty  or  nott 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  understood,  then,  substantially,  that  they  were  to  plead  guUty  t 

Anstcer.  Well,  that  Mr.  Pottle  was  to 

Qttestion.  Plead  guilty  for  them  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  he  was  toco  in  conrt  and  state  that  these  men,  from  this 
trial,  and  from  the  evidence  then  ti^en  down,  were  guilty  of  that  murder.  That  was 
my  understanding. 

Question.  You  £d  not  understand  that  they  were  to  go  before  some  court  and  have  a 
trial! 

Answer.  And  be  investigated  again? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansteer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  Thereupon  this  military  court  adjourned  t 

Answer.  It  adjourned  until  M^jor  Terbett  could  go  to  AtHmta  and  see  General  Terry 
and  Governor  Bullock. 

Question.  See  whether  they  approved  the  arrangement  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    If  they  did  not  approve  it,  there  was  to  be  no  compromise. 

Question.  And  you  had  a&eady  got  tnis  note  for  $5,000  for  your  damages  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  ha^  already  stated  that  the  next  step  in  the  proceeding  was  to  get  up 
a  prosecution  againft  you  for  bribery?  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  was  that  done? 

Answer.  They  arrested  me. 

Question   Right  offt 

Answer.  Right  off. 

Question.  Had  this  military  ofBeer  gone  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.    He  never  went  to  Atlanta  at  all. 

Question.  He  was  there,  on  the  ground  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  then  arrested  by  a  military  ofBcer— by  a  lieutenant  under 
him. 

Question.  The  prosecution  against  you  for  bribery  was  a  military  proceeding  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  so  far  as  I  tmew.    I  was  arrested  by  a  militaiy  officer. 

Question.  What  bribery  did  they  charge  you  with? 

Answer.  With  having  received  this  money. 

Question.  The  $5,000  note  t 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question  That  was  the  bribery  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  made  application  then  to  be  sent  to  Atlanta. 

Question.  On  that  charge! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  thought  if  I  could  get  to  Atlanta  and  go  before  a  military  com- 
mission there,  the  whole  thing  would  come  before  that  military  court.  That  was  my 
object  in  wanting  to  go  to  Atlanta. 

Question.  They  sent  you  to  Atlanta  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  sent  me  to  Atlanta  upon  iny  request.  I  went  to  see  my  counsel 
there,  and  told  them  how  the  thing  was  managed.  They  went  to  General  Terry  and 
demanded  the  papers  that  had  been  taken  down  in  this  case,  and  upon  that  I  was 
turned  loose. 

Question.  You  were  discharged  f 

Answer.  I  was  discharged,  and  I  have  never  heard  anything  from  it  since. 

Questioit.  Have  there  been  any  further  proceedings  against  any  of  those  men  in  any 
form! 

Ansirer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  these  parties  who  gave  you  this  note  make,  subsequently,  some  pay- 
ments to  you  upon  it  T 

Answer.  Yt»»,  sir. 

Question.  How  much,  and  when  t 

Answer.  The  note  was  given  February  4, 1870.  The  payments  indorsed  upon  it  are  as 
follows : 

"  Received  on  the  within,  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty  doUavs,  this  Februai74^187<) 
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"  Beceived  on  the  within,  seven  hundred  dollars,  Fehniary  15th,  1870. 

"J.K.S. 

'^  Received  on  the  within,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  this  Febmary  19th,  IS7(K 

**  Received  on  the  within  note,  five  hundred  and  seventy  dollars,  this  2Bth  of  Febm- 
ary,  1870.  / 

"T.M.  BROWN  » 

The  date  of  the  first  indorsement  must  be  a  mistake ;  I  know  the  money  was  paid 
some  time  afterward.  The  indorsement  dated  Febroary  19,  whidi  has  no  sigatttitre, 
is  in  the  handwriting  of  P.  M.  Hill. 

QuesHm*  These  stuns  indorsed  on  the  note  were  paid  to  yeinf 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesiUm,  And  the  balance  of  the  note  is  unpaid  t 

Amwtr.  Tes.  sir.  There  is  moos  oredit  on  the  bask  4f  tb»  note  by  $W9  «r  so 
than  was  pido.  This  mon^  paid  to  me  was  deposited  in  Atlanta  with  scMne  friends 
of  mine. 

Vaaslion.  lliey  sent  the  money  up  to  yout 

Anstoer,  I  deposited  it  there  afterward.  I  expected  that  their  whole  object  wae  to 
set  me  into  a  trap.  I  deposited  this  money ;  and  the  sentleman  I  deposited  it  with 
did  not  want  me  to  give  his  name  if  it  was  not  positively  necessary. 

QuestUm.  As  fast  as  you  received  any  money  on  this  note  you  depoidted  it  with  this 
gentleman ;  you  did  not  use  itt 

Answer.  I  got  this  gentleman  to  ke^  it,  with  an  understanding  about  this  affiilr^  and 
I  did  not  use  it. 

Question.  Do  the  signers  of  the  note  refuse  to  pav  the  amount  that  is  still  unpaid  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  got  a  letter  from  Mr.  Swain,  the  only  man  who  is  respon^ble— W. 
W.  Swain — stating  that  he  could  not  pay  it ;  that  he  had  other  creditors  who  had  prior 
claims,  and  that  if  I  wanted  the  money  I  would  have  to  go  to  the  other  parties;  but 
he  did  not  state  who  the  other  parties  were.  ^ 

Queslisn.  The  proceeding  agamst  those  five  men  stopped  righ*  there,  and  yon  never 
got  the  135,000  reward  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  am  figuring  now  for  that. 

QuSsHon.  Did  vou  ever  go  ba^  to  Warrenton  after  you  went  t#  Atlanta  in  cfaaige  of 
the  military  authorities  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  dare  not  go  back;  I  would  not  consider  my  life  safe  fifteen  minutesy 
not  only  in  the  town,  but  anywhere  in  that  section  of  country. 

QuesHon.  Have  you  remained  at  Atlanta  ever  since  that  timet 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  state  of  afiietirs  in  the  county  of  Waiten  f 
Have  you  kept  yourself  posted  in  relation  to  things  down  there  f 

Answer.  Somewhat ;  it  is  only  by  hearsay. 

QueslUm,  Do  you  see  people  from  that  oounty  fre^ently  ? 

Ansufer,  Constantly. 

Question.  You  endeavor  to  keep  yourself  informed  in  regaard  to  tiie  oonditien  of  things 
there? 

Ansv^,  Pretty  much ;  and  the  information  I  receive  is  undenied ;  and  I  suppose  it 
is  true. 

Question,  What  has  beooae  of  this  band  of  Ku-Klux  down  there  f 

Answer.  They  seem  to  be  there  yet. 

QuesHon.  They  have  k^t  up  their  <^[»erations  ever  since  f 

Answer.  Not  so  much  so  as  they  did,  but  a  sood  deaL 

Question.  What  have  they  done  since  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  anything  so  as  to  call  any  one^s  name.  There  was  an  excursioii 
train  came  up  the  road  from  Ansusta,  and  a  good  many  fh>m  my  county  came  np  to 
Atlanta,  and  spent  two  or  tiiree  aays.  They  told  me  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of 
whipping  going  on  among  them  down  there. 

Question,  Recently? 

Answer.  Recently :  but  I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it  ot  alL 

Question.  Has  auy body  been  killed  by  this  band  since  yon  came  away  t 

Answer.  About  two  months  or  more  sm  they  killed  a  negro,  ri^ht  on  the  edge  ef  my 
county— on  the  Hancock  side  of  the  Ogeechee  River,  which  divides  my  eonni^  and 
Hancock. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  his  name  f 

Answer,  His  name  was  Will  Culver. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  knew  him  for  years.  I  have  heard  a  great  many  e^eak  of  thia 
matter,  and  I  have  never  heard  it  denied  that  a  large  crowd  oi  men  went  to  his  house 
at  night,  took  him  out,  and  shot  him  to  death. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  beeu  charged  with  doing  anything  wrong  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  Ton  never  heard  that  he  was  T 

Anawer.  At  leaet  not  recently,  i  Directly  after  the  war  there  was  a  yonng  man  in 
Sparta,  by  the  name  of  Steward,  who  seemed  to  have  a  difiSculty  about  some  of  his 
&mOy. 

Qwutum.  Do  you  understand  that  this  matter,  which  was  some  years  ago,  ha4  any 
connection  with  the  killing  of  this  man  f 

An9u>er.  I  was  going  to  toll  you  about  the  difficulty.  Probably  it  may  have  had.  I 
know  what  this  young  man  told  me  some  time  afterward.  They  had  a  difficulty  in 
i9ome  way  about  wis  colore  man's  family ;  I  forget  what  the  difficulty  was.  It  caused 
words  and  a  fight  between  this  colored  man  and  this  white  roan,  in  which  tibe  colored 
man  cut  him  with  a  knife— cut  him  across  the  face  a  time  or  two,  very  severely.  The 
colored  man  then  went  off— left  that  county  and  went  to  Savannah.  This  young  man 
Steward  told  me  time  and  again  that  if  the  colored  man  ever  came  into  that  county 
any  more  he  intended  to  kill  him.  About  two  months  aeo,  or  a  little  more— not  long 
MO,  aDyhow — the  colored  man,  it  seems,  came  back  into  that  county.  He  stopped  on 
^e  river,  in  HMicook  County.  They  found  he  was  down  there,  took  him  out,  and  killed 
him  ;  some  one  did  it — ^I  do  not  know  who.    I  saw  the  scars  on  this  young  man's  face. 

Question.  Tou  infer  that  this  former  difficulty  may  have  had  sometiiing  to  do  with 
the  murder  f 

Anewer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  know  the  young  man  told  me  they  intended  to  kill  the 
colored  man  if  he  eame  back  there. 

Quottion.  There  were  persons  there  who  were  hostile  to  him  f 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir.  Then  ajgain,  about  six  weeks  ago,  on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  in 
HaiMM>ck  County,  on  Mr.  Dixon's  plantation,  they  went  and  killed  a  negro  by  the  name 
of  Wash  Hull ;  I  believe  he  used  to  belong  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hull.  They  took 
him  out  and  killed  him.  He  was  an  ex-dave<  He  lived  close  to  me ;  he  was  raised  iu 
my  county.    I  never  heard  any  charge  against  him  when  he  was  a  slave,  or  any  other 


Question,  You  do  not  know  what  they  killed  him  for  t 

Answer,  I  have  no  idea  at  all. 

QueBiion,  Do  they  keep  up  this  system  of  whippings  doWn  there  T 

Answer,  Those  persons  who  come  up  a  week  or  so  ago  to  Atlanta  told  me  that  they 
were  whipping  a  good  many  about  through  the  countiy. 

(Question,  Recently  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  ask  them  as  to  names,  because  I  was  a  little  vexed,  and 
told  them  the  best  thing  they  could  do  was  to  leave  the  country.  They  said  they  were 
not  able  to  leave. 

Question.  Have  a  good  many  of  the  colored  people  who  live  down  in  that  county  left  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  many  of  them  have  been  forced  to  go. 

Question.  Where  did  they  go  to  f 

Answer.  A  good  many  pf  uiem  came  to  Atlanta ;  I  believe  some  have  gone  to  Missis- 
mppi,  some  to  Louisiana. 

Question.  Have  they  left  there  in  consequence  of  these  disorders  f 

Answer.  They  have  left  there  in  consequence  of  this  trouble— nothing  else  in  the 
world.  There  are  a  good  many  there  now  who  if  they  were  able  to  leave  and  could 
leAve  safely  would  certainly  do  it.    That  is  what  they  have  told  me. 

Question.  Did  this  band  of  disguised  men  kill  any  people  in  that  county  while  you 
lived  there  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir.  As  I  stated,  they  killed  Senator  Adkins  in  the  day-time — way- 
laid and  killed  him ;  shot  him  from  ambush. 

Question.  Whether  that  was  done  by  disguised  men  nobody  knew  T 

Answer.  He  was  going  along  the  road.  After  our  legislature  acH  oumed  he  was  rather 
dubious  al)out  going  home ;  i  advised  him  not  to  do  so ;  I  had  heard  parties  say  he 
-would  be  killed  if  he  ever  came  there  any  more. 

Question.  What  was  the  objection  against  him  T 

Answer.  The  objection  against  him  was  that  he  would  «ot  vote  to  turn  out  the 
negroes ;  he  voted  for  the  negroes  to  stay  in  the  legislature. 

Question.  He  was  senator  m>m  your  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  always  lived  in  that  county. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  was  het 

Answer.  A  very  clever  man. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  respectability  in  every  way  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  every  way ;  he  was  a  gentleman  about  your  ajge. 

Question.  Was  tliere  any  charge  against  him  except  with  re&ence  to  his  political 
coarse? 

Answer.  Not  a  thing.  He  was  raised  of  a  very  respectable  family  there,  and  was 
quite  a  wealthy  man  befine  the  war. 

ByMr.COBURN:  Digitized  by  GOOSIC 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  of  his  attempt  to  go  home. 

Anstcer.  When  he  was  about  to  leave  Atlanta,  when  the  legislature  adjourned,  I  ad- 
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vised  him  not  to  go  borne ;  I  told  him  what  I  had  heard  these  people  say;  I  iras  satis- 
fied if  he  went  there  they  would  kill  him. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
QueBtion,  The  Adkins  case  has  been  tried  before  the  courts  in  Georgia  f 
Answer,  No^  sir ;  I  can  say  positively  it  never  has.    Mr.  Adkins  went  on,  and  when 

he  got  to  a  place  called  Darien,  on  the  Georgia  road,  he  got  off  the  train.    His  wife 

had  a  horse  and  buggy  there.    She  met  him  at  Augusta  and  came  over  with  him. 

They  had  taken  the  horse  and  buggy  away— carried  it  off,  and  would  not  let  him  have 

it  to  go  home. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QuesUon,  Who  had  taken  the  horse  and  buggy  ? 

Answer,  Some  parties  had  taken  his  horse  and  bnggy. 

Question,  Away  from  the  depot  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  this  is  what  his  wife  and  others  told  me.  They  would  not  let  Mm 
have  his  horse  and  buggy — carried  it  off.  Some  of  these  parties  there  (they  were 
drunk)  threatened  several  times  to  shoot  him.  There  was  a  freight  train  came  alone 
directly.  He  attempted  to  get  on  that  train  to  go  back  to  Augusta,  and  they  would 
not  allow  him  to  do  it  After  the  train  left,  seeing  there  would  be  no  chance  for  him 
to  get  away  anv  other  way,  he  started  afoot  on  the  road,  he  and  his  wife  together;  and 
they  went  on,  I  suppose,  itom  what  she  told  me,  about  a  mile,  or  some  such  matter. 
He  then  told  her  she  had  better  go  back  and  try  to  get  his  horse  and  buggy  and  eome 
on  and  overtake  him.  She  went  back  and  he  went  on.  It  took  her  a  good  while  be- 
fore they  would  let  her  have  the  horse  and  buggy,  and  by  that  time  he  had  got  within 
about  three  miles  of  his  home. 

Question.  Walking? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  and  she  was  about  half  a  mile  behind  him,  coming  with  the  horse 
and  buggy,  when  she  heard  the  guns  fire  that  killed  him.  She  said  the  parties  passed 
her  in  the  road,  going  on  horseback,  with  their  guns. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 

Answer.  She  said  there  were  only  two. 

Qutstion,  These  men  on  horseback  passed  hert 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  She  did  not  know  them  T 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  she  knew  them  well. 

Question,  When  she  came  up  she  found  her  husband  dead  t  « 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  or  at  least  nearly  dead ;  he  died  directly. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question.  Did  he  make  any  statement  as  to  who  killed  him,  or  anything  of  that  sort? 

Answer,  He  made  statements ;  but  he  was  wavering  in  his  mind.  He  made  two  or 
three  statements.    He  knew  who  shot  him,  but  his  mind  had  become  so  that— 

Question.  His  mind  was  wavering  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  so  that  he  made  two  or  three  statements  as  to  that.  He  first  said 
that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Adams  shot  him,  and  then  he  said  that  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Lambert  did  it.    So  his  wife  told  me. 

Question.  Were  these  the  men  she  met  T 

^Answer,  Lambert  was  one  of  the,  men  that  passed  her,  and  the  other  was  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Sturgis. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Were  these  men  who  came  up  on  horseback  among  those  who  had  been 
troubling  hira  t  ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  among  the  men  who  had  been  bothering  him  ai  the 
station. 

Question.  The  supposition  is  that  the  two  men  who  passed  Mrs.  Adkins  wwe  those 
who  killed  him  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  is  satisfied  of  that. 

Question.  About  what  time  was  that  f 

Ansteer.  I  cannot  tell  exactly ;  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  the  summer  of  1869. 

Question,  lias  anybody  ever  been  prosecuted  for  the  killing  of  Mr.  Adkins  f 

Answer,  ^o,  sir. 

Question,  Has  anybody  ever  been  tried  T 

Answer.  Nobody  has  ever  been  tried. 

Question,  While  you  lived  in  that  county  were  there  oasee  of  IdUing  by  diagniaei 

^Inswer.  Yes,  sir.  ^'9^^^^^^  ^v  ^^^^ 

Question,  Who  waa  killed  t 
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Anmver,  There  was  a  party  went  out  one  night  and  attacked  a  fiwniljr  by  the  name  of 
Jeffers — colored  people. 

Question.  How  tar  from  town  f 

Answer,  About  four  miles. 

Question.  About  what  time  was  that  f 

Jruicer.  In  1869 ;  in  August  or  September;  1869,  if  I  make  no  mistake ;  but  I  am  not 
I>08itive  as  to  dates. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  T 
.  Answer.  I  only  know  a  part  as  to  what  was  stated. 

Question.  Give  the  account  that  you  heard  of  the  matter. 

Answer.  The  man  Perry  Jefifers,  when  he  came  to  my  house  next  morning,  told  me 
he  had  been  notified  by  a  young  man,  a  friend  to  him,  that  these  Ku-Elux  were  going 
to  attack  him,  and  he  said  he  had  gone  out  and  got  some  guns  and  prepared  himseu 
pretty  well.  He  loaded  these  guns  with  buck-shot.  He  had  some  six  or  seven  sons, 
all  pretty  muoh  grown.  Bute  enough,  these  parties  did  come  and  attack  him,  as  this 
young  man  had  told  him.  Jeffers  and  his  sons  being  up,  on  the  lookout,  when  the 
party  came  into  the  yard  they  fired  into  them:  through  ^the  cracks.  They  lived  iii  a 
log  house.  I 

Question.  They  fired  into  the  crowd  of  Ku-Klux  f 

Ansiper.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  all  dressed  in  white.  They  killed  a  younff  man  who 
lived  right  close  to  me,  by  the  name  of  Geisland,  who  had  a  very  respectaDle  father — 
as  nice  a  man  as  there  was  in  the  county,  I  thought.  They  killed  his  son,  and  wounded 
several  others.  The  party  went  off.  The  next  morning  Jeffers  came  to  my  house,  and 
told  me  what  had  occurred ;  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  attacked  him,  that  he  had  had  a  fight 
with  them,  and  that  he  had  hurt  some  of  them ;  he  said  he  thought  from  the  way  they 
did  that  he  hurt  some  of  them.  About  the  same  time  I  heard  that  this  young  man, 
Geisland,  had  been  killed,  and  other  parties  wounded.  Jeffers  and  his  family  then 
became  very  much  alarmed.  That  nignt  T  which  was  Friday,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection) these  Ku-Klux  came  into  town  to  nunt  for  this  colored  man  and  his  boys. 

Question.  They  had  come  into  town  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  had  heard  them  talking  in  town  durins  the  day,  stating  that  the 
last  one  would  be  killed— that  they  intended  to  kill  them  aU.  I  put  them  in  the  Jail; 
I  had  nobody  in  jail. 

Question.  You  put  this  colored  man  and  his  sons  in  jail  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  it  would  be  a  safe  place  for  them;  that  probably  it  would 
not  be  known  where  they  were,  and  that  they  could  not  be  got  out  probably,  if  it  was 
known.  I  put  them  in  jail,  and  kept  them  there  every  nignt  for  a  week ;  and  these 
men  never  did  find  out  tnat  I  had  them  in  lail,  so  far  as  ever  I  knew.  They  were  in 
town  every  night  after  them,  and  could  not  nnd  them ;  so  on  the  Sunday  night  follow- 
ing, these  Ku-Klux  went  back  to  the  place  where  this  colored  man  lived.  He  had  a 
sick  son  there — an  invalid  that  had  never  been  able  to  get  about  to  do  anything  in  his 
life  &om  childhood  up. 

Question^  He  was  left  there  at  home  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  could  not  carry  him  away,  and  his  mother, «  very  old  woman, 
was  left  with  him.  These  Ku-Klux  could  not  find  any  of  the  rest  of  the  family  there ; 
BO  they  took  this  sick  son,  dragged  him  out  of  his  bed  into  the  yard,  and  shot  him  to 
death.  They  carried  out  everything  in  the  house,  and  piled  it  on  him,  and  set  fire  to 
it,  and  burned  his  body  up.  They  then  took  the  bed-cord,  and  hung  the  old  woman  to 
a  shade  tree  in  the  yard. 

Q:ue8tion.  Till  she  died  T 

Answer.  No,  sjr.  They  left  her  hanging  there ;  and  a  white  man  living  on  the  place 
ran  out  and  cut  her  loose,  and  got  her  into  the  house.  He  thought  she  was  dead,  as  he 
told  me ;  he  did  not  expect  her  to  live  at  all ;  but  the  next  morning  when  he  got  up  he 
ioQBd  her  not  dead,  but  verv  much  injured.  She  lived  and  is  living  now,  so  far  as  I 
know.  I  saw  her  afterward,  and  she  had  the  signs  of  this  hanging  upon  her.  I  sent 
the  coroner  out  to  hold  an  inquest  on  the  dead  body. 

Question.  The  body  of  the  son  who  was  burned  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Dr .  Dacden,  who  was  afterward  killed,  was  the  physician  who 
went  out.  They  got  a  jury  and  commenced  the  inquest;  and  he  told  me  that  they 
would  have  proven  the  whole  fact  as  to  a  good  many  parties  who  had  killed  and 
homed  this  boy  and  himg  the  old  lady,  but  a  good  many  of  the  Ku-Klux  were  there — 
not  in  disguise,  but  he  Knew  they  belonged  to  that  onranization.  They  told  the 
coroner  thatiie  had  to  stop  the  inquest ;  that  it  had  gone  mr  enough ;  that  it  must  be 
closed  up ;  and  the  verdict  was  that  the  man  came  to  his  death  from  the  acts  of  some 
unknown  parties. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  father  of  this  young  man  who  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux 
iioa  was  killed  lived  right  close  by  you  f 
•  Answer.  Yes,  sir.       '  ,    ,,  u  (T^ooolp 

Question.  What  did  the^  do  with  the  body  of  that  young  man?  '^'^"^^  ^^  y^^^^v^ 

Answer.  They  buried  him. 
14  G 
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Question.  Did  they  have  an  inquest  T 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  none  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

QumHon,  Was  there  a  public  funeral  f 

AfiMoer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  dispose  of  the  body  in  some  quiet  and  rather  mysterious  way  t 

Ammer,  They  buried  him  at  ni^t.    I  never  heard  them  say  anytJiin^  about  tlie 
burial ;  they  would  not  talk  anythmg  about  it;  very  little  was  said  about  it. 

Question,  There  was  no  public  fUneral  f 

Anmeer,  No,  sir. 

Quesium,  You  say  that  some  were  wounded  in  the  attack  on  this  cdk>rdd  man's 
bouse ;  did  you  ever  hear  of  any  of  the  wounded  men  being  seen  f 
,AM$wer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Who  were  the  men  who  were  wounded  f 

Answer,  This  man  Jeffers,  before  they  killed  him,  told  me  that  they  wounded  a 
young  man  by  the  name  of  Gimn,  and  two  young  men  by  the  name  of  Mays. 

QM^tion.  Did  you  hear  of  these  men  having  received  wounds  in  some  way  f 

Answer,  I  saw  them  while  i;hey  were  injured. 

Question,  What  account  did  they  ci ve  of  how  they  were  hurt  f 

Ansioer.  One  of  them  said  he  had  uad  the  rheumatism  for  some  time;  various  thisgs 
Mke  that  were  said. 

Question.  They  never  declared  4[>nblicly  that  they  got  their  injuries  in  the  j^y  you 
soppoeed  they  did  f 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  not  at  all. 

QHesii4m,  You  say  that  Jefifers  told  you,  before  they  killed  him,  of  the  wofuiiding 
of  these  young  men ;  was  he  subsequently  killed! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  killed  the  wh(de  family  except  two. 

Qnestion,  How  was  that  done  f 

Answer,  I  kept  him  in  Jail,  as  I  st>ated.  Hot  about  a  week,  and  I  then  advised  him  to 
go  to  South  Carolina ;  I  told  him  they  would  be  sure  to  kill  him  if  he  staid,  and  I  ad- 
vised him  to  go  at  night,  and  go  through  the  by-ways,  &c.,  till  he  got  to  Augusta,  then 
to  cross  over  and  take  the  rocMas,  but  when  he  came  to  a  plantation  to  go  through  the 
fields.  But  a  Bureau  agent,  B.  C.  Anthony,  who  was  boarding  at  my  house  at  the  time, 
thought  that  was  a  bad  plan ;  he  thought  that  the  best  plan  would  be  for  Jeffers  to  go 
down  on  the  cars  in  the  aay-time.  He  said  the  Ku-Klux  would  not  dare  to  take  him  off 
t&e  cars  in  the  day-time.  The  colored  man  concluded  to  go,  with  his  sons,  in  the  day- 
time. I  told  Mr.  Anthony  that  he  had  better  go  with  him  out  to  Camak,  the  junction 
with  the  main  road.  We  liave  a  railroad  running  right  by  the  town,  but  the  j uneven 
is  four  miles  off.  They  took  the  oars  at  my  place,  and  the  Bureau  agent  went  with 
them  and  put  them  on  board  the  train  at  the  junction,  in  charge  of  the  conductor. 

Question,  All  of  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  conductor's  name  is  Tom  Turner.  Thev  then  went  on  toward 
Augusta ;  iNnd  when  they  got  to  Dearing,  the  same  place  where  ilenator  Adkins  got  off, 
the  crowd  followed  up  and  took  them  aU  off  the  train,  with  the  exception  of  ^e 
yoiMgeet  boy,  who  had  got  off  the  train  to  carry  a  trunk  to  the  depot  for  a  lady  when 
the  train  stopped.  They  got  the  old  man  and  five  or  six  of  his  sons,  and  caciied  tlMSi 
out  to  the  woods  and  shot  them  in  the  day-time. 

QwesHon  Were  the  men  dii^uised  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  at  least,  parties  who  told  me  of  the  facts  said  they  were  not  dis- 
guised. 

Question,  Has  anybody  been  prosecuted  for  the  killing  of  that  whole  &Bily  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.^ 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 
^tMf (ton.  Were  these  men  known  there  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  hostility  against  this  family  ? 

Answer,  None  that  I  ever  knew  of  at  the  staii. 

Question,  Did  ^ou  know  this  colored  fiunily— ^e  father  and  his  sons  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  I  knew  them  olL 

Question.  Were  tney  respectable  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  respectable  colored  people  as  yon  will  find  anywhcn.  4he 
old  man  was  one  of  the  most*industzioas  men  I  ever  saw.  He  was  a  good  teiMr  and 
was  making  money. 

Questkm.  Was  tb^<e  any  ehaise  against  them  T 

Answer,  No  charge  in  the  world. 

Question,  Was  anything  pretended  against  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  nothing  was  pretended  tiiat  I  ever  knew.  Tfaelbcmer  owBt»«f  jOiis 
old  man  said  he  was  as  good  a  man  as  he  had  ever  seen  in  his  life.  When  aakvahe 
never  had  any  trouble  with  him  at  alL 
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By  Mr.  Coburn: 

QuesHim,  How  fnr  did  these  men  live  firom  Dearisg  ? 

Aimoer.  Just  twenty  miles. 

Question.  Did  the  men  who  killed  them  live  abont  Deaxing,  or  back  where  the  man 
and  his  family  lived  f  • 

Answer,  Some  lived  back ;  some  ffot  on  the  train  at  Oami^  the  Junction ;  some  at 
another  place  on  the  road,  and  the  balanee  of  the  crowd  lived  at  Dearing. 

Question.  They  got  wind  in  some  way  that  these  colored  people  were  coming  f 

Anstotr.  Yes.  sir ;  there  were  spies  all  the  time  following  riffht  along.  The  old  man, 
X^elsland,  the  rather  of  the  yonng  man  who  was  killed,  went  down  on  the  can  at  the 
same  time  they  did^nd  told  some  parties,  who  told  me,  that  he  intended  to  take  ash«t 
at  the  old  rascieJ.  He  had  his  double-banreled  gun  wiui  him,  and  he  said  he  intraded 
to  have  one  shot  at  the  old  rascal. 

By  the  OWAntifAN,  (Mr.  Polaio)  :) 

Question.  Were  there  other  peisons  killed  in  your  connty  besidee  those  yon  have 
named? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Jones 

Question.  A  colored  man  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  white  man — ^told  me  that  he  was  with  the  Eu*Elux  on  one  oeca- 
sion ;  he  said  they  forced  him  to  go ;  that  he  did  not  want  to  go ;  he  B^id  they  went 
smd  took  out  a  colored  man,  whose  name  he  told  me,  who  lived  near  Jameson's  school- 
house,  in  Warren  County,  about  nine  miles  from  my  t»wn — ^he  said  they  took  out  this 
colored  man  and  gave  him  nine  hundred  lashes  with  saddle-stirrups. 

Question,  Did  they  kill  him  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  he  died  that  night ;  tiiey  whipped  him  to  death. 

Questim.  Wnat  was  that  done  for  f 

Answer.  This  man  said  he  knew  no  cause  for  it. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  or  know  of  any! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  anythmg  tiiat  the  colored  man  was  chaiged  with. 

Queeiion,  Are  there  other  cases  that  you  recollect  f 

Answer.  There  are  other  cases:  I  cannot  call  the  names  of  the  parties.  At  BeH 
Sprmgs  there  was  a  man  killed ;  1  do  not  know  his  name. 

Question.  A  cokireA  rnBH^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  for  was  that  iirom  your  town  f 

Answer.  They  call  it  just  ten  miles,  I  believe.  At  Mr.  Fowler's  there  was  a  colcoed 
man  killed ;  I  cannot  call  his  name ;  and  at  Mr.  Long's  there  was  one  killed. 

Qwestion.  Were  they  killed  in  the  if  ght^ime  li^  dis^pised  bands  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  iliey  were  all  killed  in  the  night-time  by  these  parties. 

By  Mr.  Coburk  : 

Question,  About  how  long  i^  f 

Answer.  In  1868.  As  to  whippinjNthere  has  been  any  amount  of  that  in  Warreoiton. 
Ttkere  was  a  colored  man  killea  by  Wallaoe- just  before  Darden  killed  Wallace. 

Question.  Was  it  a  band  of  men  who  did  that  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Wallace  shot  him.  There  was  a  crowd  together,  but  he  shot  Idm 
himself.  1  do  not  think  they  were  disguised ;  it  was  at  nigbt,  though:  I  heard  the 
pistol  ^red.  About  three  weeks  ago  there  was  a  colored  man  killed  in  Warrentcoi  by 
a  young  msm  named  Shitley. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Question.  Was  he  in  disguisef 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Polakd  :) 

Question.  I  am  inquiring  particularly  as  to  cases  of  killing  and  whipping  by  dla- 
gaised  bands. 

Answer.  The  one  that  was  killed  was  a  brother  of  the  one  that  WaUaoe  killed. 

Question.  For  what  were  those  two  brothers  killed  t 

Answer.  They  were  chaiged  with  being  "  very  bad  negroes." 

Question.  Did  you  know  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  lived  within  a  mile  of  me. 

Question.  What  were  they  charged  with  doing  t 

Amswer.  I  never  knew  of  anythmg  they  did ;  they  said  they  were  ''very  bad  neffroea." 

Question.  What  does  that  mean — that  they  were  a  little  smart  and  independent  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  they  were  negroes  who  contended  for  their  rignts,  and  wero 
not  much  afraid. 

Qiustisn.  Did  yoiu  ever  hear  them  charged  with  any  ezime— stealing,  or  anything  of 
Hhattortf 

Answer.  "SiOf  sir;  I  never  heard  them  charged  wil^  anything  at  all;  only  they  said 
tl^BY  were  '*  bad  neirroes."  _ 


212        CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Question,  Have  you  stated  the  fair  meaning  of  that  term  '^  bad  ueffro^sf* 
Answer,  They  call  them  *•  bad  negroes''  when  they  cannot  control  them  as  they  want 
to.    That  is  my  understanding. 
Question.  It  does  not  imply  that  they  have  committed  crime  T       * 
Answet^,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Yon  have  described  \vith  considerable  particularity  what  was  done  in  your 
county ;  how  was  it  in  other  counties  around  you ;  did  things  go  on  there  in  the  same 
way? 
Answer.  In  pretty  much  the  same  waj. 

Question,  Were  there  the  same  orgamzed  bands  of  men  going  out  whipping  and  kill- 
ingf 
Answer.  Yes,  sir-^not  the  same  men,  but  belonging  to  the  same  bands. 
Question.  An  organization  apparently  of  the  same  sort  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  of  the  same  sort.  I  heard  of  their  killing  a  ^ood  many  down  id 
Qlasoock  Coimty — quite  a  number ;  but  I  do  not  know  anything  m  respect  to  that  of 
my  own  knowledge.    I  never  heard  it  disputed  at  all. 

Question,  From  your  information,  are  these  organizations  now  in  existence  and  in 
fuU  blast  f 
Answer,  It  is  my  understanding  that  they  are. 
Question,  Is  there  anything  of  this  kind  up  about  Atlanta? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  thincs  are  quiet  about  Atlanta.    We  have  as  much  law  and  order 
in  Atlanta  as  you  have  here. 
Question,  How  is  it  in  that  county! 
Answer,  It  is  all  quiet  in  that  county. 
Question,  The  law  is  enforced  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  If  people  commit  offenses  are  they  punished  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  punished,  no  matter  who  they  are.  Neither  politica  nor 
anything  else  has  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  You  say  that  a  great  many  negroes  have  left  Warren  County  and  gone 
away! 
Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  adjoining  counties. 
Question,  Do  you  suppose  that  is  true  of  all  that  region  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  cause  of  the  whole  thing,  I  am  satisfied.    There  are  Columbia, 
Wiikee.  Taliaferro,  Hancock,  Glascock,  Washiuffton,  and  Jefferson  Counties,  wiUi  War- 
ren rignt  in  the  center.    Those  are  where  they  nave  the  most  of  this  trouble. 
Question,  The  counties  you  have  named  all  lie  in  about  the  same  region  f 
An8V)a'.  Right  in  that  section  of  country. 

QtiestioTi,  Does  there  seem  to  be  any  political  lavor  about  all  this  f    To  what  party 
do  the  people  who  are  whipped  and  lolled  belong  f    Against  whom  do  the  £u-&ux 
direct  their  efforts  f 
Answer,  Asainst  Union  men—  republioans — ^men  who  are  in  favor  of  the  Government* 
Question*  Do  they  call  ,them  '' radicals  f 
Answer,  .Yes,  sir;  they  call  them  "radicals"  down  there. 

Question,  Does  it  appear  to  be  universally  the  fact  that  the  men  whipped  or  killed 
belong  to  the  radicalparty f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  have  had  some  few  fights  amons  themselves  and  killed  a 
few ;  but  I  have  never  heard  of  a  man  being  taken  out  and  Killed  by  this  band  of  dis- 
guised men  who  belonged  to  any  party  except  the  republican  par^ — ^what  th^y  call 
the  "radicals"  down  there.  But  tnere  have  been  others  killed.  Now,  in  the  Adldns 
case,  parties  connected  with  that  murder  have  been  killed;  they  have  been  killed 
among  themselves ;  three  of  the  Adamses,  I  believe^  have  been  killed. 
Question,  lu  feuds  and  fights  among  themselves  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  radicals  belong  to  this  Ku-Elux  oiganizationf 
Answer,  If  there  is  one,  I  do  not  know  it. 
Q^uestMn,  Did  you  ever  know  one  to  belong  to  itf 
Aneyoer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  one  7 
Answer,  No^  sir. 

Question,  How  is  this  miUter  talked  about  f    What  do  l^e  radicals  think  of  this 
organization  7 
Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know  hardly  what  l^ey  do  think  about  it. 
Quei^on,  How  do  they  talk  about  it? 

Answer,  They  are  thinking  or  hoping  that  the  Government  will  do  something  for  them. 
Question,  Do  thoy  think  it  is  a  political  organizatioQ  f  "^ 
Aiiswer,  Yes,  sir.  *^ 

Qucitioii.  Arc  they  in  favor  of  that  organization  f  digitized  by  GoOqIc 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  want  it  stopped.  y  y  ^ 

Qu^tion,  Aro  they  aU  opposed  to  it  f 
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TeSySir. 

QmrnUm.  Do  they  denooDce  and  speak  against  itf 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHan,  How  is  it  with  the  other  side  f 
Amtwer.  They  all  say  it  is  a  good  thing. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn: 
Question,  What  do  they  think  it  is  good  for  t 

Answer.  They  say  it  keeps  the  radicals  out,  and  keeps  the  negroes  nnder  subjection, 
and  everything  of  that  sort. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  PoLAin> :) 

Qnesikm.  They  entertain  an  entirely  different  opinion  fh>m  the  radicals  in  reference 
to  the  worthiness  of  this  order? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Quesium.  From  what  yon  have  seen  and  heard^  and  from  the  fitcts  yon  have  stated, 
what  is  your  idea  as  to  the  purpose  of  this  organization  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  can  only  speak  for  Georgia,  but  I  suppose  the  case  is  the  same  in 
the  other  States ;  I  think  their  puipose  is  to  control  the  otate  government  and  control 
the  negro  labor,  the  same  as  they  did  under  slavery. 

Question.  How  is  this  Ku-Elnx  organization  going  to  operate  to  enable  them  to  do 
thatt 

Answer.  Well,  they  will  prevent  voting;  they  will  prevent  any  republican  from  hold- 
ing office.  They  say  in  my  section  of  the  country  tnat  no  republican  shall  hold  ofBce : 
that  they  will  take  charge  of  the  polls,  and  all  those  who  won't  vote  their  way  shall 
not  vote  at  all.  That  is  their  declaration.  They  want  to  control  the  negro,  ^ust  as 
they  once  did.  Whenever  a  negro  does  not  obey  as  they  want  him  to  they  will  just 
say  to  him,  "  I  will  send  the  Ku-Klux  to  see  you,^  and  that  night  or  some  time  soon 
the  Ku-Klux  take  him  out  and  whip  him  j  sometimes  they  whip  him  to  death,  and 
sometimes  they  give  him  a  very  severe  whipping  and  tell  him  that  that  is  a  warning 
to  bim ;  that  if  he  dont  obey,  they  will  finisn  him  the  next  time  they  come. 

QuestUm.  So  far  as  you  know,  what  is  the  feeling  among  the  colored  people  in  respect 
to  these  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  negroes  want  it  stopped. 

Question.  Are  they  in  mortal  terror  from  the  operations  of  this  organization  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  want  it  stopped.  They  have  more  fear  <n  it  t^an  they  ever 
had  of  anything  during  slave-times,  so  far  as  I  ever  saw.  . 

Question.  If  an  election  were  to  be  held  now,  while  these  organizations  are  operating, 
do  you  believe  that  a  great  many  of  the  colored  people  would  be  prevented  from 
votnigt 

Answer.  1  do  not  believe  that  half  of  them  could  vote. 

Question.  You  have  named  a  great  many  cases  where  persons  have  been  killed,  and  a 
gr^  many  where  they  have  been  whipped.    Has  any  Dody  been  punished  for  all  this  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Oii«9fu>fi.  Has  anybody  been  prosecuted  T 

Answer.  No  one,  that  I  know  of.  Nobody  has  been  punished  any  more  thim  what  I 
have  done  myself,  as  I  have  stated. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  in  the  State  courts  in  those  counties  these  men  could 
be  tried  and  punished  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Are  people  afraid  to  prosecute  them  ? 

Answer.  They  are  afraid  to  prosecute  t)hem. 

Question.  Are  people  afraid  to  testify  against  them  f 

Answer.  They  are  afraid  to  testify  against  them.  I  can  say  as  truthfully  as  I  can 
say  anything  in  the  world,  that  a  man  cannot  go  there  and  testify  against  one  of  them 
and  live  twenty-four  hours.    I  honestly  believe  that. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

Question.  Is  the  effect  of  this  organization  to  prevent  negroes  trading  freely  in  land 
or  other  property  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  intended  for  that. 

Question.  What  is  the  effect  of  the  organization  in  respect  to  negroes  trading  in  lands 
or  other  property  f 

Anstcer.  People  will  not  sell  them  any  land  except  in  town.  Some  of  them  did  buy 
some  little  property  about  the  edge  of  the  town,  but  they  have  bought  nonq^dn  the 
ooantry.    People  will  not  sell  them  any  land  to  form. 

Question.  What  do  they  say  or  do  in  regard  to  that  matter? 

Ansvjer.  They  say  that  the  negroes  shall  not  own  any  land,  and  that  they  'will  not 
sell  them  any.  jigitized  by  V^OOQ IC 

Question.  Is  that  carried  out  in  practice  ?  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  carry  that  right  out. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  negroes  who  have  fanns? 

Anmoer.  No,  sir;  none  at  all. 

Question,  What  reason  do  people  give  for  that  policy  f 

Answer.  They  say  that  the  negroes  shall  not  own  £yin8  at  all. 

Question,  How  about  schools  f 

Answer,  They  had  in  my  town  a  small  school  at  one  time^  I.  do.  not  know  whether 
they  have  had  any  school  there  for  the  last  year.  I  never  heard  anythiAg  said  about 
the  school  recently.  The  last  I  heard  of  the  school  was  that  they  had  whipped  the 
school  teacher  very  severely,  and  that  he  had  quit.  I  do  not  know  whether  tlwy  liave 
had  any  school  there  since  that. 

Question,  State  whether  the  ne^^rdes  have  been  gnilty  of  Tiolatiag  tho  ii|^iiaof  the 
whiteS)  or  are  hostile  and  aggressive  toward  the  whitest 

Answer.  Not  so  far  as  I  have  seen. 

Question.  What  is  their  demeanor  f 

A^i9W€r.  They  are  perfectly  humble  and  obedient — ^as  much  so  as  I  ever  aaw  them 
during  slave  times. 

Question.  Statements  have  been  made  here  that  the  negroes aie  dishonest;  that  they 
steal  pigs,  chickens,  &c. ;  that  they  commit  rapes  and  generally  create  disorder  in  the 
count  r}%  State  whelJier  or  not  that  is  the  case  in  the  district  with  whiidi  you  are 
acquainted. 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  of  my  own  knowledge 

Question.  How  is  it  in  the  commonity  where  you  are  acquainted? 

Answer.  I  do  not  of  mv  own  knowledge  know  any  case  of  stealing  by  the  negsoes  to 
any  extent  at  aU.  While  I  was  in  office  as  sheriff  I  never  had  a  warrant  in  my  hands 
to  be  executed  against  one  of  them  for  stealing. 

Question.  How  is  it  as  to  rapes  and  other  crimes  Y 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  o€  a  negro  committing  rape  in  my  county. 

Question.  Is  it  safe  for  white  women  to  travel  from  one  place  to  anoUier  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  perfectly  safe.  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two  oases  wh^oe  th^  said 
a  liegro  had  committed  a  rape  upon  a  white  woman.  One  of  the  biases  was  in  Jenecson 
County.  That  was  when  this  organization  was  started.  I  believe  it  was  in  1866. 
There  was  a  negro  accused  of  raping  a  white  girL  I  never  heard  her  name.  They 
said  she  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  They  caught  that  negro,  tied  Jiim  to  a  stake, 
and  burned  him  in  the  day  time  before,  I  suppose,  a  thousand  people. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question.  Did  they  bum  him  to  death  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  When  was  that  f 

Answir,  In  1866.  They  never  had  any  trial,  or  proof,  or  anything  of  that  sort^  and 
they  never  gave  the  name  of  this  girl,  so  f^r  as  I  ever  knew. 

By  Mr.  OoBURK : 

Qjucstion.  What  was  the  reason  they  did  not  give  the  name  of  the  girl  Y 

Answer.  They  did  not  want  her  name  to  be  known. 

Question.  Did  they  examine  her  before  any  sort  of  tribunal,  official  or  unofficial  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  heard  of;  I  do  not  know  that  she  told  it.  The  parties 
said  that  the  negro  had  raped  a  certain  girl,  without  giving  any  name. 

Question.  Where  did  that  happen  t 

Ans^oer.  In  Louisville,  Jefferson  County.  A  young  man  who  lived  in  Atlanta  told 
me  that  he  was  standing  by  and  saw  the  whole  thiyg  done. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  W.  M.  Neal. 

Question.  State  whether  any  greater  degree  of  outlawry  exists  among  the  negroei 
than  among  the  whites  t 

Answer.  Not  near  as  much.    The  negroes  are  obedient  and  law-abiding. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  When  were  you  elected  sheriff  of  that  county  t 
Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  April,  1868. 
Question^  At  the  time  Governor  Bullock  was  elected  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  elected  by  the  people  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  white  votes  did  you  get  t 

Answer.  It  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  answer  that  question. 
QuesUon.  About  how  many  do  yon  think  ? 
Answer,  I  cannot  tell  about  how  many. 

0«6fi(toit.  Didyouget  adozent  p,.    dh  GoOQlf 

Answer.  No  man  could  answer  that  question ;  but  I  wm'<§>nife  as  neaxHSmsweHng  it 
as  1  can.    From  the  effort  that  was  made  by  the  most  influential  whites  in  the  coinnty. 


ttnd  who  were  my  bitter  enemies  on  acoonnt  of  the  eleolkmy  oncl  from  the  number 
of  negroes  whom.  I  wsa  satisfied  they  had  hooght  np  t«  vote  against  me  and  to  vote 
for  themselves,  I  think  that  I  got  at  least  between  two  and  three  hundred  white  votes ; 
I  think  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  number  of  white  votes  I  oould  not  have  been 
elected. 

Qumtkm.  Wbaii  is  the  poonlatiiMi  of  WaixenGoanty  t 

Ammoet,  The  voting  population  before  the  negroes  voted  was  from  nine  to  eleven  hun- 
dred. 

Quettion.  What  is  it  now  f 

Answer.  At  that  election  eleven  hundred  and  some  odd  whites  voted,  according  to 
fiiy  peooDeotion,  and  tliiYteen  himdared  and  some,  odd  negroes. 

QmeatUm,  What  was  your  minority  for  sheriff  f 

Afuwer.  About  six  hundred. 

Qaettum.  Tou  complained  that  certaan  gentlemen  refused  to  sign  your  bond  when 
yoa  wete  elected? 

Answer.  I  did  not  complain;  I  said  they  did  not  do  it. 

QfUsUon.  You  told  the  eommittee  that  they  refrised  to  do  itf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

(fiaestien.  Were  they  under  any  obligation  to  sign  your  bond  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of  particularly. 

Question.  What  was  your  object  in  telling  the  committee  that,  as  a  part  of  the  com- 
plaint against  the  county,  if  those  ^en  were  under  no  obligation  to  sign  your  bondf 

Answer.  They  were  friends  of  mine,  as  I  thought,  and  I  went  to  them  as  such,  and 
asked  them  to  sign  my  bond.  I  thought  lAiey  were  rather  conservative ;  I  thoM^t 
they  were  not  opposing  the  Government  m  uiy  way,  and  I  thought  for  that  reason  they 
noight  sign  my  bond.  1  approached  them  on  that  subject,  and  they  made  the  proposi- 
tion to  me  that  I  stated.  I  refused  to  accept  tiie  proposition,  as  I  thought  it  an  unfair 
one,  and  I  said  no  more  about  it.        . 

QuestUm.  Give  the  names  of  those  men  who  made  the  j^opo  sition,  and  state  the  prop- 
osition tkait  was  made. 

Answer.  The  principal  man  was  W.  H.  Pileher. 

Questhn.  Is  he  still  living  there  f 

Anmeer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who eiael 

Answer.  He  is  the  only  man  I  went  to  in  person.  He  went  to  see  the  two  Mr.  Well- 
boms. 

Question.  State  the  proposition  they  made  to  you. 

Answer.  Dr.  Piloher  stated  the  proposition.  He  said  that  if  I  would  write  a  letter 
declaring  myself  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  he  thought  he  could  go  on  the  bond,  and  that 
the  two  Mr.  WeUboms  would  go  on  it.  I  told  him  that  I  thought  I  oould  get  my  bond 
without  doinff  that:  that  there  were  some  gentlemen  who  promised  me  to  go  on  my 
bend  b^ore  iwas  elected  if  it  was  necessary  &a  them  to  do  so  in  order  £ar  me  to  take 
possession  iof  the  office. 

Question.  And  these  men  who  had  promised  you  beforehand  did  afterwards  go  upon 
yoor  bondf 

Answ^.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  go  in  the  first  place  to  Doctor  Pileher  and  the  Wellboms,  in- 
flt^Ad  of  the  men  who  nad  promised  yon  oeforehand  to  do  so. 

Answer.  Well,  there  were  circumstances  why  these  friends  of  mine  did  not  want  to 
go  on  the  bond ;  but  they  said  that  in  the  last  resort  tiiey  would  do  so. 

Question.  Was  it  any  special  ground  of  complaint  agamst  the  men  you  have  men- 
tioned that  they  refrised  to  ^o  on  your  bond  f 

Answer.  OjUO,  I  thought  it  was  perfectly  right.    I  made  no  complaint. 

Question.  What  was  your  object  m  setting  forth  that  matter  in  your  direct  examina- 
tion f    You  were  not  asked  by  the  chairman  anything  about  it. 

Answer.  I  would  like  to  have  the  reporter  read  the  question  that  was  put  to  me  by 
the  chairman,  and  the  answer  which  I  eave.  [The  evidence  referred  to  was  read  by 
the  reporter,  as  already  siven.]  The  chairman  asked  me  to  give  a  history  of  affiurs 
at  that  x>eriod,  and  the  leelinff  of  the  people  at  that  time.  My  object  in  making  the 
stat^nent  I  did  in  re^  to  uiat  question  was  this  :  The  people,  since  my  election, 
since  I  turned  '^  radical,''  as  they  term  it,  denounce  me  as  a  scoundrel  ,*  previous  to  that 
they  looked  upon  me  as  being  a  gentleman.  Dr.  Pileher  and  these  two  gentlemen 
named  Wellborn  had  rather  intimated  that  if  I  was  elected  they  would  sign  my  bond ; 
and  I  wanted  them  to  ^gn  it,  as  th#y  were  not  so  radical  as  others  were.  I  wanted, 
as  &r  as  possible,  to  go  before  the  people  with  the  same  respectability  that  I  had  al- 
ways bad— not  saying  that  l^e  men  who  did  sign  my  bond  filially  were  not  gentlemen ; 
they  were  just  as  much  gentlemen  as  the  others.  But  they  were  denounced,  as  I  after  - 
ward  was,  as  scoundrels,  for  political  opinion  alone. 

r^hbBStkm.  At  that  tima  what  pr<H>erty  had  you  in  the  county  subject  to  execution  t 
'  jMswer.  I  had  three  houses  and  lots  in  the  town  of  Warrenton.  -^ 
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Question.  Worth  how  mnch  t 

Answer.  Not  worth  maob;  I  soppose  the  whole  of  them  were  woirth  probably  a 
couple  of  thoosaDd  dollars. 

Question.  Had  you  any  other  property  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  except  notes,  acoonnts,  &o. 

Question.  Your  whole  visible  estate  subject  to  ezecnticm  in  tiie  county  was  woith 
about  $2,000 T 

Aimcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  your  bond  as  sheriff! 

Anstoer.  Twenty  thonand  dollars. 

Question.  You  had  the  taxes  of  the  ocmnty  to  collect  as  well  as  executions  thafr  eame 
into  your  hands  t  • 

Answer.  I  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  collecting  the  taxes. 

QaestUm.  Who  collected  the  taxes  f  % 

Anstoer.  The  tax  collector  and  receiver.    . 

Question.  Is  that  a  separate  office  in  Georgia  from  the  office  of  sheriff  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  two  separate  offices  Connected  with  the  tax  bnsinesB* 

Qt^estion.  You  gave  your  bond  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  your  office  T  ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  the  judge  of  your  circuit? 

Ansiver.  Judge  Gamett  Anc&ews. 

Question.  A  republican  or  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  A  republican. 

Question.  A  good  judge  or  a  bad  onef 


Anwer.  Well,  sir,  he  was  a  ver^  good  judge.  He  had  been  a  judge  there  during  tb6 
war,  and  he  made  a  very  good  judge.  He  is  a  very  nice  gentleman.  He  is  a -good 
judge ;  but  like  all  the  balance  of  the  public  officers,  he  could  not  do  anything  in  tbeae 
matters. 

Question.  Who  is  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  your  county  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Matthews^I  cannot  state  his  first  name  correctly— Is  our  sc^citor. 

Question.  Is  he  a  democrat  or  a  republican  f 

Answer.  He  is  called  a  republican. 

Question.  Who  is  the  cleric  of  your  circuit  court  f 

Anstoer.  R.  M.  Wilder. 

Question.  Is  he  a  democrat  or  a  republican  t 

Answer.  He  was  elected  on  the  republican  ticket.  He  has  nothing  to  do  with  politics 
at  all.    He  is  a  quiet  man. 

Question.  So  that  your  judge,  your  prosecuting  attorney,  your  clerk;  and  your  sheriff 
were  all  republicans  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  officers  in  the  county  were  elected  on  the  same  ticket  with 
myself. 

Question.  And  these  officers  continued  in  office  as  long  as  yon  oontinued  to  hold  tho 
office  of  sheriff  T  . 

Aiufwer,  Yes,  sir.  o 

Question.  And  they  were  all  elected  as  republicans  at  the  same  time  you  wereeleetedt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  elected  on  the  republican  ticket ;  I  did  not  say  tiiat  tbey 
were  elected  as  republicans. 

Questi(m.  Are  they  all  republicans  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  sav  that  thev  are. 

Question.  Are  they  democrats  f 

Answer.  I  think  uiey  are. 

Question,  Which  of  them  are  democrats! 

Answer.  All  of  them. 

Question.  Have  they  all  turned  since  ^ 

Answer,  They  were  democrats  then. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  all  of  these  men  deceived  the  people  by  pretend- 
ing to  be  republicans,  and  were  elected  upon  the  republican  ticket  when  they  were  In 
fact  democrats  !  ♦ 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  did. 

Question.  Did  they  profess  to  be  democrats  when  they  ran  on  the  republican  Hokelf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  - 

Question.  Did  they  so  avow  themselves? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  democrats  run  against  them  on  the  democratic  ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion,  And  you  think  you  were  the  only  genuine  republican  elected— tiie  only, 
man  on  either  side  who  called  himself  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  The  only  man  who  stuck  to  it.  C^  r\r 

Question.  You  were  the  only  man  at  that  election  who  oall^^<iA(8mVrepubH<»nt 

Answer,  No,  sir. 
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Querthn,  Did  the  jndge  call  himself  a  republican  at  that  tiAef 

Amwer,  He  was  not  elected;  onrjndgeeareappointedby  the  goveinor  and  approve 
bythe  senate. 

Question,  Is  the  Jndge  a  republican  still  t 

Answer,  I  think  he  is  if  he  conld  speak  the  sentiments  of  his  conscience. 

Qumtion.  Did  the  prosecuting  attorney,  Mr.  Mtttthews,  rnn  as  a  democrat  on  the  re- 
publican ticket  t 

AnstDcr,  He  got  his  ofiQce  in  the  same  way  as  the  judge. 

QuestUm.  Was  he  appointed  by  the  goVemor  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Huestien,  Tou  stated  they  were  elected  at  the  Bsaam  time  as  yourself  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  said  they  were  elected.  The  judge  is  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor and  approved  by  the  senate,  and  so  is  the  solicitor. 

QuesHtm.  Ajad  they  are  still  republicans  t 

Anstcer,  I  cannot  say  as  to  their  acts  now.  I  can  only  say  what  I  believe  they  would 
be  if  they  were  allowed  to  speak  thedr  opinions  freely. 

Question,  Is  Mr.  Wilder,  the  clerk,  -a  republican  or  a  democrat  T 

Answer.  He  is  a  man  wno  does  not  deal  in  politics  at  all. 

(i^estion,  Was  he  elected  at  the  same  time  as  yourself! 

Answer.  Yea,  sir.  He  was  nominated  both  by  the  republicans  and  the  democrats  the 
last  time,  and  was  reelected  to  ofiSce. 

QuestUnu  So  that  the  machinery  of  your  courts  during  all  your  term  of  service  was 
under  the  control  of  the  republican  party  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  republican  party  had  any  contnd.  These  officers  were, 
aa  I  said,  republicims  in  feeling  ;•  thev  made  no  demonstrations  at  all ;  thev  were  just 
moderate  and  honest  men — ^men  wiUiug  to  abide  by  the  law  and  support  the  Govern- 
ment.  • 

QuesUon.  Did  you  make  any  more  demonstrations  than  they  did  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  courts  were  held  while  you  -v^ere  in  office  t 

Answer.  One.  ^ 

Question,  Only  one? 

Ansukr.  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  Wnen  was  that  held  T 

Answer.  In  October,  1868. 

QnKsHon,  Did  any  of  those  offenses  of  which  you  have  spoken  occur  after  you  came 
into  office  and  before  your  court  was  held  f 

Answer,  Some  of  them. 

QuesUon.  Which? 

Answer,  The  one  in  particular  which  I  can  mention  from  a  circumstance  liiat  I  have 
never  forgotten,  is  the  case  of  the  negro  who  was  whipped  to  death  near  Jameson 
school-house.    That  occurred  on  Sunday  night  and  the  court  met  on  Monday. 

Question,  That  was  done  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  for  one  of  the  party  that  was  along  told  me  they  whipped  the  negro 
to  death. 

QttetfiM.  Was  he  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  When  did  he  tell  you  that ;  before  the  court  was  held  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  since.  Another  circumstance  which  I  remember  is,  that  some  one 
wrote  me  a  letter  (no  name  was  sisned  to  it)  stating^  that  this  colored  man  had  been 
whipped  to  death,  and  telling  me  that  I  ought  to  brmg  the  matter  before  the  court. 
The  letter  told  me  to  notify  Judge  Andrews,  (the  writer  of  the  letter  seemed  to  know 
him,)  and  to  send  the  coroner  down  to  hold  an  inquest.  The  letter  gave  me  the  names 
of  some  witnesses  who  would  swear  to  the  facts  as  to  the  parties  that  whipped  the 
negro  to  death.  I  went  to  the  coroner  and  told  him  the  circumstance.  He  did  not  go 
down.  I  went  to  the  solicitor,  Mr.  Matthews,  when  he  came,  and  showed  him  the  let- 
ter ;  I  also  showed  it  to  the  judge. 

Question,  Were  any  of  those  named  in  the  letter  summoned  there  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  none  at  all. 

Quieetiion,  Was  the  letter  laid  before  the  grand  jury  T 

Answer,  I  never  heard  anything  more  of  it ;  nothing  was  done  about  it. 

Question,  Did  you  go  before  the  grand  jury  and  communicate  the  fiacts  which  had 
come  to  your  knowledge,  and  lay  before  tnem  the  letter  you  had  received  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  my  business. 

Question,  You  were  sheriff  of  the  county ;  why  was  it  not  your  business  t 

Answer,  Becaose  I  could  not  be  a  witness ;  the  iactA  had  not  come  to  my  knowledge; 
I  had  nothing  but  the  report. 

Question.  CovlCL  you  not  have  laid  the  letter  before  the  grand  jury  t 

Answer,  That  was  none  of  my  business ;  it  was  the  solicitor's  business,  or  it  was  the 
I  judge's  business  to  order  the  solicitor  to  do  it ;  and  it  was  his  business  to  issue  a  sum- 
mons for  the  parties  whose  names  were  given  in  the  letter. 
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Question,  Yoa  did  not  do  it  yourself  7 
Jnamer.  Nos  sir. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 
Question,  Tou  gave  the  letter  to  the  pioeeoiitiiig  att(aiL6yf 
Answer.  Yes,  eir. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  When  were  you  shot  T 

Answer,  In  November,  1868, 1  think;  I  cannot  be  precise  as  to  dates. 

Question,  When  did  yoa  leave  tl^e  county  of  Warren  for  the  last  time  to  remove  to 
Atlanta?  ^ 

Answer,  I  am  not  certain,  but  think  it  was  June,  1870« 

Question.  More  than  a  year  a^7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  yon  been  back  in  Warren  County  since  f 

Ansicer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Have  any  of  the  cases  of  killine  which  you  have  mentioned  occurred  since 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1870,  or  within  uie  last  eighteen  months!  If  so,  which  of 
themf 

Ansicer,  The  case  that  I  mentioned  of  a  man  killed  on  the  Hancock  side  of  tlio 
Ogechee  Elver 

Question,  I  am  speaking  of  the  county  of  Warren.  If  any  of  the  cases  you  have 
mentioned  as  occurring  in  that  county  have  happened  since  January,  1870, 1  wai^  you 
to  state  it. 

Ansu)er,  I  do  not  know  that  any  case  I  have  mentioned  where  any  man  was  killed  in 
the  county  has  occurred  since  I  left  there,  except  the  one  that  was  killed  in  Warybnton 
about  three  weeks  ago. 

Question,  That  was  a  fight,  I  believe ;  there  were  no  disguised  men  concerned  in  th||t 
caset 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  That  occurred  in  broad  daylight  f 

Ansuier,  No.  sir ;  it  was  in  the  night. 

Question,  Tnere  was  no  disguise  in  that  case  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  con^ct  was  between  two  men  only  f 

Answer,  There  was  no  one  concerned,  I  believe,  except  the  two  men;  other  parties 
were  standing  looking  on. 

Question,  aaa  there  been  any  case  of  killing  by  disguised  men  in  the  county  of 
Warren  since  the  1st  of  January,  1870  ?  If  you  know  of  any  such  case  I  want  you 
to  state  it,  and  if  you  do  not  know  of  any,  I  want  you  to  say  so. 

Answer,  As  a  matter  of  course  I  do  not  know,  because  I  have  not  been  there. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any? 

Answer,  I  cannot  name  a  case  now .  that  I  have  heard  of  positively.  If  the  evi- 
dence is  to  be  read  over  to  me,  I  may  recollect  someuiing  about  that  matter  and  insert  i^ 

Question,  State  now  what  you  know ;  we  want  no  psyching  up  of  the  evidence  afiier- 
ward. 

Aiiswer,  I  do  not  recolleot  now  having  stated  that  I  knew  of  any  being  killed  there 
within  that  period. 

Question,  So  that  the  casesyou  have  spoken  of  as  occurring  in  the  county  of  Wairen, 
occurred  prior  to  January,  18? 0  T 

AneufOf,  All  the  cases  I  have  stated  of  men  being  killed  occurred,  according  to  my 
present  recollection,  before  that  time. 

QuesUon,  The  case  of  the  attack  on  yourself  was  in  November,  1868  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  the  killing  of  Dr.  Darden  t 

Answer.  That  was  in  March,  1869;  I  recollect  that  distinct^. 

Question,  And  of  the  other  cases,  some  were  as  early  as  1867, 1  believe  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  have  stated  any  case  of  killing  in  1867 ;  I  do  not  recollect 
now  positively  that  I  did. 

Question.  The  shooting  of  yourself  by  the  Codys— did  you  call  that  a  Ku-EHux  caset 

Answer.  I  understood  that  they  were  disguised ;  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  disguise. 

Question.  They  had  nothing  over  their  £q^s,  but  merely  something  thrown  over  their 
heads? 

Answer.  They  had  about  a  ywd  of  cambric. 

Question.  Their  fEMses  were  not  covered  with  it  t 

Answer,  It  was  tied  over  their  faces  in  a  kind  of  bonnet  fashion:  and  when  they  were 
looking  right  straight  at  me,  and  when  their  guns  fired^  I  could  discover  their  mce^  by 
the  flash  of  their  guns. 

Question,  Their  moes  were  undisguised  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  their  heads  were  muffled  up  with  this  cambric. 
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QuwHan.  There  were  three  of  thoee  men,  yoa  tfau&f 

Answer,  I  saw  three.  There  appeared  to  be  a  dozen  when  they  eommeDoed  nmiiiig. 
There  were  three  who  shot  at  me. 

Question,  What  quarrel  had  yon  had  with  them  before  that  f  '. 

Answer,  I  had  had  previous  to  that  some  diffioolties  with  ^em. 
.  Question,  What  was  the  character  of  those  difficnltiee? 

Answer,  I  had  been  attacked  a  time  or  two ;  in  fact  I  was  attacked  by  one  of  them 
one  day.  I  had  an  execntion  against  one  of  them  in  my  own  r^ht,  and  I  went  to  have 
that  levied  upon  some  propeirty  that  he  had  sold.  He  came  out  and  attacked  and 
abused  me  a  good  deal  about  it  I  gave  him  a  kick  f  that  was  sXl ;  he  went  off.  He 
was  armed.    They  had  attacked  mo  sereial  thnes  snd  abused  me  fbr  being  a  radical. 

Question.  The  Codys  had? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  whole  crowd  of  them  when  they  would  be  drunk.  In  faxst  they 
attacked  myself  and  Senator  Adkins  in  a  show  there ;  and  I  thought  they  were  going 
to  kill  us  both.    There  were  some  dozen  of  them— they  and  some  other  parties. 

Qmesiifm,  You  never  came  to  blows  with  any  of  th^n  except  the  one  you  kicked  f 

Answer,  No,  air. 

QnesHon,  Which  one  was  it  you  kicked  f 

Answer,  That  was  a  Cody ;  but  none  of  these  I  have  named. 

Qvtestuyn*  And  that  was  the  extent  of  your  quarrel  with  this  Cody  family,  three  of 
wiiom  you  think  shot  you  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  I  never  had  any  quarr^.  I  never  quarreled  with  that  man.  He 
abtised  me  a  good  deal  and  I  kicked  him.    I  neVer  passea  any  words  with  him. 

QvestUm,  I  believe  you  said  that  on  the  night  when  yon  were  shot  you  had  been  out 
in  the  country  arresting  somebody  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  said  I  had  beidn  out  in  town  on  duty  connected  with  my  office. 

QnesHon,  Do  you  remembw  what  duty  you  were  doing  that  night  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  state  it  positively.  But  I  know  there  was  a  man  down  there  ftom 
New  York,  on  some  business  f  I  cannot  give  his  name,  and  I  cannot  state  his  business ; 
but  I  know  I  was  with  him  until  between  10  and  11  o'clock.  Generally  after  going 
home  at  night  to  my  supper  I  did  not  go  out  again.  I  was  afraid  to  go  out  at  night. 
Being  engaged  with  this  gentleman  on  that  business/ 1  had  rather  forgotten  myself. 
I  am  satisfied,  since  I  have  oeen  shot,  that  those  men  had  waylaid  me  several  times  on 
the  same  street,  to  shoot  me.  When  out  at  night  I  always  went  home  in  company 
with  other  parties,  mostly  with  Mr.  Wellborn,  and  that  prevented  me  from  being  shot. 
I  am  now  satisfied  of  that  because  I  had  heard  noises  in  that  same  locality.  When  I 
was  shot  I  had  some  parties  go  down,  (Dr.  Darden  was  one,)  and  examine  the  ground, 
and  he  said  it  was  trampled  a  good  deal :  he  said  that  alongside  the  fence  where  they 
shot,  the  ground  looked  as  if  people  had  been  tramping  abont  there  fbr  a  considerable 
time. 

Question,  Because  of  the  trampled  condition  of  the  ground  you  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  that  was  a  place  where  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  trying  to  waylay  yout 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  had  heard  a  noise  there  before  when  I  was  gomg  home  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Wellborn  and  other  gentlemen  that  liyed  in  my  part  of  the  town.  I 
am  satisfied  that  those  men  had  been  waylaying  me  there  be&re.  On  one  night  in 
particular  I  heard  a  noise,  and  1  jfchought  there  were  calves  over  in  the  lot.  I  went 
next  morning  to  the  gentleman  who  owned  the  lot,  and  told  him  that  I  thought  I 
heard  some  calves  the  night  before  in  his  patoh,  and  that  he  had  better  go  and  bee  to 
it.  He  went  and  reported  l^at  tiiere  was  no  chance  for  calves  or  an^rthing  of  that 
kind  to  got  in.  I  am  satisfied  now,  in  my  own  mind,  that  these  parties  or  some  others 
were  waylaying  me  there  at  that  time. 

Question,  You  say  that  those  men  who  took  Dr.  Darden  out  of  jail  were  disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  them  when  they  came  to  my  house. 

QuesWm,  Have^ou  ever  seen  any  disguised  men  except  those  who  shot  yon,  and 
those  who  killed  Dr.  Darden  J  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  and  where  ? 

Answer,  I  have  seen  tbem  there  in  the  town. 

Question,  Whenf 

Answer,  I  have  seen  them  there  the  latter  part  of  1867,  and  in  1868,  and  up  to  the 
time  I  left  therein  1869.  * 

Question.  What  were  they  doing  when  you  saw  them  t 

Answer,  They  seemed  to  be  organizing  and  preparing  to  go  into  the  country ;  and 
generally  when  they  left  and  went  intp  tne  country  I  heard  the  next  day  of  outrages, 
whippings,  &c.,  by  some  unknown  parties. 

Question.  Were  these  disguised  men  riding  or  walking  T 

Answer.  Biding.  ^^  l 

QmesUinL  Did  you  see  them  in  the  day-time  or  at  night  f        Digitized  by  LjOOg  IC 

Answar.  Always  at  night. 

Question.  Did  they  come  by  your  house  or  did  yon  see  them  when  yon  were  out.  in 
the  street! 
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Arutcer,  They  have  come  by  my  house  and  I  bare  seen  IJlem  in  the  rtreeti 

Qtceition.  Inbandsf 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHmi,  How  many  .together? 

Anstoer.  Well,  I  have  seen  fLxxn  twen^  to  fifty. 

Question.  In  the  streets  of  Warrenton  f 

Anstoer,  Yes.  sir. 

QufstUm.  When  did  yon  last  see  snch  bands  of  men  there  f 

Answer,  I  think  the  last  crowd  I  saw  was  in  Febmary,  1869— no,  I  am  mistaken  ^  i 
beUeve  the  last  that  I  saw  that  I  can  now  call  to  my  attention  was  on  the  m^^  that 
they  went  ont  to  kill  and  bnm  the  son  of  old  Mr.  Jeffers. 

Question,  When  was  that  f 
.  Answer,  In  1868, 1  believe. 

Question,  The  last  yon  saw  of  them  was  abont  that  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  that  was  the  last  I  can  recollect.  I  saw  some  rueok  orgiuo- 
izing  that  niffht  in  town.  Myself  and  another  gentleman  were  together.  I  have  Seen 
so  mnch  of  these  things  and  have  been  throiiffh  so  much  that  it  is  impossible  §oc  me 
to  state  positively  the  times.  That  night  myself  and  a  ^entieman  by  the  name  of  Dr. 
Walker,  who  married  a  consin  of  my  wife,  were  standing  talking  together.  These 
men  came  in,  quite  a  number,  into  town.  They  were  apparently  organizing  in  <^  oer- 
tain  place.  They  werenot  disguised  at  that  time.  They  came  in  and  put  their  hoTaes  1b 
the  livery  stable.  He  and  I  stood  and  watched  them  for  a  time,  and  he  said  to  me^ 
'*  Those  men  are  up  to  something ;  thbre  is  goine  to  be  something  done,  and  I  wonkl 
advise  you  to  ^  home  j  I  don't  believe  it  is  ^e  for  yon  to  be  ont  here."  I  told  him  I 
did  not  think  it  was  either,  and  that  I  would  go  home.  He  said  he  would  go  home, 
and  I  think  he  did.  From  where  we  were  I  had  to  go  by  the  court-house ;  and  I 
stopped  in  the  court-house  yard  some  time  until  these'  men  had  put  on  their  masks  ^«nd 
got  on  their  horses  and  started  in  the  country.  I  did  not  see  which  waytkeyweoe 
going.    The  next  morning  I  heard  of  this  colored  man  being  shot  and  burned. 

QSesiion,  It  was  in  March,  1869,  that  Wallace  was  killed  by  Dardenf 

Ansv)€r,  Yes,  sir.  I  believe  so. 

QtiestUm.  Was  tne  killing  of  Wallace  kijopen  day  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  at  9  o'clock  in  the  mommg ;  so  they  told  me. 

Quartion,  Yon  were  at  that  time  out  in  the  country  atresting  some  one  f 

Ansvoer,  Yes,  sir. 

QnesHom.  In  a  rape  case  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  ordered  to  go  there  by  a  Mr.  Pottle,  a  lawyer  of  the  town  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  the  prosecutor  and  the  man  wno  wrote  out  the  warrant  for 
the  parties. 

QueeUofh,  When  yon  came  back  yon  found  that  Wallace  was  killed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qiie9t<<m.  Wallace  had  threatened  Dardenf 

Answer,  I  understand  so. 

Question,  But  had  confined  himself  to  publishing  him  in  the  pi^^  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  published  him  in  the  pax>er. 

QuesUon,  According  to  what  yon  have  heard  was  Wallaoe  at  the  time  he  was  killed 
maKing  any  demonstration  on  Dr.  Diffden  f 

Answer,  None  at  all ;  so  parties  told  me ;  he  was  walking  along  the  street. 

Question,  Unarmed  or  armed  f 

Answer,  Armed  with  a  pistol:  so  the  gentleman  told  me  who  saw  Darden  wiien  he 
shot  Wallace. 

Question,  He  told  you  that  Wallace  had  a  pistol  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  He  was  making  no  attempt  to  use  it  f 

Answer,  None  at  all. 

Qu^estion,  Dardon  shot  him  with  a  double-barreled  shot-gun  f 

Answev,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  on  tiie  same  side  of  the  street  or  on  opposite  sides  f 

Answer.  On  the  same  side  of  the  street  ,*  Darden's  office  was  on  the  second  floor,  right 
on  the  comer,  and  there  were  some  steps  that  went  up  to  it;  it  was  a  low  buildinii:; 
I  suppose  the  platform  that  went  into  his  office  was  about  eight  feet  high  from  the 
street;  he  was  in  his  office  when  he  saw  Wallace  coming  on  the  street,  right  in  front 
of  his  office ;  he  walked  ont  on  that  platform 

Question.  Eight  feet  above  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  and  shot  him  from  th^re;  the  first  time  ha  did  not  throw  hini)  so 
the  gentleman  told  me,  who  was  standing  at  the  court-honso,  where  he  could  see;  he 
struck  him  somewhere  about  the  shoulder ;  and  Wallace  then  put  his  hand  to  draw  his 
pistol ;  then  Dr.  Darden  ran  down  the  steps,  and  shot  him  in  the  head. 

Question,  Wallace  had  made  no  effort  to  draw  his  pistol  till  after  he  was  shot! 
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Afisiper,  ThiSLgontleinan  did  not  tell  me  he  had. 

Question,  Is  it  Known  that  Wallace  saw  Darden  before  he  received  the  first  shot  f 

Answer,  This  gentleman  who  told  me  said  that  Wallace  conld  not  help  seeine  him — 
conld  not  come  along  without  seeing  him,  because  he  e«ne  right  along  in  ixm  view ; 
he  said  that  he  saw  them  both,  and  that  Wallace  was  bound  to  see  Darden— could  not 
help  it ;  I  asked  him  that  question  particularly.  * 

Question.  Darden  was  eight  feet  aooye  Wallace,  on  the  platform  T 

Answer.  Yee,  sir ;  and  Wallace  was  coming  along— I  suppose  twenty  feet  in  fircmt  of 
him  when  he'was  shot ;  in  fact,  t^e  gentlemen  told  me  where  Wallace  was  standing. 

Question.  Wallace  was  shot  when  he  was  making  no  resistance  and  no  attack,  as  you 
understood  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  not  that  regarded  by  people  there  as  a  cold-blooded  assassination  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  they  looked  upon  it  at  alL 

Qmsstknu  Did  you  not  understand  that  eTerybody  regarded  it  as  an  assassination, 
wttiieut  giving  a  man  any  chance  at  all  f 

Anmver,  I  do  not  understand  it  that  way. 

Question.  How  did  the  people  regard  the  conduct  of  Darden  in  shooting  Wallace  under 
those  ciroumstanoesf 

Answer.  The  people  that  belonged  to  Wallace^s  Ku-KJux  crowd  (Wallace  was  captaia 
of  the  company  there)  looked  upon  it  as  an  outrage— a  willfhl  murder  or  assassination, 
oiheis  did  not ;  numbers  of  others  said  that  they  cud  not  blame  Dr.  Darden ;  that  they 
were  satisfied  Wallace  would  have  killed  hiin,  and  intended  to  kill  him ;  I,  myself, 
wouM  shoot  you  or  anybody  else  if  I  was  satisfied  that  you  had  said  what  I  understood 
that  Wallace  had  said  in  r^^ard  to  Darden,  because  I  would  expect  you  to  kill  me,  and 
I  would  kill  you  in  self-defence ;  that  is  my  understanding. 

Question.  You  would  do  that  without  |B;iying  any  show  at  all  to  the  man  you  shot, 
and  without  waiting  for  anv  demonstration  to  be  made  f 

Answer,  I  would  not  waylay  you,  but  I  would  meet  you  on  the  street  and  shoot  yon 
the  first  time  I  saw  you.  I  think  if  a  man  is  justifiable  in  anything,  he  is  justified  in 
anything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Tou  belieye  in  redressing  grievances  without  going  through  the  forms  of 
lawt 

Answer.  I  do  when  a  man  makes  a  declaration  of  that  kind ;  but  I  believe  in  law  and 
order. 

Question,  Still  you  would  go  out  and  shoot  a  man  on  the  street  who  had  made  a  threat 
against  yonf 

Answer.  A  man  who  had  threatened  he  would  kill  met 

QumtUm.  Yes,  sir. 

Anstcer.  I  certainly  would ;  and  I  think  any  man  else  would  do  it. 

Question.  You  think  that  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Darden  in  killing  Wallace  in  the  way 
you  have  described  was  entirely  justifiable  t 

Ansu^er.  If  the  information  I  have  received  be  true,  it  is,  if  anything  in  the  world 
would  be  justifiable ;  and  Wallace  being  known  as  a  murderer  himself  would  be  a 
better  reason  for  so  doing,  and  the  fact  of  his  being  known  to  belong  to  that  organiza- 
tion. It  was  his  own  declaration  that  he  commanded  the  company  that  went  out  and 
killed  and  burned  this  negro.    That  was  hie  own  declaration. 

Question.  Made  to  whom?  • 

Answer.  Made  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  day  before  Dr.  Darden  killed  Wallace.  Mr.  Jones 
told  me  so  in  the  i>resence  of  another  gentleman. 

QmesUon.  That  night  when,  as  you  stated,  the  taking  out  and  killing  of  Dr.  Darden 
occurred,  you  started  to  Atlanta? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  went  to  Augusta  that  night. 

Question.  And  you  went  from  Augusta  to  AUanta  f 

Answer,  Yes^  sir. 

Question.  After  you  got  to  Atlanta  you  applied  for  soldiers  and  got  them  f 

Answer.  I  got  them  before  I  went  back,  but  it  took  some  time  to  do  it. 

QuesUon.  You  took  them  with  you  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  went  down  and  I  remained  at  Atlanta  for  some  time  i^terward. 

Question.  They  were  at  Warrenton  when  you  got  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  I  took  a  guard  of  soldiers  with  me  when  I  did  go. 

QmesHon,  And  sent  some  in  advance  f 

Answer*  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  when*you  got^back  you  commenced  arresting  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Question.  How  many  did  you  arrest  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  positively.  I  think  I  arrested  two  or  three,  or  four  or  five ;  I 
4o  not  know  positively  now,  there  have  been  so  many  ins  and  outs,  and  everything 
of  that  sort ;  out  I  know  I  did  arrest  some  and  put  them  in  Jail.  ^ 

Question.  You  arrested  thom  by  the  ud  of  the  soldiers  f 


222        CONDITION   OF  AFFAIBS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Answer,  I  arrested  them  myBelf,  bat  I  oanM  Htkt  BMien  with  me. 

QuegHon.  From -whom  did  you  get  the  warrants  for  their  arteit  f 

Anmcer,  I  think  the  warrants,  when  I  went  down  4^  &rst  time,  were  issaed  hj  Mr. 
Smith,  a  notary  public  in  Folton  County.  I  got  the  warrante  in  Atlanta  before  I  weat 
down,  and  had  them  with  me  when  I  went. 

Qumti4m.  They  were  issued  by  a  notary  pnWc  t 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

'QuesHan,  Why  did  yon  not  have  them  issued  by  your  own  judges  or  jujitices  f 

Answer.  They  were  not  convenient,  and  the  other  answers  the  same  purpose  in  our 
State. 

QuesHan.  Those  warrants  were  issued  in  Atlanta? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Upon  your  affldardtf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  are  your  affidavits  and  warrants  now  f    What  officer  has  them  t 

Ansioer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Did  the  notary  public  give  the  warrants  to  yon  to  execute  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  authority  of  the  notary  public  in  Atlanta  to  issaa  wttrrants  in 
armting  people,  reach  all  oyer  the  State  f 

Answer.  For  those  crimes. 

Question.  For  the  crime  of  murder  or  any  other  crime  f 

Answer.  Not  '^  any  other  crime.''    I  say  for  those  crimes. 

QuesHoH.  For  the  crime  of  morder  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  understanding  of  the  law. 

Question.  The  law  of  Georf^a  or  the  law  oTthe  United  States  f 

Answer.  The  law  of  Georgia. 

Question.  Can  a  notary  public  of  a  county,  under  tiiie  low  of  Georgia,  issue  his  wwh 
rant  for  a  murderer  anywhere  and  send  it  to  any  pare  of  tiie  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  my  understanding.  In  other  words  I  will  answer  it  in  this 
way :  If  a  murder  was  committed,  and  I  knew  the  fact,  and  wanted  to  take  out  a 
warrant  and  prosecute  the  parties,  then  wherever  I  mig^t  find  a  notary  public  <a  jm* 
tice  of  the  peace,  or  any  officer  in  our  State  authorised  to  issue  warrants,  I  could  go  t» 
him  and  demand  a  warrant,  by  giving  the  name  of  the  party  that  committed  (be 
crime,  the  name  of  the  party  kiUed  or  injured,  and  the  county  that  it  was  done  in.  I 
could  swear  out  a  warrant  and  give  it  to  an  officer  and  hare  the  party  arrested  any- 
where in  the  State.  The  party  can  then  go  before  any  of  these  officers  in  any  ooanty 
in  the  State,  and,  if  it  is  a  banable  case,  give  bond  for  his  ajqiecyrsnce  before  the  court 
having  jurisdiction  to  try  the  case  in  the  county  where  the  crime  was  committed. 
That  &  our  law. 

Question.  The  only  warrant  you  had  was  the  warrant  issued  by  the  notary  public  in 
Atlanta  f 

Answer,  Yes^  sir. 

Qtiestum.  With  that  you  went  down  and  arrested  the  menf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  return  what  you  had  done,  before  what  officer?  [Wit- 
ness hesitates.]    To  whom  did  you  mi^e  a  return  of  the  arrests  you  had  made  f 

Anstcer.  1  made  no  return  at  all,  except  on  the  warrant.  The  return  is  always  msde 
upon  the  warrant. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  make  that  return  t 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :)  ' 

Question.  Before  whom  did  you  bring  the  men  t 
Answer,  I  made  the  return  on  the  warrant,  that  I  had  arrested  so  and  so,  and  dat 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  Before  whom  did  you  return  those  men  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  I  returned  them  before  Mr.  Gibson,  a  notary  public  in  Wj 
Ceuni^,  where  the  crime  was  committed. 

QviesUon.  That  is  your  recollection  f 

Answer.  Some  of  the  parties,  when  I  airested  them,  I  earned  before  Gibsoa  i 
attested  their  bonds.   Some  of  the  parties  sued  out  writs-ef^bo^Mwoorptca.  Writs  of  I 
corpus  in  my  State  always  come  before  the  ordinary  process.    Some  parties  give  i 
before  the  ordinary  and  some  before  the  notary  pubhc  in  the  county. 

Question.  You  think  you  returned  all  these  warrants  before  a  man  named  Gifa 
notary  public — you  returned  the  warrants  with  the  returns  upon  them  to  hhu^  eta^ 
what  you  had  done  with  the  men  f  ^  r^  \ 

Answer.  No,  sir,  these  men  were  bron^t  before  him.  Digitized  by  vjOO^I^ 

Question.  By  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  approved  the  amounts  of  their  bonds.    As  for  the  warrarM 
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I  oonld  not  say  who  has  them.    Aooording  to  the  heat  of  my  xecoilleotkmi  they  were 
left  with  my  papers  in  my  office. 

^mrtioti.  iHdyoaretamtbemtoMr.QibeonT 

Ansftfeti  No,  sir :  Mr.  Gihaon  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Question,  Who  had  f 

Answer.  The  warrants  belonged  to  me  or  to  the  sheriffs  office. 

Qtiettton.  And  the  returns  are  made  on  the  warrant  of  arrest  f 

AnBw0r»  Yes>  «ir. 

•  Quutiom,  Did  yon  not  take  the  warrant  with  the  return  to  some  officer  to  deliyer  it 
with  the  prisoners  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesUtm.  Yon  kept  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  you  kept  the  warrant  in  this  ease  yourself  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  get  these  men  before  the  military  f 

Answer.  I  never  got  Imt  «tte  beinre  the  militacy. 

Question.  Who  was  he  f 

Answer.  A  man  named  Martin.  After  all  this  trouble  that  oceorred  with  these  par- 
ties— when  I  had  got  all  the  information,  as  I  thought,  that  would  convict  the  parties 
of  the  killing  of  Dr.  Darden,  I  went  to  Atlanta  and  saw  .General  T^rry.  When  I 
arretted  certain  parties,  I  had  then  my  ^an  all  kiid,  if  Ctoneral  Terry  would  snsaend 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ia  their  cases  upon  my  application.  He  told  me  to  go  back 
and  make  the  arrest ;  he  did  not  say  he  would  or  would  not  do  what  I  requested  him ; 
he  told  me  when  I  made  the  arrest  to  report  the  case.  I  went  back  and  in  about  a 
week  I  made  the  attempt  to  acrest  these  parties.  I  only  got  one  of  them.  That  was 
Martin.  I  informed  General  Terry  that  I  nud  arrested  a  man  by  the  name  of  Martin, 
chaiced  with  aiding  in  the  murder  of  Dr.  Darden  and  with  being  a  jail-breaker  in  that 
iuuroer,  stating  that  I  was  satisfied  that  two-thirds  of  that  community  were  Ku-Klnx 
and  that  no  Justice  could  be  had  in  the  civil  court,  and  I  asked  him  to  suspend  the  writ 
of  luibeas  corpus.  As  soon  as  I  had  arrested  the  man,  Mr.  Pottle  served  a  writ  upon  me. 
1  refused -to  acknowledge  it  till  1  could  hear  from  Qeneral  Terry.  General  Terry,  upon 
BQr  flftatement  and  a{>pkoation,  granted  the  commissioner  authority  to  investigate  the 
matter. 
>  QmesOon,  Andsuspended  the  writ  of  AoftsasootpiMf 

Answer.  That  suspended  it — bringing  it  before  the  military  commissioner  suspended  it. 

Question.  He  sent  you  an  officer  to  &y  the  man  f 

.Amswer.  He  appcnnted  an  officer  who  was  in  command  of  the  post  there  to  investigate 
the  mattOT. 

Question.  General  Terry  sent  you  a  military  officer,  and  authorized  him  to  investi- 
gate it! 

By  Mr.  Cobukn  : 
QuesUon.  Did  General  Terry  authorize  this  officer  to  try  the  case  f 
Answer.  He  au^orized  him  to  investigate  it. 

By  Mr.  Bbck  : 

Question.  And  ^ou  refused  to  obey  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  that  Pottle  had  sued  out  t 

Answer.  Yes,  su:,  until  I  could  hoar  firom  General  Terry. 

QuesHon.  After  you  heard  from  General  Terry  you  stiU  continued  to  refuse,  and  took 
the  man  before  the  military  officer  f 

Answer.  That  put  an  end  to  it,  you  Imow. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  that  Terry's  appointing  a  military  commission  put  an  end  to 
Bottle's  right  to  have  the  writ  sued  outf 

Answer.  icB,  sir. 

Question.  And  Pottle's  writ  feU  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    We  then,  in  place  of  bringing  the  man  before  the  ordinary  of  the 
county,  brought  him  before  this  military  officer. 

Qmtkon.  Give  the  date  of  that  transaction,  as  near  as  you  can. 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  last  of  May  or  the  first  of  June,  1870.    I  cannot  state 
i  positively. 

I    if^mion.  Do  you  know  by  what  authority  General  Terry  was  snspcmding  writs  Of 
r~y  ^:orpus  and  making  arrests  and  authorizing  his  military  officers  to  investigate 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  I  think  I  do. 

■  ^iWBtiotu  Lotus  hear  it. 

■'i4mwer.  it  was  an  act  of  Gengress  giving  him  that  powor. 
Question.  An  act  of  Congress  passed  when— in  December,  1869 1  (^  r^r^r^]r> 

Answer.  It  was  passed  in  December.  1889. 1  think.  gitized  by  V^OOSl^ 

Question.  It  was  by  virtue  of  that  act  oi  Congress  passed  in  Deeember,  1869,  that 
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General  Teny  aesamed  the  right  to  try  men  by  military  obnmiiMioii  in  ^e  BM^fft 
Georgia? 

An9wer,  That  is  my  nnderstanding.  My  nnd^standiog  is  that  Congress,  by  an  act, 
appointed  General  Terry  one  of  the  military  oommanders  in  the  Soath,  and  a  separate 
eianse  in  that  act  gave  him  jurisdiction  as  to  Georgia,  to  suspend  the  writ  of  MhM» 
corpus  if  necessary,  and  to  try  any  of  this  Kn-Klux  organisation  I6r  mntder  by  a 
military  court.  I  think  it  gave  him  the  right  not  only  to  investigate,  but  if  he  saw 
proper  ,to  have  a  regular  military  court,  and  try,  convict,  and  execute.  That  is  my 
unoerstanding  of  the  law.  I  don^t  think  General  Terry  ever  had  any  disposition  to 
use  the  power  that  Congress  gave  him  in  that  particular.    That  is  my  notion. 

Question,  Ton  would,  I  suppose,  be  very  much  astonished,  after  the  course  of  tMngt 
in  Georgia,  if  you  were  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  Congress  never  gave  him  any  socii 
authority  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or  an^hing  of  that  kind  f 

Answer,  Well,  1  do  not  know ;  I  have  read  the  acts  of  Congress,  as  I  thought,  pretty 
well ;  and  say  now  that  that  was  my  nnderstanding— that  he  had  the  right. 

Question.  That  was  the  practice  down  there  at  any  rate  f 

Ansu>er,  No^  sir;  they  did  not  practice  it.  I  say  General  Teiiy  never  showed  any 
disposition  to  exercise  that  authority  which  I  understand  was  given  to  him. 

Question,  The  investigation  of  Martin's  case  was  commenoed  before  the  militaiy 
offieerf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  did  that  investigation  continue  f  • 

Answer,  Four  days. 

Question,  Who  swore  the  witnesses  f 

Answer,  The  military  officer. 

Question,  Who  exauidned  them  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  f 

Ansvfer.  I  did. 

Question.  Who  was  the  counsel  for  the  defense  f 

Answer.  Mr.  E.  H.  Pottle. 

QuestUm.  Who  acted  as  marshal  or*sheri£E  in  bringing  up  the  witnesses  f 

Ansufer,  I  did ;  I  had  it  done. 

Question,  By  officers  of  your  own  t 

Af[sroer.  I  sent  my  guard;  I  had  a  guailrd;  and  I  usually  sent  them  out  with  the 
summonses. 

^     Question,  When  yon  speak  of  a  guard  do  you  mean  you  sent  your  soldiers  to  bring  up 
the  witnesses? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question,  The  military  officer  heard  the  case ;  and  you  oidled  the  witnesses  and  ex- 
amined them  for  the  prosecution  f 

Answer.  A  military  officer  took  down  the  evidence ;  and  Mr.  Pottle  had  a  clerk  of  his 
own  to  take  down  tne  evidence  on  his  side. 

Question,  After  the  investigation  proceeded  four  days  what  was  done  f 

Answer,  We  then  compromised. 

Question.  In  what  way  f 

Answer.  I  have  the  whole  of  that  compromise  in  a  newspaper  here — every  word 
sworn  to. 

Question.  State  the  substance  of  that  compromise. 

Ansufer.  On  the  night  of  the  fourth  day's  trial  this  officer  sent  a  non-commissiotted 
officer  to  my  house,  asking  me  to  report  to  his  tent.  I  had  gone  to  bed,  being  very 
tired.  I  got  iip,  though,  and  reported  to  his  tent,  which  was  alM)ut  half  a  mile  distant, 
as  quickly  as  I  could.  When  I  got  there  he  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  ruin  that  wliele 
people.    1  think  that  was  the  first  question  he  asked  me. 

Question,  Was  that  the  non-commissioned  officer? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  this  was  the  officer  who  was  investigating  the  matter.  ' 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 
Question,  What  w^  his  name  f 
Answer,  Terbett,  or  Tarbett. 
Q^e8Uon,  What  was  his  rank  f 
Answer,  Captain  of  Company  F,  Eighteenth  Infantry. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Who  was  the  ordinary  of  that  county  at  that  timef 

Answdr.  Dr.  Hubert.  When  Miigor  Terbett  asked  me  whether  I  wanted  to  ruin  that 
whole  people,  I  told  him  I  did  not.  He  told  me  that  Mr.  Pottle,  the  lawyer  who  was 
defending  Martin,  had  been  there  with  Mr.  Heath,  a  former  sherilf,  and  they  had  ataited 
to  him  that  they  would  ffive  up  the  five  men  whom  the  evidence  as  then  taken  wodd 
convict:  that  they  would  not  defend  them  any  further  if  the  case  could  stop;  that 
they  did  not  want  the  case  to  go  any  further.  I  told  him  that  I  was  not  prq^jiwedto 
agree  to  any  such  thing;  but  I  would  see  him  next  morning.    Next  morning  I  met 
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him  at  the  ooort-ioom :  and  he  still  insisted  that  I  should  accept  tiie  proposition.  He 
gave  me  the  reasons  why  he  thought  I  ongbt  to  accept  it.  One  of  them  was,  that  two 
of  these  five  men  were  men  that  were  engaged  in  shooting  me ;  that  )>y  consenting  to 
this  arrangement  I  would  make  that  matter  all  right.  Another  reason  he  gave  was, 
that  under  the  governor's  proclamation,  ofi'eriug  95,000  reward  for  each  of  these  parties, 
I  would  get  that  under  the  compromise,  for  uieir  conviction ;  and  he  thought  that 
that  ought  to  satisfy  me. 

Question.  That  was  $25,000  altogether  t 

AMmDfr*  Yes,  sir :  I  told  him  that  it  would  satisfy  me  as  an  individual  to  oonvict 
those  five  men,  t^na  more  especially  the  two  that  shot  me.  I  then  told  him  that  if 
•  they  would  anee  to  a  proposition  I  would  make,  I  would  accept  the  proposition.  I 
then  stated  vrhat  I  had  concluded.  That  was,  that  if  he  would  open  the  court,  and 
Mr.  Pottle,  their  attorney,  would,  before  witnesses,  admit  that  under  the  evidence  then 
taken  down  these  parties  were  guilty  uf  tiio  murder,  (I  understood  that  to  mean  that 
he  would  go  before  any  court,  militaiy  or  civil,  or  any  other  that  might  convene— 
the  parties  were  then  under  bonds,)  if  he  would  state  that  under  the  evidence,  and 
under  the  compromise  he  had  made  with  me,  these  parties  were  ^ilty  of  that  crime, 
and  these  bondsmen  would  bring  them  before  auy  court  that  might  convene,  either 
military  or  civil,  or  the  bondsmen  oe  held  responsible— and  they  were  all  responsible 

Questkm,  In  other  words,  Pottle  was  to  enter  a  plea  of  guilty,  whereby  you  would  be 
entitled  to  that  $25,000  reward  f 

Answer.  Well,  that  was  a  question  which  came  up  under  the  proclamation  offering 
the  reward.  Tnere  was  not  a  decision  by  any  of  that  party  that  I  was  entitled  to  the 
$25,000.    Nor  was  it  a  compromise  on  that  part  at  alL 

QMestUm,  But  your  object  was  to  have  such  an  order  entered  as  would  enable  you  to 
get  that  $25,000  f 

Anneer.  To  try  to  get  it. 

Queglian.  To  claim  it  by  virtue  of  having  obtained  a  conviction  t 

Antwer.  For  convicting  these  parties. 

Question.  And  you  regarded  the  entry  by  Pottle  of  their  guilt  as  being  a  conviction 
of  them,  so  that  nothing  remained  to  be  douo  but  to  cuter  up  Judgment  before  some 
court  on  that  admissjon  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  thought  that  would  hold  good. 

Question.  You  thought  you  would  get  your  $25,000 ;  and  that  was  your  consideration 
in  making  the  compromise,  so  far  as  you  were  individually  concerned? 
.    Answer.  I  will  not  say  that  that  was  my  object ;  that  was  not  my  object. 

Question.  That  was  a  pretty  important  consideration  in  the  transaction  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  may  have  been  an  incident;  but  I  do  not  say  that  it  was  my  object; 
I  would  not  do  a  thing  of  that  sort. 

Question.  But  you  expected  to  get  the  reward  f 

Answer.  If  I  was  entitled  to  it. 

Question.  And  you  thought  that  that  arrangement  entitled  you  to  it  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  whether  it  would  or  not ;  it  has  not  entitled  me  to  it  yet. 

Question.  Did  you  not  believe  it  would  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  thought  there  was  a  doubt,  and  a  considerable  doubt 

Question.  But  the  object  you  had  in  view  was  to  put  yourself  in  a  position  where  you 
would  be  likely  to  get  it  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  thought  there  was  a  doubt  whether  I  would  get  it.  In  our  State 
there  is  a  great  question  whether  an  officer  would  be  allowed  the  reward  in  any  case. 
I  had  that  iu  view ;  I  knew  all  that ;  I  knew  what  the  law  was ;  and,  therefore,  I 
could  not  say  that  it  was  for  that  reason  I  accepted  the  compromise. 

Question.  You  said  a  little  yrhile  ago  that  you  were  still  trying  to  get  it. 

Answer.  1  am  making  some  move  to  get  it  if  I  am  entitled  to  it. 

Question.  What  move  are  you  making  in  that  direction  f 

Answer.  If  the  law  entitles  mo  to  it,  then  I  want  it  as  a  matter  of  course,  just  like 
you  woqld  want  your  salary  for  your  services.  If  the  law  does  not  entitle  me  to  it,  I 
make  no  claim  at  all. 

Question.  What  efforts  are  you  making  in  the  direction  of  getting  it  f 

Answer.  I  am  trying  to  bring  these  parties  before  the  court  for  their  conviction ;  and 
then,  if  I  am  entitled  upon  tbat  conviction  under  the  law,  I  will  ask  for  the  reward ;  if 
I  am  not,  I  will  never  say  a  word  about  it ;  I  will  do  it  as  my  duty. 

Question.  You  say  that  that  compromise  was  entered  into  f 

Answer.  I  do  say  so. 

Questiott.  Why  wa^  it  not  carried  out  ? 

Answer.  1  cannot  auswer  that  question ;  I  have  my  ideas. 

Qmeslion.  Give  us  your  opinion  as  to  why  it  wks  not  carried  out. 

Answer*  It  is  merely  a  supposition  ;  I  have  nothing  to  base  it  upon,  only  my  own 

Qmestion.  Give  us  your  idea.  Digitized  by  LjOOglC 
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Aftiwer,  My  idea  was  that  this  officer  had  been  manipulated  hy  this  man  Poitia,  who 
was  defending  those  parties,  aod  by  that  Ku-Klox  orj^anization. 

Qumtiom,  What  do  yon  mean  by  the  word  **  manipulated  f' 

Antwer,  Well,  '^  manipulated  "  meaos  not  to  give  full  facts.  ^ 

Qitestton.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  you  think  he  had  been  paid  f 

Anww,  I  would  not  say  that  he  was  paid  or  that  he  was  not.  I  would  just  aa  saon 
believe  that  he  was  as  that  he  was  not. 

QiMvfum.  But  you  think  he  was  "  manipulated; "  we  will  use  that  word. 

Answer,  I  think  he  was  rather' manipulated  m)m  carrying  out  what  a  man  oo^t  to 
carry  out  under  the  circumstances. 

Quegtion,  By  means  of  money  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  by  means  of  money,  or  whether  it  was  by 
other  influences  that  were  brought  to  bear  upon  him ;  I  could  not  say.  Probably  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  all  of  it  mixed  together;  it  is  not  for  me  to  say;  I  cannot aay 
truthfully. 

Question,  That  compromise  fell  f 

Answer,  That  compromise  was  never  carried  out.  If  the  officer  had  in  good  faith 
carried  out  the  compromise,  if  he  had  reported  these  facts  to  General  Terry,  as  he  pcdai- 
ised  me  to  do  when  he  a4]oumed  the  court  ^the  court  never  broke  up ;  he  simply 
a4]onmed  the  court  till  he  could  go  to  Atlanta)— if  he  had  gone  there  and  laid  these 
facts  before  general  Terry,  that  whole  thine  would  have  been  a  success ;  these  parties 
wonld  have  been  found  guilty,  and  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  that  oounlay  woald  have 
•temped.    I  am  satisfied  of  that. 

Question,  Did  you  go  to  Atlanta  yourself  ioomediately  afterward  f 

Answer.  I  was  sent  to  Atlanta. 

QiiesUan,  By  whom  f 

Answer,  1  cannot  tell  yon.  I  was  sent  there  under  arrest ;  a  United  States  officer 
carried  me  there  under  anest. 

Question,  How  long  after  that  compromise  were  you  arrested  f 

Answer,  A  very  short  while  afterward;  I  cannot  state  positively. 

Question,  About  how  long  f  ^ 

AnsiDer,  Inside  of  twenty-four  hours,  I  suppose. 

Question,  You  were  arrested  the  same  day,  or  the  next  day  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  On  what  charge  f  • 

Answer,  I  never  saw  any  warrant  or  anything. 

Question,  Yon  know  what  the  charge  was,  I  presume  f 

Answer,  The  officer  who  arrested  me  said  they  had  accused  me  of  being  bribed.  I 
never  saw  any  warrant  or  any  papers  of  any  kind. 

Question,  You  were  sent  to  Atlanta  under  a  military  guard  f 

Answer,  An  officer  went,  and  I  believe  he  bad  three  men  with  him. 

Question,  Yon  were  sent  there  on  a  charge  of  bribery? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  was  sent  to  Atlanta  by  my  own  request. 

Qti«mKon.  You  were  arrested  for  bribery  f 

Answer,  I  was  arrested ;  and  when  the  officer  arrested  me  he  told  me  that  that  waa 
the  charge. 

Questimi,  Wexe  you  arrested  for  anything  else  f 

Answer,  They  never  told  me  anything  else. 

Question,  Have  yon  never  been  arrested  for  anything  else  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  eiael 

Answer,  1  was  arrested  for  false  imprisonment. 

Question.  When  was  that  arrest  made  f 

Ansujer,  Since  this  compromise. 

ifuestion.  How  long  after  the  compromise  f 

Answer,  Directly  alterward. 

Question,  Were  you  arrested  for  false  imprisonment  while  yon  were  still  under  arrest 
for  receiving  bribes  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  had  been  turned  loose.  They  did*  not  keep  me  under  arrest  but 
about  twenty-four  hours. 

Question,  When  von  got  to  Atlanta,  where  did  you  co  f 

Answer,  To  the  McPherson  Barracks.  They  carried  me  out  one  evening,*  and  tnmu^ 
me  loose  the  next  morning. 

Question.  Did  yon  have  a  hearing  before  any  officer  f  4 

Answer,  No,  sir;  none  at  alL 

Question,  Did  yon  know  why  you  were  discharged  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  emploved  some  lawyers  to  carry  out  this  compromise,  said  €& 
defond  me  on  the  chaige  of  bribery.    All  went  to  nothing— I  never  knew  how.  '  ""* 

Question,  Who  were  the  lawyeis  you  employed?        / 

Answer,  Gartrell  and  Stephens.  "^ 
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Anawer.  Yes,  air. 

QuettUm.  Did  they  never  rep<a1;  to  you  what  they  hvf  done  to  get  yon  clear! 

Anmvar,  They  Jost  told  me  the  thing  had  come  to  an  end. 

QuesHoiu,  Is  that  all  they  said? 

AM9mer.  Yea,  fdr. 

Question.  Tftey  never  told  you  any  of  the  particulars? 

Answer.  They  never  told  me  any  of  the  particulars.  ^ 

Cuei^ffm.  Did  they  not  tell  you  any  of  the  proceedings  they  had  taken  in  order  to 
defend  yon,  more  than  the  simple  fact  that  they  hod  got  yon  clear  f 

Answer.  They  never  told  me  they  had  got  me  clear. 

QmmtloH.  What  did  they  tell  yon  f 

Answer,  They  Just  told  me  to  make  myself  easy ;  that  there  would  he  no  more  trouble 
about  it. 

Queetum.  pid  they  say  whether  they  had  applied  to  a  military  or  a  civil  tribunal  to 
get  you  clear  f 

Answer.  Vo,  sir ;  I  never  asked  them.    I  Just  paid  them  a  fee. 

Qmstian.  What  fee  did  you  pay  them  f 

Answer.  One  thousand  dollars. 

iinesUtm.  That  was  the  whole  of  it  f 

Answer^  Yee,  sir;  that  was  to  defend  me,  and  to  carry  out  this  compromise. 

QnesHsn.  Did  you  pay  this  (1,000  before  you  were  released  or  afterward  f 

Answer.  Afterward. 

QuesiUm.  The  same  day  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  was  the  same  day. 

Question.  How  long  afterward  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  positively ;  it  was  not  a  great  while. 

Question.  When  was  it  they  told  you  the  thing  was  at  an  end  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  the  same  time,  within  a  day  or  so. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  paying  $1,000  to  get  you  clear  and  to  carry  out  the  compromise. 
Was  that  for  both  services  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  # 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  You  paid  that  money  to  those  lawyers-within  a  day  or  two  oi  the  time  you 
irere  taken  to  Atlanta  f 

Answer.  It  was  within  a  day  or  two  after  I  had  been  released. 

Question.  Did  you  see  your  lawyers  on  the  day  of  your  release  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  to  you  on  the  day  of  your  release  t  Was  it  then  that 
they  told  you  it  was  all  over  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  pojsitively  whether  it  was  then  or  not ;  it  was  within  two  or 
ti)xee  days  anyhow. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  know  to  this  day  whether  they  applied  to  a  civil  or  a  military 
eourt,  or  what  means  they  used  to  get  you  clear  f  All  you  knoW  is  that  they  told  you 
it  was  all  over,  and  you  gave  them  the  $1,000? 

Answer,  Well,  they  went  to  General  Terry  ^  that  is  what  they  told  me.  What  took 
place  between  them  and  General  Terry  I  ao  not  know  anytning  about.  That  was 
none  of  my  business,  as  I  thought.  I  employed  them,  and  I  thought  they  were  capable ; 
tbey  knew  everything  that  occurred.  1  simply  employed  them  as  I  would  employ  any 
lawyer,  and  gave  my  case  over  to  them,  and  simply  waited  their  action. 

Question.  Were  you  under  arrest  when  you  employed  th^nf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  employ  them  to  do  f  0 

Answer,  I  employed  them  to  defend  me  against  the  charge  of  bribery,  provided  there 
^as  any  charge.  I  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  charge ;  I  had  never  seen  any 
waorant. 

Question.  What  else  did  you  employ  them  to  do  at  that  same  time ;  I  mean  the  time 
when  you  were  under  arrest  t 

AnsHoer.  My  understanding  was  that  if  I  was  prosecuted  in  the  courts,  either  civil  or 
military,  upon  the  charge  ot  bribery,  they  were  to  defend  me.    That  was  my  under- 
standing ;  and  I  agreed  to  pay  so  much. 
Question.  How  much  f 
Answer,  One  thousand  dollars :  and  I  gave  them  all  the  facts  that  had  occurred.    I 

gave  them  this  compromise :  and  in  the  defense  of  the  prosecution  for  bribery,  if  there  was 

any,  they  were  to  use  all  tne  facts  that  Thave  stated  here.    That  was  my-understand- 

ngwith  them.  •  gitizedbyLfOC 

Question,  You  think  you  have  now  stated  substantially  ^e  terms  on  which  you  em- 
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ployed  them,  what  they  agreed  to  do,  and  what  you  agreed  to  pay  f  If  the^e  was  ac^' 
thing  farther  embraced  in  the  contract,  state  it. 

Anmver,  I  think  I  have  stated  all,  according  to  my  understanding. 

Question,  They  were  to  get  yon  clear,  and  were  to  use  all  the  facts  with  wMch  joa 
famished  them  relative  to  that  complbmise,  in  any  matter  that  might  oome  up  against 
yont 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  And  next  morning  you  were  released ;  and  in  a  day  or  two  yon  paid  them 
this  fee  of  11,000 1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Q^esiion,  Was  it  after  yonr  release  on  tiiat  occasion  that  yon  were  arrested  for  false 
imprisonment  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  after  f 

Answer,  1  think  it  was  inside  <^  a  month— somewhere  thereabout. 

Question.  Was  that  arrest  made  in  Atlanta  f 

Answer,  Y^,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  after  yon  had  left  Warren  Coanty  for  the  last  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Yon  left  Warren  Ooonty  in  March  or  Apnl  of  last  year  f 

Anfiwer.  May  or  Jane,  I  think  I  said;  I  am  not  positive,  though,  aboat  dates. 

Question,  About  a  year  ago  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  you  were  arrested  for  false  imprisonment,  was  the  process  served  ob 
you  by  a  military  or  a  civil  officer  f 

Answer,  By  a  civil  officer. 

Question,  Before  whom  was  the  warrant  for  hiae  imprisonm^it  sued  oat ;  in  what 
form  did  this  arrest  for  fsblse  imprisonment  comet 

Answer.  I  had  the  warrants  in  my  possession  for  a  longtime. 

Question,  You  mean  the  warrants  against  you  for  fiftlse  imprisonment  f 

Answer.  1  had  them  all  in  my  own  possession  for  a  long  time.  In  my  State  the  wit- 
nesses go  before  the  grand  jury  and  make  affidavit. 

B^  the  Chairmak,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Quesnm,  And  upon  that  proceeding  the  grand  jury  find  true  bills  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  The  judge  alone  can  issue  the  warrants. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Then  you  were  indicted  for  false  imprisonment  by  a  grand  jury  of  Warren 
County  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Before  Judge  Andrews  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  With  Mr.  Matthews  prosecuting  f 

Answer.  I  suppose^so ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  prosecuted  or  not ;  sometimes  be 
appointed  a  lawyer  to  act  for  him ;  I  do  not  think  ne  ever  goes  down  there ;  he  ap- 
points a  solicitor  in  that  county  to  act;  he  won't  go  down  there  himself. 

Question,  At  any  rate,  you  were  indicted  by  a  grand  ju^  of  Judce  Andrews's  court  f 

Answer,  It  was  in  his  court;  I  am  not  certain  whether  Judge  Andrews  was  preaidiog, 
or  Judse  Gibson,  from  Augusta :  but  it  was  in  that  couxt.  I  understood  that  Judge 
Gibson  nad  been  down  there  to  hold  court. 

Question.  Is  Judge  Gibson  an  appointee  of  Governor  Bullock  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  get  tneir  offices  the  same  way. 

Question,  You  were  arrested  in  Atlanta  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  give  bond  for  your  appearance  f 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  the  case  been  tried  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  still  pending  f 

Answer.  Well,  there  is  a  pardon  in  the  case. 

Question,  You  were  pardoned  by  Governor  Bullock  in  advance  of  trial  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Would  you  not  have  had  a  right,  under  the  laws  of  G^roia,  to  remove  that 
trial  from  the  countv  of  Warren  to  any  other  county  of  the  State  wnere  there  was  no 
difficulty  or  danger  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  not  the  laws  of  Geor^  allow  &  change  of  venue  where  the  defendant 
ma^es  it  appear  that  he  cannot  get  justice  in  the  county  Vhere  the  offense  was  (iQ9r 
mitted,  or  is  not  safe  in  going  there  personally  f  ^  \ 
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Jtimser,  He  can  remove  the  oaee  into  an  a^Jo^^R  county  in  the  same  Judge's  Jmis- 
dietion ;  ho  cannot  eo  any  fnrther.  f 

QmuHon.  Provided  the  same  oli^tion  applies  to  the  adjoining  ooonty,  can  he  not 
skip  that  county  f 
Amwer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.    That  is  my  reooQIotion  of  the  law. 
Queition.  So  yon  applied  tOrGrovemor  BoUock  and  were  pardoned  T 
Answer,  I  never  applied  to  him  at  all. 
ijueetion.  Who  did  apply  to  him  for  yonf 

Answer,  I  snppose  my  lawvers  did,  or  somehody  else ;  I  never  did. 
Question,  Who  were  your  lawyers  t 
Ansu>er,  Gartrell  and  Stevens,  as  I  have  already  said. 

QiiesUon,  I  ohserve  that  one  of  these  newspapers  which  yon  have  here  aUndes  to 
charges  of  peijnry  which  have  been  made  agaaast  yon  f 
Answer,  Ko,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  arching  of  that  sort  is  allndad  to  there. 
Question,  I  ohserve  this  clanse :  ''The  day  was,  in  ante  helium  times,  when  the  name 
of  *  Chap.  Norris  *  was  a  sesame  of  respectability  and  welcome  in  his  native  county  of 
Warren.    Now  it  is  coupled  with  char^  of  peijury  and  bribery." 

Answer,  They  chargea  me  with  that  m  their  journal ;  it  was  no  charge  before  a  grand 
jonr.    It  is  not  connected  at  all  with  this  thing. 
Question,  Then  you  have  been  charged  in  the  journals  of  your  county  with  peijnry  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  changed  with  everything— with  stealing,  murder,  and 
everything  in  the  world  that  a  man  could  think  about. 
QuesHon.  Have  you  indeed  f 
Anawer,  Tes,  sir.  / 

Qwation,  The  journals  of  your  county  have  charged  you,  then,  with  peijury  as  well 
as  other  crimes  f 

Anawer,  They  have  charged  me  with  everything.    They  have  charged  General  Grant 
with  peijury,  and  stealing,  and  everything  else. 
Question,  It  is  terrible  to  associate  you  with  General  Grant. 
Answer,  They  charge  everybodv  that  is  opposed  to  I  hem  with  these  crimes. 
QuesHon,  Do  you  state  it  as  a  fact  that  everybody  who  opposes  them  in  politics  is 
charged  with  bribery  and  murderf 
Answer,  Not  everybody. 
Qnestion,  Did  you  not  sav  so  just  now  f 

Anawer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  did.  When  I  say  ''  everybody''  I  mean  those  in  that 
section. 

Question,  Then  I  understand  you  to  say  that  every  republican  in  that  section  of  conn* 
tiy  is  charged  by  his  political  opponents  with  peijury,  bribery,  murder,  and  like  of- 
fbnsesf 

Anawer,  Tos,  sir;  in  thitf  paper  published  in  that  town,  you  will  find  a  communica- 
tion showing  how  they  make  charges  of  that  kind.  When  I  say  they  charge  "  every- 
body," I  mean  everybody  that  they  know ;  I  do  not  mean  everybody. 

QwBStion,  How  did  you  come  to  get  possession  of  that  note  for  (5,000,  and  when ;  did 
you  get  it  on  the  day  it  bears  date— February  4, 1870 1 

Answer,  Well,  Just  before  that  they  agreed  to  pay  me  that  much  money  and  did  not 
do  it ;  and  then  they  agreed  to  give  me  that  note. 

Question,  Was  that  after  you  had  gone  down  there  with  the  soldiers  and  commenced 
making  arreste  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  whether  these  parties  were  under  arrest  at  that  time  or  not ;  I 
cannot  answer  that  question  positively ;  it  was  some  time  thereabout. 

Question,  1  want  you  to  state  the  history  of  that  note,  which,  with  its  indorsements, 
is  in  the  following  form : 

"  Wabben  County,  Georgia, 

"iidruary  4, 1870. 

"  One  day  after  date,  we,  or  either  of  us,  promise  to  pay  J.  C.  Norris,  sheriff  of  said 
county,  five  thousand  dollars,  for  value  received. 

"W.W.SWAIN. 

"P.M.  HILL. 

"  JOHN  R.  SWAIN. 

"  Indorsements : 

^  Received  on  the  within  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  this  February  4, 1870. 

"W.W.S. 
"  Beeeived  on  the  within  seven  hundred  dollars,  February  15, 1870.  J.  R.  S. 

"Received  on  the  within  four  hundred  and  fiftv  dollars,  this  February  19, 1870. 
''Received  on  the  within  note  five  hundred  and  seventy  doUars,  this  28Ui  February, 
187ft. 

*T.M.  BROWN." 
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When  did  yo«  Mceive  that  note,  for  wbiit  oonfuderationi  and  under  vkat  cucciim- 
stances f  ^ 

Answer,  I  received  it  on  the  day  of  its  date. 
.    Q^e»lion,  Under  what  contract  f 

Answer,  For  iznaries  done  my  person,  my  family,  and  my  property. . 

Question,  By  whom  f 

Answer,  By  these  parties  I  named — the  Codys,  who  shot  me,  and  the  Eu-Klax  gpa- 
eraliy. 

Question,  Were  any  of  the  men  who  signed  that  note  concerned  in  committing  the 
iignries  upon  vou  f 

Answer,  No^\ir.    If  they  were,  I  never  had  any  reason  to  think  it. 

Question,  How  did  they  come  to  give  you  that  note  f  State  all  the  circnmstan^ea — 
whv  these  particular  men  came  to  give  you  that  note? 

Answer,  I  will  state  it  as  correctly  as  I  cao.  They  gave  it  to  meas  a  compromise  ibr 
iiguries  done  my  person,  my  property,  and  my  family. 

Question,  Had  any  of  these  men  done  any  of  these  injuries  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  did  they  come  to  give  it  to  you  f 

Answer,  They  did  it,  I  suppose,  for  the  parties  who  had  injured  me  by  shooting  and  so 
on ;  they  did  it  as  agents  or  something  of  that  kind.  I  cannot  answer  your  qnastioti 
any  plainer  than  that. 

Question,  At  the  time  the  note  was  given,  was  no  reason  assigned  by  them  ^hj  they 
should  give  you  the  note  in  theii'  individual  names  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Why  were  you  styled  in  the  body  of  the  note  '^ sheriff  of  Warren  County  t** 

Answer.  Mr.  Swain  wrote  the  note  himself  and  signed  it.  I  never  asked  him.  tnat 
question. 

Question,  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  as  to  the  reason  why  he  signed  it,  and  why  the 
other  two  gentlemen  signed  it  f 

Answer,  He  told  me  he  thought,  as  I  had  been  run  from  my  home  for  a  year,  and 
received  the  ii^uries  I  had,  it  was  Justice  to  me  that  that  people  should  remunerate 
me  some  for  those  ii^ories ;  and  he  said  that  the  people  were  wiUing  to  do  it.  That  was 
the  transaction,  and  tliose  parties  paid  the  money  that  appears  by  the  indorsement. 

Question.  T.  M.  Brown,  who  signs  one  of  the  indorsem^its,  does  not  appear  to  be  either 
the  own^  of  the  note  or  one  of  the  makers  of  it  f 

Answer,  Well,. he  came  to  me,  and  said  that  he  wanted  to  pay  a  certain  amount  of 
money  on  the  note  which  I  had  for  injuries  given  me.  I  handed  him  the  note^  and  he 
put  the  credit  on  it  in  Ms  own  handwriting  and  handed  me  the  money. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  That  was  to  show  who  paid  the  money  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir,  to  show  who  paid  the  money.  I  wanted  everything  to  sho^  for 
itself. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  You  said  you  made  a  deposit  of  the  money  received  upon  the  note  f 

Answer,  Yes  sir. 

Question,  Where,  with  whom,  and  for  what  purpose  did  you  do  that  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  want  to  state  the  party's  name  positively,  if  you  will  excuse  me.  *I 
can  give  you  all  the  facts,  and  why  I  did  it.  and  all  about  it.  I  was  looking  forward 
and  thinking  that  those  parties,  with  all  their  ingenuity,  were  trying  to  do  me  all  the 
harm  they  possibly  could;  and  I  did  not  know  but  they  would  attempt  to  bring  me 
up  at  some  time  upon  charges  of  bribery  or  anything  else ;  and  I  simply  wanted 
to  keep  that  money  to  show  for  itself,  and  this  note  to  show  for  itself;  and  I  depoeited 
the  money  with  that  view,  and  with  parties  who  were  not  allowed  to  use  one  dollar  of 
it,  but  to  hold  it  till  anytime  when  I  might  call  for  it  for  any  emergency  that  might 
come  up. 

Quesdon.  State  the  names  of  the  parties  you  deposited  it  with. 

Answer.  I  deposited  it  with  Gordon,  Wilus  &  Co.,  bankers,  at  Atlanta. 

Question.  Did  you  make  the  deposits  as  each  payment  was  received  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  deposited  all  the  money  with  them  ^t  one  time. 

Question,  When  did  you  make  that  deposit ;  was  it  before  your  arrest  by  the  mili- 
tary authorities,  or  afterward? 

Answer,  A  ^ood  while  before ;  I  made  it  some  time  before  that  comptomise. 

Question,  Did  you  explain  to  those  bankers  the  reason  why  you  deposited  the  money  T 

Answer,  It  is  my  unaerstanding  that  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  make  a  special  deposit,  to  be  held  differently  from  any  other  money 
that  yon  had  there? 

^iwirer.  I  did.  -  C^r\r\n]o 

Question.  For  a  given  purpose.   If  so,  for  what  purpose ?  g^ized  by  vj^\^^ i\^ 
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^jfftfwer*.,!  went  first  with  the  money  to  James's  hank  in  Atlanta,  and  tried  to  deposit 
the  money  there  on  these  stipulated  terms. 

QuestUm.  What  stipulated  terms  t 

Atmoer,  That  I  wanted  the  monev  held  npon  a  special  deposit,  and  not  nsod  for  any 
purpose ;  that  it  might  be  called  lor  at  any  time.  I  stated  that  from  circumstances 
connected  with  the  money  I  did  not  want  it  used  for  any  purpose  at  all.  I  do  not  know 
a)!  the  statements  I  made  to  them ;  bnt  they  refused  to  take  the  money  at  that  bank. 
1  then  went  down  to  see  l^r.  Willis,  a  friend  of  mine,  and,  as  my  recollection  serves 
me,.  gAve  him  to  understand  the  surroundings  of  this  money,  and  he  agreed  to  take  it 
upon  special  deposit ;  the  money  was  placed  in  a  large  envelope,  sealed  up  by  myself, 
and  my  name  written  upon  the  back,  with  a  statement  of  the  amounif ;  and  he  gave 
me  a  elmrtiiicate  for  the  money  on  a  special  deposit. 

Que$iion,  Did  you  explain  to  him  anything  about  this  note  or  its  payments,  or  did 
you  do  nothing  more  than  lust  make  a  special  deposit  of  that  money  T 

Anmoer,  I  said  more  to  hun  than  simply  asking  him  to  take  the  money.  I  gave  him 
to  understand  the  reason  why  I  wanted  to  make  this  special  dexK)sit. 

QuMtion.  Did  you  give  him  the  history  of  the  Swain  note  f 

Answer.  I  will  not  say  that  I  mvitioned  the  note  to  him,  but  he  understood  my  pur- 
pose. 

QunUan,  Did  he  understand  that  you  had  a  special  reason  for  keeping  the  money  as 
a  special  deposit  f 

Answer,  Yes,  he  understood  my  purpose. 

Question.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  yon  told  Mr.  WiUis  anything  about  .the 
note  f 

Answer.  When  I  was  preparing  the  statement  which  is  published  in  the  paper  whioh 
I  have  here,  I  went  to  him  and  asked  him  if  he  would  allow  me  to  use  his  name  as  the 
one  I  had  deposited  this  money  with,  and  to  state  the  understanding  upon  which  it 
waa  deposited.  He  told  me  that  he  did  not  want  me  to  do  so ;  that  ne  did  not  want 
his  name  to  come  out  in  connection  with  it.'  He  said  it  would  not  amount  to  anything ; 
that  it  would  not  do  me  or  him  any  good ;  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  it ;  and  he 
asked  me  not  to  do  it.    So  I  left  that  out. 

Question.  The  killing  of  Mr.  Adkhis  was  not  done  by  disguised  m^n  at  all  f 

Answer.  I  never  said  that  it  was,  or  that  it  was  not. 

Question.  What  is  your  information — ^that  it  was  or  was  not  f 

Answer.  I  said  ho  was  shot,  as  I  supposed,  from  ambush.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
tnem  were  disguised  or  not—that  is,  1  do  not  know  whether  there  was  a  mask  on  their 
flioeftornot. 

Question.  Was  it  not  supposed  that  the  two  men  on  horseback,  who  galloped  past  his 
wife  while  she  was  in  the  buggy,  were  the  men  who  killed  him  t 

Answer.  His  wife  thought  so. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  I 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  the  parties. 

Question.  What  makes  you  think  they  were  in  ambush.  Why  may  it  not  have  been  a 
case  of  open  violence  without  ambush,  if  they  were  on  the  highway  with  their  guns  f 

Answer.  1  have  heard  from  parties  who  went  and  examined  the  ground,  and  firom  his 
wife,  that  they  saw  tbe  signs  where  these  parties  had  secreted  themselves,  probably  in 
a  blind  behind  a  fence,  or  behind  a  tree,  and  as  the  old  man  came  along  and  got  close 
to  them  they  shot  him. 
,  Question*  Those  men  on  horseback  were  behind  him,  going  in  the  same  direction  f 

'Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  were  going  in  the  same  direction  when  his  wife  saw  them.  That 
is  what  she  told  me. 

Question.  Is  it  supposed  that  thej^  rode  past  him  and  then  hid  themselve-s,  or  that 
they  eiiot  him  when  they  overtook  himt 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  roads  forked,  and  that  they  headed  him.  That  was  the 
nnderstandlng  of  these  persons  who  made  thelbxamination ;  I  think  they  saw  the 
tracks  of  the  norses.    I  give  this  merelv  as  the  statement  of  his  wife  and  the  others. 

Question,  What  was  your  majority  when  you  were  elected  sheriff? 

Answer.  I  think  about  600. 

Question.  What  was  the  whole  vote  at  that  election  f 

Ansufer,  About  1,100  whites  and  1,300  negroes. 

Question^  That  was  a  pretty  full  vote  for  that  county  f    ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  see  by  the  census  that  vour  county  has  only  10,000  people  f  , 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  a  full  election. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  elections  there  since  t 

JiUswer.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  there  was  one  last  October. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  was  the  vote  then  1 

Answer.  I  do  not.    I  was  told  if  was  about  half  what  it  was  before.  (^ r^r^cs]r> 

Question.    That  was  the  election  for  members  of  Congress  t    'gi^^ed  by  VjUU^ iv^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Qtte9(ton.  Has  there  been  .no  State  eleoUon  reeentlyf  , 

Answer,  They  elected  members  of  the  legislature  and  county  officers  at  the 
time. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  the  property  in  Warren  County  is  owned  by  the  white 
people,  as  compared  with  the  blacks  f 

Answer,  The  whites  own  it  alL  I  think  that  some  of  the  blacks  own  a  few  bttlelots 
in  the  town :  but  if  they  own  a  foot  of  land  in  the  county  1  do  not  know  it. 

QuesUan,  Is  there  any  superabundance  of  labor  there,  or  does  it  require  all  the- labor 
that  can  be  obtained  to  work  those  lands  f 

Awfwer,  They  had  plenty  of  labor,  but  their  cruelty,  through  this  Ku-Klux  arf^nixa- 
tion,  has  run  out  a  great  deal  of  it. 

Question,  They  needed  all  the  labor  they  had  f 

Ansicer.  They  needed  all  they  had  at  the  start ;  they  would  have  been  better  oft  if 
they  had  kept  it  and  used  it  properly. 

Question,  The  white  people  own  aU  the  land,  and  they  need  all  the  labor  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Yet  you  think  they  are  running  off  their  own  laboc  f 

Answer,  They  are  running  it  off. 

Question,  Does  not  that  make  them  suffer  considerably  for  want  of  it  f 

Answer f  It  does  make  a  good  many  of  them.  There  are  a  good  many  there  this  year 
who  cannot  get  any  labor  at  all,  I  understand.  ^^^-^^-^r-^^ 

Question.  Still  they  run  it  off,  you  think,  josfc  because  they  can  do  ilff^^^^^*^^^^^^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  talked  with  them  upon  this  subject  myself,  and  told  them  that^ 
they  would  ruin  the  country ;  that  their  land  would  not  be  worth  ten  cents  an  acre  if 
they  ran  all  the  negroes  out,  and  I  asked  them* what  they  Trauted  tA  do  it  for.    They 
said  they  intended  to  use  the  negro  as  a  negro,  or  they  would  not  use  him  ati  " 

Question.  Did  some  of  the  leading  men  teU  you  that  f  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Who  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  Judge  J.  M.  Roberts  speak  of  it.  He  is  an  oldgentlemfto 
there — a  great  friend  of  mine  in  days  gone  by. 

Question,  Name  any  others  of  the  leading  men  whom  you  haye  heard  make  such  a 
remark. 

Answer,  It  is  a  mighty  hard  matter  for  a  man  to  go  to  work  and  give  the  names  of 
parties.    I  have  heard  Judge  Roberts  speak  of  it  frequently. 

Question.  Is  he  a  democrat  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  think  I  have  heard  William  Ricketeon  say  the  same  thing.  I 
think  I  could  give  the  names  of  a  good  many  more. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  In  regard  to  the  killing  of  Dr.  Darden,  you  applied  to  General  Terry,  and 
he  sent  this  officer  to  investigate  the  matter  f 

Answer,  The  officer  was  almtdy  there;  he  was  commanding  the  post  at.Warrenton. 

Question.  Qeneral  Terry  authorized  him  to  investigate  this  affair  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  what  I  supposed ;  he  went  at  it  on  my  applioation. 

Question,  You  seem  to  understand  that  his  Issuing  that  order  was  of  itself  a  sus- 
pension of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  necessarily. 

i^uestUm.  Do  you  understand  that  General  Terry  ever  made  any  ord^  suspending  the 
wnt  of  habeas  corpus  f 

Answer,  Not  necessarily. 

Question,  Do  you  understand  that  he  did  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  he  did. 

Question.  You  do  not  understand  that  he  made  any  direct  order  suspending  the  writ 
of  AobfM  corpus  in  that  county  f      # 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  understood  myself  to  say  so* 

Question,  There  was  a  writ  of  habeas  oornus  prayed  out  before  the  ordinary  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  had  been  several  writs  served  on  me. 

Question,  In  the  case  of  this  man,  Martin,  did  they  pray  out  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  f 
Did  the  ordinary  issue  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  Murtm's  case  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  positively  that  he  did.  * 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  did  or  not  1  » 

Annper,  1  cannot  state  that  he  did  or  that  he  did  not ;  my  memory  does  not  serve  me 
positively  about  that. 

Question,  You  cannot  say  whether  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  got  out  in  favor  of  Mar- 
tin or  not  T 

Answer,  1  cannot ;  but  they  came  to  me  for  that  purpose,  I  think. 

Question,  Came  to  you  and  talked  about  it  f  , 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  If  they  did  sue  out  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  that  particular  easOi  ^ 
think  that  the  thing  was  understood.    When  this  writ  was  served  on  me,  or  when  tib^J 
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talked  of  serving  it  on  me— I  will  not  say  that  they  did  serre  it  on  me— I  think  I  told 
^eiB  1  wasffoing  to  make  an  application  to  General  Terry,  and  that  they  shonld  wait  nn- 
til  I  heard  from  General  Terry  before  they  sued  out  the  writ ;  or,  if  they  bad  sued  it  out, 
io  hold  it,  and  wait  till  I  heard  from  him,- and  that  if  he  did  not  grant  the  investiga- 
tion, then  I  would  acknowledge  the  writ  and-bring  out  the  prisoner  before  Dr.  Htib^ 
or  any  ethor  officer. 

Qmettion.  Whether  they  did,  in  point  of  &ct,  get  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  yon  do  not 
leeoUeott 

Answer.  I  do  nol;  recollect  positively. 

ijmmt^Uiu  You  do  not  know  -Uiat  General  Terry  ever  issued  any  order  suspending  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  that  connty,  at  any  time  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  it. 

^msMmw  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  snob  order  f 

Ansyoer.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Pottle,  in  his  attacks  upon  me,  charged  that  the  writ  of  habeoM 
carpus  had  been  suspended ;  but  it  never  was  my  nnderstancung. 

QuesUan,  Yon  never  knew  of  any  order  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  f 

Answer.  I  never  had  any. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  any  f 

Answer.  No,  sir— nothing  but  what  ho  said  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

Question.  Are  yon  a  practicing  lawyer  f 

Anmsear,  No,  sir. 

QuesOan.  You  have  never  studied  law  f 

Answer.  No,  sirf  not  to  make  it  a  profession. 

Question.  You  do  not  pretend  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  law  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  a  legal  knowledge  of  it. 

Question.  You  were  interrogated  considerably  as  to  whether  any  murders  have  taken 
place  in  Warren  Connty  since  1870.  I  want  to  know  whether  the  reign  of  terror  was 
not  complete  before  that  time — ^whether  any  more  murders  were  necessary  to  get  the 
poor  negroes  under  subordination  f 

Answer*- 1  think  there  had  been  plenty  to  get  them  under  aU  the  subordination  that 
anybody  mijght  want. 

Question.  They  were  not  entirely  free  from  terror  in  that  connty  at  the  beginning  of 
18701 

Answer.  They  were  not. 

i^uestion.  In  what  condition  were  they  at  the  beginning  of  1870,  as  to  intimidation 
or  fear  of  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  They  were  in  great  dread  of  them. 

Question.  Have  they  b^n  relieved  of  that  dread  or  terror  since  that  timet 

Anesoer.  I  think  not,  up  to  this  time.  I  think  they  are  in  dread  every  night  of  their 
livee  from  that  organization. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question.  Have  there  been  any  whippings  in  that  region  lately  t 
Answer.  The  negroes  who  came  up  to  Atlanta  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  told  me  that 

there  had  been  a  |^>od  deal  of  whipping ;  but  I  did  not  ask  them  any  questions  about 

it ;  they  said  they  were  fixing  to  get  awav  as  soon  as  they  could. 
Quedion.  You  understood  tnem  to  say  there  had  been  a  good  many  whippings  lately  t 

^  Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  year. 


WASHmoTON,  D.  C,  July  94, 1871. 

Hon.  JOHN  H.  CHBISTT  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool.)  This  witness  having  been  called  at  the  instance  of  the 
Qiinozity,  Mr.  Blair  or  BIr.  Beck  will  please  begin  ms  examination. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  where  you  reside,  and  how  long  yon  have  resided 
there. 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Athens,  Clarke  County,  Georgia,  and  have  resided  there  about 
twenty-six  years,  there  and  in  the  vicinity.  I  have  a  little  farm  Just  out  of  town, 
wlAve  I  am  sometimes:  but  I  have  been  in  the  county  for  twenty-six  years. 

Question.  What  pubhc  positions  have  you  held  or  aspired  to  iu  the  State  of  Georgia 
during  that  time  T  I  ask  yon  that  question  in  order  that  when  you  answer  we  may 
Qoderstand  exaetlv  your  status  there,  and  the  means  of  information  you  possess. 

jfMswer,  I  have  held  very  fbw  public  positions,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever 
MpMd  to  any.    I  was  twice  elected  to  Congress  from  my  district    I  was  a  member 
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of  the  State  conveiil^oD  that  formed  the  sew  eonstitation  in  1665,  under  President 
Johnson's  reoonstmction. 

QttettUm,  When  were  yon  elected  to  Congress  t 

Answer,  1  was  first  elected  in  1865.  und  I  was  again  elected  at  the  military  election  in 
1868 ;  those  were  the  two  first  elections  after  the  war. 

Question,  Have  you  a  pretty  {general  aconaintance  in  that  portion  of  Georgia,  espt- 
daily  in  the  congressional  district  of  which  Clarke  Connt^  forms  a  part  T 

Anmoer,  I  have  a  very  general  acquaintance  in  that  district ;  I  do  not  know  bnt 
what  I  know  every  man  in  it  of  any  prominence,  and  a  great  many  others.  I  hji^e 
attended  the  courts  in  mv  circuit  and  in  adjoining  circuits,  and  I  have  ^  considerable 
acquaintance  in  some  of  the  other  congressional  districts  in  other  parts  of  the  Sta'e. 
1  have  lived  in  the  State  a  long  time,  and  the  town  where  I  live  is  the  seat  of  the 
State  University,  and  people  come  there  frofn  all  parts  of  the  State,  eepecially  on 
commencement  occasions ;  in  that  way  I  have  become  acquainted  with  many  <n  the 
prominent  men  of  the  State.  Besides  that  I  have  myself  traveled  over  a  great  deal  of 
the  State. 

Qnestion,  Have  you  ever  canvassed  your  congressional  district  as  a  politician  T  - 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not.*  On  one  occasion,  when  I  was  a  candidate,  I  was 
a  member  of  the  State  convention t  and  the  election  occurred  a  day  or  two  after  I 
returned  from  MiUedceville.  On  the  other  occasion  when  1  was  a  candidate  I  ^as 
afflicted  with  bronchins,  so  that  I  could  not  address  the  people,  and  I  did  not  go  away 
from  home. 

Question,  We  desire  particularly  to  know  the  present  condition  of  your  people  as  to 
law  and  order ;  whether  or  not  the  laws  can  be  enforced  there,  and  whether  life  and 
property  are  secure;  whether  there  have  been  any  operations  by  dis^ised  men,  or  any 
outrages  committed  by  them.  Go  on  and  tell  all  about  it,  without  being  specially 
interrogated. 

Answer.  From  all  the  information  I  have,  from  my  own  observation  and  from  infor- 
mation from  other  sources,  I  think  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Cteorgia,  at  least,  ia  as 
quiet  and  orderly  as  it  ever  has  been  since  I  have  lived  in  the  State.  After  1  received 
my  summons  here  I  saw  a  judicial  officer  who  |iappened  to  meet  me  in  my  town.  I  bad 
no  statistics  to  refer  to,  and  no  data  of  that  sort,*  ont  I  inquired  of  him  about  it,  and 
obtained  his  opinion. 

QutstUm.  Who  was  he  t 

Answer,  The  Hon.  Mr.  Jackson,  the  ordinary  of  our  county.  The  court-honse  is  not 
in  our  town,  but  seven  miles  from  our  town.  He  tells  me  that  he  is  satisfied  the  laws 
are  now  enforced  aa  well  as  they  ever  were,  and  that  there  are  no  more  violations  of 
law  now  than  during?  the  same  period  before  the  war.  Ho  gave  that  as  his  opinion  to 
me  last  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  I  have  the  same  opinion  myself  from  having  visited 
the  courts  generally.  Judge  Davis,  the  judOT  of  our  circuit — it  is  not  a  circuu;  of  but 
three  counties  as  that  colored  man  swore  to liere ;  he  did  not  know  any  better ;  it  is  a 
large  circuit— Judge  Davis  is  a  republican,  and  a  very  upnght  and  good  man.  Ho  is  of 
the  same  opinion  that  I  am,  and  I  have  talked  with  him  frequently  about  it,  that  there 
is  no  more  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  there  than  we  have  always  had.  If  a  man 
violates  the  law  he  escapes  if  he  can.  The  difficulty  we  have  labored  under  is 
that  these  criminals  are  pardoned  after  the  courts  convict  them,  and  sometimes 
before  they  are  brought  to  triaL  This  leads  to  some  acts  of  violence,  although  I  have 
denounced  tiiem  as  acts  of  violence  through  my  newBpaper.  Bnt  parties  have  palliated 
them,  saying  that  they  were  done  because  they  knew  the  parties  would  finally  escape ; 
that  if  brought  into  the  courts  and  convicted  they  would  be  pardoned. 

Qu/estitm,  You  have  a  right  to  speak  of  matters  upon  information  upon  which  yon 
can  rely.  We  do  not  in  this  committee  limit  witnesses  to  their  own  personal  knowledge, 
but  they  can  give  such  information  as  they  rely  upon ;  in  other  words,  hearsay,  8t5e 
any  acts  of  lawlessness,  and  the  causes  of  them,  aoout  which  you  know  or  have  relU- 
ble  information. 

Answer.  I  can  give  you  a  few  occurrences  that  have  happened  in  our  own  cotinty ; 
they  are  what  we  may  c^  specimens  of  the  lawlessness  we  have  in  the  State  generally. 
So  nr  as  I  know,  the  firat  act  of  lawlessness  I  remember  after  the  war  was  the  kiUing 
of  a  negro.  Nobody  knew  who  did  it,  but  suspicion  rested  upon  a  confederate  soldier 
fh>m  Kentucky  who  was  stopping  there  in  our  county.  Finding  out  that  suspicion 
rested  npon  him  he  left.  When  the  superior  court  oame  on  there  was  a  true,  bill  fonnd 
lu^ainst  him ;  I  was  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  myself.  Of  course  the  testimony  bef<^ 
toe  grand  jury  was  all  ex  parte.  Some  time  afterward,  perhaps  a  year  or  two,  he  catne 
back  into  that  county,  was  apprehended,  brought  to  trial,  and  was  acquitted.  In  t|ie 
trial,  both  sides  were  heard.  The  evidence,  what  there  was  of  it,  was  entirely  circum- 
stantial ;  nobody  saw  him  commit  the  act ;  there  was  no  direct  proof  against  him«  and 
he  was  acouitted.  That  was  the  first  violation  of  law  of  any  magnitude  that  I  rem^Dii- 
ber  after  the  war.  The  next  occurrence  I  recollect  was  this :  a  confederate  soldier,  bittn 
and  raised  in  our  town,  a  very  popular  young  man,  beloved  by  the  wh,ole  community^ 
had  a  quarrel  with  an  agent  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  on  election  day.    A  day.  or  j^ 


afterward  be  got  drunk,  got  Axcited  with  liquor  and  went  to  the  office  of  the  Bureau 
Agent  and  provoked  a  quarrel  with  him  and  got  ehot ;  got  l^is  thigh  broken.  The 
father  and  brothers  and  kinfolk  of  this  young  man  assured  Major  Knox,  the  agent  of 
the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  (he  is  in  this  city  now.)  that  he  should  oot  be  troubled  for  it, 
and  he  was  not  troubled.  I  mention  that  to  show  the  law-abiding  character  of  our 
citizens.  If  anything  could  have  provoked  them  to  violate  the  law  that  would  have 
douo  it,  because  the  agents  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  were  at  that  time  very  obnoxious 
to  our  people.  I  do  not  remember  any  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  until  that  Rich- 
ardson case  came  up. 

Question,  Alfiifed  Eichardson  f 

Ansvcer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  man  who  testified  before  you ;  I  have  read  his  testimooy. 

Quesium.  He  is  a  colored  representative  in  the  State  legislature,  from  your  county  f 

Anmcer.  He  is  one  of  them.    There  are  two  colored  representatives  firom  our  county. 

Question.  State  the  facts  in  that  case  as  you  understand  them. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  the  case  personally,  but  I  will  state  what  I  understand 
to  be  the  facts  of  the  case.  A  freedman  had  lost  a  heifer,  a  beef  as  he  called  it,  and  the 
white  men  in  the  neighborhood,  his  employers  and  others,  knew  that  he  could  not  pur- 
chase another,  and  they  advised  him  to  get  some  white  men  to  help  him  reoove*  the 
heifer.  Those  white  men  disguised  themselves  and  went  up  to  Watklnsville,  our 
county  seat,  and  went  to  the  house  of  a  notorious  negro  there ;  he  is  named  Watson,  I 
think.  The  negroes  take  up  all  kinds  of -names  and  change  them  about  every  six 
months.  They  went  to  the  nouse  of  this  man  Watson,  who  it  was  supposed  had  the 
cow  in  his  possession,  or  knew  where  it  was.  One  report  is  that  they  threatened  to 
whip  him,  another  is  that  they  actually  did  whip  him,  to  make  him  tell  where  the  oow 
was.  While  that  was  going  on,  whether  they  were  whipping  or  merely  frightening 
him,  Alfred  Richardson,  who  lived  in  another  part  of  the  village,  too  fiEur  off  to  hear  the 
man^s  cries,  if  he  made  any,  had  found  out  in  someway  wh&t  was  going  on ;  he  gathered 
up  a  number  of  negroes  and  went  there  and  attacked  those  m&a-,  Sred  on  them,  and  one 
was  shot  in  the  eve.  They  left  precipitately,  skedaddled,  not  knowing  how  many  there 
'Trere  attacking  tnem.  Richardson  and  hijB  crowd  followed  them  out  of  town;  and 
after  they  got  out  of  town  they  turned  on  him  and  shot  him  in  the  l€^with  small  shot. 
Borne  weel^  afterwards  the  same  party,  it  was  supposed,  went  to  Watklnsville,  and 
went  to  Richardson's  house  and  attacked  him,  and  on  that  occasion  he  killed  one  of 
tbem  named  Ponder.  This  man  Ponder  did  not  belong  in  our  county ;  it  was  believed 
I  that  the  (arty  of  men  were  from  Greene  County;  it  was  in  Greene  County  that  the 
heifer  was  stolen.  I  dp  not  think  the  citizens  in  our  county  did  it  at  all.  There  was 
uo  politics  in  the  thing;  when  they  came  there  the  first  time  they  were  not  searching 
for  Richardson's  house,  for  all  there  knew  Richardson's  house  as  well  as  the  house  of 
this  other  negro.  Richardson's  house  has  become  a  noted  place ;  people  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  pointing  it  out  as  one  of  the  objects  of  interest  about  ^e  town.  It  was  so 
^remarkable  a  thing  that  we  should  have  two  thick-headed  negroes  to  represent  us  in 
ihe  legislature,  that  the  house  he  lived  in  was  quite  a  show.  The  statement  of  Rioh- 
ardson,  that  they  were  beating  this  negro  to  make  him  tell  where  Richardson  lived,  is 
absurd ;  everybody  knew  where  he  lived  who  knew  anything  about  Watkinsville. 

Question.  Was  it  ever  claimed,  until  Richardson  made  his  statement  here,  that  that 
body  of  men  were  after  him  at  the  time  of  their  first  difficulty  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  their  being  after  him  at  alL 

Question.  It  was  the  oow  thief  they  were  after  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  statement  by  anybody,  white  or  black,  that  they 
were  inquiring  at  that  time  for  Richardson's  house? 

Answer.  Never  in  the  world.  The  first  I  ever  heard  of  that  was  in  Richardson's  tes- 
timony. They  were  moved  by  sympathy  for  the  negro ;  they  knew  the  negro  was  poor, 
and  they  wanted  to  recover  his  cow  for  him.  They  also  wanted  to  break  up  this 
thieving,  for  they  had  lost  property  themselves,  and  thonght  it  had  gone  in  the  same 
direction.    I  do  not  know  myself  who  those  people  were. 

Question.  You  hsive  stated  that  your  9pinion  is  that  Richardson  fired  the  first  shot, 
at  the  time  these  disguised  men  were  punishing  this  oow  thief,  Watson  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  want  you  now  to  tell  me  from  whom  you  heard  it,  and  what  means  those 
poueu  had  of  knowing? 

Answer,  I  heard  it  from  various  citizens  of  Watkinsville;  I  do  not  remember  how 
many  of  them.  Dr.  M.  S.  Durham  was  one,  Mr.  Robert  L.  Harris  was  another ;  they 
fu«  very  reliable  men,  and  men  who  would  suffer  martyrdom,  for  the  truth,  if  any  men 
would.    •  • 

^  Question.  Do  you  remember  ai:^  others  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  their  names ;  numbers  talked  to  me  about  it ;  it  was  com- 
mon talk  for  two  or  three  days.  I  cannot  remember  the  others  to  swear  to  them,  but 
almosi  everybody  I  saw  from  Watkinsville  spoke  abo^t  it,  and  they  were  staid  and 
tespectable  citizens.  I  am  publishing  a  newspaper,  and  I  always  try  to  get  fiicts  from 
•  f euable  ftouroes. 
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QueiHon,  Yon  regarded  yoor  Information  on  that  snbject  fhll  and  reliable  f 

Anmoer,  As  reliable  as  I  could  get. 

Quegdon,  There  was  an  attack,  on  Richardson  made  iSiat  night  f 

Afuwer.  They  did  not  shoot  at  him  nntil  after  they  were  in  full  retreat,  and  bad  fefb 
the  place :  he  and  his  squad  followed  them  ont  of  the  village.  It  was  supposed  that 
these  parties  did  not  know  the  strength  of  the  squad  that  was  after  them,  and  thej 
left  the  Tillage.    They  finally  fired  on  him  and  he  was  hit: 

Quaiion,  Kiohardson  fired  first? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Was  it  regarded  by  the  people  there  that  the  attack  on  Richardson,  when 
his  houae  was  attacked,  was  made  because  of  his  attack  on  those  parties,  when  they 
were  after  the  cow  thicuff 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  supposition. 

Question.  He  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  your  county? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them.     . 

Question,  How  far  are  republicans  protected  in  your  region  of  country  in  the  casting 
of  their  votes  f 

Amswer,  They  cast  them  Just  the  same  as  other  people,  when  they  please  and  withoat 
any  fear  of  intimidation.  There  has  been  no  effort  made  to  influence  the  colored  peo> 
pie  in  our  county,  and  the  consequence  is  that  they  have  elected  their  members  of  the 
legislature.  There  has  been  no  attempt  to  influence  them  in  our  couuty,  even  by  per- 
suasion. There  have  been  two  or  three  negroes  in  our  town  who  have  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  J  they  have  been  threatened  by  negroes  there  that  if  they  dared  vote  the 
democratic  ticket  they  would  kill  them.  They  did  attack  a  negro  that  voted  the  open 
democratic  ticket;  a  negro  attacked  him  in  the  street  shortly  after  he  voted,  atid  he 
whipped  the  negro  that  attacked  him.  They  let  him  alone  after  that ;  they  thought 
him  an  unsafe  customer.  He  is  there  in  the  community  yet,  but  he  has  lost  caste  with 
the  other  negroes  by  voting  the  democratic  ticket. 

Qnestion,  It  is  said  that  it  has  become  so  unsafe  for  negroes  who  are  repubHcans  to 
remain  there  that  they  are  leaving  the  country,  because  of  the  bad  treatment  that  they 
receive;  that  they  are  so  much  intimidated  that  they  dare  not  either  express  their  sen- 
timents or  vote  them ;  what  do  you  know  on  that  subject  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  is  true.  Lazy  negroes,  who  do  not  want  to  work  in  the 
country  on  the  plantations,  come  into  town  and  make  a  precariou9« living  by  working 
on  the  streets  and  hiring  out  from  time  to  time,  and  by  stealing  at  nights.  Such  negroes 
very  firequently  come  in  and  say  they  have  been  driven  off  by  the  £u-Elux.  I  have  a 
negro  now  in  my  employ,  frt)m  Oglethorpe,  who  said  he  was  driven  out  by  the.  Kn- 
Kmx,  Before  he  had  oeen  in  my  employ  two  weeks,  he  was  arrested  by  an  ofiicer  from 
that  county  for  stabbing  a  negro :  I  paid  a  lawyer  and  had  him  released ;  I  made  a 
compromise  so  that  he  might  be  released. 

Question,  When  they  come  to  town  they  generally  say  they  have  been  driven  off  by 
theKu-Klnxf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  This  man  in  your  employ  said  he  had  been  driven  off  by  the  Ku-Eluxl 

Answer,  He  did  not  teu  that  to  me^e  told  my  little  boys  that  he  was  afraid  to  stay 
in  Oglethorpe  on  account  of  the  En-Klnx. 

Question,  You  compromised  the  case  of  stabbing  on  account  of  which  he  had  run  off! 

Answer,  1  compromised  the  case  and  he  is  living  with  me  to-day.  He  is  a  better 
ne^ro  than  the  average  of  them,  but  he  will  lie. 

Question,  Have  you  been  much  annoyed  in  your  country  by  larcenies  committed  by 
colored  people  f 

Answer,  A  great  deal.  There  is  an  old  negro  in  Watkinsville,  the  very  place  where 
Richardson  says  there  is  so  much  trouble,  who  told  some  white  gentlemen  the  other 
day  that  he  did  not  believe  the  Eu-Klux  existed  at  all,  but  if  it  did,  he  wished  it  would 
be  brought  there,  and  that  he  would  give  (20  to  sustain  it,  because  he  could  not  now 
raise  any  chickens  or  pigs.  Mr.  Robert  L.  Harris  told  me  that  before  this  difficulty 
ooourred  it  was  so  baa  that  his  family  could  not  attend  church  at  night ;  ho  lived  a 
little  way  from  town ;  that  armed  negroes  patrolled  the  road,  and  undertook  to  halt 
every boay  that  passed  along  and  make  them  tell  their  business ;  that  they  were  kick- 
ing up  a  great  many  mstiee  all  over  the  comity ;  but  since  this  party  came  into  town 
they  had  been  rather  quiet;  the  orderiy  negroes  were  very  glad  they  caqie  in  upon 
them ;  there  have  been  only  those  two  visits  at  Watkinsville,  that  I  know  of.  I  have 
heard  from  time  to  time  of  parties  being  whipped  at  night  bv  disguised  men,  par- 
ties who  were  Uving  in  a  state  of  fornication  and  adultery ;  I  have  heard  of  a  few 
cases  of  that  sort.  I  have  no  idea  that  there  ever  has  been  any  organization  in  the 
State  of  Georgia  known  as  Eu-Elnx,  or  any  other  sort  of  secret  organization,  except 
the  Loyal  Let^e,  since  the  surrender. 

OueAon,  As  far  as  you  know,  did  these  bands  of  disguised  men  ever  punish  any- 
body in  the  county  for  his  politics  f  gitized  by  vjOv 
Answer,  I  know  of  no  man  having  been  punished  for  his  politics;  I  know  of  QO  j^ 
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tempt  to  interfere  with  any  one  on  aeconnt  of  his  politics,  excei>t  the  time  when  the 
attempt  was  made  to  whip  old  Tom  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket.  Sometimes 
mischievous  boys  who  want  to  have  some  fhn  go  on  a  masquerading  fttlHc  to  scare  the 
uesroes.  but  they  do  not  interrupt  tbem,  do  nothnrt  them  in  any  way ;  but  that  is  what 
poTitical  cjipital  is  made  out  of;  stories  are  exafi;gerated,  and  it  Keeps  up  the  impression 
among  the  negroes  tbat  there  is  reaUy  a  Ku-Klux  oiganication ;  the  boys  do  not  molest 
them,  but  mei*ely  scare  them ;  and  that  is<a  rare  occurrence ;  I  have  heard  of  some  cases 
of  that  sort,  jnst  such  cases  as  tbat.  And  I  have  heard  of  cases  where  parties  have 
taJcen  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  for  the  punishment  of  those  living  in  fornication 
and  4idultery,  in  open  violation  of  the  law ;  such  things  aer  those  have  ^ven  rise  to  all 
tliese  Ku-Ernx  stories,  in  our  part  of  the  State.  I  do  not  beUere  there  is  any  Ku-Klux 
organization  in  any  part  of  the  State. 

QuesUan,  What  counties  do  you  embrace  in  your  statement? 

Answer,  The  twenty-one  counties  of  the  sixth  congressional  district,  and  a  number 
of  the  counties  of  the  third  and  fifth  congressional  districts,  the  counties  lying  in  the 
neighborhoodjof  our  districts ;  our  county  is  in  the  lower  comer  of  the  sixth  district ; 
auol  am  consequently  acquainted  in  the  third  and  fifth  congressional  districts. 

Question.  Are  you  a  newspaper  man  and  a  politician,  and  thus  thrown  in  pontact 
with  a  large  number  of  the-  people  in  your  section  of  the  country  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  * 

(hitsiion.  Are  you  acquainted  with  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  know  the  condition  of  your  country  very  well  f 

Ansxoer.  I  think  I  travel  over  it  more  than  any  man  in  it,  unless  it  is  the  judge  of  our 
superior  court  and  his  solicitor.  '' 

Question,  Are  the  judges  of  your  courts  republicans  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  that  the  information  you  have  from  them,  that  the  country  is  peaceable 
and  orderly  1 

Answer,  I  have  it  from  the  judge  of  our  circuit ;  I  do  not  remember  talking  with 
other  judges;  perhaps  I  did  with  Judge  Andrews,  of  the  northern  circuit,  adjoining 
oars ;  I^think  X  did ;  I  know  our  Judge,  Judge  Davis,  very  well ;  he  lives  in  the  adjoin- 
ing county.  .  I 

Ouestion.  Do  you  know  of  any  interruptions  of  gentlemen  who  have  undertaken  to 
make  republican  speeches  in  your  section  of  the  country  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  any  interruption  of  that  sort,  recently.  Before 
the  presidential  election  Mr.  Akerman,  who  is  now  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  had  his  horse  shaved  in  Washington,  Wilcox  County.  I  do  not  know  that  he 
Tvas  making  republican  speeches  then ;  but  he  told  me  the  winter  afterwards  about  his 
liorse  being  shaved,  and  said  that  he  thought  it  was  done  by  some  mischievous  boys. 

Qjnestion.  What  is  the  efi^ect  upoh  the  feebng  of  security  of  life  and  property  in  your 
region  of  country,  of  the  frequent  pardons  of  which  you  have  spoken  as  having  been 
granted  by  your  governor? 

Answer,  Ab  I  stated  a  while  ago,  the  direct  effect  is  to  cause  some  good  citizens— other- 
wise good  men— to  countenance  acts  of  violence  sometimes,  because,  they  say,  that  it 
is  the  only  way  in  which  you  can  punish  criminals.  I  do  not  know  that  these  men 
indulge  in  these  practices  themselves,  but  they  try  to  palliate  them,  and  say  that  the 
boys  are  not  to  blame  so  much  after  all,  because  they  know  that  if  the  parties  are  tried 
in  the  courts  and  convicted  the  governor  will  pardon  them. 

QueslUm.  Hat  he  pardoned  many  offenders  in  your  region  of  country  f 

Ansioer.  Kot  in  our  immediate  region — not  a  great  many.  *  He  pardoned  one  man  in 
Banks  County,  above  us,  for  murdering  a  negro ;  he  was  not  brought  to  trial  at  all. 
fie  has  not  pardoned  many  in  our  own  county.  He  pardoned  two  parties  who  were 
accused  of  murder,  who  wei*e  never  brought  to  trial ;  hut  he  did  that  at  the  solicitations 
of  many  of  our  best  citizens.  I  do  not  know  why  he  granted  the  pardon  in  the  Batiks 
County  case.  There  was  one  case  I  wanted  to  mentmn  to  you.  X  undertook  to  give 
the  instances  of  violations  of  law  in  our  county,  and  mentioned  all  the  cases  but  one :  I 
am  reminded  of  that  case  by  reading  the  testimony  of  Bichardson.  He  speaks  ot  a 
man  whom  he  called  Haycock,  and  nolds  out  the  idea  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  after 
him.  Now,  that  was  an  outrage  by  negroes ;  three  negroes  whipped  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Acock :  two  of  the  negroes  escaped,  one  was  apprehended  and  brought  to  triah 
He  confessed  that  they  were  hired  by  a  white  man,  who  paid  them  to  go  and  whip 
Acock ;  they  beat  him  nearly  to  death.  The  negroes  take  this  thing  in  hand  them- 
selves sometimes ;  they  have  got  the  trick ;  they  learn  anything  that  white  men  do 
that  is  mean:  they  disguise  themselves  sometimes.  They  had  no  animosity  against 
4.cock  himself;  but  they  were  Jools,  for  a  very  small  consideration,  to  go  and  whip  hinu 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

'  QW9tUm.  Who  was  Acock  1  Digitized  by  GoOSic  ^ 

Anstner.  He  is  a  plain,  country  farmer,  an  inoffensive  man,  as  far  as  I  know.  But 
this  neighbor  of  his  had  a  ^Edling  out  with  him,  and  being  amdd  himself  to  attempt  t<] 
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cbafltise  Acock,  he  hired  negroes  to  do  it.  I  know  of  other  eaeee  of  that  sort — not  of 
my  personal  knowledge,  bat  from  reliable  infbrmfttlon — where  n^noee  have  gone  out 
and  done  these  things.  Mr.  Pottle  told  me  of  a  case  in  Hancock  Connty  where  ih&n 
were  twelve^  or  fifteen,  or  eighteen  negroes— I  d«i  not  remember  the  nnmber,  bat  a 
considerable  nnmber  of  them— who  had  disgnisod  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
a  white  man.  There  was  a  loose  plank  in  Uie  ih>ot  of  the  room  where  he  and  hfs  wile 
were,  and  she  raised  the  plank  and  got  him  to  get  nnder  it.  When  the  negroes  came 
in  the  house,  not  finding  him  they  thought  be  had  made  his  escape;  they  insulted  her, 
blnstered  around  a  while,  and  then  left.  They  were  tried  in  the  Hancock  court,  con- 
victed, and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary,  and  pardoned  by  the  governor.  That 
account  I  got  from  Mr.  Pottle  as  I  was  on  my  way  here ;  he  Uvea  in  Warren  Coonty. 
bat  the  case  occurred  in  Hancock  County. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

QuegiUm.  Did  you  say  that  you  edited  a  newspaper  f 

Antwfr,  Yes,  sir. 

Q¥a$ii$n,  A  democratic  newspaper  f 

Amswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qiieslion,  1  find  the  following  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Richardson: 

"  We  followed  them  to  the  iorks  of  the  road,  about  three  hundred  yards  from  where 
we  met  them.  They  all  stopped  and  got  over  into  the  field,  taking  the  old  man  with 
them.  I  ran  up^  and  look|9d  first  up  one  road  and  then  the  other,  to  see  which  way 
they  had  goifo.  I  could  not  see  anybody  for  a  long  time;  a  cloud  had  got  over  the 
moon.  Alter  a  while  I  saw  one  fellow  slipping  alongside  the  fenoe.  He  had  a  piatol 
in  his  hand,  as  if  to  ihoot  me.  When  I  saw  him  doing  that,  I  took  my  pistol,  and  sbol 
at  him.  When  I  shot  at  him  there  were  three  or  four  men  who  shot  me  from  tbrongk 
the  fence.    I  did  not  see  them.^' 

It  thus  appears  by  the  testimony  of  Alfred  Richardsoni  that  he  himself  states  that  be 
fired  the  first  shot. 

Answer.  1  have  always  understood  that  he  stated  so ;  I  have  never  heard  him  make 
the  statement  himself. 

Queaiion.  Is  it  substantially  as  he  states  it,  so  far  as  you  know  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  had  not  heard  all  the  particulars  when  I  was  at  home.*  I  read 
his  testimony  this  morning,  and  I  found  in  it  a  great  manv  thinss  I  never  heard  before^ 
He  was  present  and  knew  all  that  happened.  I  do  not  know  how  mnch  of  his  state- 
ment is  true. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  men  whom  you  heard  make  a  statement  about  it  present 
there,  and  did  they  see  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  were  some  young  men.  who,  it  occurred  to  me,  might  have 
had  some  hand  in  it,  and  I  asked  them  about  it,  but  they  said  they  knew  nothing  about 
it  personally ;  that  they  had  talked  with  Alfred  Richardson,  but  they  did  not  know  the 
parties  who  were  in  disguise. 

QueeHon.  What  is  the  character  of  Alfired  Richardson? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  answer  that  satisfiaictorilv ;  I  barely  know  him  by  sisht, 
though  he  has  been  representing  me  for  some  time  in  the  legislature.  I  never  saw  him 
until  since  this  occurrence ;  he  came  into  my  office  one  day,  when  he  came  to  Attieos^ 
he  was  there  for  a  few  minutes ;  that  was  the  only  time  I  ever  saw  him. 

Queaium,  Do  you  know  the  reputation  he  bears  in  the  oommunity  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  in  the  world  about  him :  I  have  heard  nothing 
against  him  or  for  him.  I  know  as  little  about  him  as  I  possibly  can  know  about  any 
plantation  negro,  except  that  he  was  in  my  office  at  one  time,  and  I  tohl  him  he  was 
safe  in  Athens. 

Question,  You  say  his  house  was  a  notorious.place  f 

Answer.  I  say  it  was  a  noted  place,  merely  because  he  was  a  colored  repiesentat^ife 
in  the  legislature ;  I  said  that  was  what  gave  it  its  notoriety. 

Question.  You  say  the  parties  who  came  to  his  house  were  firam  Greene  County  f 

Answer.  1  sav  it  was  generally  supposed  that  they  were  the  neighbors  of  the  freed^ 
man  who  had  lost  his  cow. 

Question.  Did  they  shoot  him  that  night  in  his  house  1 

Answer.  He  says  they  did ;  I  do  not  know  anything  aboot  the  correctness  of  his  stete- 
ment. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  understood  in  the  community  that  they  fired  at  himf 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  contradicted  that  he  was  shot  that  night  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  it  contradicted  oi:  asserted.  I  heard  that  he 
shot  Ponder ;  that  was  common  talk ;  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  heard  that  he  was 
wounded  or  not. 

Question.  You  say  that  he  killed  a  man  f 

Answer.  So  he  says,  and  I  was  told  by  respectable  citieens  in  the  i^ighbonhood  ^a« 
,they  have  no  doubt  it  was  so.    Ponder  has  not  been  seen  sin^^®  ^ 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  prosecution  against  Richardson  for  killing  that  man  1  \ 
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Answer.  No,  sir,  n6i  at  all ;  we  have  Iiad  uo  courii)  Biooe  then. 

Queation,  You  have  magistrates  and  justices  of  the  peace  f 

AHMoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  a  case  of  homicide  t 

Mimcer.  The  general  opinion  of  the  community  is  that  it  was  Justifiable,  for  he  was 
attacked  in  his  own  house. 

QumUoH,  If  these  parties  were  from  Greene  County  why  should  they  know  Richard- 
son's house  f 

An9wer.  Greene  County  is  very  near  Watkinsville ;  they  live  very  little  further  from 
Watkinsville  than  I  do,  and  the  Greene  County  people  frequently  come  there. 

QumtUm.  Are  the  ne£px>es.in  the  minority  in  vour  county  T 

Anmcer.  No,  sir,  except  on  election  days ;  they  are  always  in  the  migority  then,  for 
they  colonize  larfi;ely. 

(juestum.  How  large  a  m^ority  f 

Anvwer,  They  vote  sometimes  one  hundred  and  fifty  mi^rity  there. 

Question,  What  is  the  statement  of  the  census  returns  of  your  county! 

Awtwer.  I  have  not  examined  the  census  returns^  but  I  think  the  whites  outnumber 
the  blacks.  .        '  . 

Qiie^tum.  To  what  extent  f 

AnmMr.  I  do  not  know. 

iimnticm.  How  is  it  in  the  adjoining  counties  f 

AfMw^r,  In  some  counties  the  whites  are  more  numerous,  and  in  some  the  blacks  axe. 
In  Oglethorpe  and  Greene  Counties  the  blacks  outnumber  the  whites ;  in  Walton,  Jack- 
maUj  and  Madison  Counties  the  whites  outnumber  the  blacks. 

Qmstion,  Have  yon  not  heard  of  a  great  many  outrages  committed  by  disguised  men 
in  the  counties  around  you  f 

Answer.  I  remarked  a  while  a^  that  I  had  heard  of  several  cases  of  whipping,  where 
whites  and  blacks  were  cohabiting  together ;  I  do  not  remember  any  whipping  for  any 
other  cause.  I  have  heard  of  oases  in  Walton  and  Morgan  and  Clarke  Counties — whites 
and  blacks  were  both  whipped— where  it  was  done  for  cohabitation  between  the  diJ^ 
ferent  races. 

Queation.  You  have  heard  of  no  cases  except  for  that  offense  f 

Anmcer,  1  do  not  remember  of  any  others.  1  heard  of  an  old  man  named  Fambrough, 
a  white  man,  who  was  whipped.    I  do  not  remember  why  he  was  whipped,  or  how. 

QuetUoh*  You  have  not  heard  of  any  persons  being  whipped  who  were  charged  with 
Bt^kUng,  except  the  man  Watson  you  have  named? 

AmatBer,  1  do  not  remember  any.  • 

Quatioii.  Have  there  been  any  bams  burned  in  your  county  f 

Aunner.  There  have  been  cotton-gins  burned.  That  is  the  sort  of  burnings  we  have. 
We  do  not  have  any  barn-burning  with  us ;  they  bum  up  the  otop  of  cotton  in  the 
gin-liouae. 

QneaUon.  How  many  cases  of  that  sort  have  you  heard  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember;  perhaps  three  or  four  in  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

There  may  have  been  more  than  that,  but  I  do  not  recollect.    These  things  sometimes 

-  occar  by  accident  when  it  is  thought  to  be  the  work  of  an  incendiary.    I  do  not  know 

that  they  were  incendiary  burnings,  but  we  were  not  able  to  convict  anybody  for  them. 

QueatUm.  You  say  that  boys  go  out  in  disguise  and  visit  the  negroes  t 
Anatoer.  I  say  that  it  is  saia  that  they  go  out  and  meet  them  sometimes  on  the  road 
and  aeare  them. 

Qiimtion.  Do  they  not  go  to  their  houses  f 

Ammoar,  They  may  sometimes,  but  they  do  not  attempt  to  punish  them  in  any  way. 

QwaU4)n.  Does  not  that  produce  a  state  of  intimidation  and  fear  on  the  part  of  negroes  f 
'  Anawer.  To  a  certain  extent  it  does.  The  negroes  are  very  superstitious;  they  say 
the  Kn-Klox  are  the  spirits  of  confederate  soldiers.  I  have  talked  with  negroes  some* 
timee  who  say  they  leave  holes  in  the  ground  like  the  seventeen-year  locusts ;  that  they 
can  see  where  they  come  up  out  of  uie  ground.  The  negroes  are  very  superstitious ; 
they  aie  very  much. afraid  if  they  see  anything  white  in  the  night. 

Queatidn,  Do  not  the  Ku-Klux  tell  the  negroes  that  story  about  the  spirits  of  tihe  con- 
federate dead  f 

Amawir,  I  do  not  know  about  the  Ku-Klux ;  the  boys  who  disguise  themselves  humor 
that  joke,  of  course. 

Queatkm,  Do  you  suppose  those  negroes  reaUy  believe  anything  of  that  kind  f 
Anawer,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  believe  it  or  not ;  they  pretend  to.    They  are 
very  superstitious,  as  I, know;  for  I  have  been  raised  among  them,  and  have  lived- 
ameag  them  all  my  life^ 

QmeaHou.  How  is  it  that  the  negroes,  who  are  so  very  near  in  a  migority  in  your 
oountjT,  submit  so  quietly  to  boys  going  about  in  this  way,  and  now  and  then  wliipping 
themf  ^^  , 

'^**^*  ''?!?, ^•^?®*,^^P^®P-        .  ....      Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 

QueaUon,  WeU,  how  do  tUey  submit  to  the  men  who  do  whip  them  f  o 
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AnsiSr,  They  cannot  well  help  submitting.  Where  a  crowd  of  a  dozen  men  go  and 
iind  a  man  and  woman  in  bed  together,  they  can  whip  them  very  easily. 

Question.  Why  do  they  not  retaliate  f 

Anstper.  I  do.  not  know;  the  white  men  might  as  well  retaliate  as  the  negroes.  I 
have  said  that  I  have  hesu^  of  three  or  foar  cases  of  persons  living  in  fornication  or 
adultery  where  they  have  been  visited  in  that  way.  I  was  asked  to  state  the  outrages 
that  h^  occurred,  and  I  stated  where  parties  undertook  to  take  the  punishment  of 
criminals  in  their  own  hands. 

Qttegtion.  You  say  the  governor  has  not  given  any  occasion  for  that,  for  he  has  issued 
no  pardons  in  your  section  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  say  he  has  issued  none ;  I  know  of  some  he  has  issued. 

Question,  Have  any  been  improperly  issued  in  your  section  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  the  judge  of  that.  I  will  say,  however,  that  I  think  one  was— the 
man  in  Banks  County,  who  was  not  tried  at  all.  I  never  heard  of  any  palliating  cir- 
cumstance in  that  case.  Perhaps  the  governor  thought  he  had  good  reason  for  grant- 
ing a  pardon.    I  know  the  man  very  well. 

Question.  How  faf  is  Banks  County  from  you  f 

Answer.  It  is  thirty-two  miles  from  thfe  court-house.    I  go  there  frequently. 

Question.  Have  any  white  men  been  convicted  for  committing  any  of  these  acts  in 
disffuise  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  case  that  has  come  to  trial. 

Question.  Have  any  been  arrested  f 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  that  have  been  arrested ;  they  do  not  know  who  they 
are.  I  have  myself  talked  with  the  solicitor  about  it,  and  urged  him  to  have  them 
arrested,  if  possible.  , 

(luestion.  Yon  say  you  have  heard  of  two  cases  where  negroes  disguised  themselves  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  both  of  those  cases  the  negroes  were  arrested? 

Answer.  In  one  case  one  negro  was  arrested,  and  in  the  other  case  the  whole  number 
were  arrested. 

Question.  And  the  whole  number  were  convicted  f 

Answer.  I  understood  Mr.  Pottle  to  say  that  they  were  all  convicted ;  they  did  not 
go  to  the  penitentiary,  for  they  were  pardoned. 
V    Question.  How  is  it  that  the  two  cases  where  the  negroes  were  disguised  were  promptly 
met  by  the  authorities,  and  none  of  the  cases  in  which  white  men  did  the  same  thing 
have  been  prosecuted? 

Answer.  1  have  only  one  way  to  account  for  it,  and  that  is  only  supposition  on  my 

Sart:  I  presume  they  recognized  the  negroes,  and  did  not  recognize  the  white  men. 
:ichard8on  himself  told  me  that  he  did  not  know  the  men  who  were  after  him ;  I  asked 
him  very  particularly  about  it  when  he  was  in  my  office;  I  was  very  anxious  to  have 
them  prosecuted,  out  of  consideration  for  the  good  name  of  our  country.  I  denounced 
them  very  bitterly  in  my  paper ;  I  am  opposed  to  everything  of  the  sort,  and  I  want 
to  see  them  prosecuted.  Bo  far  as  I  know,  our  good  citizens,  law-abiding  citizens,  are 
all  opposed  to  all  acts  of  violence,  and  have  always  been.  We  have  ever  been  a  law- 
abiding  community,  yet  the  laws  have  been  violated  ever  since  I  knew  the  county. 
Before  the  war  I  knew  the  case  of  one  man  there  who  killed  his  father,  of  another 
man  who  killed  his  wife ;  but  tJiere  was  no  Ku-Klux  in  that. 

Question.  Did  you  know  in  your  county  of  men  in  disguise  going  about  before  the 
war  as  they  have  since  f 

Ansu)er.  In  some  rare  instances. 

Question.  Before  the  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  instances  all  over  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
as  there  used  to  be  in  California,  where  men  set  themselves  up  as  regulators  when  they 
desired  to  get  rid  of  obnoxious  i>er8ons  in  the  neighborhood.  I  have  heard  of  disgiUsed 
parties  running  ofif  people  in  that  way  ever  since  I  could  recollect. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  such  case  in  the  State  of  Georgia? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.   . 

Question.  Of  a  band  of  men  disguising  themselves  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  did.  but  I  presume  they  did ;  I  have  heard  of  it.  I 
have  known  thoni  to  go  and  stone  the  nouses  of  parties,  and  run  them  off  in  that  way. 

Question.  Were  they  in  disguise? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not ;  I  never  knew  the  parties. 

Question.  I  was  speakine  of  these  manifestations  by  bands  of  disguised  men  visitiDg 
people's  houses  and  punishing  them  for  petty  crimes. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  disguised  before  the  war ;  I  do  not  remember 
whether  it  was  stated  they  were  disguised  or  not. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  these  bands  have  been  operating  within  the  last 
twelve  months  in  various  parts  of  the  State  of  Georgia? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  more  of  it  here  in  Washington  City  than  I  ever  heard  anywhere 
else.    When  I  was  here  upward  of  two  yean  ago  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  it.   It  is  mneb 
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like  sickness  in  different  sections  of  the  country.  I  have  traveled  in  different  j^arts  of 
the  State,  and  have  asked  in  a  neighborhood  if  there  was  any  fever  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. The  answer  would  be:  "O,  no,  no  fever  here;  but  if  you  go  down  here  about 
twenty  miles  almost  everybody  there  dies  of  fever."  And  when  you  get  down  twenty 
miles  further,  they  tell  you  there  is  no  fever  there,  but  you  will  fina  it  twenty  miles 
beyoud  that.  So  it  is  in  this  case.  I  heard  here  in  Washington  a  great  deal  of  it  dur- 
ing the  winter  I  spent  here. 

QuesUan.  Have  you  not  heard  of  it  in  Georgia  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  sotne  cases,  as  I  have  told  you. 

Question,  Have  you  not  been  thrown  into  intercourse  and  communication  with  a  great 
many  people  from  different  parts  of  the  State  of  Georgia  f 

Annoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questioru  Have  they  not  reported  these  things  as  occurring  in  different  parts  of  the 
State  t 

Anncer,  Some  report  that  there  are  outrages;  others  say  that  they  are  greatly  mag- 
nified. I  met  Mr.  Nielj  representative  from  Warren  County,  and  ar  republican.  More 
outrages,  so-called,  were  said  to  have  been  committed  in  Warren  County  than  in  any 
other  county  in  the  State.  It  is  the  county  where  Chap  Norris  lives,  a  man  who  has 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  fomenting  mischief  there,  it  is  believed.  I  asked  Niel  about 
it,  and  he  told  me  that  the  cases  had  been  very  greatly  magnified;  he  stated  that  not 
one-tenth  of  the  cases  that  had  been  reported  from  Warren  County  were  correct.  I 
have  heard  of  many  cases  of  that  sort. 

Queaiion.  You  have  heard  similar  reports  from  other  States,  have  you  not? 

Antncer,  Yes,  sir;  I  ftave  heard  that  Tennessee  was  full  of  the  Ku-Kldx. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  it  in  Alabama? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  so  particularly  about  Alabama,  but  I  have  heard  a  great 
deal  about  the  Ku-Kluz  in  Tennessee.   Tennessee  adjoins  my  district. 

QvcsttOM.  Have  you  ever  conversed  with  any  man  who  said  that  he  belonged  to  an 
organization  of  that  sort  1 

Answer.  Never  in  the  world.  I  have  seen  some  boys,  some  young  men — bad  young 
men — ^who  I  thought  would  perhaps  belong  to  it,  if  there  was  any  such  organization  at 
all.  I  have  asked  them  about  it,  but  they  have  denied  it.  I  never  saw  a  man  on  the  face 
of  the  habitable  globe  who  admitted  or  said  that  he  belonged  to  any  such  organization. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  man  with  whom  you  talked  say  that  he  belonged  to 
any  organization  at  all  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  talked  with  men  who  might  have  belonged  to  it,  but  they 
never  admitted  it  to  me.  They  know  that  I  am  opposed  to  it,  and  they  would  be  very 
clear  of  admitting  it  to  me,  even  if  they  did  belong  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Cobcrn  : 

Question,  Have  you  ever  seen  Governor  Bullock's  proclamations  in  relation  to  these 
crimes  committed  by  disguised  men  in  Georgia  1 

Answer.  I  published  his  jproclamations  in  my  paper. 

Question.  Did  he  not  recite  a  large  number- of  outrages  committed  by  disguised  men? 

Ansxver.  He  recited  a  number  of  them.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  a  large  number  ^  he 
recited  several,  som^  in  our  county.  This  Richardson  affair  was  one ;  and  he  recited 
some  that  occurred  about  Rome,  and  some  in  other  places. 

Question.  Stating  the  names  of  the  persons  who  had  been  outraged,  the  deeds  com- 
mitted by  these  disguised  men,  and  the  places  where  they  were  said  to  have  been  com- 
mitted? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  view  of  that,  are  you  prepared  to  say  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  en- 
forcing the  law  in  Georgia? 

An9wer.  I  have  not  said  any  such  thing. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that. 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  there  was  no  difficulty  ;  I  said  there  was  no  more  difficulty 
now  than  before  the  war.  Sconndrels  who  break  the  law  will  always  escape  if  they 
can. 

Qaestion.  Was  there  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  before  the  war? 

Answer,  There  is  much  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  everywhere  that  I  ever  heard 
of. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact  that  th«  crimes  committed  by  these  disguised  men 
we  more  difficult  of  prosecution  and  conviction  than  crimes  that  were  committed 
before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  1  think  so.  because  yon  cannot  find  out  who  they  are.  Before  the  war  you 
generallv  got  some  clue  to  the  persons  who  committed  the  crimes.  That  has  been  the 
tttmble  in  our  county. 

Question,  Is  not  that  the  reason  why  Governor  Bullock  offered  large  regards  for  the 
ajofprehension  of  these  criminals  ?  digitized  by  CjOOQ Ic 

Ansioer.  I  suppose  that  was  one  reason.  o 

16  o 
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Que8ti9iii.  Has  anybody  been  taken  up  under  this  offer  of  reward  f 

Answer.  Under  this  particular  offer  you  refer  to  f  I  do  not  know.  I  tbink  somo 
were  taken  up  in  the  neighborhood  of  Rome. 

Question,  About  what  was  the  date  of  that  proclamation  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  date  ;  probably  about  February  or  Maroh  ;  I 
think  it  was  about  that  time  of  the  year.  I  rather  think  some  of  the  parties  were 
arrested  up  about  Rome.  Nobody  has  been  arrested  under  that  proclamation  in  our 
county.  I  think  that  the  parties  committing  the  deeds  in  our  county,  from  the  infocma* 
tion  I  could  get,  resided  in  Greene  County ;  that  is  the  general  impression. 

Qnestion,  You  mentioned  a  great  diflSculty  in  relation  to  some  crimes  occasioned  by 
the  great  number  of  pardons  by  the  governor.  Do  you  know  cf  any  instance  in  whiehi 
any  man  pardoned  by  the  governor  has  committed  another  crime? 

Answer.  Afterward? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  I  only  know  of  the  three  pardons  that  I  mentioned,  one  in 
Baiiks  County,  and.two  in  our  ow©  county.  I  have  not  heard  of  those  parties  commitiing 
crime  since. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  pardons  granted  by  Governor 
Bullock  have  operated  to  encourage  disguised  men  to  go  around  and  perpetrate  out- 
rages ? 

Ans^cer.  That  is  the  general  impression,  that  they  do  it  because  when  parties  huva 
been  convicted  they  could  not  be  punished,  owiu^  to  the  executive  pardons. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  convicted  tor  committing  crimes  as  disguised 
men  ?  /  # 

Answer.  No.  sir.  But  they  have  been  convicted  for  theft  and  various  other  crimes,  and 
pardoned  witnout  punishment ;  that  was  the  kind  I  referred  to^  There  may  have  been 
some  convicted  for  committing  crimes  as  disguised  men,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  ease. 

Question,  Now,  in  relation  to  the  petty  crimes  that  are  committed.  Why  do  not  the 
people,  as  a  matter  of  fact  and  policy,  resort  to  the  courts  for  the  punishmeat  of  those 
crimes  ? 

Answer.  They  do  generally  resort  to  the  courts,  and  have  always  done  so,  as  a  geneisJ 
thing.  There  have  oeen  some  exceptional  cases,  as  I  told  you,  where  disguised  men 
undertook  to  punish- parties ;  but,  as  a  general  thing,  they  resort  to  the  courts. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  those  men  who  came  in  search  of  this  alleged 
cow-thief  at  Watkinsville  did  not  take  out  legal  process  ? 

Ansicer.  1  do  not. 

Question.  Was  there  any  obstruction  in  the  way  of  their  doing  so? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  any  reason  at  all.  I  am  not  posted  about  that.  I  do  not 
know  what  was  their  reason. 

,  Question.  You  say  that  in  cases  of  adultery,  and  for  open  \iolations  of  law,  persons 
are  whipped  by  these  disguised  men  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  some  few  cases  of  that  sort  that  I  have  mentioned.  I  do 
not  remember  any  other  cases. 

Question,  How  are  these  things  regarded  in  that  community  j  are  they  approved  or 
disapproved  ? 

Answer.  What ;  adulterers  and  fornicators?  • 

Question,  No ;  punishment  in  this  way  of  persons  who  commit  open  violations  of  law. 

Anstcer.  It  depends  a  great  deal  upon  circumstances.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  people 
who  live  in  the  neighborhood  where  a  man  and  woman  are  living  together  io  open 
violation  of  law  are  very  glad  when  they  get  whipped  and  run  off.  If  they  are  not 
living  right  under  my  nose,  if  I  live  out  of  the  way  of  it,  I  would  say  that  the  law 
should  not  be  violated  at  all,  that  it  should  be  respected. 

Question.  Suppose  that  other  violations  of  law,  theft  and  other  irregularities,  aside 
from  adultery,  are  punished  by  men  in  disguise,  is  there  any  reprobation  of  acts  of  that 
kind,  if  the  commission  of  the  crime  is  clearly  established? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  si.r.  Our  people  are  opposed  to  everything  in  the  shape  of  mob  violenee ; 
I  speak  of  m.ost  of  the  people  generally.  The^  are  Just  as  much  opposed  to  it  as  peo- 
ple in  New  England,  New  York,  Ohio,  Slissoun,  or  any  other  State. 

Question.  There  has  been  testimony  here  going  to  show  that  these  disguised  iseii  ave 
in  some  degree  the  successors  of  what  were  called  patrols  in  slave  times ;  that  they  do 
duties  of  that  kind.  During  the  time  of  slavery  ^etty  offenses  were  not  poniahed  by 
law ;  but  the  patrols  punished  them  suniftiarily,  giving  the  offenders  so  many  laahes  ? 

Answer,  Patrols  did  not  punish  petty  offenses ;  but  they  would  not  allow  n^^roea  to 
be  out  where  they  could  commit  petty  offenses  after  9  o'clock  at  night,  unless  toefr  had 
a  pass.  The  master  of  the  negro  could  give  him  a  pass,  so  that  he  could  stay  outaU  the 
year  round  if  he  wanted  to,  and  the  patrol  could  not  interrupt  him.  Bat  the  negro 
who  was  disposed  to  thieving  could  not  get  a  pass  to  be  out  after  9  o'clock.  They -did 
not  undertake  to  punish  a  negro  for  petty  crimes,  but  for  being  out  after  that  bone 
without  a  pass.  That  was  the  extent  of  the  punishment  by  the  patroL  Aad  Mte« 
generally  through  the  country  subjecf    to  military  duty  were  subject  also  to  pataol 

uty. 


/OEOBGIA*  243 

By  the  ChairmaNj  (Mr.  Pool:) 
Question,  That  was  provided  by  lawt 
Answer,  It  was  provided  by  law. 

By  Mr.  Cobusk: 

Queaion,  Asa  general  thing,  how  do  the  colored  people  behave  in  that  county? 

Ansmer.  As  a  general  thing  they  behave  better  than  I  had  any  idea  they  would.  As 
to  working,  they  do  better  than  I  thought  they  would,  a  great  many  of  them.  There 
are  some  of  them  who  gather  about  the  towns  and  tell  these  cock-and-bull  stories 
about  being  run  off  by  the  Ku-Klux.  The  truth  is,  they  come  to  town  because  they  do  not 
yt9Xki  to  work.  Generally  the  negroes  work  better  than  I  supposed  they  would.  A 
j^eat  many  of  them  acquire  property.  I  suppose  there  are  from  sixty  to  seventy-five 
in  my  town  who  have  houses  and  lots.  They  are  industrious  negroes,  and  are  en- 
cooraged  and  protected  by  the  white  people,  who  sell  them  lots  cheap.  They  are  in- 
clined to  become  property-holders. 

QmesiUm,  Are  they  aggressive  or  insulting  toward  the  whites  f 

Ansiver,  They  have  a  great  deal  of  human  nature  about  them.  If  a  white  man  will 
put  himself  on  a  level  with  the  negroes,  if  he  will  play  marbles  with  them,  play  with 
them,  scuffle  with  them,  and  all  that,  they  become  very  insulting  and  very  aggressive 
toward  him.  But  if  a  white  man  treats  them  as  a  gentleman  should,  with  humauity 
and  politeness,  they  are  as  polite  a  people  as  I  ever  saw.  I  have  had  no  difficulty  at  all 
with  the  freedmen  since  slarverjr  was  abolished ;  they  treat  me  with  great  pohteness, 
and  I  treat  them  with  great  politeness  myself.  I  believe  everybody  who  treats  them  in 
that  way  will  have  ndltrouble  with  them ;  I  will  do  them  the  justice  to  say  that. 

QuesUon,  How  long  have  these  disguised  men  been  operating  in  that  country  f 

AAmcer,  It  is  irregular ;  the  thing  has  occurred  but  seldom.  The  first  case  I  think  I 
beard  of  was  that  of  old  man  Farabrough.  I  do  not  remember  the  particulars  of  that 
eaae,  and  I  do  not  remember  exactly  when  it  occurred  ;  I  suppose  it  occurred  about 
two  years'ago,  but  I  am  not  certain  as  to  dates ;  I  think  it  was  probably  t^o  years  ago. 
This  is  not  an  organization,  not  a  regular  thing,  and  I  am  afraid  I  have  made  a  wrong 
impresision  on  your  mind.  You  speak  of  these  disguised  bands  as  though  they  were 
something  regular  and  organized.  Kow,  I  do  not  want  to  convey  that  impression, 
because  I  do  not  believe  it  at  all.  They  are  not  epidemic ;  there  are  a  few  sporadic 
caseSk 

QwsaHcn,  Did  not  the  proclamation  of  the  ^vernor  of  the  State,  the  statements  in 
the  newspapers,  and  the  publislied  evidence  ot  witnesses  in  various  States,  create  the 
impression  on  your  mind  that  there  is  some  sort  of  organization  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  very  fact  that  they  tell  these  cock-and-bull  stories  does  not  create 
that  impression  at  all. 

Qwenlion.  Do  you  call  the  proclamation  of  the  governor,  the  evidence  of  witnesses, 
and  the  statements  published  in  the  newspapers  cock-and-bull  stories  ? 

Anstoei\  No,  sir,  I  do  not ;  but  see  how  easy  it  is  to  get  up  a  proclamation 

Question.  Wo  do  not  want  to  reason  about  it ;  I  want  your  opinion. 

An9wer»  My  opinion  is  that  there  is  no  such  thing  at  all.  And  I  know  that  Alf.  Eich- 
ardson,  or  anybody  else,  can  go  to  the  governor  and  tell  him  a  story,  and  get  him  to 
issue  a  proclamation. 

Qu€8tum.  Do  you  believe  all  these  stories  in  the  newspapers  and  the  proclamation  of 
the  governor  are  cock-and-bull  stories  ? 

An9¥>er,  No,  sir :  some,  of  them  I  believe  are  true. 

Qme9tion,  Do  you  not  believe  that  there  is  an  organization  of  disguised  men  existing 
in  various  parts  of  the  State  1 

Answer,  I  have  said  that  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  organization  anywhere, 
uid  I  do  not  believe  there  is  such  an  organization  in  Georgia.  I  have  been  told  that 
there  is  such  an  organization  in  Tennessee:  I  have  heard  it  repeated  over  and  over; 
but  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  that  is  so  or  not ;  and  I  have  no  idea  there  is 
any  such  oi'ganization  in  Georgia. 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  that  it  mi^ht  exist  there  and  yon  not  know  itf 

Answer.  That  is  possible ;  I  will  admit  the  possibility  of  that.  But  I  do  not  believe 
H  exists :  I  think  if  it  existed  it  would  have  leaked  out  in  some  way,  so  that  some 
fHend  or  mine  would  have  found  out  something  about  it,  and  told  me  something  about 
H.    Still  it  is  a  possible  thing  that  the  thing  might  have  existed. 

Question,  In  order  to  test  exactly  your  meaning  in  this  matter,  I  will  ask  you  what 
you  '^ould  call  an  organization :  what  do  you  mean  by  an  organization  f  I  will  see 
whether  wo  understand  each  other  about  that. 

Answer.  By  an  organization  I  mean  a  lot  of  men  banded  together  for  a  specific 
purpose,  who  are  regularly  in  the  habit  of  meeting,  and  who  carry  out  their  purposes 
and  objects  continuously.  I  do  not  consider  it  an  organization  if  a  lot  of  men  happen 
to  meet  at  the  cross-roads  somewhere  and  propose  to  ^o  down  to  Jones's,  or  some  otner 
phiee,  and  do  some  mischief;  if  they  do  not  meet  again,  I  do  not  call  that  an  organiza- 
tkHi. 
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Question.  Suppose  the  men  have  disguises,  and  upon  notice  g^ven  to  them  they  can 
1)0  readily  got  together ;  and  suppose  that  in  pursuance  of  those  meetings  they  go  and 
punish  colored  men  for  petty  crimes,  and  punish  other  citizens  for  offenses ;  and  sap- 
pose  that  in  addition  to  that  certain  members  of  a  certain  political  party  are  found  to 
be  the  ones  punished  by  them,  and  that  they  themselves  are  found  to  belong  to  the 
opposite  political  party,  would  you  regard  that  as  an  organization  f 

An8v>er,  O,  yes;  if  it  was  a  regular  thing  like  that,  I  should  consider  it  an  organisa- 
tion. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  women  or  children  being  whipped  by  thefie 
men  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it  until  I  read  Richardson's  testimony  this  morning. 

Question.  Not  in  any  part  of  Georgia  f 

Anstver.  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  case  of  that  kind,  of  women  or  childi^n 
whipped  by  disguised  men.  I  have  heard  of  negro  women  being  whipped  8ometim«8 
for  being  slovens,  and  I  have  heard  of  their  being  whipped  where  they  were  living  in 
adultery ;  in  those  cases  women  were  involved. 

Question,  Does  the  punishing  of  people  by  these  disguised  men  have  any  effect  npon 
the  colored  people  of  that  country  at  all  f 

Anstver,  I  stated  a  while  ago  that  I  thought  that  colored  people,  being  very  super- 
stitious, were  afraid  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  nothing  but  a  superstitious  fear  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  chief  fear  they  have,  because  I  do  not  think  any  negroes 
who  behave  themselves  have  been  troubled  by  them. 

Question.  Do  you  not  suppose  they  fear  personal  violence  f       ♦ 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  they  do,  unless  it  is  some  negroes  who  have  been  violating  the 
law  in  some  way,  and  that  is  a  matter  that  they  know  themselves ;  it  is  only  a  guess 
on  my  part. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  negroes  themselves  expressing  any  opinion  about 
this?  ♦ 

Answer.  1  have  talked  with  some  of  them,  and  they  call  them  ghosts. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  negro  who  thought  he  was  in  personal  danger 
from  these  disguised  men  t 

Answer.  1  have  talked  with  one,  Richardson. 

Question.  Have  you  talked  with  any  others  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  any  who  said  they  were  afraid  of  personal  violence  from  them. 

Qtiestion.  Are  you  willing  to  swear  that  it  is  a  superstitious  fear  on  the  part  of  the 
colored  people  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that ;  but  I  will  swear  that  I  think  so. 

Question.  You  think  they  are  influenced  by  nothing  but  a  superstitious  fear  f 

Answer.  As  a  general  thing.  I  have  no  doubt  that  after  Richardson  attacked  tbem 
and  they  attacked  him,  he  was  afraid  they  would  come  a  second  time. 

Question.  Do  you  think  these  negroes  believe  that  ghosts  take  whips  in  therr  hands 
and  inflict  stripes  upon  them  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  they  do. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  they  believe  the  horses  and  mules  they  are  astride  of  are 
ghosts  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  they  swear  that  they  have  seen  mules  ten  feet  high  and  with  oaxs 
six  feet  long ;  you  can  judge  yourself  about  that. 

Question.  And  that  leads  you  to  believe  that  the  negroes  thipk  they  arc  ghost*  f 

Ansu)€r.  That,  and  the  fact  that  numbers  of  gentlemen  have  told  me  that  they  have 
talked  with  negroes  who  said  the  same  thing;  and  I  have  talked  with  some  negroe« 
about  it. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  say  that  they  have  seen  mules  ten  feet  high  t 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know.  A  man  told  me  that  some  negro  women  on  his  place  told  him 
that  they  had  seen  some  Ku-Klux,  and  they  were  on  mules  that  were  ten  feet  high. 

Question.  This  is  no  matter  of  joke ;  you  are  on  oath  now. 

Answer.  I  only  state  to  you  what  was  told  me. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  the  majority  of  the  negroes  believe  any  such  thing  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  anything  about  it.  I  am  telling  you  that  a  man  told  toe 
that  his  negro  women  told  him  so. 

Question.  I  want  to  know  the  general  state  of  mind  of  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  I  talk  very  little  with  the  negroes. 

Question.  Then  how  are  you  willing  to  swear  to  that? 

Answer.  1  have  said  that  I  am  wilhng  to  swear  that  those  I  have  talked  to  beBevcd 
they  were  confederate  ghosts. 

Question,  Are  you  waling  to  swear  that  that  is  the  general  state  of  mind  on  the  part 
of  the  negroes  f 

Ansuxr.  No,  sir ;  I  only  referred  to  the  few  cases  of  those  I  have  talked  with;  aad 
other  people  have  told  me  the  same  thing.  That  has  made  the  impression  upon  my 
mind  tnat  the  negroes  had  a  superstitious  fear  with  regard  to  it.  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Queation.  I  anderstand  yon  to  state  to  the  committee  that  a  band  of  men  went  from 
Greene  County  t^  Watkinsville  to  punish  this  neffro 

Answer,  I  do  not  want  to  be  understood  that  tbey  did  go  from  that  county,  but  that 
was  the  general  impression. 

QueaUou,  What  was  the  object  of  these  men  disguising  themselves  ? 

Answer,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  was  to  avoid  detection  and  prosecution  in  the 
QOiirts. 

Question,  It  was  to  avoid  identification  and  prosecution  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  advantage  of  any  superstitious  fear  that  exists  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  those  men  who  want  to  commit  acts  of  violence  on  colorea  people 
pmbably  do  not  want  to  take  advantage  of  their  superstition.  I  said  that  it  was  the 
boys,  who  want  to  have  fun  with  them,  who  take  advantage  of  their  superstition. 

Question.  The  man  who  disguise  themselves  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  detec- 
tion? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Do  negroes  sit  upon  juries  in  the  counties  around  youf 
Answer.  No,  sir;  they  do  not  sit  upon  juries  in  our  State.    The  new  State  constitu- 
tiou,  the  constitution  of  1868,  provides  that  juries  shall  be  composed  of— I  do  not 
remember  the  exact  language  of  the  constitution — that  they  shall  be  composed  of  the 
best  men  in  the  county,  of  tne  most  intelligent  men,  and  something  else. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Of  intelligent  and  discreet  men  f 

Answer.  Something  of  that  sort.    I  suppose  that  language  was  adopted  for  the  pur- 

Cof  keeping  the  negroes  off  juries,  although  it  does  not  say  so  in  so  many  words, 
presiding  judge  and  certain  county  ofiftcers  draw  the  jurors,  as  I  suppose  they  do 
in  other  States.  It  is  made  their  duty  to  take  the  most  intelligent  and  discreet  men 
for  jurors,  and  that,  as  a  general  thin^,  excludes  negroes.  I  do  not  know  that  any 
negroes  have  served  upon  juries  in  that  State;  they  have  not  served  in  our  own 
county,  or  in  the  counties  of  our  circuit. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  : ) 

Question.  Have  you  not  some  negroes  who  are  as  intelligent  as  some  white  men  who 
serve  on  juries  f 

Answer.  I  think  we  have  some  negroes  as  intelligent  as  some  white  men. 

Question.  As  some  white  men  who  servo  on  juries! 

Answer.  There  may  be  rare  cases  of  that  sort.  Our  petit  juries  have  been  greatly 
improved  under  this  new  constitution,  because  they  are  men  of  the  class  who  were 
formerly  on  grand  juries. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  these  men  in  dis^ise  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  seen  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  man  in  disguise  in  your  county  within  the  last 
eighteen  months  ? 

Answer.  No ;  not  under  any  circumstances  whatever  that  I  remember,  unless  it  was 
a  son  of  mine  who  was  trying  to  scare  his  little  sister  one  night. 

Question.  What  did  he  put  on  1 

Anewer.  He  put  on  his  mother's  dress,  or  something  of  that  sort ;  it  was  a  family 
ccmcem.  I  do  not  suppose  you  want  to  hear  that,  but  as  I  am  under  oath  I  men- 
tioned it. 

Question.  How  old  is  your  son  f 

Answer.  Some  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  old. 

Quotum.  Have  you  seen  any  disguises  that  these  men  are  in  the  habit  of  wearing? 

Answer.  No,^r ;  I  have  not.  I  have  understood  that  there  was  some  clothing  on 
exhibition  in  Atlanta— some  clothing  that  some  young  men  wore  at  a  masquerade 
hall— and  they  stuffed  some  northern  men  there  with  the  idea  that  they  were  Ku-Klux 
disffuises.  The  onl^  disguises  that  I  have  heard  of  are  those  mentioned  by  my  Mend 
Richardson,  who  said  that  they  found  some  in  Clarke  County  in  a  shuck-pen. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  democrats  in  conversation  with  you^  or  in  conversa- 
tion of  which  you  have  heard,  speak  on  this  subject  of  bands  of  disguised  men! 

Answer.  I  have  heard  a  great  many  speak  about  it. 

Question.  Did  they  say  that  they  thought  it  would  have  the  eflfect  of  keeping  the 
negroes  from  voting? 

Answer,  I  never  heard  that  said.  They  said  tbey  thought  it  would  have  a  bad  effect 
on  the  Northern  mind,  and  they  regretted  it,  because  it  could  be  used  to  make  political 
capital  of;  that  was  was  the  general  expression  I  heard. 

Question,  You  never  heard  any  one  say  that  it  was  likely  to  affect  the  negroes  in 
their  voting,  or  keep  them  away  firom  the  polls  t 
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Answer.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  any  one  say  so. 

Question*  Did  you  ever  hear  any  one  express  a  wish  that  the  organization  mi|;ht 
have  such  an  effect  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  hearing  anybody  express  any  such  an  opinion. 

Qit^sUon.  Have  you  beard  republicans  or  colored  men  say  that  it  produced  that  effect  t 

Answer.  I  think  I  heard  Mr.  Akerman  say  that  it  kept  them  from  voting  in  his  county ; 
I  think  he  told  me  so ;  I  do  not  remember  any  other  instance  and  I  am  not  sure  that 
he  said  so. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  T 

Answer,  Yes^  sir ;  I  think  I  heard  him  say  so.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  these  dis- 
^nised  men  that  kept  them  from  voting ;  I  think  he  said  that  they  were  intimidated 
from  voting  in  some  way. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  colored  man  or  republican  say  so  in  your  county  T 

Ansxcer.  No,  sir.  There  is  no  intimidation  in  my  county;  they  do  not  fail  to  vote, 
and  they  vote  more  than  they  are  entitled  to. 

Question.  You  think  it  is  boys  who  put  on  these  disguises  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  a  few  isolated  cases  where  they  have  done  so ;  not  as  a 
general  thinff.  It  is  a  piatternot  worthy  of  mention,  but  I  was  under  oath,  and  told 
to  state  all  that  I  knew  or  had  heard  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  boys  who  ever  did  it  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  cannot  call  the  names  of  any  of  the  boys  f 

Anstoer.  No,  sir,  I  cannot. 

Question.  Then  how  can  ycm  tell  whether  it  was  boys  or  grown  men  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell ;  I  only  stated  that  I  had  heard  these  things ;  I  do  not  know  it 
of  my  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  men  who  told  you  so  call  the  names  of  any  of  the  boys? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  They  did  not  intimate  what  boys  did  so  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  they  did;  if  so,  I  do  not  have  any  recollection  of  it. 
It  was  a  matter  of  so  little  consequence  that  I  never  charged  my  mind  with  it. 

Question.  You  mean  that  it  was  treated  lightly  in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  where  they  did  it  just  for  amusement. 

Question.  Do  republicans  and  colorea  men  treat  it  in  that  light  manner  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  they  knew  it  was  boys  doing  it  just  for  amusement  they  would 
not  care  for  it  at  all. 

Question.  Then  the  colored  men  and  republicans  do  not  believe  it  is  boys  ? 

An8wci\  I  do  not  know  what  they  believe  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  make  light  of  it  by  saying  it  was  boys  who  did  it  T 

Answer'  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  them  talk  about  it.  *  We  have  but 
six  or  eight  white  republicans  in  our  county,  and  I  could  not  hear  much  from  them 
about  it ;  and  I  do  not  associate  with  the  negroes.  I  hear  very  little  talli  from  repub- 
licans about  home,  right  in  our  own  county. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  that  the  body  of  the  negroes  believe  it  is  nothing  but 
boys  going  around  for  sport  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  they  believe. 

Question.  Do  you  think  so  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  think  anything  about  it,  because  I  have  no  information  on  thofiub> 
ject.  As  I  have  said  here,  several  times,  the  two  or  three  negroes  who  have  talked  with 
me  about  it  said  that  they  thought  it  was  the  ghosts  of  confederate  soldiers,  and  one 
said  that  he  saw  the  holes  that  they  came  up  out  of,  like  locust  holes. 

Question.  Do  democrats  speak  of  it  lightly  as  the  sport  of  boys  * 

Answer.  They  spoke  of  some  cases  where  the  boys  in  some  instances  had  piit  sheets 
about  them  and  scared  the  negroes  w^hom  they  saw  on  the  road.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
could  call  to  mind  more  than  one  or  two  cases  of  that  sort,  and  I  could  not  locate  those 
cases.  ^ 

Question.  While  the  democrats  speak  of  it  in  that  light  way,  as  the  work  of  boys, 
the  negroes  consider  it  the  ghosts  oi  confederate  dead  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  talk  to  negroes  generally ;  I  do  not  hear  them  talk  much  about 
such  things  as  that. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  there  have  been  at  least  twenty  men  scourged  in  yonr 
county  within  the  last  eighteen  months  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  there  has  been  any  such  thing ;  I  have  not  heard  of  i^  I  get 
more  information  about  these  things  in  Washington  thau  I  get  at  home.  I  have  men- 
tioned all  the  cases  that  I  now  remember.  I  may  have  hoard  of  some  other  cases  that 
have  escaped  my  recollection.  I  understand  that  by  my  oath  hero  I  .am  required  t^ 
tell  all  that  I  know,  and  that  I  have  heard  about  it,  and,  therefore,  I  have  told  littlio. 
frivolous  things  that  may  seem  ridiculous,  and  if  I  had  consulted  my  own  taste  1 
would  not  have  mentioned  them ;  but  I  thought  that  under  the  obligations  of  my  oath 
it  was  necessary  for  mo  to  tell  these  things. 
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QuesUan.  Do  you  not  believe  firom  the  best  of  your  information,  from  all  you  have  heard, 
that  there  axe  nol  only  in  many  parts  of  Georgia,  as  you  have  stated,  but  in  other 
States,  bands  of  disguised  men  who  frequently  do  inflict  scourgings  at  night  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard,  and  I  have  read  in  the  newspapers,  of  some  cases  of  that  sort 
in  other  States;  and  I  have  heard  from  various  sources  of  some  cases  of  that  sort  in 
our  own  State ;  I  will  not  say  that  there  are  frequent  occurrences  of  that  sort  in  any 
one  county.  But  if  you  gather  up  all  that  have  occurred  in  the  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  counties  in  the  State  for  the  last  twelve  months,  and  string  them  alone  as 
the  governor  did  in  his  proclamation,  it  might  appear  like  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
disorder  in  the  country ;  and  if  that  was  to  occur  every  week  there  would  be.  I  have 
no  doubt,  from  reading  the  newspapers,  that  they  have  more  cases  of  disorder  in  the 
city  of  New  York  in  one  week  than  we  have  had  in  Georgia  for  a  year. 

Question.  They  have  a  great  many  prosecutions  in  court"  in  New  York  f 

Anatcer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  have  a  great  many  cases  where  the  criminals  escape. 

QuesUtm,  How  do  you  account  for  tne  fact  that  these jnen  always  escape  who  are  in 
disguise  f 

Aimcer.  Because  they  are  disguised ;  I  have  said  so  once. 

Oueatian,  Could  not  men  in  New  York  hide  their  crimes  by  disguising  themselves  as 
well  as  they  do  in  Georgia  f 

Answer,  I  should  suppose  they  could. 

Quesiiim.  Why  do  they  not  do  it  there  as  well  as  in  Georgia  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  why  they  do  not. 

Question.  Can  you  account  for  its  being  done  in  Georgia,  except  that  it  has  the 
approbation  of  the  public  sentiment  of  the  community  f 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  believe  that  it  has.  I  have  talked  with  leading  men  there,  and  I 
do  not  find  any  of  them  that  will  tell  me  they  approve  of  it ;  I  do  not  know  of  a  re- 
spectable man  who  says  he  approves  of  these  things.  I  have  heard  some  respectable 
men  say  that  since  these  visits  at  Watkinsville  the  negroes  have  quit  patrolling  the 
road,  and  there  was  not  so  much  stealing  there  as  there  was.  But  I  have  never  heard 
them  si>eak  in  terms  of  approval  of  any  acts  of  violence  that  have  been  committed. 

Question.  Persons  who  are  disposed  to  commit  crimes  are  generally  sharp  enough  to 
kuow  how  to  escape  detection  f 

Answer.  I  should  suppose  so. 

Question.  Have  you  any  theory  in  your  own  mind  why  it  is  that  it  is  so  prevalent  in 
the  Southern  States  that  are  under  the  reconstruction  acts,  for  men  to  go  in  disguise 
and  commit  crimes,  and  almost  without  exception  to  escape  prosecution,  while  that  is 
not  resorted  to  in  other  States  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  j  I  have  never  thought  about  that ;  it  is  a  new  question  to 
me,  and  I  have  no  theory  about  it.  It  strikes  me  that  it  is  a  good  plan  to  avoid  detec- 
tion. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  of  bands  of  disguised  men  being  prevalent  in  f  he  other 
Stalest 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  having  heard  of  it,  but  they  may  be  there.  There  is  no 
particular  reason  to  make  any  great  fuss  over  them  if  they  are  there ;  but  in  the  South 
everything  that  has  been  done  nas  been  magnified,  and  caricatured,  and  exaggerated ; 
that  has  been  the  general  rule  at  least. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  As  to  your  juries;  how  are  they  selected?  Are  they  selected  under  your 
law  by  your  judges,  sherifis,  and  other  oflScials  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir:  the  judge,  the  sheriff,  the  •clerk,  and  the  ordinary,  I  believe,  are  the 
oflScials  to  select  tne  jury ;  the  ordinary  is  a  judge  of  one  of  our  courts. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  in  a  very  large  number  of  your  counties  you  have 
republican  officials  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  in  very  many  instances  those  juries  are  selected  by  officials  who  are 
themselves  republicans  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

^estion.  Yet^  so  far  as  you  know,  they  always  select  white  men  for  jurors  under 
their  construction  of  the  law  f 

Answer,  Thej  do  in  our  portion  of  the  State ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  colored  jurors  in 
otir  portion  of  the  State.  Of  course,  a  negro  can  serve  on  a  jury  in  our  State  if  you 
find  one  as  intelligent  and  discreet,  and  more  so,  or  at  least  equally  as  much  so  as  the 
white  men. 

Question.  Thej'  are  not  kept  off  the  juries  on  any  partisan  ground  T 

Answer.  Nd.  sir,  not  on  any  partisan  ground. 

Question.  The  republican  officials  themselves,  as  well  as  the  other  officials,  keep  them 
off! 

Answer.  Certainly.  Mr.  Akerman,  as  I  believe,  had  this  provision  incorporated  in 
onr  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  improving  our  jury  system  generally. 
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Question,  Ton  were  asked  if  negroes  exercised  the  right  of  safirage  freely,  or  wballier 
they  were  intimidated.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  with  only  eight  or  Hien  white  repaUi- 
cans  in  your  coanty,  and  with  most  if  not  quite  aa  many  whites  as  blacks  in  the 
county,  the  colored  men  have  succeeded  in  electing  two  colored  men  from  your 
county  as  representatives  in  your  legislature? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  twice  succeeded  in  that. 

Question.  Does  not  that  indicate  that  they  have  voted  their  full  strength  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  voted  their  full  strength ;  and,  as  I  said  a  while  uffi, 
they  have  voted  more  than  their  full  strength  in  our  county ;  they  have  impoited 
voters  from  adjoining  counties. 

Question,  So  that  in  your  county  they  have  not  been  kept  firom  voting? 

Answer,  In  our  county  no  negro  has  been  kept  from  voting  the  repubUcan  ticket, 
but  democratic  negroes  have  been  kept  from  voting ;  they  were  afraid  to  vote  agaiast 
their  race  generally,  because  they  have  been  threatened  if  they  did  so. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  ^,  ISTt 
Hon.  THOMAS  HARDEMAN  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  ^Mr.  Pool.)  As  this  witness  has  been  called  by  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  they  will  please  commence  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  Where  do  you  reside,  and  how  long  have  you  resided  there  f 

Answer,  I  reside  in  Macon,  Georgia,  and  have  resided  there  since  1832. 

Question,  What  public  or  official  positions,  if  any,  have  you  ever  held  in  the  State  of 
Georgia  f 

Answer,  I  represented  my  county  some  seven  or  eight  years  in  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  in  the  State  legislature,  and  I  have  served  one  term  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States ;  I  was  for  four  years  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
our  State  legislature. 

Question,  Are  you  now  practicing  law  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  employed  to  defend  a  man,  but  they 
sent  him  to  the  penitentiary^  and  I  quit. 

Question,  What  are  you  doing  now  ? 

Answer.  I  am  engaged  in  the  commission  and  storage  business. 

Question,  What  means  of  information  have  you  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  affairs 
in  your  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia? 

Ansicer.  From  the  nature  of  my  business,  I  am  thrown  in  daily  contact  with  people 
from  fifteen  or  twenty  counties  in  Middle  Georgia. 

Question,  'Macon  is  about  the  center  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  the  geographical  center. 

Question,  The  special  object  of  this  committee  is  to  ascertain  how  far  life  and  prop- 
erty are  secure  in  the  State  of  Georgia ;  what  is  the  general  condition  of  your  people ; 
whether  the.  laws  are  enforced ;  if  not,  why  they  are  not ;  and  what  causes  have  leu  to 
any  trbubles  that  may  exist  there.  Go  on  now  and  give  us  a  general  history  of  the 
condition  of  your  people  there,  without  being  specially  interrogated  on  particular 
points. 

Ansuser.  Our  ^ople,  I  reckon,  are  as  quiet  as  any  people  in  the  Union.  Wo  have  no 
trouble  at  all ;  in  fact,  I  have  never  seen  but  one  little  disturbance  in  our  city,  and 
that  was  a  slight  one,  and  was  soon  auelied. 

Question,  Are  the  laws  administered  in  your  courts  with  fairness  ? 

Answer,  We  think  so. 

Question,  Who  is  your  circuit  judge  ? 

Answer.  Judge  C.  B.  Cole. 

Question,  What  is  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  he  is  a  gentleman  who  has  never  taken  any  activo  stand  in 
politics. 

Question.  How  was  he  appointed  7 

Answer.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Bullock* 

Question.  Who  is  your  attorney  ? 

Answer.  A  gentleman  bv  the  name  of  Crocker,  from  an  adjoining  county ;  after  he 
was  appointed  he  removed  to  my  town. 

Question.  He  also  was  appointed  by  Governor  Bullock  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  supposed  to  be  gentlemen  who  are  republican  in  their  prooUvities 
at  least  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Cole  was  at  one  time  nominated  by  the  republican  party  to  represent 
them  in  a  convention;  but  he  was  then  judge,  and  declined  to.  havo  anything  to^ 
with  politics.    He  has  been  judge  on  our  circuit  for  several  years. 
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QneiHon,  Have  you  had  mueli  lawleesneaB  in  the  way  of  disgnised  m  interfering 
with  people  in  your  region  of  Greorgia  t    If  so,  state  what  it  was. 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  a  case  there  in  my  life. 

Question,  You  think  there  are  no  organizations  of  that  sort  in  yonr  section  T 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge ;  I  have  never  heard  of  them. 

QtLestUm.  Can  men  of  all  political  parties  vote  their  sentiments  without  intimidation 
or  fi^r  of  being  interrupted  T 

Answer,  Tliey  have  been  doing  it  all  the  time. 

Questum,  Does   your  acquaintance  extend  over  a  number  of   counties  in  central 
Georgia? 
•  Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  expect  I  know  as  many  people  in  central  Georgia  as  any  man  in  it 

Questum,  I  will  explain  to  yoti  that  you  are  not  limited  to  what  you  know  personally, 
bat  you  have  a  right  to  state  anything  in  regard  to  which  you  have  reliable  information ; 
what  you  know  personally,  as  well  as  what  you  know  irom  others.  You  will,  there- 
fore, have  much  latitude  in  speaking  of  these  things. 

Answer,  I  heard  Judge  Cole^  the  judge  of  our  circuit,  say  that  he  had  as  quiet  a  time 
on  his  circuit  as  he  ever  had  before  the  war. 

Questum,  What  counties  are  embraced  in  his  Judicial  circuit  f 

Answer,  Bibb,  Crawford,  Houston,  Twiggs,  and,  I  think,  Dooly,  but  I  am  not  certain 
about  that. 

Question.  Your  own  acquaintance  extends  considerably  beyond  the  limits  of  that  cir- 
cuit? 

Anstoer,  Yes, sir;  my  business  being  that  of  a  warehouse-man,  a  receiver  and  storer 
of  cotton,  I  am  thrown  in,  contact  with  people  in  all  that  cotton  belt,  embracing  some 
twenty  or  thirty  counties. 

QuesHon,  Your  Information  is  that  in  all  those  counties  your  people  are  quiet  ? 

Angicer,  I  never  have  heard  of  but  one  case  of  violence  witnin  my  knowledge,  and 
that  was  away  down  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  cotton  belt,  as  we  call  it ;  that  was 
the  killing  of  a  circns-man  down  there. 

,  Question.  In  your  portion  of  Georgia,  you  have  no  organized  bands  of  men  going 
about  committing  lawless  acts  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  one  in  my  life. 

Qttestion,  Wliite  and  black  men  vote  the  republican  ticket  jnst  as  they  please  ? 

Answer,  The  difficulty  I  spoke  of  just  now  was  in  reference  to  a  black  man  voting 
the  democratic  ticket. 

Question,  I  believe  it  is  pretty  generally  the  case  that  when  a  black  man  votes  the 
democratic  ticket  his  race  regard  nim  as  abandoning  their  position  ? 

Aiunter.  They  did  not  so  much  at  this  last  election ;  they  did  at  the  first  election. 
There  were  no  challenges  allowed  at  all  under  the  State  law  ;  everybody  voted  that 
wanted  to,  and  they  were  three  days  voting. 

Question.  What  is  the  size  of  Macon,  Georgia  ? 

Answer,  Macon  and  its  suburbs  contain  about  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants. 

Question.  How  man^*  does  the  city  of  Macon  contain  ? 

Ansxcer,  The  city  ]^roper,  I  suppose,  contains  about  twelve  thousand. 

Question,  You  are  m  the  center  of  a  densely  populated  belt  of  Georgia? 

Ansiccr.  Houston  County  is  the  second  or  the  third  largest  county  in  population  that 
we  have  in  the  State,  with  the  exception  of  a  little' county  called  Dougherty. 

Question.  The  counties  you  spoke  of  are  in  this  central  belt  ? 

Answer.  They  run  down  as  far  as  Lee  County ;  we  have  a  great  deal  of  trade  from 
Dougherty,  Baker,  Randolph,  Early,  and  that  region. 

Question.  And  in  the  course  of  your  business  you  are  thrown  in  contact  with  a  largo 
number  of  men  ftx»m  all  parts  of  that  section  of  Georgia  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  every  day  during  the  winter. 

Question,  And  they  represent  everything  orderly  and  quiet  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 


Washington,  D.  C,  JuJy  25, 1871. 
ANDREW  D.  ROCKAFELLOW  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman,* (Mr.  Pool  :) 
Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 
Answer.  In  Atlanta^  Gex>rgia. 
Question.  What  has  been  your  business  there  ? 

Ansu?er.  At  first  I  was  in  the  revenue  service ;  afterward  I  was  connected  with  the 
Weetem  Atlantic  Railroad,  and  served  upon  that  railroad  until  other  business  called 
me  to  Washington. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  :  Digitized  by  Google 

Question,  The  Western  Atlantic  is  known  as  the  State  road  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  From  what  i)oint  does  it  run,  and  to  what  point  f 
A7i8W€r.  From  Atlanta  to  Chattanooga. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qneation,  State  anything  you  know  in  regard  to  the  preservation  of  law  and  order  in 
that  locality. 

Answer.  I  can  say,  to  the  heat  of  my  knowledge,  that  within  the  city  of  Atlanta  nothing 
has  occurred  that  would  cause  any  great  excitement ;  but  I  know  of  persons  who  have 
been  what  is  popularly  known  as  Ku-Kluxed  in  the  counties  of  Morgan  and  Greene. 
I  have  the  names  of  gentlemen  whom  I  saw  shortly  after  they  had  been  persecuted. 
One  of  the  names  I  have  here  is  that  of  Mr.  Monday  Floyd,  residing  at  Madison^  in 
Morgan  County.  This  gentleman  was  elected  to  the  legislature,  served  during  the 
last  term  of  the  legislature,  and  was  also,  I  believe,  a  candidate  at  the  last  election. 
His  house  was  approached  and  shot  inte,  and  he  was  taken  out ;  but  tbat  evening,  I 
believe,  they  let  him  ^o  without  doing  him  any  injury.  But  two  or  three  oveaings 
afterward  he  was  again  assailed.  He  then  fled,  and  came  te  Atlanta,  and  haa  been 
residing  there  ever  smce.  He  has  been  stopping  with  a  gentleman  named  Mr.  Moore- 
has  been  staying  there  ever  since  that  time.  He  occasionally  goes  home,  but  only  stays 
a  day  or  two. 

Question,  Was  this  attack  on  him  committed  by  a  band  of  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  were  present  t 

Answer.  1  believe  he  said  two  persons  came  and  rapped  at  the  door.  He  opened  it 
One  of  them  entered  and  asked  whether  Mr.  Floyd  was  in.  He  said  he  was,  and  that 
he  was  the  gentleman.  This  man  seized  him  by  the  collar  and  pulled  him  ontsidetiM 
door.  In  the  scuffle  Mr.  Floyd  eot  away,  and  went  back  into  the  house.  Those  pais 
ties  left,  but  in  an  hour  or  two  they  shot  into  the  house.  I  believe  there  was  no  per- 
son hurt  at  the  time — at  least  he  was  not.  In  three  or  four  days  after  that  they  cubs 
again. 

Question,  How  many  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  the  number.  Hearing  of  their  being  in  the  neighborhood. 
Mr.  Floyd  fled  to  the  woods,  and  came  to  Atlanta,  where  he  has  been  staying  off  and 
on  ever  since. 

Question,  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  were  in  the  crowd  that  came  the  second 
timet 

Answer,  1  have  not.    He  did  not  know  how  many  there  were. 

Question,  Were  there  more  than  two  t 

Answer,  He  said  there  was  a  party  of  them ;  he  saw  them  riding  j  he  could  not  see 
distinctly,  as  it  was  dark,  being  about  9  o'clock. 

Question.  Did  he  see  more  than  two  the  first  nighfc  T 

Answer,  -Yes,  sir ;  he  saw  four.  Two  came  inside,  and  the  others  were  outside  of  the 
door.    He  saw  four  of  them. 

QuesUon,  When  did  this  occur  t 

Answer,  I  presume  it  occurred  sometime  in  the  month  of  December,  1870.  That  was 
about  the  time  the  election  was  held  in  Georgia. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  to  him  the  second  night  t 

Answer,  That  was  a  few  days  after  the  first. 

Question,  What  was  done  to  him  that  night  f 

Answer,  He  heard  of  them ;  there  was  a  gentleman  came  to  his  door  and  told  him 
they  were  in  the  vicinity,  and  he  thought  they  were  coming  in  that  direction.  Th^ 
had  been  down  to  his  house  when  he  was  not  there,  and  when  he  came  back  his  wm 
told  him  that  they  were  inquiring  for  him.  When  he  hear^  of  this  he  left,  and  staid 
with  a  friend,  ana  the  next  day  he  went  to  Atlanta. 

Question,  Did  they  go  to  his  nouse  that  night  f 

Answer,  They  did. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  when  they  cot  there  T 

Anstcer,  He  not  being  there,  they  left.  The  next  case  is  that  of  Mr.  Alf^red  Richard- 
son. As  that  gentleman  has  been,  I  believe,  before  the  committee,  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  say  anything  about  his  case.  But  I  saw  his 
wounds,  which  were  received,  as  he  said,  from  these  organized  bands.  As  soon  »  be 
was  able  to  move  he  came  to  Atlanta. 

Question,  How  was  he  wounded  T 

Answer.  As  he  claimed,  he  was  shot.  He  was  in  the  house,  and  the  balls  passed 
through  the  building.    He  was  inside  when  they  shot  him. 

Question.  Where  did  the  balls  strike? 

Answer,  I  believe  one  struck  him  in  the  side  or  hip,  and  another  in  the  leg,  as  ncur 
as  I  can  recollect.  He  described  the  wounds  to  me  when  he  came  to  Atlanta,  ^ich 
was  as  soon  as  ho  was  able  to  move. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  character  of  Mr.  Richardson ;  is  he  a/ffian  ^f  good  char- 
acter? uigitized  by  VjOv> 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  man  of  good  character,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  saw  him  in  the 
legislature  at  Atlanta,  and  J  never  saw  him  drunk  or  in  bad  company. 

Qntstion,  Do  you  know  what  character  he  bears  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives  f  • 

Ansioer,  I  do  not,  as  I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with  any  person  residing  close 
by  him.  In  fact,  I  never  made  it  my  business  to  inquire,  as  I  had  no  occasion  to  do  so. 
When  I  saw  him  he  always  conducted  himself  as  a  gentleman,  and  I  never  had  any 
occasion  to  inquire  into  his  character. 

QucstUm.  What  other  case  do  you  know  off 

Answer.  I  havo  a  memorandum  of  the  case  of  Abraham  Colby.  This  gentleman  resides 
in  Greene  County ;  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  legislature ;  was  elected  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, and  was  a  member  before.  I  know  that  this  gentleman  was  compelled  to  leave  his 
home,  and  is  now  residing  in  Atlanta.    I  saw  him  just  before  1  came  to  Washington. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qfi$$ti(m,  Where  is  his  home  t 
Answer,  In  Greene  County.    Ho  represents  that  county. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  Why  did  he  leave  his  home  t 

Answer.  The  reason  he  gave  me  was  that  he  was  threatened  and  had  to  leave. 

QueaUon,  Threatened  by  whom  f 

Answer,  By  persons  known  as  these  organized  bands  around  the  neighborhood.  As 
he  told  me,  there  was  a  note  left  at  his  house  asking  him  to  leave.  I  Know  him  per- 
sonally. He  is  a  very  stout  gentleman,  and,  of  course,  could  not  get  very  far  if  any 
person  oame  after  him ;  so  he  took  due  notice  and  left.  He  is  now  residing  in  Atlanta. 
He  and  the  gentleman  I  before  referred  to,  Mr.  Floyd,  are  both  living  in  one  house. 
OecasionaUy  Mr.  Floyd  goes  to  Madison,  but  he  does  not  remain  there  more  than  two 
or  three  davs  at  a  time.  I  know  these  gentlemen  personally,  having  had  some  busi- 
ness with  them. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Colby  has  ever  been  attacked  T 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  has  never  been  injured  in  any  wav.  As  I  have  stated,  he  is  a 
heavy,  stout  gentleman,  and  could  not  get  along  very  well  if  attacked ;  so  he  took  due 
notice  and  left.    That  is  the  statement  he  gives  to  me. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  case  f 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  not  the  names  of  any  other  persons  who  I  know  have  been  in- 
jured or  outraged  iu  any  way. 

Question.  How  far  do  you  live  from  the  counties  in  which  these  cases  occurred? 

Answer.  I  live  in  Atlanta;  I  could  not  say  just  the  distance,  not  being  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  counties. 

Question.  One  hundred  miles  T 

Answer.  I  presume  it  is.  You  can  tell  by  looking  at  the  map  what  the  distance  is. 
I  never  inquired  pfirticularly  where  those  counties  are  located.  These  cases  are  from 
Morgan  County  and  Greene  County.  Mr.  Colby  is  from  Greene  County,  and  Mr.  Floyd 
lives  in  Madison,  Morgan  County,  or,  rather,  that  is  where  he  claims  ho  cannot  now 
live. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  and  conversed  with  persons  from  other  parts  of  the  State  t 

Answer.  I  believe  I  have  conversed  with  almost  every  member  of  the  legislature — I 
dare  say  with  every  member  of  the  legislature  of  both  parties,  democratic  and  repub- 
lican.   I  am  personally  acquainted  with  almost  all  of  them. 

Question.  P>om  what  you  have  learned  upon  such  authority  as  you  place  confidence 
IB,  what  is  the  condition  of  things  in  the  other  parts  of  Georgia  ?  State  whether  there 
ia  any  disorder,  and  wheliier  there  are  any  combinations  of  men  to  violate  the  law. 

Answer.  I  think  this  only  applies  to  different  sections  of  the  State ;  I  do  not  think 
these  organizations  exist  all  over  the  State.  As  for  Fulton  County,  I  do  not  know 
that  there  has  ever  been  anything  of  that  kind  committed  there. 

Question.  Is  Atlanta  in  Fulton  County  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  knew  of  any  of  these  Ku-Elux  organizations  ever  commit- 
ting outrages  there.  Of  course,  persons  havo  occasionally  been  killed  in  that  county, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  was  done  by  disguised  bands.  ' 

QueslUm.  Have  you  information  from  others  as  to  the  state  of  a£Durs  in  other  parts 
of  the  State? 

Answer.  My  information  from  there  is  that  such  organizations  did  exist,  and  I  be- 
lieve they  do  now. 

Question.  In  many  counties  ? 

Answa'.  In  the  region  particularly  known  as  the  **  Black  Belt."  In  that  region  I 
believe  they  prevail  more  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the  State. 

Question.  How  large  a  region  of  country  ia  that  T 

^w^ifcr.  I  cannot  just  say.  r^r^r^r^]r> 

«     ,,     «  Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 

By  Mr.  Beck:  o 

Question.  Is  not  Macon  about  the  center  of  that  belt  t 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir;  down  aboat  there.  For  instance,  here  is  Macon,  fiUnstrating  by 
the  map,]  and  Mitchell,  Bnllock,  Burke,  and  those  counties  down  there  are  among 
those  1  refer  to. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qttestion,  Does  that  "  Black  Belt"  extend  across  the  State  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  altogether.  I  am  speaking  now  of  Burke  County.  I  know  timt 
such  organizations  exist  there.  A  friend  of  mine  now  in  the  city,  from  there,  who  iras 
a  member  of  the  legislature,  so  informed  me. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
QuesUon.  Does  that  include  Savannah,  Chatham  County  T 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  of  anything  of  that  kind  about  there. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Is  Columbus  in  it  f 
Answer,  Well,  it  runs  up  about  there. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :)  . 

.  Question.  Name  the  counties  where  you  have  heard  of  such  things  T 

Answer.  [Referring  to  map.]  Here  is  Macon,  Webster,  Randolph,  Baker.  It  is 
along  from  Muscogee  County  down  to  Sumter,  Calhoun,  and  Chattahoochee.  That  is 
the  section  where  I  know  those  persons  to  live,  from  whom  I  have  heard  these  things. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  outrages  in  Chattahoochee  County  T 
Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  some  there,  and  about  Milledgeville — about  the 
jails  there. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Have  you  been  present  and  witnessed  any  elections  in  the  State  of  Georgia  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  present  at  the  last  election.  I  was  at  the  polls  during  the 
^hree  days  of  the  election,  from  morning  to  night,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  they 
had  me  arrested. 

Question.  Was  the  election  conducted  fairly  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  by  no  means. 

Question.  Was  any  intimidation  used  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  anything  you  know  in  regard  to  that. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  was  present  at  the  three  days'  elections  held  in  Atlanta,  at  the 
court-house  of  Fulton  County. 

Question.  Whent, 

Answer.  In  December,  1S70 — the  20th,  2l8t,  and  22d  of  December,  if  I  am  net 
mistaken.  The  first  day  the  election  went  all  right.  Every  person  was  allowed  to 
go  up  and  vote  freely.  There  was  no  intimidation,  and  no  person  interfering.  The 
second  day,  about  12  o'clock,  the  door  was  blockaded  by  the  police. 

Question.  What  door  t 

An9W9r.  I  .will  describe  that.  The  ballot-box  was  in  the  council-chamber,  and  we 
had  to  pass  ki  a  door  in  order  to  vote.  There  was  a  hall  running  clear  through,  and 
another  running  the  opposite  direction ;  one  running  east  and  west,  and  the  other 
north  and  south.  In  the  southwest  comer  was  the  council-chamber,  where  the  ballot 
box  was.  We  passed  in  at  the  east  entrance,  and  when  we  got  about  half-way  in  the 
hall,  the  door  went  into  the  council-chamber.  By  that  door  we  had  to  pass  into  the 
council -chamber,  and  up  to  a  rack,  where  the  managers  were  with  the  ballot-box. 
iLEter  that  we  passed  out  at  the  other  side  of  the  council-chamber.  We  could  pass  out 
at  either  the  south  or  the  north  door  of  the  biulding.  The  first  entrance  into  theeooit- 
house  was  occupied  by  thei  police. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question.  How  wide  was  the  entrance  to  the  hall  f 

Answer.  About  five  feet  wide,  and  the  width  of  the  hall  was  between  five  and  ei^ 
feet. 

Ques^^m.  How  large  was  the  council-chamber  f 

Answer.  I  judge  it  was  about  twenty-five  feet  by  thirty,  very  nearly  square.  The 
police  on  the  first  day  had  charge  of  the  door  I  have  described  ;  but  nothing  was  done 
to  interfere  with  voting.  All  persons,  black  and  white,  and  I  presume  both  repuUi- 
cans  and  democrats,  could  ^o  and  vote.  The  first  day  things  were  very  quiet,  and  there 
was  every  prospect  of  a  fair  election.  The  second  day,  about  12  o'clock,  intimidation 
commenced.  As  soon  as  colored  men  came  up  to  vote  they  were  shoved  back.  The 
police  would  take  them  by  the  breast  and  push  them  back.  We  had  to  go  up  f«ur  8t«|S 
to  get  to  the  hall,  and  the  police  stood  on  the  stairway.    Whenever  there  was  a  crowd 
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tbe  CQlared  men  were  shoved  off  the  stairway.  If  a  man  was  standiDg  there  who  was 
supposed  to  Tote  the  democratic  ticket,  he  could  pass  in ;  if  a  white  man  came  up,  no 
matter  whether  he  was  going  to  vote  the  democratic  or  republican  ticket,  he  could  pass 
in ;  out  colored  men  could  not.  That  was  kept  up  on  that  day,  I  presume,  two  or  three 
hours.  It  ceased  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  all  were  allowed  to  pass  in.  The  next 
morning,  being  the  third  day,  as  soon  as  the  polls  were  opened  they  would  not  allow 
9BJ  person  in ;  the  polls  were  choked  up ;  the  police  took  possession  of  the- door,  and 
woold  not  allow  any  person,  either  black  or  white,  to  enter.  £xcitement  prevailed, 
and  men  complained  that  they  could  not  vote.  The  United  States  marshal  was  sent 
for.  He  immediately  sent  up  a  detachment  of  soldiers,  about  forty.  They  came,  and 
stacked  their  arms  at  a  churcn  close  by.  The  United  States  marshal  said  that  the  polls 
would  have  to  be  opened  and  men  allowed  the  privilege  of  voting.  For  half  an  hour 
everything  was  all  right ;  the  entrance  was  opened  and  men  passed  in.  By  that  time 
the  democratic  party  began  hauling  men  up  in  wagons,  hacks,  and  everything  of  that 
kind.  They  had  an  express-wagon,  with  four  horses,  which  was  bringing  men  up. 
When  these  soldiers  were  brought  there  they  were  drawn  up  in  line  in  front  of  tne 
main  entrance  to  the  ballot-box.  When  colored  men  wanted  to  go  up  to  vote,  the 
United  States  marshal  said,  "  Gentlemen,  you  will  have  to  clear  this  entrance."  When  . 
the  soldiers  were  first  brought  up  these  policemen  and  some  leading  citizens  (I  have 
theiiame  of  a  gentleman  who  I  can  say  was  the  leader  of  this  operation;  he  was  elected 
to  the  legislature  from  Fulton  County)  went  up  as  the  soldiers  came  in,  and  got  in  the 
door.  They  took  off  their  caps  and  Ijegan  to  yell,  "  Three  cheers  for  Bull  Run,"  and 
**  Hurrah  for  Manassas,"  and  then  they  added  a  "  tiger,"  as  they  called  it.  They  would 
shout  in  this  way  to  the  soldiers  who  were  standing  there.  The  United  States  marshal 
went  and  asked  them  to  clear  the  entrance.  They  stood  back  and  let  him  pass  in. 
After  he  pasded  through  the  door  it  was  blockaded  just  as  badly  as  ever.  They  said, 
^  Let  the  men  get  in  two  ranks  and  everj'body  may  pass  in."  All  the  voters  then  there, 
black  and  white,  arranged  themselves  in  two  ranks,  extending  nearly  half  a  square, 
and  commenced  voting,  and  things  went  on  peaceably  for  half  an  hour. 

5y  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  ;) 

QtutH4m.  Who  said,  "  Hurrah  for  Bull  Run  f" 

Antwer,  The  policemen  stationed  at  the  door — ^the  city  policemen.  There  were  a 
great  many  special  police  appointed  that  day  by  tbe  mayor  to  preserve  order. 

Quf9lion,  Were  they  in  the  interest  of  either  party  T 

Answer.  Those  jwlicemen  were  working  in  the  interest  of  the  democratic  party ;  they 
were  all  democrats ;  that  was  done  in  the  interest  of  the  democratic  party.  Those  sol- 
diers were  withdrawn  and  taken  down  to  the  church,  where  they  were  before.  Then 
certain  gentlemen,  wanting  to  influence  these  soldiers,  sent  them  boxes  of  cigars.  I 
tried  to  learn  the  names  of  the  persons  who  sent  them,  but  I  was  not  able.  But  boxes 
of  cigars  were  sent  to  the  soldiers,  and  also  a  basket  of  cakes.  These  the  oflBcer  did 
not  aidmit.  He  said  that  their  rations  would  be  there  if  they  staid  there  long  enough 
to  recpire  any.  The  cigars  were  passed  arohnd,  and  the  soldiers  began  to  get  opposed 
to  going  up  to  the  court-house.  When  they  were  called  upon  to  go  up  some  of  them 
began  to  curse.  Of  course  they  could  not  resist,  as  there  was  an  officer  in  command,  a 
first  lieutenant.    They  were  taken  up  again. 

QuwHon.  Why  were  they  taken  up  again  t 

Amgwfr.  Men  could  not  vote ;  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  take  up  the  soldiers. 
Ko  person  could  pass  in  unless  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  They  had  then  shut 
Wm  on  even  white  men  going  in  if  they  were  known  to  be  republicans.  Persons 
iriio  they  knew  would  vote  the  democratic" ticket  were  allowed  to  pass  in.  The  repub- 
lican managci-s  seeing  this,  of  course  sent  down  for  the  soldiers ;  the  soldiers  were 
again  brought  up  in  Tine.  We  again  formed  the  voters  in  two  ranks,  in  order  to  get 
the  crowd  away  from  the  door ;  mirdly  any  person  could  get  up  there  on  account  of  the 
crowd.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  there  were  three  or  four  hundred  persons  wait- 
ing to  vote,  both  black  and  white.  There  was  a  guard  at  each  side  of  the  first  en- 
trance, a  guard  midway  of  the  hall,  one  at  each  side  of  the  hall,  and  two  at  the  door 
where  voters  had  to  pass  into  the  council-chamber;  these  guards  remained  there  about 
twenty-five  minutes,  and '  then  persons  were  allowed  to  pass  in  and  vote.  The  police 
were  rearing  around  out-side ;  they  said  that  this  could  not  be ;  that  the  mayor  had  sent 
libem  to  keep  order,  and  they  were  going  to  do  it.  Tlie  democratic  managers  all  began 
to  rear.  They  said,  "  This  is  a  free  country,  and  we  don't  require  a  guard  when  we  are 
holding  an  election."  They  demanded  of  tne  United  States  marshal  that  those  guards 
ihould  be  removed.  After  some  quarreling  the  United  States  marshal  removed  the 
guards  and  took  the  soldiers  again  to  the  church,  where  they  stacked  arms.  It  was 
•ot  twenty-five  minutes  after  that  before  the  thing  was  just  as  bad  as  ever,  the  crowd 
cowing  there  to  vote  and  nobody  allowed  to  go  in. 

^neifitm.  Who  prevented  them  f^om  going  m  T 

Answer,  These  policemen — democrats.  The  democrats  were  cominc^  up  in  wagons, 
hsok%  tfnd  carriages  as  fast  as  they  oould.  •  »The  managers  had  made  a  rule  that  no  person 
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should  pass  iu  the  rear  door  to  vote.  But  when  the  democrats  came  up — merchants  of 
the  city,  aristocrats — they  would  not  take  their  turn  and  go  in  with  the  colored  men  . 
to  vote,  but  were  allowed  to  nass  around  the  other  way,  come  in  at  the  back  door,  ^d  * 
pass  right  up  to  vote,  when  tney  had  been  there  only  five  minutes ;  whereas,  if  a  mas 
was  known  to  vote  the  republican  ticket,  he  ha<l  to  squeeze  iu  and  take  his  chanc«s 
with  the  colored  men,  staying  there  an  hour  or  two  before  ho  could  get  his  vote  in.  A 
wagon  would  be  driven  ri^ht  up  to  the  back  <loor,  and  some  twenty  or  thirty  men 
would  jump  off  and  pass  in  the  back  -way.  There  was  a  guard  of  police  stationed 
there.  There  was  a  railing  across,  and  the  regulation  was  that  no  person  should  b» 
allowed  to  crawl  underneath  that  railiug.  But  when  these  men  would  come  up  they 
would  stoop  down,  pass  underneath,  and  go  iu,  while  there  were  colored  men  wnitiug 
iu  crowds  at  the  otner  door.  All  the  time  that  men  were  coming  in  at  this  back  way 
and  voting,  they  would  not  allow  the  colored  men  to  come  in.  Toward  the  ]ast  tha 
crowd  of  colored  men  and  others  saw  these  men  passine  in  and  called  ont^  '*  They  aro 
passing  in  the  back  way."  For  a  while  the  police  would  shut  down  on  some  twenty- 
live  or  thirty  and  would  compel  them  to  go  around;  and  then  a^aiu  it  would  be  as  bad 
as  ever.  I  can  take  an  oath  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  between  three  and  ibar 
hundred  persons,  both  black  and  white,  did  not  get  an  opportunity  to  vote ;  whereas,  if 
things  had  been  done  peaceably  and  fairly,  every  man  that  was  there  could  havo  voted. 
There  was  nothing  to  hinder  it ;  there  was  ample  time,  if  there  had  not  been  so  much 
time  lost  in  these  confusions  and  contests.    That  was  their  object. 

Question,  You  mean  three  or  four  hundred  persons  of  all  parties  f 

Answer.  Of  all  parties.  I  suppose  that  some  democrats  as  well  as  others  did  not  get 
to  vote,  because  they  may  have  been  among  those  who  were  waiting  their  chances. 
Those  who  understood  the  dodge  and  got  in  the  othqr  side  were  able  to  vote,  of  course. 
But  I  can  take  my  oath,  that,  to  the  best,  of  my  knowledge,  between  tbree  and  four 
hundred  persons  at  that  one  poll  did  not  get  a  chance  to  vote.  There  was  another 
poll  at  West  End.  I  have  here  the  name  of  a  gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of  all 
this.  1  le  was  a  captain  in  the  confederate  army— Captain  Harry  Jackson.  He  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Georgia  legislature  j  will  take  his  seat  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legis> 
lature. 

Question.  Was  he  elected  at  that  election  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  To  show  how  these  things  work,  I  will  mention  that  the  other  day 
Colonel  Benjamin  Green,  from  Dalton,  Georgia,  who  is  stoppin^j  over  in  Carroll  Row, 
Ko.  12,  learning  that  I  was  in  the  city,  sent  word  through  a  friend  of  mine  that  he 
would  like  to  see  me.  Not  knowing  the  gentleman  or  nis  business  I  called  on  him, 
taking  a  letter  of  introduction  from  my  friend.  We  had  quite  a  long  converBation. 
After  ue  found  out  my  business  and  what  course  I  had  pursued  at  the  last  election,  it 
ended  in  his  ordering  me  out  of  his  room,  saying  that  he  did  not  have  any  use  for  any 
such  persons.  I  was  giving  a  description  of  the  different  tickets  voted  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. Said  he,  "  Did  you  vote  the  ticket  with  BlodgetVs  photograph  on  V*  I  sai^  I 
did.    He  said,  "  1  want  you  to  leave  my  room." 

Mr.  Blair.  We  do  not  want  to  hear  such  stuff  as  this. 
By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  The  committee  desfres  only  to  hear  from  you  such  things  as  bear  upon  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  Do  you  know  anything  else  connected 
with  the  main  subject  about  which  you  have  been  speaking  T 

Anstcer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  know  anything  else,that  would  benolit  the  committee  any. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  never  been  molested  myself.  I  was  active  in  the  last 
election. 

Question.  Have  yon  knowledge  of  any  rioting  in  the  streets  of  Atlanta? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  did  have  a  riot  at  the  last  municipal  election.  There  was  a 
gentleman  arrested  on  a  charge  that  he  had  voted  illegally.  I  was  the»  residing  in 
the  Fourth  Ward  of  Atlanta.    I  was  at  the  polls,  right  opposite  the  guard-house. 

By  Mr  Blair: 

Question.  When  did  this  occur  t 

Anstva:  The  election  was  held  in  November,  if  I  am  not  mistaken;  I  think  it  was 
j  ust  before  the  election  for  members  of  Congress  and  members  of  the  general  assembly ; 
I  think  a  week  or  two  before. 

Question.  A  municipal  election? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  a  riot  on  that  occasion ;  the  colored  men  and  some  of  the 
whites  came  there  to  take  the  man  who  had  been  arrested :  the  lieutenant  of  police 
said  to  me,  "  We  are  going  to  have  a  riot ;  they  have  arrested  a  man,  and  some  parties 
are  going  to  attempt  to  take  him."  I  saw  them  coming  down  there  with  axes,  picta, 
and  shovels;  I  suppose  they  ran  with  whatever  they  happened  to  be  working  with; 
some  had  planes  and  hatchets.  ><^  j 
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By  tho  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 
^ue&tion,  Yoa  mean  the  colored  meu  ? 

Afimffer.  Y«,  m ;  colored  and  white ;  1  went  over  and  asked  what  was  wrong ;  the 
H^frtenant  of  police  said,  "  They  have  arrested  a  man  up  here^  and  these  men  have 
eotne  to  take  him  ont ;  we  may  have  a  riot ;  hnt  yon  can  stop  this  thing:''  When  they 
first  came  there,  there  were,  I  presume,  three  hnndred  persons  in  the  crowd,  and  the 
numher  was  steadily  increasing ;  I  spoke  to  them  and  asked  thom  what  they  wanted ; 
they  said,  **They  have  arrested  one  of  our  men  for  voting  illegally,  as  they  say."  I  said, 
•*  Yon  had  better  stand  hack  and  let  us  have  a  fair  chance ;  if  this  man  has  been  arrested, 
we  wiO  bail  him  ont/'  General  Gartrell,  myself,  and  others  were  ready  to  bail  him 
ont.  General  Gartrell  said  to  me,  "  Yon  had  better  keep  those  men  back ;  things  will  be 
setious.''  I  told  them  to  go  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  and  remain  there  till  we  heard 
what  was  the  trovble ;  they  all  went  back  from  the  guard-house  and  staid  on  the 
other  side  of  the  road ;  we  went  to  the  lieutenant  and  asked  whethef  the  man  could  be 
bailed  ont;  ho  said  he  thought  so,  but  he  would  send  to  the  mayor;  the  mayor 
'said  tlat  he  could  be  bailed  out ;  General  Gartrell  an4  Mr.  Snyder,  a  candidate  for  council, 
c^ered  to  go  on  his  bond.  After  the  policemen  found  that  there  were  men  ready  to  go 
on  bis  bond,  they  would  not  give  him  up.  There  was  a  white  man  heading  this  riot ; 
I  do  not  know  his  name.  The  lieutenant  pointed  to  him  and  said,  "  There  is  the  man 
who  is  heading  this  riot."  Said  I,  "  You  nad  better  not  do  anything  now ;  things  will 
be  serious  here ;  there  are  too  many  stones  right  abont  here."  Right  near  there  were 
mins  of  buildings,  and  almost  every  person  had  a  piece  of  brick  in  his  hand.  I  said, 
"I  think  we  can  stop  this  without  serious  difficulty."  I  and  other  republicans  kept 
tiling  the  crowd  to  go  back,  and  we  would  get  this  man  out.  I  suppose  we  were  par- 
leymg  with  them  for  half  an  hour.  After  that  one  of  the  lieutenants  came  up  and 
said,  "There  is  the  man  who  is  heading  this  riot,  and  we  are  going  to  arrest  him."  1 
said,  ^*If  you  attempt  to  arrest  that  man  there  is  going  to  be  trouble,  and  I  don't  pro- 
pose to  have  anything  to  do  with  it."  Just  as  I  said  that,  the  policemen  went  for  that 
man,  and  the  crowd  commenced  upon  the  police  with  clubs  and  stones,  and  they  com* 
menced  firing  pistol-shots.  I  ran  into  the  guard-house.  The  bullets  were  then  coming 
through.  It  was  a  brick  building,  which  had  been  used  at  one  time  as  a  market^house, 
and  tuere  were  large  doors,  and  the  bullets  were  coming  in  where  I  was  standing. 
Finding  I  was  in  danger  there,  I  went  into  the  office  and  sat  down  under  a  table,  to 
keep  from  being  hit  by  the  bullets.  There  was  only  one  other  person  there  l>e8ides 
myself.  When  I  looked  around  I  saw  a  gentleman  standing  there  with  a  pistol  out. 
He  said  to  me,  "Here  is  another  radical  son  of  a  bitch,  and  I  am  going  to  shoot  him.*' 
He  was  abont  half  tight.  One  of  the  policemen  stepped  up  and  said,  **  No,  you  won't ; 
that  man  has  done  more  to  keep  this  riot  down  than  any  other  person."  **  Well,"  said 
the  man,  "that  don't  make  any  difference;  he  is  a  damned  raaical."  The  policeman 
said,  "  We  are  for  peace ;  we  want  a  peaceable  election."  This  policeman  was  a  demo- 
crat, but  he  protected  me.  The  gentleman  followed  me  round,  and  said  he  was  going 
to  shoot  me.  The  policeman  said  to  him,  "If  you  don't  behave  yourself,  I  will  lock 
yon  up."  He  still  continued  to  say  that  I  was  a  damned  radical,  and  that  he  was  going 
to  shoot  me.  The  policeman  finally  took  him  to  the  guard-house,  and  kept  him  there 
till  everybody  had  gone  away.  Tho  next  day  I  saw  the  gentleman,  and  ho  apologized 
for  what  he  had  done ;  he  said  he  had  been  tight. 

I  know  of  no  person  dying  from  tho  effects  of  wounds  received  in  that  riot,  but  there 
were  seven  or  eight  men  wounded.  The  policemen  tried  to  take  the  man  whom  they 
saw  leading  the  not ;  the  other  men  began  to  pitch  into  them  with  clubs  and  sticlis, 
and  they  fired.  The  rioters  then  fled.  1  think  some  seven  or  eight  were  wounded ;  I 
know  of  three  or  four  who  were  shot  in  different  places. 

Question,  You  mean  some  of  the  rioters  ? 

Anmcer.  Some  innocent  men  were  shot.  One  gentleman  standing  away  off  looking  on 
was  shot  in  the  knee.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  riot.  1  don't  think  any  of  the 
rioters  were  shot.  Those  who  were  shot  were  innocent  persons  standing  close  by.  This 
gentleman  who  was  shot  in  the  knee  was  driving  a  hack  ;  ne  left  the  hack  standing  up 
the  street  and  came  down  to  see  what  was  wrong.  Ho  was  standing  a  square  off"  when 
a  ball  hit  him  in  the  knee.    His  name  is  Brown. 

By  Mr.  Coburx  : 

Question,  What  did  you  say  was  the  nature  of  the  notice  received  by  these  meu  who 
had  to  leave  their  homes— the  man  who  left  Greene  County  and  the  other  who  left 
MoEgan  County  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Colby,  the  man  who  left  Greene  County,  received  a  notice  that  he  must 
leave ;  that  he  could  not  live  there. 

(lit^stion.  What  was  the  notice  to  the  man  in  Morgan  County  f 

Anstcer,  Ho  received  a  similar  notice.  He  did  not  leave  the  county  altogether.  He 
goes  home  occasionally,  but  does  not  remain  there  permanently.  He  lives  with  Mr. 
Colby,  in  Atlanta. 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  those  men  f  ^ 


256    CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES 

Anstoer.  They  are  republicans;  tbdy  were  elected  on  the  repnblioan  ticket.    Mr. 
Colby  was  reelected  a  member  of  the  legislatore  at  the  last  election  by  the  repubUo 
Mr.  Floyd  was  a  member  before.  .     • 

Question.  Yon  said  that  at  the  election  in  Atlanta,  which  yon  have  described,  i 
were  prevented  from  voting  f    Did  anybody  of  any  x)olitic8  complain  of  beiiig[  pre- 
vented from  voting  t    If  so,  what  were  the  politics  of  the  men  who  thus  complained  ! 

Answer.  They  were  republicans. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  democrats  complain  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  They  did  not  complain.  Although  I  knew  some  of  them 
who  could  not  vote,  they  did  not  say  anything. 

Question.  How  many  persons  do  you  think  were  prevented  from  voting  t 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  between  three  and  four  hundred.  Among 
them,  I  presume,  were  some  democrats.  I  saw  the  crowd  that  was  standing  there ; 
they  tried  three  or  four  times  to  get  in  their  votes  and  could  not.  Every  person  was 
trying  to  take  his  chances  the  best  ho  could,  but,  in  fact,  there  was  no  chance  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  •  * 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  polls  during  the  entire  election  T 

Answer.  I  might  have  been  absent  two  or  three  hours  a  day. 

Question.  Wlmt  were  you  doing  there  all  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  was  issuing  out  tickets  and  seeing  that  men  were  voting  the  republican 
ticket,  the  best  I  could. 

Question.  During  the  three  days  T 

Ansttfer.  Yes,  sir.  As  I  sa^,  during  two  or  three  hours  each  day  I  was  off  on  otlier 
business— to  see  that  certam  men  were  brought  in  to  vote.  The  first  day  I  was  there 
the  greater  part  of  the  day. 

Question.  There  was  no  disturbai^ce  at  all  then  f 
'  Answer.  The  first  day  the  election  went  on  very  well ;  we  make  no  complaint  of  the 
first  day.  Had  it  gone  on  the  other  days  as  well  as  on  the  first  day  we  would  have  been 
very  well  satisfied.    I  must  say  the  first  day's  election  was  as  well  managed  as  an  elec- 
tion could  be  anywhere. 

Qwistion.  Were  there  other  polls  in  the  city  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  Atlanta.  There  is  a  small  village  outside  called  West  End  ; 
there  was  a  poll  there.  There  was  no  poll  in  the  city  except  at  the  court-house,  and, 
in  tact,  there  was  only  one  ballot-box^  Voters  passed  in  at  one  door  and  out  at  another. 

Question.  Who  appointed  the  election  officers  t 

Answer.  Governor  Bullock.  They  were  such  gentlemen  as  Roderick  Badger,  Denni- 
son  Hammon,  J.  W.  Mills,  and  other  gentlemen  whose  names  1  cannot  recollect  now. 

Question.  They  were  republicans  T 

Answer.  This  Roderick  Badger  was  a  colored  man  and  was  supposed  to  be  a  repub- 
lican. Mills  was  a  white  man  and  was  supposed  to  be  a  republican.  I  mode  a  mistake 
in  what  I  just  now  said  about  the  manner  of  appointing  these  officers.  The  ffovomor 
appointed  three  and  the  ordinary  two.  The  governor  appointed  Badger,  Mills,  and 
another  gentleman,  whose  name  I  cannot  recollect.  The  ordinary  appointed  Doctor 
Alexander  and  another  gentleman  whose  name  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  in  attendance  at  the  polls  through  the  entire  election  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  greater  part  of  the  time. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  polls  at  the  time  you  complain  of  were  not  closed  to  every 
person— some  persons  were  allowed  to  go  up  T 

Answer.  The  polls  were  not  closed ;  but  this  entrance  of  which  I  speak  was  closed. 
The  colored  men  were  not  allowed  to  go  around  the  other  way.  As  soon  as  the  colored 
men  becan  to  go  around  there,  they  shut  down  on  any  person  going  through  that  way 
and  all  bad  to  go  in  the  other  entrance.  Bnt  at  this  entrance  from  the  north,  when  the 
colored  men  did  not  know  of  it,  the  white  people  were  allowed  to  go  in.  They  did  not 
stop  a  white  republican  if  he  went  around  and  wanted  to  go  in  that  way.  But  a  col- 
ored man  could  not  pass  in  at  that  entrance. 

Question.  Were  you  at  both  the  entrances  f 

Answer.  I  passed  in  at  one  entrance  and  around  to  the  other.  I  stood  watching  the 
proceedings  to  see  who  went  in  there.  I  saw  men  coming  in  express  wacons  and  car- 
riages. Some  of  them  were  merchants.  I  knew  their  politics ;  I  knew  au  about  them. 
Those  gentlemen  would  come  to  the  back  door  in  carriages,  &c.,  and  would  come  in. 
Some  of  them  with  whom  I  was  acquainted  I  would  speak  to.  I  said  to  some  of  then, 
'*  You  cannot  get  in  here ;  you  will  have  to  pass  around  the  other  way.''  Capt^n  Jack- 
son, who  took  a  prominent  position  there,  would  say,  '*0h,  yes,  he  can  come  in  ;*'  and 
then  he  would  wink  to  the  police  to  let  that  gentleman  pass  under  the  railing  and  t» 
the  door.  I  saw  Captain  Jackson  taking  a  position  there.  I  took  a  position  there 
myself  awhile  to  see  who  were  coming  in  there.  I  found  them  to  be  all  his  friends.  I 
went  around  and  got  three  or  four  colored  men  to  go  up  there  and  try  to  go  in.  Wtei 
they  got  to  the  rauing  they  were  not  allowed  to  go  through ;  they  were  told  they  maul 
pass  around  the  other  way.    That  brought  up  a  difficulty  between  me  and  this  <rtiier 
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Mitleman.  I  said  to  the  captAin,  "Why  is  it  that  some  men  can  pass  under  the  railing 
Sere  while  others  cannot  f  He  said,  "Theae  gentlemen  are  in  a  hurry."  I  saw  per- 
sons getting  np  aronnd  me,  and  I  Just  made  up  my  mind  I  had  better  keep  quiet ;  so  I 
did.    It  was  not  a  very  good  place  for  me  to  speak  in. 

Qt^tion.  What  was  the  majority  at  that  poll  f 

Autwtr.  I  have  it  here  in  hgures ;  but  I  would  not  like  to  give  it  as  evidence  because 
I  cannot  give  it  exactly. 

OuesiUm,  Give  your  recollection  of  the  result. 

Afiswrr.  General  Young's  miyority  was  four  of  five  thousand  in  the  district. 

Question.  I  am  speakiug  of  that  particular  poll. 

Aitncer,  Well,  I  cannot  say  exactly. 

Qumtion,  Do  you  not  know  what  the  majority  at  that  poll  was  T 

Ansioer.  1  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Was  it  large  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  quite  a  large  majority ;  but  the  majority  for  the  lep^islatnro  was  not 
so  large  as  for  congressman.  I  think  it  was  only  two  or  three  hundred  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection. 

Question.  When  did  you  go  to  Georgia  to  live  f 

Answer.  I  have  been  living  at  Atlanta  about  a  year.  I  have  resided  in  the  State 
sixteen  or  eighteen  months. 

Question.  Yon  were  not  a  voter  at  the  last  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  a  voter.    I  voted  at  the  laot  election. 

Question.  How  long  bad  you  then  resided  in  the  State t 

Answer.  Eight  months.  It  requires  six  months  residence  in  the  State  to  vote ;  I 
brieve  that  under  the  law  of  Georgia,  six  months  residence  entitles  a  person  to  vote. 

Question.  Where  did  you  go  from  when  you  went  to  Georgia? 

Answer.  From  Pennsylvania. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  employed  upon  the  State  road  under  Mr.  Blodgett  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  were  yon  in  his  employ  1 

Answer.  Between  three  and  four  months. 

QviesUon,  In  what  capacity  T 

Answer.  1  was  in  the  freight  department. 

Question.  How  was  the  business  of  the  road  during  the  time  you  were  employed  theref 

Answer.  It  was  pretty  good ;  but  in  the  fall  of  the  yeiur  it  is  generally  better. 

Question.  Was  it  very  good  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  very  good. 

Question.  Was  it  good  as  compared  with  former  years? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  Just  as  good,  I  believe. 

Question.  Just  aa  good  as  it  was  in  previous  years? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  paid  some  attention  to  it ;  and  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Are  you  still  employed  upon  that  road  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  employed  upon  the  road  at  present.  I  oame  here  on  some 
businei»,  and  I  now  expect  as  soon  as  the  cars  are  in  operation  to  serve  as  a  mail  agent. 

Question.  You  expect  to  get  appointed  as  a  mail  agent? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  what  road  ? 

Anmoer.  On  the  new  line  they  are  now  arranging  going  through  to  New  Oiieans  by 
way  of  Chattanooga. 

QnesHon.  Then  you  are  here  looking  out  for  a  miul  agency  ? 

Answer.  I  have  other  business  while  I  am  here.  The  first  business  I  had  was  as  an 
applicant,  among  others,  for  the  postmastership  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  you  were  first  employed  by  Mr.  Blodgett? 

Answer.  I  was  in  Atlanta. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  been  there  ? 

Answer,  About  four  or  five  months. 

Question.  What  had  yon  been  doing  before  that  time? 

Answer.  Before  that  time  I  was  partially  en^^aged  with  the  revenue;  and  after  that 
I  was  engaged  with  a  gentleman  in  a  patent  nght  known  as  a  flour  cooler.  I  believe 
the  gentleman  is  from  Minneseta. 

Quss^Km,  In  what  way  were  you  engaged  in  the  reyenue  ? 

Answer.  I  was  only  temporarily  employed  by  Ueneral  KryzyanoskL 

Queatiion.  In  what  way  f 

Awssoer.  As  a  detective. 

Quss^om.  Were  you  a  detective  in  the  revenue  servioe  ?  ^^  t 

-^JUSl^^'^'I'  •         .,,,.  w^.       .  Digitized  by  GOOSle 

iimmtkm.  What  were  your  special  duties  as  detective? 

Answer,  I  was  employed  by  him  to  go  into  a  certain  seotion  of  country  to  see  about 

17  O 
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distilling  peaoh  whisky— poaoh  brandy  as  they  call  it.  It  took  nxi  my  time  about  two 
weeks,  1  presume. 

Question,  Yon  were  what  is  commonly  known  as  a  spy  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  To  pretend  to  be  one  thing  and  in  fact  to  be  another  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  was  the  only  thing  I  went  for.  I  was  directed  to  visit  two  or 
three  places  and  see  what  they  were  doing. 

Question,  That  was  your  first  appearance  in  Georgia? 

Anstrer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  your  age  t  ^^ 

Answer.    Twenty-live. 

Question,  What  had  you  been  doing  in  Pennsylvania  before  you  leA  there  f 

Ansu>€r.  I  was  engaged  in  tlie  grocery  business. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  1 

Answer.  I  carried  on  business  myself. 

Qu*^stion,  Where  t 

Answtr.  In  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 

Question,  How  long  had  you  been  at  that  T 

Ansiver.  Two  years,  I  presume. 

Question.  Why  did  you  quit  tbat  business  and  go  to  Georgia  1 

Answer.  I  quit  that  a  year  or  two  before  I  went  to  Georgia,  on  account  of  not  being 
able  to  get  a  store  at  the  same  rent  I  had  got  one  for  before. 

Question.  And  your  first  employment  iu  Georgia  was  as  a  detective  in  the  revenue 
service  f 

Answer,  Let  me  say  that  I  went  to  Groorgia  with  an  understanding  for  another  posi- 
tion.   There  was  a  gentleman  named  Brady  whose  position  I  was  to  take. 

Question.  As  what  f 

Answer,  I  believe  he  was  serving  as  a  clerk  in  the  fourth  district  under  Mr.  Atkins. 

Question.  In  the  revenue  department  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  found  there  was  some  difficulty  between  him  and  Mr.  Atkins,  and 
so  1  did  not  press  the  matter.  I  expected  then  to  go  into  business ;  and  I  waited  two 
or  three  weeks  to  see  how  things  were.  I  was  disappointed  in  some  money  matters, 
and  was  not  able  at  that  time  to  go  into  business ;  so  I  was  employed  at  wluUever  I 
could  iind  for  the  time  being. 

Question.  Did  you  detect  anybody  during  your  service  in  the  revenue  department  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  After  that  what  did  you  go  into  T 

Ansicer.  I  was  acting  as  an  agent  for  Mr.  Wells,  from  Michigan  or  Minnesota.  He 
hai)  a  flour  cooler  he  was  iutroducing.'  I  was  acting  as  agent  for  him  for  two  or  three 
months,  up  to  the  time  1  was  employed  by  Mr.  Blodgett. 

Question.  Mr.  Blodgett  employed  yon  about  what  time  f 

Anstcer.  I  suppose  about  the  1st  of  October,  1870. 

Question.  And  you  were  kept  m  his  employ  till  whenf 

Ansioer.  1  was  kept  until  the  road  was  leased  to  the  lessees  who  now  have  it  in 
possession. 

Question.  Were  you  located  at  Atlanta  all  the  time  as  freight  agent? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  as  clerk  in  the  freight  department. 

Question.  Did  you  get  your  employment  through  'Governor  BuUook  or  through  Mr. 
Blodgett  himself  t 

Answer.  I  .got  it  througli  Mr.  Burnett,  the  candidate  for  Congress. 

Question.  Were  you  at  that  time  taking  an  active  part  in  pontics  f 

Answer.  I  was,  and  always  had  been  ever  since  1  was  flfteen  years  oM. 

Question.  You  commenced  on  Georgia  politics  as  soon  as  you  got  there? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  soon  as  the  time  came  I  did. 

Question.  Before  Mr.  Blodgett  had  employed  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question,  And  Mr.  Burnett,  who  was  a  candidate  for  Congress,  used  his  infinenee  with 
Mr.  Blodgett  to  get  you  a  place  ? 

Answer.  1  presume  he  did ;  it  was  given  to  me  anyhow. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  Mr.  Burnett  got  you  the  position  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  got  me  the  position. 

Question.  Because  of  your  activity  for  him  as  a  candidate  ? 

Anmcer,  No,  sir ;  1  do  not  think  he  got  it  for  me  on  any  such  pretension  as /hat ;  I 
think  he  got  it  because  he  was  a  jKirtioular  friend  of  miue  before  he  was  a  candidate* 

Question,  Had  you  known  him  before  you  went  to  Georgia  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  got  acquaiuted  with  him  shortly  after  I  went  there. 

Question,  Do  you  rememher  what  was  the  ground  of  that  particular  friendship  in 
that  short  time  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  had  very  good  letters,  which  I  showed  him,  from  reliable  partiee- 
Sometimee  we  take  more  liking  to  one  person  than  another ;  and  I  suppose  tbat  ^~ 
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• 

tile  way  in  this  case.  I  took  a  particular  liking  to  him,  and  I  ptesome  it  was  the 
same  way  with  him. 

QueBtion.  When  did  the  election  take  place  f 

Jwncer.  In  December,  IbTO. 

Question,  While  you  were  still  in  the  employ  of  Blodgett  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  republican  tickets  had  Blodgett's  picture  on  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  hud,  one  day. 

Qkestion,  Why  was  Blodgett's  picture  figuring  on  the  tickets?    Do  you  rememhert 

Anatctr.  Well,  he  was  not  a  candidate  lor  any  office. 

Question.  Tbat  is  the  reason  1  ask  why  his  picture  was  put  on  the  tickets. 

Anstcer.  I  presume  it  was  done  to  make  him  popular. 

Question.  Wben  he  was  not  a  caudidate  for  any  office,  can  you  understand  why  he 
sbouhl  be  made  promineut  in  that  way,  and  his  picture  put  on  the  ballots  f 

Answer.  I  can  givu  my  ideas  on  that  question,  but  I  cannot  give  them  as  evidence. 

Question.  I  want  your  information  about  that;  you  probably  know  as  much  about 
this  as  about  those  outrages  reported  to  you  by  men  who  came  from  other  counties  to 
Atlanta. 

Answer.  One  object,  I  ])resume,  was  to  make  him  popular — to  call  every  person's 
attention  to  Mr.  Blodgett,  so  that  in  case  he  should  become  a  candidate  for  anything 
every  person  would  know  who  Colonel  Blodgett  was. 

Question.  Who  had  that  done! 

Answer.  I  presume  it  was  done  by  the  Slate  central  committee ;  they  were  theparties 
who  furnishe<l  the  tickets,  I  believe,  though  I  knew  nothing  about  that  myselfT 

Question.  After  the  road  was  leased  you  were  deprived  of  your  place  as  a  clerk  in  the 
freight  department  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  then  go  at  f 

Answer.  Shortly  alter  that  I  was  an  applicant  for  the  position  of  postmaster ;  and 
shortly  after  that  I  came  to  Washington.  I  have  been  here  now  very  nearly  three 
months. 

Question.  You  were  summoned  by  this  committee  while  you  were  in  Washington  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  sunnnoneil  while  here. 

Question.  Did  you  come  and  ask  to  be  summoned? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  ask  to  bo  summoned.  I  was  talking  to  a  gentleman,  tell- 
ing what  1  knew,  and  1  suppose  he  had  mo  summoned. 

Question.  You  became  an  applicant  for  the  position  of  postmaster f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  recommendations  1  have  here  in  my  hand. 

Question.  Did  you  become  an  applicant  immediately  after  the  election  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Immediately  after  the  leasing  of  the  road  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  ha<l  been  an  applicant  for  some  time. 

Question.  What  business  had  you  been  employed  in  f 

Answer.  I  had  not  been  engaged  in  any  business;  I  was  not  expecting  to  go  into  any, 
as  I  expected  to  come  to  Washmgton  as  soon  as  I  got  through  with  matters  pertaining 
to  the  position  of  postmaster.  1  did  not,  in  fact,  have  any  time  to  go  into  anything 
else. 

Questwn.  And  you  have  been  prosecuting  your  application  until  the  present  time  ? 

Answer.  Until  about  a  month  or  two  ago. 

Question,  SomelMxly  else  got  the  app«>intment  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  same  person  has  it  now. 

Question.  Yon  have  not  sncceeded  in  trying  to  get  him  out  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Question,  Is  the  present  incumbent  a  republican  or  a  democrat? 

Answer.  I  caiuiot  tell  you.    I  would  not  like  to  vouch  for  him  either  way . 

Question.  By  whom  was  he  appointed  ? 

Answer.  By  the  President. 

Question.  You  have  not  sncceeded  in  removing  him  up  to  this  time  ? 

Ansirer.  I  have  not,  but  I  expect  to,  some  time. 

Question.  And  you  expect  to  get  in  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Then  your  efl'ort  is  a  failure,  so  far  as  your  own  appointment  is  concerned? 

Ansfser.  If  1  could  have  got  it  f(»r  myself  last  winter,  I  would  have  taken  it ;  now  I 
do  not  want  it. 

Question,  What  position  do  yon  want  now  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  1  want  anything  particular;  anything  that  I  can  make  a 
Urtng  at. 

Question.  Are  you  making  application  to  the  President  for  ^^^ything ?(^QQa[^ 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  made  no  application  for  anything  but  postinaster.  fnave 
been  oDisred  a  i>ositiou  on  this  mail  route,  and  I  expect  to  take  it. 
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Question.  You  expect  to  be  mail  agent  T 

Ansxcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Oa  what  route  T 

Ansicer,  From  here  to  New  Orleans  by  way  of  Chattanoosa. 

Question.  Then  you  have  abandoned  your  citizenship  iu  (Jeorgia? 

•Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not.  My  family  is  still  iu  Atlanta.  X  do  not  expect  to  aban- 
don my  citizenship  there.  Accordiing  to  what  I  know  now,  I  expect  to  re^ido  there  as 
long  as  I  live. 

Question.  Wore  you  arrested  during  the  election  of  which  you  have  spoken  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  whom  T 

Answer.  By  the  managers  of  the  election,  I  presume. 

Question.  Who  were  they ;  the  men  you  have  named  f 

Answer.  Some  of  them. 

Question.  A  majority  of  them  were  republicans;  wero  they  nott 

Answer.  No;  I  don't  thiuk  they  were.    Three  of  them  were  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor, but  one  of  those  has  since  been  elected  mayor.    I  don't  know  whether  he  is  a 
republican  or  not ;  he  may  be.    I  did  not  vote  for  him,  and  of  course  I  do  not  think  he 
is  a  republican. 
Question.  Three  out  of  the  five  were  Governor  Bullock's  appointees  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  other  two  were  appointed  by  the  mayor  of  Atlanta  t 

Answer  No,  sir;  by  the  ordinary. 

Question.  The  probate  judge,  as  we  would  call  him  in  other  States  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Those  men  arrested  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  ordere<l  rao  arrested. 

Question.  How  long  wero  you  kepj;  under  arrest  f 

Answer.  Two  or  tbcee  hours,  I  presume. 

Question.  What  were  you  arrested  for  T 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  what  they  were  arresting  mo  for  at  the  time.  I  was  after- 
ward released.  I  went  to  the  managei-s  and  asked  them  what  they  had  arrested  me 
for.  I  said,  "  I  would  like  to  know  the. cause  of  my  arrest."  One  of  the  judges  said 
carelessly,  **  Well,  make  it  something;  let  it  go;  charge  him  with  attempting  to  vote 
men  illegally ; "  and  he  made  out  the  warrant  and  sent  it  up  to  the  acting  United 
States  commissioner.  1  gave  bond  in  the  sum  of  $500.  The  object  was  to  Keep  me 
from  working  at  the  elation  on  that  day,  as  the  judge  aft^rwaitl  told  me.  Two  or 
three  days  alterward  I  said  to  the  judge,  "  Do  you  still  entertain  the  opinion  that  I 
was  attempting  to  vote  men  illegally  1 "  He  said,  "  O,  no ;  you  know  wnat  that  was 
for :  that  is  all  right ;  it  is  all  over  now." 

Question.  Was  he  one  of  the  republican  judges? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  a  democrat— Dr.  Alexander. 

Question.  Did  the  republican  judges  unite  in  the  order  for  your  arrest  f 

Attswer.  1  do  not  know,  sir ;  I  did  not  hear.  Dr.  Alexander  is  the  man  in  whose 
name  the  warrant  was  taken  out. 

Question.  Was  that  the  thinl  day  of  the  election  1 

Answer.  The  second  dav. 

Question,  During  the  hrst  day  had  not  the  colored  men  in  Atlanta  voted  twice  as 
many  votes  as  the  white  men  t 

Ansufer.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  say  the  colored  men ;  .but  I  must  say  the  re- 
publicans were  greatly  ahead  the  first  day.    Everything  was  going  along  nicely. 

Question,  Had  they  not  formed  themselves  in  lino  and  taken  possession  of  the  jMlIst 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Men  could  go  there  and  vote  and  would  not  have  to  wait.  This 
was  the  case  until  afternoon  or  evening.  I  suppose  I  voted  about  4  o'clock.  T%ere 
was  a  crowd  when  I  came  up  to  vote;  there  were  a  good  many  democrats  there. 
They  were  coming  away  from  their  business  and  coming  to  vote.  They  would  shove 
men  clear  out  to  the  other  side  of  the  house ;  I  suppose  it  was  not  that  they  were  try- 
ing to  keep  other  men  from  voting,  but  they  wanted  to  vote  themselves. 

Question,  Whom  would  they  shove  ? 
/     Answer.  Evei-y  person. 

Question.  Did  not  the  republicans  vote  twice  as  many  the  first  day  as  the  democrats 
got  a  chance  to  vote? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that. 

Question.  They  voted  largely  more  t 

Afuwer.  They  voted  some  more  than  the  democrats. 

Question.  What  is  the  population  of  Atlanta? 

Answer,  I  presume  it  is  between  twenty  and  twenty-two  thousand. 

Question,  Which  race  has  the  majority,  the  whites  or  the  blacks  1  ^^  t 

Answer,  I  think  the^whites  have.  uigitized  by  V^OOQ IC 

Question,  Largely?  ^ 
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Annoer.  Not  largely. 

Question,  Id  the  city  of  Atlanta  what  nnrober  of  Y^hite  repablican  voters  had  yon  f 

Ansycer,  I  am  not  able  to  Btato  that  exactly. 

Question.  How  close  can  yon  come  to  it  t 

Anvwer,  Well.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  estimate. 

Question,  Had  yon  five  hnndredf 

Anmcer.  I  would  not  like  t-o  say  that. 

Question.  Had  yon  a  hundred  f  , 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  we  had  a  hundred  ;  I  will  say  that. 

Question.  Do  you  think  yon  had  many  more  than  a  hnndredf 

Answer.  Wo  may  have  had  more  than  a  hnndred. 

Question.  Was  not  that  very  nearly  the  limit  of  your  white  repablican  voters  in  At- 
lanta t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Ahont  what  would  they  number  T 

Answer.  1  will  say  about  two  hundred. 

Question.  And  yet  dunng  the  first  day  the  republican  ticket  was  largely  ahead  1  . 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  largely  ;  we  were  some  ahead. 

Question.  On  the  second  day  yon  were  still  ahead  at  night  f 

Answer.  I  think  we  were  some  ahead  the  second  day — no,  I  think  about  4  o'clock  we 
began  to  lose. 

Question.  And  on  the  third  day  how  did  the  vote  stand  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  it  stood ;  I  know  we  were  out. 

Question.  About  how  many  f 

Ansu>er.  We  were  beaten  from  two  to  three  hundred  on  almost  every  ticket. 

Question.  The  average  was  about  two  or  three  hundred  T 

Answer.  I  think  so,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Yon  have  never  been  personally  disturbed  or  insulted  there  in  any  way  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  can  say  that  I  have  never  been  disturbed. 

Question.  Yet  you  have  been  an  active  politician  from  the  time  you  went  there? 

Answer,  I  have  been  an  active  politician  and  I  have  never  been  disturbed.     I  have 
had  threats  made  to  mo  by  persims. 

Question.  You  commenced  to  be  active  in  politics  as  soon  as  you  got  into  the  State  f 

Anstcer.  Two  or  three  months  afterward. 

Qutstion.  And  from  that  time  on  you  wer6  exceedingly  active  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  much  so  as  any  person. 

Question.  And  you  did  this  witbont  any  molestation  T 

Answer.  I  have  never  been  molested  myself.    I  give  credit  where  credit  is  due. 

Question.  And  you  became,  in  about  a  year  after  you  had  been  there,  an  applicant  for 
postmaster  of  a  city  of  twenty -odd  thousand  inhabitants  f 

Answer.  Yes,«sir. 

Question.  And  you  got  into  the  revenue  service  immediately  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  partially  understood  when  I  left  Pennsylvania. 

Question.  Yon  got  to  be«  in  a  few  mouths,  oue  of  the  employes  of  the  State  road 
owned  by  the  State  of  Georgia  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  employed  there. 

QmesiUm.  And  you  became  an.  extremely  active  politician— as  active  as  anybody— a 
decided  republican  f 

Answer.  I  claim  to  be. 

Question.  You  attended  the  polls  all  the  time  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  not  a  candidate  yourself  T 

Anstcer.  I  was  not  a  candidate,  and  1  don't  know  that  I  ever  expected  to  be. 

Question.  And  you  were  pushing  up  the  colored  men  on  every  occasion? 

Answer.  No,  sir :  every  man,  colored  or  white,  that  I  could  get  to  vote. 

Question.  And  all  this  was  done  without  any  disturbance  to  yourself  t 

Answer.  I  have  had  threats  ma<le  to  me ;  but  I  have  never  been  disturbed. 

Question.  The  portion  of  the  State  where  you  hear  of  most  disturbances  is  in  the 
Black  Belt  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  which,  you  say,  Macon  is  the  center  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  do  not  suppose  it  is  the  center ;  I  would  say  Columbus  and  down 
in  Muscogee. 

Question.  Columbus  and  Macon  are  both  prominent  cities  in  the  Black  Belt  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  those  are  the  points  where  you  think  there  has  been  the  most  disturb- 
ance t 

u^fiMMT.  No,  sir,  not  in  Columbus.  ^   ^     ,,    C^r\r%n\c> 

Question.  But  in  that  belt  of  country  t  °'9'^'^^^  by  ^^OOglL 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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OwsHon.  Can  yon  tell  os  of  a  bnman  being  \7bon1  yon  baye  beard  of  as  being  whipped 
or  killed  witbin  the  last  two  years  witbin  one  hundretl  miles  of  Columbns  T 

Answer.  Perbaps  I  can  if  yon  will  let  me  have  that  i:mp. 

Question,  Take  the  map  and  give  us  information  of  any  man  whom  you  have  heard 
of  as  being  killed  in  that  region  since  18(59. 

Answer,  [Examining  the  map.]  I  am  looking  for  a  place  where  a  gentleman  I  knew 
was  killed  ;  but  I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  place ;  I  will  let  it  go  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Question,  You  cannot  name  any  su(m  case  T 

Answer,  I  have  heard  j  but  I  have  no  right  to  give  testimony  of  what  is  simply 
hearsay. 

Question,  Yes,  I  am  asking  you  now  to  stat-e  what  yoa  have  heard.  Who  have  yon 
heard  was  killed  within  two  years  past,  within  ouo  hundred  miles  of  CoiUmbus  f 

Answer.  The  gentleman  to  whom  I  refer  was  a  member  of  the  senate ;  1  am  trying  to 
think  of  his  name;  perhaps  I  can  think  of  it  in  a  minute.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Georgia  senate? 

Question.  Do  you  mean  Ashbum  t 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  him,  of  course;  but  that  is  not  the  gentleman  I  refer  to. 
*    Question.  That  case  was  in  1868 ;  and  I  am  asking  you  about  the  last  two  years. 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  the  case  of  this  gentleman  occurred  in  1887. 

Question.  Of  course  tbei*e  were  killings  in  18G7  and  1868 ;  I  am  asking  yon  about  the 
last  two  years. 

Answer.  Well,  then,  I  have  nothing  to  say ;  I  find  I  cannot  say  positively. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  person  either  whipped  or  killed  within  the  last  two 
years  in  Savannah,  or  in  any  of  the  twenty-nine  counties  which  compose  that  congres- 
sional district  f 

Answer.  I  will  testify  as  to  those  gentlemen  whoso  names  I  have  mentioned ;  but 
those  are  the  only  ones  I  can  state  positively— the  only  ones  I  can  testify  to  on  oath. 
I  conld  mention  other  things  on  hearsay. 

Question.  Then  you  confine  your  statement  to  the  cases  of  Abraham  Colby,  Monday 
Floyd,  and  Alfred  Richardson — the  three  you  have  spoken  oft 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  of  Ku-Kluxing  anywhere  in  the  neighborhood  d 
Macon,  within  the  last  two  years  T 

Answer.  I  will  only  testify  as  to  the  counties  of  Morgan,  Greene,  and  Clarke,  in  which 
occurred  the  cases  of  the  gentlemen  I  have  referred  ro. 

Question.  As  to  the  "  Blm;k  Belt,"  you  do  not  propose  to  testify  particularly  f 

Answer.  I  will  testify  to  nothing  from  my  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  Give  us  a  case  you  have  heard  ot. 

Answer.  I  have  be^rd  that  spoken  of  as  a  pretty  rough  place ;  that  I  can  testify  to; 
and  I  believe  it  is  so. 

Question.  I  would  like  yon  to  mention  any  case  which  you  know  of,  by  hearsay  01 
otherwise,  in  that  belt  of  country. 

Answer.  If  I  bad  made  myself  familiar  with  that  section  of  country 

Question.  If  you  can  give  any  such  case,  give  it ;  and  if  you  cannot,  say  so. 

Answer.  I  will  say  that  I  cannot. 

Question.  Monday  Floyd  wjas  not  injured,  I  believe  f 

Answer.  He  was  not  injured  that  I  know  of;  be  told  me  that  he  was  not. 

Question.  Abraham  Colby  was  not  injured ;  he  left  on  notice? 

Answer.  He  left  on  notice;  the  description  of  the  notice  I  am  not  able  to  say:  he  did 
not  show  me  the  notice. 

Question.  Those  two  men  are  living  in  Atlanta,  claiming  that  they  are  afinfd  to  go 
home  for  fear  of  personal  ixgury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  own  personal  knowledge  extends  no  further  than  to  Atlanta  aad 
Fulton  County  f 

Answer.  1  can  state  what  those  gentlemen  told  me ;  and  from  other  information  I 
have  the  best  reason  to  believe  their  statements  are  true. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qtuxtion.  You  were  asked  if  you  could  give  the  names  of  any  parties  who  had  been 
inju^  in  certain  sections  of  the  State.  Have  you  heard  of  cases  where  the  names  bare 
escaped  you  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  persons'  names  mentione<l,  and  I  have  seen  cases  referred  to  m 
the  papers;  but  it  would  not  be  fair  to  say  on  oath  who  those  parties  were  and  to  what 
county  they  belonged,  as  I  did  not  have  any  occasion  at  that  time  to  take  any  partic- 
ular notice. 

Question.  But  you  have  beard  of  cases  of  whippings  where  you  have  not  now  a  recol- 
lection of  the  names  of  the  parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  If  I  could  refresh  my  memory  and  refer  to  documents,  I  tbtak  I 
could  testify  better  on  that  point. 
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Question,  We  have  no  objection  to  your  refreshing  your  memory,  if  you  have  the 
docnments  with  you. 

Ansioer,  I  have  not  them  with  me. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  cases  of  whippings,  without  any  regard  to  names  t 

Answer   I  have. 

Question,  In  that  "  Kack  Belt  T" 

Answer.  That  and  other  portions  of  the  State. 

Question.  Have  the  cases  of  whippings  you  have  heard  of  been  numerous  1 

Answer.  I  presume  they  have  not  been  numfrous.  I  have  heard  of  three  or  four 
cases,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Cases  of  persons  whipped  by  parties  in  disguise  t 

Answer.  Supposed  to  be,  according  to  the  information  given  to  me. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  these  disguised  men  riding  about  in  different  portions 
of  Georgia  t 

Ansxcer.  I  have. 

Question.  Within  the  last  twelve  months  t 

Anstcer   Yes,  sir,  within  the  hist  twelve  months. 

Question.  In  many  portions  of  the  State  t 

Answer:  No,  sir.  I  can  say  this :  I  saw  a  note,  which  was  left  with  Mr.  Burnett,  at  a 
hotel  in  some  village  in  Floyd  County,  I  believe,  where  ho  was  going  to  make  a  speech. 
That  was  just  belore  the  election.  He  got  there  one  evening,  went  to  IkmI.  and  I 
believe  he  says  about  12  o'clock  there  came  a  rap  at  his  door,  and  he  was  told  that 
soDie  gentlemen  wanted  to  see  him.  He  says  he  heaixl  the  bugle  blowing,  and  heard 
the  noise  of  persons  outside.  He  went  to  tbe  window,  raised  the  curtain,  and  saw,  he 
aays,  as  many  as  eight  or  ten  per^ons,  mounted  on  hoi-scs.  He  looked  out  and  said  to 
liis  friend,  "  There  are  the  Ku-Klux."  They  sent  for  him  to  come  down.  He  went  down- 
stairs, stood  on  the  por<:h,  and  asked  them  to  come  there,  and  take  their  caps  otf  and 
show  their  faces.  Rone  of  them  spoke,  but  they  blew  their  horns,  and  i*ode  off.  The 
letter  that  was  left  for  him  he  had.  I  believe  Governor  Bullock  is  now  in  possession 
of  that  letter.  I  believe  Mr.  Burnett  told  me,  when  he  was  here,  that  he  gave  it  to 
the  governor. 

Question.  What  was  the  purport  of  that  letter  T 

Answer,  I  did  not  read  it,  but  he  told  me  it  was  that  he  should  leave  the  place  by  8 
o'clock  the  next  morning ;  that  if  he  did  not,  some  person  would  wait  on  him. 

Question.  You  are  allowed  to  state  here  what  you  have  heard  from  other  people,  if 
yon  have  reason  to  believe  it  to  l)e  true. 

Answer.  I  have  the  best  reason  to  believe  this  was  t>ue,  because  I  saw  the  letter. 
I  did  not  read  it.  Mr.  Burnett  had  it  in  his  hand  when  he  was  telling  me,  and  he  read 
to  mo  the  words,  "  You  will  have  to  leave  at  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,"  or  words 
to  that  effect.    I  had  no  curiosity  to  read  thl<  letter.  • 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Richardson  and  Mr.  Floyd  tell  yon  they  knew  of  men  being 
whii»i>ed  l^  Ku-KluxT 

Answer.  They  said  they  knew  of  men  being  whipped. 

Question.  How  many— one  or  more  T 

Anstcer.  They  did  not  say  the  number;  they  said  they  knew  of  persons  being 
"whipped. 

Question.  In  their  locality  t  • 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  county  where  it  occurred.  I  have  had  conversa- 
tions with  them  time  and  again  about  these  things.  I  was  an  active  polkician,  but 
was  never  molested  myself.    1  was  anxious  to  know  something  about  these  matters. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  cases  of  whipping  by  disguis^  men  ? 

Answer.  I  did  hear  of  them. 

Question.  From  other  persons  besides  Floyd  and  Richardson  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  heard  it  spoken  of  geuenilly.  I  would  get  up  in  the  morning 
sometimes  and  read  the  cases  in  the  papers,  and  I  wonld  hear  other  persons  say  sucH 
and  such  a  case  occuiTed  in  certain  sections  of  the  State ;  and  they  would  ask  me  if  I 
noticed  so  and  so  in  the  papers  about  such  a  person  being  waited  on  at  his  house. 

Question.  Have  these  cases  been  frequent  t 

Answer.  They  were  during  the  last  election — more  so  just  about  election  time  than  at 
any  other  time. 

Qt^esHon.  Have  they  been  fi'eqnent  in  different  parts  of  the  State  T 

Answer.  Different  parts  of  the  State. 

Question.  Have  they  been  more  frequent  in  that  **  Black  Belt"  than  elsewhere  t 

Answer,  There  and  in  those  connties  where  the  gentlemen  live  that  I  have  been 
speaking  of.  It  appears  to  be  pretty  bad  in  Greene  County,  according  to  what  they 
say. 

Question.  Yon  say  you  hoard  that  this  Black  Belt  was  a  rough  plaee  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^  j 

Question,  Rough  in  what  reepNBCtt  Digitized  by  VjOOQi^ 

Answer.  Rough  in  regard  to  these  organizations— the  organization  known  as  Ka« 
Klux,  &,c.,  and  for  persons  who  were  active  in  politics. 
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Question,  Active,  bow;  as  democrats T 

Ansioer.  No,  sir;  when  I  say  active  in  politics  I  mean  as  republicans.  I  never  beard 
of  a  case  yet  wbcre  any  person  molested  or  abused  by  the  Ku-IClux,  belonged  to  tbo 
democratic  party.  Those  who  have  been  Kn-Kluxod  have  always  been  i-epublicaos. 
When  we  hear  of  any  person  being  hurt,  and  inquiie  as  to  his  politics,  it  is  Said  be  is  a 
republican,  or  has  been  a  candidate  for  such  and  such  an  office. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  Give  us  the  date  when  yon  went  to  Georgia. 
Answtr,  I  went  to  Atlanta  in  May  of  last  year,  if  I  recollect  right. 
Question.  A  year  ago  last  May  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  , 

Question.  You  went  directly  from  Pennsylvania  to  Atlanta  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  had  been  at  Dal  ton  before,  and  came  back  and  went  borne,  and 
then  went  to  Atlanta. 

Question,  'Your  tirst  residence  in  the  State  as  a  citizen  was  at  Atlanta  in  May,  1870 1 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  last  of  April  or  beginning  of  May. 

By  Mr.  Blaui  : 

Question,  The  election  took  place  in  December,  1870  f 
AHsu)er,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Does  it  not  re<^uire  a  year's  residence  in  your  State  before  a  man  can  vote? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  only  six  months.  There  were  plenty  of  people  who  would  have 
deprived  me  of  my  vote  if  they  could  have  done  so.  When  you  look  at  the  constitution 
you  will  tind  that  I  am  correct.  If  I  had  not  had  the  right  to  vote  I  should  not  have 
attempted  to.  I  do  not  approve  of  any  person  voting  when  he  has  not  the  right  to  vote, 
whether  he  votes  the  republican  or  the  democratic  ticket. 


WASHixaTON,  D^  C,  July  26, 1871. 
AMBROSE  R.  WRIGHT  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chaiuman,  (Mr.  Pool.)  Some  member  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  will 
examine  this  witness  first. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  State  your  place  of  residence,  and  vour  profession. 

Answer.  I  live  in  Augusta,  Georgia;  I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  I  edit  a  news^ 
paper,  the  Chronicle  and  Sentinel. 

Question,  Tell  the  committee  how  long  you  have  resided  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
what  public  positions  you  have  held  there. 

AnstveTj  1  was  bom  within  forty  miles  of  where  I  now  live,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson — 
an  ai^oining  county.  I  have  been  there  thirty-five  or  forty  years ;  I  have  never  held 
any  public  office.  I  was  an  elector  on  the  Fillmore  ticket  in  1856,  and  on  the  Bell  and 
Everet  ticket  in  1860,  and  I  was  defeated  in  both  elections. 

Question,  Have  you  quite  a  general  knowledge  of  the  people  and  of  the  condition 
of  things  in  yonr  region  of  country  f 

Attswer.  I  think  I  know  the  people  of  Georgia  well,  mbre  particularly  in  the  eastern 
portion,  that  portion  embraced  in  the  fifth  congressional  district  in  which  I  live,  lying 
along  the  Savannah  River. 

Question.  You  have  had  a  great  deal  of  intercourse  with  the  peop?e  in  your  section  of 
the  State? 

Answer.  I  am  very  familiar  with  the  x>eople  in  that  section  of  the  State.  I  have 
practiced  in  ten  of  the  counties  in  that  district ;  I  am  regularly,  twice  a  year,  in  each, 
county.  The  people  trade  in  the  county  where  I  live,  and  I  know  them  very  well;  I 
know  the  people  ^nerally.  I  have  canvassed  the  State,  and  know  all  the  people  d 
the  State  very  well. 

Question,  Wo  are  endeavoring  to  ascertain  how  far  outrages  are  being  committed  in 
the  State  of  Georgia ;  what  is  the  general  condition  of  your  people  as  a  law-abiding 
IMMiple  or  otherwise ;  how  far  life  and  property  are  secure;  and  if,  from  any  cause,  tboj 
are  not  secure,  wl^at  is  that  cause.  State  the  general  condition  of  the  people  in  vour 
country  in  regard  to  law  and  order,  as  fully  as  you  can,  without  being  particolarly 
interrogated. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Georgia  is  good.  The  laws,  so  far  as  1 
know,  and  my  information  is  very  general,  are  .enforced  by  the  courts ;  there  is  less 
crime  there  now,  and  there  has  been  less  for  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months,  per- 
haps, than  for  any  other  time  within  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  There  is  a  ffeneral 
disposition  among  the  people  to  attend  to  their  own  business,  to  try  and  rebuifii  their 
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fortanes  which  were  broken  down  by  the  war.  Immediately  after  the  war  society  was 
very  mnch  disorgaDized.  Just  after  the  close  of  the  war  the  negroes  wore  educated 
to  rej^ard  the  whites  of  the  South  as  their  enemies,  and  made  to  believe  that  sonthern 
native  whites  wouUl  put  them  back  iuto  slavery  it'  they  CQuhl.  We  had  no  courts ;  our 
judicial  system  was  destroyed  j  wo  had  nothing  there  but  military  government.  The 
negroes,  who  had  just  been  emaucipate<l,  were  very  lawless,  tliinking  they  would  be  sup- 
ported by  a  class  ol  men  who  had  come  down  there  to  teach  them — a  class  that  we  call 
carpet-baggers ;  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  crime  at  that  tiii)«.  Since  then,  however — 
well,  since  186B^there  has  been  a  very  marked  and  decided  improvement  in  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  there.  I  think  to-day  Georgia  is  as  peaceable  and  as  law-abiding  a 
State  as  there  is,  perhai>s,  in  the  Union.  1  hear  occasionally  of  an  isolated  case  of 
violation  of  the  law,  but  wherever  it  occnrs  the  parties  are  prosecuted  and  convicted. 

Question,  Tell  ns  how  the  judges,  the  attorneyn,  and  prosecuting  officers  throughout 
tiie  State  are  appointed,  and  what  is  the  xxilitics  generally  of  the  men  who  are  in 
power  over  you  in  judicial  oftices. 

Answer,  Under  the  constitution  of  1868  the  appointment  of  jndicial  officers  was 
vested  in  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  senate.  The  gov- 
ernor has  appointed  the  three  judges  who  constitute  our  supreme  court ;  be  has  ap- 
pointed twenty  circuit  jndges,  and  twenty  solicitors-general,  us  we  call  them,  one  for 
each  judicial  circuit. 

Qwe8ti<m,  Prosecuting  attorneys  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  We  have  an  attorney-general  of  the  State,  and  officers  we  call 
solicitors-general,  one  for  each  judicial  circuit;  they  are  appointed  by  the  governor. 
Then  we  have  a  district  court  system  ;  there  ought  to  be  forty-fonr  of  these  courts; 
one  for  each  senatorial  district  in  the  State.  I  think  some  districts  were  exempted  in 
the  organization  of  these  courts,  so  that  {here  are  but  twenty  and  some  odd  of  those 
district  couits.  The  governor  appoints  the  jndges  of  those  district  courts,  and  the  dis- 
trict attorney  and  prosecuting  officer.  Under  our  old  system  we  had  ^or  each  militia 
district  in  the  State  two  justices  of  the  peace,  elected  by  the  people.  The  State  was 
divided  into  counties,  and  the  counties  were  subdivided  iuto  militia  distiicts,  and  there 
are  something  over  a  thousand  militia  districts  in  the  State.  Under  the  new  consti- 
tution the  people  are  permitted  to  elect  one  justice  of  the  peace  in  each  militia  dis- 
trict, and  the  governor  appoints  a  notary  public,  with  the  power9  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  for  each  militia  district.  The  whole  judicial  system,  therefore,  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  governor,  aijd  every  officer  in  the  State  connected  with  the  juOlciary  has  been 
appointed  by  Governor  Bullock. 

Question,  And  they  have  generally  been  his  political  friends  t 

Ansu:er,  I  presume  so;  so  far  as  I  know  they  are.  I  believe,  though,  in-  one  or  two 
circuits,  in  two  of  the  twenty  circuit  courts,  the  judges  that  he  has  appointed  are  nom- 
ioally  democrats. 

Question,  Something  h^^  been  said  by  divers  witnesses,  speaking  of  Georgia  affairs^ 
about  your  juries  not  being,  perhaps,  cQmposed  of  the  right  Sort  of  men.  How  are 
your  juries  selected  t 

Answer,  Well,  under  the  old  law,  before  the  adoption  of  this  new  constitution,  our 
juries  were  selected  from  the  list  of  tax-payers,  by  tne  clerk  and  sheriff  of  the  Qonnty 
and  the  jndges  of  the  inferior  courts.  The  inferior  courts  were  abolished,  and  under  the 
new  system,  each  judge  of  a  judicial  circuit  appoints  three  jurj*  commissioners,  who, 
with  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court  and  the  ordinary  of  the  county,  are  t^e  jury  com- 
missioners, who  are  required  to  select  from  the  most  worthy  and  intelligent  citizens  of 
the  county  snch  names  as  they  deem  best  fitted  to  go  iuto  the  jury-box.  These  three 
persons  selected  in  each  county  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit,  and  the  ordinary  and  clerk 
of  the  county,  are  the  jury  commissioners. 

Question,  So  that  practically  in  yonr  State  the  republican  party,  through  their  offi- 
cials, have  the  selection  of  the  juries  f 

Answer,  Why,  cert'iinly,  yes. 

Question,  Grand  juries  as  well  as  petit  juries  t 

Answer,  Grand  juries  as  well  as  ]ietit  juries.  The  present  officers,  the  ordinaries  and 
c§Mte  of  our  courts,  were  elected  in  IbUd,  at  the  iirst  election  under  the  constitution, 
when  the  State  went  for  the  republican  party,  or  they  so  counted.  We  said  Bnllock 
was  never  elected,  and  we  think  so  stil).  But  in  the  different  counties  the  ordinaries 
aad  clerks  were  elected  at  that  election,  and  were  generally  republicans,  and  they  are 
yet  in  office.  All  three  commissioners  in  each  county  have  been  appointed  by  repub- 
lican Jndges. 

Quaiiott,  And  they  have  the  right  to  select  your  juries  t 

Answer,  They  select  just  snch  names  as  they  please,  and  no  one  else  has  any  authority 
over  it  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  :  r^  i 

Question.  They  could  put  the  names  of  negroes  in  the  jury-boxcftled  by  CjQO^I^ 
Answer,  They  have  done  that  in  the  county  in  which  I  live.    There  were  one  hun  - 
dred  and  forty-odd  names  of  negroes  on  the  jury-list,  so  I  saw  it  stated  publicly ;  an^^ 
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I  believe  the  names  of  two  handred  and  some  odd  white  persons.  I  have  seen  negroes 
on  Hie  jary  there.  I  remember  one  jury  that  had  throe  negroes  on  it,  thongh  generally 
they  ai-e  not  on  the  Jurien.  I  think  that  in  the  county  in  which  Augusta  is  situated, 
in  Chatham  Connty,  in  which  Savannah  is  situated,  in  Bibb  County,  and  perhaps  ia 
Atlanta,  the  commissioners  have  put  negroes  upon  the  jury-list;  I  think  they  are  about 
all  the  counties  where  the  commissioners  have  put  any  negroes  upon  the  Jury-list. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  In  the  larger  cities  yon  have  morcjintelligent  negroes  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  constitutional  provision  is  that  jurors  shall  bo  selected  from 
the  most  worthy  and  intelligent  meu  of  the  community.  When  you  get  out  into  the 
country  districts  the  most  worthy  and  intelligent  meu  are  among  the  whites,  and  there 
are  a  large  number  of  white  people  whoso  names  are  not  put  in  the  jury-boxes. 

Question.  Because,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officer,  they  have  not  the  qoalificatioQS 
required  by  the  constitution  t 

Answer.  Because  they  do  not  possess  the  (qualifications  required  by  the  constitution. 
In  some  of  the  counties  perhaps  one-half,  and  in  others  perhaps  ono-third,  (tf  the 
white  people  are  not  put  iu  the  jury-boxes^ 

Question,  Is  the  couuty  of  Warren  in  your  congressional  district? 

Answer.  It  is,  aud  I  practice  law  in  that  county.  The  county-seat  of  Warren  is  about 
fifty  miles  from  where  I  reside. 

Question,  We  have  had  before  us  a  witness,  who  was  at  one  time  the  sheriff  of  that 
couuty,  and  ho  gave  us  a  uumlier  of  oases  of  outrages  committed  fbere.  The  witness 
named  was  J.  C.  Norris. 

Answer,  I  know  him  very  well,  and  I  have  known  him  twenty  years.  He  was  a 
shoemaker  in  Warreirton  before  the  war. 

Qn^tian.  He  spoke  particularly  of  Dr.  Darden.  I  want  you.  to  give  us  the  facts  rela- 
tive to  the  killing  of  Dr.  Dardeu,  the  causes  that  led  to  it,  his  political  status,  and  all 
you  kuow  about  it. 

Answer,  I  think  it  has  been  three  years  since  Dr.  Darden  was  killed ;  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  it  was  in  1668.  That  was  not  a  political  difficulty  at  all ;  the  facts  of  that 
case  are  about  these 

Question,  Was  not  Dr.  Darden  a  republican  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  Dr.  Darden  was  a  democrat. 

Question,  Was  Wallace  an  editor  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  an  editor  of  the  newspaper  there. 

QuesUon,  What  means  have  yon  of  knowing  that  Dr.  Darden  was  a  democrat! 

Answer,  I  knew  him  well ;  I  have  his  own  word  for  it.  I  was  in  correspoadence 
with  him  just  before  his  death ;  he  was  a  subscriber  to  my  paper. 

Question.  If  Mr.  Norris  spoke  of  him  as  a  leading  republican  he  was  very  much  mis* 
takeu t 

Answer,  I  cannot  suppose  that  Mr.  Norris  would  have  said  that  Dr.  Darden  was  a 
lending  republican. 

Quesii&n,  If  he  did  say  so  he  was  mistaken  t 

Answer.  O,  most  decidedly  he  was. 

Question,  Go  on  with  your  statement  of  the  case. 

Answer,  That  was  not  a  political  difficulty ;  there  was  no  politics  in  it  at  all ;  they 
were  both  of  the  same  paity.  As  I  understand  the  facts,  Dr.  Darden  had  applied  to 
join  a  Masonic  lodge  in  that  town,  of  which  WaUaoe  was  a  member,  a  lit4de  over  a 
year  previous  to  the  killing,  and  had  been  rejected ;  two  black  balls  had  been  thrawn 
agaiuHt  him.  He  waited  until  a  year  had  passed;  I  believe,  by  the  rules  of  that  ^ 
ternity,  a  jiersou  has  to  wait  a  year  after  rejection ;  I  am  not  familiar  with  it.  it 
least,  ho  waited  until  some  of  his  friends,  and  conspicuously  Dr.  Neeson,  informed  bim 
that  the  opposition  to  him  on  the  part  of  those  two  members  who  had  blaok-halled 
him  before  had  been  overcome :  they  disclosed  to  him  that  Wallace  was  one ;  the  other 
namo  has  escaped  my  mind,  I  cannot  recollect  it.  But  they  represented  to  him  tfaafc 
both  bad  withdrawn  their  opposition,  aud  that  if  he  would  renew  his  {^plication  be 
would  l>e  admitted.  The  application  was  renewed,  and  with  the  same  result  aaia  the 
case  of  the  original  application  ^  he  received  two  black  balls. 

Queiftum.  Dr.  Dardeu  was  again  black-balled  t 

Answer,  His  second  application  received  the  same  result,  two  black  balls. 

Question,  1  want  to  call  your  attention  to  this  to  see  If  you  may  not  be  miatakeo. 
My  recollection  is  that  Mr.  Norris  testitied  before  us  that  Wallace  had  applied  to  the 
lodge  for  admission,  and  that  he  hud  been  black-balled,  as  he  believed,  by  Dr.  Dardtn; 
tliat  thereupon  be  swore  that  he  would  kill  Darden  for  black-balling  him.  Thatianot 
true,  is  it  t 

Answer.  I  think  Norris  is  mistaken.  v 

Question,  It  was  Darden  who  was  black-balled  and  not  Wallace  t 

Answer,  That  is  my  recollection.  And  then  Darden  became  very  violent,  sapponofC 
he  had  reason  to  be,  having  been  assured  that  this  opposition  to  him  had  baoi  with- 
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dnwn.  He  thought  he  had  been  exposed  by  the  duplicity  of  Wallace,  to  having  bis 
name  again  rejected ;  he  thought  he  had  been  outraged,  and  he  was  very  indignant 
and  very  abusive.  Wallace  edited  a  little  paper  in  town,  and  there  was  some  coitu- 
Bfiondence  between  them  on  the  subject,  and  a  very  bitter  feeling  was  gotten  up  on 
aooount  of  the  rejection  of  Dr.  Darden,  and  his  conception  of  the  bad  treatment  he 
had  received  from  the  hands  of  Wallace  and  this  other  gentleman.  That  went  on  for 
some  time,  and  the  controversy  was  very  acrimonious  and  very  bitter.  Finally  Dr. 
Darden  shot  Wallace. 

Questiofu  State  the  circumstaoces  of  that,  because  we  have  had  gbme  controversy 
about  the  circumstances  connected  with  that  killing,  and  we  want  to  know  them  as 
yon  understand  them. 

Answer.  The  facte  as  I  understand  them  are  these :  that  early  in  the  morning,  as  Wal- 
lace was  standing  on  his  stoop,  at  his  office  door,  Darwin  walked  down  the  street 
apparently  in  search  of  him,  with  a  double-barreled  gun  in  his  hand ;  that  before  Wal- 
laoB  saw  him  or  knew  of  his  presence,  Darden  fired  on  him,  and  then  fired  the  second 
time,  killing  him.    It  was  a  cold-blooded  assassination,  and  so  considered  by  the  peo- 
ple there. 
Question,  Was  it  generally  believed  by  the  jKJople  to  be  an  assassination  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  cold-blooded,  premeditated  assassination. 
QnesHon,  The  shot  was  fired  without  Wallace  seeing  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  had  been  that  provocation  which  I  have  stated  to  you,  tha/t 
feeling  of  Darden  that  he  had  received  an  outrage  at  the  hands  of  Wallace. 

Qu^Hon,  Consequent  upon  that  killing,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  people  there ; 
what  waa  their  feeling  al>out  it  t 

Answer,  The  people  were  very  much  outraged.    It  is  a  very  peaceable  community, 
and  the  people  were  very  much  outraged.    Darden  was  put  in  jail  for  his  protection, 
but  that  night  some  people  there  went  and  took  him  out  of  jail  and  killed  him,  to  give 
it  to  you  in  few  words. 
Question,  Was  there  any  particular  attempt  made  that  night  to  kill  Norris  t 
Answer,  None  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  dis^ised.  men  going  to  his  house,  and  hunting  for 
him  that  niffht,  in  order  to  murder  him  t 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  There  was  no  rumor  of  that  sort  in  town  afterward  that  you  know  off 
Answer.  Subsequently  to  that  Norris  reported  that  he  had  been  attacked  at  his  house, 
and  had  been  shot  at.  « 

QuesUon,  I  am  speaking  of  the  night  when  Dr.  Darden  was  killed. 
Answer,  Not  then ;  it  was  subsequent  to  that. 

QuesUon,  On  the  night  that  Dr.  Darden  was  killed^  was  any  attack  made  on  Mr. 
Norris  t 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  it.    I  think  I  should  have  heard  of  it  if  that  had  been  the 
ease. 
Question,  There  was  no  rumor  existing  of  such  a  fact  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  1  know  of  no  reason  why  they  should  have  wanted  to  injure  Chap 
Norris,  at  that  time ;  I  knew  of  no  bad  feeling  against  him. 

QuestioiL  You  say  that  so  far  as  you  have  heara,  there  was  no  rumor  even  that  such 
a  thing  was  attempted  upon  him  the  night  that  Dr.  Darden  was  taken  out  of  jail  t 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

QueBtion.  Norris  himself  was  shot  at ;  what  do  you  know  about  that  t 
Answer.  Nothing,  except  the  rumor  at  the  time.    I  think  Norris  was  struck;  I  think 
he  was  shot  with  small  shot ;  that  is  my  recollection.    The  perpetrators  of  that  act 
have  never  been  discovered,  so  far  as  I  know ;  he  has  been  very  active  in  attempting 
to  ferret  them  out. 
Question,  He  was  also  maltreated  by  somevien  of  the  name  of  Codyf 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  charged  two  of  the  young  Codys  with  being  of  the  party  that 
•hot  him.    Cody  was  arrested  in  June,  I  think— May  or  June  in  18& — by  the  military 
authorities,  and  carried  to  Atlanta  and  put  in  prison  there.    He  was  tried  there,  and 
the  ostensible  offense  for  which  he  was  arrested  was,  I  think,  the  shooting  of  a  soldier. 
I  think  he  was  charged  with  shooting  one  of  the  garrison  there.    He  was  tried  by  a 
mititary  court  and  was  acquitted :  but  it  was  generally  believed  that  Norris  had  made 
ft  pretext  of  the  charge  against  him  for  shooting  a  soldier,  and  this  arrest  was  really 
because  of  the  difficulty  on  the  part  of  Norris,  who  said  that  Cody  was  of  the  party 
that  shot  him,  thongh  he  was  not  tried  for  that  offense.    He  was  kept  in  prison  there, 
I  think,  for  ifbnr  or  five  weeks. 
QuetHott,  What  is  the  general  character  of  Norris  in  your  community  f 
Answer,  Well,  before  the  war.  Chap  was  a  pretty  good  boot-maker ;  he  lived  in  the 
town,  and  made  shoes  for  the  people.    I  remember  that  on  one  occasion  there  was  a 
case  in  court,  in  which  he  was  a  material  witness,  and  his  credibility  was  attacked 
And  successfully  attacked  by  the  leading  citizens  there,  who  swore  that  they  would 
not  believe  him  on  his  oath.    He  has  never  been  a  man  of  any  standing  or  respecta- 
bility there  whatever. 
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Question.  Was  lie  BQCCessfally  impeached  as  a  man  not  to  be  believed  on  oath,  even 
before  the  war  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  this  case  occarred  before  the  war,  or  perhaps  about  the  beginDiog 
of  the  war— no,  I  think  it  was  as  far  back  ns  1858  or  1859.  He  has  been  coQHiderea 
rather  a  worthless  sort  of  character  a]>out  town. 

Question,  Is  that  his  general  character  now  f 

Answer,  O,  yes. 

Ouestion.  That  he  is  a  man  not  worthy  of  belief  on  his  oath  ? 

Answer  I  do  not  think  you  would  find  a  dozen  men  in  his  county  who  would  say 
they  would  believe  him  on  his  oath.  I  do  not  say  that  because  of  the  fact  that  he 
belongs  to  the  republican  party ;  I  think  that  was  the  case  before  the  war. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  history  of  a  note  that  Norris  holds,  signed 
by  Swayne,  Hill,  and  others'? 

Answer,  Swain,  Ivey,  and  Hill  are  the  three  parties  who  signed  the  note.  I  know 
.this ;  some  time  subsequent  to  the  killing  of  Darden,  and  the  killing  of  Adkina,  State 
senator  from  that  county,  Chap  Norris  went  down  to  Warrei»on  with  u  squad  of 
militia — I  think  a  whole  company — for  the  puri)ose  of  making^  the  arrest  of  parties 
whom  he  charged  with  killing  Darden,  the  parties  he  charged  with  killing  Adkins, 
and  the  parties  he  charged  with  shooting  himself.  The  Codys  had  been  carried  to 
Atlanta  and  kept  in  confinement  there  a  long  time,  and  had  to  pay  very  heavy 
lijiwyers*  fees  to  get  out.  These  parties,  llill,  Ivcy,  and  Swain,  and  a  number  of  pthers, 
were  those  he  designated  he  was  going  to  arrest.  He  intimated  to  them  or  told  them, 
I  don't  know  which,  that  for  a  certain  sum  they  would  not  be  prosecuted.  Some  of 
their  friends  came  to  Augusta  to  consult  with  me  as  to  the  propriety  of  buying  Norris 
off.    1  advised  positively  against  it,  because  I  thought  I  knew  Norris  was  a  man  who  was 

Eowerless,  that  be  would  do  them  no  harm,  for  no  one  would  believe  him«    But  they 
ecame  afraid  that  he  had  at  least  the  power  to  arrest  them,  and  would  take  them  to 
Atlanta  and  put  them  in  the  sweat-boxes,  and  tbey  coBcloded  to  buy  his  peace,  and 
gave  him  that  note  in  consideration  that  they  were  not  to  be  arrested. 
^  Question,  Did  those  men  themselves  who  gave  von  that  note  consult  yon  about  it  f 

Ansioer,  No,  sir;  I  think  it  was  a  mutual  friend  of  these  men  who  came  down  to  see 
me.  I  think  I  saw  Mr.  Ivey  subsequently — I  am  sure  I  did— and  I  gave  him  a  pretty 
severe  rasping  for  havmg  gone  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  friends  in  the  matter. 
This  was  the  excuse  they  gave  for  it. 

Qmstidn,  You  think  the  men  who  gave  the  note  were  the  parties  he  was  about  to 
arrest?  # 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  ho  had  designated  them  and  some  two  or  three  othere,  as  those  he 
was  going  to  arrest,  and  this  note  was  given  to  avoid  the  arrest.  They  regarded  the 
arrest  as  being  in.  itself  a  very  severe  punishment — the  being  taken  off  by  the  military 
and  carried  away  from  their  families,  and  put  in  cells  at  Atlanta. 

Question,  ^Ir.  Norris  was  very  emphatic  before  us  in  sayiog  he  had  no  reiison  to  sup- 
pose that  any  of  the  three  men  on  that  live-thousand  dollar  note  given  to  him  were 
in  any  way  implicated  in  those  transactions.  You  think  he  did  certainly  threaten 
them  with  arrest? 

Anstcer,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  they  should  have  given  the  note,  except  for  that. 
They  sent  to  me  in  Augusta,  and  consulted  with  other  friends  as  to  what  course  they 
should  pursue,  whether  they  should  give  the  note  to  Norris  and  avoid  being  arrested. 
I  have  no  hesitatiou  in  saying  that  the  note  was  given  for  that  purpose. 

Question,  I  wish  you  would  give  us  also,  so  far  as  you  know  them,  the  facts  in  the 
Adkin's  case,  and  the  date  of  that  case  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  be  precise  as  to  dates.  It  was  long  subsequent  to  the  killing  of 
Darden,  and  if  I  mistake  not,  it  was  in  1869,  the  early  part  of  the  year.  I  saw  Air. 
Adkins  the  day  before  he  was  killed  ;  he  was  on  his  way  from  Washington,  where  he 
said  he  had  been,  and  was  then  returning  home.  From  the  best  information  I  can  get 
in  regai-d  to  the  killing  of  Adkins,  I  think  he  was  killed  by  the  relatives  of  a  young 
lady  to  whom  he  had  offered  a  gioss  insult.  I  was  at  the  Columbia  court  in  March, 
1869, 1  think,  just  preceding  the  killing  of  Adkins.  Adkins  lived  on  the  line  of  Co- 
lumbia and  Warren.  While  at  the  Columbia  court  a  letter  was  submitted  to  me,  in 
the  handwriting  of  Adkins,  addressed  to  a  reputable  and  respectable  woman  in  the 
county  of  Columbia,  immediately  upon  the  line.  It  was  submitted  to  me  by  the  friends 
of  the* lady,  who  were  very  much  incensed  at  it,  and  who  were  disposed  to  take  per- 
sonal vengeance  on  him.    I  advised  against  that  course. 

Question.  Was  that  letter  oue  making  dishonorable  proposals? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  and  it  made  reference  to  dishonorable  intercourse  between  them 
previously.  She  had  been  staying  at  his  house,  so  th*^  letter  stated,  and  that  I  believe 
was  the  fact;  she  had  been  on  a  visit  to  his  wife  and  daughter.-  He  made  some  vagoe 
allusions  iu  the  letter  to  something  that  had  transpired  between  them  while  she  wai 
at  his  house,  and  insisted  upon  illic*!^  intercourse  with  her. 

Question.  That  letter  came  into  the  possession  of  her  friends  ?       (^  c\r 

Ansujer.  O,  yes,  sir;  a  distant  relative  of  hers  submitted  it  to  cifej^cftyu  think  it  wat 
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shown  to  several  other  gentlemen,  leading  members  of  the  bar  there,  and  their  advice 
-was  taken  ;  and  all  concarred  in  giving  the  same  advice  that  I  did,  at  least  I  know 
two  gentlemen  did,  that  they  onght  not  tt)  notice  it.  It  was  but  a  short  time  after 
thnt,  I  think  the  firsi  time  he  was  seen  there,  that  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Ho  was  believed  to  be  killed  on  that  account,  by  the  friends  of  this  young 
latlyt 

AnBxver,  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  two  of  them  who  were  suspected,  have  both  been  killed 
since,  have  met  violent  deaths.  They  were  worthless,  desperate  men,  bad  men  in  the 
community. 

^ueslion-  There  was  no  politics  in  that  case  t 

Ansxctr,  H  there  was  any  politics,  it  was  this :  Mr.  Adkins  was  verj'  odious  to  them 
there,  on  account  of  his  amliation  with  the  negroes;  his  social  equality  with  the 
negroes.  Perhaps  that  may  have  influenced  these  parties  to  take  the  law  into  their 
own  hands,  knowing  that  he  was  under  the  ban  of  good  society  there;  to  that  extent 
politics  was  in  it,  but  not  further.  Doubtless  it  is  true  that  if  he  had  been  a  man  of 
high  position  in  society  there,  considered  a  reputable  man,  they  would  not  have  killed 
him. 

QucsHtm,  Was  there  ever  a  time  in  Georgia  when  the  brothers  and  friends  of  a  respect- 
able girl,  who  had  received  a  letter  of  that  sort,  would  not  have  killed  the  writer  of  it ; 
at  least,  in  the  majority  of  cases  t 

Answm',  Yea,  sir ;  I  think  that  is  true  of  the  people  of  the  South.  They  are  very  jeal- 
ons  in  their  protection  of  the  character  of  their  female  relatives. 

Question.  And  whatever  other  causes  may  have  led  to  his  death,  that  cause  at  any 
time  would  have  been  considered  a  sufficient  excuse  by  a  large  portion  of  your  people 
there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Will  you  now  tell  us  whether,  in  your  practice  in  the  courts,  any  unjust  or 
improper  discriminations  were  made  against  negroes,  because  of  their  race,  color,  and 
previous  condition ;  or  whether  Ihey  get  fair  justice  when  they  are  tried  before  youi 
judicial  tribunals  f    Give  us  any  facts  you  may,  as  a  lawyer,  know  on  this  subject. 

Ansfter.  Well,  sir ;  I  have  thought  and  still  think,  that  there  has  been  a  mawkish 
seosibiKty  on  the  part  jof  your  people,  down  there,  in  asserting  the  rights  of  the  negro; 
they  have  gone  further,  in  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  negro,  in  a  number  of  cases, 
thart  I  think  they  were  justified  in  doing.  They  seem  to  have  been  afraid  that  they 
would  not  do  the  negro  justice,  and  they  have  leaned  over  the  other  way.  I  have 
noticed  this  in  their  trials  in  civil  cases,  in  cases  between  them  and  whites ;  also,  in 
prosecutions  of  petty  offences,  in  which  the  juries  have  invariably,  whenever  they 
could  get  any  evidence  at  all  to  acquit,  acquitted  them.  I  know  that  it  has  been 
charged  that  a  white  man  cannot  be  punished  in  that  State,  and  in  that  district,  for  the 
killing  of  a  negro.  I  know  that  is  false.  I  know  of  two  white  men  who  very  recently 
have  been  convicted  of  the  killing  of  negroes;  one  I  prosecuted  myself,  and  he  was 
convicted  of  manslaughter.  There  had  been  a  true  bill  for  murdei',  but  the  evidence 
did  not  show  a  case  ot  murder,  and  the  verdict  was  for  manslaughter.  Although  I  pros- 
ecuted the  case,  I  thought  that  that  verdict  was  sustained  by  the  evidence,  that  he  was 
prilty  of  manslaughter.  The  judge  of  the  circuit  gave  him  the  extreme  penalty  of  the 
law,  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary.  The  other  was  an  indictment  for  murder  also ; 
the  evidence  showed  it  to  be  a  case  of  murder.  There  were  some  palliating  circum- 
stances, but  the  jury  found  him  guilty  of  murder,  and  he  is  sentenced  to  be  hung  on 
the  first  day  of  September.  And  let  me  state  that  while  these  trials  were  going  on 
there,  in  that  very  county  of  Washington,  where  ^hese  two  men  were  indicted,  tried, 
and  f^nvicted,  one  for  murder  and  oue  for  manslaughter,  twelve  white  citizens  of  that 
county  were  arrested,  charged  with  an  assault  and  battery  on  a  negro,  carried  to  Savan- 
nah, one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  away,  under  the  Ku-Klux  law  ;  and  they  were  kept 
down  there  in  the  military  barracks  or  prison  for  several  days,  tried  before  the  United 
States  comroi  sioner.  General  Swayue,  and  a  carx>et-  bagger  ot  the  name  of  Lee,  and  after 
full  investigation,  those  twelve  white  men  were  acquitted. 

QnesHon.  They  were  taken  from  the  county  of  Washington  f 

Answer.  They  were  taken  from  the  county  of  Washington,  were  the  assault  and  bat- 
tery was  alleged  to  have  been  committed.  They  were  tried  the  very  same  week  that 
%hc^  cases  ot  murder  were  tried  in  the  State  courts. 

Question.  Was  there  any  reason  why  they  could  not  have  been  tried  at  home,  and 
punished,  if  found  guilty  7 

Answer.  None  whatever ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  they  had  been  tried  in  Wash- 
ington, and  there  had  been  sufficient  evidence  to  convict  them,  they  would  have  been 
convicted.  I  know  of  another  case  in  that  county,  and  that  is  a  county  in  which  it  is 
T«>^ported  there  have  been  a  number  of  Ku-Klux  cases.  We  could  hear  of  them  only 
thiough  the  newspapers.  I  remember  a  remarkable  instance  there :  There  was  a  young 
m^  of  the  name  of  Flournoy,  a  very  worthy  young  man,  very  much  beloved,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature,  and  one  of  the  few  in  the  legislature  of  1868  who  came  out  with- 
ottt  the  smell  of  fire  on  his  garments ;  he  was  considered  an  honest  man,  although  he 
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had  been  in  the  Georgia  legislatnre  of  1868.  A  negro  was  indicted  for  an  assaalt  ^ 
intent  to  murder ;  young  Flournoy  was  the  lawyer  who  defended  him ;  the  negro  ^ 
acqnittcd,  and  Flournoy  took  the  negro  on  his  plantation,  two  miles  from  the  village, 
to  work  out  for  him  his  fee,  as  the  negro  had  expressed  some  gratitude  for  his  ser^ ' 
He  was  tri^  iu  March,  and  in  June  be  shot  Mr.  Flournoy.  The  people  were  very  i 
outraged,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  populace  were  prevented  from 
lynching  him  on  the  spot ;  but  the  leading  people  prevented  it,  and  he  was  put  in  jail 
and  took  his  trial.  The  evidence  did  not  show  a  case  of  murder,  and  he  was  convicted 
of  manslaughter.  I  know  of  another  case,  a  case  which  occurred  in  Burke  County :  A 
negro  was  charged  with  the  killing  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Adkins  Lewis,  a" very 
respectable  and  worthy  gentleman.  Mr.  Lewis  was  most  brutally  murdered  in  a  field. 
The  evidence  showed  that  the  uegro  had  procured  a  long,  eleven-inch  saw-file  the  even- 
ing before,  had  taken  it  to  a  grindstone  and  ground  off  both  edges  of  it,  making  a  dag- 
ger of  it,  and  had  put  a  handle  to  it ;  that  he  carried  it  into  the  field  with  him  the  next 
morning;  and  that  when  Mr.  Lewis  came  into  the  field,  he  attacked  him  and  cut  htm 
in  twenty-three  difierent  places  with  that  murderous  weapon.  Ttfere  were  two  colort»d 
men  indicted  for  that  offense.  The  negro  who  was  charged  with  actually  committing 
the  murder  was  convicted :  the  negro  who  was  charged  with  being  guilty  in  the  second 
degree,  with  having  helped  to  sharpen  the  knife,  and  who  was  present  when  tho  act  waa 
committed,  waa  defended  by  myself,  and  acquitted.  The  weight  of  the  evidence  rather 
6howe<l  that  he  was  not  a  participant  in  the  crime,  and  he  was  acquitted.  I  conld  go 
on  and  give  a  number  of  just  such  cases  as  that,  which  have  occurred  in  my  praotiee 
there,  to  show  you  that,  so  far  as  that  portion  of  the  State  is  concerned  where  my 
practice  extends,  the  ue^ro  is  just  as  fully  protected  by  the  laws  as  a  white  man— joat 
as  fully,  and,  indeed,  a  little  more  so. 

Question,  Have  you  had  changes  made  in  your  law  reducing  the  grade  of  offensea  T 

Ansiter.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  ought  to  have  spoken  of  that. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  effect  of  that  upon  your  people  T 

Aimcer,  Since  the  war,  all  our  grades  of  larceny,  and  there  are  several  hundred  spe- 
cies of  larceny,  have  been  reduced  from  felony  to  misdemeanor,  and  the  punishment 
to  a  fine  or  imprisoument,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  Before  the  war  all 
these  cases  of  larceny  were  punishable  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary,  but  our 
people  thought  we  could  not  build  a  penitentiary  large  enough  to  hold  all  these  offend- 
ers against  the  law.  1  suppose  that  was  one  reason  why  they  reduced  the  punish- 
ment. All  of  the  grades  of  arson  and  burglary,  except  burglary  and  arson  in  the 
nighi-tinie,  have  been  reduced.  One  of  the  grades  of  rape,  *'  attempt  to  commit  rape,^ 
has  been  reduced.  For  several  hundred  offenses  in  our  State  the  grade  baa  been  re- 
duced from  felony  to  miedemeauor,  and  the  punishment  from  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary  to  fine  or  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail,  either  or  both,  in  the  discretion 
of  the  judge. 

QH&ttion,  That  you  think  was  done  principally  to  prevent  the  severer  punishment 
falling  upon  the  negro  race  particularly  f 

Atmcer,  I  think  the  motives  that  influenced  the  legislature  were  that  the  negro  bad 
just  be43n  emancipated,  that  during  the  existence  of  slavery  these  little  thefts  and 
larcenies  were  punished  by  their  owners,  and  that  the  negroes  were  perhaps  not  aware 
of  the  enormity  of  those  offenses  under  the  law.  It  was  therefore  in  tender  oonsider- 
ation  of  the  negro  himself  that  these  offenses  were  mitigated. 

Question.  Is  it  a  fact  that  in  negro  communities  you  have  a  great  deal  of  that  sort  of 
stealing? 

Anttwer,  Yes,  sir;  chfcken  stealing;  hog  stealing;  cow  stealing,  the  stealing  of 
clothes  and  uione.v — stealing  of  all  sorts.  There  is  no  end  to  the  variety  of  larcenies 
committed.  Previous  to  emancipation  all  these  petty  larcenies  were  pnuished  by  the 
owner  of  the  slaves  and  never  referred  to  the  courts.  * 

Question.  There  was  also  a  great  deal  of  pilfering  in  slavery  times? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  think  that  since  the  war  there  has  been  more  of  it  than 
before.  We  hear  more  of  it  in  the  courts,  because,  as  I  have  just  state<l,  before  the  war  tbe 
coun«  did  not  take  cognizance  of  those  things.  I  thin'k  the  negroes,  aa  a  class,  hare 
been  behaving  remarkably  well,  and  are  still  behaving  remarkably  well.  There  are  a 
few  turbulent  characters,  particularly  about  cities  and  large  towns,  that  are  bad  men, 
but  there  are  bad  white  men,  too.  But,  as  a  class,  the  negroes  have  behaved  remark- 
ably well,  in  my  opinion. 

Question.  As  a  general  rule,  how  have  your  white  people  treated  the  negroes  in  yoar 
region  of  Georgia ;  what  has  been  their  general  treatment  of  them  t 

Answer,  The  treatment  of  the  negro  has  been  improving.  Just  after  the  close  of  tiM 
war  the  white  people  were  very  much  initated,  and  I  think  there  was  a  very  general 
disposition,  not  perhaps  a  general  disposition,  but  a  disposition  among  the  people  to 
rather  overreach  the  negroes  in  making  trades  with  them,  and  for  labor.  That  was 
attempted  principally  by  selling  them  goods  and  supplies  at  enormous  prices.  TJN^t 
has  beeu  done  away  with  generally  ;  but,  in  regard  to  labor  and  money  tramniotiona 
with  them,  I  occasionally  near  of  an  isolated  case  here  and  there,  but  it  amounts  to 

^Ue  or  nothing  in  the  aggregate.    The  negroes  seem  to  be  contented ;  more  contented 
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Doir  tban  I  haye  ever  known  them.    Tfiere  is  a  better  condition  of  feeling  between  the 
lacee  there  now  than  there  has  been  before,  since  the  war. 

Quesiion,  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  negroes  being  obliged  to  go  to  the  towns 
and  Tillages  for  protection  from  the  people  in  the  more  sparsely  settled  portions  of  the 
oonntry.    Do  you  need  their  labor  in  the  country  t 

Answer.  Yes;  we  have  no  other  labor  than  theirs.  Instead  of  running  off  the  labor, 
it  is  the  interest  of  the  planters  and  of  the  men  in  the  country  to  keep  the  labor  there 
and  make  it  contented.  And  they  endeavor  to  do  so.  Tjjey  put  up  school-houses,  fur- 
nish them  with  their  little  supplies  at  moderate  prices^cive  them  stock,  a  cow  and 
oalf,  for  instance ;  let  them  raise  pisrs  and  poultry,  and  send  what  they  raise  to  market 
for  them.  They  encourage  them  all  they  can  to  stay  on  the  plantation  and  work  their 
crops.  Bat  there  is  a  class  of  restless  negroes  who  run  into  the  towns  and  try  to  live 
withocit  work.  Their  idea  is  that  they  can  live  there,  set  up  a  little  trading  place,  or 
thieve  and  get  something,  or  do  something  else.  Two  years  ago  there  was  a  consider- 
able number  of  negroes  who  had  gathered  about  the  larger  towns ;  I  know  that  in  the 
town  where  I  lived  there  were  a  great  many  of  them ;  but  that  is  not  the  case  so  umch 
now.  The  tendency  this  year  has  been  for  the  negroes  in  the  towns  to  go  into  the 
country. 

Question,  The  class  of  negroes  who  flock  to  the  towns  frequently  give  excuses  of  one 
BCfft  and  another ;  say  they  are  afraid  of  the  Eu-Klux  or  something  else  t  ^ 

Answer,  Yee,  sir ;  they  were  applied  to  frequently  by  gentlemen  who  wanted  their 
labor  in  the  country,  and  they  stated  they  were  afraid  to  go,  while  the  truth  was  that 
they  preferred  to  live  in  town,  and  live  by  stealing  and  marauding. 

Question.  And  by  trading? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Trading  generally  with  country  negroes  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  tnere  are  but  a  few  of  them  there  now  doing  that. 

Question.  It  was  regarded  by  your  people  that  many  of  these  excuses  made  by  them 
were  lying  pretexts  t 

Answer.  I  am  surelhere  could  have  been  no  reason  for  their  coming  into  town  other 
tban  I  have  given  ^^know  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  planters  to  keep  them  in  the 
country ;  ana  I  kno^^hey  made  efforts  to  keep  them  there ;  ottered  inducements  to 
them  to  remain  there^ 

Question.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  Ku-Klux  organizations  being  got  up  to 
control  the  negro  vote,  to  make  them  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  I  want  to  know 
something  about  the  voting  there  by  the  races ;  whether  there  has  been  any  inter- 
ference ot  that  sort  ynth  the  negroes.  By  the  way,  just  there  state  whether  democratic 
negroes  have  been  free  to  vote. 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  whites  to  intimidate  the 
negroes.  I  know,  from  personal  observation,  that  negroes  were  intimidated^  by  their 
own  race  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket ;  I  know  that  was  markedly  tlie  case  at 
the  last  election.  I  witnessed  it,  where  negroes  were  threatened  with  the  severest 
pnnishment  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket ;  the^  were  set  upon  by  their  own  race 
whenever  suspected  of  having  voted  the  democratic  ballot.  In  the  town  in  which  I 
hve  the  election  managers  who  were  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  were  of  the  re- 
publican party,  had  a  ballot-box  for  the  negroes,  and  one  for  the  whites.  A  n^gro 
could  not  vote  at  the  colored  box,  as  they  cafl  it,  if  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket ; 
it  would  have  been  worth  his  life  to  have  made  the  attempt.  The  only  way  in  which 
they  could  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  was  by  being  smuggled  in  among  the  white 
people  and  allowed  to  vote  at  the  white  box,  and  protected  ny  the  whites  while  going 
ID  and  coming  ont  from  the  place  of  voting.  As  a  matter  of  course  the  negroes  do  not 
understand  this  election  business ',  when  they  first  went  into  the  election,  they  had  an 
idea  that  by  voting  they  would  get  something;  it  was  an  indefinite  idea  in  their  minds, 
I  presume,  but  they  thought  that  they  would  be  benefited  by  this  thing  of  voting. 
They  wei-e  very  jealous  of  their  rights  to  vote,  so  much  so  that  they  armed  themselves, 
and  went  armed  to  the  polls.  At  the  last  election,  in  a  coonty  adjoining  the  one  in 
^hich  I  live,  in  Columbia  County,  a  crowd  of  about  three  hundred  negroes  armed 
themselves  with  pistols  and  shot  guns,  and  Joe  Brown  pikes,  and  had  tueir  regular 
ojQkers,  and  marched  down  to  the  place  of  voting  with  a  thorough  military  organiza- 
tion ;  I  do  not  think  the  negroes  knew  any  better.  However,  they  were  met  at  the 
outskirts  of  the  village,  and  talked  to  by  9ome  of  the  leading  citizens,  and  they  stacked 
their  arms  there  ana  dispersed,  and  there  was  no  difficulty.  The  whites  determined 
they  should  not  ccme  into  town  with  guns  in  their  hands. 

(Question.  What  do  you  call  a  Joe  Brown  piket 

Answer.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  people  of  the  State  were  scarce  of  arms. 
Joe  Brown,  in  his  zeiu  to  arm  the  State  troops,  had  the  penitentiary  convicts  and  otlier 
persons  engaged  in  making  pikes  with  which  to  arm  the  confederate  soldiers.  Thes^ 
pikes  were  about  six  or  seven  feet  long,  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches  thick,  made 
pf  ash,  hickory,  or  some  tough  wood,  and  mounted  on  the  end  with  a  piece  of  steel  or 
inm  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  inches  long,  somewhat  in  the  shape  of  a  pruning-hook. 
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Tbonsands  of  those  pikes  were  made ;  some  of  them  got  oat  after  the  war,  and  were 
distributed  among  the  people.  I  have  Bume  of  them  iu  my  ofilco  now;  as  relics  of  Joo 
Brown's  eagerness  to  get  into  the  fray. 

Question.  When  these  negroes  were  first  given  the  right  to  vote,  what  class  of  men 
took  possession  of  them  t 

AtiHwer.  They  were  taken  possession  of  by  a  class  of  men  who  went  down  there  con- 
nected,in  some  way  with  the  Freedmeu's  Burean;  they  swarmed  all  over  the  country. 
The  white  people  were  sore,  intensely  sore,  at  the  resnlts  of  the  war,  ut  losing  their 
slaves,  and  they  shrank  hack  and  hau  nothing  to  say  to  the  negroes.  That  course  of 
conduct  on  their  part  enabled  these  men  to  go  on  and  obtain  the  confidence  of  the 
negroes ;  they  maae  the  negroes  believe  that  unless  they  banded  themselves  together 
and  btood  up  for  their  rights,  the  white  people  would  put  them  back  into  slavery.  But 
the  reign  ot  that  class  ot  people  in  our  State  is  over — past  and  gone.  These  men  came 
there  and  fastened  themselves  upon  every  community,  and  when  the  election  for  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  came  on  they  were  themselves  elected.  1  can  give  yon  an 
instance  light  there,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  where  I  live,  of  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Captain  Richardson,  who  went  down  there  iu  the  Bureau.  He  lived  in  Augusta,  and 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  the  county  of  Hancock,  way  np  in  the 
interior  of  the  St-ate:  he  perhaps  never  was  in  that  county  in  his  life.  There  was  a 
man  by  the  name  of  J.  Mason  Rice,  who  came  out  in  tlie  Bureau,  and  lived  in  Augusta; 
he  was  elected  a  representative  of  tbe  county  of  Columbia.  A  man  of  the  name  of 
Sherman  came  down  there,  not  in  the  Bureau,  but  as  a  developer.  He  bought  a  piece 
of  laud  near  Augusta,  and  worked  it  for  a  while,  and  then  had  to  give  it  up.  He  ran 
for  the  place  of  senator  in  tlie  district  composed  of  Wilkes,  Jackson,  and  Columbia. 
Wilkes  is  the  county  in  which  Toombs  lives.  This  man  ran  for  senator,  and  was  elected 
there.  There  was  Rice,  elected  as  a  member  from  Columbia  County,  and  never  waa  in 
it;  Richardson  was  elected  as  a  member  from  Hancock  County,  and  he  never  waa  in 
that  county ;  and  Sherman  'was  elected  as  senator  from  Wilkes,  Lincoln,  and  Columbia 
Counties,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  ho  has  never  been  in  either  one  of  them.  A  mau  by 
the  name  of  Chiibom,  a  Baltimore  negro,  came  down  to  Augusta  with  the  Bureau,  and 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  Burke  County.  He  servfd  until  a  few 
months  before  the  close  of  the  legislature,  when  he  was  killed  by  a  negro  in  the  capital. 

Queaii&n,  Does  your  law  require  the  representative  to  live  in  the  county  he  claims  to 
represent  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  but  the  republicans  had  a  majority  there,  and  they  permitted  any 
one  to  take  bis  seat  who  had  tne  returns;  and  when  they  really  did  not  get  a  minority 
of  the  votes,  Mr.  Hurl  hurt,  who  was  the  head  man  of  the  registration,  fixed  up  the 
votes,  cooked  them  up  for  them,  and  they  were  admitted.  We  were  entirely  powerless 
there. 

Question,  That  class  of  men  control  the  votes  of  the  colored  x)eople  t 

Answer.  Implicitly. 

Question,  Was  any  such  thing  as  promii<es  of  land  and  other  property  ever  made  to 
the  negro  f  v 

Ansioer,  The  negroes  said  so.    Up  to  the  latter  part  of  1868  the  negroes  believed  that  ] 
by  voting  they  were  going  to  get  a  division  of  the  land  and  stock  of  the  country. 
These  carpet-baggers  would  go  down  there  and  actually  sell  stakes  to  them.    That  is  j 
almost   too  impiobable  for  belief;  but  these  rascals  would  go  down  there  and  boII' 
painted  stakes  to  these  negroes,  and  tell  them  that  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  put  down 
I  the  stakes  on  their  owners^  farms,  and  forty  acres  of  land  would  be  theirs  after  electioiL. 
'^  You  could  see  them  all  over  the  country.    The  negroes  said  they  gave  a  dollar  apiece 
t  for   those  stakes.    They  were  very  ignorant,  or  they  would  not  have  believed  such 
i\  things ;  bnt  they  did  believe  it,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  implicitly. 

Question.  That  belief  has  passed  away  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  scepter  has  departed  from  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  colored  people  understand  this  thing  now ;  the  negroes  and  tbe 
whites  are  in  thorough  understanding  with  each  other.  The  negroes  vote  now  with 
their  old  owners ;  they  did  so  at  the  last  election.  Their  owners  would  fix  up  their 
teams  and  wagons,  haul  them  to  the  place  of  election,  and  supply  them  with  tickets  to 
vote.    The  negroes  are  now  tired  of  t^e  carpet-baggers. 

Question.  In  your  region  of  country  were  there  any  riots  or  disturbances  at  the  last 
election  which  prevented  free  voting  to  any  extent  I 

Answer.  I  heard  of  but  one  in  the  State.  I  believe  there  was  some  difficulty  ia 
Savannah,  but  of  that  I  am  not  certain.  In  Columbia  Countv,  the  county  of  wliicb  I 
have  been  speaking,  when  those  two  or  three  hundred  armed  negroes  went  np  tliere, 
; there  bad  been  Just  previous  a  little  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  managers  of  the  electioa. 
Mr.  Akerman  went  down  there  and  fixed  up  the  election  bill  for  us.  Under  the  <dd 
!law8  of  the  State  elections  were  held  at  the  county  faeat  of  each  county,  and  at  tb^ 
•diflferent  precincts  in  the  connty ;  from  three  to  six  precincts  in  each  county.  Uudar 
the  new  law  all  voting  was  required  to  be  done  at  the  county  seats,  and  instead  of  one 
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day  for  Toting  we  bad  three  days  for  voting.  The  managers  of  the  election  were 
select^  by  the  governor,  three  of  them,  and  two  managers  were  selected  by  the  ordi- 
naries of  each  county.  The  organization  of  each  county  was  generally  in  the  hands  of 
the  persons,  as  I  have  Jast  stated,  who  were  elected  in  1868,  and  were  republicans. 
The  ordinaries  had  the  appointment  of  two  managers  of  elections,  and  the  governor  had 
the  appointment  of  three.  The  managers  thus  appointed  had  to  be  cuntirmed  by  the 
senate;  and  wherever  the  ordinaries  nominated  democrats  they  were  not  confirmed. 
I  remember  that  in  the  county  where  1  live  the  ordinary  appointed  one  republican  and 
one  democrat.  There  had  been  three  republicans  appointed  by  the  governor.  The 
senate  refused  to  confirm  the  democrat  appointed  by  tne  ordinary,  but  ^confirmed  the 
repnblican.  In  Columbia  County  both  the  api>ointees  of  the  ordinary  were  democrats, 
and  the  senate  refused  to  confirm  them.  It  was  generally  the  case  that  where  the 
ordinary  appointed  democrats  there  was  no  confirmation,  which  left  the  ballot  entirely 
in  the  control  of  the  three  men  appointed  by  the  governor.  In  Columbia  County  he 
appointed  three  managers ;  one  was  a  gentleman  well  known  there,  raised  in  the 
county,  a  very  clever  man,  a  republican,  and  a  man  who  had  beeu  in  the  tax  assessor's 
office,  in  some  way.  Another  was  a  white  man  of  whom  nobody  had  heard  before.  He 
was  a  carpet-bagger  whom  they  had  brought  in  there  from  some  place,  and  he  has  not 
been  seen  there  since.  The  other  was  a  negro,  named  Robert  E.  Lee.  Now,  nobody 
had  heard  of  a  negro  named  Robert  E.  Lee,  but  they  found  a  man  named  Robert  Lee. 
Quettum,  A  colored  man  f 

Afuwer.  Yes,  sir;  and  rather  than  have  the  election  defeated,  (the  law  required  that 
a  majority  of  the  managers  should  conduct  the  elections,)  they  persuaded  this  negro 
man  to  qualify.  After  the  election  had  been  going  on  for  some  time,  another  colored 
man  was  brought  up  by  Sherman,  whom  I  have  spoken  of,  and  he  insisted  that  he  was 
the  man  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  governor.  There  was  no  riot  there,  but  it 
was  while  that  disturbance  was  going  on,  as  to  which  was  the  Robert  Lee  appointed 
by  the  governor,  that  this  crowd  of  arm^  negroes  came  up ;  but  there  were  no  blows 
stmck.  The  white  men  went  out  there  and  told  the  negroes  what  wrong  they  were 
doing,  and  they  put  down  their  arms  and  left  them  there. 

Qu€8H<m,  I  have  a  little  curiosity  to  know  which  Robert  Lee  held  the  election  t 
Jnswer,  The  county  fellow  stuck  to  the  place ;  he  had  been  sworn  in,  and  he  kept 
the  other  fellow  out. 

Question.  Were  you,  in  your  business,  in  fireqaent  communication  with  Atlanta T 
Aiwwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  serious  wrongs  being  done  at  the  polls  there,  of  a 
large  number  of  persons  being  excluded  from  voting  there,  at  Atlanta  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  believe  on  the  first  day,  perhaps,  there  was  some  collision  between 
individuals  outside  of  the  polling  places,  in  the  town ;  but  nothing  more  than  there 
always  is  in  the  South  at  elections.  I  believe  there  was  a  difficulty  in  Savannah,  but 
the  particulars  of  that  I  have  forgotten.  I  think  that  is  the  only  place  where  there 
was  any  serious  difficulty,  that  I  remember. 

QnestUm.  Mr.  RockafeLlow  was  here  yesterday  and  stated  a  great  deal  about  serious 
troubles  at  Atlanta,  where  he  was,  and  said  that  four  or  five  hundred  men  were  not 
allowed  to  vote.    I  mention  that  name  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  f 

Answer.  Well,  this  Rockafellow  is  a  stranger  there;  he  is  a  carpet-bagger,  and  has 
been  down  there  but  a  little  while.  He  first  went  to  Savannah,  and  I  think  aspired  to 
a  place  in  the  custom  house  there ;  he  maneuvered  there  a  while,  but  did  not  get  it. 
He  went  to  Macon  and  tried  to  get  into  office  there,  and  failed ;  and  then  he  went  on 
to  Atlanta,  and  has  made  a  dead  set  to  get  Mr.  Dunning,  the  postmaster  there,  out  of 
ofiSce.  That  man  Rockafellow  was  denounced  three  or  ionr^months  ago  by  the  Atlanta 
Era,  the  leading  republican  paper  in  the  St<ate,  in  the  most  unmeasured  terms. 

Question.  Did  not  the  Atlanta  Era,  the  republican  paper  there,  in  a  number  of  its 
issues,  denounce  him  as  a  man  wholly  unworthy  of  a  position  of  any  sort  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.    I  take  the  Era,  but  I  did  not  think  him  worthy  of 
notice,  and  was  surprised  that  the  Era  should  waste  its  time  upon  such  a  character. 
Question.  It  did  keep  up  a  fire  upon  him  f 
Answer.  It  did,  sharply,  for  some  time. 
Question.  Tlie  Era  is  an  acknowledged  republican  paper  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  organ  of  Governor  BuUock,  and  published  at  the  capital  of  the 
State. 

Question.  Rockafellow  failed  to  get  the  postmaster  removed  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  now  claims  to  have  a  mail  agency  promised  him  fh>m  Washington, 
by  the  way  of  Chattanooga  aud  New  Orleans  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

QuesHon.  Do  you  believe  he  would  be  a  good  man  to  get  up  Kn-Klnx  outrages  along 
that  road  if  he  gets  that  position  f 

Answer.  From  what  the  republicans  say  of  him,  I  should  suppose  that  he  would  be  a 
good  man  for  that  purpose. 

18  O 
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Question.  Under  your  election  laws,  as  now  arranged,  would  a  majority  of  the 
appointees  of  the  governor,  and  of  those  appointed  by  the  ordinaries,  subject  to  con- 
firmation by  the  Senate,  and  generally  unconfirmed  unless  they  belong  toi;he  republi- 
can party,  always  be  republicans :  and  would  it  be  x>OBslble  for  the  democrats  to  exer- 
cise any  frauds  in  the  counting  of  votes  or  the  receiving  of  them  f 

Ati9wer,  The  law  authorizes  these  managers  to  take  the  ballot-boxes  home  with 
them  at  night,  for  the  three  nights  they  have  charge  of  them. 

Question,  And  these  managers  are  republicans,  a  majority  of  them  t 

Answer,  They  are  obliged  to  be,  because  the  governor  appoints  three  of  the  five 
managers  of  Uke  county,  and  they  constitute  a  minority.  If  the  ordinaries  should 
appoint  their  mil  number  of  democrats,  and  they  were  confirmed,  there  would  only  be 
two  in  a  county,  leaving  the  appointees  of  the  governor  in  the  majority.  In  the  town 
where  I  live,  with  four  or  five  tnousand  voters,  there  were  four  managers  of  elections 
there,  and  they  were  all  four  republicans. .  The  first  night  they  proposed  that  one  of 
the  republican  managers  should  take  the  ballot-box  home  with  him,  while  another 
repubUcan  manager  put  the  key  in  his  pocket.  The  democrats  said  that  could  not  be 
done.  There  was  no  riot,  but  there  was  a  determination  shown  that  the  ballot  should 
l)e  protected.  Finally,  it  was  agreed  between  the  candidates  on  eifher  side  that  & 
member  from  each  party  should  be  selected  to  sit  up  with  the  box  all  night,  and  that 
was  done.  Each  party  designated  a  man  to  stay  with  the  managers  of  elections,  so 
careful  were  we  that  there  should  be  no  frauds.  We  were  satisfied  that  if  there  was  a 
fair  election  we  could  carry  the  State ;  and  we  were  determined,  if  we  could  prevent 
it,  that  there  should  be  no  ballots  thrown  out.  We  had  nothing  to  gain  by  having 
ballots  thrown  out,  it  was  not  necessary,  as  we  thought,  to  resort  to  frauds,  even  if  we 
had  been  disposed  to  do  it,  because  we  were  confident  that  we  would  carry  the  State. 

Question,  And  you  had  not  the  power  even  if  you  had  been  so  disposed? 

Answer,  No ;  they  had  the  power  themselves. 

QuesUon,  There  have  been  oases  stated  before  us  of  women  as  well  as  men  who  have 
been  whipped.  Have  you  heard  of  any  of  that  class  of  cases,  and,  if  so,  will  you  state 
why  that  is  done  t 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  some. 

Question,  What  is  the  trouble  in  those  cases  t 

Answer,  It  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  the  governor  commenced  a  series  of  pardons; 
and  it  was  generally  believed  that  if  you  tried  a  man  and  convict.ed  him,  let  the  evi- 
dence^be  however  strong,  the  governor  would  pardon  him.  He  has  pardoned  a  number 
of  murderers,  and  a  number  of  persons  who  have  been  convicted  of  manslaughter, 
and  rape,  and  arson,  and  innumerable  cases  of  larceny.  I  remember  an  instance  in 
which  it  is  alleged  that  a  woman  and  a  man  were  whipped.  A  negro  was  living  in 
adultery  with  a  white  woman,  on  the  line  of  Burke  and  Scriven  Counties.  It  waa  an 
open  and  notorious  case  of  adultery ;  it  outraged  the  community  very  much,  and  they 
were  both  arrested  and  prosecuted.  The  neighbors  employed  counsel  to  prosecute  thetn. 
They  gave  me  a  fee,  and  I  prosecuted  them,  and  the  negro  was  tried  and  convicted; 
the  evidence  was  clear.  The  punishment  for  such  a  crime  has  been  reduced  :  he  was 
sentenced  to  thirty  days  imprisonment,  and  to  a  fine  of  $50,  by  a  judge  appointed  by 
Governor  Bullock,  a  republican.  In  less  than  two  weeks  Governor  Bullock  had  par- 
doned him  out,  and  he  was  back  again  living  in  adultery  with  that  woman. 

Question,  Your  people  have  not  yet  quite  got  up  to  the  point  of  admitting  that  mis- 
cegenation is  a  desirable  thing  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  Another  cause  is  this :  Governor  Bullock  has  appointed  a  number  of 
very  inefficient  prosecuting  officers,  and  persons  who  have  really  been  guilty  have 
escaped  through  the  inefflcfency  of  the  prosecuting  officers.  There  was  a  notable  case 
in  Burke  at  the  last  term  of  the  court,  where  a  white  man  was  indicted  for  living  in 
a  state  of  adultery  with  a  negro  woman,  after  abandoning  his  wife.  It  shocked  the 
community,  and  the  grand  Jury  made  a  special  presentment  of  the  case.  By  the  inef- 
ficiency of  the  prosecuting  attorney  both  escaped  punishment.  Since  the  t«rm  of  the 
court,  and  I  believe  about  ten  days  afterward,  somebody  went  to  the  house  and  gave 
them  a  good  thrashing,  and  gave  them  notice  that  they  must  quit  that  sort  of  thing. 

Question,  Generally  where  women  are  interfered  with  in  that  way,  it  grows  out  w 
that  soft  of  intercourse  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  both  parties  are  whipped ;  they  would  whip  white  and'  black  ths 
same.  I  know  a  number  of  cases  in  which  Governor  Bullock  has  pardoned  persons; 
and  that  was  one  of  the  causes  why  these  cases  of  lynch  law  have  occurred ;  that  was 
the  main  cause.  The  governor  had  pardoned  out  so  many  criminals  that  the  people 
felt  that  it  was  no  use  trying  to  convict  a  person  charged  with  crime,  because  he  woold 
be  pa^-doued,  and  they  thought  the  better  plan  was  to  infiict  exemplary  punishment 
themselves.  I  have  no  doubt  that  has  been  the  main  cause  of  that  thing.  The  com- 
munity have- now  set  themselves  against  that  thing,  and  it  is  better.  I  know  a  number 
of  cases  Governor  Bullock  has  pardoned.  He  pardoned  a  man  in  Elbert  County,  » 
man  by  the  name  of  Cody,  who  had  killed  a  man.  His  father  employed  able  counsel, 
Mr.  Toombs,  to  detend  him  thinking  he  would  l^ave  to  be  tried,  ibr  he  had  secreted 
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'Mmeeif  aod  committed  that  murder,  bnt  he  went  np  to  Atlanta  and  saw  Governor 
Bnllock ;  when  he  came  back  he-  stated  to  his  friends  that  he  had  not  made  all  his 
arrangements,  bnt  that  he  was  goinff  back  to  complete  them.  He  acain  went  to  Atlanta, 
and  in  a  few  days  he  came  back  with  a  pardon  frotn  Goyemor  BnUock. 

Question,  Before  trial  t 

Amswer,  Tea,  sir. 

Quesium,  Is  it  supposed  that  money  can  inflnence  the  obtaining  of  pardons f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir.  I  do  not  sav  that  is  so,  but  that  is  the  opmion.  I  will  give  an- 
otiber  case :  a  man  by  the  name  of  Reese  was  tried  by  a  military  commission  in  1865  or 
1866,  just  after  the  close  of  the  war ;  and  there  were  two  others  of  the  name  of  Brown. 
I  was  associated  in  the  defense  of  Reese.  This  occurred  in  Taliaferro  County,  just 
niK)U  the  line  of  Wilkes — no,  it  was  in  Wilkes,  near  the  line.  They  were  brought  to 
Augusta,  and  tried  before  the  military  commission.  I  appeared  for  Reese  in  that  trial 
there.  The  effort  then  made  was  to  get  the  venue  changed,  to  get  the  case  tried  in 
Wilkes,  which  we  succeeded  in  doing.  I  did  not  attend  that  trial,  out  Reese  was  then 
tried,  convicted,  sentenced,  and  pardoned  by  Mr.  President  Johnson.  Not  more  than 
eighteen  months  or  a  year  since  he  killed  a  man  in  Crawiordsville,  Taliaferro  County; 
it  was  a  cold-blooded  murder.  He  was  tried  and  convicted,  sentenced  to  be  bung  on 
the  fourth  day  of  next  month.  He  is  a  bad  man.  He  is  believed  to  belong  to  a  clan 
of  assassins  and  robbers  who  have  infested  that  section  of  the  State,  exteudiug  from 
the  Savannah  River,  opposite  the  Abbeville  district  of  South  Carolina,  across  the 
State  to  the  Cbattahoocliee.  There  have  been  some  murders  committed  there,  and  the 
supposition  is  that  there  are  some  twelve  or  fifteen  wild,  reckless  wretches  in  that  clan. 
The  day  before  I  left  he  received  a  respite  from  the  governor  until  October,  and  he  and 
his  friends  say  that  he  will  be  pardoned.    He  seems  to  be  confident  of  it. 

Qwsatian,  Upon  what  did  they  base  their  calculations  for  getting  a  pardon,  in  yonr 
opinion  f 

Antwer,  They  based  their  opinion  upon  raising  the  amount  necessary  to  get  their 
pardon  through. 

Question.  He  has  succeeded  already  in  getting  a  respit-e? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  it  reached  there  the  day  before  I  left  home. 

Question.  And  he  is  confident  that  if  he  can  raise  the  money  he  will  get  a  pardon  f 

Answer.  That  is  their  confidence ;  they  may  be  mistaken. 

Question,  All  those  things  combined  render  the  people  desperate ;  they  feel  that  jus- 
tice cannot  be  done  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  rapes,  murders,  larcenies,  aggravating  crimes,  and  things 
of  that  kind.  In  one  county,  the  fall  before  last,  there  were  over  fifteen  gin-houses 
burned.  Well,  it  was  a  general  thing ;  it  was  not  confined  to  that  particular  county, 
Houses  would  be  burned,  gin-houses  and  valuable  property  would  be  destroyed,  aud 
people  felt  insecure ;  people  felt  that  they  must,  ana  in  a  number  of  cases  they  did — 
1 3ay  *^  a  number,"  in  several  cases — take  the  law  in  their  own  hands,  just  as  they 
would  have  done  before  the  war,  or  at  any  other  time,  or  as  any  other  people  would 
have  done.  They  felt  this  insecurity  from  the  pardons  of  tlie  governor.  I  remember 
a  case  of  rape,  tried  at  the  last  January  term  of  the  Richmond  superior  court,  in 
which  a  negro  was  charged  with  attempting  to  commit  a  rape  upon  a  white  woman. 
The  evidence  was  very  clear,  and  he  was  convicted ;  but  he  received  from  the  judge 
the  very  lowest  penalty  prescribed  by  the  law. 

Question,  Have  you  had  serious  discontents  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  growing  out  of 
the  management  of  yonr  railroad  affiEurs  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Give  us,  as  briefly  as  you  can,  a  statement  of  that  management. 

Ansioer,  The  people  there  feel  hopeless  in  relation  to  our  public  debt.  The  last  legis- 
lature and  Governor  Bullock  have  involved  them  in  such  a  heavy  debt,  that  it  will  be 
impossible  for  the  people  ever  to  pay  it.  Our  taxes  have  not  been  materially  increased, 
and  perhaps  we  are  in  that  respect  better  off  than  many  of  the  Southern  States;  but 
we  have  been  involved  in  debt  by  the  issue  of  millions  of  State  bonds,  which  will  have 
to  be  paid  or  repudiated.  The  State  road,  which  before  the  war  was  a  source  of  income, 
and  indeed  paid  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State  government,  has  been  so  managed 
that  we  have  lost  the  entire  revenue  of  that  State  road,  under  the  administration  of 
Governor  Bullock.  We  haVb  not  only  lost  the  revenue  from  it,  but,  under  Blodgett's 
administration  of  it,  we  have  got  in  debt  for  more  than  $700,000  for  about  fourteen 
mouths  that  he  had  it.  The  gross  earnings  of  the  road  were  from  $120,000  to  $135,000 
a  month.  He  made  two  payments  into  the  treasuiy.  one  of  $25,000  and  one  of  $20,000 ; 
and  he  has  received  on  an  average  about  $125,000  a  month  of  gross  earnings.  The 
State  has  been  run  into  debt  upward  of  $700,000  in  that  piece  ol  property  alone. 

Question,  Did  he  do  it  b^  improving  and  repairing  itY 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  according  to  his  own  report  to  the  legislature,  and  the  report  of 
Bullock  to  the  legislature  at  the  last  session,  the  road  was  represented  to  be  in  a 
vrretched  condition,  and  that  it  would  take  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  put  it 
in  good  condition  again.    The  rood  was  in  good  condition  when  he  got  it    It  waa 
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destroyed  during  the  war,  and  we  incurred  a  debt  of  over  $800,000,  for  which  we  imed 
bonds,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  for  the  reconstruction  and  reeqoipment  of  that  road. 
It  was  then  under  the  management  of  Campbell  Wallace  and  Uurlbnrt,  up  to  the 
time  it  went  into  the  hands  of  Blodgett.  When  Blodgett  got  it,  it  was  in  ^ood  condi- 
tion, but  he  has  paid  only  $45,000  in  the  treasury,  the  average  gross  earniugs  of  iht 
roa4  being  $125,000  a  month j  and  he  haa  left  it  $700,000  in  debt;  and  Govenior  Bul- 
lock has  asked  an  appropriation  of  $500,000  to  put  it  in  running  condition  again.  The 
people  think  strange  of  that  management,  and  are  very  restless  under  it. 

Question,  About  th^  general,  ^penditures  for  the  executive  departments,  what  do 
yon  know  about  them  ? 
Anstcer.  They  have  been  enormous,  unprecedented. 

Question,  Have  you  any  information  about  the  document  he  has  sent  us  here  in  reply 
to  our  letter  to  him ;  do  you  know  what  that  document  has  cost  the  State f 

Answer,  I  have  read  that  letter;  that  letter  has  been  printed  very  generally  throng^ 
out  the  Northern  States,  and  in  our  own  State,  and,  it  is  said,  at  a  cost  to  the  people  of 
Georgia  of  $8,000. 

Question,  Paid  for  as  an  advertisement  in  the  papers  T 
Answer.  Paid  for  as  an  advertisement. 
Question,  His  answer  to  our  request  for  information  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  is  about  the  handsomest  document  we  have  received.  Ton  say  it  is  said 
that  the  State  paid  $8,000  for  it  f 

Answer,  It  is  said  that  is  the  amount  of  cost  of  publishing  that  answer ;  not  for 
printing  that  pamphlet,  but  for  publishing  it  in  the  newspafpers. 
Question,  For  advertising  it  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  am  a  newspaper  editor  myself,  and  I  re^^eived  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  who  I  knew  to  be  the  private  secretary  of  Governor  Bullock,  (he  did  not 
write  to  me  as  such,^  inclosing  a  copy  of  Governor  Bullock^s  letter  to  yon,  instructing 
me  to  publish  it  in  tlie  Chronicle  and  Sentinel  and  to  send  the  bill  to  him.    I  knew 
he  had  no  money  to  pay  for  it,  but  I  knew  I  would  get  the  pay,  and  I  published  it. 
Then  the  governor  has  offered  rewards,  issued  proclamations  offering  rewards ;  and 
the  expenses  growing  out  of  the  publishing  of  those  proclamations  offering  rewards 
have  been  enormous.    1  think  there  are  ninety-odd  newiipapers  in  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, and  I  think  he  published  those  proclamations  in  nearly  all  of  them ;  I  can  recol- 
lect but  four  or  live  that  did  not  publish  his  reward  proclamations.    Thev  were  what 
printers  call  **  fat ; "  and  were  made  to  occupy  as  much  space  as  x>ossible,  so  as  t« 
make  the  charge  as  great  as  possible  for  publishing  them ;  they  were  spread  out.    A 
reward  that  would  properly  occupy  a  square,  if  the  advertising  had  been  done  by  an 
individual,  was  made  to  till  live,  six,  seven,  or  eight  squares,  and  paid  for  as  snco.    I 
will  give  an  instance  of  his  advertising.    The  appointment  of  district  judges  and 
solicitors,  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  in  number;  the  advertising  of  these  appoint- 
ments by  the  executive  was  never  done  previous  to  the  Bullock  administi;ation,  except 
in  one  paper  at  the  capital,  and  then  published  in  that  paper  but  two  or  three  ti mes, 
once  a  week.  I  think  there  were  twenty-two  district  attorneys  and  twenty-two  district 
judges  appointed.    The  notice  of  their  appointment  filled  up  one  whole  side  of  the 
Atlanta  Era,  leaded.    It  was  published  in  several  issues  of  the  paper.   It  was  said,  by 
a  statement  from  the  treasurer's  books,  that  the  bill  of  the  Atlanta  Era  was  upward  m 
$3,000  for  publishing  that  alone.    Enormous  amounts  have  been  expended,  with  a 
view,  apparently,  to  subsidize  the  press,  and  to  some  extent  it  has  sncceeded. 
Question,  Democratic  lawyers,  I  believe,  frequently  come  in  for  fees! 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir :  they  come  m  for  fat  fees.    We  have  a  State's  attorney,  attorney  gen- 
eral, as  he  is  called,  with  district  attorneys  and  prosecuting  attorneys  in  each  dis^ct. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  Fish  was  killed,  in  the  Macon  district,  I  believe  it  was ;  killed 
in  Macon  County  at  least.    €k>vemor  Bullock  gave  two  democratic  lawyers  $1,000  each 
to  go  down  and  prosecute  the  man  who  was  charged  with  the  murder  of  Fisn. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  total  amount  of  the  State  debt  and  liabilities  a^ 
this  time  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  and  no  one  else;  because,  I  suppose,  they  have  no  check  or  other 
means  of  information.  The  law  requires  that  when  the  bonds  of  the  State  are  iSBued 
they  shall  be  signed  by  the  governor  and  treasurer,  and  tlM  the  treasurer  shall  keep 
a  regular  bond-book.  Up  to  the  administration  of  Bullock  we  knew  every  bond  that 
had  been  issued,  when  it  was  issued,  where  it  was  issued,  and  the  amount.  .  But,  since 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature  especially,  Bullock  has  issued  these  bonds  without 
any  reference  to  the  treasurer  at  aU,  and  the  treasurer  has  no  record  of  them  at  all. 
It  IS  said  that  a  number  of  these  bonds  have  the  treasurer's  name  to  them ;  that  Bul- 
lock had  some  of  them  lithographed  in  New  York,  and  the  name  of  the  treasnrer  xmt 
on  them.  I  do  not  know  what  the  State  debt  is ;  but  it  is  thought  to  be  about  five  or 
.  six  millions  of  dollars,  since  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  that  theee  bonds  hare 
been  issued  for.  ,  . 

Question,  You  mean  it  has  been  increased  that  amoant  since  then  f-OO^LC 
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Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  The  prospective  indebtedness  of  the  State  is  immense ;  I  mean  by 
that,  tho  indebtedness  which  the  last  legislature  has  incarred  by  the  indorsement *of 
railrbad  bonds.  If  these  railroad  bonds  are  called  for  by  these  railroads,  and  are  issued, 
it  Trill  increase  our  indebtedness  between  thirty  and  fllty  millions  of  dollars.  They 
gave  to  qaite  a  number  of  the  railroads  the  indorsement  of  the  State  for  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  mile.  I  believe  there  are  but  two  of  the  roads  that  have 
m  yet  called  upon  the  governor  for  the  indorsement  of  bonds,  but  they  are  all  en- 
titled to  them  when  they  organize  and  go  to  work. 

Question.  The  legislature  that  you  had  after  your  re-reconstruction  was  made  repub- 
lican, was  it  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  very  decidedly  republican  in  fhe  senate,  immensely  so ;  I 
think  there  were  eleven,  perhaps  twelve,  democrats  out  of  forty-four  senators. 

^estian.  How  does  it  stand  now,  or  how  did  it  stand  in  your  laat  legislature ;  was  it 
the  same  senate  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  the  term  of  one-half  pf  the  senators  expired,  and  we  elected  twenty- 
two  senators  at  the  last  election.  The  senate,  as  it  will  stand  upon  it«  organization, 
will  be  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty  democrats,  and  the  balance  republican.  In  the 
twenty-two  senatorial  districts  we  elected  all  democrats  but  three,  I  believe. 

Question,  That  legislature  has  not  yet  met  f 

Answer.  It  was  to  have  met,  by  law,  last  January ;  but,  just  before  they  adjourned, 
the  last  legislature  postponed  the  meeting  of  the  next  legislature  until  next  Novem- 
ber, in  order  to  give  them  a  year  longer  in  their  operations  upon  the  treasury. 
'  Question,  So  that  all  tho  legislation  which  has  taken  place  up  to  this  time  has  been 
by  a  republican  legislature  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  of  it 

Queslion.  Was  not  its  republican  strength  very  considerably  increased  by  the  action 
of  General  Terry  and  Governor  Bullock,  under  pretense  of  authority  given  them  by 
Congress  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  put  in  men  and  turned  out  men.  I  was  there  as  a  member  of 
the  democratic  executive  committee,  and  employed  counsel,  and  assisted  in  raising 
money  to  employ  counsel,  to  represent  those  cases  that  were  brought  up  before  Gener^ 
Terry's  commissioners.  General  Ruger,  I  believe,  was  the  chairman  of  the  board  to 
examine  into  the  qualifications  of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  and  a  very  clever 
(gentleman  he  was,  too.  But  it  was  a  very  extraordinary  spectacle  to  see  a  superin- 
tendent of  railroad  transportation  presiding  over  the  session  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 

Question,  What  is  his  name  ? 

Answer,  He  is  known  as  "  Fatty  Harris ;"  I  believe  his  initials  are  A.  L.  i  He  is  knowu 
as  "Fatty  Harris,"  but  I  am  not  acquainted  with  him« 

Question.  How  was  that  managed  T 

Answer.  That  board  made  an  examination  into  the  qualifications  of  the  members  oi 
the  legislature.  They  would  turn  out  men  who  they  said  were  disqualified  under  the 
fourteenth  amendment.  If  a  man  had  been  a  road  commissioner  or  a  notary  public 
liefore  the  war,  they  would  turn  htm  out.  A  notary  public  at  that  time  had  no  authority 
in  Georgia  as  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  he  was  not  an  ofiGicer,  except  to  attest  papers ;  to 
that  extent  he  was  a  judicial  officer.  Wherever  they  charged  a  man  with  holding  an 
office  before  the  war,  they  turned  him  out,  and  in  one  case  they  actually  put  a  man  in 
the  place  of  a  dead  man,  who  had  served  up  to  the  dissolution  of  the  last  senate.  A 
man  by  the  name  of  McCutcheon  was  elected  over  a  man  by  the  name  of  Henry  by  a 
^ry  large  m^ority.  McCutcheon  served  in  the  legislature  until  he  took  sick  and  died. 
When  we  went  through  the  last  throe  of  reconstruction  under  General  Terry,  Henry 
presented  himself  there  and  was  admitted  by  the  military  board  to  take  the  seat  in 
place  of  McCutcheon,  although  he  was  the  defeated  candidate. 

ByMr.  Blaib:     , 

QuesHon,  And  he  served  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  he  is  serving  yet.  The  member  elected  in  his  district  drew  the 
long  term  of  four  yearsji  I  have  no  idea  that  the  democratic  senate  at  the  next  session 
^iU  allow  Henry  to  retain  his  seat. 

Queslion,  If  they  do  not,  they  will  be  reconstmcted  again  f 

Answer,  I  expect  we  wiU  have  to  go  through  with  another  reconstmction. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  How  many  men  who  had  been  defeated  in  the  elections  were  put  in  place 

of  those  turned  out  t    Were  the  minority  men,  the  defeated  men,  put  in  when  the  men 

wbe  were  eleeted  were  declared  disqualified  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  remomber  about  how  many  f  r^  i 

Answer,  I  cannot  give  you  the  number,  a  considerable  nnmber.  ^ipi^i^ed  bv  CjOOQIc 
Questiofi.  Asmanyasdzteenf  o 
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Answer,  Probably  more,  perhaps  as  many  as  twenty ;  it  has  escaped  me  now.  I  dii 
kuow  the  number,  but  it  has  passed  out  of  my  mind. 

Qiicsiion.  By  that  process  the  lower  house  was  made  republican  t 

Amwcr.  The  lower  house  was  made  decidedly  republican. 

Queation,  And  the  senate  was  very  largely  so  t     . 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestiQn.  That  is  the  legislature  which  has  indorsed  these  railroad  bonds  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  .and  given  the  governor  authority  to  issue  these  bonds  without  the 
check  of  the  treasurer  or  any  one  else  upon  that  issue. 

Question,  Did  any  of  you  in  Georgia  ever  find  out  by  what  authority  of  Congrcw  all 
that  was  done  f  Was  there  ftny  act  of  Congress  tliat  ever  authorized  Harris  to  take 
his  seat,  &,c.  f 

Ansicer,  We  looked  in  vain  to  find  that  authority.  We  found  it  was  impossible  to 
contest  and  argue  the  case  with  General  Terry ;  he  had  bayonets  at  his  command. 
But  we  employed  counsel  and  argued  the  matter  before  General  Bnger.  We  ooutested 
the  authority,  but  we  were  powerless.  , 

QueslUm,  They  still  would  do  it  t 

Answer,  They  said  they  had  the  authority,  and  I  presume  they  thotight  so. 

Question,  Was  there  any  authority  except  the  military  orders  of  the  rreaidentt  Tou 
saw  them,  I  presume  f 

Answer,  There  was  no  authority  except  the  orders  of  the  President  to  General  Terry. 

Quesiian,  They  did  not  even  pretend  that  Congress  had  given  them  the  authority  f 

w^n9U7{T.  Ithinknot. 

Question^  Was  it  not  regarded  by  all,  republicans  and  democrats— I  mean  those  wbo 
were  lawyers — as  just  a  case  of  executive  usurpation  by  the  President  and  his  mili- 
tary officers  f 

Answer,  We  considered  it  a  military  usurpation,  and  contested  it  as  £ir  as  we  oould 
by  argument,  but  it  amounted  to  nothing. 

Question,  It  was  by  that  sort  of  usurpation  of  authority  that  that  legislatnie  was 
made  up  that  has  passed  the  laws  which  are  now  taxing  yon  to  death  f 

Answ^,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  believe  that  a  large  number  of  your  people  are  still  under  disabilities^  and 
cannot  hold  office? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  very  best  people  in  the  State  are  disqualified  from  holding  office 
under  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

Question,  You  have  had  a  great  many  special  cases  relieved  t 

Answer,  A  few ;  I  do  not  think  there  have  been  a  great  many  from  that  State.  Those 
that  were  necessary  to  hold  office  under  republican  administration  there  have  had 
their  disabilities  removed.  Outside  of  that  I  think  there  are  very  few  who  have  had 
their  disabilities  removed. 

Question,  I  think  Governor  Bullock  is  still  resisting  all  demands  of  that  sort,  for  in 
his  letter  to  us  he  speaks  of  the  "  hypocritical  howls  for  universal  amnesty." 

Answer,  My  impression  is  this,  from  a  careful  consideration  of  afiairs  there,  if  that 
ban  was  taken  from  our  people  there,  we  would  have  no  cause  of  complaint,  and  there 
would  be  none  there. 

Question.  Governor  Bullock  himself,  I  believe,  who  is  now  holding  a  high  official 
position,  was  a  great  deal  involved  in  the  difficulties  of  the  warf 

Answer,  Governor  Bullock  was  the  first  soldier  that  I  ever  saw  ensaged  in  the  war, 
or  amoug  the  first.  He  was  in  the  first  squad  of  soldiers  who  volunteered  in  Joe 
Browu^s  company  to  capture  the  arsenal,  in  possession  of  Captain  Arnold  Elsey-  and 
Lieutenant  Long.  The  arsenal  was  near  Augusta,  upon  the  sand  hills  overhannng  the 
town.  Bullock  was  one  of  Joe  Brown's  army  that  went  up  there  early  m  Janomry, 
and  captured  the  arsenal.  Bullock  was  an  officer  under  the  confederate  govemoient; 
I  tbiuk  his  office  was  that  of  superintendent  of  tdleeraphic  lines,  or  telegraphic  commu- 
nication, throughout  the  South,  and  he  had  the  rauK  of  colouel^  He  was  a  good  south- 
eruer  during  the  war. 

Question.  There  is  no  particular  reason  why  he  should  have  the  right  to  be  governor 
there,  and  your  old  namesake,  A.  R,  Wright,  of  Kome,  be  disqualified  f  Yon  know 
Judge  Wright,  I  presume  t 

Answer.  I  know  Judge  Wright ;  he  was  opposed  to  the  war ;  I  think  he  was  a  Union 
man ;  I  see  no  reason  why  he  should  be  distranchised  aud  Governor  Bnllook  not. 

Question,  In  other  words,  a  discrimination  of  that  sort  has  been  made  to  op^ute 
injuriously  to  your  people,  and  your  idea  is  that  a  universal  removal  of  disabilities 
would  restore  order  to  a  great  extent  t 

Ansicer,  I  believe  it  would  entirely  restore  it;  that  there  would  be  no  reason  to  com- 
plain. Wo  are  doing  very  well  in  Georgia,  both  black  and  white,  so  far  as  onr  material 
interests  are  concerned.  We  have  recuperated  wonderfrdly;  our  taxation  is  pros- 
pective ;  our  tax  last  year  and  this  has  not  been  materially  increased ;  we  have  not  felt 
the  burden  yet.  Our  prospects  are  good;  our  people  are  contented,  except  that  they 
feel  a  great  wrong  has  been  done  to  a  most  worthy  class  of  our  citizens.    They  cannot 
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Me  why  sacb  men  as  GoTernor  Johnson,  who  was  a  Union  man,  a  candidate  on  the  ticket 
with  Mr.  Douglass  for  the  Vice-Presidency,  a  moderate  mao,  should  be  prevented  from 
holding  office.  He  was  not  in  the  war ;  he  opposed  it,  though  be  subsequently  took 
office  in  the  Confederate  Government.  The  people  cannot  see  why  be  should  be  ostra- 
cized, and  such  a  man  as  Foster  Blodgett  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
from  Georgia,  who  was  a  captain  of  a  military  company,  gotten  up  expressly  for  the 
confederate  service,  who  was  active  in  getting  it  accepted,  and  who  was  among  the 
first  to  go  into  the  service ;  a  man  of  bad  character  before  and  during  and  since  the  war. 
I  could  give  yon  a  number  of  cases  throughout  the  State,  where  that  class  of  men  have 
come  to  the  top,  and  better  men  are  kept  down,  under  operation  of  this  fourteenth 
funendment— men  who  were  always  truer,  to  the  Union  tjian  Foster  Blodgett.  It  is  a 
very  sore  thing  with  our  people :  we  cannot  send  our  best  men  to  the  leffislature.  If 
we  bad  the  power  of  filling  our  judiciary  wo  would  have  to  select  men  wjose  disabili- 
tiea  Congress  would  remove,  or  pick  up  incompetent  men.  I  suppose  Georgia  is  cursed 
to-day  with  a  more  inefficient  judiciary  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  I  do  not 
know  that  they  are  corrupt,  but  they  are  inefficient,  because  we  have  been  prevented 
from  taking  the  first-rate  legal  talent  we  have  there  to  fill  the  places  on  our  bench.  We 
feel  that  every  day  we  see  incompetent  men  in  office.  If  we  elect  men  to  the  legisla- 
tare,  we  are  obliged  to  take  young  men — inexperienced  men — who  have  not  been  in 
office  before.  And  the  legislature  which  will  meet  in  November  is  composed  largely  of 
▼ery  young  men,  and  necessarily  so.  At  the  very  time  when  we  need  the  talent  and 
experience  of  our  best  men,  we  have  been  deprived  of  them.  Those  of  us  who  are  not 
disqualified  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  feel  it  just  as  strongly  as  those  who  are,  I 
preenme;  I  know  I  entertain  that  feeling  myself,  and  I  am  not  disqualified. 

Question.  It  has  been  said  of  Georgia,  i  believe — I  know  it  has  been  said  of  other 
States— that  republicans  are  not  free  in  speaking  their  sentiments;  how  is  that  f 

Afiswer,  I  do  not  know  as  to  other  States. 

^uestum.  I  think  it  has  been  said  of  Georgia;  how  is  it  in  your  State! 

Antwer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  difficulty  about  that.  I  know  that  at  the 
last  election  one  of  the  republican  candidates  for  Congress  was  a  negro,  who  ran  against 
a  very  clever  white  man ;  and  then  there  was  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Fannin, 
who  ran  against  General  Dubose ;  the  one  ran  for  the  short  term  and  the  other  one  for 
the  long  term.  I  heard  of  no  difficulty  with  regard  to  them.  I  have  heard  a  number 
of  republican  speakers  speak  at  the  city  hall  m  Augusta  to  large  crowds,  black  and 
white.  I  have  known  of  no  instance  where  there  has  been  any  attempt  to  prevent 
them  from  speaking,  not  only  publicly,  but  privately.  Some  of  the  best  men  we  have 
in  the  State  are  republicans,  but  they  are  very  few.  and  they  are  ostracized  by  their  own 
|>arty.  There  are  Joshua  Hill,  Thomas  Peter  Safiold,  and  Albert  Foster,  men  of  prom- 
inenee,  of  charact>er,  of  ability,  and  of  respectability  ;  they  have  not  lost  the  respect 
of  their  fellow-citizens.  Isham  Fannin,  the  assessor  in  my  district,  and  Mr.  Jourdan, 
senator  from  the  county  of  Jasper,  are  as  respectable  men  as  any  men  I  know.  •  I  -could 
go  all  over  the  State  and  give  these  instances,  but  they  are  not  in  good  standing  with 
the  party  down  there.  They  were  honest  and  denounced  the  stealings  of  the  Bullock- 
Blodgett  ring ;  they  are  not  thieves,  and  have  no  association  with  them. 

Question,  Tell  us  bow  it  is  with  the  men  who  come  from  the  other  States,  from  the 
North,  who  take  their  chances  emons  your  people,  who  have  invested  their  money, 
and  who  make  their  living  like  the  balance  of  you — not  office-hunting  carpet-baggers; 
how  are  they  treated  1 

Answer.  Just  as  well  as  we  know  how.  I  believe  that  before  the  war  the  southern 
people  were  proverbial  for  their  hospitality.  We  have  prided  ourselves  upon  that,  and 
we  try  to  keep  it  up  still.  Strangers  who  come  among  us  and  bring  their  money  there 
are  treated  as  well  as  in  any  other  State. 

Question,  There  is  no  difference  made  on  account  of  itoliticsf 

Answer.  No,  sir.  A  gentleman  came  down  there  by  the  name  of  Fisher ;  he  is  said  to 
he  a  radical  in  his  views ;  he  has  gone  to  work  there,  has  brought  money  there,  bought 
mills  and  gone  to  work,  and  is  met  as  a  gentleman  by  gentlemen.  In  Morgan  County, 
I  think,  quite  a  number  of  farmers,  twenty-five  or  thirty,  have  gone  there  and  settled, 
and  they  are  received  socially  by  the  people  of  that  county.  There  are,  perhaps, 
more  in  that  county  than  in  any  other  of  this  class,  but  you  can  find  some  in  all  parts 
of  the  State.  There  is  one  man,  a  Mr.  True,  who  was  in  the  Union  Army,  and  who  is 
a  prominent  officer  in  our  A^icultural  Society.  He  has  been  of  ^reat  benefit  to  our 
people.  He  is  a  thorough-going,  energetic  man ;  he  is  a  republican  in  his  political 
views,  but  not  ofi'ensively  so  to  his  neighbors. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question.  I  believe  you  have  stated  that  yon  are  an  editor  of  a  paper  f 
Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  paper  f  r^  i        ^ 

Answer.  What  are  ite  politics  t  di  i^i,,d  by  GOOQIC 

Question.  Yes.  o 

Anhwer.  It  is  democratic,  and  I  think  a  very  good  paper. 
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QueaUon,  I  nnderstood  yon  to  say  yoa  bad  a  very  general  acqaaintance  oyer  theState 
of  Georgia  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have ;  although  not  in  office,  I  have  been  a  sort  of  public  mao. 

QueatUm.  Have  you  been  watching  the  reports  of  these  Ku-Klnx  outrages  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  compelled  to  investigate  them,  £rom  my  position  as 
editor  of  the  paper. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  denounced  them  in  your  paper  f 
*  Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  approved  them  in  your  paper  f 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  or  know  of  any  outrages  in  Jefferson  County  f 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  the  Kn-Klux  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir.  I  heard  of  that.  •  I  am  glad  you  mentioned  it,  for  I  was  born  in 
that  county,  and  lived  their  up  to  1860.  About  the  first  Ku-Klux  case  I  heard  theie 
was  where  a  band  of  negroes  went  to  the  house  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ferguson, 
took  him  from  his  bed  at  night,  from  the  side  of  his  wife,  carried  him  into  the  woods, 
stripped  him,  nut  him  across  a  log,  and  strapped  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  other  case  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  other  t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  two  or  three  other  cases  there.  There  was  a  very  aggravated 
case  that  occurred  there  last  summer,  I  think,  about  a  year  ago,  jn  which  the  negroes 
armed  themselves,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  or  more,  went  to  the  county  town  on 
Sunday  morning,  and  demanded  of  the  jailer  the  key  of  the  jail,  went  to  the  jail  sod 
opf.ned  it,  and  delivered  two  or  three  prisoners  who  were  there  uudei^ing  sentence  of 
the  court  That  crowd  of  negroes  was  headed  by  a  colored  man  of  the  name  of  Cu^joe 
Fye.  I  knew  the  boy  very  well ;  he  ^w  up  in  the  same  town  I  did.  He  said  he  bad 
authority  from  headquarters  to  require  all  negroes  in  the  county  to  appear  there  on 
that  day,  and  deliver  those  men  from  jail.  They  did  deliver  tbcm;  the  people  were 
powerless  to  prevent  it,  and  the  prisoners  were  turned  loose.    I  remember  that  case. 

Question.  Were  those  negroes  disguised  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  Were  those  disguised  in  the  first  case  you  mentioned  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  as  to  that. 

Question.  Well,  I  asked  you  about  the  Eu-Elux  and  Eu-Klux  outrages,  and  you  have 
mentioned  these  two  cases. 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  what  you  mean  by  Ku-Klux  outrages. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  instances  of  disguised  men  going  about  and  perpetrating 
crimes  in  Jefferson  County  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  true,  that  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Creech,  who  lived  upon  the  line  of  Emanuel  County,  where  there  were  very  few  negroes, 
was  taken  from  his  house  at  night  by  some  parties.  I  have  never  heard  whether  they 
were  disguised  or  not ;  ho  was  taken  out  of  his  house  and  murdered,  and  thrown  into 
Williamson  Swamp  Creek ;  there,  is  no  doubt  about  the  fact  of  his  having  been  mar- 
dered. 

Question.  When  was  that  t 

Answer.  It  was  about  the  time  ol  the  Cncfjoe  Fye  riot,  say  a  year  ago,  perhaps  mors; 
I  do  not  recollect  how  long.  That  man  Creech  was  said  to  have  been  a  very  bad  man 
in  the  community. 

Question.  Who  was  Creech  f 

Answer.  I  am  telling  you  now  who  he  was. 

Question.  Was  be  a  black  man  or  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  white  man,  a  North  Carolinian,  who  had  come  down  theire  several 
years  before  the  war.  I  knew  him ;  ho  overseed  for  a  neighbor  of  mine  before  the  war. 
He  set  up  a  grocery,  and  was  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  with  the  negroes  of  Jefferson 
County.  He  had  a  whisky  shop,  and  was  alleged  to  have  been  engaged  in  buying  and 
receivmg  stolen  goods ;  wliether  that  was  true  or  not  I  do  not  know.  It  was  thosght 
that  was  the  reason  of  his  bein^  killed.    There  was  no  politics  in  it,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Because  he  was  tradmg  with  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  su*,  illicitly ;  he  had  a  bad  house;  one  considered  a  curse  to  the  cominn- 
nity. 

Q^uesHon.  What  were  those  men  in  jail  for,  who  were  delivered  by  these  hundred 


Anstver.  For  various  petty  larcenies.    The  court  had  met  and  they  had  been  tried, 
and  I  think  three  of  them  had  been  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  perhaps  from  iiuiif 
to  sixty  days.    I  do  not  remember  the  particular  offenses. 
Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  outrages  in  your  county  t 
Anstoer.  In  that  county  t  {^  r^r^r^]r^ 

Question.  Yes.  jigitizedbyV^OOglC 
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Annuer.  I  do  not  exactly  iind«i:8tand  yoa  when  yon  s&y  "  En-Klnx  ^  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  Have  you  never  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  Elant 

Answer,  Every  one  of  these  outrages  now  are  spoken  of  commonly  as  Eu-Kluz. 

Question,  Give  me  your  definition  of  Ku-Kluz. 

Answer.  My  untlerstaudiug  is  that  it  is  synonymous  with  lynch  law. 

Question,  Whether  by  disguised  men  or  not  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  When  I  allude  to  it,  I  allude  to  outn^es  by  disguised  men. 

Answer,  Well,  I  understand  you  now.  I  know  of  no  other  cases  in  that  county  by 
disguised  men. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  persons  being  taken  out  of  jail  in  Louisville  t 

Ansvoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Since  thatt 

Answer,  I  believe  it  was  since  that. 

QuesHon.  How  many  t 

Answer.  I  believe  four  or  five ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  nine  persons  being  taken  out  of  jail  within  six 
months  f 

Answer,  That,  and  the  jail  delivery  I  have  spoken  of;  I  do  not  kno^  of  any  others 
that  occurred.    I  do  not  know  how  many  there  were  delivered. 

Question,  What  did  you  hear  about  that  t 

Answer,  I  heard  that  they  went  there ;  I  do  not  remember  whether  they  were  dis- 
^teed  or  not,  and  took  out  some  prisoners  who  had  been  tried  and  convicted,  or  I 
think  some  had  been. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  with  them  t 

Ansiver,  One  was  killed,  and  I  think  they  cut  off  an  ear  of  one. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  they  cut  off  the  ears  of  all  but  onef 

Answer,  That  may  have  been  ;  I  "saw  one  negro  who  had  had  his  cut  ofL 

Question,  Did  you  not  hear  that  they  cut  off  the  ears  of  the  others  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,  Did  you  not  hear  that  f 

Answer,  I  told  you  I  did  not  remember  it. 

Question^  When  was  that  t 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  last  fall. 

Question,  Was  it  not  last  February  f 

Answer,  It  was  of  much  more  recent  date  than  the  other  delivery;  perhiqMitwaa 
Febmaiy. 
-     Question,  Who  did  that  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Were  they  white  men  or  black  men  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  What  did  report  say  about  it  f 

Answer,  It  was  reported  that  in  that  case  they  were  disguised  men  who  went  to 
.the  jail. 

Question.  Was  it  reported  that  they  were  white  men  or  black  men  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  as  to  that.  I  know  this,  that  the  judge  of 
that  circuit  went  down  there  and  opened  a  special  court  for  the  investigation  of  that 
ease,  organized  the  grand  jury,  and  kept  the  court  open  two  or  three  days.  He  gave 
them  a  very  earnest  and  a  very  able  charge  in  relation  to  that  case.  I  think  his  court 
was  held  there  within  a  very  few  weeks,  perhaps  a  few  days,  after  the  occurrence  took 
place.  He  gave  the  whole  power  of  the  court  to  the  grand  lury  to  send  for  witnesses. 
He  investigated  it  very  thoroughly,  so  he  told  me,  and  I  believe  he  is  a  very  truthM 
man,  and  an  appointee  of  Governor  Bullock.        * 

Question,  Who  is  that  judjcet 

Answer.  Judge  Twiggs,  or  the  middle  district. 

Question,  Is  be  an  able  judge  f 

Ansufer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  he  a  republican  or  a  democrat  7 

Answer.  He  is  said  to  be  both ;  I  do  not  know  which  he  is. 

Question,  Speaking  of  judges,  how  many  democrats  have  been  appointed  by  Goy- 
emor  Bullock  as  judges  in  your  State  f 

Answer,  Judge  Twiggs  is  claimed  to  be  a  democrat ;  Judge  Schley  is  claimed  by  his 
friends  to  be  a  democrat ;  Judge  Cole's  friends  claim  that  he  is  a  democrat ;  Judge 
Bobinson's  friends  claim  that  he  is  a  democrat.  I  do  not  know  that  I  remember  any 
others. 

Question,  All  the  rest  of  the  judges  in  the  State  are  republicans  t 

Answer,  I  think  so;  but  I  am  not  so  certain  about  the  extreme  southwestern  p<ntion 
of  the  State.    Perhaps  Judge  Alexander  there  is  a  democrat. 

Question.  Now,  to  go  back  to  the  subject  of  the  jail-delivery.  How  many  men  did 
you  hear  were  connected  with  taking  these  last  prisoners  from  jail  f 
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Answer.  Do  yon  refer  to  the  occurrence  in  February  f 

Question,  Yes. 

Ansfcer,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  heard  any  particular  number ;  there  was  said  to  be 
quite  a  number  of  them.  Jud^e  TwiggH  informed  me  that  he  and  the  grand  jury  were 
Yery  active  in  attempting  to  discover  them,  and  failed.  He  held  the  court  open  then 
for  several  days  for  that  purpose. 

Question.  There  was  nobody  arrested  for  that  offense  t 

Answer,  I  think  not ;  I  think  the  investigation  entirely  failed. 

Question.  Entirely  failed  to  get  anybody  at  all  f 

Answer.  Failed  in  g;etting  tLe  testimony  against  any  one. 

Question,  Failed  to  implicate  anybody  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  any  outrages  near  a  place  called  Dearing  t 

Answer,  Not  by  disguised  persons.  I  know  that  a  Mr.  Cody  was  killed  there,  and  s 
man  by  the  name  of  Kitchen  Adams  was  killed  there.  It  was  a  broil  between  white 
people ;  there  was  no  politics  in  it. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  six  or  seven  men  were  taken  from  the  cars  sk 
Dearing,  who  were  on  their  way  from  Warren  County,  a  year  or  so  ago,  and  killed  by 
the  men  who  followed  them  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  and  I  do  not  believe  it. 

Question,  You  have  not  heard  that  six  or  seven  men,  or  any  number  of  men,  were 
taken  from  the  cars  and  killed  there  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  it  has  occurred  there ;  I  know  Dearing  very  well  It 
is  upon  the  line  of  the  Georcia  Railroad,  about  forty  miles  from  Augusta ;  and  if  sach 
a  thing  had  occurred  ther0, 1  think  I  would  have  heard  of  it. 

Question,  Now,  in  relation  to  the  killing  of  Dr.  Darden,  you  said,  as  I  xmderstood  you, 
that  Norris  was  not  attacked  that  night  7 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  so ;  I  said  that  I  had  never  heard  of  his  being  attacked  that 
night,  and  I  do  not  believe  he  was,  or  I  would  have  heard  of  it. 

Qusbtion,  Were  you  there  that  night  f 

Answer,  I  was  not. 

Question,  Did  you  inquire  particularly  about  thatf 

Answer.  I  talked  freely  with  my  friends  about  it. 

Question,  Whent 

Answer,  Immediately  after  the  killing. 

Question,  Were  you  over  there  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  was  not. 

Question,  With  whom  did  you  talk  t 

Answer,  I  talked  with  Shields,  Smith,  Pottle  and  Heath,  that  I  remember.  I  was 
Tory  earnest  in  my  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  that  case. 

Question.  Did  you  tal^  about  that  point  as  to  whether  Norris  was  attacked  t 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  but  I  presume,  if  he  had  been  attacked,  that  in  talking  aboot 
the  difficulties  there  that  ni^ht  that  matter  would  have  been  spoken  of. 

Question.  Your  testimony  is  based  upon  that  presumption  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question,  What  was  reported  as  to  the  description  of  the  men  who  killed  Darden,  M 
to  their  dress  t 


Answer.  I  do  not  remember  of  hearing  anything  about  that. 
Question^  Was  nothing  said  about  these  men  being  disguised  f 


Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question,  And  you  say  you  heard  a  full  account  of  it  f 

Answer.  I  saw  and  tsdked  fully  and  freely  with  those  gentlemen  about  that  night 

Question,  And  nothing  was  said  about  their  being  disimised  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  anything  was  said  aoont  it.  My  impression  is  that 
they  were  not  disguised ;  that  is  the  impression  on  my  mind. 

Question.  What  was  the  report  to  you  that  these  men  did  when  they  went  there ;  how 
did  they  kill  Dr.  Darden  t 

Answer.  They  took  him  ont  of  the  jail.  They  attempted,  I  believe,  first  to  force  ths 
Jail  door  open,  and  my  recollection  is  that  Darden  had  a  pistol,  and  stood  upon  his  de- 
fense. They  were  afraid  he  might  kill  one  of  them,  and  they  then  put  fire  to  the  door 
of  the  Jail  to  smoke  him  out  or  burn  him  out.  He  then  surrendered,  and  they  brought 
him  out  of  Jail.  He  asked  permission  to  communicate  with  his  wife,  and  my  recollec- 
tion is  that  they  furnished  nim  with  writing  materials,  and  let  him  write  a  note  to  his 
wife.  They  then  took  him  from  the  Jail  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  to  a  railroad 
embankment,  and  there  shot  him  to  death  with  buUets. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  how  it  was  that  he  came  to  be  put  in  Jail  t 

Answer.  That  morning  f 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  remember  anything  special  about  that,  except  it  was  a  mit-. 
ter  for  the  protection  of  Dr.  Darden  himself  that  he  was  put  in  the  JaiL    ^ 
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QueaHon,  Was  there  any  pledge  or  promise  given  by  these  men  that  they  would  pro- 
tect bim  and  take  care  ot  him  in  Jail— these  very  men  who  killed  himf 

Antwer,  I  do  not  know  who  killed  him. 

Question,  Did  anybody  promise  to  take  care  of  him  f 

Ansicer,  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Question,  But  you  say  it  was  i^nderstood  that  he  was  put  in  jail  in  order  to  be  pro- 
tectedt 

Answer,  That  is  the  impression  on  my  mind  now.  It  has  been  some  three  years  or 
more  since  then.  My  impression  is  he  was  put  in  there  for  protection  firom  the  popu- 
lace ;  I  may  be  mistaken  as  to  that. 

Question.  Something  has  been  ^tated  about  some  persons  giving  a  note  to  Mr.  Norris, 
to  buy  his  peace  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questum,  Do  you^  or  not,  understand  that  to  be  a  note  given  to  Mr.  Korris  as  com- 
pensation for  iigunes  done  to  him  when  he  was  shot  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  no.  ^ 

QuesHon,  •Nothing  was  said  about  that  f 

Answer,  Nothing  at  all.  I  was  not  present  at  any  of  those  negotiations ;  I  only  say 
that  I  was  consulted  with  by  parties  who  came  to  me  and  stated  that  the  proposition 
fix>m  Norris  was  that  if  those  parties  would  pay  him  so  much  they  would  not  be  arrested 
for  the  killing  of  Darden. 

Qnestion,  Do  you  not  know  that  Norris  was  shot  and  severely  ii\|ured  in  that  town  f 

Answer,  There  is  no  doubt  he  was  shot ;  with  burd  shot,  I  think,  small  shot. 

Question,  And  you  say  nothing  was  said  about  this  note  being  given  to  him  as  com- 
pensatioQ  for  damages  to  his  person  f 

Answer,  Not  one  word. 

Question,  Did  you  talk  to  these  men  who  gave  the  note  t 

Answer,  Not  until  after  the  note  was  given ;  I  talked  with  one  of  them  afterward. 

Question,  Did  they  allege  that  as  the  consideration  f 

Anstoer,  Their  friends  did. 

Questum,  Did  they  say  thatf 

Answer,  I  say  I  never  talked  with  but  one  of  them,  and  that  was  merely  to  chide 
bim  for  giving  that  note. 

Question,  Did  he  say  that  t 

Answer,  Nothing  was  said  on  the  subject  by  him. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  a  large  amount  of  that  note  has  been  paid  T 

Answer,  Only  from  Chap  Norris's  statement.  He  published  a  communication  in  the 
Georgia  Republican,  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  on  last  Saturday  week,  in  which  he  gave  a 
copy  of  the  note,  with  some  credits  upon  it.  I  think  the  credits  amount  to  abbut  |3,000. 
That  is  his  statement ;  I  knoW  nothing  a.bout  it. 

Question,  In  your  conversation  with  these  men  about  the  note  did  they  say  it  was 
for  the  killing  of  Darden  they  were  to  be  arrested  t 

Answer,  They  said  that  the  i^oposition  was  that  if  they  would  pav  Chap  Norris  so 
much  they  would  not  be  arrested  and  taken  to  Atlanta  to  be  triea  for  the  killing  of 
Parden ;  they  were  buying  their  peace  from  a  charge  of  that  sort. 

Question,  Who  was  tne  man  Who  said  that  f 

Answer,  How  said  that  t 

Question,  Who  told  you  thatf 

Answer,  The  frieud  who  came  to  me  in  Augusta  and  spoke  to  me  apon  the  subject. 

Question,  Who  was  thatt 

Answer,  My  impression  is  that  it  was  Colonel  Pottle. 

Question,  Did  anybody  else  say  that  to  you  t 

Answer,  I  think  that  Mr.  Heath  was  also  one  who  spoke  to  me  on  the  subject. 

QuesHon,  As  to  the  death  of  Senator  Adkins,  you  said  that  you  understood  or  believed 
be  was  killed  because  he  insulted  a  lady  f 

Answer,  I  said  that  was  the  impression  there. 

Question,  Did  any  one  tell  you  that  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  that  common  remark.  I  could  not  designate  any  particular 
man  who  told  me.  t 

Question,  Did  you  not  know  that  he  waa  opposed  violently  as  a  partisan  t 
Answer,  O,  yes ;  veiy  decidedly. 

QuesUon,  Do  you  think  that  the  fact  that  he  was  an  active  republican  had  nothing 
to  do  with  his  beinc  killed t 

Answer,  1  said,  wnen  being  examined  by  Mr.  Beck,  that  I  thought  the  fcuit  that  he 
was  in  bad  odor,  was  considered  a  disreputable  man,  had  perhaps  had  some  influence 
over  the  minds  of  those  who  perpetrated  the  deed,  taken  in  connection  with  the  offense 
he  had  committed ;  and  I  think  so  still.  In  other  words,  I  think  if  Adkins  had  been  a 
man  in  good  position  in  society  they  would  not  have  gone  to  the  extent  they  did,  or  in 
the  way  they  did. 

Question,  That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question.  Do  you  say  that  his  positicm  as  a 
republican  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  being  killed f 
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Answer,  I  cannot  eay  that  it  did. 

Question,  You  say  that  he  was  a  man  in  bad  odort 

Answer,  I  mean  by  that  his  open,  notorious  affiliation  and  association  witli  negroes. 
Republicans,  generally,  in  Georgia  do  not  do  that  thing.  Mr.  Joshua  Hill,  and  other 
gentlemen  I  have  spoken  of,  do  not  do  it.  They  are  willing  to  give  the  negro  all  his 
rights,  but  they  do  not  mingle  with  the  negro  socially,  as  Mr.  Adkins  was  sfud  to  do. . 

Question,  When  you  t^lk  about  mingling  socially  with  the  colored  race,  what  do  yun. 
moan  by  that  f  I  wonld  like  to  have  that  defined.  What  is  it  you  mean  by  mingling 
socially  with  the  negroes  t 

Ansioer,  In  my  State  I  am  pretty  sure  it  would  be  considered  a  social  mingling  wbero 
a  negro  sits  down  at  the  table  and  breaks  bread  wi^  you,  or  meets  you  upon  social 
equality  in  your  parlor  as  a  white  person  would. 

Question,  Suppose  a  man  begets  negro  children,  is  that  mingling  socially  with  them  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  so ;  1  do  not  know  of  any  such  case. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  that  would  injure  a  man  greatly  there t 

Answer,  "So,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  would ;  I  do  not  think  the  crime  of  adultery 
injures  a  man  in  any  country  a  great  deal;  while  it  ruins  the  woman  it  is  strange thiA 
the  man  stands  it. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  a  great  many  prominent  men  in  that  ooontry  have 
mingled  socially  with  the  colored  people  to  that  extent  t 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  true  that  they  have  done  any  such  thing ;  that  is  not 
the  result  of  my  observations  there. 

Question.  Do  you  say  there  are  no  prominent  men  in  that  country,  of  Influence  and 
standing,  who  have  mingled  socially  with  the  negro  race  that  fart  « 

Aneioer.  If  you  mean  by  mingling  socially  with  the  colored  race  committing  adultery 
»nd  fornication  with  them 

Question,  Yes,  sir ;  1  ask  what  is  the  reputation  of  such  men  f  I  am  not  asking  as  to 
what  are  the  facts. 

Answer.  1  will  answer  as  to  reputation ;  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  case  of  the  char- 
acter you  speak  of,  of  a  man  in  high  social  position,  in  a  prominent  position  there,  who 
has  been  charged  particularly  with  that'ofl'ense. 

Question.  I  will  then  limit  it  still  more;  I  will  say  men  of  influence  and  prominence 
in  society. 

Answer.  1  have  heard  of  some  men :  I  do  not  know  it.  Bat  let  me  tell  you  in  relation 
to  this — wo  have  a  law  in  Georgia  which  prohibits  even  the  intermarriage  of  a  negro 
and  a  white  person ;  makes  it  a  felony ;  and  it  is  made  a  felony  for  an  officer  to  per- 
form the  marriage  ceremony.  We  are  trying  to  preserve,  at  least  as  far  as  the  law  of 
the  land  is  coucomed,  the  purity  of  the  blood  of  both  races.  We  fail  sometimes,  and 
I  presume  that  is  the  case  the  world  over.  I  hhve  never  been  anywhere  in  my  life 
where  a  man  did  not  commit  foruication  if  there  was  a  subject  for  him  to  do  it  upon. 

Question.  In  relation  to  another  characteristic  of  the  negroes  and  facts  connected  with 
them— as  to  this  subject  of  pilfering  and  stealing.  I  want  to  know  whether  there  is 
not  less  pilfering  and  stealing  by  them  now  than  bef)!^  the  war,  while  they  were  in 
slavery. 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that.  There  is  this  difficulty  about  it :  before  the  war  we 
never  heard  of  this  pilfering;  it  was  confined  to  the  plantations.  Apparently,  there  is 
more  of  it  now  than  before  the  war,  but  really,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  as  much  ;  tiiat 
is  my  candid  opinion  about  it,  thongh  the  courts  show  a  terrible  number  of  caeee^ 
more  than  before  the  war.  I  think  that,  however,  is  because  these  petty  offenses  before 
the  war  were  punished  by  the  owners  of  the  slaves.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  mors 
crime  committed  by  negroes  now  in  Georgia  than  before  the  war. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  there  is  as  strong  a  disposition  there  now  to  punish 
negroes  summarily  as  before  the  war;  and  is  not  that  disposition  carried  out  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  believe  it.  I  know  of  a  number  of  oases  where  nemes 
have  not  been  punished  by  the  courts  because  of  the  excessive  expense  it  would  ^pai 
the  county  to  to  prosecute  them  j  I  have  been  consulted  about  cases  that  have  been 

winked  at.    I  do  not  think  there  is  any  disposition  among  the  people you  mean  to 

thrash  them  as  before  the  warf 

Questioiu  Yes. 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  that  disposition  exists  there. 

Question.  Now,  what  is  the  treatment  of  the  negroes  by  the  whites ;  you  state  that 
they  put  up  school-houBeB  for  them,  ftimished  them  with  supplies,  let  them  have 
stock,  &c.  f 
I   Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
I   Question.  Tell  me  at  whose  expense  those  school-houses  are  put  up. 

Anstcer.  At  the  expense  of  the  owners  of  the  plantation. 

Question.  How  many  instances  do  ypu  know  of  that  klndf 

Answer,  The  instances  are  not  very  numerous;  our  people  have  had  to  be  schooled  a 
]  ittle  on  this  question ;  they  were  very  sore  at  the  emancipation  of  their  slaves. 

Question.  1  only  wanted  to  know  whether  it  was  a  general  thing  at  all,  this  putting 
p  school-l*«*»*««ii.  &o.,  for  the  colored  people. 
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Answer,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  it  is  a  general  rale;  I  give  it  as  an  instance  of 
the  progress  of  our  people  in  that  respect.  I  will  tell  you  further,  that  in  the  county 
where  I  live  over  twelve  hundred  colored  pupils  are  educated  there  by  the  white  peo- 
ple alone. 

QueHiion.  Do  the  negroes  show  a  desire  to  go  to  school  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  they  do  when  it  is  new  to  them.  But  upon  plantations  the  com- 
plaint now  is  that  you  cannot  keep  them  at  it.  Last  year  the  negroes  had  a  hard  time 
as  well  as  the  planters )  although  the  crops  were  abundant  the  prices  were  not  remu- 
nerative, and  they  had  to  work  Very  hanl  to  make  their  support ;  and  they  could  not 
.  spare  their  children  from  the  iields  to  go  to  school. 

QumlUm,  Do  many  of  the  negroes  learn  to  read  and  write  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  there  is  a  great  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  old  people  to 
leam  to  read.  I  have  noticed  that  among  my  family  servants,  elderly  people,  men  and 
women,  desire  to  learn  to  read.  And  the  better  classes  of  white  people  show  a  disposi- 
tion to  have  them  educated. 

Question,  You  spoke  something  of  not  being  aware  of  any  negroes  having  been  in- 
timidated from  voting  the  republican  ticket  t 

Anstcer.  I  said  I  heard  there  was  some  difficulty  in  Savannah ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  amounted  to  an  intimidation  or  not. 

Question,  Do  you  know  many  negroes  who  attempted  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket? 

Answer.  I  am  not  a  street  politician ;  I  do  not  drag  np  men  to  the  polls,  and  therefore 
my  personal  knowledge  is  limited. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  intimidation  of  negroes  who  wanted  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket  t 

Answer.  I  saw  it  myself. 

Questiom,  Were  there  anv  great  number  f 

Answer,  It  was  admitted  by  Mr.  Bryant,  who  ran  there,  that  we  got  three  hundred 
and  fifty  negro  votes  at  the  last  election,  in  the  county  in  which%  live ;  the  negro  vote 
in  that  county  is  about  two  thousand. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  negroes  do  not  understand  this  thing  of 
politics. 

Answer.  I  said  that  they  did  not  understand  it  for  the  first  two  or  three  years;  but  I 
said  there  had  been  a  marked  improvement  on  the  part  of  the  ne^oes. 

Question.  Did  they  not  know  that  the  republicans  were  their  fnends  and  were  those 
wbjo  had  freed  them,  and  that  the  democrats  were  opposed  to  their  being  freed  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  they  do  not  know  any  such  thing. 

Question,  They  did  not  know  that  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  and  they  do  not  know  it  to-day. 

Question,  Was  not  that  the  fact  f 

Answer,  I  am  not  aware  of  that  being  the  fact ;  I  do  not  know  that  to  be  the  fact. 

Question.  Were  ^lot  the  democrats  iu  favor  of  retaining  the  negroes  in  slavery  f 

Answer.  I  believe  all  the  whit»  men  in  the  ISouth  were  in  favor  of  retaining  them  in 
slavery.  I  suppose  you  mean  by  **  democrat^  "  the  white  people  of  the  South ;  or  do 
you  mean  the  democrats  of  the  United  States  ? 

Question,  I  mean  democrats. 

Answer^  O,  as  1  understand  it,  there  were  about  as  many  democrats  engaged  in  free- 
ing the  negroes  as  there  were  republicans.  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  relative 
strength  of  the  two  parties  in  the  army.  I  know  some  noticeable  instances  of  demo- 
crats who  were  engaged  in  the  war. 

Question,  Do  you  not  suppose  that  the  negroes  understood  very  well,  from  the  very 
first  year  of  the  rebellion,  that  their  freedom  was  to  be  the  result  of  the  war  if  the 
Government  succeeded,  and  that  they  were  made  free  by  the  republicans  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  The  negroes  believed  the  Yankees  made  tnem  free ;  they  called 
them  Yankees,  and  they  say  that  they  owe  their  liberty  to^he  Yankees. 

Question.  Yankee  democrats  or  Yankee  republicans  ? 

Anstcer,  I  never  heard  them  say  as  to  that. 

Question,  I  am  inquiring  as  to  the  fact. 

Ansicer,  I  canbot  answer  you.  When  I  have  heard  any  expression  of  opinion  among 
them,  the  negroes  say  that  the  Yankees  did  it.  I  think  that  is  about  as  far  as  they  are 
capable  of  uuderstanding  the  matter.  They  call  all  from  the  North,  all  who  were  in 
the  Union  army,  Yankees.  They  did  believe,  and  I  think  they  were  honest  in  the  con- 
viction, that  if  the  white  people  iu  the  South,  the  democratic  party,  got  into  power, 
they  would  be  put  back  into  slavery.  That,  I  believe,  was  one  of  the  main  influences 
tliat  controlled  their  vote  against  the  white  people  in  the  first  two  or  three  elections. 
They  did  believe  that,  and  some  of  them  believe  it  now. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  at  the  close  of  the  war  the  disposition  of  the  negroes 
was  to  confide  in  the  democracy  of  the  South,  an  A  that  it  took  any  considerable  exer- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  carpet-baggers  to  get  them  to  go  with  them  f 

Answer,  I  think  the  negroes  were  very  grateful  to  the  Yankees ;  but  I  believe  they 
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TTonld  have  lived,  and  after  a  few  weeks  or  months  they  did  live,  with  their  old 
ters.    I  do  not  believe  they  have  at  any^time  lost  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  their 
old  owners. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  took  any  great  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  carpet>baj:g«n 
to  drag  them  into  the  republican  party  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  so ;  I  think  it  was  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world. 

Question,  Was  it  the  fact  that  the  promise  of  land  and  males  and  other  things  to  the 
negroes  made  them  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 

Anstcer.  1  think  so ;  connected  with  the  fact  that  tney  looked  upon  the  Yankees  as 
their  deliverers ;  and  they  were  taught  to  believe  that  if  the  white  people  got  posses- 
sion of  the  Government  they  would  be  put  back  into  slavery.  All  these  motives  con- 
trolled their  actions^  according  to  the  amount  of  intelligence  the  negroes  had.  And  a 
great  number  of  negroes  were  very  ignorant.  If  you  have  never  lived  in  the  South 
you  can  have  no  conception  of  it ;  they^re  very  credulous;  that  is  a  characteristic  of 
their  race. 

Question,  You  spoke  something  about  the  whipping  of  women  f 

Anstcer,  I  think  I  have  known  but  one  instance,  and  I  l^ave  given  that;  I  do  not 
think  I  can  remember  any  other. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  grew  out  of  the  pardons  granted  by  the  governor  f 

Ansicer,  O,  no,  sir.  As  I  saiato  you,  that  grew  out  of  the  £Eu;t  that  the  parties  had 
been  tried  in  court,  and  through  the  inefficiency  of  the  prosecuting  attorney  they  had 
got  off.  There  hod  been  a  pardon  in  that  same  neighborhood.  Just  previous  to  that,  of 
a  negro  who  had  been  convicted  of  adultery  with  a  white  woman.  I  presume  that 
had  some  influence  with  the  parties. 

Question,  That  was  a  single  instance  t 

Answer,  That  is  all  I  can  recollect  now ;  there  may  have  been  other  cases,  but  I  do 
not  remember  any  others. 

Question.  Is  it  tlie  fapt,  do  you  testify  to  it  as  a  fact,  that  these  pardons  of  Governor 
Bullock  have  caused  the  commission  of  these  crimes  by  disguised  «men  who  go  aboot 
the  country  at  night  t 

Answer,  I  have  never  testified  that  that  was  the  cause;  I  said  that  was  one  cause.  I 
believe  it  still,  and  I  repeat  it ;  I  believe  that  the  ihdiscriminate  pardon  by  Governor 
Bullock  of  persons  convicted  of  crime  has  tended  more  than  any  other  one  thing  to 

f  reduce  and  foster  these  sporadic  cases  of  violence  throughout  all  part«  of  the  State ; 
believe  that,  though  I  may  be  mistaken. 

Question,  What  good  would  the  whipping  of  negroes  by  disguised  men  do  to  correct 
on  evil  of  that  kind  f 

Answer,  They  do  not  propose  to  correct  the  evil  of  the  pardoning  power;  they  pro- 
pose to  punish  crimes,  as  I  understand  it.  But  I  know  nothing  of  Their  organizatioQ, 
if  they  have  one. 

(Question.  Has  the  bad  management  in  regard  to  railroads  in  Georgia  caused  the  com- 
mission of  these  crimes  or  the  organization  of  the  Eu-Klnx  t 

Answer.  1  suppose  not ;  but  I  suppose  that  is  one  cause  of  the  general  feeling  of  dis- 
content there  with  the  republican  party;  not  with  all  the  republican  party,  for  they 
look  upon  that  as  an  extreme  wing  of  that  party ;  a  wing  that  we  call  the  radicals;  that 
begets  uneasiness,  and  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  State  government,  and  to  that 
extent  it  may  cause  the  acts  of  violence  in  these  cases.  I  presume  it  does  enter  as  an 
element  into  their  action  |  to  what  extent  I  cannot  say. 

Question,  You  say  that  is  one  cause  of  whipping  these  men  t 

Answer,  I  have  not  said  it  was  one  cause ;  1  have  said  that  I  believe  it  was  an  ele- 
ment which  entered  into  the  action  of  those  men ;  I  think  it  the  most  natural  thing  in 
the  world,  this  want  of  confidence  in  the  Government ;  I  may  be  mistaken. 

Question,  You  have  referred  to  the  fact  that  certain  persons  labor  under  disabilities 
by  reason  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Is  it  the  fact  that4heee  whippings  and  these  outrages  come  from  that  cause, 
that  these  disguised  men  band  together  for  that  reason  t 

Answer.  1  have  not  said  that.  I  say  it  is  the  fact  that  the  intelligence  and  experience 
and  virtue  of  the  State  are  disfranchised,  and  that  fact  causes  a  feeling  of  opposition 
to  and  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Government.  The  people  say  that  here  is  this  man, 
and  that  man,  and  the  other  man,  whom  they  have  confidence  in,  who  has  experience 
and  ability  of  the  kind  necessary  for  law  making;  and  then  they  say,  here  is  his  negro, 
who  was  a  slave,  and  who  cannot  read  or  write ;  and  yet  he  is  a  member  of  the  lepB- 
lature,  and  makes  the  laws  for  usj  while  the  other  men  cannot  hold  seats  in  the  legto- 
lature ;  that  begets  a  want  of  confidence,  and  to  that  extent  I  have  no  doubt  it  enters 
as  an  clement  into  all  these  outrages.  I  do  not  believe  it  produces  them ;  I  have  no 
idea  it  does,  because  that  would  not  be  the  proper  mode,  as  any  one  con  see,  of  redroB- 
siug  that  sort  of  evil.  ^ 

By  the  CiiAiKMAK,  (Mr.  PooL:r  ^.,^,-,,,,  by  GoOqIc 

Question.  You  live  in  the  city  of  Augusta  f  ^ 

Ansujer,  Yes,  sir. 
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QuesHon.  Do  yoa  know  of  any  ontrages  Cinnmitted  by  disguised  men  ii^that  city  f 

Afuwer,  I  never  have  heard  of  one. 

QuesHan.  Do  you  know  of  any  committed  in  the  county  in  which  that  city  is  situated  t 

Aiuwer.  I  do  not ;  I  cannot  recollect  of  any  just  now,  and  I  do  not  think  that  there 
has  been  any  in  that  county  by  disguised  men. 

Quesium,  Do  you  know  of  any  association  of  men,  secret  in  its  character  in  any 
leapect,  for  political  purposes? 

Atuwer.  None  whatever. 

Quaiion,  You  know  none  of  any  character  t 

Answer,  Ko,  sir.  I  used  to  -belong  to  a  secret  political  oi^nization  myself,  bat  it 
died  out  a  long  time  ago ;  I  was  a  know-nothing ;  but  I  think  there  are  none  of  those 
left  down  there.   I  think  there  is  nothing  of  the  sort  down  there  of  a  political  character. 

QuetUan.  Do  you  know  of  any  political  organization  of  any  sort  connected  with  any 
of  the  outrages  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  Georgia  f  . 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  conversed  with  any  gentleman  of  any  party  who  intimated 
to  you  that  he  belonged  to  an^  secret  political  organization  t 

Answer,  I  have  never  done  it.  I  may  have  conversed  with  gentlemen  who  may  have 
mtended  to  intimate  such  a  thing  to  me,  but  I  was  not  aware  of  it,  if  they  did.  I  know 
nothing  of  any  such  organization. 

Question.  In  speaking  with  those  gentlemen  in  Jefferson  and  in  other  places  where 
some  of  these  outrages  have  been  committed,  did  they  intimate  to  yon  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  any  preconcerted  plan  f 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir. 

Question.  They  did  not  admit  to  you  that  they  had  any  camps  or  meetings  f 

Answer.  O,  no ;  I  never  heard  of  that  in  mv  life. 
Question.    Yon  have  heard  of  nothing  of  that  kind  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  exists :  I  know  it  does  not  in  the  section  of  the  State  where 
I  Uve,  unless  it  is  kept  exceedingly  secret. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  a  |^reat  many  colored  men  being  whipped  by  bands  of 
Az — -^-^  jjj^jj  jjj  (Afferent  localities  of  the  State  f 


Answer.  I  have  not.  There  have  been  some  disturbances  up  about  Rome,  said  to 
have  been  committed  by  disguised  men.  But  Rome  is  in  the  extreme  northwestern 
portion  of  the  State,  upon  the  Alabama  line,  and  I  am  in  the  southeastern  portion  of 
the  State,  on  the  Carolina  line.  I  suppose  I  am  three  hundred  miles  from  Kome,  and 
really  I  am  less  acquainted  there  than  with  any  other  portion  of  the  State. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  anything  about  such  things  in  the  county  of  Clarke  t 

Answer.  Nothing,  except  what  I  have  seen  in  the  testimony  of  Richardson. 

Question.  Is  that  a  county  in  your  circuit  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  an  adjoining  county ;  I  do  not  practice  in  that  county,  and  it 
is  act  in  the  congressional  district  in  which  I  live. 

Question.  Is  the  county  of  Oglethorpe  in  your  district  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  disguised  persons  going  about  at  night  in  that 
coQQty  committing  outrages  upon  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  1  have  never  heard  of  one  there.  I  think  that  perhaps  0]^lethorpe,  Wilkes, 
and  Morgan  are  about  as  free  from  reports  of  that  sort  as  any  counties  in  that  portion 
of  the  State ;  that  is  my  recollection  of  them. 

Queeiion.  In  regard  to  how  many  counties  of  the  State  have  you  heard  reports  of 
that  sort  t 

Answer.  The  county  of  Floyd,  fmd  what  has  been  stated  by  witnesses  in  regard  to 
Chattooga.  I  have  heard  statements  of  that  sort  in  regard  to  Warren,  Jefferson, 
Washington,  and  Columbia;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  any  in  Talia- 
forra    Yoa  mean  whippings  of  negroes  f 

Qu^tion.  I  mean  whippings  of  negroes  by  bands  of  disguised  men. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  heard  of  them  in  the  other  counties ;  I  do  not 
know  of  a  single  case ;  I  do  not  recollect  one  in  which  negroes  have  been  whipped. 
The  outrage  in  Jeflerson  County,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  was  in  regard  to  the  de- 
hvcry  from  jail  of  negroes  who  had  whipped  a  white  roan. 

Quettion*  Have  you  not  heard  decent  men  of  your  party  express  the  opinion  that  the 
operations  of  these  disguised  men  would  affect  the  vote  at  elections  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  have  never  heard  any  such  expression  of  opinion  f 

Amwer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  heard  it. 

Question.  You  have  never  heard  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  the  vote  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  I  saw  it  stated  in  the  evidence  of  some  gentlemen  who 
have  been  before  you,  from  another  part  of  the  State. 

J\ue8tion.  Did  you  never  hear  it  stated  that  the  purpose  was  to  ^keep  the  negroes  in 
er ;  in  due  submission  to  the  whites  f  gitized  by  v 

Answer.  I  have  heard,  as  reasons  given  by  those  who  palliate  the  conduct  of  parties 
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who  bad  comtpitted  offenses  against  the  negroes,  that  the  law  did  not  prot'Oct  them  In 
their  property,  and  that  they  were  forced  to  do  this  thing;  not  by  any  secret  organ- 
ization, for  I  do  not  know  that  anything  of  the  sort  has  existed  in  my  part  of  tbe  State: 
said  indeed  I  do  not  believe  it  does,  with  the  exception  I  have  spokeu  of  to-day.  I 
believe  the  two  men  who  were  convicted  in  Washington  court  the  other  day  for  murder 
belonged  to  a  band  of  outlaws.  I  believe  that  the  man  who  has  been  reprieved  by 
Bullock  is  another  of  that  baud  of  outlaws.  From  the  best  information  I  can  get, 
that  band  numbers  about  fifteen  men,  and  they  operate  over  Georgia  from  opposite 
Abbeville,  South  Carolina,  across  the  State ;  they  have  committed  depredations  Just 
along  that  line. 

Que8ti4m,  Have  you  heard  that  they  went  disguised  T 

Answer,  I  think  sometimes  they  were  disguised ;  when  thoy  committed  tbe  murder 
for  which  they  were  tried  thoy  were  not  disguised ;  but  I  think  I  have  heard  that 
they  had  sometimes  been  disguised.  It  was  supposed  that  a  part  of  this  gang  went 
down  not  far  from  the  county  seat  of  Columbia;  the  case  was  reported  to  me.  But 
they  were  not  disguised  then ;  they  went  there  and  gave  notice  to  a  man's  laborers 
that  they  should  leave  his  place.  They  are  a  reckless,  daring  set.  The  man  followed 
them  the  next  day,  and  tracked  them  through  Lincoln  County  and  across  the  river. 
He  was  satisfied  who  they  were,  though  not  knowing  their  names ;  he  thought  the 
Oxfords  belonged  to  the  party. 

Question,  We  heard  berore  the  war  of  bands  organizing  for  the  purpose  df  committing 
crimes. 

Answer,  I  think  they  are  such  a  band,  though  not  so  extensive,  as  Murrill's  band  was 
some  years  ago.'^ 

Question,  These  things  to  which  I  am  calling  special  attention,  and  which  are  usually 
understood  by  the  term  "  Ku-Klux  outrages,"  where  men  band  themselves  together  ancl 
go  in  disguise  and  commit  outrai^es  upon  colored  persons  and  others,  such  as  scourgings, 
giving  them  notice  to  quit,  drivmg  them  out  of  the  community 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  such  cases  as  that.  There  was  a  case  reported  about  a 
negro  who  was  electM  ordinary  of  Lincoln  County.  I  knew  him  very  well.  He  could 
not  read  or  write.  The  office  of  ordinary  is  an  important  one.  It  has  charge  of  the 
probate  of  wills,  of  assessments  and  disbursements  of  county  taxes.    After  this  negro 

got  his  commission  he  went  to  the  acting  ordinary,  and  said  to  him,  "  Massa  Frank,  I 
ave  been  elected ;  I  don't  want  the  office ;  you  attend  to  it,  and  I  will  attend  to  my 
boat."  It  was  reported  that  the  negro  had  Oeen  driven  from  his  office.  The  truth  is, 
he  virtually  holds  the  commission,  but  he  holds  it  for  the  benefit  of  a  lame  man  who 
has  been  ordinary  for  a  number  of  years,  and  who  has  been  kind  to  him. 

Question.  I  find  that  in  these  cases  where  there  were  only  two  or  three  persons  pres- 
ent the  courts  have  taken  hold  of  them  ? 

Ansvoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  case  where  men  have  been  taken  hold  of  by  the  courts  who 
went  with  a  baud  of  disguised  persons  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  except  the  instance  I  have  given ;  and  I  know  that  Judge 
Twiggs  was  very  energetic  in  that  case. 

Question,  They  have  beenarrested  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  The  difficulty  is  that  if  there  is  any  secret  orpinization,  where  men 
band  themselves  together  and  commit  crimes,  they  take  precautions  to  conceal  it ;  and 
the  difficulty  is  not  iu  punishing  them,  but  in  discovering  them.  If  you  could  discover 
them  anywhere  in  that  section  of  the  State  where  I  live,  they  would  be  punished. 

Question,  If  thoy  do  not  prove  alibis,  or  something  else  f 

Answer,  If  they  prove  that  they  were  innocent,  or  not  guilty,  they  would  not  be 
convicted. 

Question,  It  does  not  follow  that  a  discovery  would  secure  conviction  f 

Ansxoer,  O,  no.  I  mean  that  if  they  were  discovered,  and  there  was  proof  of  their 
guilt  sufficient  to  sustain  conviction,  they  would  be  convicted. 

Ques^n,  Did  you  never  hear  it  said  that  Mr.  Wallace,  who  was  killed  in  the  Darden 
affair,  was  a  chief  of  a  Klan  of  that  sort  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  remember  Wallace  well.    He  was  a  very  gallant  fellow,  the  very 
soul  of  honor.    A  rash,  intemperate  man,  an  excitable  man,  and  I  think  dangerous  when 
aroused.    I  think  he  was  an  honorable  man  in  every  particular. 
/      Question,  You  never  heard  it  charged  that  he  was  a  chief  of  what  is  commonly 
called  the  Ku-Klux  organization  f  ^ 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  There  have  been  frequeut  murders  in  Gteorgia :  have  you  ever  before  heard 
of  a  rising  of  the  people  to  punish  a  murderer,  as  they  did  in  the'^Darden  case  f 

AnB%Fer,  I  do  not  remember.  I  remember  a  case  that  occurred  in  Missouri ;  I  had  an 
uncle  that  was  killed  there  by  a  negro  many  years  ago,  and  the  negro  was  taken  and 
burned  openly.  ^  j 

Question.  Was  not  Mr.  Darden  a  man  of  respectable  standing  t^y  vjOOQIC 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  a  very  clever  gentleman,  as  &r  as  I  know. 
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QnesUon.  Was  there  any  special  atrocity  attached  to  the  murder  by  him  above  that 
of  others  f 

Anmoer,  O,  yes ;  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  cold-blooded  assassination,  a  creeping  np 
and  shooting  a  man  without  his  knowing  about  it.  If  Darden  had  met  Wallace  on  the 
Btreety  after  the  orim  ination  and  recrimination  that  had  passed  between  them,  and  they 
had  actually  drawn  and  fought,  and  Wallace  had  fallen,  there  would  have  been  no 
trouble  in  that  case,  for  Darden  was  altogether  as  respectable  and  well  thought  of  in 
that  community  as  Wallace ;  he  had  family  connections  there,  and  Wallace  had  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  extraordinary  turning  out  of  the  people,  their  applying 
£re  to  the  jail  in  order  to  get  it  open  so  that  they  could  get  the  man,  had  no  connection 
with  Wallace  being  a  member  of  the  KJan  who  came  there  to  revenge  his  death  t 

Answer,  1  never  heard  any  such  thing  intimated  before. 

Qttestwn,  You  said  that  two  white  men  had  been  convicted  for  murdering  negroes  in 
jour  State.  ^ 

Answer,  I  said  within  my  own  knowle<lge. 

QuesHcn*  Will  you  give  us  some  of  the  circumstances  attending  those  murders  t 

AMSwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUan,  Well,  take  the  first  case. 

Answer,  That  was  a  case  in  which  the  party  was  convicted  for  manslaughter.  The 
facts  were  these :  a  man  had  been  to  a  railroad  station,  driving  a  wagon,  and  had 
become  intoxicated.  That  was  in  the  last  of  July,  1868.  He  became  very  drunk,  and 
started  homer  They  met  a  negro  on  the  road  who  had  a  water-melon,  and  he  got  down 
and  applied  to  the  negro  to  buy  it.  Some  words  ensued — the  witnesses  did  not  hear 
the  words— and  a  scnme  followed.  He  ^ot  the  water-melon  from  the  negro  and  returned 
to  the  wagon,  and  was  about  to  put  it  m  the  wagon,  when  the  negro  caught  him  by 
the  arm  and,  as  one  witness  stated,  said  to  him,  *^  No  white  scoundrel  shall  treat  me  in 
this  way,"  and  jerked  the  white  man  from  the  wagon.  The  white  man  pushed  him 
down,  and  as  he  raised  himself  and  made  a  charce  again,  he  drew  a  pistol  from  his 
pocket,  or  from  his  belt,  and  struck  the  negro  on  the  head ;  the  blow  was  so  heavy  that 
li  killed  the  negro. 

Question,  He  did  not  shoot  him  ? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir;  and  the  idea  of  the  jury  was  that  as  he  had  the  pistol,  and  it  was 
loaded,  and  he  did  not  attempt  to  shoot  the  negro  with  it,  it  showed  that  he  did  not 
kave  any  idea  of  committing  murder. 

Question.  What  was  the  other  case  f 

Answer,  1  did  not  hear  the  de\'eloj)ment  of  the  testimony :  I  left  before  it  was  finished. 
The  judge,  ^ho  was  a  friend  of  mine,  told  me  about  it.  He  said  the  evidence  showed 
that  it  was  a  cold-blooded  murder.  The  negro  was  living  on  the  plantation  of  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Brantley.  He  had  had  a  difficulty  with  the  brother-in-law  of  the 
accused,  and  some  rough  words  passed  between  them.  It  came  to  the  ears  of  the 
accused,  and  he  became  very  much  enraged,  and  went  to  the  cabin  where  the  negro 
was,  cominenced  an  altercation  with. him,  and  drew  a  pistol  and  shot  him  through  the 
head. 

Question,  What  was  the  standing  of  these  white  men  in  that  community  T 

Answer.  Very  bad;  they  were  beHeyed  to  be  of  this  gang  of  men  who  were  com- 
mitting outrages  across  that  belt  of  country. 

Question.  Were  they  men  of  proi)erty  T 

Answer,  They  had  some  means,  and  they  were  ably  defended.  One  of  them  married 
a  lady  in  Burke  County  who  had  some  property.  The  one  who  was  convicted  of 
murder  had  a  bill  for  murder  against  him  m  Hancock  County,  another  in  Washington 
County,  and  another  in  another  county.  It  is  said  that  that  fellow,  James  Oxford,  has 
killed  thirteen  men ;  it  is  said  that  he  has  boasted  Of  it.    He  is  an  outlaw. 

Question,  Suppose  a  negro  should  be  killed  by  a  man  of  respectability,  standing,  and 
influence  in  your  community;  do  you  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  convict- 
ing him  for  it  t 

Answer,  I  think  there  would  be ;  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  convict  a  man  any- 
where that  I  know  of,  under  our  law,  who  has  standing  and  influence,  backed  by 
money ;  it  is  a  veiy  difficult  thing  to  do.  I  have  tried  it  a  number  of  tiroes,  and  I 
have  generally  failed,  when  there  was  no  politics  in  it  and  no  question  of  race  in  it. 

Question,  You  think  it  would  be  more  .difficult  to  convict  mm  of  the  murder  of  a 
negro  than  it  would  be  to  convict  him  of  the  murder  of  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  hardlv  be  so  now ;  it  might  have  been  some  time  ago,  but 
I  think  the  prejudice  is  dying  out  in  our  State. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  election  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  as  I  understood  you, 
where  there  were  two  places  of  polling,  one  for  the  colored  people  and  the  other  for 
white  men.  And  you  say  that  at  the  colored  poll  no  negro  could  safely  vote  the 
domocratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  I,  myself,  heard  terrible  denunciations  of  them ;  negroes, 
with  bludgeons  in  their  hands,  were  standing  at  the  gate  through  which  t)iey  went  to 
the  polling  place,  swearing  vengeance  iM^ainst  any  damned  negro  who  would  vote  the 
democratic  ticket,  swearing  that  they  should  not  live  in  that  town. 

19  G 
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QueaUon,  Do  you  suppose  a  negro  could  have  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  th© 
white  box  t 

Answer.  No ;  if  it  had  been  known.  I  think  they  would  have  told  him  to  go  to  the 
place  provided  for  his  race ;  but  republicans  did  vote  at  the  white  box. 

Question,  They  allowed  negroes  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  there  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  because  they  were  prevented  by  their  own  race  from  voting  at 
their  own  box.  If  republicans  had  driven  off  republicans  from  their  box,  which  is  not 
probable,  they  would  have  been  permitted  to  vote  at  the  other  box.  But  republican 
tickets  by  negroes  would  have  been  rejected  at  the  white  box  upon  the  ground  that 
they  had  a  place  where  they  could  vote  without  molestation.  Democratic  negroea 
were  allowed  to  vote  at  the  white  box  because,  although  they  had  a  place  provid^  for 
them,  they  were  not  permitted  to  vote  the  'democratic  ticket  there. 

Question,  You  said  something  about  Mr.  Hurlburt.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  was 
guilty  of  fraud  in  the  manipulation  of  the  ballot-boxes  t 

Answer,  I  mean  to  say  that  is  the  general  opinion  throughout  the  State ;  I  have 
charged  it  in  my  paper,  and  I  think  I  have  ha<l  some  evidence  of  it.  It  has  been 
charged  generally  tliroughout  the  State,  and  Mr.  Hurlburt  has  kept  very  quiet  about 
it.  There  is  no  sensible  man  in  Georgia  who  does  not  believe  that  General  Gordon  was 
elected  by  seven  or  eight  thousand  majority,  while  Bullock  was  counted  in  by  ajxint 
that  much.  We  may  be  mistaken,  but  that  is  our  belief  about  it. 

Question,  We  have  had  it  in  evidence  here  that  there  were  some  stakes  sold  to 
negroes,  and  they  were  told  that  that  would  entitle  them  to  land  in  one  instance.  I 
observed  that  you  state  that  "  they  "  sold  the  stakes  to  negroes.  Have  you  heard  of  it 
in  more  than  one  instance  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  it  in  more  than  ten  or  twenty  places.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  trde  or  not.  I  saw  one  stake  in  one  county  that  a  gentleman  said  had 
been  planted  by  a  negro  in  his  field ;  it  was  very  fancifully  gotten  up. 

Question,  In  what  county  was  that? 

Answer,  In  Burke  County. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  them  in  any  other  counties f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  Jefferson,  Washington,  and  otner  counties.  I  think  there  were 
very  few  purties  enga^e<l  in  that  disreputable  business ;  only  some  carpet-baggers  jast 
going  through,  who  did  that  to  make  some  money  out  of  the  negroes.  I  state  it  merely 
to  show  the  extent  of  the  credulity  of  the  negroes  j  and  I  think  there  were  quite  a 
number  of  cases  of  that  kind. 

Question,  You  said  something  about  two  negroes,  one  named  Robert  E.  Lee  and  on* 
named  Robert  Lee.    Was  Robert  Lee  a  negro  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  how  he  voted  j  he  was  a  native  of  the  county  and  under  the 
influence  of  white  men,  and,  I  presume,  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Robert  E.  Lee  was  a  republican  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  what  he  was;  I  cannot  say  as  to  that.  He  was  carried  up 
there  from  Augusta  by  Sherman ;  nobody  in  the  county  ever  knew  him  or  heard  of 
him  before.   I  suppose,  from  his  surroundings,  that  he  was  a  republican. 

Question.  You  are  under  the  impression  that  Robert  Lee  was  a  democrat  ? 

Ansujer.  1  think  so,  from  the  fact  that  he  was  in  good  hands. 

Question.  You  mean  by  "  good  hands"  that  he  was  controlled  by  democrats  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  they  undertook  to  take  Robert  E.  Lee  up  there T 

A7iswer.  I  understood  the  commission  was  to  Robert  Lee. 

Question.  You  say  that  Robert  E.  Lee  was  appointed  t 

Ansiver.  I  say  that  Mr.  Sherman  took  liim  up  there  and  said  he  was  the  man.  They 
had  found  a  man  named  Robert  Lee,  and  he  had  been  acting  for  about  an  hour,  when 
another  man  came  up  and  represented  that  he  was  the  one  who  had  been  commis- 
sioned. 

Question.  Had  there  been  any  search  for  Robert  E.  Leef 

Ansu?er.  1  think  not. 

Question.  Do  you  thiuk  there  is  any  doubt  that  Robert  E.  Lee  was  the  man  intended  to 
be  appointed  f 

Answer.  I  have  very  little  doubt  that  he  was  the  man. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  white  men  who  had  got  Robert  Lee  there  had  that 
belief! 

Answer,  do  not  supp  ose  they  had  any  belief  of  that  sort ;  they  were  conscientfons 
in  desii'in  g  to  have  a  man  there  in  order  that  the  election  might  go  on.  They  saw  tJiat  the 
two  commissioners  appointed  by  the  ordinary  had  not  been  confirmed  j  there  were  two 
there  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  they  wanted  a  third  man  in  order 
to  make  a  majority  of  the  board,  so  that  the  election  might  go  on.  I  think  they  were 
conscientious  in  having  Lee  sworn  in ;  I  do  not  know  whether,  after  the  other  man 
came  up,  they  were  satisfied  he  was  the  right  man  or  not. 

Question.  Who  made  the  appointment  of  Robert  Lee  t  {^  ] 

Answer.  The  governor,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  sem^^d  by  VjOOQ IC 
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Que8tion,  Did  it  not  strike  the  people  as  strange  that  the  governor  should  appoint 
one  single  democratic  negro  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  the  neno  was  a  democrat :  I  cannot  assume  that  he  was. 

Questum,  Tou  say  you  were  under  the  impression  that  ne  was  t 
Ariswer,  I  am  under  the  impression  from  his  surroundings  that  he  Toted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  that  day. 

Question,  How  many  democratic  negroes  are  there  in  that  county  t 
Answer.  I  suppose  tiiat  at  an  election  to-morrow 

Question.  I  mean  at  that  time. 

Answer.  There  were  some  negroes  who  were  democrats.' 

Question.  Has  there  not  been  a  contention  between  negroes  and  planters  there ;  some 
of  them,  at  least,  in  regard  to  their  contracts  about  their  portions  of  the  crops,  their 
wages,  &c.  t 

Ansu^er.  None  that  ever  came  under  my  observation ;  I  have  heard  that  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  getting  negroes  to  understand  in  the  division  of  the  crops  what  was  their 
share,  and  frequently  they  have  to  call  in  a  mutual  fiiond  to  explain  it  to  the  negroes. 
A  negro  thinks  that  one-tenth  is  more  than  one-third,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  mak« 
him  believe  otherwise  ;  you  would  have  to  get  very  strong  proof  to  make  him  believe 
that  one-tenth  is  not  more  than  one-third.  The  difficulty  in  making  these  settlements 
grows  out  of  the  fact  that  the  negroes  do  not  understand  these  things ;  and  they  think, 
too,  that  the  white  man  will  cheat  oira  ;  they  look  upon  the  white  man  as  having  cheated 
them  all  their  lives.  That  is  the  trouble  with  them  j  I  have  had  that  difficulty  myself;  I 
have  planted  on  shares  with  negroes.  . 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  serious  difficulty  on  that  account  t 

Answer^  No,  sir ;  I  have  heard  white  men  express  a  great  deal  of  impatience  at  the 
conduct  of  the  negroes  for  not  understanding  their  contracts. 

Question,  When  these  misunderstandings  occur  in  regard  to  settlements,  do  the 
wWtes  allow  the  negro  to  stand  up  for  his  rights  and  insist  upon  them  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  negro  will  stand  up  and  talk  for  his  rights  for  five  cents,  as 
strongly  as  any  white  man  would.  *They  do  not  do  it  offensively,  and  they  will  not  per- 
mit a  white  man  to  do  it  offensively. 

Question,  Yon  think  there  is  no  difference  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  quite  likely  a  white  man  would  take  a  little  more  from  a  white 
man  than  he  wonld  from  a  negro ;  I  think  it  natural  that  he  would :  but  a  negro  is  not 
prevented  from  asserting  his  rights  in  a  proper  way,  and  as  strongly  and  persistently 
as  he  chooses. 

Question.  You  think  there  is  no  more  disposition  to  take  any  thing  irom  a  negro  in 
those  cases  than  in  any  other  ca^e  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  man  being  convicted  of  a  rape,  and  the  judge  gave  the 
lowest  punishment  which  the  law  allowed  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  that  t 

Answer.  Judge  Gibson ;  appointed  by  Goternor  Bullock. 

Question.  Is  ne  a  native  ot  Georgia  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  was  a  colonel  in  the  confederate  service,  in  my  brigade,  for  a 
long  time,  and  was  wounded  and  captured  at  Gettysburg. 

Question.  Is  he  a  good  lawyer  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  like  to  si)eak  disparagingly  of  those  in  authority,  but  I 
would  say  he  was  not  a  good  lawyer. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  character,  honesty,  and  good  sense  f 

Answer.  He  had  that  before  the  war  and  during  the  war. 

•  QuesUon.  Do  you  know  of  any  act  of  his  since  then  by  which  he  should  forfeit  that 
character,  other  than  his  becoming  a  republican  f 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  act ;  I  would  dislike  very  much  to  8x>eak  of  rumors  which  I 
have  heard  of  him  ;  I  prefer  not  to  do  it. 

Question.  You  think  the  judge  acted  improperly  in  making  that  punishment  as  light 
as  he  did  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that ;  it  was  a  matter  of  discretion  on  his  part ;  I  only  gave  it 
a8  an  instance  to  show  that  negroes  are  not  severely  punished.  I  do  not  know  u  I  had 
been  on  the  bench  myself  that  I  would  not  have  given  him  the  same  punishment.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  anything  was  done  wrongly  in  that  case;  I  only  referred  to 
that  to  show  that  negroes  are  not  punished  extremely. 

Question.  That  did  not  go  t>o  show  that  there  was  any  difficulty  in  punishing  a  negro 
properly  who  had  committed  a  crime  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  only  gave  it  as  an  instance  to  show  that  there  is  no  disposition  on 
the  part  of  our  people  to  deal  extremely  with  the  negroes. 

Question.  What  was  there  about  that  case  that  mitigated  it ;  was  the  .woman  of  bad 
character?  C^  \ 

.Anstcer.  No,  sir;  she  was  a  woman  of  good  character.        Digitized  by  VjOOQI€ 
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Question,  There  must  have  been  some  mitigating  cironmstance  t 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  what  it]  wa« :  she  was  a  woman  of  low  position  in  •ooiety, 
and  such  a  proceeding  would  not  haye  oeen  so  great  a  shock  to  her,  perhaps,  as  to  one 
of  higher  refinement. 

QuMon.  It  really  was  not  a  rax>e,  hut  simply  an  attempt  to  commit  a  rai>e  t 

Answer.  It  was  an  attempt ;  I  think  that  such  things  as  that  ought  to  haye  B(Hne 
weight  in  ioflictiug  punishment  for  crime ;  the  shock  or  such  a  thing  would  not  have 
been  so  great  as  for  one  of  higher  refinement. 

Queslion,  Why  do  you  think  it  cost  the  State  |8,000  to  publish  this  letter  of  GoTemor 
Bullock's  to  this  committee  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  did  cost  the  State  a  cent. 

Question.  You  said  pretty  broadly  that  it  did. 

Anmcer.  I  stated  that  was  the  rumor ;  I  don't  know  what  it  cost.  You  have  asked 
nie  about  what  I  have  heard ;  this  4s  the  first  court  I  have  ever  been  in  where  hearsay 
testimony  was  taken ;  but  it  seems  to  me  I  have  been  upon  that  line  pretty  generally 
to-day. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  upon  a  grand  jury  T 

Answer.  1  haver  never  been  j  I  have  been  a  lawyer  all  my  life. 

Question.  Well,  its  a  lawyer,  you  know  that  where  they  are  not  trying  a  man  they 
take  different  testimony. 

Answer.  I  only  stated  that  I  heard  it  cost  $8,000 ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  cost  a  cent, 
but  I  believe  it  did. 

Question.  And  you  believe  that  it  was  paid  out  of  the  State  treasury  f 

Answer.  1  do. 

Question.  Why! 

Answer.  Because  he  has  paid  just  such  jobs  out  of  the  State  treasury.  I  gave  one 
instance — one  job. 

Question.  What  was  that  t 

Answer.  A  publication  of  the  notices  of  appointment  of  district  judges  and  district 
attorneys,  and  the  publication  of  pardons. 

Question,  Is  not  that  all  legitimate  f 

Answer.  If  you  send  an  advertisement  to  me  that  occupies  a  square,  and  I  make  it 
occupy  twenty  s(^uares,  that  would  not  be  proper. 

Question.  That  is  not  a  wrong  charge,  but  an  overcharge  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  was  proper  to  pay  for  that  publication  of  the  list  of  pardons  and  the 
appointments  of  the  judges  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  one  paper. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  connected  with  this  letter  of  Gk>vemor  Bullock  to  Sen- 
ator Scott  that  should  require  that  much  expense  in  its  printing  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  Bullock  regards  that  as  a  great  State  paper.  He  takes  high,  Jef- 
fersonian  ground  in  that  letter ;  betakes  a  great  deal  of  pride,  I  think,  in  letting  people 
know  what  he  has  said  in  that  letter. 

Question.  It  is  not  connected  with  his  official  duties  t 

Answer,  1  am  aware  of  that ;  but  you  had  addressed  him  officially,  and  he  has  replied 
officially.  He  was  protecting  the  general  character  of  the  State,  defending  it  against 
the  movements  of  tins  committee.  I  have  no  doubt  he  aspires  to  occupy  a  position 
similar  to  that  of  Governor  Troup  in  the  Cherokee- matter. 

Question,  He  wants  to  follow  the  example  of  Governor  Troup,  and  improve  upon  it  f 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  You  really  do  not  know  whether  he  is  paying  for  this  publication  out  of 
the  State  money  or  not  f 

Answer.  1  do  not. 

Question.  You  say  ho  sent  it  to  you  for  publication  in  your  papier  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  a  gentleman  whom  I  know  to  be  his  private  secretary  sent  it 
tome. 

Question,  Did  he  send  it  to  you  as  his  private  secretary  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  the  letter  was  written  upon  paper  with  executive  letter-heads. 

Question.  He  did  not  send  it  to  you  officially  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  told  you  to  send  the  account  to  himf 

Answir.  Yes,  sir.  If  it  had  been  signed  officially,  perhaps  I  would  not  have  pub- 
Ushedit. 

Question.  If  it  had  been  signed  officially,  the  account  would  have  had  to  be  sent  to 
another  officer  of  the  government  f 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  Bullock  has  broken  up  that  system. 

Question,  Did  you  publish  any  of  his  proclamations  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  think  the  newspapers  that  did  publish  them  made^them  ooeapy  too 

much  space  t  uigitizedby  V^i 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  general  proclamations  in  regard  to  crimes  committed  by  dis- 
guised men  f 

Anstper.  Yes,  sir.  Let  me  tell  you  of  one  proclamation  offering$5,000  for  a  man  who 
liad  committed  an  offense  against  a  negro  in  Hancock  County.  There  never  had  been 
any  warrant  issued,  or  any  attempt  made  to  aiTest  him.  The  negro  and  the  white  man 
had  had  a  fight,  and  Bollock  offered  this  immense  reward  for  this  arrest.  The  man  had 
never  fled ;  the  warrant  was  issued,  and  he  came  up  and  had  his  examination  before  the 
magistrate,  or  rather  gave  bond  to  appear  in  court ;  I  believe  he  gave  bond  for  $500, 
and  he  and  the  negro  settled  the  case  iu  an  hour  afterwards.  ' 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  anybody  get  the  reward? 

Ansictr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  got  it  ? 

Answer.  It  was  supposed  the  man  got  a  good  part  of  it  and  divided  it  with  the  negro. 
There  was  another  case  of  $5,000  reward  offered  for  the  arrest  of  some  persons  who  went 
in  disgnise  in  Chattooga.  The  sheriff  of  that  county,  whose  dut^  il  was  to  make  the 
arrest,  had  the  information  in  his  hands  upon  which  to  make  it.  But  throuc^h  his 
friends — I  believe  the  solicitor  was  connected  with  it — ^he  had  this  large  reward  onered. 
And  the  sheriff,  with  the  information  aU  the  time,  arrested  the  jkarties,  drew  the 
reward,  and  divided  it  with  the  solicitor. 

Question.  Who  was  that  solicitor  T 

Answer.  His  name  was  Forsyth. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Fish,  who  was  killed ;  how  was  that  t 

Answer.  Fish  was.  a  lawyer  of  position  and  character,  a  gentleman,  a  republican,  and 
an  honest  man.  He  was  appointed  district  judge.  A  mah  by  the  name  of  Arnold  was 
-an  applicant  for  the  same  appointment,  a  pronounced  radical,  and  belonged  to  the 
Blodgett  faction.  Fish,  who  received  the  appointment,  was  a  gentleman,  a  lawyer  in 
good  standing,  and  of  great  experience,  had  been  a  lawyer  for  twenty-odd  years ;  he 
was  highly  connected  in  the  State.  Arnold  was  embittered  at  his  rejeetion  and  the 
apiK>intment  of  Fish.  Fish,  as  a  lawyer,  had  brought  a  lilwl  of  divorce  against  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Holsenbake,  had  brought  a  libel  for  the  wife  of  Holsenbake.  Holsen- 
bake's  wifb  was  said  to  have  been  a  very  attractive  and  fascinating  woman.  There  was 
some  talk  of  an  improper  intimacy  between  her  and  Fish,  her  attorney.  And  Arnold 
got  Holsenbake  to  kill  Fish  on  account  of  that ;  that  was  the  case. 

Question.  That  was  a  private  difficulty  f 

Answer.  Altogether. 

Question.  It  had  no  connection  with  any  bands  of  disguised  men  T 

An»u>er.  None  at  all.  That  was  the  case  where  I  said  Governor  Bullock  employed 
two  democratic  lawyers  to  prosecute,  to  each  of  whom  he  gave  $1,000. 

Question.  Do  you  know  wliat  was  the  amount  of  debt  contracted  by  the  State  at  the 
close  of  the  rebellion,  generaUy  denominated  the  war  debt  t 

Answer:  I  cannot  say  how  much  was  the  State  issue  of  treasury  notes  by  Governor 
Brown ;  but  I  think  it  was  from  four  to  six  millions  of  dollars. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  altogether  t 

Answer.  All  the  debt  contracted  during  the  war. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  State  issue. 

Answer.  There  were  two  and  a  half  or  three  millions  issued  on  two  different  occa- 
sions, making,  perhaps,  six  or  eight  millions  of  dollars  altogether.  That  debt  has  all 
been  repudiated. 

Question.  Did  thoy  issue  bonds  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  They  issued  treasury  notes,  as  the^  were  called — State-issue  notes. 

Question.  Did  you  not  state  that  they  also  issued  a  circulating  medium  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  1  am  speaking  of. 

^estion.  Were  not  regular  bonds  first  issued,  with  coupons  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  ther<i  were ;  I  was  not  in  the  State  during  the  war,  but  my 
impression  is  there  were  none  issued.  There  was  a  very  considerable  addition  to  oar 
funded  debt  just  after  the  war  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  poor  and  destitute  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  State.  Both  armies  nad  been  operating  in  Cherokee  Greorgia,  in 
our  State,  and  there  was  a  famine  among  the  people  there.  The  State  appropriated  a 
large  amount,  and  Governor  Jenkitis  expended  it. 

Question*  That  was  after  the  war  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  We  spent  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  keep  the  people 
from  starving  that  year. 

Question.  You  spoke  rather  sharply  of  General  Terry's  action  in  regard  to  the  legisla- 
ture. 

Answer.  I  did  not  intend  to  speak  so ;  I  tried  to  bear  in  mind  not  to  speak  evil  of 
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those  in  authority.    I  differed  in  opinion  with  General  Terry  as  to  his  power  as  a  mili- 
tary commander  there. 

Qiieation,  Was  any  man  turned  out  of  the  legislature  unless  obnoxious  to  the  proTis- 
ions  of  the  reconstruction  acta  imposing  disabilities  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  anv  one  who  was  turned  out  without  some  excuse  of  that 
sort ;  they  trumped  up  something ;  they  had  an  accusation  against  every  one. 

Question,  The  men  claim  that  they  were  charged  wrongfully  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  we  think  we  proved  it. 

Quesiian,  They  said  they  did  not  hold  oflSces  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHan,  And  you  think  your  proof  was  disregarded  f 

Answer,  I  do.  If  you  want  my  opinion  further,  I  believe  it  was  disregarded  with  a 
view  to  control  that  branch  of  the  legislature ;  the  senate  was  safe  for  the  radicals.  I 
do  not  think  General  Terry  was  engaged  in  that  disreputable  conduct,  but  I  think 
other  parties  were. 

'   Question,  You  were  engaged  actively  in  defending  the  right  of  those  men  to  their 
seats  f  , 

Ansu^er,  Yes,  sir.  I  was  a  member  of  the  executive  conmiittee ;  and  I  employed 
counsel,  and  acted  with  them  in  the  case. 

Question,  Can  you  name  any  man  who  was  turned  out  of  his  seat  because  he  was 
said  to  have  lield  an  oflBce  before  the  war,  when  he  did  not  hold  it  T 

Answer,  1  think  that  Mr.  Welboum  had  no  office  before  the  war. 

Question,  What  office  did  they  allege  that  he  had  held  t 

Ansv^er,  That  he  had  held  the  office  of  librarian ;  we  had  no  such  office  in  the 
State. 

Qt^siion,  Was  not  that  a  matter  susceptible  of  proof? 

Answer,  We  thought  so.  We  had  Governor  Brown  asawitneas;  he  was  librarian 
under  Governor  Brown. 

Question.  Was  he  librarian  ? 

Answer,  He  had  charge  of  the  library ;  but  there  was  no  such  office  known  to  our 
statutes  as  librarian ;  there  was  no  conmiission  Issued  for  such  an  office. 
,  Question,  There  was  no  dispute  as  to  the  fact — — 

Answer,  That  he  had  charge  of  the  library  t 

Question,  You  did  not  dispute  the  fact  that  he  discharged  the  duties  of  librarian  7 

Answer,  That  he  had  charge  of  the  library  under  app(Hntment  of  Governor  Brown. 

Question,  You  contended  that,  as  a  matter  of  law,  tnat  was  not  an  office  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  was  not  an  office  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  He  did  not  take  any  oath  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  and  he  had  no  particular  appointment ;  he  was  just  in  the  employ 
of  the  governor,  who  put  him  in  to-day  and  could  turn  hmi  out  to-morrow.  That  was 
the  governor's  own  statement  before  this  board. 

By  the  Chaihman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  It  was  simply  a  legal  question  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  thought  I  knew  just  about  as  much  about  the  law  as  those 
gentlemen  who  were  sitting  there  as  majors  and  colonels ;  that  I  ought  to  know  as 
much  about  it  as  they  did,  K>r  their  lives  had  been  devoted  to  another  branch  of  the 
service,  and  mine  to  the  legal  profession.  \ 

Question.  CB,n  you  give  us  an  instance  of  any  case  where  a  man  was  turned  out  upon 
the  allegation  that  ho  held  a  position  which  he  really  did  not  hold  f 

Ansicer.  They  were  all  charged  with  holding  an  office ;  we  denied  the  fact  that  they 
held  an  office.  I  remember  the  case  of  Mr.  Anderson,  notably  rather  a  strong  case;  he 
was  a  notary  public. 

Question.  Nobody  disputed  the  fact  that  he  had  been  a  notary  public  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Your  dispute  was  only  as  to  the  matter  of  law ;  that  it  was  not  such  an 
office  as  was  contemplated  under  the  reconstruction  acts  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  the  ground  of  dispute  in  every  case  T 

Answer,  I  thiuk  so.  I  remember  another  case  where  a  man  had  been  a  butcher;  he 
was  turned  out. 

QuestMn,  Why  was  he  turned  out  t 

Answer,  Because  they  said,  being  a  butcher,  he  had  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
rebellion.  His  butcher-i>en  had  been  seized,  and  after  it  was  seized  the  evidence  was 
that  he  had  cut  the  throats  of  the  bullocks,  or  had  it  done,  rather  than  let  the  soldiers 
go  in  there  and  do  it. 

Question,  He  had  held  an  office  t  ^ 

AnMwer,  I  think  not ;  I  do  not  remember  that  he  had  held  any  office. 
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« 

4iue9iion,  In  bis  case  the  effort  was  to  show  that  he  had  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
rebellion  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question .  Did  it  not  require  two  facts  to  be  showtt,  that  an  office  had  been  held,  and 
that  aid  and  comfort  had  been  given  to  the  rebellion  f 

Answer,  V  think  so. 

Question,  It  was  not  alleged  that  the  trade  of  bntoher  was  an  office  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  ' 

Question,  Your  complaint  of  General  Terry  and  those  decisions  is  that  he  held  cer- 
tain i>ositions  as  making  a  man  amenable  to  that  disfranchisement  which  you  thought 
in  law  were  not  such  as  were  intended  by  the  law  to  make  a  man  amenable  to  disfi^- 
chisement  f 

Answer.  That  was  one  objection ;  we  said  he  had  no  buFiness  in  the  matter  at  all. 

Question,  Suppose  he  had  authority,  that  was  the  complaint  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  As  to  his  having  the  authority,  that  is  a  different  and  distinct  question  t 

Answer,  I  believe  it  is  usual  for  a  party  to  call  in  question  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  if  such  a  question  can  be  raised. 

Question,  That  was  a  distinct  issue  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  There  is  another  branch  of  that,  and  perhaps  you  stated  it  a  little  more 
broadly  than  you  intended  when  you  stated  that  it  was  regarded  by  republicans  and 
democrats  as  an  executive  usurpation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  it  was  generally  regarded  so  by  both  parties  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  so  understood ;  perhaps  I  should  have  qualified  it  in  this 
^ay.  it  was  generally  regarded  so  by  the  democrats,  and  the  leading  republicans  of 
the  State  also  regarded  it  so ;  in  other  words,  all  republicans  outside  of  the  Bullock- 
JBlodgett  ring. 

Question,  They  regarded  it  as  an  executive  usurpation  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  had  conversations  with  some  of  them  while  the  thing  was  going 
on,  and  I  talked  freely  with  them  about  it.  I  would  like  to  be  understood ;  there  are 
^ome  republicans  in  Georgia  who  are  very  offensive  to  us,  and  they  are  men  who 
belong  to  what  is  called  the  Bullock  faction.  Those  men  are  not  regarded  as  reputable 
characters,  they  are  not  received  socially  by  good  people.  But  there  are  others  like 
Judge  Andrews,  Judge  Warner,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Foster,  and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen, 
leading  men,  who  are  so  received. 

Question,  There  is  a  Bryant  faction  also  t  • 

Answer,  1  do  not  know ;  Bryant  is  a  carpet-bagger,  but  I  think  he  sides  with  the 
resectable  portion  of  the  republican  party. 
Question,  There  is  still  a  subdivision,  lea  by  Senator  Hill  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  Hill  cooperates  in  his  views  with  the  belter  portion  of  the 
republican  party.  I  think  Bryant  does  so  also,  because  he  thought  he  could  make 
more  out  of  it. 

Quwtion,  Bryant  and  Hill  belong  to  the  same  faction  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir^ 

Question,  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  if  general  amnesty  were  adopted  there 
would  be  no  further  cause  of  complaint  regarding  tnese  Ku-Elux  outrages  in  Georgia  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  intend  to  say  that^  and  I  do  not  think  I  said  it.  I  said  this :  that 
if  this  disfranchisement  were  taken  off  our  people,  there  would  be  no  further  complaint 
Jagainst  the  Government.  They  do  complain  of  the  Government  now ;  they  say  the 
Government  has  placed  them  in  a  terrible  condition  there ;  has  taken  away  firom  them 
the  talent  and  experience  of  the  country,  and  has  turned  them  adrift  at  the  mercy  of 
•carpet-baggers  and  scalawags.  I  do  believe  if  the  disfranchisement  under  the  four- 
teenth amendment  were  lifted  from  our  people  you  would  hear  of  no  more  trouble  of 
any  sort. 

Question,  None  of  these  outrages  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  there  would  be  these  sporadic  cases ;  but  you  would  never  hear  of 
any  complaints  against  the  Government — none  of  that  bitterness  expressed  that  you 
occasionally  hear  expressed  there.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  generally  felt,  but  it  is  only 
occasionally  expressed.  I  feel  it  very  intensely  myself,  though  I  do  not  express  it,  for 
it  does^ot  operate  upon  me  particularly.  I  think  the  Government  is  doing  itself  wrong. 
Question,  It  does  not  strike  you,  because  you  did  not  happen  to  hold  an  office  before 
the  war  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  fact.  As  far  as  I  am  individually  concerned,  if  I  had  ambition, 
It  would  be  to  my  benefit,  for  it  would  cut  off  competition.  But  I  do  not  want  to  live 
where  there  is  no  competition,  where  talent  is  proscribed. 

^Question,  It  would  out  off  competition  with  members  of  your  own  pcurty/lv/^/jTp 

pdnswer.  Yes,  sir.  ^^^i^ 

jfiuestion.  Have  there  been  many  men  relieved  from  disabilities  in  your  State? 
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Answer,  I  think  not.  I  have  seen  the  list,  and  I  think  it  amoonts  to  two  or  three 
hundred. 

Question,  Have  there  heen  general  applications  to  Congress  for  relief  t 

Anstcer,  I  think  not.  * 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  Congress  ever  refused  to  relieve  those  who  affiled  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sjr. 

Question.  Haa  any  hill  heen  rejected  for  relieving  people  in  Georgia  firom  disabilities  f 

Ansvoer,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  hiU  was  rejected  or  not ;  out  I  have  a  case  in 
mind  now,  a  Mend  of  mine,  whose  name  was  here  in  a  general  bilL  After  his  appli- 
cation was  sent,  and  pending  the  hill,  he  unfortunately  wrote  a  letter  which  did  not 
please  Governor  Bullock,  and  his  name  was  taken  out  of  the  bill  that  was  passed. 

QiuBstion,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  case  where  a  man  was  rejected  who  had  made 
application  to  Conmss  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  Know  that  I  can  recollect  any  other. 

Question,  Has  Judge  Wright  ever  made  application  for  relief! 

Answer,  1  cannot  say  as  to  him. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Governor  Johnson's  case  as  a  hard  case ;  has  he  asked  to  be 
relieved  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  he  has.  I  have  talked  a  little  with  Gkrvemor  Johnson, 
hut  I  never  heard  him  say.  , 

Question.  There  have  heen  a  great  many  people  from  your  State  relieved  npon  appli- 
cation f 

Ansu>er.  Not  a  great  many,  considering  the  numher  of  those  there  who  are  djofraa^ 
chised.    I  suppose  there  have  been  two  or  three  hundred  relieved. 

Question,  Why  have  they  not  applied  to  Congress  for  relief  f 

Answer,  1  cannot  say.  I  suppose,  though,  that  a  number  of  them  thought  it  was  no 
use  to  apply,  as  they  did  not  belong  to  the  party  who  had  the  mcgority  here,  and  who 
could  control  the  matter. 

Question.  You  know  of  no  one  who  has  applied  and  been  rejected,  except  the  one  case 
you  mentioned  f 

Answer,  1  cannot  sav  about  that. 

Question,  That  gentleman,  you  say,  wrote  a  letter  that  displeaaed  Governor  Ballookf 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  it  looked  to  us  very  hard  that  the  displeasure  of  Bnlloek  sboold 
control  Congress. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  contents  of  the  letter? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  although  I  published  it.  It  was  not  abnsive  of  anybody ;  I  think 
it  was  more  defining  his  x>osition.  I  think  he  rather  insisted  in  the  letter  that,  strietlyy 
and  according  to  his  views  of  the  case,  he  was  not  disqualified. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  a  personal  friend,  I  think,  of  Governor  Bullock  up  to  that 
time.    I  know  he  had  heen  ms  counsel  in  a  railroad  case  ^ere ;  he  was  a  lawyer. 

Question.  Why  did  those  negroes  in  Jefferson  County  take  the  men  out  of  jail  when 
they  were  sentenced  for  only  thirty  days'  imprisonment  f 

Answer,  I  said  that  some  of  them  might  have  been  sentenced  for  sixty  or  ninefy 
days. 

Qu^tion,  Why  did  they  go  there  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  Cudjoe  Fye  said  that  he  had  orders  from  headoparters  at 
Atlanta  to  go  there  and  release  them;  he  gave  his  notices  in  writing,  so  i  heard  it 
said. 

Question,  Yon  say  that  in  that  county  a  hand  of  disguised  men  did  afterward  take 
some  negroes  out  of  the  jail,  killed  one  and  cut  the  ears  off  the  others  f 

Answer.  One  of  the  negroes  was  killed,  and  my  recollection  is,  that  an  ear  was  eat 
off  one  of  them.    I  do  not  know  whether  that  party  was  disguised  or  not. 

Question,  Were  those  negroes  sentenced  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  For  what? 

Answer,  I  think  the  negro  who  was  killed  had  been  accused  of  humiiig  a  gin-honse, 
with  its  contents ;  the  other  negroes,  I  think,  were  confined  for  less  offenses. 

Question,  For  larcenies? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  something  of  that  sort. 

Question,  Was  it  not  given  by  the  negroes  as  a  reason  for  releasing  those  prisoners 
that  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  that  they  would  be  taken  out  of  jail  and  dealt  with 
simimarily  ? 

Ansxcer.  No,  sir.  ' 

QuestUm,  Have  negroes  heen  repeatedly  confined  in  jail  there  under  heavy  charges, 
and  sent  from  there  to  the  penitentiary  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so.    Perhaps,  with  a  aingle  exception,  that  was  abcpot 

the  gravest  charge  made.    A  number  of  negroes  had  been  in  jaU  fwr  minor  ofl^ ^ 

liad  served  their  time  out  without  being  molested. 

Question.  You  cannot  give  any  speciiJ  reason  for  this  release  in  those  cases  f 
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Anewer.  I  cannot. 

Question,  How  many  were  relea«ed  f 

Anstoer.  I  cannot  tell ;  quite  a  number — five  or  six  op  eight. 

Question,  You  heard  no  reason  given  ?  \ 

*  Answer.  I  saw  the  notice  of  Cndjoe  F^e  that  he  was  acting  under  ord^s  from  head- 
quarters at  Atlanta. 

QuestioH,  I  mean  the  reason  why  such  orders  were  issued  f 

Answer,  Ko,  sir ;  and  I  do  not  believe  ho  had  any  such  orders. 

QuesHon.  Was  any  reason  alleged  for  it  ? 

Answer,  Only  that. 

QuesUon,  That  was  not  a  reason. 

Answer,  The  reason  given  by  the  negroes — some  of  them  were  tried  and  convictedy 
but  we  thought  it  would  be  cruel  to  prosecute  the  whole  body  of  deluded  negroes — 
they  said  they  appeared  in  obedience  to  orders  that  they  thought  were  anthontatiye. 
Co4jo6  ^®  ^As  Apt  convicted  for  inciting  insurrection,  as  he  ought  to  have  been :  he 
was  convicted  for  a  less  grade  of  offence,  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  three 
or  four  years. 

Question,  Those  negroes  who  turned  the  prisoners  out  of  jail  Were  prosecuted  in  court, 
and  some  convicted  and  punished  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  What  became  of  the  prisoners  themselves  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  the  prisoners  were  ever  rearrested.  I  think  that  the 
commonity  thought  that  as  they  had  been  discharged  they  had  better  let  them  go 
along. 

Qwstion.  Tell  me  whether  the  white  men  who  last  year,  or  this  year,  whichever  it  was, 
took  those  negroes  out  of  jail  and  killed  one  and  cut  the  ears  off  the  others,  were  ever 
prosecuted  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Twiggs  held  a  court  there  for  three  days,  gave  a  strong  chitfge  to  the 
grand  jury,  put  the  whole  force  of  the  county  at  their  disposal,  and  exerdasd  great 
diligence  in  attempting  to 'find  out  who  were  the  parties;  but  they  utterly  failed. 

Question,  Was  he  a  republican  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  he  is  said  to  be  a  democrat. 

Question,  He  went  to  the  county  and  held  a  jury  there  in  session  for  three  days  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  jury,  in  the  three  days'  session,  found  no  evidence  hy  which  they 
could  identify  any  person  in  the  crowd  that  took  those  negroes  out  of  jail  and  killed^ 
one  and  cut  the  ears  oS  the  others  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  But  when  the  negroes  took  some  out,  and  did  nothing  te  the  prisoners,, 
thev  were  convicted  ? 

I  Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  went  there  in  the  day-time;  the  citizens  had  a  parley  with 
them  at  the  edge  of  the  town,  and  they  had  another  parley  at  the  jail  before  they  went 
in  ;  there  was  no  trouble  about  identiiyin^  them. 

Question.  How  many  men  went  to  the  jai^  at  the  time  the  negro  was  killed  and  they 
cut  the  ears  off  the  otners  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  have  an  indistinct  idea  that  there  was  quite  a  number. 

Question.  Was  it  at  night  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  little  remarkable  that  such  an  outrage  could  be  committed  right 
in  the  body  of  the  town  by  a  number  of  persons,  and  nob<3y  identified  them  at  all  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  the  jail  there  is  situated  upon  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  I 
should  suppose  that  at  night  a  party  could  go  there  where  the  jail  was  situated,  open 
it,  and  take  anybody  out  without  it  beiuff  Imown  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not. 

Question,  Was  there  any  circumstantial  evidence  in  the  caseT 

Anower.  They  were  tracked  for  some  ten  or  twelve  miles,  into  another  county,  and 
then  all  trace  of  them  was  lost.  I  think  the  impression  there  was  that  it  was  a  party 
of  persons  from  another  county. 

>Quesiion.  Why  should  a  party  of  persons  come  from  another  county  into  that  county  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  and  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  so ;  that  is  only  the  im- 
pression on  the  part  of  some  people. 

Question.  You  say  there  is  no  organization  of  Ku^Klux  oc  disguised  men  in  that 
county? 

Anstcer.  1  think  not. 

Question.  Yon  have  heard  that  the  custom  of  the  Eu-Kluz  is  to  send  to  another 
county  for  persons  to  do  what  they  want  donof 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

■Question*  You  have  never  heard  of  that  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  only  know  what  I  have  heard  hece  about  that ;  I  have  heard  more 
here  about  it  than  I  ever  heard  anywhere  else.  I  give  you  that  instance,  and  another 
instance,  where  the  parties  were  tracked  over  into  Lincoln  County. 
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QuestUm.  Does  it  not  seem  a  little  remarkable  that  while  the  citizens  of  that  coontj 
would  not  take  those  persons  out  of  jail,  a  band  of  men  should  come  from  another 
county  and  do  it  f 

Answer,  It  would  seem  so,  rather  remarkable.  I  do  not  >6ay  that  it  is  so,  or  that. I 
believe  it.  I  cannot  myself  see  why  strangers  should  go  and  interfere  with  the  busi* 
ness  of  the  people  there. 

QueaUon.  You  say  they  were  tracked  into  another  county  in  two  cases  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  were  tracked  for  a  distance,  and  then  all  traces  of  them  were 
lost. 

Question,  Suppose  it  to  be  the  fact  that  they  had  come  from  an  adjoining  county, 
would  not  that  raise  the  suspicion  in  your  mind  that  there  was  an  organization  iu 
each  county  that  understood  each  other  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  see  there  is  any  connection  with  that.  Indeed,  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  any  such  organization  in  that  part  of  the  State,  except  the  band  I 
have  ^eady  spoken  of,  that  sort  of  Murrill  gang.  Most  of  this  class  of  outrages  you 
have  beard  of,  these  murders,  were  committ^Jby  parties  in  that  gang,  I  think. 

Question,  The  jury  was  in  session  three  days  f 

Answer,  I  think  so.    * 

Questum,  Investigating  the  murder  of  one  man,  under  the  circumstances  detailed  by 
you,  and  the  cutting  off  of  the  ears  of  several  others  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  three  days'  time  adequate  for  such  an  investigation  T 

Answer,  I  was  not  there,  and  I  cannot  say.  The  jud^  who  was  there  tiiiought  so. 
I  thought  he  showed  a  commendable  zeal  while  the  thing  was  fresh,  and  stramed  a 
rather  doubtful  power  in  opening  the  court  there.  I  thought  he  was  entitled  to  credit 
for  that ;  and  he  thonght  that  time  was  sufficient. 

Question,  Did  they  examine  many  witnesses  T 
,   Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  They  were  in  session  three  days  f 

Answer,  I  think  for  three  days  only :  the  court  was  to  be  in  session  soon.  They  were 
left  charged  with  that  investigation  during  the  vacation.  Under  our  system,  when  a 
jury  is  charged  with  any  subject,  when  the  court  acUoums,  they  are  still  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  county. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  school-houses  being  burned  in  any  county  in  your 
circuit  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  but  one  school-house  burned  in  the  State,  I  believe, 
and  that  was  up  in  Floyd  or  Chattooga  County.  It  was  burned  upon  the  plantation 
of  an  old  man  who  used  to  be  a  member  of  the  legislature  before  the  war ;  I  knew 
him  very  weU — ^Mr.  Shropshire.  I  heard  that  the  reason  was  that  it  was  put  up  right 
in  the  face  of  and  in  close  contiguity  to  a  white  school-house. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  none  being  burned  in  the  circnit  where  yon  practice  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  but  I  know  of  a  number  put  up  by  white  men  for  the  benefit  of 
nec^oes. 

Question.  Yon  speak  of  twelve  hundred  negroes  being  educated  at  one  time  f 

Answer.  In  one  county. 

Question,  Which  county  T 

Answer,  Richmond. 

Question,  And  by  the  white  people  alone  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  negroes  do  not  pay  any  tax  there,  not  even  a  capitation  tax. 

Qviestion,  Do  you  mean  by  voluntary  contribution  T 

Answer,  By  a  contribution  laid  by  the  people  themselves. 

Question,  By  the  commissioners  T 

Answer,  By  the  ordinary,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  grand  Jury.  Strange  to 
say,  in  concocting  that  very  extensive  education  bill,  they  left  out  the  power  to  levy 
taxes  for  the  support  of  schools.  We  had  to  go  back  upon  the  old  system.  In  Bioh* 
mond  County  we  paid  $17,000  upon  the  recommendation  of  a  grand  jury  of  white  menl 
As  the  law  had  failed  to  provide  even  for  building  school-houses  and  for  educating  our 
children,  the  grand  jury,  in  their  session  of  four  weeks  ago,  in  June,  recommended  to 
the  ordinary  to  levy  a  tax  sufficient  to  raise  $17,000. 

Question.  To  establish  fre^  schools  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  ordinary  reported  the  number  of  scholars  attending  the  schools ; 
imd  my  impression  is  that  there  were  over  twelve  hundred  negro  children  attending 
BchooL 

^Question.  Does  the  State  fund  apply  to  free  schools? 

Answer.  I  am  glad  you  mentioned  that.  Under  the  constitution  of  1868,  one-half  of 
the  revenue  derived  £rom  the  State  road  was  perpetually  set  apart  for  an  edncation 
tfhnd ;  the  whiskV  tax,  the  tax  on  shows  and  circuses,  were  set  apart  for  that  fond. 
trhat  tax  was  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  was  lying  there  last  fbll  wlien 
^he  legislature  met.  That  republican  legislature  took  that  money  put  of  the  httDda  of 
iiha4ii)Bl»nrer,  andjBxpendediLoponiihei0»3ly£0iaj>j|yJ;heiQ0^1y^  ^nlJlh^iiim^Jttiej 
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Trere  going  away.  They  tLen  required  that  the  governor  should  issue  bonds  and  place 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  in  the  place  of  that  school  fund  they  had  appro- 
priated for  their  own  purposes.  But  there  was  no  provision  made  for  negotiating 
these  bonds,  and  Aiere  was  no  chance  for  the  children  of  the  State  to  get  the  benefit 
of  them.  The  children  of  the  State  were  really  robbed  by  that  legislature  of  the  fond 
which  had  been  set  apart  for  their  education. 

Qwslion.  Had  there  been  any  free  schools  established  under  the  State  fund  ? 

Answer,  We  have  not  got  the  State  fund ;  the  legislature  got  it. 

Question,  They  had  been  established  before  that  time  T 

Answer,  We  had  a  general  system  there,  but  it  was  a  very  peculiar  one.  Each  county 
had  charge  of  the  education  of  its  own  children ;  each  county  established  its  own  sys- 
tem, and  the  people  taxed  themselves  for  the  support  of  the  schools.  I  think  that 
under  the  old  system  the  State  contributed  just  as  much  as  the  county  did.  But  there 
was  no  general  system  of  education  for  the  State ;  each  county  had  its  own  peculiar 
system. 

QuesUon,  Is  that  carried  out  in  this  county  of  Richmond ;  does  the  State  contribute 
as  much  as  the  county  levies  for  that  purpose  ? 

Answer,  The  State  has  not  contributed  since  the  war.  After  the  adoption  of  the 
present  constitution  that  system  went  by  the  board :  and  we  cannot  get  the  money 
Urom  the  State,  for  the  legislature  has  spent  it.  We  do  not  even  ^et  the  whisky  tax, 
the  tax  on  licenses,  shows,  jugglers,  and  all  that.  We  have  got,  in  addition  to  what 
we  tax  ourselves,  52,000  from  the  Peabody  fund,  which  has  been  of  great  assistance 
to  us.  There  is  a  very  general  disposition  to  educate  all  classes,  and  a  very  general 
determination  to  educate  them  in  separate  schools. 

Question,  What  are  the  subjects  of  taxation? 

Answer,  It  is  an  od  valorem  tax  laid  upon  all  property,  and  a  special  tax  in  towns. 

Question,  It  is  not  confined  to  real  estate  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  they  tax  cows,  pigs,  &c.  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  tax  anything  you  have. 

Question,  Do  they  tax  these  things  in  the  hands  of  negroes  as  well  as  in  the  hands  of 
wmtc  men  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  but  the  negroes  do  notf  give  them  in.  It  was  in  our  State  so  that 
a  negrb  could  not  vote  without  paying  a  capitation  or  poll  tax  ;  but  the  last  legisla- 
ture repealed  that,  because  none  of  them  ever  did  pay  anv  poll-tax. 

Question,  Did  you  say  that  no  negro  in  the  county  of  Richmond  gives  in  his  prop- 
erty t 

Answer,  I  say  that  in  the  county  of  Richmond  there  are  over  three  thousand  colored 
voters ;  and  I  say  that  there  never  was  five  hundred  of  them  who  paid  their  poll-tax 
even. 

Question,  You-  say  that  in  this  assessment  they  do  not  give  in  their  cows,  pigs,  &c.  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  have  none  in  town,  or,  if  they  have,  they  do  not  give  them  in. 
I  tell  yon  that  the  negroes  do  not  pay  taxes. 

Question,  If  the  tax  is  levied  upon  all  property 

Answer,  If  you  ^ure  taxing  property,  how  do  you  know  where  George  Waahington, 
Kapoleon  Bonaparte,  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  such  persons  are  f  It  is  like  catching  the 
£a-Elux ;  you  cannot  find  them.  I  suppose  that  in  Augusta  there  are  a  few  negroes 
who  are  worth  property.  A  negro  man  the  other  day  there  received  a  $3,000  legacy 
from  his  former  master ;  and  he  may  pay  a  tax  on  that ;  but  I  say  that  the  jgresit  body  of 
the  negroes  do  not  pay  any  tax. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  assessor  to  go  around  and  find  the  property  and 
asseesitf 
,  Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Doea  he  not  do  that  with  regard  to  the  property  of  negroes  as  well  as  the 
property  of  white  men  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  Our  tax  system  is  very  loose.  I  never  had  a  man  come  to  my  place  in 
my  life  to  tax  my  property.  We  have  no  one  to  assess  our  property,  but  we  give  it  in 
ourselves. 

By  Mr.  Cobubx: 

QuesWm,  To  whom  f 

Answer.  To  the  receiver  of  the  tax  returns;  he  gives  notice  that  he  will  be  in  his  office 
at  such  a  time,  and  will  receive  the  returns.  If  he  suspects  you  have  not  given  in  a 
correct  valuation,  or  has  reason  to1)elieve  so,  he  may  then  inquire  about  it. 

By  the  Chatrman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 
Question,  Suppose  that  a  man  does  not  give  in  any  property  at  all  f 
Answer,  Then,  if  it  is  known  that  he  lias  property,  t  suppose  he  would  asseas  a 
double  tax,  aa  they  did  upon  Bullock,  /  digitized  by  CjOOQ le 

Qumtion,  Why  do  they  not  do^thatrto.the^negroes  t  ^ 
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Armoer.  We  have  an  exemption  law  in  Creorgia,  bat  I  believe  that  does  not  apply  to* 
taxation ;  but  the  negroes  have  very  little  property. 

Question.  Yon  say — '- 

Answer.  I  say  this:  that  we  have  had  republican  tax-collectors,  and  they  have 
failed  to  collect  any  tax  from  the  negroes ;  whether  they  have  done  their  duty  or  nofc 
I  will  not  undertake  to  say. 

Question.  So  that,  when  yon  say  these  twelve  hundred  negroes  were  educated  by  the 
white  people  alone 

Answer.  I  say  the  $17,000  which  we  voted  the  other  day  was  voted  by  the  white  men 
alone ;  and  that  that  $17,000,  every  dollar  of  it,  would  be  collected  from  white  people ; 
there  may  be  two  or  three  hundred  dollars  collected  from  the  negroes. 

Question.  Was  it  put  in  the^Lirection  levying  the  tax  that  it  should  be  paid  by  the 
white  people  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  discrimination  of  that  sort.  I  did  not  understand 
you  before.    The  white  people  are  willing  to  have  the  negroes  educated. 

Question.  It  was  a  general  public  tax  laid  upon  the  property  of  the  county  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  When  was  this  system  iuaugurated  of  indorsing  railroad  bonds  by  the 
State f 

Ansujer:  Since  the  war. 

Question.  How  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  thiuk  that  in  1866  there  was  a  road  that  had  been  completed  for  sixty  or 
seventy  miles,  caUed  the  Macon  and  Brunswick  Railroad;  and  I  think  the  State  under 
some  verv  strict  provisions  indorsed  bonds  for  that  road,  to  the  amount  of  |10,000  a 
mile.  I  tliink  that  was  the  only  road  whose  bonds  the  State  indorsed  until  ISdS,  1869, 
and  1870. 

Question.  The  policy  inaugurated  since  1868  has  been  rather  a  continuance  of  the 
policy  establishea  in  1866  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  policy  established  then ;  that  was  an  isolated  case. 
The  road  had  been  built  for  a  number  of  miles ;  it  was  about  to  fail ;  it  was  considered 
a  work  of  general  improvement  to  the  Stat«,  rather  a  trunk  line.  I  know  that  a  num- 
ber of  railroads  were  obliged  to  fail  or  obtain  aid  from  the  State.  The  policy  of  the 
State  before  had  been  to  take  stock  in  a  road.  The  State  owns  $1,100,000  of  stock  in 
the  Savannah  and  Gulf  Railroad,  which  was  contemplated  to  run  from  Savannah  t4 
Thomasviile ;  that  was  called  the  main  trunk ;  and  the  State  took  that  much  stock  in 
it  to  build  it  to  a  point  called  Initial  Point,  from  which  point  it  was  supposed  private 
enterprise  would  build  roads  radiating  from  it;  that  was  the  former  policy  of  the 
State. 

Question.  Still  the  policy  of  granting  State  aid  to  railrogds  is  not  new  in  your  State  t 

Answer.  Not  especially,  but  it  is  the  indorsement  of  the  bonds  of  particular  roads. 

Quesiixm.  How  is  the  State  protected  t  You  said  the  prospective  indebtedness  of  the 
State  was  very  large  by  reason  of  its  indorsement  of  these  bonds  f 

Answer.  They  have  a  first  mortgage  on  the  property  of  the  road.  Then  there  is  a 
stipulation  that  the  State  sht^l  subscribe  only  as  much  stock  as  has  been  subscribed  by 
individuals;  that  is  a  stipulation  always  in  their  charters,  and  a  stipulation  which  is 
violated  every  day,  and  against  which  the  State  cannot  protect  itself.  And  in  regard 
to  a  number  of  the  roacis,  the  bonds  of  which  the  State  has  indorsed,  the  amount  is 
more  than  sufficient  to  complete  and  equip  the  road. 

Question.  What  is  the  indorsement  per  mile  f  ^ 

Answer.  From  $12,000  to  815,000 ;  generally  $15,000  to  the  mile.  ^ 

Question,  Can  your  roads  bo  built  and  equipped  for  that  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  sections  of  the  State  where  most  of  these  roads  are  lod^ted ; 
some  of  them  cannot. 

<?«^tio».  Was  your  judiciary  elective  before  the  war? 

Answer.  It  was  elective  before  the  war ;  but  during  the  war  it  was  given  to  the  gov- 
ernor. Governor  Brown  being  the  governor,  and  that  system  was  found  not  to  be  satis- 
factory. Immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  war  it  was  given  bock  again  to  the  people 
by  the  convention  of  1865. 

Question.  So  that  the  policy  of  appointing  the  judges  by  the  governor,  Bubjeot  to 
confirmation  by  the  senate,  is  not  an  altogether  new  policy  f 

Ansxoer*  It  has  been  tried  before  and  abandoned. 

Question.  You  say  that  Governor  Bullock  has  the  appointment  of  these  difTercnt 
judges? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  he  has  appointed  six  democratic  judces  ? 

Answer,  I  mentioned  the  names  of  six  who  I  supposed  were  democrats;  I  suppose 
about  that  number  of  democrats  have  been  appointed.  I  stated  that  before  the  war 
the  election  of  two  thousand  justices  of  the  peace,  who  have  vast  power  as  committing 
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officers,  was  not  taken  from  the  people ;  they  were  elected  by  the  people ;  but  nnder 
'Governor  Bollock's  administration  he  appoints  one  in  each  militia  district  in  tHe 
State. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  that  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  under 
wmch  you  now  live  was  influenced  to  some  extent  to  take  away  this  elective  power 
from  the  people  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  there  was  such  a  large  number  of  .persons 
added  to  the  voting  population  f 

Answer,  On  the  contrary,  I  should  suppose  the  very  opjtoBite  would  have  been  the 
influence  with  them,  for  there  were  negroes  in  the  convention,  and  they  constituted  a 
very  large  element  in  it ;  the  negroes  an4  carpet-baggers  had  a  majority  there. 

QuegHan.  Speaking  of  carpet-baggers,  will  you  denne  what  you  mean  by  that  term? 
I  should  like  .to  know  what  yon  mean. 

Answer,  I  will  give  yon  any  assistance  I  can  on  that  point.  I  mean  a  man  who  goes 
^wn  in  the  South  to  make  his  fortune  by  politics,  to  stir  up  strife  between  the  races, 
and  try  to  get  office  as  governor  and  judge,  member  of  the  legislature  and  senator; 
men  who  go  there  with  politics  as  a  trade ;  low  people  at  home,  without  reputation 
or  fitandiug  at  home,  who  go  there  hoping  that  in  the  upheaval  of  society  they  may 
make  something  by  it.  ^ 

Question,  Suppose  that  a  gentleman,  having  been  bom  in  the,  State  of  New  York, 
had  left  it  before  the  war  and  settled  in  a  Southern  State ;  shortly  after  his  settlement 
there  the  war  came  on,  and  he  left  his  adopted  State  during  the  war ;  as  soon  as  the 
war  was  over  he  returned,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  Congress  under  the  recon- 
stmction  acts,  came  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  was  enabled  to  take  the 
test  oath  and  be  sworn  in.    Would  you  call  such  a  man  as  that  a  carpet-bagger  f 

Answer,  I  should  think  not ;  if  he  returned  to  his  residence,  from  which  he  had  been  ' 
driven  by  the  results  of  the  w^,  I  see  no  reason  why  he  should  be  called  a  caipet- 
bagger. 

Question,  Suppose  a  man  settled  there  in  1865,  purchased  property,  made  it  his  home 
long  before  colored  men  had  the  right  to  vote,  before  the  reconstruction  acts  passed ; 
snppoee  that  having  settled  there  he  was  afterward  elected  to  the  position  of  member 
of  the  legislature,  or  to  any  other  position,  would  you  call  him  a  carpet-bagger  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  tne  election  of  a  man  to  any  office  makes  him  a  carpet-bagger. 

Question,  And  his  politics  does  not  make  him  a  carpet-bagger  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  we  have  men  in  Georgia  who  have  not  been  there  a  year,  who  are 
not  carpet-baggers,  and  who  are  republicans. 

Question,  For  instance,  in  my  own  State  our  present  governor  was  born  in  Scotland, 
and  nnder  our  old  constitution  he  was  disqualified  &om  holding  office  because  of  his 
.foreign  birth  :  under  our  new  constitution  lie  has  been  made  eligible  to  be  elected  as 
governor,  and  he  has  been  elected  governor  of  our  State.  You  would  not  call  him  a 
carpet-bagger  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  in  reference  to  the  voting  of  colored  men,  that  they  sometimes  ex- 
pected that  they  would  get  something  when  they  voted  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  I  do  not  understand  exactly  what  you  mean  by  that. 

Answer,  I  will  explain  it  again.  I  stated  that  just  after  the  war,  when  voting  was  a 
new  thing  to  the  n^^o,  he  was  very  ignorant,  and  was  made  to  believe  by  the  carpet- 
baggers that  by  voting  the  republican  ticket  he  would  get  a  great  many  tilings. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  a  republican  speaker,  or  any  person  holding  any  position 
in  the  republican  party,  promise  anything  of  that  kind  to  the  colored  race  t 

Answer,  I  never  attended  a  republican  meeting  but  two  or  three  times,  and  in  those 
meetings  I  heard  the  negroes  told  by  white  and  black  speakers  that  if  the  body  of  the 
people  South,  the  democrats,  got  into  power,  they  would  put  them  back  into  slavery. 

Question,  It  is  the  other  branch  of  your  statement  I  want  to  inquire  about.  Did  you 
ever  hear  anything  promised  to  the  negroes  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  did ;  but  I  have  heard  negroes  say  time  and  time  again  that 
they  were  promised. 

Q;uestion.  But  you  never  heard  anybody  make  any  such  promise  to  them  T 

Answer,  No,  sir  j  I  have  not  had  any^  dealings  with  people  of  that  kind ;  but  I  know 
a  number  of  negroes  who  said  promises  were  made  to  them,  and  I  believe  they  told 
the  truth. 

Question,  In  regard  to  the  painted  stakes  of  which  you  have  spoken :  you  said,  in 
speaking  of  the  persons  that  sold  them,  that  "  they"  sold  them.  To  whom  did  you  refer 
by  **  they  T" 

Answer.  I  meant  the  parties  who  carried  them  there  and  dealt  them  out  to  the 
negoes — ^the  carpet-baggers. 

^iiettum.  Do  you  know  of  a  certainty  that  they  were  carpet-baggers  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  speaking  olmy  own  knowledge  at  all ;  I  said  tl^t  this  was 
the  statement.  uigitized  by  GOC 

Question.  Have  yon  reason  to  believe  it  f  ^ 
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Amxcer,  I  have  reason  to  believe  it ;  I  have  seen  a  stake  that  had  the  ear-marks  of  a 
stake ;  and  I  have  had  the  statement  from  negroes  in  different  counties  that  it  was 
done,  and  I  believe  it. 

Question,  In  speaking  of  the  burning  of  gin-honses,  what  caase  do  yon  assign  for  that 
burning? 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you.  It  troubled  me  very  much ;  I  had  occasion  to  give  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  that  subject,  and  I  never  coold  account  for  it.  That  there  was 
some  system  about  it  was  apparent  from  the  frequency  of  the  occurrences. 

QwxUon,  In  what  season  of  the  year  were  they  burned  ? 

Answer,  In  the  fall.  You  know  that  a  gin-house  where  the  ginnery  runs  is  some- 
what extrarhazardous,  as  insurance  gentlemen  call  it ;  there  is  danger  from  friction  in 
running  the  gins. 

Question.  1k)u  know  of  some  instances  where  they  were  burned  in  that  way  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  not  in  all  cases ;  some  were  4>umed  where  there  waa  no  runniog  of 
the  gin  during  the  day. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 
Question.  Do  not  some  of  them  take  fire  from  spontaneous  combustion  t 
.  Answer.  In  some  cases  that  might  have  been.    But  there  is  not  so  much  of  that 
burning  of  gins  now. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  grew  out  of  the  demoralization  which  followed  the 
wart 

Anstcer.  I  regarded  it  as  growing  out  of  the  deviltry  taught  to  the  negroes  by  the 
carpet-baggers. 

Question.  You  think  they  taught  them  to  bnm  gin-houses  t 

Afiswcr.  If  they  did  not  teach  them  that,  they  taught  them  to  hate  the  white  men 
there. 

Question.  In  regard  to  this  subject  of  disabilities,  how  many  men  are  under  disabili- 
ties in  Georgia  I 

Answer,  1  gave  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  that  in  1868;  I  took  the  figures  and  care- 
fully studied  the  matter.  According  to  the  construction  put  upon  the  act  of  Congress 
by  General  Terry  there  are  twenty-six  thousand  or  twenty-seven  thousand  in  the  State ; 
but  according  to  the  construction  put  upon  that  act  by  myself,  and  I  believe  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in  the  Senate  here,  there  are  only  about  fifteen  thousand 
or  sixteen  thousand.  That,  however,  is  but  a  mere  matter  of  calculation,  because  we 
have  no  registry  of  offices  which  is  acessible ;  it  can  only  be  approximated  by  refer- 
ence to  the  different  grades  of  officers,  the  number  of  them,  and  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  mortality  among  office-holders. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  young  men  being  in  the  legislature  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  State  will  lose  anything  by  the  introduction  of  yonn^ 
men  into  its  legislature  f 

Answer.  1  trust  not,  except  through  their  want  of  experience. 

Question.  In  1860,  you  had  experience  and  intelligence  and  skill  ? 

Ansiber.  We  had. 

Question.  And  it  was  that  intelligence,  and  experience^  and  skill  that  took  the  St^e 
out  of  the  Union  f 

Answer.  I  presume  it  was  the  intelli^nce  of  the  legislature  of  1860  that  took  the  State 
out ;  and  I  presume  to-<lay  that  intelligence  would  say  it  was  one  of  the  grandest  blun- 
ders they  ever  committed ;  but  I  never  heard  of  but  one  man  so  intelligent  and  so  learned 
that  ho  never  made  a  mistake ;  we  have  one  in  Georgia  who  says  he  never  did  make  a 
mistake. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  I  find  that  Governor  Bullock  in  his  letter  to  this  committee  says : 

*'  In  this  State,  a  constitution  was  framed  and  adopted  in  1865,  under  the  authority  of 
President  Johnson's  proclamation,  which  disfranchised  ninety-five  thousand  male  citisens 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age.    This  was  democratic." 

Answer.  Well,  Governor  Bullock  does  not  exactly  understand  the  force  of  thelangnage 
put  in  his  mouth  by  his  attorney  general ;  nobody  was  disfranchised,  but  there  were 
ninety-five  thousand  adult  negroes  in  the  State  who  had  never  been  allowed  to  vote; 
they  had  never  been  enfranchised. 

^Question.  That  is  what  he  means f 

.Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  1  observe  that  he  says : 

''*  Under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress,  a  constitution  was  framed  in  1887  and 
;1868,  by  delegates  ^ected  by  the  people,  and  ratified  by  the  votes  of  a  minority  of  the 
ipec^le,  wherebj^  every  male  citizen  twenty-one  years  of  age,  of  sound  mind  and  not 
^convicted  of  crime,  is  authorized  to  vote  and  hold  office.  There  is  not  a  word  or  a  Kne 
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in  that  oonstitution  which  disfranchises  or  disqualifies  any  citizen  of  this  State  from 
the  exercise  of  any  political  privilege." 

A  nswor.  So  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  disfranchisemeht  in  that  constitution.  The  only 
disfranchisement  our  people  lahor  under  is  that  imposed  hy  the  fourteenth  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Were  they  disfranchised  in  the  election  upon  that  constitution  ? 
Answer*  They  were  disfranchised  tijen. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qviesiwiu  Under  the  reconstruction  policy  of  President  Johnson,  there  were  some  ten 
classes,  were  there  not,  who  were  obliged  to  apply  for  pardon  t 

Answer,  I  think  there  were  twenty;  some  ten  or  twenty  classes. 

QuesHan,  Were  not  persons  who  were  embraced  in  any  one  of  those  classes  and  had 
not  obtained  pardons,  were  they  not  disfranchised  f 

Answer,  I  think  some  of  them  were  allowed  to  vote. 

Q^estion,  Is  it  not  possible  that  Governor  Bullock  may  have  referred  to  those  classes 
who  were  not  pardoned  f 

Answer,  O,  no,  not  ninety-five  thousand ;  we  had  only  about  one  hundred  thousand 
voters  in  the  State  j  he  refers  to  the  negroes.  •  ' 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  complaint  concerning  the  election  of  carpet- 
baggers to  ofdce  in  the  State;  that  Governor  BuUock  has  appomted  carpet-baggers  to 
oflBcef 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  as  to  that ;  there  have  been  a  number  of  them. 

Question,  There  has  been  a  sreat  deal  of  complaint  against  him  in  the  newspapers 
about  it ;  the  governor  in  this  letter  gives  the  number  of  carpet-baggers  that  have  been 
put  into  office. 

Answer,  A  number  of  them  very  important  officers ;  one  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
would  perhaps  come  under  your  definition  of  carpet-bagger,  not  under  mine;  he  was 
bom  in  Massachusetts,  and  is  a  very  clever  man — Judge  HcCoy ;  another  Judge,  Jud^e 
Warner,  was  born  in  the  same  State,  I  think :  I  think  Mr.  Trumbull  read  law  in  his 
ofiSce;  they  are  not  carpet-baggers,  i)erhap8j  tliey  are  gentlemen,  learned  lawyers. 

Question,  They  are  competent  judges  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  After  your  complaint  about  carpet-baggers,  I  was  somewhat  struck  by  a 
passage  in  Governor  Ballock's  recent  letter,  which  I  will  read  to  you.    He  said : 

''  In  this  State  there  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  not  more  than  a  dozen  men  in  office,  (and 
those  of  an  unimportant  character,)  either  elected  by  the  people  or  appointed  by  me, 
who  were  not  either  natives  of  the  South  or  resident  citizens  here  before  and  during 
the  war."   ' 

You  would  not  call  men  carpet-baggers  who  were  resident  there  before  the  war,  and 
dunng  the  war  f 

Ansuter,  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  know  of  more  than  a  dozen  that  he 
has  appointed  to  office. 

Question,  He  says  appointed,  or  elected  by  the  people. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  know  of  any  more  than  that  number,  appointed  or 
elected ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  is  true,  but  I  could  not  perhaps  mention  more. 

Question,  That  would  not  be  the  cause  of  any  very  great  complaint  on  the  carpet- 
bagger question  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  we  have  not  complained  of  the  carpet-bagger  question;  we  have 
got  rid  of  them  now. 

Question,  The  governor  says  in  his  recent  letter : 

"  The  officers  appointed  by  the  governor  are  three  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  twenty 
iudges  of  the  superior  courts,  one  attorney-general,  twenty  solicitors-general,  State 
school  commissioner,  superintendent,  treasurer  and  auditor  of  the  State  railroad,  six 
trustees  of  the  public  institutions,  &c.  In  this  number  there  "^as  but  one  eentleman 
who  was  not  either  a  native  of  the  South  or  a  citizen  of  Georgia  before  and  during  the 
war.  The  one  referred  to  was  eminently  fitted  for  the  position  to  which  he  was 
appointed,  and,  as  a  man  of  worth  and  good  character,  is  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the 
State." 

Answer,  I  intended  to  say,  and  I  think  I  have  said,  that  I  never  heard  any  charge  of 
fraud  or  corruption  against  our  judiciary.  The  statement  there  made  that  they  are 
men  of  respectability  and  social  standing  is  true.  The  objection  is  that  there  is  a 
want  of  competence  on  their  part;  they  are  not  comnetent  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  their 
positions;  the  people,  or  a  part  of  them,  have  no  conudence  in  them. 

Question,  That  statement  of  Governor  Bullock  is  substantially  true,  then  t 

Ansuier,  I  think  so,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  cannot  recall,  without  some  trouble,  a  half  a 
dozen  nunes  of  carpet-baggers  who  are  in  office  under  the  State  government  now.    As 
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I  have  told  you,  we  have  got  rid  of  those ;  we  have  cleaned  them  oat ;  we  have  settled 
with  them ;  we  have  no  trouble  down  there  now  with  them.  And  if  you  will  insX  1st 
US  aloiie,  let  us  go  along  and  pay  our  debts,  get  a  little  money,  and  take  off  this  dis- 
franchisement, we  will  after  a  while  learn  to  forget  that  there  has  been  A  war. 

By  ^ir.  Beck  : 

Question,  I  find  that  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia  of  1869,  among  other 
things,  the  following  property  is  exempt  from  taxation : 

'<  All  plantation  and  mechajiical  tools,  and  all  household  and  kitchen  furniture,  not 
above  the  value  of  three  hundred  dollars,  not  held  for  sale  or  as  merchandiso. 

"  All  poultry,  and  two  hundred  dollars  in  value  of  other  pro^rty,  besides  the  special 
exemptions,  but  which  latter  do  not  obtain  in  favor  of  non-residents. 

*'A11  annual  crops  and  provisions,  all  fire-arms,  and  all  munitions,  and  all  Wearing 
^parel  not  held  as  merohandise." 

I  ask  whether  that  amount  of  property,  thus  exempt  from  taxation,  does  not  cover 
4kll  the  property  owned  by  largely  more  than  nine-tenths  of  your  colored  populadont 

Anncer.  Yes,  sir ;  more  than  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  them. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  27, 187L 
JOHN  B.  GORDON  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool.)    Mr.  Beck,  bb  this  witness  has*  been  oaHed  at  yens  tt 
•quest,  you  will  please  open  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

QuestUm.  State  your  place  of  residence. 

Answer.  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Georgia  f 

Answer.  I  was  bom  and  raised  there. 

Question^  You  have  always  lived  there  f 

Anstver.  I  have  always  lived  in  the  State,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  yean ;  I 
was  ^ucated  there ;  I  have  lived  in  Atlanta  sinoe  1867 ;  I  practiced  law  priOT  to  the 
war. 

Question.  What  public  positions,  if  any,  have  you  held  in  the  State  of  Georgia  f 

Answer.  I  never  have  had  an  office  of  any  description. 

Queslion.  Yon  ran  for  governor  once  ? 

Afiswer.  I  was  a  candidate  for  governor  in  the  spring  of  1863. 

Question.  Where  did  you  reside  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  war  f 

Answer,  I  removed  to  Brunswick,  which  is  on  the  coast,  a  little  south  of  Savaaaali; 
it  is  one  of  the  most  important  sea-ports  in  our  State. 

Question.  You  lived  there  several  years! 

Ansv^er.  Yes,  sir ;  I  lived  there  about  two  years — until  the  latter  part  of  1867. 

Question.  And  then  you  returned  to  Atlanta  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  returned  to  my  home  in  Atlanta ;  I  was  down  at  Brunawifik,  en* 
gaged  in  the  lumber  busiuess;  I  had  some  saw-mills,  Sec,  there,  and  was  looking  after 
my  interests  down  there. 

Question.  The  object  we  had  in  calling  you  as  a  witness  was  to  get  from  you,  if  pos* 
Mblc,  a  general  view,  of  the  condition  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  ascertain  ^heiber 
property  and  life  are  protected  there,  whether  any  crimes  have  been  eommitledbf 
disguised  men.  From  your  general  knowledge  of  amurs  in  that  State,  we  desire  you  to 
tell  us  whatever  will  enable  the  committee  to  understand  fuUy  the  condition  of  affaizs^ 
in  Georgia,  with  reference  to  these  matters.  In  answering  the  question,  yon  are  boI 
limited  to  your  own  personal  knowledge,  but  you  have  a  right  to  tell  anything  ynu 
may  have  heard  from  such  sources  as  you  beUeve. 

Answer,  If  it  is  worth  anything  to  the  committee  I  will  give  a  statement- as  totiie 
condition  of  affairs  on  the  coast.  Directly  after  the  war  I  went  with  my  family  to  Bthm* 
wick  to  engage  in  the  lumber  business.  On  my  arrival  there  I  found  t^e  plaee-ooco* 
pied,  as  were  a  number  of  places  along  the  coast,  by  negro  troops.  In  tha^  p^tHosLoi 
'Georgia,  all  al(mg  the  belt  of  sea-coast,  for  probably  a  hundred  miles  ■  frooi  tite*  omsI 
and  up  nearly  to  the  middle  portidn  of  the  State,  the  negroes,  as  a  rule,  lA^f^y  ont* 
number  the  whites  in  every  county.  That  is  particularly  so  in  the  belt  of  eooixbT 
bordering  on  the  Atlantic,  embracing  the  Sea  Islands.  I  suppose  that  in  tho  eonntjriB 
which  Brunswick  is  situated-— Glynn  CU>unty — the  ne^^roes  must  out  nambor  the  trht^ 
at  a  guess,  eight  or  ten  to  one.  I  would  say  that  without  knowing  the  preciM  BMit- 
tics.  The  disproportion  of  population  between  the  blacks  and  whites  ia  wty  gisat 
When  I  reached  Brunswick  I  fioiund  there  was  a  very  bad  state  of  feeling  betWMnAJiMA 
negro  troops  and  the  citizens.  I  paid  very  little  attention  to  the  matter^  Imt  in  walk- 
ing the  streets  at  times  I  found  that  these  troops  were  insulting  towud  thoM  "^ 
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itt&v  had  heard  were  in  the  army.  In  passing  hy  them  in  the  street  yon  wonld 
8uch  remarks  aj  this:  '*  There  is  a  damned  rebel."  Meeting  ^on  on  the  side-walk 
they  -would,  without  being  absolutely  violent,  get  you  off  the  side- walk ;  they  would 
refuse  to  divide  it  with  you.  These  things  attracted  my  attention.  I  was  acquainted 
with  some  citizens  there,  and,  on  one  occasion,  soon  after  my  arriTal,  some  of  them 
came  to  me  and  said  that  an  old  ^ntleman,  living  just  out  of  the  city,  had  been 
robbed.  On  inquiry  I  found  that  this  old  gentleman  nad  been  stopped  on  the  road  and 
robbed  by  these  troops,  and  had  been  treated  very  badly ;  had  not  been  personally 
ixgnred,  but  very  ^ossly  insulted.  He  had  been  told  that  if  he  dared  to  oppose  them 
they  would  take  his  life — "  pin  him  up  to  a  pine  tree,"  or  something  of  that  sort  was 
the  language.  They  had  also,  directly  after  my  arrival,  taken  a  young  man  irom  the 
town,  carried  him  into  the  woods,  and  laid  him  down,  with  a  ne^o  on  each  side,  and 
had  drawn  a  knife  across  his  throat  three  or  four  times,  telling  him  that  they  iut^ded 
to  take  his  life.  After  tantalizing  him  in  that  way  for  some  time  they  turned  him  loose. 

Such  things  of  course  created  a  good  deal  of  feeling  in  the  little  town  of  Brunswick, 
which  is  now  called  a  city ;  and  especially  did  they  excite  the  population  very  mnch, 
because  of  the  immense  number  of  negroes  in  the  immediate  vicmity  of  Brunswick  en 
the  islands  around.  The  negro  population  generally  became  very  obnoxious.  They 
obtruded  themselves  everywhere  they  could.  There  was  not  only  apprehension  but 
decided  alarm  among  the  people,  so  mnch  so  that  I  was  asked,  not  only  by  the  people 
of  that  town^butof  Darien,Georgia,  and  alongthe  coast  where  these  negroes  were,  to  go  to 
Savannah  immediatelv  and  apply  to  General  Brenham  to  have  the  negro  troops  removed. 
On  my  arrival,  I  found  General  Grant  was  just  starting  to  Brunswick  on  his  tour  through 
the  South.  I  applied  to  him,  and  submitted  afBdavits,  as  well  as  told  him  what  I  had 
personally  seen.  After  hearing  the  testimony,  he  said  to  me^  "  Well,  I  think  th^re  is 
no  danger  of  bloodshed."  I  replied  that  our  people  were  dom^  aU  they  could ;  they 
were  forbearing  any  violence ;  they  were  suffering  the  indi^ities  offered  tbem  rather 
than  create  a  difficulty;  but  that  while  we  were  observing  our  parole,  and  were 
determined  to  keep  the  peace  and  abide  by  the  laws,  things  had  come  to  such  a  pass 
that  tbey  might  soon  be  beyond  endurance,  and  that  very  certainly  there  would  be 
bloodshed  unless  these  negro  troops  were  removed ;  I  doubted  whether  even  that  would, 
chock  the  hostile  demonstrations  of  the  negro  population,  although  J  thought  it  would 
go  very  far  toward  it.  On. further  consioeratiou,  General  Grant  did  order  General-. 
Brenham  to  remove  the  negro  troops  from  that  XH)int.  I  traveled  with  General  Grant 
through  Georgia  for  about  three  days,  and  on  parting  with  him  in  Atlanta,  on  the  third, 
day,  when  we  were  speaking  about  matters  in  Georgia,  he  expressed  generiU  satisfoction- 
with  the  state  of  tnings,  and  consented,  before  we  parted,  that  iQl  the  negro  troops 
should  be  removed  from  the  State.  That  was  carried  out ;  and  as  soon  as  the  white 
troops  occupied  the  camps  which  the  negroes  had  occupied  we  had  very  little  more 
trouble.  I  mention  this  with  a  view  to  show  that  at  that  time  there  was  the  very 
kindest  feeling  in  Georgia,  on  the  part  of  the  white  race,  toward  the  negroes  who  had 
iust  been  emancipated,  and  that  a  great  deal  of  forbearance  was  exercised  toward, 
tbem. 

There  is  another  fact  I  will  mention  in  that  connection.  Immediately  after  these 
occurrences  of  which  I  have  spoken,  an  application  was  made  to  the  citizens  of  Bruns- 
wick— myself  among  the  number — ^to  aid  the  negroes  in  building  a  school-house  and 
a  church.  I  owned  some  mills,  and  contributed  very  largely  myself,  in  the  way  of  lum- 
ber, toward  the  building  of  both  the  church  and  the  scnool-honse.  This  was  in  1865 
or  1886— very  soon  after  the  war— either  in  the  fall  of  1865  or  during  the  winter  <rf 
1865-'66. '  In  answer  to  a  communication  from  the  trustees  of  the  negro  school,  inquiring 
as  to  my  opinions  about  the  education  of  the  negro,  I  wrote  a  letter  encouraging  them, 
and  promising  the  aid  of  our  people.  And  that  letter,  by  the  way,  was  used  as  a  cam- 
paign document  in  my  behalf  wnen  I  was  afterward  canvassing  Cfeorgia  for  governor. 
The  letter  had  been  preserved  by  those  negroes,  and  was  published  at  that  time  to  our 
people.  It  was  an  answer  to  a  communication  from  the  negro  trustees  of  this  school, 
which  the  lvhi|«8  mainly  had  built,  the  negroes  contributing  onlv  such  small  amounts 
as  they  were  able  to  contribute.  In  that  letter  I  urged  upon  them  to  educate  their 
people,  and  pledged  the  cooperation  of  the  whites  in  that  direction.  I  urged  the 
importance  of  iriendly  relations  between  the  two  races,  reciting  the  fact  that  we  were 
compiled  to  live  together  in  the  same  country:  that  our  interests  were  identical,  that 
we  were  taxed  alike,  &c.  I  strove  as  far  as  1  could  to  cultivate  the  kindly  relation 
which  I  believed  to  be  so  highly  desirable.  Kotwithstandiug  that  fact,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  disturbance  on  different  plantations,  and  a  good  deal  of  plundering ;  so 
much  BO  that  even  the  agents  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  had  to  intenere.  I  would 
particularly  mention  a  case  which  occurred  on  my  own  plantation,  (I  was  planting  rice 
at  the  time.)  when  the  negroes  drove  the  overseer  away,  threatening  his  life,  on  account 
of  some  orders  he  had  given  about  the  particular  way  the  rice  was  to  be  cultivated,  i 
lliey  wanted  to  cultivate  it  in  their  own  style.  There  was  no  violence  at  all  on  his 
part.  There  were  some  fifty-odd  negroes  on  this  place,  and  their  violence  was  so  gie«t ' 
(tliey  thieateoed  with  hoes  and  implements  of  that  sott,  as  well  as  guns)  that  1^ 
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Freedmen's  Bnrean  agent  had  to  interfere,  and  the  commander  of  the  troops  there  had 
to  take  soldiers  out  to  qaell  this  difficulty.  That  was  ahout  the  state  of  things  vhen 
I  left  the  coast. 

Those  negroes  npon  thft  coast  are  very  different  from  the  negroes  in  Middle  and  Upper 
Georgia ;  they  are  almost  an  entirely  different  race  of  people.  They  are  excessively 
ignorant.  The  intelligence  of  the  negro  in  the  middle  and  upper  counties  of  Georda 
is  very  much  the  same  as  the  intelligence  of  the  negro  here  or  anywhere  ovei^tbe 
eonntry.  But  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  State,  where  there  is  a  large  negro  belt, 
as  we  call  it,  the  negroes  have  absolutely  a  language  of  their  own.  If  a  nef^  from 
Washington  were  to  talk  with  a  negro  from  Atlanta,  or  the  upper  portion  of  Greorgia, 
their  language  would  be  the  same ;  they  would  use  about  the  same  words  to  express  tie 
same  ideas.  But  it  is  not  so  on  the  coast.  If  a  negro  were  transported  from  this  dty 
to  the  coast  of  Georgia,  he  would  not  understand  at  all  a  great  deal  that  many  of  the 
negroes  of  that  coast  would  say.  Their  old  masters,  who  grew,  up  with  them,  do  under- 
stand their  language ;  but  it  is  a  p^eculiar  language.  It  is  different  from  the  language 
of  the  negroes  in  any  other  portion  of  our  State,  or  any  other  portion  of  the  ^i^, 
except  along  the  Atlantic  belt. 

Quesiion.  Is  that  class  of  negroes  still  there  f 

Answer.  They  are  there  now,  and  in  very  large  numbers,  upon  the  Sea  Islands  and 
npon  the  rice  plantations. 

Qu^tion,  They  are  as  ignorant,  I  presume,  as  they  were  at  first  f 

Answer.  Quite  so.  Tho^"^  have  also  a  peculiar  religion.  I  have  attended  what  they 
call  their  religious  meetings;  and  they  have  what  they  call  "  shouting."  They  say, 
''  We  are  going  to  have  a  shouting  to-night."  If  you  staid  outside  when  that  sboutix^ 
was  l^oing  on,  it  would  remind  you  very  much  of  the  acconnt-s  that  we  read  of  the 
worship  of  the  howling  dervises.  They  sing,  shout,  take  hold  of  hands,  and  go  round 
dancing  and  jumping  until  one  faints;  then  he  is  considered  as  '' having  religion." 
That  is  the  style  of  worship  not  only  in  that  portion  of  Georgia,  but  it  is  now  cxtendioK 
.up  the  State.  I  had  a  large  plantation  in  Dougherty  County,  Georgia,  which  I  sold 
dast  fall.  On  that  plantation  three  years  ago  there  was  no  such  religion  as  this  known. 
'  The  negroes  belonged  to  various  churches ;  mainly  the  Baptist  and  Methodist.  Those 
*were  tbe  most  popular  churches  among  the  negroes  of  Georgia.  But  now  this  particuliar 
,reUgion  w"  "  "  " 
i>heir  style 

tpossession  <  _ 

night  long,  and  sometimes  many  nights  in  succession ;  so  that  it  is  a  source  of  veiy 
great  annoyance  to  the  planter  who  depends  on  their  labor  for  his  crops.  I  do  not  want 
to  say  that  it  is  a  general  thing  in  the  State.  It  is  a  general  thing  on  the  coast,  and  is 
being  introduced  into  the  counties  in  Southwest  Georgia,  the  cotton-growing  counties 
of  the  State.  Before  I  sold  the  plantation  I  have  just  spoken  of,  this  style  (u  worship 
had  been  inaugurated  on  that  plantation. 

Question,  Do  they  think  the  Spirit  strikes  them  when  they  fall  down  in  that  way  ! 

Answer.  They  say  they  are  "  happy ; "  they  are  taken  to  one  side,  and  the  exercise  is 
e«ntinued  until  another  and  another  is  exhausted  and  laid  aside  as  ^'  happy"  meii  or 
woven.    That  is  their  style  of  religion  which  they  call  "shouting. " 

Quesiion.  In  other  woras,  they  are  extremely  ignorant  and  superstitious  t 

AMistser.  They  are  very  ignorant.  They  are  entirely  different  from  ihe  negroes  from 
the  middle  section  of  the  State  upward.  The  latter  are  much  more  intelligent  than 
those  along  the  sea-coast. 

QvjesUon.  They  are  more  in  contact  with  the  white  people  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  the  races  are  more  equally  divided.  On  the  coast,  where  the 
planter  •  staid  in  tne  winter  time  only,  the  negroes  scarcely  ever  saw  a  white  person; 
but  in  the  upper  part  of  the  State,  where  I  was  raised,  the  negro  children  and  the 
white  children  have  been  in  the  habit  of  playing  together.  My  roinpanions.  when  I 
was  being  raised,  were  the  negro  boys  that  my  father  owned.  Wo  played  marhlea, 
rod©  oxen,  went  fishing,  and  broke  colts  together;  a  part  of  my  fun  was  to  play  with 
those  colored  boys.  The  negro  girls^ — those  who  were  raised  about  the  house— were 
raised  very  much  as  the  white  family  was  raised.  They  wore  raised  in  tho  family,  and, 
of  course,  the  intelligence  of  the  family  was  extended,  in  some  measure,  to  the  n^roes. 
The  plantations  there  were  nothing  like  so  large  as  those  on  the  coast.  The  wbite 
people  lived  on  their  plantations  all  the  year  round.  The  negroes  mingled  with  them, 
and  grew  up  into  a  very  different  class  of  people  from  those  on  the  coasU 

Question.  As  to  those  negroes  along  the  black  belt,  whom  you  have  described  aa 
having  their  own  peculiar  language  and  religious  superstitions,  with  what  sort  of  in- 
telligence do  they  seem  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  T  How  are  they  contiuDod 
and  managed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  had  just  beeun  voting  when  I  left  there ;  they  were  at  that 
time,  and  are  still,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  of  tne  State  extends— I  know  it  is  trqe  iH  a 
large  portion  of  the  State — controlled  almost  entirely  by  tho  League  orgjmiMtiOUfi' 
The  negroes  were  introduced  very  early  into  what  they  called  the  Union  Leagues;  and 
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they  were  controlled  bj  those  Leagues.  They  seemed  to  be  under  the  impression  that 
by  voting  they  were  to  acquire  some  sort  of  property,  and  were  influenced  mainly  by 
ideas  of  that  sort,  which  had  been  instilled  into  them  by  these  people  who  had  gone 
there  among  them.  I,  however,  know  lees  about  the  particular  innuence  brought  to 
"bear  now,  in  that  part  of  the  State,  with  regard  to  voting,  than  in  any  other  part,  be- 
cause I  have  been  in  that  portion  of  the  State  less  since  they  have  been  voting.  When  I 
loft  there  they  had  just  commenced  voting.  But  they  were  then,  as  they  are 
BOW  generally  throughout  the  State,  under  the  control  of  men  who  have  gone 
in  our  midst  since  the  war— men  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are,  as  a  general  rule, 
without  any  character  at  home,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn ;  men  who, 
as  a  rule,  were  not  in  the  army ;  for  I  want  to  say  very  distinctly  that  our  people 
liave  not  entertained  animosity  and  bitterness  toward  th^  troops,  the  men  who 
were  in  the  army :  our  feelings  are  directed  toward  these  camp-followers  and  men 
who  have  come  in  our  midst  since  the  war — men  without  character  and  without  intel- 
ligence, except  a  certain  sort  of  shrewdness  by  which  they  have  been  enabled  to  im- 
pose themselves  upon  the  ne^o  and  aequire  gain,  some  of  them  verv  much  gain,  out 
of  the  pittances  they  were  able  to  get  out  of  the  negro  one  way  and  another.  Some 
of  them  have  gotten  into  oflSce  firom  counties  where  they  never  were  but  once  or  twice 
during  the  whole  canvass.  In  some  cases  they  have  gone  into  a  county  only  a  fi^w 
days  before  the  election  ;  their  names  have  been  sent  to  the  League,  and  their  election 
has  been  fixed  up  in  advance.  I  know  of  one  or  two  members  of  the  legislature  who 
sever  resided  at  all  in  the  counties  from  which  they  were  sent,  except  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  election.  My  own  impression,  from  what  I  have  seen  in  Georgia,  is  that  ^e 
negroes,  left  free  firom  this  influence,  would  have  been  exceedingly  peaceable.  The 
very  kindliest  relations  exist  between  the  old  masters  and  their  former  servants.  I 
coiUd  give  from  my  own  personal  knowledge  instances  of  the  very  tenderest  expres- 
sions of  kindness  and  entnusiastic  demonstrations  of  love  on  the  part  of  the  negroes 
fbt  their  old  masters.  In  one  case  a  body  servant  of  mine  came  a  long  distance  to  see 
me ;  after  having  been  captured  by  the  Federal  Army  in  Georgia,  and  staying  with  them 
for  months,  he  came  back  to  me  just  before  the  surrender,  and  told  me  he  preferred  to 
serve  me  rather  than  have  his  freedom,  if  he  must  be  separated  from  me,  though  he 
wanted  his  freedom.  His  wife  was  my  wife^s  chambermaid.  Sh«  wanted  to  go  with 
me  to  Brunswick.  She  had  been  raised  by  my  wife,  and  had  been  raised  very  much  as 
my  wife  was.  I  had  paid  an  enormous  price  for  her  husband  after  my  maiTiage,  so  as 
.  to  have  him  with  his  wife.  I  had  been  ofiered  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  tor  him. 
which  I  had  declined.to  take.  I  would  not  have  sold  him  at  aJl,  any  more  than  I  would 
have  sold  ray  brother.  These  two  negroes  were  anxious  to  go  with  us  to  Brunswick, 
but  I  had  but  little  money  and  was  unable  to  take  them.  On  my  return  to  that  por- 
tion of  Georgia  two  years  afterward,  I  walked  from  my  father's  house  a  mile  before 
breakfast  to  their  little  cabin  to  see  them.  When  I  got  to  the  door,  the  woman  was 
sitting  at  the  breakfast- table.  As  I  opened  the  door  she  was  in  the  act  of  drinking 
cpffee  from  a  saucer.  In  her  excitement  at  seeing  me,  she  let  the  saucer  fall  upon  the 
•floor,  sprang  to  me,  gathered  me  in  her  arms,  and  sank  at  my  feet  crying  "  Massa  John, 
1  never  knew  who  my  friends  were  before.^' 

I  give  that  case  simply  as  a  sample  of  thousands  within  my  knowledge.  It  illustrates 
the  general  feelingof  the  negroes  after  the  war  toward  their  old  masters.  But  the  stateof 
feeling  is  very  diSferent  now,  though  even  now^  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  animosity. 
1  can  give  you  an  incident  which  occurred  very  recently.  As  a  del^ate  to  an  educa- 
tional convention  in  Alabama,  I  was  invited  to  make  a  speech.  General  Clanton  made  an 
address  before  me,  advocating  the  education  of  the  negro  population  at  the  hands  of 
our  people,  by  direct  taxation,  putting  the  whites  and  blacks  in  that  respect  upon  the 
same  footing.  I  followed  General  Clanton,  indorsing  the  same  idea.  The  convention, 
without  a  smgle  dissenting  vote,  indorsed  our  ideas.  We  were  afterward  waited 
tiX)on  by  a  committee  of  colored  people,  who  expressed  their  appreciation  of  our  views. 
Oujr  people  would  never  have  had  any  conflict  of  any  sort  with  the  negroes  but  for  the 
iDtroductfon  of  this  disturbinc  element — a  class  of  men  whose  object  seemed  to  be  to 
stir  up  strife  amon^  the  peop^,  and  to  create  animosity ;  and  they  did  succeed  to  some 
extent  in  creating  it ;  there  is  no  question  about  that.  They  did  win  the  colored  race 
awuy  from  the  white  race  in  a  very  great  measure.  I  believe  that  if  you  would  relieve 
otn*  State  (I  am  now  speaking  particularly  of  Georgia)  of  these  men  who  have  come 
there  since  the  war,  who  have  no  property  or  interest  there,  except  what  they  can  get 
out  of  the  negroes,  there  would  be  the  utmost  cordiality  between  the  two  races  in  that 
State,  and  thete  would  be  no  conflict.  There  could  not  be  conflict,  because  the  interests 
of  the  races  are  identical.  Our  people  have  no  interest  in  driving  these  negroes  out  of 
the  country.  Their  interest  is  directly  the  reverse.  We  want  them  there.  We  oppose 
their  being  carried  away,  even  to  Mississippi."  We  try  to  keep  out  men  who  would 
come  there  to  hire  them  and  take  them  where  they  say  they  will  pay  them  more.  In 
the  Southern  Cultivator,  the  leading  agricultural  journal  of  Georgia^,  you  will  find 
article  after  article,  from  the  first  planters  of  the  State,  opposing  the  introduction  of 
white  Ial>orerB  from  abroad,  on  the  ground  that  the  negro  is  the  proper  laborer  for  our 
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State ;  that  we  understand  hhn  and  he  nnderstandB  us.  One  gentleman,  whom  I  viit 
mention  particnlariy  as  contributing  such  articles,  is  considenS  the  chief  of  the  planU 
ers  in  Georgia— Mr.  Dixon,  of  Hancock.  Article  after  article  appears  from  his  pen, 
taking  that  ground ;  and  there  are  numbers* if  people  in  Georgia  who  a^ree  with  him- 
I  believe  a  very  large  portion  do.  We  want  to  cultivate  kindly  relations  with  tlie 
negroes.  It  is  our  interest  to  do  so;  and  besides,  (though  the  thing  may  not  be  easily 
understood  by  some,)  there  is  some  heart  in  the  matter  on  our  part :  there  is  no  question 
about  that.  I  can  say  for  myself  with  great  emphasis  and  great  honesty,  and  appeal 
to  my  God  as  my  witness,  that  I  never  entertained  toward  the  negro  race  anything 
but  the  very  kindliest  feelings. 

I  will  state  a  fact  which  I  think  will  be  borne  out  by  every  honest  man  in  Georgia— 
that  the  negro  to-day,  before  a  jury  of  southern  men  in  Geor^a,  has  as  fair  a  chance  of 
justice  as  a  white  man,  if  not  a  better  chance.  I  believe  tnis  as  firmly  as  that  I  am 
sitting  in  this  chair.  I  have  known  instances  where  negroes  on  trial  for  crime  have 
escaped  at  the  hands  of  white  juries  where  white  men  would  have  been  convicted. 
Our  juries  in  such  cases  put  their  action  on  this  ground :  "  We  are  afraid  we  will  be 
misunderstood  on  this  question.  And  besides  that,  allowance  must  be  made  for  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  negro,  and  the  influences  to  which  he  has  been  exposed 
since  the  war."  It  is  upon  this  ground  that  jurors  in  Georgia  are  inclined  to  f^Yov 
negroes  rather  thsm  otherwise.  And  I  believe  that  to  be  a  true  sample  of  the  feeling 
between  the  two  races  in  that  State. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  any  combinations  in  Georgia,  known  as  Ku-Klnx,  or 
by  any  other  name,  who  have  been  violating  law  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  any  Ku-Klux  organization,  as  the  papers  talk 
about  it.  I  have  never  heard  of  anything  of  that  sort  except  in  the  papers  and  by 
general  report;  but  I  do  know  that  an  organization  did  exist  in  Georgia  at  one 
time.  I  know  that  in  1868 — I  think  that  was  the  time— I  was  approached  and  asked 
to  attach  myself  to  a  secret  organization  in  Georgia.  I  was  approached  by  some  of  ibe 
very  best  citizens  of  the  State — some  of  the  most  peaceable,  law-abiding  men,  men  of 
large  property,  who  had  large  interests  in  the  State.  The  object  of  this  oi^anization 
Was  explained  to  me  at  the  time  by  these  parties ;  and  I  want  to  say  that  I  approved 
of  it  most  heartily.  •  I  would  approve  again  of  a  similar  organization,  under  tne  same 
state  of  circumstances. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  about  what  that  organization  was. 

Answer.  The  OTganization  was  simply  this — ^nothing  more  and  nothing  less :  it' was 
an  organization,  a  brotherhood  of  the  property-holders,  the  peaceable,  law-abiding  citi- 
zens of  the  State,  for  self-protection.  Tne  instinct  of  sell-protection  promptoa  that 
oi]B;anization ;  the  sense  of  insecurity  and  danger,  particularly  in  those  neigh borhood» 
where  the  negro  population  largely  nredominated.  The  reasons  which  led  to  this  organ- 
ization were  three  or  four.  The  first  and  msdn  reason  was  the  organization  of  the 
Union  League,  as  they  called  it,  about  which  we  knew  nothing  more  than  this:  that 
the  negroes  would  desert  the  plantations,  and  go  off  at  niglit  in  large  numbers ;  and  ou 
being  asked  where  they  had  been,  would  reply,  sometimes,  *'We  have  been  to  the 
muster;"  sometimes,  "  We  have  been  to  the  lodge ;"  sometimes,  "  We  have  been  to  the 
meeting."  These  things  were  observed  for  a  great  length  of  time.  We  knew  tliat  the 
'*  carpet-baggers,"  as  the  people  of  Georgia  cafied  these  men  who  came  from  a  distance 
and  had  no  mterest  at  all  with  us ;  who  were  unknown  to  us  entirely ;  who  from  all  we 
could  learn  about  them  did  not  have  any  very  exalted  position  at  their  homes — these 
men  were  organizing  the  colored  people.  We  knew  that  beyond  all  question.  We 
knew  of  certain  instances  where  great  crime  had  Injen  committed ;  where  overseers  had 
been  driven  from  plantations,  and  the  negroes  had  asserted  their  right  to  hold  the 
property  for  their  own  benefit.  Apprehension  took  possession  of  the  entire  public 
mind  of  the  State.  Men  were  in  many  instances  afraid  to  go  away  from  their  homes 
and  leave  their  wives  and  children,  for  fear  of  outrage.  Rapes  were  already 
being  committed  in  the  country.  There  was  this  ^*ueral  organization  of  the 
black  race  on  the  one  hand,  and  an  entire  disorganization  of  the  white  race  on  the 
other  hand.  We  were  afraid  to  have  a  public  organization ;  because  we  supposed  it 
wcmld  be  construed  at  once,  by  the  authorities  at  Washington,  as  an  organization 
antagonistic  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  was  therefore  necessary,  in 
Older  to  protect  our  families  from  outrage  and  preser\'e  our  own  lives,  to  have  some- 
thing that  we  could  regard  as  a  brotherhood — a  combination  of  the  best  men  of  tbe 
oonntry,  to  act  purely  m  self-defense,  to  repel  the  attack  in  case  we  should  be  attacked 
bv  these  people.  That  was  the  whole  object  of  ].his  organization.  I  never  heard  of  ;in.v 
disguises  connected  with  it ;  we  had  none,  very  certainly.  This  organization,  I  thinV^ 
extended  nearly  all  over  the  State.  It  was,  as*  I  say,  an  organization  purely  for  eelf- 
defense.  It  had  no  more  politics  in  it  than  the  organization  of  the  Masons.  I  never 
heard  the  idea  of  politics  suggested  in  connection  with  it. 

Question.  Did  it  have  any  antagonism  toward  either  the  State  ob^  the  Federal  (xov- 
ernment  t  gitized  by  LjOOg  If 

Answer.  None  on  earth — not  a  particle.    On  the  contrary,  it  was  purely  a  peace  police 
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orgapization,  and  I  do  know  of  some  instances  where  it  did  prevent  bloodshed  qn  a 
targe  scale.  I  know  of  one  case  in  Albany,  Georgia,  where,  bat  for  the  instmmentality 
of  this  organization,  there  would  have  been,  beyond  all  doubt,  a  conflict,  growing  out 
of  a  personal  difficulty  between  a^ black  man  and  a  white  man.  The  two  races  gathered 
on  each  side,  but  this  organization  quelled  the  trouble  easily  and  restored  peace,  with- 
out any  violence  to  anybody  and  without  a  particle  of  difficulty  with  either  the  black 
race  or  the  white.  They  stopped  one  just  as  much  as  they  did  the  other.  This  society 
was  purely  a  police  organization  to  keep  the  peace,  to  prevent  disturbances  in  our 
State.  That  was  the  motive  that  actuated  me  in  going  into  it,  and  that  was  the  whole 
object  of  the  organization,  as  explainecl  to  me  by  tiiese  persons  who  approached  me.  I 
{approved  of  the  object.  , 

Question,  You  had  no  riding  about  at  nights  f 

Anstcer,  None  on  earth.  I  have  no  doubt  that  such  things  have  occurred  in  Qeorgia. 
It  is  notoriously  stated— I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  anything  of  the  kind,  but  I 
have  reason  to  believe  it — that  disguised  parties  have  committed  outrages  in  (Georgia ; 
but  we  have  discovered  in  some  cases  that  these  disguised  parties  did  not  belong  to 
any  particular  party.  We  have  demonstrated  that  beyond  all  question  in  some  caaes* 
by  bringiuK  to  trial  and  conviction  parties  who  belonged,  for  instance,  to  the  radioed 
party,  who  nad  in  disguise  committed  oiitrages  in  the  State.  There  is  not  a  good  man 
m  Georgia  who  does  not  deplore  that  thing  just  as  much  as  any  radical  deplores  it. 
When  I  use  the  term  "radical,"  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon  the  republican  party  gen- 
erally ;  but  in  our  State  a  republictto  is  a  very  difl'erent  sort  of  a  man  from  a  republi- 
can generally  in  the  Northern  States.  In  our  State  republicanism  means  nothing  in 
the  world  but  creating  disturbance,  riot,  and  animosity,  and  filching  and  plundenng. 
That  is  what  it  means  in  our  State— nothing  else ;  there  is  no  politics  in  it.  In  the 
North  the  thing  is  very  different.  There  men  can  differ  in  politics,  and  yet  have  the 
kindliest  relations ;  in  Georgia  we  cannot  do  it  unless  we  are  willing  to  countenance 
all  sorts  of  outrages  upon  our  people.  There  are  genteel  republicans  in  Georgia,  who 
are.  just  as  safe  as  any  one  else ;  who  travel  all  over  the  State ;  who  occupy  high  posi- 
tions, and  are  never  insulted  in  the  street,  the  cars,  or  anywhere  else.  If  there  is  any 
Organisation  in  Georgia  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down  republicanism  there,  why 
does  it  nort  attack  the  leaders  of  that  party  ?  It  strikes  me  as  the  very  highest  com- 
ment^y  upon  the  law-abiding  spirit  of  the  people  of  Georgia  that  such  men  as  I  could 
name— men  in  high  position  who  have  plundered  our  people  by  the  million — still  live 
and  are  countenanced  on  the  streets,  have  no  insult's  ofiered  to  them.  The  truth  is 
simply  this :  that  individuals  in  Georgia  of  all  parties  and  all  colors  have,  I  suppose, 
committed  outrage ;  but  such  affairs  have  been  purely  personal,  just  as  they  are  when 
they  occur  anywhere  else  in  the  United  States.  I  do  not  believe  any  more  crimes  have 
be^  committed  in  Georgia  than  in  any  other  community  of  the  same  number  anywhere 
else  in  the  comitry.  That  is  my  honest  conviction.  I  donot  believe  that  any  crime 
has  ever  been  committe<l  by  this  organization  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and  of  which  I 
Was  a  member.  I  believe  it  was  purely  a  peace  police — a  law-abiding  concern.  That 
was  its  whole  object,  and  it  never  would  have  existed  but  for  the  apprehension  in  the 
minds  of  our  people  of  a  conflict  in  which  wo  would  have  had  no  sympathy  and  no 
protection.  We  apprehended  that  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  Government  would  be 
against  us ;  and  nothing  in  the  world  but  the  Instinct  of  self-protection  prompted  that 
organization.  We  felt  that  we  must  at  any  cost  protect  ourselves,  our  homes,  our 
wives  and  children  from  outrage.  We  would  have  preferred  death  rather  than  to  have 
submitted  to  what  we  supposed  was  coming  upon  us.  At  this  time  I  do  not  believe 
any  such  organization  exists,  or  has  existed  for  a  long  time.  I  have  not  heard  of  it  for 
two  years,  I  am  certain. 

Qnesiion.  Why  did  it  cease  to  exist :  why  did  it  pass  away  t 

An»wer.  Well,  sir,  it  just  dissolved  uecause  the  courts  became  generally  established ; 
and  though  the  courts  were  in  the  hands  of  the  opposite  party,  our  people  believed  they 
were  trying  to  do  justice ;  that  a  general  protection  was  extended  over  us.  Our  people 
thought  we  could  get  justice  at  the  hands  of  these  fudges;  though  they  were  of  the 
opp<«ite  party,  and  though  negroes  were  on  the  juries,  we  were  satisfied  that  in  the 
existing  condition  of  things  wo  were  safe.  Since  Governor  Bullock's  election  I  have 
not  heard  anything  of  that  organization.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  did  not  pass  away  with 
his  election.  It  certainly  lias  not  existed  since  within  my  knowledge;  and  I  think  I 
would  have  kiiown  it  if  it  had.  I  think  that  my  position  would  have  brought  it  to  my 
knowledge,  if  any  such  organization  had  existed  for  several  years  past.  As  I  have 
stated,  the  only  reason  it  has  passed  away  is,  I  think,  because  the  people  felt  safe. 
Courts  were  established  and  police  regulations  were  generally  instituted. 

You  must  remember  that  we  were  in  a  state  of  anarchy  there  for  a  long  time.  We 
had  no  law  but  drum-head  court«-martial.  Our  people  were  entirely  powerless  to  do 
anything.  We  always  felt  that  if  the  Fedei'al  troops  were  kept  in  our  midst  we  would 
be  protSted.  I  want  to  state  that  with  great  empnasis.  Our  people  have  always  felt 
that  if  the  white  troops  of  the  Federal  Army  could  have  been  stationed  in  our  midst  in 
those  negro  belts  we  would  have  been  safe.    But  the  troops  were  perhaps  two  hundred 
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miles  away ;  and  before  they  could  have  been  brought  to  our  relief  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood might  have  been  slaughtered.  Wo  then  believed  that  such  a  thing  might 
occur  on  almost  any  night.  Such  was  the  condition  of  things  in  Georgia  at  that  time. 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  exists  now,  or  has  existed  for  two  years.  To  my  certain  knowU 
edge  this  organization  never  did  exist  as  a  political  organization.  I  do  not  know  what 
may  have  been  the  case  elsewhere ;  but  very  certainly  there  was  no  politics  In  this 
thing  in  Georgia,  so  far  as  I  had  anything  to  do  with  it ;  and  I  think  that  the  organi- 
zation was  of  the  same  character  all  over  the  State — probably  over  the  South  wherever 
it  existed.  We  never  called  it  Ku-Elux,  and  therefore  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
Ku-Klux. 

Question,  In  this  connection,  while  you  are  speaking  of  the  courts  and  the  juries,  and 
their  disposition  to  punish  crime  and  do  Justice  to  black  and  white  alike,  give  us  any 
information  you  may  have  as  to  the  organization  of  the  courts,  the  political  opinions 
of  your  judges,  prosecuting  attorneys,  &c.,  their  power  over  the  juries,  and  in  general, 
the  character  of  your  judicial  administration. 

Answe)'.  The  governor  of  the  State  is  a  republican — a  Northern  man.  His  power  to 
make  appointments. extends  down  oven  to  justices  of  the  peace.  He  appoints  all 
judges,  solicitors,  and  justices  of  the  peace,  all  the  ojQScers  who  administer  justice  in  the 
State.    I  believe  they  are  all  appointees  of  the  governor. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  How  is  it  as  to  jury  commissioners  t    * 

Anstcer.  The  jury  commissioners  are  not  appointed  by  the  governor  according  to  my 
recollection ;  but  the  juries  are  drawn  indiscriminately  in  our  State  from  black  and 
white.  A  great  m^ority  of  the  judges  in  the  State  are  republicans.  I  think  that 
wherever  a  republican  could  be  obtained,  (it  was  sometimes  very  difficult,)  a  repub- 
lican was  appointed.  While  these  judges  were  not  such  men  as  fiilly  satisfied  the 
citizens  of  Georgia ;  while  they  were  not  such  men  as  tbej'  would  like  to  have  seen 
appointed ;  not  such  men  as  usually  have  held  judicial  positions  in  Georgia,  yet  .the 
people  were  reconciled  to  them.  And  I  think  they  are  sustaining  the  court*,  and  have 
ever  since  their  organization.  I  think  that  most  of  our  judges,  probably  all  of  thexn^ 
would  concur  in  this  statement. 

By  Mr.  Bkck  :  • 

Question.  Your  juries  are  selected  by  officials  who  are  generally  republican  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  both  our  grand  and  petit  juries.  Our  juries  are  drawn  firom  both 
races. 

Question.  Wherever  crime  can  bo  detected  and  such  proof  made  as  would  authorize 
a  fair  court  in  convicting,  you  think  convection  follows  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  about  it.  I  think  the  conWction  of  those  whose 
guilt  can  be  legally  proved  is  just  as  certain  in  Georgia  as  in  New  York,  Maryland^ 
Pennsylvania,  or  anywhere  else.  I  think  this  fact  must  be  patent  to  every  one  who 
has  at  all  observed  the  progress  of  things  in  Georgia.  We  have  had  a  great  many 
pardons.  That  is  a  matter  about  which  1  speak  with  some  delicacy  and  in  regard  to 
which  I  do  not  care  to  be  questioned ;  but  no  doubt  it  has  produced  a  feeling  of 
insecurity  in  the  State ;  and  1  think  it  probable  that  some  inexcusable  crimes  have 
been  committed  in  consequence  of  the  practice  which  has  prevailed  in  this  respect. 
In  some  cases,  parties  who  have  notoriously  violated  the  law  have  been  turned  loose 
upon  the  community.  Some  things  have  been  done  that  ought  not  to  have  been  done. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  case  where  life  has  been  taken.  I  do  not  know  positively  of  any- 
body having  been  whipped,  though  I  have  no  question  it  has  been  done.  I  think  there 
were  probably  some  whippings  about  Augusta.  But  the  cases  out  of  which  they  arose 
were  very  outrageous.  One  case  was  where  a  party  had  been  convict^l  of  adultery 
and  turned  loose  directly  afterward.  Another  case  was  where  a  j)arty  had  been  living 
in  open  adultery,  and  through  the  negligence  of  the  Staters  attorney  was  set  at  lilierty. 
and  returned  to  the  old  habit.  The  moral  sense  of  the  community  was  outrage<l,  and 
the  parties  were  whipped.  I  do  not  know  who  whipped  them.  But  there  is  no  dispo- 
sition in  Georgia  to  break  any  law.  The  disposition  is  quite  the  reverse.  There  is  a 
general  feeling  in  favor  of  abiding  by  any  sort  of  law,  good  or  bad.  That  is  the  inten- 
tion of  our  people — to  obey  even  bad  laws,  until  they  can  bo  rectified. 

Question,  Give  us  a  bird^s-eye  view  of  the  election  law  of  Georgia;  how  the  elections 
are  managed  and  controlled ;  what  parties  have  the  power  to  count  your  ballots,  &o., 
and  speak  particularly  about  the  last  election  in  Atlanta;  its  fairness  or  unfairnjeHs^aa 
we  have  had  before  us  a  gentleman  named  Rockafellow,  who  has  undertaken  to  give 
us  some  information  on  that  point. 

Answer.  The  election  law  of  Georgia  is  a  general  law  passed  by  the  last  legislatare, 
under  which  our  people  felt  so  discouraged  immediately  after  it  was  passed  thai 
the  general  feeling  was  not  to  attempt  to  do  anything  in  the  State  at  all.  We 
believed  it  was  passed  with  the  intention  of  carrying  the  State  for  the  republican 

arty.    For  instance,  one  of  t^e  provisions  of  the  law  was  that  there  should  be  no 
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challenging  fbr  any  cause  whatever.  Oar  people  believed  that,  as  there  were  in  the 
State  a  vast  number  of  ignorant  yonng  negroes  from  sixteen  to  twenty-one  years,  who 
did  not  know  their  age  at  all,  and  who  could  be  imposed  on  by  those  people  who  were 
trying  to  get  them  to  vote  through  the  Leaffues,  there  was  no  sort  of  protection  for  the 
l)al]ot-box  in  that  direction.  In  the  next  piace^  a  negro  in  many  cases  could  not  be 
identified.  A  mass  of  negroes  in  one  place  are  m  appearance  very  much  like  a  mass  of 
negroes  elsewhere.  For  instance,  if  you  were  to  meet  a  negro  in  the  street,  unless 
yoa  had  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  yon  might  not  distinguish  him  from  another 
negro  whom  you  might  meet  at  the  next  corner.  It  is  well  known  that  negroes  are 
balder  U>  identify  than  white  men.  The  idea  of  not  allowing  challenges  at  the  polls  was 
yery  discourac'ing  to  our  people.  Many  of  them  said,  *'  It  is  no  use  to  attempt  to  do  any- 
thing at  the  election ;  we  may  just  as  well  let  the  other  party  have  i\>  their  own  way ; 
they  will  import  negroes  fipom  other  States,  and  from  one  county  to  another,  during  the 
three  days  of  the  election ;  and  it  is  idle  for  us  to  attempt  to  do  anything."  Another 
■provision  of  the  law  was  that  no  one  except  an  officer  in  charge  of  the  election  should 
go  within  thirty  feet  of  the  polls,  except  those  who  went  to  vote.  Another  provision 
iras,  that  the  governor  should  appoint  for  each  voting  place  three  commissioners,  and 
that  the  ordinaries  of  the  county,  who  were  almost  entirely  republicans,  should 
appoint  two  others ;  the  result  was  that  when  democrats  were  nominatea  by  the 
ordinaries,  they  were  not  confirmed  by  the  senate.  There  were  some  exceptions  te  this 
role ;  but  for  some  cause  or  other  the  democratic  nominees  for  commissioners  did  not 
9^yesa  upon  the  official  list  of  commissioners  for  the  State.  Even  if  the  ordinaries 
in  every  instance  had  nominated  democrats,  and  the  nominees  had  been  confirmed  by 
the  senate,  the  re{)ub1icans  would* still  have  had  a  majority  of  the  commissioners ;  for 
the  governor  appointed  three  out  of  every  five ;  but  in  many  instances  the  officers  named 
by  the  ordinaries  were  republicans ;  sometimes,  as  I  have  said,  when  they  were  demo- 
crats, they  were  not  confirmed  by  the  senate,  but  republicans  would  be  put  in  their 
places.  Under  this  state  of  circumstances,  the  apprehension  in  Greorgiawas,  that  if  we 
dhonld  undertake  to  do  anything  at  the  election,  we  would  simply  waste  our  eftbrts, 
without  being  able  to  accomplish  anything,  and  would  only  feel  a  sense  of  outrage  in 
Che  end.  Hence  there  was  a  general  disposition  in  favor  of  letting  the  thing  pass 
without  effort. 

Question.  W^s  not  the  precinct  system  also  broken  up  t 

J^tswer,  The  precinct  system  was  broken  up.  In  a  large  majority  of  counties  the 
votes  were  all  to  be  polled  at  the  court-house.  There  may  have  been  a  few  exceptions 
in  some  of  the  counties,,  but  in  a  large  majority  of  the  counties  the  voting  was  to  bo 
done  at  the  county  seat.  Our  people  felt  that  that  was  very  antagonistic  to  their 
interests,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  very  important  \hat  white  men  who  lived  remote 
from  the  county  seat  should  be  at  home  at  the  particular  season  when  the  eleotion  was 
to  be  held,  as  it  was  about  the  time  of  the  Christmas  holidavs,  and  at  such  times  there 
is  a  general  disorganization  of  everything. .  About  the  end  of  the  year  there  is  a  general 
breaking  up  and  roaming  of  the  negroes  over  the  country.  At  that  time  there  is  no 
work  being  done ;  and  it  is  a  time  when  most  of  the  White  people  feel  that  they  cannot  very 
well  go  away  fVom  home.  In  view  of  all  these  difficulties,  the  white  people  felt  that  it 
^as  hardly  worth  their  while  to  attempt  to  do  anything.  That  was  the  feeling  imme- 
diately after  the  law  was  passed.  There  was,  however,  a  ■  reaction ;  and  they  deter- 
mined to  make  an  honest  effort  to  try  to  keep  outside  of  the  limits  prescribed  around 
the  polls,  but  to  endeavor  to  prevent  by  argument,  solicitation,  and  protest  with  the 
republican  leaders  in  the  particular  counties  any  gross  violation  of  the  general  law  of 
the  State,  to  prevent  in  that  way  any  man  from  voting  who  was  not  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  or  who  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  State  or  a  citizen  of  the  county  in  whidi  he 
offered  to  vote.  In  Atlanta,  where  I  was,  the  contest  during  the  first  day  of  the  elec- 
tion did  not  wax  warm  at  all.  The  whites  felt  discouraged,  and  they  remained  away 
l^om  the  polls  almost  entirely.  In  Atlanta  the  first  day  was  given  up  pretty  much  to 
the  blacks.  The  st  cond  day  the  whites  began  to  go  the  polls :  and  I  think  they  were 
mainly'  cjirriod. there  by  the  information  that  was  aisseminated  all  over  the  town,  that 
Foster  Blodgctt,  who  had  charge  at  that  time  of  the  State  road,  and  whose  son  was  a 
candidate  for  the  legislature  in  that  county,  contrary,  as  the  people  thought,  to  all  law, 
(for  he  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  county,  as  we  thougnt  and  stiU  tnink,)  was  bringing  in 
train-loads  of  negroes  from  other  counties  to  vote  in  Atlanta  A  number  of  the  negroes 
were  arrested,  as  the  law  provided  might  be  done.  The  law  provided-  that  arrests 
might  be  made  after  the  voting  had  been  done.  It  made  illegal  voting  a  penitentiary 
offense ;  but  it  did  not  provide  proper  means  for  preventing  the  vote  being  cast,  nor  did  it 
take  the  illegal  vote  out  of  the  count.  A  man  might  cast  an  illegal  vote,  but  could  after- 
ward be  made  to  suffer  for  it.  Fifty  or  sixty  of  these  negroes  irom  different  counties  were 
arrested  in  Atlanta,  but  it  did  no  good.  Then  the  whites  began  to  crowd  to  the  polls,  and 
the  contest  was  for  the  b^ance  of  the  time  who  should  get  to  the  poUs.  On  the  first  day, 
I  think,  there  was  some  little  conflict  somewhere  in  the  city — very  slight,  and  not  at 
the  polls  nor  about  the  election,  I  think.  It  was  a  contest  between  some  few  whites 
and  some  few  blacks— a  difficulty  which  the.police  stopped  without  any  trouble.  There 
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was  no  sort  of  difficulty  between  the  two  races  at  the  polls ;  I  do  not  tiiink  there  Was 
even  a  fisticoff  contest,  or  even  a  harsh  word  between  the  two  races.  I  do  ikol 
belieye  that  snch  an  eleetion,  with  such  a  Jam  of  people  as  there  was  at  the  polls  there, 
coold  have  been  conducted  in  any  city  of  the  North  without  bloodshed.  There  wati 
not  a  solitary  fight  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks,  though  there  was  a  fight  between 
BCTeral  whites.  There  was  no  sort  of  intimidation,  so  far  >as  I  was  able  to  diseo^rcfr, 
practiced  toward  the  black  people.  There  was,  as  I  say,  a  push  and  a  rush  to  get  at 
the  polls ;  in  that  way  there  was  a  contest,  but  there  was  no  violence  used ;  it  wAs 
simply  a  jamming  in  of  men  anxious  to  get  to  the  poUs.  I  think  it  very  llkelr  that  a 
great  many  negroes  and  a  great  many  whites  did  not  get  to  V4>te.  I  know  or  whites 
who  did  not  vote  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  to  the  .polls.  With  »  voting 
population  of  more  than  four  thousand,  it  was  impossible  for  everybody  to  get  to  Vote 
under  such  circumstances. 

Queeiion,  You  think  your  voting  population  is  between  four  and  five  thousand  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  it  is  above  four  thousand ;  I  think  it  approaches  five  thousand. 

Question.  Wnat  proportion  do  the  blacks  bear  to  the  whites  in  the  county  of  Fulton  t 

Answer,  The  whites  have  a  considerable  ro^^rity.  I  suppose  the  white  popnlatiea 
must  have  a  majority  of  four  or  five  hundred  in  the  county. 

Question.  How  many  white  republicans  do  you  suppose  there  are  in  the  city  and 
county  f 

Answer.  There  are  none  there  of  any  consequence,  except  those  connected  with  the  State 
ffovemmeut  and  the  State  road.  The  employ^  on  the  State  ruad  w«re  republicauis 
before  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  lessees,  and  a  good  many  of  them  have  been  re> 
tained.  1  give  simply  my  opinion ;  but  I  do  not  sfippose  that  in  the  whole  county 
there  are  more  than  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  white  republicans.  There  may  possibly 
be  one  hundred,  but  I  do  not  think  there  are. 

Question,  And  you  think  there  is  a  democratic  m^ority  in  the  county  of  some  5our 
hundred  ? 

Answer.  We  were  entitled  to  the  county,  and  could  have  carried  i^  without  difficnlty 
if  every  negro  and  every  white  republican  had  voted  against  us. 

Question.  The  majority  given  by  the  county  £or  local  candidates  was  only  two  hmi- 
dredand  fifty  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  two  hundred  odd ;  and  there  were  beyond  question  great  nnic* 
bers  of  illegal  votes  polled  by  negroes  from  other  counties.  A  large  number  of  negroe« 
were  arrested  ;  but  after  a  while  the  white  people  quit  arresting,  and  determined  t6 
crowd  te  the  polls  and  try  te  get  their  votes  m. 

Question.  Were  many  of  the  men  arrested  there  citizens,  beyond  all  question,  of  other 
counties  f  '    . 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;   there  is  no  question  at  all  about  that. 

Question.  The  election  there  was,  you  think,  as  fair  as  it  could  be  with  snch  a  crowd 
of  voters  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  believe  Mr.  Simon  Cameron  said  that  it  was  as  fair  as  any  election 
he  had  ever  seen  in  Pennsylvania.  Ho  was  in  Atlanta  at  the  time,  and  some  of  Ihe 
democ|^ats  went  around  to  the  Kimball  House  and  carried  him  up  to  the  polls  to  see  the 
election  going  on.  He  laughed  at  the  scramble,  but  said  he  thought  it  was  just  about 
like  elections  were  conducted  in  Philadelphia.  That  was  bis  reply  to  these  gentle- 
men who  wanted  him  to  see  for  himself  how  the  thing  was  conducted,  and  what 
amount  of  violence  there  was.  There  was  no  violouco  at  all.  If  there  was  a  drop  of 
blood  shed  in  the  whole  city  during  that  election  I  do  not  know  it,  unless  It  was  by 
the  police  knocking  somebody  down  before  the  election  came  on. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  your  State  road.  In  that  connection  I  would  like  you 
to  state  how  far  the  official  mnuagemeut  of  your  State  government  and  its  finances 
has  been  the  cause  of  dissatisfaction  among  the  people,  and  what  are  the  facts  in  i*e- 
gard  to  that  matter. 

Answer.  Well,  as  I  said  a  while  ago,  I  was  the  candidate  opposed  to  the  present 
incumbent  for  the  office  of  governor ;  and  I  do  not  want  to  speak  very  much  about 
him.  I  will  simply  mention  the  general  fact,  demonstrated  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
State,  that  a  large  number  of  bon&  havei)een  imposed  upon  our  people  without  tasr 
authority  of  law,  as  we  believe,  or  rather  in  direct  conflict  with  the.  statute,  which 
provides  (I  have  seen  the  provision  myself,  and  it  is  very  easy  to  refer  to  it)  that 
every  bond  of  the  State  shall  receive  the  signature  of  the  State  treasurer,  and  be 
recorded  by  him.  The  bonds  of  which  I  speak  were  not  recorded,  and  did  not  receive 
the  signature  of  the  treasurer.  His  signature  was  lithographed  upon  them.  That  fact 
of  itself  created  a  very  great  degree  of  dissatisfaction  in  our  State,  and  a  great  deal 
of  bitterness  toward  the  particular  party  responsible  for  it.  But  the  point  that  was 
more  potent  than  any  other,  and  about  which  I  can  speak  without  any  sort  of  indeli- 
cacy, was  the  management  of  the  St^tte  road  under  the  governor's  appointees.  When 
the  road  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wallace,  the  former  superinteudeut,  it  was, 
according  to  my  recollection,  generally  paying  into  the  treasury  from  $25,000  to  ^0,000 
per  montu.  "^ 
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QuMHon*  That  road,  I  believe,  was  the  great  lelianoe  of  the  State  to  keep  up  its 
fijiances  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  was  coining  to  that.  The  income  from  this  road  befpre  the  war 
had  relieved  our  people  from  tax  entirely,  or  very  nearly  so.  My  recollection  is  that  we 
bad  no  State  tax  for  the  support  of  the  government  of  Georgia  at  all ;  that  the  State 
road  supported  the  government.  It  was  on  that  ground  that  the  citizens  Avonld  never 
part  with  it*  It  is  a  grand  trunk  line,  a  most  important  railroad  route,  and  ought  to 
be  beyond  all  question  the  best  paying  road  in  the  State,  if  not  in  the  South.  It  ex- 
tends from  Atlanta  to  Chattanooga.  At  Chattanooga  it  connects  with  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  road,  extending  to  Memphis,  Tennessee :  the  Nashville  and  Chatta- 
nooga Railroad,  extending  to  Nashville,  and  connecting  with  Louisville  and  Cincinnati ; 
tihefiast  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Railroad,  extending  to  Knoxville,  and  connecting  with 
this  city  and  the  North  generally ;  and  there  are  one  or  two  other  branches  that  con- 
nect with  it.  At  Atlanta  this  State  road  feeds  the  main  C^rgia  road  leading  from  At- 
lanta to  Augusta,  and  to  the  sea-coast,  Charleston,  around  to  North  Carolina,  and  so 
on.  At  Atlanta  also  it  connects,  via  Macon,  with  a  road  leading  to  Savannah  and  the* 
ooast,  and  down  to  Southwest  Georgia  and  the  gi'eat  cotton  belt  of  our  State,  to  Co- 
lumbus, Georgia,  and  over  into  Southeast  Alabama.  It  connects,  on  the  other  hand,  ^ith 
the  road  leading  from  Atlanta  to  West  Point,  Georgia,  and  on  to  Montgomery,  Missis- 
sippi, &c.  This  road  is  the  grand  trunk  connecting  these  various  lines,  none  of  these 
roiftds  having  any  other  feeder.  It  carries  everything  that  goes  over  any  of  those  roads 
through  Georgia  to  the  sea-coast,  or  from  the  sea-coast,  through  upper  Georgia,  toward 
the  West.  As  to  the  Tennessee  r^ads  I  am  not  able  to  speak ;  but  in  some  of  tbe  Georgia 
roadis  I  am  interested,  and  I  can  speak  of  them.  The  West  Point  road  has  paid  a  divi- 
,  djeud  regularly  of  8  per  cent. 

Question,  Has  it  not  recquipped  itself  and  done  that  f 

Answ€9'.  Yee,  sir ;  a  large  portion  of  it  was  destroyed  by  General  Sherman,  and  the 
road  has  had  to  be  reequipped. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 

Question,  You  mean  the  road  from  Atlanta  to  West  Point  t 

Anfficer.  Yes,  sir.  Tbe  West  Point  road  we  call  it,  extending  from  Atlanta  to  West 
Pointj  and  couiniunicatiug  with  Montgomery  and  Meridian,  Mississippi,  i&c.  It  has 
reeqjupped  itself,  and  has  paid  regularly,  I  believe,  4  per  cent.  semi-aunuaUy.  The 
Georgia  road  has  done  the  same  thing.  The  superintendent  told  me  it  had  earned  10 
per  cent.,  and  had  a  largo  surplus  besides  the  dividebd  which  had  been  regularly 
declared.  That  road  was  almost  entirely  destroyed.  Tbe  Macon  and  Western  road 
has  increased  its  stock  very  largely,  and  its  dividends  have  been  enormous,  certainly 
moi-e  than  12  per  cent.  I  think  on  the  original  stock  of  thfe  company  the  dividend 
lias  been  more  than  20  per  cent.  That  is  my  impression  ;  1  do  not  stat«  it  as  a  positive " 
fact.  But  the  dividends  have  been  large  on  all  of  these  roads.  On  the  Central  road, 
extending  from  Macon  to  Savannah,  the  dividends  have  been  so  large  tbat  the  stock 
is  largely  above  par.  The  stock  of  all  these  roads  is  at  par  or  above  par ;  the  stock  of 
none,  I  believe,  is  under  ^ar. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Every  one  of  these  roads  was  broken  up  during  the  war  f 

Answer.  All  of  them  except  the  Macon  and  Western  road,  which  was  broken  up  to 
some  extent.  The  others  were  broken  up  very  badly ;  torn  all  to  pieces ;  destroyed  al- 
most entirely. 

Question,  From  one  end  to  the  other  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  State  road,  which  feeds  these  roads,  Avas,  when  the  republican 
party  took  possession  of  it,  paying  into  the  treasury  handsomely,  and  equipping  itself 
also.  I  observed  wben  riding  over  it,  as  I  was  going  to  New  York,  jnst  before  tliat  party 
came  into  power,  that  it  was  tbe  best  road  I  saw  between  Atlanta  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Central ;  decidedly  the  best.  It  was  in  maguiticent  order  and  finely  equipped. 
It  had  rebuilt  itself,  besides  paying  money  into  tbe  treasury.  It  was  in  tbat  condition 
when  the  republican  party  took  possession  of  it.  Wben  it  was  leased,  in  January  last, 
it  had  failed  all  the  time  to  pay  any  money  into  tbe  treasury,  vnth  tbe  exception  of  a 
brief  period.  Bunidcs  tbat,  the  road  was  utterly  worn  down  ;  it  was  probably  the  worst 
worn  road  in  our  State ;  one  of  tbe  worst  in  the  South.  Tbe  en^nes  were  worn';  the  track 
was  almost  impassable — dangerons  to  ride  over.  Itjiad  carried  during  tbe  administra- 
tion of  that  pai*ty  more  freight,  I  believe,  than  had  ever  been  carrie<l  over  it  in  tbe  same 
time  during  any  other  period  of  its  existence.  Tbe  gross  receipts  of  the  road  had  been 
more ;  the  expenditures  had  been  very  much  less,  because  the  road  had  not  been  kept 
up — had  not  been  resupplied  with  engines,  cars,  &c.,  as  had  been  usual  pi-eviously,  at 
least  to  some  extent.  Tbe  party  that  had  managed  this  road  had  absorbed  its  entire 
income,  (which  properly  belonged  to  the  State,)  with  tbe  exception  of  a  very  small  sum 
paid  when  they  first  went  into  power,  and  had  left  upon  it  a  debt  of  more  than  half  a 
million  of  doUars^I  think  three-quarters  of  a  million.    I  do  not  know  that  it  is  yet 
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known  what  the  extent  of  that  indebtedness  is.    I  have  been  out  of  the  State  niaisly  . 
for  the  last  three  or  four  months,  but  I  think  that  some  time  ago  the  aocoonts  of  debts 
idready  in  amounted  to  half  a  million  of  dollars.    So  that  several .  miUions  of  doUan 
must  beyond  all  question  have  gone  into  the  pockete  of  these  people. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  Who  are  "  these  people  t" 
Answer,  I  mean  the  republican  government  of  (Georgia.    I  do  not  know  whether  the 

governor  got  any  of  it.  I  do  not  accuse  him  of  that ;  but  the  managers  of  the  road  g<4 
^is  money,  and  did  something  with  it. 

Question,  Who  are  the  managers  f 

Anstcer,  Foster  Blodj^ett  was  the  superintendent.  His  son  was  a  conductor  upon  the 
road.  Harris,  who  organized  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  was  master  of  transportation; 
and  I  believe  he  held  some  other  office — I  forget  what  they  called  it — superintendevt 
of  the  track,  or  sometliiug  of  that  kind.  Foster  BlodgetVs  son  has  bought  and  is 
^buying  a  considerable  amount  of  property  ip  Georgia.  If  he  had  any  property  when 
he  came  there,  nobody  knew  it.  It  is  perfectly  patent  to  every  man  in  the  State  that 
in  the  management  of  this  road  millions  of  dollars  have  been  taken  from  the  State, 
because  millions  of  dollars  have  gone  into  the  treasury  of  the  Stat«  road  with  the  voiy 
smallest  sums  expended.  Besides,  there  is  this  immense  indebtedness  resting  upon  the 
road. 

Questum.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Kimball  seems  to  have  sprung  up  into  impoitanee 
in  your  State.     Who  is  he  ;  and'how  has  he  been  managing  T 

Answer.  Kimball  came  to  Georgia  from  the  West,  just  after  having  gonetbrongb 
bankruptcy,  as  wa3  generally  reported  and  believed  in  Georgia.  • 

Question,  How  long  ago  t 

Ansrcer,  He  came  there  I  think  about  the  time  of  the  last  governor's  election.  I  will 
not  be  precise  upon  that  point ;  it  was  about  that  tinao ;  it  may  have  been  a  few 
months  previous  or  directly  afterwards.  It  was  probably  during  the  election  or  a  little 
previous. 

Question,  Was  he  not  a  No\v  York  man  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  was  originally  from  New  York ;  but  he  came  to  our  State  from 
some  of  the  Western  States,  according  to  my  understanding;  I  think  from  Iowa  or 
Minuesota  or  somewhere  out  there.  The  general  impression  and  public  rumor  was  that 
ke  had  just  gone  through  bankniptcy.  Of  coursn  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  that 
to  be  the  fact ;  but  it  was  the  general  rumor  aU  over  our  country.  At  the  time  he 
came  into  our  State  there  was  being  built  iii  the  heart  of  Atlanta,  by  a  joint  stook 
company,  a  building  cabled  the  Opera  House.  The  company  had  failed  to  complete  it. 
They  had  not  broken  up,  but  they  had  exhausted  their  money  ;  and  H\e  stockholders 
'  were  not  paying  in  any  more ;  the  work  was  stopped.  Mr.  Kimball  bid  it  off  at  public 
odtcry  for,  I  think,  $:JO,OOU.  That  is  my  recollection..  He  immediately  went  to  work 
upon  it  and  finished  it.  •  Public  rumor  sayf^,  and  I  b<ilieve  the  treasurer  so  states  the 
fact,  that  he  borrowed  a  considerable  amount  of  money  from  the  governor  to  finish 
it.  It  was  tinished  and  sold  to  the  State,  by  legislative  enactment,  for  $400,000. 
Tliat  is  my  recollection  of  the  amount,  though  I  will  not  state  it  positively.  The 
impression  is  that  the  building  did  not  cost  more  than  half  what  the  legislature 
paid  for  it,  and  that  the  money  of  the  State  did  a  great  deal  to  build  it^  Sinee 
then  Mr.  Kimball  has  built  a  niagnificent  hotel— the  Kimball  House — which  mint 
have  cost  from  §?:UK),000  to  $500,000.  That,  however,  is  under  mortgage  to  northern 
Xiarties  for  a  considerable  amount  of  money.  These  things  have  created  a  great  deal 
of  talk  in  our  State.  As  ^ir.  Kimball  was  one  of  this  party  that  were  intimate  with 
the  governor,  and  as  the  governor  had  furnished  money  to  finish  that  house,  and  as  Mr. 
Foster  Blodgett  and  he  were  connected  all  through  in  one  way  or  another,  the  geoertl 
opinion  in  Georgia  is  that  the  money  of  the  State  road  built  a  part  of  that  house,  and 
a  great  deal  of  it.  That  is  the  general  feeling;  I  do  not  give  my  opinion  upon  that 
subject;  I  give  you  the  general  feeling  in  Georgia  upon  the  question. 

Question,  Mr.  Kimball  is  one  of  the  lessees  of  the  road  f 

Answer,  Ye«,  sir. 

Question,  And  i)rincipal  manager  of  another  road — the  Albany  and  Brunswick  hbI^ 
roa^  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He  is  president  of  three  or  four  roads  in  Georgia,  now.  He  is,! 
think,  the  largest  stockholder  in  the  Albany  and  Brunswick  road. 

Question,  Withont  asking  your  own  opinion  upon  the  question  I  will  inquire  whether  H 
is  not  the  gen<;ral  belief  of  the  people  of  Georgia  that  the  governor  is  interested  in 
pretty  much  all  these  schemes? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  there  is  a  belief  of  that  sort. 

Question.  In  other  words,  great  discontent  has  grown  up  in  your  State  out  of  what  is 
believed  by  the  people  to  be  the  general  plundering  of  the  State  by  the  government f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  that  is  the  prime  source  of  dissatisfaction  now  in  our  Stttte. 
I  think  it  absorbs  more  of  the  thoughts  of  the  people  and  annoys  them  more  than  any- 


GEORGIA.  315 

things  else.  This  magnificent  pieoe  of  propearty.  the  State  road,  which  they  had  huilt, 
and  "which  had  been  to  them  a  sonrce  of  so  much  pride,  has  been  almost  plnoked  ont  of 
tbeur  hands.  Hence  a  very  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  G^rgia  are  quite  recon- 
ciled to  the  present  lease  of  the  road,  though  it  pays  only  $25,000  a  month.  They  are 
▼cry  glad  that  the  State  should  get  that.  In  this  view,  a  great  many  of  our  people  are 
quite  satisfied  with  that  lease.  They  think  it  is  better  to  get  that  than  to  get  nothing, 
as  l^ey  would,  if  the  recenfc  method  of  management  on  the  road  had  been  continued. 
Under  that  management^  as  they  believed,  the  road  would  have  been  utterly  destroyed. 

QliffttfMi.  Has  your  legislature  been  making  large  grants  and  donations  in  aid  of  rail- 
roadsf  v  • 

An9y>er,  Yes,  sir.  Nearly  every  road  that  has  been  chartered  in  our  State  has  received 
Stafie  aid,  as  they  call  it,  by  the  State  indorsing  the  bonds  of  the  road,  to  the  amount  of 
from  $12,000  to  $16,000  per  mile. 

t^tmUan,  Was  this  done  by  a  republican  legislature  f 

Anam^r.  Yes,  sir;  the  legislature  that  did  this  was  largely  republican.  We  have  had 
na  legislature  since  that  one. 

QwsHou.  All  the  legislation  which  has  been  enacted  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  in  Georgia,  bos  been  enacted  by  a  republican  legislature  T 

Anmoer,  Entirely  so. 

QuetiHon.  Was  it  not  a  legislature  made  republican,  not  by  the  people,  but  by  the 
interference  of  the  Federal  Government  T 

Aumfier.  It  was  a  legislature  elected  partly  by  the  people.  It  would  have  been  dem- 
ocratic, but  for  the  interference  of  General  Terry  and  tJie  military  authorities  of  the 
Stftte,  under  the  last  "  re-reoonstmotiou"  act,  as  we  call  it  in  Georgia.  • 

Question,  That  re-reconstruction  converted  a  democratic  legislature  iuto  a  republican 
le^slature  t 

Aneuer,  Yes,  sir.  We  had  elected  a  majority  of  democrats;  but  a  large  number  of 
them  were  tried  by  military  commission,  and  turned  out,  mainly  on  tlie  ground  that 
they  were  not  eligible'  under  the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  Some 
of  them  were  eligible  under  that  amendment  and  were  turned  out  wrongfully. 

Question,  Were  they  tried  in  any  court  f 

Amswef,  No,  sir;  they  were  tried  by  the  military,  under  the  orders  of  General  Terry. 

Question.  Were  those  military  officers  clothed  with  any  judicial  authority,  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States? 

Anstoft'  None  at  all. 

Question,  Members  duly  elected  were  turned  out,  and  minority  men,  who  had  been 
de&ated  at  the  polls,  were  put  in,  by  order  of  those  military  authorities  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  most  obnoxious  thing  we  had,  during  the  whole  progress 
of  this  reorganization  of  the  legislature,  was  the  bringing  in  of  that  man  Harris. 

Question,  Who  wsishel 

Ansfwer.  He  was  utterly  unknown  to  our  people,  except  that  he  was  what  we  called 
a  ^  carpet-bagger."  He  was  a  man  who  had  come  to  our  State  after  the  war,  with  no 
interest  there.  He  belonged  to  this  party  connected  with  the  State  road.  He  was  one 
of  the  officials  of  that  road,  not  a  men^ber  of  the  legislature  at  all.  This  man,  who 
hjid  no  official  connection  whatever  with  the  government  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  was 
brovght  in  there,  and  put  over  the  house  of  representatives ;  ho  took  the  chair  and 
refiiaed  to  allow  men  to  be  sworn  in  whom  he  suspected  to  be  ineligible— men  who 
wen  willing  to  take  the  oath  and  risk  the  consequences.  He  said.  *^  Yon  shall  not  be 
sworn  in^  until  you  go  before  the  military  commission."  The  law  of  Congress,  it  will 
be  remembered,  provided  that  any  man  who  presented  himself  might  bo  sworn  in,  but 
tharti  he  might  be  tried  afterward  for  perjury,  if  anybody  saw  tit  to  prosecute  him. 
There  were  numbers  of  democrats  who  were  willing  to  take  the  oath  that  they  were 
eligible^  and  risk  a  trial ;  in  other  words,  they  were  willing  to  swear  that  they  had  not 
taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  afterward  partici- 
pated in  the  rebellion.    They  were  denied  the  opportunity  by  this  man  Harris. 

Question,  These  men  were  willing  to  risk  even  a  military  trial  on  that  question  t 

Answer,  The^v  were  willing  to  risk  any  sort  of  a  trial  on  it ;  but  they  were  denied  by 
Harris  the  privilege  of  taking  the  oath.  Though  he  was  utterly  without  lawfiil 
aai&ority,  he  usurped  the  most  unprecedented  power.  Without  any  authority  from  the 
house,  he  would  adjourn  it  when  he  chose.  He  would  declare  the  house  adjourned 
from  one  hour  to  another,  to  suit  his  convenience.  There  was  never  a  more  arbitrary 
and  outrageous  procedure  than  the  conduct  of  this  man  Harris.  * 

QmeaUon.  Who  put  hini  there  f 

Answer.  General  Terry,  I  believe ;  I  am  not  positive  now  about  that ;  he  was  put 
there  either  by  General  Terry  or  by  the  govern  or. 

Question,  Is  it  not  a' fact  that  through  the  manipulations  of  Terry  and  Bullock,  one  or 
1>«th^h{y  means  of  this  man  Harris  and  others,  a  legislature  which  as  elected  wasdemo- 
cratiiv  ^w»  co«Terted  into  a  republican  legislature  ?  C^ooolp 

xSB,  Sir*  y  y  ^x 
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^wBsiUm!  And  this  legialataie,  created  in  that  way,  lias  taxed  your  people  in.  evwy 
oonceivable  form  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  eir. 

.Question,  Do  ^ou  know  what  the  debt  of  the  State  is  now  I 

Answer,  No,  sir;  nobody  knows  what  it  is.  We  know  that  it  has  pro^blybeeA 
trebled  by  our  present^  State  administration, 

Mr.  Bjlaib.  If  I  were  in  the  phbce  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  I  wonld  let  those  wtw 
made  the  debt  pay  it. 

Answer,  1  am  very  willing  to  say  here  and  elsewhere  that  the  feeling  of  the  p«i^e 
of  Georgia  is  very  distinctly  this :  that  but  for  the  odiam  aod  possible  dama^i^e  which 
would  be  brought  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  not  one  dollar  of  those  bonds  wonld  be  - 

Said ;  there  is  no  sort  of  question  about  that ;  but  the  people,  I  think,  will  pay  the 
ebt  rather  than  damage  the  credit  of  the  State.  I  know  that  the  general  feeling  at 
the  North  is  that  our  people  are  hostile  toward  the  Government  of  the  United  Steves; 
Upon  that  point  I  wish  to  testify,  and  hence  I  have  introduced  it ;  I  want  to  state  what 
I  know  upon  that  subject.  Commanding  as  I  did,  Jackson's  corps  of  the  con&deiwta 
army,  for  some  time  before  the  surrender,  and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  one  win^of 
that  army,  I  know  very  well  that  if  the  programme  which  oar  people  saw  set  on  fool 
at  Appomattox.  Court-House  had  been  carried  out — ^if  our  people  had  been  met  tn  the 
spirit  which  we  believe  existed  there  among  the  officers  and  soldiers,  from  Genend 
Grant  down — we  would  have  had  no  disturbance  in  the  South,  and  we  wonld  longsinee 
have  had  a  very  different  state  of  things  in  this  country.  I  believe  that  as  firmly  as  I 
believe  in  my  own  existence.  I  know  it  was  generally  fslt  that  there  was  shown 
toward  the  officers  and  men  who  surrendered  at  Appomattox  Conrt-Houae  a  degree  of 
courtesy  and  oven  deference  which  was  surprising  and  gratifying,  and  which  produoed  at 
the  time  a  very  fine  efiect.  I  wan  t  to  say,  moreover,  that  the  alienation  of  our  poople  &nm 
the  Government — an  alienation  which,  resulting  from  the  war,  continned  to  some  eac- 
tent  immediately  after  the  war — has  been  increased  since  that  time,  by  the  course  whidi 
our  people  believe  has  been  wrongfully  pursued  toward  them.  Whether  right  or  wroD^ 
it  is  the  impression  of  the  southern  mind — it  is  the  conviction  of  my  own  mind,  m 
which  I  am  perfectly  sincere  and  honest-^that  we  have  not  been  met  in  the  pi^^»er 
spirit.  We,  in  Georgia,  do  not  believe  that  we  have  been  allowed  proper  credil  for 
9ur  honesty  of  pnrposc.  We  believe  that  if  onr  people  had  been  trusted,  as  we  tbongtit 
we  ought  to  have  been  trusted — if  wo  had  been  treated  in  the  spirit  which,  as  we  thonrai^ 
was  manifested  on  the  Federal  side  at  Appomattox  Court-House — a  spirit  which  iBBpUed 
that  there  had  been  a  confiict  of  theories^  an  honest  dliieronce  of  opinion  as  to  bnr 
rights  under  the  General  Government — a  diffi^rence  upon  which  the  South  had  adopted 
one  construction,  and  the  North  another,  both  parties  having  vindicated  their  stnoerity 
upon  the  field  iu  a  contest,  which,  now  tliat  it  had  been  fought  ont,  was  to  be  foi|pot» 
t^eu — if  this  had  been  the  spirit  in  which  we  had  been  treated,  the  alienatiou  woold 
have  been  cured.    There  is  no  question  about  that. 

Itut  to  say  to  bur  people,  "  You  are  unworthy  to  vote ;  you  cannot  bold  office ;  wo 
are  unwilling  to  trust  you ;  you  are  not  honest  men;  your  former  slaves  are  better  fit- 
ted to  administer  the  laws  than  you  are  " — this  sort  of  dealing  with  us  has  emphatio- 
ally  alienated  our  people.  The  burning  of  Atlanta  and  all  the  devastation  through 
Georgia  never  created  a  tithe  of  the  animosity  that  has  been  created  by  this  sort  of 
treatment  of  our  people.  Not  that  we  wanted  offices ;  that  is  not  the  point  at  sU, 
though  our  people  feel  that  it  is  an  outrage  to  say  that  the  best  men  in  our  midst  sihall 
not  hold  office.  The  feeling  is  that  you  have  denied  that  we  are  worthy  of  tnist ;  ttet 
we  are  men  of  honor ;  that  we  will  abide  by  our  plighted  faith.  We  feel  a  sense  of 
wrong  as  honorable  men.  We  do  not  think  we  have  done  anything  in  the  dark.  We 
think  that  when  we  tried  to  go  out,  we  did  it  boldly,  fairly  and  squarely,  staking  our 
lives  upon  the  issue.  W^e  thought  we  were  right.  I  am  one  who  thought  so  at  the 
time ;  I  thought  I  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  as  I  did.  I  am  not  ^oing  into  that  question 
except  to  say  that  our  people  were  conscientious  in  what  they  did.  They  wore  om- 
scieutions  when  they  took  the  obligation  at  Appomattox  and  elsewhere  at  thettMoof 
surrender.  They  felt  that  as  honest  men  they  ought  to  be  trusted,  and  that  Ibsre 
ou^ht  to  have  been  an  end  of  the  thing.  We  had  fought  the  contest  out ;  we  had  bera 
delcated ;  and  we  thought  that  ought  to  be  the  last  of  it.  That  was  the  way  we  felt 
at  the  South.  By  the  course  that  has  been  pursued  toward  us  since  the  snrrend«FW« 
have  been  di6api>ointed,  and  the  feeling  of  alienation  among  our  people  has  intMs 
way  been  increased  more  than  by  any  other  one  fact.  In  addition  to  that  we  in  Geofgia 
think  that  some  of  the  most  grievous  outrages  have  been  inflicted  upon  our  pedpieliy 
the  military  authorities  sustained  by  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Has  not  the  fact  to  Avhich  you  have  referred,  that  men  like  Bullock,  HaaDS, 
and  others  whom  you  denominate  ''  political  carpet-bakers"  should  have  come  afliOBW 
you  and  plundered  your  people  for  tneir  own  private  profit,  the  government  getting 
no  benefit  from  their  exactions — ^has  not  this  fact  added  very  much  to  the  state  of 
feeling  T 
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Jnawer,  Immensely.  I  am  satisfied  that  oar  people  would  have  been  better  recon- 
eiled  to  all  this  plundering  if  it  had  gone  to  reheving  them  from  general  taxation ;  if 
the  government  had  got  the  benefit  of  it,  it  wonld  have  been  a  much  less  serious  mat- 
ter; but  these  people  have  plundered  us  without  doing  us  any  good.  In  Georgia  the 
remark  is  often  made  that  Kimbim  is  a  clever  fellow,  t)eoause  whatever  money  he  has 
made  he  has  kept  among  us.  The  same  feeling  would  exist  towiurd  these  other  feUows 
who  have  gotten  our  money,  if  we  had  obtained  any  ben^t  in  any  way,  either  by  the 
eeoieial  reduction  of  the  taxes  of  the  government,  or  by  the  building  up  of  the  State. 
But  as  a  general  thing  these  people  have  gotten  the  money,  and  have  used  it  for  their 
ow^lfiirivate  ends.  It  is  this  sort  of  plundering,  committed  by  public  officers  to  fill 
tbsir  i>WQ  nocketo,  that  has  so  incensed  our  people.  Such  things  are  very  hard  to  bear ; 
and  I  tiiink  we  have  behaved  vwy  handsomely  und^  the  circumstances ;  I  think  we 
hare  behaved  as  scarcely  any  other  people  on  earth  would  behave  in  the  same  situa* 
Hon.  We  have  not  killed  anybody  hardly ;  some  fellows  have  been  killed — I  do  not 
know  who  killed  th^n ;  1  know  that  the  organization  of  which  I  spoke  had  noth^ 
ing  to  do  with  it ;  I  know  that  some  of  them  were  killed  by  their  own  party,  quite  as 
rnaoyy  I  think,  as  were  killed  by  our  party.  Some  of  their  party  have  been  convicted. 
Hone  of  our  party  have  been  convicted,  though  they  have  been  tried  by  military 
commissions,  where  certainly  there  ought  to  have  been  a  fair  chance  so  far  as  the 
Govenunent  was  concerned.  Men  of  the  radical  party  have  been  convicted  by  radical 
ooorts,  for  taking  the  lives  of  radicals ;  so  that  there  is  no  question  about  their  guilt. 

Qme$Hm^.  The  killing  of  Ashbum  has  been  alluded  to  once  or  twice  by  witnesses  be* 
fore  the  committee.    State  what  yon  know  about  the  circumstances  of  that  case. 

Atmoer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  Ashbum,  except  that  he  was 
killed  by  parties  in  Columbus,  and  that  the  general  feeling  in  Columbus  is  that  he  was 
killed  by  membeia  of  his  own  party,  in  which  there  was  a  division  at  that  time.  This 
I  give  simply  as  public  rumor:  the  public  rumor  is  that  there  had  been  a  split  in  his 
party,  among  some  negroes  and  others ;  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  bitterness  be- 
tween the  two  factions ;  and  the  g|eneral  belief  was  that  Ashbum's  life  was  taken  by 
members  of  his  own  party.  Certain  young  men  wero  arrested  in  Columbus  for  the 
murdetr. 

Queatiim,  Who  were  they  f 

Answer,  Well,  there  was  young  Grimes--a  son  of  Dr.  Grimes ;  there  was  Dr.  Kirk- 
se^ ;  there  was  also  a  youn^  man  named  Chipley,  whose  father  lives  in  Kentucky;  and  a 
young  man  bv  the  name  ot  Dawson. 

Qmstion,  They  were  respectable  young  men  I 

Anmcer.  There  were  no  better  families  in  our  State.  Those  arrested  were  among  the 
very  best  young  men  in  the  city  of  Columbus.  Some,  whom  I  had  known  myself 
aH  Uieir  lives,  were  perfectly  quiet  and  inoffensive ;  they  wore  boys.  Young  Grimes  is 
a  soirt  of  family  connectiun  of  my  wife's,  and  I  had  reason  to  know  him.  He  is  more 
like  A  girl  than  a  mam  s^ad  the  same  may  be  said  of  one  of  the  other  young  men. 
Those  two  I  happened  to  know  very  intimately,  having  known  them  pretty  much  all 
their  lives.  The  others  are  young  men  of  first-rate  reputation— ruone  better  in  our 
Sibate.    Thej  were  arrested  in  Columbus,  by  the  military,  without  any  charges  at  all. 

ijfuetHon.  How  were  the^  treated  I 

Amtwer,  They  were  carried  to  Atlanta  under  gaatd.  There  was  a  plank  inclosure 
bnilt  for  them  as  a  prison.  This  house  was  only  a  single  thickness  of  planks ;  it  was 
oat  in  the  open  field,  under  the  sun,  where  there  was  no  shade.  Cells  were  laid  off 
whidi,  fironi  what  I  can  learn,  were  certainly  not  over  six  feet  b^  eight.  Dr.  Kirksejj^, 
who  iH  a  large  man,  told  me  himself,  after  he  was  released,  that  m  lying  on  his  back  in 
his  cell  his  shoulders  touched  on  each  side  of  the  cell.  I  believe  that  he  is  a  tmthfhl 
man  ;  I  know  that  is  his  reputation,  and  I  believe  he  told  me  the  truth.  My  wife  went 
there  once  or  twice,  at  first,  with  a  great  many  other  ladies  residing  in  the  town,  to 
carry  the  prisoners  some  delicacies ;  for  a  long  time  the  prisoners  were  denied  the  priv- 
ili»ge  of  receiving  anything  of  that  sort  sent  by  the  citizens  ;  finally  that  rigidity  was 
relaxed,  and  they  were  allowed  to  receive  articles  of  food  and  delicacies.  On  one  oc- 
eaaioB  when  my  wife  went  to  visit  tl»  prisoners  her  nerves  were  so  mnch  shocked  by 
whm^  she  saw  of  the  treatment  of  those  young  men  that  it  made  her-  sick,  and  I  had 
to  forbid  her  going  there  any  more ;  she  was  omiged  to  come  away  leaning  on  the  arm 
of  a  Federal  officer.  She  came  near  fainting  by  merely  looking  at  the  spectacle ;  she 
tald  me  that  those  young  men,  when  she  saw  them,  were  panting  fbr  breath ;  they  made 
the  guards  throw  buckets  of  water  on  them  to  keep  them  from  suffocating  in  those 

QmaUaH.  It  was  hot  weather  at  that  time  I 

Answer,  Excessively  hot ;  it  was  during  the  very  hottest  portion  of  the  summer  and 
one  of  the  hottest  seasons 'we  ever  had. 

Question,  It  was  in  June,  1868, 1  believe f 

A»m$er»  Yes,  sir.  Those  young  men  were  so  debilitated  when  released  from  their 
eo^kiemeut  that  some  of  them  were  unable  to  walk  without  support,  though  they  were 
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vigoroas  when  put  in  there.  They  came  very  near  loeine  their  Kres;  the  doetots 
thought  that  one  or  two  of  them  would  die  afterward.  "Tney  were  AnaDy  farted  fty-a 
military  oommission.  They  were  taken  out  once  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  some 
Mends:  I  do  not  know  whom.  We  made  every  e£fort  in  the  world  tohavet^in 
released.  We  <^ered  to  give  bail  for  them  to  any  amount  that  oould  be  named.  The 
citizens  of  AtUmta  would  have  pledged  the  entire  property  of  the  city,  if  necessary,  io 
bail  them  out.  But  bail  was  reused.  Finally  they  were  let  out  into  the  bnifaclcs, 
where  there  wwe  better  quarters  furnished  for  them.  They  remained  out  a  shoit  tiB^ 
when  a  detective,  or  perhaps  more  than  one,  was  sent  to  Atlanta,  and  then  they  were 
put  back  into  the  cells  a  second  time.  The  detective  or  detectives  made  ovety  eflf^  in 
various  ways  to  draw  something  out  of  them  in  the  form  of  a  confession,  but  failed  to 
do  BO.  The  young  men  were  finally  tried  by  a  military  commission  and  acquitted.  Doe 
party  professed  to  turn  State's  evidence  acainst  them.  He  professed  to  have  bebb  in 
the  crowd  that  killed  Ashbum ;  but  his  evidence  was  utterly  broken  down  by  bts  stating 
a  fact  that  was  a  physical  impossibility.  He  stated  that  he  was  present  on  the  occasion 
of  this  killing.  He  was  asked  whether  he  was  as  positive  about  that  as  he  was  abont 
the  balance  of  his  testimony.  He  said  he  was.  They  then  proved  that  from  where 
he  was  the  day  before,  it  would  have  been  perfectly  impossible  for  him  to  have  reacftcd 
the  scene  of  the  occurrence  at  the  time  of  the  killing.  That  was  the  turning  point  in 
the  evidence.  The  prosecution  failed  to  establish  any  case  at  all,  and  the  prisoners 
were  discharged.  It  certainly  was  not  an  unfair  trial  so  far  as  the  Government  was 
concerned,  because  the  trial  was  conducted  by  a  military  commission,  and  all  the 
advantage  was  on  the  side  of  the  Qov^mment. 

Question.  Were  not  the  witnesses  subjected  to  a  great  deal  of  torture  in  Order  to  extort 
evidence  against  the  prisoners  f 

Answ€t\  0,  yes,  sir.  A  negro  who  was  arrested  in  Savannah  was,  it  was  publicly 
stated,  (it  has  never  been  contradicted,  and  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  about  the  truth  of 
the  statement,)  put  into  a  sweat-box  at  Fort  Pulaski,  was  taken  out  morning  after 
morning  and  plac^  in  front  of  a  cannon  and  told  that  his  head  would  be  blown  off 
in  five  minutes  if  be  did  not  tell  what  he  knew  about  the  matter.  His  invariable  reply 
was,  "  Massa,  I  don't  know  anything  about  it."  That  process  was  repeated  with  him 
morning  after  morning.  This  was  the  public  statement  of  the  newspapers  at  the  time, 
and  it  never  was  contradicted.  Of  course  I  was  not  present,  and  I  only  give  what  was 
the  general  rumor. 

Question.  This  was  done  under  General  Meade  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  the  military  style  of  confining  prisoners  and  getting  evidence  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  young  men  were  arrested  without  any  charges  being  preferred. 
They  did  not  know  for  a  great  while  what  they  were  in  custody  for.  They  had  no  idea 
what  was  the  charge,  except  from  general  rumor. 

Question.  Georgia  has  had  to  undergo  a  great  deal  of  reconstruction  and  re-recon- 
struction—civil,  military,  pecuniary,  and  otherwise  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  feeling  between  the  two  races  in  Georgia,  I  will  say 
that  the  negroes  there  now  can  build  a  church  or  a  school-house  anywhere  in  flie 
State  by  subscriptions  from  the  whites.  I  will  guarantee  that  they  can  now  raise 
more  monev  among  our  people,  poor  as  they  are,  to  build  a  church  than  they  could 
raise  anywnere  in  the  North,  amon^the  same  number  of  people  with  the  same  amount 
of  means. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  What  class  of  the  citizens  of  Georgia  are  affected  by  the  disabilities  imposed 
by  the  fourteenth  amendment  I 

Answer.  The  venr  best  men  in  our  State.  It  is  very  hard  to  find  a  first-class  man 
who  is  not  afiecteu  by  them.  There  are  some  few  (I  include  myself  among  the  gcod 
people  of  Georgia)  who  are  not  afiected  by  those  disabilities.  I  never  held  an  office 
before  the  war,  and  I  believe  General  Wright  never  did.  But  I  believe  that  we  are 
among  the  very  few.  There  are  very  few  men  in  the  State,  who  have  any  sort  of  promi- 
nence, who  were  not  affected  by  the  fourteenth  amendment,  imposing  disabilities.  I 
never  was  a  candidate  for  any  office  in  my  life,  until  the  last  election. 

Question.  Does  not  the  disability  provision  exclude  from  ofllce  the  great  mass  of  ^ 
intelligence  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  It  embraces  all  the  leading,  educated  gentlemen  of  our  State.  A  very  large 
ma^iority  of  the  intellect  of  Georgia  is  disfranchi^d. 

Question,  .Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  a  matter  of  complaint  and  discontent  to  the  entire  people 
of  the  State,  that  they  should  thus  be  deprived  of  the  services  of  their  best  men  T 

Answer.  (),  yes,  sir.  They  feel  it  to  be  a  very  great  wrong.  It  comes  very  nearly 
home  to  us  in  our  State  legislation.  We  want  our  good  men  in  the  legislature,  and  we 
cannot  get  them  there.  Our  legislatures  are  noteriously  weak  on  account  of  tite  dis- 
franchisement of  our  best  men.    Our  legislators  are  probably  as  good  as  the  young 
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mw  of  any  country  conld  be ;  but  their  yoath  and  inexperience  deprives  them  of  that 
eSicieney  which  older  and  more  experienced  men  would  have.  The  fact  that  we  cannot 
put  our  good  men  in  the  legislature,  creates  a  vast  deal  of  dissatisfaction.  The  dis- 
^anohisemeut  of  our  best  and  most  intelligent  citizens  is  one  of  the  prime  sources  of 
dissatisfaction  in  our  State.  As  I  said  a  while  ago,  the  feeling  of  alienation  toward 
the  Government  has  been  vastly  increased  by  this  di^ranchisement.  We  feel  that  it 
is  a  great  wrong  upon  us,  not  only  in  the  light  in  which  I  spoke  of  it  a  while  ago,  but 
in  depriving  the  State  of  the  services  of  those  men  In  makiug  aud  administering  the 
laws, 

Queaiion.  In  your  representation  in  Congress,  as  well  as  in  the  State  government,  it 
d^arives  you  of  the  services  of  your  ablest  inen  f 

Answer,  Certainly. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  effect  of  general  amnesty  would  be  salutcayf 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  it  would  have  a  very  quieting  effect  upon  the  people;  it  would 
go  a  great  ways  toward  stopping  the  complaints  agftinst  the  Government. 

Qveetien.  And  the  hard  feeling  f 

Answer,  And  the  hard  feeling  and  bitterness.  It  would  go  a  great  ways  in  that 
direction. 

By  the  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  were  in  favor  of  secession  in  1861 V 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  advocated  secession  then. 

Question,  I  did  not  undei-staud  distinctly  what  you  stated  in  regard  to  your  connec- 
tion with  the  confederate  army.    What  was  your  position  in  that  army  ? 

Answer.  I  began  as  a  captain.  Before  the  surrender,  I  commanded  Jackson's  corps, 
the  second  corps  of  the  army }  and  at  the  surrender,  I  commanded  one  wing  of  tne 
army. 

Question.  You  were  the  democratic  candidate  for  governor  at  the  last  election  against 
Governor  Bullock  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  '  • 

Question.  Speaking  about  the  coast  recion  of  Georgia,  you  spoke  of  the  colored  troops 
liaving  been  removed  from  there;  at  what  time  were  they  removed? 

Answer.  My  recollection  ia  that  it  was  in.  1866 ;  but  I  am  not  very  positive  as  to  the 
date. 

Question,  White  troops  were  sent  in  place  of  the  negro  troops  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  white  troops  were  sent  at  once  by  General  Grant^s  order. 

Que^Mn,  Did  the  condition  of  things  improve  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  very  much.    It  was  a  great  relief. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  peculiar  lan|B;uage  spoken  by  the  ignorant  negroes  on  the 
coast.    What  is  the  cause  of  that  peculiarity  f 

Answer.  I  think  their  present  dialect  is  a  relic  of  the  African  speech.  It  is  very  pe- 
culiar. It  is  not  found  in  every  neuro  on  the  coast,  but  it  belongs  to  a  lar^e  majority 
of  the  rice-plantation  and  Stta-lsland  negroes.  The  bulk  of  them  have  this  peculiar 
style  of  talking.  If  you  were  to  hear  it  you  might  understand  some  words,  but  many 
you  would  not. 

Question.  Is  the  difference  in  the  manner  of  pronouncing  the  words,  or  in  the  words 
themselves  f 

Answer.  It  is  in  the  words  themselves,  and  also  iu  the  manner  of  pronouncing  them. 

Question.  Why  is  it  that  the  peculiarity  exists  there  more  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
State? 

Answer,  Simply  because,  in  other  parts  of  the  State  the  negroes  have  come  much 
more  in  contact  with  the  whites,  and  have  in  that  way  been  taught.  These  negroes 
on  the  coast  have  very  rarely  come  in  contact  with  the  whites. 

Qjuestioa,  I  think  you  said  that  the  proportion  of  negroes  to  the  white  people  in  that 
locality  was  as  ten  to  one? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  forbearance  of  the  whites  during  the  occupancy  of  that 
locality  by  the  colored  troops ;  what  did  you  mean  f 

Answeir.  I  meant  forbearance  under  the  outrages  and  insolence  of  the  negroes — tbe 
insults  which  were  offered  to  our  people  on  the  streets.  The  spirit  exhibited  by  the 
black  troops  extended  itself  to  the  other  negroes.  There  was,  at  that  time,  a  determi- 
nation in  Georgia  not  to  allow  any  conflict  oetween  the  races.  * 

^lueslAon,  You  mean  there  was  such  forbearance  as  to  prevent  difficulties  between 
man  and  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  Union  Leagues  have  been  disbanded  since  1868  f 
.  Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  I  know  that  at  the  last  election  the  negroes  were  marched 
np  to  the  polls  in  long  files  like  soldiers ;  in  some  localities,  not  in  every  county. 

Question,  You  have  not  heard  of  any  Uniou  Leagues  assembling  there  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years  t  ^ 
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Antwer.  I  do  not  think  I  hftre ;  I  Am  not  infonned  at  all  nfon  the  qneation  of  the  CK- 
iBtence  of  those  Leai^aes ;  bat  I  have  not  heard  anything  oi  tnat  kind.  There  has  been 
no  public  talk  about  it  one  way  or  the  other,  either  about  diebanding  them  or  oontmv- 
ing  them. 

Qu€9tunL  Ton  spoke  of  the  relations  between  the  neffroeri  and  their  former  mastets. 
Is  there  not  a  class  of  whites  who  were  non^slayehol^sra— I  mean  white  peo;>le  of  a 
rather  iow>  order— who  feel  a  great  deal  of  animosity  towards  the  n^;roes  because  tke 
negroes  have  been  raised  to  snmething  of  a  level  with  themselves  I 

Antwer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  think  they  recognize  the  fact  that  the  negroes  are  raised 
on  a  level  with  them. 

Question,  I  mean  approaching  it  or  tending  in  that  direction  f 

Answer,  I  think  I  can  answer  so  as  to  give  an  idea  of  what  is  the  state  oi  things.  I 
think  there  is  more  of  that  feeling  of  antagonism  toward  the  negro  among  the  labor- 
ing class  of  whites  than  there  is  among  the  better  class. 

Question.  You  mean  than  there  is  among  the  old  daveholders  T 

Answer,  Yes,  air,  and  property  holders. 

Question.  Is  there  not  an  autagonism  toward  the  colored  people  on  the  part  of  tiioie 
whites  who  were  not  slaveholders  and  do  not  own  much  property  I 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  you  would  discover  auy  more  antagonism  between  tUoie 
two  classes  than  you  would  find  among  competing  laborers  anywhere.  I  have  been 
upou  the  great  plantations  there  where  white  and  black  laborers  are  employed  to- 
gether.   I  have  had  white  and  block  domestics  at  the  same  time  in  my  own  house. 

Questian.  Do  you  apprehend  any  danger  of  collision  or  trouble  between  tlie  races 
being  produced  by  that  class  of  men  f 

Answer.  O,  no.  We  have  no  sort  of  apprehension  in  (Georgia  as  to  any  collision  be- 
tween the  races.  I  think  the  time  for  apprehending  anything  of  that  sort  has  passed. 
Everything  there  now  is  as  quiet  and  peaceable  as  it  is  anywhere  in  the  world.  I  be- 
lieve there  oonld  scarcely  have  been  held,  in  any  other  State  of  the  Union,  such  an 
election  as  we  had  the  last  time — an  election  with  so  little  turbulence  and  disturbance, 
when  there  was  so  much  real  or  imaginary^  cause  for  excitement  among  the  peqple. 
Nor  has  there  been  any  disorder  of  any  account  since.  We  are  perfectly  quiet  ia 
Georgia.  I  have  never  seen  the  State  more  peaceable  in  my  life  than  it  is  now,  and 
has  l^u  for  a  long  time. 

Question.  Have  the  negroes,  as  a  general  thing,  behaved  well  since  the  war  I 

Answer,  They  have  behaved  so  well  that  the  remark  is  not  uncommon  in  Georgia, 
that  no  race  on  earth,  relieved  from  servitude  under  such  circumstances  as  they  were, 
would  have  behaved  so'welL 

Question.  How  did  they  behave  during  the  war,  when  the  white  men  wentofif  to  fight 
and  left  them  at  home  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  had  occasion  to  refer  Just  now  to  a  little  speech  which  I  made  at 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  when  General  Clanton  also  spoke.  He  and  I  both  atmck  on 
that  train  of  thought.  I  went  so  far  as  to  sav  that  tne  citizens  of  the  South  owed  it 
to  the  negroes  to  educate  them.  One  of  the  things  which  I  mentioned,  and  which 
General  Clanton  also  mentioned,  was  the  behavior  of  the  negroes  during  the  war;  the 
fact  that  when  almost  the  entire  white  male  population,  old  enough  to  bear  arms,  was  in  the 
array,  and  large  plantations  were  left  to  be  managed  by  the  women  and  children,  not 
a  single  insurrection  had  occurred,  not  a  life  had  been  taken ;  and  that,  too,  when  t^e 
Federal  armies  were  marohlbg  through  the  country  with  freedom,  as  was  understood, 
upon  their  banners. 

Question.  Scarcely  an  outrage  occurred  on  the  part  of  the  negroes,  at  that  timet 

Answer.  Scarcely  an  outrage.  When  I  made  that  speech  at  Montgomery,  I  may  say, 
without  intending  to  oompliment  myself,  that,  when  I  referred  to  the  handsome  beha- 
vior of  the  negro  during  our  absence  in  the  army,  and  his  protection  of  our  families 
at  that  time,  my  remanis  were  heartily  responded  to,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  feeling 
by  every  man  in  the  convention. 

Question,  Do  ^ou  mean  that  the  colored  men  responded  to  them  f 

Answer,  No^  sir.    I  mean  the  white  men  in  that  convention. 

QuetHon,  Were  colored  men  present  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  came  afterward  and  thanked  me  for  what  I  had  said.  Then 
is  that  same  feeling,  I  am  satisfied,  among  our  entire  people.  If  yon  could  get  at  the 
heart  of  every  man  in  Georgia  you  would  find  that  he  appreciates  that  fact  very 
heartily. 

Question,  Those  negroes  were  almost  all  of  them  pretty  well  aware  that  the  contest 
was  to  decide  whether  they  should  be  freemen  or  slaves  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir.  I  told  my  slaves  of  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  I  think  the 
negroes  generally  understood  that  if  the  South  should  be  whipped  fr^eedom  would  be 
the  result.    I  notified  my  Slaves  of  it  earl^  in  the  war.    I  think  it  was  in  1863. 

Question,  This  White  Brotherhood  Association,  of  which  you  spoke,  was  founded  upon 
the  apprehension  that  there  would  be  a  change  in  the  conduct  of  t^e  coIcm^  people  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    It  was  founded  upon  the  facta  which  existed  Just  then — ^that  the 
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negioes  were  being  ineited  throaghont  the  Sonth  to  antagonism  and  violence ;  that 
th^-  were  being  nnlted  as  a  race,  whoee  interests  they  were  tanght  to  believe  were  in 
direct  conflict  with  those  of  the  white  men  at  the  South,  an<l  the  idea  was  being  im- 
planted in  their  minds  that  the  lands  really  belonged  to  them.  The  organization  of 
which  I  spoke  was  founded  on  the  apprehension  uiat  by  sach  teachings  the  negroes 
might  be  instigated  to  violence ;  not  that  the  negro,  left  to  himself,  would  ever  cause 
trouble.  As  1  said  very  distinctly  a  while  ago,  I  believe  that  all  this  disturbance  has 
been  created  there  by  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  array  the  negroes  against 
the  whites.  I  believe  that  now  if  yon  will  remove  from  our  State  all  but  the  bona  fide 
people  of  Georgia,  there  will  be  the  kindliest  ieeling  between  the  two  races.  In  fact,  I 
may  say  I  know  it.  It  is  not  merely  a  belief. 
Queation.  Did  you  call  this  association  the  White  Brotherhood  1 
Anmioer,  No,  sir,  I  designated  it  as  a  brotherhood  to  give  an  idea  of  what  it  was.  It 
had  no  such  title.  I  really  do  not  know  that  it  had  any  title.  If  it  had,  the  fact  has 
I>assed  out  of  my  mind. 

Question* It  was  founded  npon  an  apprehension  that  the  oanses  to  which  yon  have 
rererred  wonld  produce  a  change  in  the  conduct  of  the  negro  f 

Anawer,  It  was  founded  npon  an  apprehension  that  the  carpet-baggers  (I  do  not 
mean  to  use  that  term  in  any  offensive  sense — it  is  a  way  we  have  of  designating  mru 
who  have  no  permanent,  sul>stautial  interest  in  our  community)  were  attempting  to 
organize  these  negroes  in  antagonism  to  ns,  and  might  succeed  in  doing  so,  and  in  pro- 
ducing conflict.  The  apprehension  was  founded  npon  the  idea  that  whatever  change 
might  occur  in  the  feelings  of  the  negroes  would  occur  as  the  result  ot  this  foreign  in- 
tenerence. 

Queation.  The  main  ground  of  apprehension  was  the  organization  of  the  Union  Leagues, 
was  it  not  f 

Anaicer,  Tee,  sir ;  but  the  matter  did  not  stop  with  politics.  Probably  the  political 
idea  may  have  been  in  the  ascendant,  but  in  order  to  unite  the  negroes  for  their  pur- 
posea  these  men  stimulated  them  to  feelings  of  bitterness  toward, the  white  citizens. 
This  was  the  talk  to  the  negroes.  They  told  us  ho.  Why,  sir,  my  own  carriage  driver 
told  me,  in  so  many  words,  *'  I  want  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  I  want  to  vote  like 
vou  vote ;  but  I  am  afraid  to  vote  that  way."  Said  I,  **  Why  are  you  afraid  T"  Said  ho, 
"  My  own  color  say  that  they  will  handle  me  if  I  do."  Ho  talked  so  much  alx)ut  tlie  matter 
that  my  wife  interceded  for  him,  and  told  me  to  relieve  the  negro  by  telling  liim  to  go 
and  vote  the  ticket  which  the  other  negroes  wantcil  him  to,  to  relievo  him  from  all 
apprehension  that  I  might  dislike  it  if  he  voted  that  way.  I  nxade  no  etfc»rt  to  couti'ol 
him.  Ho  did  not  vote  at  all.  Others  have  told  me  the  same  thing.  Any  amount  of 
testimony  could  be  produced  on  that  point. 

Question.  How  extensive  was  this  white  organization  which  was  formed  at  that  timet 
Answer.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing.    I  know  that  it  embraced  some  of  the  bcHt 
men  in  the  State.    I  think  it  pervaded  the  entire  State.    I  do  not  know  whether  it 
extended  to  other  States  or  not ;  my  impression  is  that  it  did. 

Question,  Did  those  that  you  knew  as  members  of  this  association  all  belong  to  one 
ommcill 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Quettion.  They  had  difierent  eonneils  f 

Amswer.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  you  mean  by  *'  couijcils."  They  had  some  sort  of 
nicoDB  of  controlling  the  organization  in  the  difierent  localities.    There  were  certain 
men  who  were  selected  to  keep  the  peace  in  certain  neighborhoods. 
Question.  To  control  certain  localities  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir;  but  there  was  never  any  eflbrt,  within  my  knowledge,  to  use  the 
organization  for  any  political  purpose,  or  to  connect  it  with  politics  at  all.    And  while 
I  am  not  goin^  to  state  whau  my  position  was  in  that  particular  organization,  I  will 
smy  that  I  certainly  would  have  known  if  there  had  been  any  such  efi^rt  or  purpose. 
Question.  Did  they  have  officers  in  the  different  localities — I  mean  head  men  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    It  was  one  of  those  officers  wh(»,  with  his  men,  stopped  the  riot 
that  I  spoke  of;  and  I  think  there  were  a  good  many  other  cases  of  that  kmd. 
Question.  What  were  those  officials  in  the  different  localities  called  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  what  they  were  called — chiefs,  or  something  of  that  sort, 
I  think. 

(Question.  You  do  not  know  what  the  association  was  called  T 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not,  though  I  ought  to  know.  The  truth  is  that  I  never  was 
atone  of  the  gatherings  in  my  life,  if  they  bad  any  gatherings.  I  hear  of  gatherings, 
but  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that  sort  of  thing.  I  was  approached  as  an  inoi- 
vidnal  by  certain  gentlemen,  and  told  that  such  an  organisation  existedf  and  that  its 
purposes  were  such  as  I  have  indicated,  and  I  was  asked  to  unite  with  them.  I  told 
'them  I  certainly  would  ;  that  they  could  command  my  services  on  that  line  whenever 
t'««By  wanted  them.  That  is  the  last  and  the  only  thing  I  ever  heard  about  it,  except 
in  ibe  few  cases  I  have  mentioned  where  it  was  necessary  to  stop  riot ;  and  that  was 
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done  witliont  the  sheddinff  of  blood  or  the  ase  of  weapons,  jast  by  the  anited  eiFort  of 
a  body  of  men  who  could  ue  rj»ed  for  that  purpose. 

Qumtion,  Were  there  more  officers  than  one  iu  command  of  one  cantt^  T 

Answer.  There  was  not  more  than  one  officer  in  a  county,  I  reckon. 

Question,  Was  there  anytliing  like  a  chief  in  a  cougressional  district,  commandipg 
more  than  one  camp  f 

Answer,  Yes,  I  think  so. 

Question,  So  that  in  case  of  an  emergency  two  or  three  camps  might  be  thrown 
together  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  se.  I  think,  however,  that  they  were  mainly  county  oi^gan- 
izatlons. 

Question.  Was  there  a  chief  of  the  whole  order  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  such  a  thing  was  talked  about :  I  do  not  know  that  the  organiza- 
tion was  ever  perfected.  Such  a  thing  was  talked  about  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
down  any  general  movement  on  the  part  of  the  negroes ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  was 
found  necessary.    We  had  no  lodges,  councils,  nor  anything  of  that  sort. 

Question,  Was  thei*e  a  central  authority  that  had  general  supervision  over  the  organ- 
ization in  the  different  localities  ? 

Answer,  That  is  the  thing  I  am  speaking  of.  We  talked  about  it  in  Georgia,  but  I 
do  not  think  we  ever  perfected  any  such  thing.  There  may  have  been  a  chief  for  tbe 
congressional  district,  but  tliat  I  do  not  know  about.  The  truth  is,  I  know  very  little 
about  the  matter  further  than  what  I  have  just  stated,  that  there  was  an  understand- 
ing of  the  kind  designated  among  certain  men.  It  would  be  said,  for  instance,  to  some 
*one  man,  *•  If  a  disturbance  occurs  iu  your  ncighlwrhood,  yon  ought  to  take  control 
of  this  filing."  Everybody  underat-ood  that  it  was  to  be  that  sort  of  an  organization. 
We  had  no  drilling,  no  companies,  or  anything  of  that  sort.  There  was  stime  one 
party  to  look  to,  so  as  to  unite  the  efforts  of  the  best  men  of  the  countrj^^  in  stopping 
any  violence  that  might  be  started  in  any  particulaa:  neighborhood.  For  uistauce,  the 
apprehension  was  that  the  negroes  on  one  plantation  might  take  the  life  of  the  owner 
of  the  plantation,  and  incite  the  negroes  oi  another  plantation ;  and  the  object  was  to 
have  enough  white  men  to  stop  such  a  movement  before  it  spread  over  the  courty,  and 
to  have  some  definite  autlionty  who  would  have  moral  power — I  mean  conceded 
power — to  call  upon  the  citizens  to  suppress  such  a  thing. 

Question,  When  you  had  no  general  controlling  head  in  the  State,  was  there  not 
danger  that  in  some  localities  the  organization  might  be  turned  to  purposes  foreign 
from  its  original  purpose,  and  unlawfnll 

Answer.  I  think  not.  Only  the  very  best  men  in  the  State  had  anything  to  do  with 
it,  so  far  as  I  knew.  For  tbe  reason  that  you  suggest,  in  order  that  there  might  be 
some  general  control,  a  head  was  talked  about;  but  my  recollection  is  that  iu  that 
respect  the  organization  was  never  i>erfected. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  the  names  of  some  men  who  would  bo  likely  to  know 
more  about  the  organization  than  yon  do ;  some  men  who  liavo  been  in  their  councils f 

Ansieer.  No,  sir;  I  would  not  fe<d  at  liberty  to  do  that,  though  I  do  not  think  they 
would  object  iu  the  least. 

Question.  Why,  then,  do  you  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do  it? 

Ansicer.  I  will  tell  vou.  My  opinion  is  that  nobody  knows  anything  more  about  it 
than  I  do ;  I  think  I  know  all  about  it. 

Question. 'hnt  you  have  not  been  in  any  of  their  meetings? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  have  had  any  meetings.  Wo  did  not  have  any  organi- 
zation like  the  Loyal  League,  meeting  and  counseling  together.  Wo  had  but  oce 
nrpose  to  subserve,  and  that  was  to  protect  the  safety  of  our  people.  And  the  appre- 
_jcndcd  occasion  never  an>se ;  the  danger  passed  away  :  the  adarm  and  appreheuBion 
were  gradually  dispelled.  As  with  most  of  the  evils  oytliis  life,  we  found  that  we  had 
anticipated  a  great  deal  more  than  over  occurred. 

Question.  Was  there  any  obligatiou  which  the  members  took  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wiis  it  in  the  nature  of  an  oath  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  an  oath ;  I  think  it  was  a  pledge,  tantamount  to  an 
oath. 

Question.  1  mean  was  the  obligation  in  the  form  of  an  oath — "You  do  solenmly 
swear,"  or  anything  of  that  kind  f 

Attsicir.  Yen,  sir ;  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Of  course  it  would  not  be  an  oath  unless  some  officer  administered  it. 

Anstcer.  I  think  there  was  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  pui^port  of  that  oath  ? 

Ansuxr.  I  have  no  recoUectiou  of  it  at  all,  except  that  it  was  to  the  effect  th»t^« 
would  unite  as  a  band  of  brothers  to  protect  each  other  firom  violence  and  aggreasion 
on  the  part  of  the  negro.  •  ^^  , 

Question.  You  took  the  obligation  yourself?  Digitized  by  CjOOQ  If  ,. 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  1  took  it  to  whatever  extent  it  was  given  to  anybody.    It  ooold 
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not  be  regarded  as  an  oatli ;  it  was  a  moral  pledge.    Bnt  I  regarded  it  jnst  as  much  a« 
an  oath. 

QuesUon,  It  was  in  the  form  of  an  oath  ;  of  course  it  would  have  required  an  officer  to 
administer  an  oath. 

An9wer,  I  do  not  think  it  was  given  in  the  form  of  an  oath.  I  do  not  know  that  they 
ever  said,  "  You  solemnly  swear,"  or  anything  of  that  kind.  I  do  not  remember  how 
that  was.  There  was  nothing  written  about  it,  no  publication — no  special  form,  I 
reckon,  at  all.  I  was  approached  by  two  gentlemen,  who  told  me  thev  wanted  to  get 
up  some  snoh  thing. 

Question,  Can  you  not  give  us  in  general  the  purport  of  the  obligation  ? 

Ansufcr.  It  was  simply  that  we  wo»ild  be  faithml  to  each  other  in  defending  each 
other  and  our  families,  and  that  we  would  obey,  when  called  upon,  the  orders  of  the 
party  that  wo  selected,  whoever  he  was.  • 

Question,  As  chief? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.  I  mean  legitimate  orders,  suc^  as  aiding  to  put  down  insurrection 
or  violence. 

Qitestion.  Was  anything  said  about  the  radical  party,  or  the  republican  party  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  a  word. 

Qiiesiion,  Was  this  an  association  of  white  mon  exclusively  ! 

Answer,  I  think  it  was :  I  never  knew  a  neffro  to  be  connected  with  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  a  white  republican  to  be  in  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  you  could  not  have  found  any  in  our  State. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  tht»t  no  white  republicans  could  be  found  in  your  Statef 

Answer.  None  that  we  woWld  have  considered — you  must  not  question  me  too  closely 
on  this  point — none  that  we  would  have  regarded  as  our  ecjuals. 

Question,  You  would  not  have  taken  them  into  the  organization  I 

Answer,  We  would  not  have  taken  them  into  any  organization — the  particular  men 
there  in  our  8tate.  There  are  some  few  republicans  m  Georgia  that  I  do  not  think 
would  have  been  objected  to.  But  the  object  was  to  get  true  men.  I  think  the  organ- 
ization was  mainly  confined  to  the  soldiers  of  the  army,  men  who  had  shown  them- 
aelves  plucky  and  ready  to  meet  any  emergency,  and  who  were  accustomed  to  com- 
mand. 

Question.  Where  did  that  organization  originate  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  idea  in  the  world— not  the  remotest. 

Question,  Who  carried  it  to  the  State  of  Georgia  T 

Ansicci\  I  have  no  idea  about  that  either.  It  was  there  before  I  knew  anything 
about  it.  I  have  not  the  remotest  idea  who  brought  it  there.  I  was  talking  the  other 
day  to  a  Iriend  of  mine,  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  State.  We  were  com- 
paring notes  in  regard  to  this  matter ;  and  he  stated  that  he  had  been  approached  iu 
grecisely  the  same  way  that  I  was.  He  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  pious  men  in  the 
tttte — a  Christian  gentleman — a  high-toned  man  in  every  respect.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  every  man  in  the  State  whom  I  know  to  have  been  connected  with  this  organ- 
ization would  be  quite  willing  for  me  to  give  his  name ;  but  I  do  not  ffeel  like  doing 
it.  Of  those  that  I  know  there  is  no  one  who  would  hesitate  to  tell  yon  all  he  knows 
abont  it. 

Question,  You  reside  in  the  city  of  Atlanta? 

Ansiioer.  Yes,  sir.  Just  out  of  the  city :  my  office  is  in  town. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  no  gentleman  whose  name  you  would  feel  at  liberty  to 
give,  who  was  connected  with  the  order  in  some  locality  away  from  the  city  t 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  would  rather  not. 

Questi/on,  The  organization  might  not  be  the  same  thing  out  in  the  country  that  it 
was  j  nst  about  Atlanta  T        y 

Answer,  1  reckon  that  it  wib.  I  had  communication  with  persons  all  about ;  I  have 
talked  with  them  since,  and  I  did  during  the  existence  of  the  thing.  This  disturbance 
which  I  have  told  you  occurred  on  one  occrsion  was  not  in  Atlanta;  it  was  in  South- 
west Georgia.  There  was,  I  will  state,  a  political  organization  in  Georgia;  but  it  was 
not  a  secret  organixation ;  it  was  an  organization  such  as  yon  have  here  or  an vwhere 
else ;  wo  had  an  organization  of  democrats  in  the  State — a  regular  party  organization.  * 
We  selected  certain  men,  whose  business  it  was  in  certain  districts  or  counties  to  bring 
up  all  the  democrats  and  get  them  to  the  polls.  That  was  a  political  organization ; 
bnt  there  was  no  secret  alwut  it.  We  had  our  county  committees,  our  district  com 
mi t tees,  and  our  State  committee ;  we  were  very  thoroughly  organized  as  a  party ;  and 
there  were  particular  men  in  particular  districts  who  were  to  hunt  up  every  democrat 
iu  the  county  and  see  that  he  got  to  the  polls.  The  organization  was  very  efficient 
indeed. 

Question.  Was  it  composed  of  the  same  men  that  belonged  to  the  other  f 

Answer.  No,sir;  O,  no;  it  was  entirely  distinct;  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Some  of 
the  same  men  may  have  belonged  to  both ;  but  a  great  many  who  belonged  to  one  did 
not  belong  to  the  other.  The  two  organizations  had  no  sort  of  connection  at  all.  As  to 
the  men  who  were  members  of  this  organization  that  was  formed  for  the  protection  of 
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our  community,  I  know  but  one  or  two  who  approached  me  In  reganl  to  the  matter;  I 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  a  great  many  others  connected  with  it. 

QuetMon.  Did  they  have  signs  of  recognition  f 

Anstcer,  I  think  they  did  at  first ;  but  I  think  that  passed  away  in  a  very  short  time. 
I  never  have  recognized  anybody  by  any  sign. 

Qumtion*  Did  you  have  passwords  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  do  not  think  they  did ;  I  think  th^re  wero 
some  sort  of  signs,  and  that  those  signs  were  iu^«nded  to  get  these  x>arties  together; 
they  were  intended  for  use  in  case  of  the  occurrenoe  of  this  violence  which  was  appro- 
hended. 

[The  Chairman  (Mr.  Pool)  submitted  to  the  committee  the  question  whether  the 
witness  should  be  required  to  give  the  names  of  other  persons  whom  he  knew  to  hire 
belonged  to  the  organization ;  and  the  committee  decided  that  the  question  should  be 
answered.] 

The  W1TNB66.  I  think  yon  will  find  that  these  men  know  just  the  same  thing  that 
I  know — no  more,  and  no  less.  I  will  mention  the  name  of  a  gentleman  who  I  think 
can  give  you  as  much  information  as  anybody  else  in  oor  State,  General  A.  H.  Col- 
quitte. 

Question,  What  is  his  address  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  large  planter  in  Southwest  Geoi^a,  but  his  address  is  Atlanta.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  his  testimony  npon  this  point  would  be  precisely 
what  mine  is ;  for  I  talked  with  him  just  before  I  left  Atlanta.  I  would  also  give  the 
name  of  General  G.  T.  Anderson.  His  address  is  also  Atlanta.  Those  are  about  the 
only  ones  I  can  speak  of  positively.  General  Anderson  is  a/Middle  Georgia  man.  Both 
gentlemen  ai^  in  Atlanta  at  this  time. 

Question.  Can  vou  nut  give  us  the  names  of  some  gentlemen  in  other  localities  of  the 
State  f 

Ansicer.  These  gentlemen  are  from  different  localities.  General  Andernon  lives  in 
Atlanta;  but  he  is  a  railroad  man,  and  knows  every  portion  of  the  State.  His  home 
before  he  came  to  Atlanta  was  in  the  middle  part  of  the  State,  below  Atlanta.  Gen- 
eral Colquitte  is  one  of  our  largest  planters  in  Southwestern  Georgia.  His  home  at 
present  is  Atlanta. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  the  name  of  any  prominent  member  of  the  assooiatioa  in 
tho  Savannah  district  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  any  there,  unless  General  A.  R.  Law  ton  oooid  tell 
yon  something  about  it.    I  think  he  could,  if  anybody  conld  in  that  section. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  county  or  district  chiefs  f 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anybody  who  would  probably  know  about  the  operati<Mis  in 
and  about  Jefferson  County  f 

Anstoer.  I  think  General  Wright  would  know  more  than  anybody  else;  bnt  I  do  not 
know  that  General  Wrijjht  knows  anything  about  it. 

Question.  He  said  he  did  not. 

Answer.  I  do  not  koow  that  he  did  have  any  knowledge  of  it  at  alL  The  fact  is  that, 
in  my  judgment,  the  organization  was  a  very  temporary  thing ;  I  do  not  think  it 
existed  any  length  of  time  at  all ;  J  do  net  think  it  was  ever  even  perfected.  I  have 
given  you  just  the  intention  of  the  thing  as  I  nnderstood  it.  I  never  heard  anything 
more  about  it  after  that  until  I  talked  with  General  Colqnitte,  just  before  leaving 
Atlanta  to  come  here.  He  had  not  heard  anything  about  it  for  a  long  time.  It  was 
simply  undei-stood  among  the  members  of  this  organisation  that  if  the  necessity 
should  arise,  we  would  unite  to  put  down  disturbance,  and  that  we  would  extend  the 
organization  if  required.  But  things  took  a  change  light  away.  The  elections  passed 
oil,  and  quiet  was  maintained  all  over  the  State  withont  any  difficulty. 

Question.  Do  you  think  this  organization  was  not  used  in  the  election  at  all  f 

Anstcer.  Not  at  all.  I  think  I  can  say,  with  great  emphasis,  that  it  was  not.  The 
truth  is,  there  was  no  organization  about  elections. 

Question.  You  gave  as  a  reason  why  the  organization  was  secret  that  you  did  not 
want  to  seem  to  oe  opposing  the  United  States  Govemmeot  ? 

Answirr,  Yes^sii*. 

Question.  You  did  not  mean  to  intimate  that  there  was  in  the  organization  any  oppo- 
sition to  the  United  States  Government  f 

Ausicer.  Not  at  all ;  on  the  contxary,  the  organization  was  in  entire  acoonl  with 
what  we  believed  to  be  the  spirit  of  the  white  soldiers  of  the  United  States,  to  main- 
tain tho  peace,  and  keep  down  any  collision  of  races,  anything  that  would  tend  to 
produce  a  war  of  races.  That  organization  would  not  have  hosi tatted  a  moment  to 
have  united  with  tjie  United  States  troops  at  any  time  in  qnelling  disoi'der.  That  is 
tho  feoliug  we  hail.  We  would  have  sent  Ibr  the  United  States  troops  if  we  had  not 
been  strong  enough.  The  presence  of  the  military  at  elections,  where  they  were  not 
sent  to  interfere  with  ihe  freedom  of  the  ballot,  bnt  simply  to  keep  the  i»eaoe.  was  al- 
ways welcomed  by  our  i>eople,  and  I  think  the  military  now  in  the  State  would  testify 
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that  the  citizens  have  acted  in  entire  accord  with  them  all  the  time.  There  were  a 
few  caeea  whcore  military  men  were  partisans,  and  interfered  improperly  in  elections, 
which  created  a  great  deal  of  feeling  and  bitterness;  but  in  a  laree  majority  of  oases 
the  troops  behaved  well,  and  the  people  were  very  glad  to  have  them  in  their  midst, 
under  the  circumstances. 

Question,  Why  do  you  think  this  organization  does  not  now  exist  in  some  localities 
in  Georgia  t 

Answer,  I  think  I  would  know  it  if  it  did ;  I  think  I  would  have  heard  of  it.  I  have 
heard  of  no  such  thing  anywhere  in  the  State  for  a  long  time  past.  I  am  satistied  that 
if  auvthiog  of  the  sort  were  continued,  I  would  have  heard  something  about  it. 
And  tnat  is  General  Colquitte's  feeling. 

QaesHon,  If  there  was  no  general  head,  why  should  tha  local  organizations  report 
to  you  t 

Answer.  I  think  I  would  have  heard  of  the  organization  if  it  continued  to  exist.  I 
am  travelling  all  over  the  State  "all  the  time.  M^  soldiers  are  scattered  all  over  the 
State;  and  there  is  no  one  of  them  who  would  hesitate  to  tell  me  anything  ot  the  6oi*t. 
As  I  have  said,  the  organization  was  confined  mainly  to  the  soldiers,  so  fur  as. I  knew. 
It  would  have  been  almost  an  impossibility  for  the  organization  to  have  existed  recently 
without  my  knowledge. 

Question,  But  it  did  exist  for  some  length  of  time  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  existed  in  the  way  I  tell  you — without  having  any  organization 
that  I  ever  heaid  of  or  knew  anything  about.  It  was  just  this  quiet  uiulerstauding, 
without  an&  programme  further  than  to  keep  the  peace  and  preserve  order  in  the  State. 
I  want  it  aistinctly  understood  that  this  organization  was  inteniled,  by  peaceable 
means,  not  by  violence,  to  prevent  a  collision  of  the  i-aces.  We  did  not  want  to  have 
in  our  State  a  war  of  races— to  have  our  property  and  our  lives  destroyed.  We  fearecl 
the  pKMil  to  our  women  and  children.  We  felt  that  we  must  have  some  means  of 
bringing  to  bear  in  an  emergency  a  sufficient  moral  force  in  any  particular  neighbor- 
hood (just  as  was  done  in  the  instance  I  have  spoken  of)  to  suppress  anything  of  that 
sort  by  the  power  of  influence  and  of  numbers,  and,  in  case  of  absolute  necessity,  by 
actual  force. 

Question.  During  the  time  that  the  organization  did  continue,  did  yon  have  any  talk 
with  your  soldiers  in  the  difi'ereut  localities  of  the  State  in  regard  to  it  f  Did  they 
mention  to  you  its  existence,  and  talk  to  you  about  it  f 

Answer,  The  same  gentleman  Who  posted  me  on  the  subject  ■ 

Question.  I  mean  the  private  soldiers  of  your  command. 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  did.  I  do  not  think  it  ever  assumed  any  definite 
%hape.  I  do  not  think  the  organization  in  our  State,  as  generally  reputed  to  exist, 
amounted  to  anything  like  what  has  been  represented  in  the  newspapers. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  it  went  so  far  as  the  newspapers  have  said  f 

Anaxcer,  No,  sir ;  I  know  it  could  not  possibly  have  done  so  in  our  State  without  my 
knowing  something  about  it. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  organization  was  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  rising  on 
the  part  of  the  colored  people  against  the  whites — a  ooUision  of  the  races  f 

Ansicer.  It  was  intended  as  a  police  reflation. 

Question,  Was  there  any  understanding  that  there  were  to  be  manifestati<ms  to 
intimidate  the  colored  people  and  makethem  airaid  of  it  in  order  to  keep  them  down  T 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  not  b^  any  means.  On  the  contrary,  the  very  men  whom  I  knew 
anything  about  as  connected  with  it  were  the  very  best  Mends  the  colored  race  had, 
and  would  do  more  for  them  than  others — would  give  them  more  mony  to  help  them  ; 
they  were  men  who  had  been  among  the  kindest  masters  to  tine  neg^roes. 

Question.  You  mean  when  they  behaved  themselves  T 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  and  they  will  do  more  now  to  keep  up  good  feeling  in  the  State 
than  any  men  that  I  know. 

Question,  Are  you  Hure  that  in  some  distant  localities  (you  say  that  the  organization 
extended  nearly,  if  not  quite,  all  over  the  State)  it  was  not  abused  to  the  extent  of  an 
effort  t6  produce  a  state  of  intimidation  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  as  prepara- 
tory to  keeping  them  from  making  any  manifestation  against  the  whites  T 

Answer,  1  cannot  speak  positively  upon  that  subject,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  was.  I 
have  no  knowledge  that  it  was.  I  cannot  say  emphatically  and  positively  that  it  was 
not,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  case  of  the  sort  in  the  State.  I  never  heard  of  any  such 
case.  I  think  it  is  very  likely  that  in  some  particular  and  individual  instances  there 
luuy  have  been  some  intimidation,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  intimidation  oame  from 
thi^  source  at  all ;  nor  do  I  think  that  any  intimidation  of  that  kind  which  did  exist 
>wafl  comparable  in  any  degree  to  the  intimidation  used  by  the  other  side  upon  the 
negroes  to  force  them  to  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Questiaiu  You  think  the  organization  was  composed  principally  of  soldiers  of  the 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  it  was,  so  far  as  I  know.  uigitized  by  VjOOQIC 

Question,  Were  they  armed  T 
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Anstcer,  No,  sir :  O,  no. 

Que$t4on^  Was  there  ever  any  movement  made  to  have  the  organization  armed  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  never  heard  of  sucli  a  thing. 

Qu9»twn.  You  apoke  of  one  occasion  upon  which  there  was  a  difficnlty  between  a 
white  man  and  a  iie^o,  which  was  likely  to  grow  into  some  seriooB  ooUision,  when 
this  organization  stepped  forward  and  quelled  it  t 

Awncer,  Yes,  sir. 

QumiUm.  In  what  locality  was  that  f 

Answer,  At  Albany,  Georgia,  I  think. 

QueeHon,  In  what  manner  was  that  done  f 

Answer,  I  thiuk  it  was  done  just  by  the  moral  power  of  the  people. 

QueBUon.  Do  yon  mean  that  it  was  done  by  a  single  man  or  several  men  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  done  bv  a  number  of  men.  I  was  not  present.  Grenend 
Colquitte  will  bo  more  able  to  tell  you  particularly  about  that.  There  were  no  harsh 
measures  taken. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  whether  arms  were  nsed  on  that  occasion  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  were.  My  recollection  is  that  the  United  States  troops 
present  cooperated.  Without  knowing  that  anybody  present  belonged  to  any  organi- 
zation, the  United  States  troops,  I  think,  co5perated  m  preventing  a  collision.  The 
t.estimony  with  reference  to  that  I  have  from  individuals  who  were  present  on  the 
occasion,  and  it  was  generally  understood  in  our  State  at  the  time.  I  was  not  present 
myself. 

QueeHmi,  Do  you  know  of  any  operations  of  this  order,  anything  whlclykny  part  of 
the  organization  did  in  any  portion  of  the  State  f  ^ 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

QiM9<um.  Did  they  ever  take  any  active  st^p  of  any  kind  f 

Answer,  Not  within  my  knowledge.  I  cannot  say  that  they  did  not  in  other  locali- 
ties. I  do  not  know  of  their  doing  anything ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  did  not.  I  have 
not  heard  of  anything  except  the  particular  ease  that  I  have  spoken  of 

QuesHon,  Do  you  think  that  the  organization  has  produced  any  good  effect  in  the 
State  of  Georgia  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  done  anything  one  way  or  the  other;  I  do  not 
think  it  has  produced  any  effect  at  all,  good  or  bad. 

Question,  Have  you  not  heard  of  bands  of  disguised  men  riding  about  in  localities 
intimidating  the  colored  people  and  sometimes  taking  them  from  their  houses  and 
whipping  them  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  he^ml  of  such  cases j  but  I  do  not  know  anything  of  them 
I  have  heard  of  such  things  in  the  State,  but  I  cannot  specify  any  locaJity  where  such 
a  thing  is  even  reported  to  have  occurred.  The  truth  is  I  have  been  out  of  the  State  a 
great  deal  during  the  past  year — over  sinCto  last  August ;  and  I  think  the  main  portion 
of  these  repoi*ts  relate  to  matters  which  are  said  to  have  occurred  since.  That  is  my 
rofoUection.  J  have,  as  I  have  already  said,  heard  of  disguised  men.  The  only  case 
that  I  know  of  where  parties  were  cajitured  in  disguise  was  a  case  in  Chatooga  County, 
where  the  parties  turned  out  to  be  republicans. 

Question,  State  the  circumstances  of  that  case. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  enough  alK>ut  it  to  state  any  particulars,  except  that  on  re- 
turning to  my  home  in  Atlanta  I  merely  heard  it  on  the  street— and  1  believe  it  is 
notoriopsly  true — that  these  parties  were  not  only  captured  in  disguise,  but  that  they 
had  been  tried  by  the  courts  for  some  depredations,  (I  do  not  oven  know  what  the  dep- 
redations were,)  and  convicted.  My  recollection  is  that  a  reward  was  offered  by  the 
governor,  and  that  two  of  these  parties  were  captured  in  disguise.  I  do  not  know  huw 
many  belonged  to  the  party.  My  recollection  is  that  the  reward  was  paid  for  their 
capture.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  Ku-Klux  being  in  Chatooga  County, 
and  a  reward  was  offered  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  for  the  capture  of  the  Ku- 
Klux  generally  or  for  the  capture  of  parties  who  had  conmiitted  some  particular  depre- 
dation ;  but  the  offer  of  this  reward  1  believe  resulted  in  the  capture  of  these  disguised 
men.  I  only  know  about  the  matter  from  what  I  heard  ui)on  the  street  on  my  return 
to  Atlanta ;  I  never  investigated  it  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QuetUon,  Are  you  quite  sure  that  those  two  men  were  disguised  f 
Answer.  1  say  that  is  the  report  on  the  streets ;  and  I  think  it  is  true ;  I  have  no 
doubt  about  it  myself,  though  I  did  not  see  them  in  disguise — never  saw  t)ie  men  ami 
never  knew  their  names.  The  information  is  as  public  and  current  at  my  home  as  in- 
formation of  any  otlver  occurrences  that  take  place  in  the  courts.  For  instance,  when 
you  hear  that  a  man  has  been  arraigned  and  convicted,  you  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  report  is  true  without  seeing  the  man  himself  It  is  currently  reported  on  the 
streets^hat  these  two  men  were  captured  in  disguise^  and  were  kjjown  to  be  repnh-. 

^•<^»»»  Digitized  by  GOOgle 
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By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Queatum,  Was  that  hi  the  district  in  which  Mr.  Forsyth  is  the  prosecuting  officer  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Forsyth  at  all.  I  know  also  very  little  about  the  organ- 
ization of  my  State  in  regard  to  those  particular  things.  Rome  is  in  that  district. 
Judge  Wright  is  from  that  district. 

Option,  Goremor  Bullock  states  in  a  recent  publication  that  of  all  the  State  officers 
elected  by  the  people  or  apx>ointed  by  himself  there  are  not  more  than  a  dozen  men 
holding  offices  (and  those  offices  unimportant)  who  are  not  either  natives  of  the  State 
or  residents  of  the  State  before  the  war  and  during  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  presume  that  is  trne. 

Question,  i  ou  think  that  is  true  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  are  a  great  many  offices  in  Georgia,  and  it  would  be  Tery 
hard  to  Und  enough  of  these  men  to  fill  the  offices. 

Question.  You  mean  enough  of  the  carpet-baggers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Veiy  few  of  them  werti  lawyers,  and  therefore  they  could  not  be 
judges ;  they  did  not  know  anything  about  law,  and  could  not  be  Justices  of  the  peace, 
I  waut  to  say  for  Governor  Bullock  that  I  think,  so  far  as  he  could  consistently  with 
what,  he  may  have  construed  to  bo  his  party  obligations,  he  has  appointed  very  good 
indges.  As  I  have  already  said,  our  people  are  reconciled  to  the  judiciary  that  we 
have.  The  law  is  now  administered  there,  I  think,  as  well  as  it  is  anywhere  in  tli« 
country.    It  is  the  stealing  of  the  public  money  that  is  now  principally  complained  of. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  not  being  able  to  challenge  voters  at  the  oallot-box;  there  is 
no  law  agaiRst  challenging  a  man  when  he  goes  to  the  registrar  to  bo  registered  T 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  but  the  registration  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  one  party ;  and 
in  the  first  election  under  the  reconstruction  laws  the  registration  was  the  means  of 
debarring  from  the  exercise  of  suffrage  a  vast  nnmber  of  men  who  ought  to  have  voted. 
There  was  no  appeal  at  all ;  the  registrars  had  power  to  strike  off  names  by  the  whole- 
sale, and  they  did  it. 

Question,  Did  you  mean  to  say  that  registered  voters  have  the  right  to  vote  unchal- 
lenged on  the  day  of  election  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  that  is  true ;  but  the  trouble  is  that  you  cannot  chal- 
lenge men  who  are  not  registered ;  you  cannot  challenge  anybody  at  the  polls,  no  mat- 
ter where  he  comes  from.  You  might  import  a  man  irom  Africa  and  take  him  to  the 
polls,  and  he  could  not  be  prevented  from  voting,  even  though  not  registered.  The 
election  officers  do  not  stop  to  examine  the  registration  lists ;  they  let  every  man  vote 
who  wants  to  vote. 

Question.  Does  the  law  authorize  the  voting  of  any  man  who  is  not  registered  f 

Answer,  The  law  forbids  the  challenge  of  any  man's  vote ;  but  you  can  prosecute 
afterward  a  man  who  votes  without  being  registered. 

Question.  For  voting  t 

Answa-,  For  voting ;  but  you  cannot  prevent  his  voting.  For  instance,  I  can  go  into 
any  county  of  that  State  on  the  day  of  election,  and,  if  1  am  willinfj  to  risk  a  prosecu- 
tion, I  may  vote  for  a  county  officer,  although  I  am  no  resident  ot  the  county.  No- 
body can  prevent  me  from  voting,  except  those  who  manage  the  polls. 

Question,  Is  it  not  their  duty  to  prevent  any  man  voting  who  is  not  on  the  registra- 
tion books  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is ;  but  they  do  not  do  it. 

Question,  You  mean  to  say,  then,  that  if  n  man  votes  without  being  registered  he 
violates  the  law  and  renders  himself  liable  to  prosecution  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  man  might  violate  the  law  in  any  other  way,  if  he  chose  to  take  the 
chance  of  prosecution  f 

Answer,  Of  course ;  but  that  does  not  save  the  election  at  all.  So  far  as  the  election 
is  concerned,  it  is  too  late  to  prosecute  a  man  after  his  vote  is  received  and  counted, 
though  you  may  punish  him  personally. 

Question,  Are  not  the  names  of  those  voting  taken  down  as  they  votet 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    There  are  plenty  of  illegal  votes  now  on  the  records. 

Question,  That  record  of  those  actually  voting  would  furnish  a  very  good  means  of 
contesting  an  election,  as  vou  would  have  a  list  of  the  registered  voters  and  also  a  list 
of  all  who  actually  voted  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  have  carried  the  Stat«  notwithstaudiuff  that  *,  and  we  do 
not  care  anything  about  challenging  when  we  have  got  a  large  mtyority  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

Question,  In  case  of  necessity  you  might  contest  in  that  way  t 

Answer.  We  might  contest  if  there  were  any  hope  of  accomplishing  anything;  but 
with  the  whole  power  of  the  State  g^-erumont  against  us,  it  would  not  do  any  good  to 
contest.  Our  people  have  been  discouraged  about  that  sort  of  thing.  We  havo  tried 
it  pretty  heartily.  We  had  a  case  where  a  party  was  put  in  an  office  by  changing  the 
votes  after  they  had  all  been  counted,  and  the  lists  made  out  and  sent  to  the  officer 
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appointed  to  reoeive  them ;  the  vote  was  changed  on  affidavits  of  parties  that  they  had 
not  intended  to  vote  in  a  partioohu:  way. 

Qmestum.  Yon  asenme  that  your  political  adversaries  would  violate  law,  and  faimessi 
and  everything  else  f 

Anmoer,  Wefl,  we  have  pretty  strong  evidence  of  that  fact. 

Qnestian,  Doubtless  some  would;  bwb  do  you  think  the  rule  is  nnivecsalf 

Answer.  0,  no,  sir;  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  a  wholesale  refusal  to  hear  us;  I 
mean  to  say,  however,  that  we  would  institute  prosecutions  uoder  very  decided  disad- 
vantages. 

Question,  Is  there  no  legal  machinery  by  which  you  could  have  a  hearing  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  I  thiiik  so.  As  I  have  told  you,  there  were  quite  a  numb^  of 
negroes  arrested  in  the  city  of  Atlanta  for  having  voted  illegally ;  but  when  we  had 
carried  the  election  nobody  cared  anythiii^  about  that  matter.  If  we  had  not  oanied 
the  county,  the  contest  would  have  been  made  beyond  all  question. 

Queetion,  And  the  mode  of  conducting  the  election  as  prescribed  by  law  gives  you  a 
facility  in  the  coutest  by  providing  lists  of  registered  voters,  and  also  li^  of  iho&b 
who  actually  voted,  so  that  you  can  compare  the  two  lists  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  true. 

Question,  There  is  no  law  acaiust  objecting  to  the  registration  of  a  nan  when  be 
goes  and  offers  to  be  registered  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  the  registration  is  going  on  for  mouths ;  and  nobody  can  ^and 
there  during  all  that  time  to  keep  men  from  registering  improperly.  The  registration 
was  going  on  for  a  year  or  two  years.  In  fact  it  commenced  before  Governor  Bullock 
was  elected ;  and  it  has  been  going  on  ever  since.  Hence  the  registration  list  is  never 
watched  at  alL 

QuMtion,  Are  not  the  registration  lists  open  for  the  inspection  of  the  public  t 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  are  public  records  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questwn.  If  you  should  find  upon  the  registration  lists  the  name  of  a  man  not  enti- 
tled to  register,  could  you  not  make  a  complaint  to  the  registrars  t 

Answer,  We  tried  that  in  the  first  election,  but  we  never  succeeded. 

QuestMH,  You  had  a  right  to  do  that  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  a  right  to  apply  to  the  registrars ;  but  the  registrars  who 
registered  the  priucipal  part  of  the  voters  iu  Georgia,  were  men  who  paid  no  re^rd  at 
all  to  law.  I  will  say  that  very  emphatically.  They  struck  off  men  at  their  mere 
discretion ;  and  there  was  no  appeal  to  any  superior  authority. 

Question,  I  am  not  speaking  as  to  the  personnel  of  the  registering  officers ;  but  simply 
inquiring  whether  the  law  enabled  you  to  bring  the  case  uofore  uiomf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  we  have  the  right  to  go  to  the  registrar  ^nd  say,  "You  have  taken 
my  name  ofi',  or  put  this  man's  on,  when  you  ought  not  to  have  done  so." 

Question,  And  you  may  bring  evidence  before  him  to  show  that  he  has  erred  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  of  course ;  out  the  difficulty  was  that  it  did  no  good. 

Question,  You  mean  to  say  that  the  registrars  did  not  act  according  to  law,  and 
according  to  honesty  7 

Answer,  That  is  the  iwint. 

Question,  The  trouble  is  not  in  the  law  itself? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  The  law  for  the  registration  in  Georgia  was  different  from  the 
election  law. 

Question.  Your  election  law  provider  that  no  regiateml  voters  shall  be  challenged  f 

Answer,  The  law  is  that  there  shall  be  no  challenging ;»  whether  a  man  be  registered 
or  not,  you  cannot  challenge  him.  You  cannot  say  to  the  election  officers,  *^This  mau 
is  not  registered,  and  therefore  must  not  vote.''  Under  that  law  it  is  an  offense  to 
challenge. 

Question,  Was  not  the  provision  of  that  law  that  there  should  be  no  challenge  of 
an  "  elector  ?"    W^as  not  the  word  "  elector  "  used  T 

Answer,  1  am  not  positive  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  That  is  not  the  case  with  the  Alabama  law. 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  provision  of  the  law  of  Georgia. 

Question.  Was  it  not  the  conviction  of  many  persons  in  Georgia  that  that  law  was 
passed  with  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  election  by  fi'andt 

Answer,  That  was  the  universal  conviction. 

Question,  Was  it  not  understood  that  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
went  down  there  and  volunteered  to  frame  this  law  t 

Answer,  It  is  believwl  that  the  draught  of  the  law  was  furnished  by  him;  that  is  the 
igeneral  impression  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  r^  j 

^Question,  He  was  there  at  the  time  f  Digitized  by  vjOO^I^ 

,  Answer,  He  came  there  and  made  a  speech  to  the  legislature  of  Georgia—  a  very  bitter 
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speech,  as  we  thoaght,  and  very  mineoeRsary,  It  was  a  roeech  oalcnlated  to  do  a  vast 
deal  of  harm  in  Georgia.  Almost  everybody  deplored  it,  I  think — sensible  republicans 
as  well  as  democrats. 

QueHUm,  I  will  read  two  sebtions  of  the  election  law  of  Georgia,  and  you  can  see 
whether  they  correspond  with  yoor  recollection : 

'*  Section  7.  In  addition  to  the  duties  now  prescribed  by  law  for  the  managers  of 
elections,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  managers  to  preserve  order  at  and  near  the  polls; 
bnt  they  shall  have  no  power  to  refuse  ballots  of  any  male  person  of  apparent  full  age, 
a  resident  of  the  county,  who  has  not  previously  voted  at  the  said  election. 

"  Section  8.  They  shall  not  permit  any  person  to  challenge  any  vote,  or  hinder  or 
delay,  or  interfere  with  an^  other  person  in  the  free  and  speedy  casting  of  his  ballot." 

Answer,  That  is  the  precise  provision  I  referred  to  a  while  ago,  as  having  discouraged 
our  people.  They  believed  that  it  in  fact  opened  the  polls  t-o  anybody  from  any  quarter 
of  the  globe  to  come  there  and  vote,  without  regard  to  his  qualifications ;  that  there 
was  no  power  to  prevent  the  voting  of  any  person  who  might  offer  his  ballot. 

QuesUan,  Was  it  not  the  general  oonvietiou  that  this  lAw  was  passed  by  your  legisla- 
ture with  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  State  by  fraud  t 

Anstoer,  That  conviction  was  so  general  at  hrst  that  it  entn-ely  discouraged  our  peo- 
ple, so  that  they  felt  there  was  no  use  in  making  any  effort  to  carry  the  State.  That 
was  the  feeling  all  over  our  State  immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law ;  and  it 
to<^  a  vast  de^  of  effort  on  the  part  of  a  few  energetic  men  to  get  our  people  to  make 
any  ^ort  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 
Questum,  Bnt  notwithstanding  that,  you  did  succeed  in  carrying  the  State  T 
Answer,  O,  yes,  we  eiurried  it  very  hiaudsomely,  and  we  did  it  by  electioneering  with 
the  negroes  beforehand. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  And  you  succeeded  when  the  republicans  had  all  the  election  officers  in 
the  State  f 

Anatcer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  of  them.  Why,  sir,  there  are  a  large  number  of  negroes  in 
Georgia  who,  in  spite  of  all  the  induenoes  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket.  We  have  in  our  State  democratic  clubs  composed  of  negroes.  In  some 
places  they  are  strong  enough  to  maintain  their  position  in  that  way. 

Quteti/m.  Against  the  violence  of  the  other  side  T 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  against  the  violence  of  the  other  side.  Negroes,  in  some  localities, 
have  regular  democratic  clubs.  I  think  there  is  a  very  large  one  in  Savannah.  A  vast 
deal  of  electioneering  in  our  State  was  done  by  young  men  who  took  buggies,  carriages, 
and  wagons,  went  all  over  the  county  getting  negroes,  and  brought  them  to  the  polls, 
and  voted  them. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Those  colored  democratic  voters  voted  without  any  diflflculty  in  yonr  last 
election,  did  they  not  f 

Anstver.  O,  yes,  sir ;  but  some,  as  I  said,  refused  to  vote  on  account  of  what  was  said. 

Question.  You  never  knew  of  anv  actual  violence  committed  upon  negroes  voting  or 
wishing  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  T    You  knew  of  nothing  more  than  threats  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  have  never  known  any  actual  violence ;  I  have  heard  of  instances  of 
the  sort. 

By  the  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Suppose  a  man  shonld  have  challenged  another,  alleging  that  though  regis- 
'  tereii  he  was  not  in  fact  a  qualified  voter ;  would  there  have  been  any  penalty  for  the 
challenge  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  direct  penalty;  the  man  making  the  challenge  would  have 
isnftercd  the  consequence  of  a  violation  of  the  law,  and  I  think  the  penalty  is  fine  and 
(imprisonment. 

Question.  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  penalty  provided 
'in  the  law  for  challenging. 

Answer.  I  think  you  will  find  there  is  a  penalty.  Any  challenge  is  a  violation  of  the 
law.  I  apprehend  that  if  I  had  gone  to  the  polls  and  challenged  a  negro's  vote,  I 
would  have  been  arreste<l,  prosecuted,  fined,  and  imprisoned.  I  believe  I  would  have  • 
been  charged  with  a  misdemeanor  in  violating  the  election  law  ;  that  the  courts  would 
have  sustained  the  charge  and  convicted  me  of  a  crime.  I  have  no  sort  of  doubt  of 
that. 

Queniion.  Have  yon  knoMm  any  voters  to  be  challenged  in  the  State  o£4jleorgia  since 
the  passage  of  that  law  t  jigitized  by  LjOC 

Answer.  None  at  aU.  ^ 
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QtiesUon.  Practically,  then,  there  is  no  right  of  challenging  votes  on  the  day  of  the 
election  f 

Answer,  There  is  none  so  far  as  I  know ;  and  I  think  there  is  none. 

Question.  What  was  the  war  debt  of  the  State  of  Georgia  at  the  dose  of  the  war  f 

Anatcer,  I  cannot  tell  yon ;  I  have  not  looked  into  the  statisiioa  oo  that  salject. 
That  war  debt  was  all  repudiated. 

QHesiion.  It  was  not  repudiated  by  yoar  people  f 

Jnmioer,  O,  yes,  it  was. 

Qttesiion,  It  was  repudiated  by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitntion  of  the  United 
States. 

Answer,  It  was  repudiated  by  our  people  in  convention,  under  Andrew  Johnson's 
administration. 

Qnevtion,  That  was  done  under  the  instructions  of  the  Ck>vemment  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  think  we  would  have  paid  it  if  left  to  ourselves,  or  at  least  tried 
to  do  so. 

Question.  The  odium  of  refusing  to  pay  it  was  not  on  your  shoulders f 

Answer,  Not  at  all. 

Question,  The  command  not  to  pay  it  came  from  a  superior  ]>owot  f 

Ansic<fr,  Yes,  sir. 

(Question,  You  spoke  of  the  turning  of  a  number  of  men  out  of  t^e  Georgia  le<rislatnre 
upon  an  allegation  that,  after  taking  an  oath  before  the  war  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  they  had  been  implicated  in  one  way  or  another  in  the  rebel- 
lion. Were  not  colored  men  turned  out  of  that  legislature  simply  because  they  were 
colored  men  f 

Answer,  Not  out  of  that  legislature.  They  were  turned  out  of  the  first  legislature, 
which  was  elet^ted  at  the  same  time  as  Governor  Bullock.  I  believe  that  was  the  main 
ground  urged  for  reconstructing  us.  They  were  turned  out  on  tlie  ground  assumed  by 
the  recognized  leader  of  the  republican  party  in  G^eorgia,  Governor  Brown,  who 
throughout  his  canvass  gave  the  opinion  that  they  were  not  entitled,  under  the  consti- 
tution of  Georgia,  to  hold  offices.  It  Was  upon  the  constitutional  ground  solely  that 
they  were  turned  out — not  because  they  were  colored  men.  The  democrats  in  the 
legislature  were  strong  enough  to  exclude  the  negroes,  who  were  upon  trial,  from  the 
right  of  voting  upon  their  own  cases.  Their  right,  under  the  constitutional  provision, 
to  hold  seats  was  tried,  and  they  were  declared  not  qualified  to  act  as  members.  That 
view  was  sustained,  as  I  have  said,  by  Governor  Brown,  the  leader  of  the  republican 

Earty.  That  legislature  was  subsequently  reconstructed.  The  only  legislature  that  we 
ave  elected  since  is  the  present  legislature,  which  has  not  yet  aas^nbled. 

Qiicstion,  General  Terry  proceed!^  to  purge  that  legislature  t 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queation,  The  democrats  first  purged  it  of  the  negroes  f 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  afterward  General  Terry  purged  it  of  those  who,  before  the  war,  had 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution,  and  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  rebellion  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  So  that  there  were  two  processes  of  purging  the  legislature — one  by  the 
democrats,  and  the  other  by  General  Terry  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  the  fiirst  process  of  purging,  the  colored  men  were  put  out  by  the  demo- 
crats ;  and  they  did  not  allow  the  colored  men  who  were  elected  to  vote  on  that  ques- 
tion? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  were  on  trial.  In  Congress  I  believe  a  man  cannot  vote  upon 
his  own  case  when  the  question  of  his  right  to  a  seat  is  on  trial. 

Question,  Did  they  try  them  all  at  a  time  f 

Ansu^\  They  tried  the  general  question  as  to  whether  negroes  were  entitled  to  bold 
office. 

Question.  Did  they  not  make  a  8in£;le  case  in  the  first  place  upon  the  right  of  one 
member  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  now  remember  about  that ;  I  was  not  in  the  State  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  mode  of  doing  it  except  by  trying  the  question  upon 
the  case  of  the  first  colored  man  whose  name  was  called  t 

Atiswer.  I  think  that  was  the  method — that  one  man  was  put  upon  trial.  The  gen- 
eral result  was  that  the  question  was  decided  that  all  negroes  were  ineligible  to  office. 

Question,  The  first  case  decided  the  question  as  to  all  the  others  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Now,  upon  that  first  case  they  did  not  allow  the  other  colored  men  who 
had  been  elected  to  vote  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  as  to  that.  You  are  askiuj^  me  to  suppose  a  case  which  I  do 
mot  know  existed  at  all.    I  was  not  in  the  State  while  the  trial  was  in  progress. 

.Question,  I  ask  you  as  a  lawyer  whether  there  was  any  mode  known  to  the  law  by 
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whieh  BQch  a  question  conld  be  tried  before  the  legialatore  save  the  one  I  have 
indicated  T 

Answer*  No,  sir;  not  if  ono member  onlj  was  on  trial.  But  I  think  yon  will  fiud, 
npon  examination  of  the  records,  that  all  the  negroes  were  pot  on  trial  for  their  seats 
at  one  time.  The  question  was  simply  whether  a  certain  class  of  men  were  entitled  to 
hold  their  seats  under  the  constitution  of  Georgia. 

Question,  The  legislature  decided  that  colored  men  conld  not  hold  their  seats  in  that 
body,  and  turned  them  all  out  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questum,  Did  they  seat  white  men  in  their  places  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiicn,  The  minority  candidates  f 

Answer,  Thoy  seated  the  men  who  were  entitled,  under  the  constitution,  to  the  seats. 
Under  the  constitution  of  Georgia,  whenever  an  ineligible  person  receives  the  largest 
number  of  votes,  the  next  highest  candidate,  if  eligible,  takes  the  office. 

Question,  Is  that  the  law  of  Georgia  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  A  case  was  stated  here  yesterday — I  think,  perhaps,  by  Judge  Wright — 
where  a  man  was  seated  in  the  suuate  to  fill  the  place  of  another  who  had  died  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  remember  such  a  case. 

Question,  From  the  manner  in  which  that  case  was  stated  it  looked  like  rather  a 
fla^^rant  case  of  usurpation.  If  the  senator  who  had  died  was  not  eligible,  would  the 
minority  candidate  have  been  eutitleil  to  the  scat  T 

Answer,  I  think  that  if  the  senator  who  died  was  not  eligible  the  other  man  was 
entitled  to  his  seat. 

Questwn,  The  fact  that  the  first  man  had  died  would  make  no  difference  as  to  the 
title  of  t^e  second  man  t 

Answer,  I  think  not.  But  I  think  it  would  be  too  late  to  adjudicate  his  case  after 
his  death,  if  he  had  been  duly  iustalliMl. 

QnesHon,  But  this  case  was  passed  upon  by  General  Terry  at  the  time  ho  did  the 
pniipng. 

Mr.  Blair.  Not  till  after  the  death  of  the  senator. 

The  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Pool.)  But  it  was  done  by  General  Terry  at  the  time  of  the  sec- 
ond purging. 

Witness.  I  think  that  such  a  case  would  come  under  the  provision  of  our  law, 
which  provides  for  a  new  election  in  the  case  of  the  death  of  a  member.  I  think  the 
supreme  court  would  so  decide.  As  you  have  put  this  questiou'to  me  as  a  lawyer  I 
wish  to  say,  that  though  I  commenced  the  practice  of  law  when  I  was  quite  young — 
fifteen  years  ago — I  have  not  practiced  for  some  years  past,  and  I  cannot  undertake  to 
give  more  than  my  geueral  idea  upon  such  a  question.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  law- 
yer now.  My  impression  is  that  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  party  who  has  held  the  seat, 
the  supreme  court  of  the  State  would  decide  that  the  provisiou  for  cases  of  death  would 
be  applicable ;  that  it  would  be  too  late  then  to  adjudicate  the  question  of  the  eligibility 
of  the  deceased  x>erson.    I  only  give  that  as  my  impression. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Yon  mean  to  say  that  the  right  of  a  minority  candidate,  which,  of  course, 
would  be  an  absolute  right,  would  be  divested  by  the  death  of  the  majority  candidate, 
even  though  the  latter  was  ineligible. 

Answer,  I  think  so,  under  the  law,  if  the  majority  candidate  had  been  installed,  and 
had  died  before  any  deciBion  upon  the  question  of  his  eligibilty. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Under  the  constitution  of  your  State,  who  is  the  Judge  of  the  qualifications 
and  elections  of  members  of  the  legislature  f 

Answer,  The  legislature  itself.  But  they  were  not  allowed  to  mdge  in  this  case. 
That  is  whore  the  usurpation  really  was.    That  is  the  gist  of  the  whole  question. 

Question,  What  authority  had  General  Terry  te  interpose  his  Judgment  in  the  matter  f 

Answer.  We  thought  he  had  no  authority  at  all,  even  under  the  reconstruction  law. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  The  question  as  to  the  authority  of  General  Terry  is  a  separate  question ; 
but  admitting  him  to  have  possessed  the  power  which  he  assumed,  had  no  not  authority 
to  go  ahead  and  purge  the  legislature  according  to  law  f  . 

Answer.  Of  course. 

Question,  Whether  General  Terry  wrongfully  assumed  jurisdiction  is  a  separate  and 
distinct  c^uestion  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  particular  case,  any  more  than  any 
other  which  might  arise  with  reference  to  tho  qualifications  of  members. 

Answer,  I  think  that  even  the  legislature  itself  could  not  have  gone  behind  the  fact 
of  the  man's  death.    If  he  was  sworn  in  as  a  member,  aud  died  bcfoi-e  the  question  of 
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his  eligibility  bad  been  deleTmined,  then  I  thhik  that  the  provision  of  law  with  lefsr- 
cnce  to  sapplying  the  places  of  members  who  die  wonld  have  been  the  potent  one. 

Question.  Were  joa  ever  a  member  of  a  legislative  body  t 

Answer.  Never. 

QuesUan.  Is  not  tbe  ordinary  praptice  in  legislative  bodies  that  the  man  who  bolds 
the  certificate  is  first  sworn  in,  and  the  contest  between  him  and  his  competitor  is 
determined  afterwards  t 

Answer.  I  believe  it  is. 

Question.  Would  the  death  of  the  sitting  member,  before  the  contest  was  decided, 
divest  the  legal  title  of  the  contestant,  supposing  his  title  to  be  a  good  one  f 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  would  under  the  provision  of  our  law  (it  is  very  distinct)  for 
supplying  the  places  of  deceased  members.  I  think  tbe  burden  of  proof  would  be  all 
on  the  other  side.  The  sitting  member  is  to  bo  considered  as  the  rightful  member, 
unless,  in  a  oontest  to  which  he  is  a  party,  he  is  shown  not  to  be  entitled :  and  as  be 
cannot  be  a  party  after  his  death  the  question  cannot  be  adjudicated  at  al\  That  is 
the  point  I  make. 

Question.  Is  there  any  express  statute  of  your  State  upon  that  particular  question  t 

Answer.  Nc»,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Questum.  You  are  only  stating  yonr  general  judgment  of  the  law  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  th>t  there  ia  now  great  feeling  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  ot^nsequence  of  the  usurpations  which,  as  jou 
claim,  were  put  upon  your  people  by  General  Terry  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  pik  it  in  that  light.  I  said  there  was  no  opposition  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  at  all ;  but  that  the  alienation — I  think  that  is  the 
word  I  used — that  the  alienation  from  the  Grovemment  has  been  increased.  There  ^&6y 
of  course,  alienation  during  the  war  and  after  the  war.  I  think  that  alienation  has 
been  increased  by  the  course  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  towards  the 
South. 

Question.  And  the  course  of  General  Terry  f 

Answer.  When  I  say  ''  the  Government,''  I  mean,  of  course,  all  the  departments  of  tbe 
Government. 

By  Mrw  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  yon  not  make  a  distinction  between  the  Government  itself  and  ita 
administration  t 

Answer.  I  i-efer  to  the  party  in  power.  As  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
as  we  understand,  there  is  no  feeling  of  hostility  against  it.  In  other  words,  there  is 
no  disposition  to  get  away,  and  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Government. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Yon  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  people  of  Georgia  would  not  have  pre- 
ferred to  have  established  the  confederate  government  t 

Answer.  Not  by  any  means  ;  they  would  have  preferred  it  very  much. 

Question.  They  would  prefer  it  now  if  it  were  possible  T 

Answer.  1  think  they  would.  I  am  satisfied  they  would,  in  view  of  what  they  con- 
ceive to  be  the  wrongs  that  have  since  been  done  them.  A^nd  that  is  what  I  meaot  to 
say,  that  that  feeliug  has  been  intensified. 

Question.  You  racan  the  feeling  of  prefoi-ence  for  the  confederate  g;ovemmentf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  has  been  intensified  by  the  course  of  the  administration  toward 
the  people  of  Georgia.  I  want  to  be  distinctly  understood  on  that  point.  There  is,  oi 
course,  no  anticipation  of  anything  of  that  sort;  we  have  sense  enough  to  understaod 
that  thing  is  all  over. 

Question.  Judge  Wright  anahrzed  tho  question  by  distinguishing  between  two  kinds 
of  loyalty:  one,  the  loyalty  of^obcdience  to  force  which  cannot  be  overcome  j  and  the 
other,  loyalty  of  the  heart. 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  think  the  people  of  Georgia  could  be  induced  to  take  soy 
violent  course  towards  the  Government.  I  believe  they  are  law-abiding,  and  are 
willing  to  submit  to  and  recognize  the  authority  of  the  government.  But  I  think  that 
whatever  of  affection  for  the  Government,  in  virtue  of  old  associations,  was  left  iu 
them  after  the  war,  could  have  been  cultivated  by  a  difierent  course  from  that  wbich 
was  adopted,  whereas  that  feeling  has  been  diminished  by  the  course  which  has  been 
pursued  towards  them.    That  is  tue  distinction  I  want  to  make. 

Question.  According  to  some  of  the  testimony  before  ns,  your  )»eople  thought  that  tbe 
Government  of  tho  United  St4ites  observed  very  bad  faith  in  »-espect  to  the  surrumler 
at  Appomattox ;  that  it  did  not  carry  out  what  were  understood  to  be  the  terma  of 
that  surrender  f 

Answer.  On  that  point  I  want  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  South  appreciate,  I  think, 

very  fully  and  very  Justly  the  conduct  of  General  Grant  in  protectmg,  so  for  as  be 

•  .conld,  the  soldiers  who  surrendered  there,  when  there  was  aU  this  talk  about  punisbiug 
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for  '' treason," .4Src.;  but  I  think  that  the  bad  faith  wae  in  this:  The  condnct  of  the 
Federal  army,  officers  and  Boldiers,  from  General  Grant  down,  at  Appomattox  Const- 
House,  led  our  people  to  feel  that  a  liberal,  generous,  magnanimous  policy  would  be 
pursued  toward  them.  They  felt  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  construe  that  conduct 
into  a  pledge,  as  it  were ;  and  as  the  sort  of  policy  which  tbat  conduct  apparently 
pledced  has  not  been  pursued  towards  us — as  the  policy  has  been  one  of  distrust  iu- 
stcaa  of  liberality  aud  ma^nauinmity,  our  people  feel  that  the  &ith  which  w.as 
pledged  to  them  has  been  violated — not  so  much  in  letter  as  in  spirit,  if  I  may  make 
that  distinotion.  We  do  not  claim  that  we  had  any  written  pledge  irom  General 
Grant  and  his  army,  any  further  than  that  we  shonkl  not  be  disturb^,  so  long  as  we 
obeyed  the  laws. 

Question,  The  supposed  pledge  was  a  deduction  from  the  kind  manifestations  on  tho 
part  of  General  Grunt  aud  his  army  T 

Anaicer,  It  was  a  deduction  from  the  manner  in  which  the  wtible  surrender  was  con- 
ducted, the  spirit  of  the  correspoudeuce  and  the  general  impression  conveyed  by  the 
communications  l>etween  the  officers  of  the  two  armies. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :    . 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  you  were  "  disturbed"  when  you  were  deprived  of 
political  rights  i 

Answer.  That  is  the  point  I  was  coming  to.  We  felt  there  was  a  moral  obligation 
arising  from  the  circumstances  I  was  stating ;  we  hail  no  written  pledge  except  thai 
contained  in  our  paroles;  and  we  think  that  that  written  pledge  itself  has  been  broken 
in  the  fact  that  we  have  been  deprived  of  rights  which  wo  had  inherited^-wbich  be- 
longed to  us  as  citizens  of  the  country.  In  that  paiticular  oar  people  leel  that  the 
Government  has  not  kex)t  faith  with  us.    We  have  been  disfranchised. 

By  the  CHAiiiMAN,  (Mr.  Pool  :  ) 
Question.  Do  you  refer  to  the  right  to  liold  office,  which  is  pow  taken  away  by  the 
fourteenth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blajr  : 
Question.  And  the  right  to  vote,  which  was  taken  away  by  the  reoonstmetion  act  ? 
Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.    But  as  to  the  right  to  vote  that  has  been  tixed  by  the  constitution 
of  Georgia. 

By  the  Chairman,  (M*.  Pool  :) 

QuesdUm.  The  right  to  vote  Is  not  denied  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Bnt  many  of  us  are  denied  by  that  Constitution  the  right  to  hold  office. 

Question,  Did  the  spirit  of  kindness  manifested  by  General  Grant^  his  officers  and 
men,  have  any  influence  in  Inducing  your  surrender ;  or  was  that  kindness  shown  to 
yoa  after  your  surrender  was  effected  T 

Answer,  It  wa«  shown  by  the  correspondence  itself  before  the  surrender  aud  also 
after  the  surrender.    The  greater  impression  was  made  after  the  surrender. 

Question,  Had  it  anything  to  do  with  producing  the  surender  t 

Ansictr.  O,  yes ;  that  correspondence  nad  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  surrender.  I 
think  that  a  large  proportion  of  General  Lee's  army  would  have  cut  its  way  ont,  or 
been  captured  or  killecl,  but  for  the  manner  in  which  General  Grant  wrote  to  General 
Liee.  I  think  that  but  for  the  manner  in  which  the  correspondence  was  conducted  by 
General  Grant,  General  Lee  would  not  have  surrendered.  He  might  have  been  eap- 
tnre<l ;  but  we  would  certainly  have  had  more  fighting.  On  this  subject  I  speak  of 
-what  I  know.  It  was  my  fortune  to  be  present  at  the  last  council  of  war,  tho  night 
before  our  suiiender.  General  Grant's  corresx>ondenco  was  submitted  to  us  and  we 
discussed  it.  In  tiiat  correspondence  he  said,  *'  I  ask  nothiugexoopt  that  the  army  lay 
down  their  arms  and  return  to  their  homes."  We  supposed  That  that  was  to  be  an  end 
of  the  matter ;  that  there  would  be  no  further  conflict  or  bitterness  stin*ed  up  and  no 
further  discriminations  against  us. 

Question,  You  do  not  suppose  that  any  fhrther  fighting  would  have  been  of  any 
avail  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  probable  that  I  could  have  gone  through  with  my  com- 
mand ;  I  had  made  a  pretty  good  commencement. 

Question.  Would  it  have  been  of  any  avail  to  the  cause f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  we  would  have  lost  the  cause  in  the  end  without  doubt.  I  think 
that  if  General  Grant  had  demanded  an  unconditional  surrender  on  that  occasion, 
there  would  have  bceft  some  heavy  fighting ;  and  I  think  we  would  have  got  out.  But 
I  do  not  think  it  vvouhl  have  aniounttMl  to  anything  ultimately.  We  would  have  gone 
to  the  mountains  and  probably  fought  a  year  or  t<»  two  longer. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  you  would  have  refused  to  surrender  simply  for  the  sake 
of  securing  to  men  who  are  now  under  disabilities  the  right  to  hold  office  t         ^         i 
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Answer,  O,  no,  sir;  those  questions  of  course  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  We  never 
anticipated  that  any  man  would  be  denied  that  right.    . 

Question,  You  probably  recollect  the  effect  produced  npon  thesoathem  people  by  the 
declaration  of  F^esideut  Johnson  that  "  treason  was  to  be  made  odions  and  traitors 
punished  ?" 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  apprehension  that  there  would  be  executions  for  treason  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  an  apprehension  of  that  sort.  We  did  not  believe  we 
could  ever  be  convicted  of  treason  before  the  courts  of  the  country ;  I  do  not  tliiuk  a 
man  in  the  South  believed  that.  There  was  a  fear  that  some  of  us  might  be  haugcd, 
but  we  never  believed  that  before  any  legitimate  court  of  the  country  on  a  Fair, 
honest  trial  for  treason,  we  could  bo  convicted  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Question,  You  mean  a  court  of  law  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^nestion,  But  there  was  an  apprehension  that  there  would  be  executions  f 

Answer,  O,  yes ;  very  serious  apprehension. 

Q^testion,  Did  not  the  southern  people  feci  very  considerably*  relieved  when  it  was 
found  the  Government  would  not  go  to  that  extent  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  we  never  bad  any  sort  of  apprehension  of  a  conviction  for  trea- 
son by  a  court  of  justice.  We  did  not  believe  that  the  act  of  secession  was  treasou.  I 
do  not  believe  it  now.  I  do  not  expect  ever  to  believe  it.  I*  never  expect  to  advocate 
any  more  secession  j  I  have  given  that  up ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it  was  treason. 

Question,  You  did  not  believe  it  was  treason  when  yon  originally  advocated  it  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir;  audi  do  not  believe  it  to-day;  I  never  expect  to  believe  it. 

Question,  Was  there  not  an  apprehension  among  the  southern  people  that  there 
would  be  some  contiscation  of  laniled  property  f 

Antfwer,  Yes,  sir.  But  all  that  appreLeusion  arose,  mark  you,  when  Andrew  Johnson 
commenced  his  course.  • 

Question,  And  there  was  a  very  great  feeling  of  relief  when  it  was  found  that  that 
was  not  going  to  be  resorted  to  by  the  Government  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  In  the  first  part  of  your  testimony  you  spoke  of  certain  troops  ha\-ing 
robl  ed  an  old  man,  and  threatened  to  **  pin  him  to  a  pine  tree."  Do  you  state  that  as 
having  been  done  by  the  authority  of  the  commanding  officers  t 

Answer,  No,  sir :  I  have  no  idea  that  it  was.  I  meant  that  it  was  the  act  of  indi- 
vidual soldiers — those  negroes  of  whom  I  was  speaking.  I  meptioued  that  in  explauar 
tion  of  the  feeling  that  was  stirred  up  between  the  two  races. 

Question.  Did  you  testify  as  to  the  number  of  negroes  on  the  Georgia  coast? 

Ansiver,  No,  sir;  I  did  not,  except  as  to  the  prox>ortion  of  the  negroes  to  ths  white 
population  in  that  region. 

Question,  How  many  of  these  ignorant  coast  negroes  do  you  think  there  are  f 

Ansiccr,  I  do  not  know  how  many.  I 

Question,  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  thousands  t 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not.     I  have  no  conception. 

Question.  In  another  part  of  your  testimony  you  said,  I  believe,  that  the  negroes  would 
have  been  poact* able,  but  for  the  interference  on  the  part  of  certain  white  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  ^ir. 

Question,  I  believe  you  also  said  that  there  was  great  kindness  and  love  between  the 
negroes  who  had  been  slaves  aLd  their  former  masters  ♦ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  say  that  was  a  general  rule  t 

Anstcer.  Yes.  sir. 

Qtiestion,  And  the  feeling  continued  after  the  war  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  you  say  there  is  a  different  feeling  now  T 

Anstcer.  O,  no,  sir;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  is  any  bitterness  towards  tfcc 
negro  in  our  State.    I  have  given  instances  of  great  kindness  towards  him. 

Question,  After  the  negroes  had  been  enslaved,  and  whipped,  and  punished,  and  never 
paid  for  their  labor  by  their  masters — after  this  had  been  for  years  the  condition  of 
themselves  and  their  ancestors — do  yon  think  that  when  they  became  free  there  was, 
in  spite  of  all  this,  a  feeling  of  love,  and  kindness,  and  conlideuce  on  their  part,  to- 
wards tbost*  men  who  ha<l  held  them  in  slavery  t 

Anstcer.  I  know  there  was. 

Q^uestion,  Then  in  view  of  those  facts,  do  yon  think  there  was  any  ground  for  reason- 
.able  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  whites  that  the  negroes  would  do  violence  t« 
^them  after  the  war  was  over  T 
*    Ans:w€r,  None  in  the  world,  if  the  negroes  had  been  left  to  themselves.    Bat  there 
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was  a  mat  deal  of  apprehension  excited,  becanse  these  ignorant  people  were  excited 
and  deluded  by  those  who  professed  to  be  their  fiienas,  and  who  used,  in  order 
to  inflnence  them  injuriously,  the  fact  that  they  had  been  a  part  of  the  forces  that  had 
given  the  negroes  their  jfreedom.  In  that  respect  there  was  a  great  deal  of  ground  for 
apprehension. 

Question,  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  there  was  very  much  more  danger  from 
the  negroes  during  the  war,  when  the  white  men  were  away  from  their  homes  engaged 
in  the  army,  than  there  ever  was  at  any  time  afterward  f 

Answer,  O,  no. 

Question,  Yon  think  there  yras  no  danger  during  the  war,  when  the  mass  of  the  white 
men  were  away  and  their  families  were  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  negroes  t 

Answer,  Kobody  felt  any  approheneion  at  that  time. 

Question,  Why  was  not  appreheusion  felt  then  f 

Answer,  Simply  because  we  knew  that  the  negroes  and  the  whites  felt  kindly  toward 
each  other ;  that  the  negroes  were  attached  to  their  homes  and  their  masters.  The 
cruelty  which  was  reported  as  being  inflicted  on  the  negro  during  his  slavery  never 
existed,  except  in  rare  instances.  The  negroes,  as  a  general  thing,  \^re  always  better 
fed,  better  clothed,  and  more  kindly  treated,  in  my  judgment,  than  any  other  laboring 
population  in  the  world.  I  think  that  this  fact  was  the  secret  of  the  feeling  between 
the  negroes  and  their  old  masters.  There  were  individual  instances  where  men  did 
behave  very  cruelly  toward  their  negroes,  as  there  are  individual  instances  where 
men  have  behaved  cruelly  toward  their  whit«  employiSs.  But  tliese  were  iudividual 
cases ;  and  the  law  provided  for  their  punishment. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  negroes,  as  a  general  rule,  did  not  object  to  being  held  in 
slavery  T 

Answer,  I  think  there  never  was  a  time  when  they  would  not  have  been  glad  to  be 
free. 

Qittfs/iaii.  Do  you  not  believe  that  they  considered  the  deprivation  of  their  freedom 
as  the  most  serious  wrong  that  could  be  put  upon  them  by  any  human  being  t 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir.  I  have  talked  to  them  about  that  in  my  speeches  since  the  war. 
In  canvassing  since  the  war  I  have  addressed  crowds  of  uegi'oes  from  the  stumpy-and 
have  carried  them  with  me  on  this  subject.  So  far  from  their  being  embittered  toward 
us  on  account  of  their  former  enslavement,  I  have  reasoned  with  them,  and  have  had 
them  agree  with  me  en  masse  u]K>n  this  point :  that  the  southern  while  man  was  not 
responsible  for  the  enslavement  of  the  negro;  that  the  negro  was  not  brought  to  the 
South  by  any  act  of  the  southern  white  man ;  that  ho  was  imposed  upon  us,  as  in  the 
case  of  Virginia,  in  the  teeth  of  the  southern  man's  protest.  And  I  have  said  to  them, 
**  When  our  money  had  been  paid  for  you  and  your  ancestors,  the  act  of  these  northern 
people  was  to  take  you  away  from  us  without  returning  to  us  our  money."  I  havo 
illnstrated  the  matter  to  them  In  a  homely  way,  by  asking  them  whether  it  would  bo 
ri^ht  that  a  horse  they  had  bought,  should,  while  he  wos  well  treated  and  serving  them 
£iithfuUy,  be  taken  away  from  them.  That  illustration,  together  with  the  point  that 
we  were  not  responsible  for  the  introduction  of  the  negro  among  us,  was  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  negroes  with  whom  I  talked.  They  had  sense  enough  to  see  the  force  of  my 
argument,  and  they  see  it  now. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  thought  made  them  happy  during  their  condition  of 
shivery  T 

Answer,  Not  at  aU.  They  did  not  think  anything  abont  it.  They  were  happy 
because  they  were  treated  kindly ;  and  I  only  meant  to  show  that  the  negro  never 
harbored  the  ill-will  which  it  has  been  snpnosed  he  would  naturally  feel  toward  those 
who  held  him  in  shivery.  If  the  negroes  while  slaves  wore  whipped  and  cufied,  fed  on 
cotton  seed,  and  neglected  and  abused  in  every  way,  why  did  they  not  kill  our  families 
during  the  war,  or  when  the  Fed<Tal  armies  were  marching  through  our  midst,  why  did 
they  not  follow  those  anuies  T  We  never  had  any  apprehension  from  the  conduct  of 
the  negroes  until  unscrupulous  men  came  among  them  and  tried  to  stir  up  strife.  But 
lor  sucii  men  we  never  would  have  had  any  trouble  witli  the  negro,  and  would  not 
have  any  now.  We  can  g<'t  along  fox-ever  with  the  negro,  loving  him,  and  having  him 
love  us,  if  you  will  just  take  away  these  "  carpet-baggers.'* 

Question*  Are  you  willing  to  swear  that  if  the  nt'groea  differ  from  you  in  politics,  if 
they  take  strong  republican  gix)iiiids  in  opposition  to  the  democrats,  you  can  get  along 
peaceably  with  them  in  Georgia  t 

Ansxcer,  I  am  willing  to  sweoi*  until  I  am  gray  that  the  negroes  and  the  white  people 
can  live  together  in  Georgia  peaceably  and  happily  if  they  are  not  interfered  with. 

Question,  In  spite  of  political  dillerences,  such  as  divide  the  republican  and  the  dem- 
ocratic party  T 

Answer,  The  political  differences  would  not  exist  under  the  circumstances  which  I 
suppose.  The  negroes  would  be  largely  democratic  if  you  would  let  them  alone.  I 
have  spoken  from  the  same  platform  as  republican  speakers  to  the  negro  population ; 
I  havo  said  to  them,  ''  The  tobacco  you  chew,  the  food  you  eat,  is  taxed  just  as  much 
in  proportion  as  mine  is  taxed.''    Not  ten  days  ago  a  negro  who  voted  against  me  for 
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[)vernor,  said  to  me  in  Atlanta,  "  I  voted  against  yon  for  governor :  but  I  am  now 

^nning  to  have  8om«^  property  in  the  State ;  I  have  boncrht  a  little  house ;  and  I  am 

^  '•oing  to  vote  with  the  people  that  have  the  property."    That  is  the  feeling  in  the 
The  negroes  are  getting  to  feel  that  their  labor  is  a  part  of  the  property  of  the 
I  do  know  that  the  people  of  (Seorgia  will  vote  the  negro  population  whenever 
I  we  are  left  to  ourselves. 

QoesUon.  Is  it  not  your  ground  that  if  all  the  white  men  who  are  republicans  were 
driven  away,  and  if  the  negroes  would  all  agree  politically  with  the  aomocrat«,  you 
could  have  peace  in  Georgia  T 

Jnmoer,  We  certainly  can  if  the  negroes  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  we  can  it 
they  vote  the  republican  ticket.  I  venture  to  say  that  on  my  plantation  there  were 
•not  at  the  last  election  three  of  the  fifty  negroes  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket;  yet 
I  could  go  there  and  sleep  on  that  plantation,  with  no  white  person  there  but  niysel£ 
They  would  gather  around  me  anu  talk  until  12  o'clock  at  night  if  I  would  stay  up 
with  them. 

Qiieaiion.  Does  that  induce  you  to  believe  that  they  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  J 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  they  would  vote  that  ticket  as  the  effect  of  the  argumeuts 
which  have  been  used  upon  them. 

Question.  You  said  something  about  the  negroes  not  being  subjected  to  anything  like 
terrorism.  Have  you  not  heard  of  a  great  many  outrages  iu  the  last  election,  which  to 
a  great  extent  prevented  negroes  from  voting  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  know  that  such  cases  have  not  occurred,  but  I  say  I  have 
never  heard  of  any. 

Question,  I  would  like  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few  facts.  Did  yon  evei  know  of  a 
place  called  Appling  Court-House,  Columbia  County  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  white  democrats  there,  with  knives  and  other 
weapons,  driving  away  negroes  from  the  polls  when  they  were  attempting  to  vote  at 
the  last  election  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it ;  it  may  have  occurred. 

Question.  You  were  running  for  governor  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  at  the  last  election. 

Question.  When  did  you  run  for  governor  t 

Answer.  When  Governor  Bullock  was  elected,  two  years  ago. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  of  any  colored  men  being  run  away  from  the  polls  at 
that  place  by  the  use  of  dogs  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  reckon  that  never  occurred ;  I  never  heard  of  it.  The  location  is 
in  General  Wright's  neighborhood,  a  long  way  from  Atlanta.  It  may  have  occurred ; 
I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  in  Burke  County  f 

Answer.  Only  very  slightly  ;  that  is  still  further  off. 

Question,  Do  you  know  wnether  any  negroes  were  run  off  from  the  polls  in  Burke 
County  at  the  last  election  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Yon  never  heard  that  more  than  twenty-five  negroes  in  one  gang  were  run 
off  and  not  allowed  to  vote  f 

Anstccr.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  republicans  were  intimidated  so  that  on  the 
second  day  of  that  election  a  large  number  of  them  staid  away  from  the  polls  t 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  after  the  second  day  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  the  particulars  «ibout  the  election  in  ihat  portion  of 
the  State. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  men  being  shot  at  the  election  in  Columbia  County  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  did  not  hear  of  negroes  being  intimidated  by  shots  fired  at  them  at  the 
court-house,  and  driven  away  ftt)m  the  election  f 

Anstcer.  I  never  heard  of  it ;  it  may  have  occurred. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  white  men  beating  colored  men  at  that  election,  in 
Columbia  County  t 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  did.  I  have  heard  general  rumors  about  disturhluices 
in  that  part  of  the  State.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  at  the  election  or  some 
other  time. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  crowd  getting  around  the  polls  at  that  election  in 
Columbia  County  so  that  the  republicans  could  not  get  up  to  vote! 

'Answer.  I  never  heard  anythiug  about  the  election  there,  in  any  shape  or  fonn. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  Sparta,  Hancock  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  , 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  about  disturbances  at  elections  the^l^ 

Anstcer.  Not  at  elections;  I  have  heard  of  disturbances.  ^ 
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.  QuesUon,  At  the  last  election  f 

Answer.  No^sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  officers  of  the  election  heing  arrested  and  taken  away 
£nom  the  i>oll8,  and  not  allowed  to  hold  an  election  f 

Answer.  \6s,  sir ;  I  heard  somethiDg  of  that. .  They  were  arrested,  I  helieve,  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Stephens,  and  were  tried,  I  thii^. 

Question.  Did  yoa  hear^at  some  fifteen  hundred  colored  repnhlicans  were  ngt  allowed 
to  vote  at  that  election  T 

Ansujer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  hear  it. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  democrats  were  armed  there  with  more  than  one  hun- 
dred guns,  and  intimidated  the  negroes  T 

Ansioer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  hear  anything  abont  the  matter,  except  what  I  have 
stated — that  Judge  Stephens  had  the  managers  of  the  election  arrested  for  fraud.  That 
is  all  I  ever  heard  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  they  were  not  allowed  to  go  back  and  hold  the  election, 
but  were  taken  away  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  anything  about  that. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  place  called  Louisville,  Jefferson  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  disturbances  at  the  election  there,  by  which  men  in 
large  numbers  were  not  allowed  to  vote  f 

Answer.  No,  sir:  and  I  do  not  believe  it,  either. 

Question.  Would  you  believe  it  upon  the  sworn  evideuce  of  witnesses  f 

Answer.  It  would  depend  upon  what  sort  of  witnesses  they  were ;  if  they  were  reliable 
men  I  would  believe  it. 

Question.  If  they  were  black  men  would  you  believe  itt 

Answer.  Some  black  men  I  wotfld  believe  aud  some  I  would  not. 

Question.  What  is  the  presumption  in  regard  to  black  men  telling  the  truth  or  not  f 

Answer.  The  presumption  is  that  if  a  black  man  is  not  interested  in  any  way  in  the 
matter  in  question,  he  wiU  tell  the  truth. 

Question.  Is  it  the  presumption  that  if  he  is  interested  he  will  swear  to  a  lie  ? 

Ansteer.  No;  I  do  not  kuow  that  that  j^rosumption  prevails  at  all;  I  would  believe 
more  readily  a  white  man  than  a  negro,  if  the  white  man  were  the  more  iDtelligent: 
but  I  would  believe  an  intelligent  negro,  of  good  character,  more  readily  than  I  would 
a  white  man  who  bore  a  bad  character.  The  weight  of  testimony  depends  altogether  on 
the  character  of  the  individual  testifying.  I  think,  as  a  rule,  negroes  are  less  scrupulous 
in  giving  testimony,  because  they  are  more  ignorant ;  I  do  not  think  they  are  worse  as 
a  class  than  anybody  else. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  in  Wafihington,  Wilkes  Coonty  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Did  you  hear  of  a  riot  which  occurred  there  immediately  before  th«  election, 
and  of  intimidation  of  negroes  so  that  they  were  in  large  numbers  prevented  £rom 
voting  T 

Ansioer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  that  they  were  prevented  in  any  number  from  voting  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  impression  I  had  in  regard  to  Wilkes  was  that  the  negroes  did  ' 
vote,  and  voted  the  democratic  ticket;  I  think  that  Wilkes  County  polled  as  heavy  a 
vote  at  that  election  as  usual. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  that  a  large  number  of  negroes  were  intimidated  from 
voting  the  republican  ticket  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  that  there  was  a  man  killed  there  and  another  wounded  t 

A'nswer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  sort. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Harris  being  killed,  and  two 
men,  whose  names  were  Batlifte  and  Washington,  being  wounded,  at  the  depot  a  day  or 
two  before  the  election  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  probable  it  may  have  occurred  without  my  knowledge  ;  I  never 
heard  anything  about  it.  As  I  said  a  while  ago,  I  have  been,  since  the  election  for  gov- 
ernor, a  good  deal  out  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  what  occurred  within  my  own  knowl- 
edge, I  have  merely  the  general  impression  that  the  election  was  very  fair;  I  think 
Governor  Bullock  stated  that  it  was  as  fair  an  election  as  ever  occurred  in  Georgia. 

Queation.  Do  yon  or  do  you  not  say  that  the  colored  people  oi  Georgia  are  capable  of 
aeli-govemment,  and  oi^ht  to  have  the  right  of  suffrage  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  would  not  take  away  the  right  of  sufirage  from  them ;  if  I  had 
my  way,  I  would  favor  a  qualified  suffrage  for  the  negro. 

Question.  Would  you  allow  those  ignorant  negroes  on  the  coast  to  vote  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  would  not. 

Question.  How  many  would  you  exclude;  what  sort  of  a  test  would  vou(Sply^(jTp 

Answer.  I  would  have  a  test  of  some  sort  as  to  intelligence.       ^'^'^'^^  ^^  y^Kj^giy. 

Question.  What  test  would  you  ax>ply  to  them  f 
22g 
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Ans%oer.  1  wonld  not  reqnire  them  to  read ;  but  I  wonld  reqaire  as  a  test  a  oertain 
amount  of  intelligence ;  I  hardly  know  how  I  would  get  at  a  standard ;  I  have  ntsftt 
thought  on  that  subject. 

Quotum.  Tou  have  been  testifying  to-day  in  relation  to  the  ignorance  of  those  ooael 
negroes. 

Answer.  I  say  very  emphatically  that  I  would  ezclnde  those  people. 

Question,  You  could  not  exclude  them  by  a  geographical  line  T     * 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  test  wonld  you  apply  f 

Answer.  I  would  require  them  to  have  a  certain  amount  of  intelligence,  which  should 
be  decided  in  some  way ;  I  would  not  favor  reading  as  a  test,  because  if  you  reqtdred 
that,  you  wonld  exclude  nearly  all  the  negroes  of  Georgia,  and  a  great  many  white  man. 

Question.  Would  you  favor  a  property  qualification  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  would ;  but  I  would  test  their  intelligence  in  seme 
way  or  other ;  there  might  be  an  examining  board,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Is  there  any  better  test  of  intelli^uce  than  reading  and  writing  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  and  I  would  very  certainly  bring  them  up  to  that  posinon  in  time, 
but  I  would  not  require  reading  and  writing  as  a  qualification  at  present.  Inde(^  I 
do  not  know  that  I  would  vote  at  present  to  change  the  election  law  in  Georgia  at  ail. 
When  I  speak  of  requiring  some  sort  of  qualification,  I  mean  I  would  have  it  ^hkeeffeefe 
some  time  in  the  futui'e.  I  have  never  thought  until  this  momihg  as  to  what  kind  <k 
a  test  should  be  required,  and  therefore  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  a  precise  answer  on 
that  point ;  but  I  can  say  that  I  would  not  vote  to  disfranchise  the  negroes  in  Geragia 
as  a  class. 

Question.  Ton  seemed  a  while  ago  to  have  made  np  your  mind  that  it  was  very  bad 
policy  to  allow  those  ignorant  negroes  to  vote. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  when  I  was  speaking  of  those  negroes  on  the  coast  I  was  not  think- 
ing of  that ;  I  was  simply  showing  the  danger  which  might  arise  by  allowing  such  a  set 
of  people  to  be  deluded  and  incited  to  mischief.  My  testimony  on  that  point  had  no 
reference  to  voting  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  regard  the  admission  of  those  negroes  to  suffrage  as 
a  good  thing,  and  one  proper  to  be  done  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  wonld  not  have  permitted  them  to  vote  if  I  had  had  the  sa^-so 
about  it ;  I  wonld  have  opposed  it.  I  would  not,  however,  exclude  them  now  that 
they  have  got  the  right. 

Question.  Would  you  apply  the  same  test  to  white  men  as  to  negroes  f 

Answer.  I  would  have  any  law  of  Georgia  on  this  subject  apply  equally  to  both  races. 
My  general  impression— this  is  only  a  theory  of  my  own — is  that  voting  is  too  general 
in  this  entire  country.  That  is  my  conviction ;  I  never  expect,  however,  to  adVoeate 
any  law  to  carry  out  this  general  idea. 

Question.  What  qualification  would  you  require  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  I  have  not  thought  particularly  about  the  questioh;  bat  I 
think  that  republican  government  would  be  safer  with  fewer  voters.  I  have  that  gen- 
eral idea,  that  it  would  be  better  to  do  something — I  do  not  know  what.  It  would 
require  a  great  deal  of  thought  and  deliberation  to  determine  that  question. 

Quest'wti.  You  said  something  about  j u rors.  Do  yon  say  that,  as  a  general  rule,  whites 
and  blacks  serve  together  on  juries  in  Georgia  T 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  to  be  a  factf 

Answer.  I  haye  seen  blacks  and  whites  on  Juries  together. 

Question.  How  often  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  any  juries  often. 

Question.  W^here  did  you  ever  see  a  black  man  on  a  jury  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  seen  them  on  juries  in  Atlanta. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  of  itf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  it  is  the  general  practice  in  Georgia  not  to  put  colored 
men  on  Juries,  on  the  ground  that  they  do  not  come  np  to  the  test  of  intelligence  aad 
capacity  required  by  the  law  f  ** 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  general  practice  there  j  I  have  very  little  knoitl- 
edge  on  that  point,  because  I  do  not  now  practice  law,  and  have  not  for  ten  or  Gft/om 
years. 

Question.  You  said  something  about  rapes  having  been  committed  upon  whit«  woine* 
by  negroes.    Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  such  rapes  f 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  but  one  case  of  rape  by  a  negro  upon  a  white  woman  was  enough 
te  alarm  the  whole  people  of  the  State. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  how  the  man  was  punished  who  committed  that  rape  m 
which  you  spoke?  C^i^r\n]cy 

Answer.  No,  sir.  gitized  by  ^^OOglL 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  that  he  was  caught  and  burned  alive  f 
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Anewer.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  eren  put  my  finji^T  on  the  specific  case.  I  was  speaking 
simply  of  the  general  feeling  in  the  State  j  I  was  accounting  for  the  feeling  of  insecnrity 
which  we  had ;  I  was  giving  the  impressions  which  were  upon  the  minds  of  our  people. 
I  was  not  at  that  time  trying  to  give  specific  facts. 

Question,  Did  I  understand  yon  as  saying  that  republicanism  in  Georgia  consistu  in 
di^onesty,  the  creation  of  disturbance,  and  the  commission  of  villainies  of  every  sort! 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  that ;  I  said  these  ''carpet-baggeiB''  did  that. 

Question,  Are  the  "  carpet-baggers''  alone  guilty  of  d^Bhonesty  and  villdiny  and  polit- 
ical scoundrelism  T 

AMSwer.  O,  no ;  I  expect  there  are  a  great  many  thieves  belonging  to  the  democrats. 
I  spoke  of  the  general  administration  as  one  of  robbery. 

Question.  You  limit  your  testimony  to  that  statement  f  Yo^  do  not  say  that  repub- 
licanism in  Georgiamean^ishonesty,  the  creation  of  disturbances,  and  the  perpetration 
0^  villainy  f  ' 

Answer.  I  said  that  the  ^^  carpet-baggers"  created  distnrbances  in  Georgia,  but  I  said 
at  the  same  time  that  there  were  some  republicans  in  Georgia  who  opposed  that  as 
much  as  anybody. 

Quesiion.  What  disturbances  have  the  ^^carpet-baggers''  ever  created  f 

Answer.  They  arrayed  the  two  races  against  each  other ;  the  efiect  of  their  teachings 
did  that. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  negroes  would  not  have  voted  the  republican  ticket 
hot  for  those  men  T 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  they  were  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  who  had  liberated 
themT 

Answer.  I  say  that  when  the  white  men  returned  home  from  the  army  and  told  them 
tba>t  they  were  free — that  while  they  had  .not  wanted  them  to  be  free,  they  would  sus- 
tain them  in  their  freedom — the  negroes  believed  them  to  be  honest,  because  they  had 
never  found  them  anything  else. 

Question.  Did  not  the  negroes  know  that  they  were  free  before  the  white  men  came 
back  from  the  army  after  the  surrender  and  told  them  of  their  freedom  t 

Answer.  A  large  number  did  not,  and  hardly  knew  it  when  they  were  told. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  there  are  any  of  them  there  that  do  not  know  it  yet  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  suppose  that  every  negro  child  in  America  knows  now  that  he  is 
free,  if  he  is  old  enough  to  know  anything. 

Question,  You  think,  then,  they  did  not  find  it  out  for  certain  until  yon  told  them  f 

Answer,  A  great  many  did  not. 

Question.  What  proportion  do  you  think  found  it  ontf 

Anstoer.  I  should  suppose  probably  a  third  of  the  negroes  in  the  State — it  may  be 
not  that  many. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of 
the  negroes  in  this  country  are,  in  political  feelings  and  principles,  essentially  republi- 
cans, and  will  never,  under  present  circumstances,  knowingly  or  willingly  vote  the 
democratic  ticket  t 

Ansfcer.  No,  sir;  I  believe  that  exactly  the  reverse  is  true.  The  carpet-baggers  told' 
them  that  if  the  democrats  got  in  power  they  would  put  the  negroes  back  into  slavery; 
that  is  one  way  in  which  disturbance  has  beet  created.  They  told  them,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  if  the  republicans  were  put  in  power,  they  would  give  them  forty  acres  of 
lajid. 

Question,  Did  many  of  them  believe  that  f 

Answer,  Lots  of  them  believed  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  carpet-bagger  say  that  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ]  but  the  negroes  have  said  that  they  did  tell  them  that.  Four  hun- 
dred out  of  every  five  hundred  negroes  will  tell  you  that  they  were  promised  something 
of  that  sort. 

Q^iestlon.  Do  you  think  that  the  belief  in  that  promise  still  retains  the  colored  men 
in  the  republican  ranks  f 

Answer.  No^  sir ;  I  think  that  the  bitterness  inculcated  by  the  carpet-baggers  retains 
them. 

Question.  Did  that  promise  create  any  bitterness  against  the  democrats  f 

Answer.  Certainly  it  did. 

Question.  Would  it  not  be  natural  for  the  negroes  to  be  bitter  against  the  men  who 
XDAde  that  promise  and  failed  to  keep  it  t 

Answer,  1  say  that  is  one  reason  why  we  are  now  voting  the  negroes  in  Georgia. 
Tbey  are  now  falling  away  rapidly  from  the  republicans  on  account  of  violated  prom- 
ises. 

Question,  How  many  have  you  voted  T 

Answer.  We  have  voted  a  great  many ;  in  some  counties  we  have  voted  a  large  ma- 
jority of  them.  In  Houston,  where  I  think  there  are  twenty-three  hundred  neffroee, 
we  voted,  I  believe,  nearly  two  thousand  of  them  when  I  was  a  candidate. 
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QuetMon.  How  many  of  them  vece  compoUed  to  vote  the  demoeiatic  ticket,  hgr  in- 
timidation T 

Answer.  None,  I  think.    They  were  purchased  h^  hacon  and  such  things  as  that. 

Question.  The^^r  were  ^lired  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Ansufer.  Tea,  sir ;  a  great  many  of  them  wore  hired,  if  yon  call  that  hiring.  I  am 
speaking  of  the  election  when  I  was  a  candidate. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  that  most  of  the  negroes  can  be  hired  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket  f 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  them  can  be  hired ;  and  I  know  a  great  many  white  men 
who  can  be  bought  in  the  same  way. 

Question.  Do  yon  not  think  it  is  easier  to  bay  np  black  men  than  white  men  to  vote 
he  democratic  ticket  f 

Ansufer.  O,  yes ;  I  do.  It  is  much  easier  to  buy  np  an  ignorant  man  ihsin  an  intelli- 
gent man.  I  do  not  think  the  intelligent  negro  is  more  easily  bought  than  the  white 
man. 

QuesUon.  Ton  stated  that  the  alienation  between  the  whites  and  the  negroes  has 
been  increased  since  the  war.    I  want  to  know  in  what  respect  it  has  been  increased f 

Answer.  I  told  yon  it  was  increased  by  these  men  of  whom  I  spoke. 

Question.  HowT 

Answer.  By  telling  the  negroes  that  the  democrats  wanted  to  pnt  them  back  into 
slavery.  Iliese  carpet-baggers  would  say  to  the  negroes,  "  We  ireed  yon  in  spite  of  the 
armies  and  power  of  these  southern  men,  who,  if  they  ^et  you  in  their  pow^  t^g^i^ 
will  put  you  back  into  slavery.''  That  is  one  way  in  which  it  was  done.  Again,  the 
negroes  would  be  talked  to  in  this  way :  **  Here  is  a  man  living  in  a  fine  house ;  he  has 
large  tracts  of  land ;  you  have  worked  for  him ;  your  sweat  has  given  him  this  prc^ 
erty." 

Question.  Do  yon  not  think  that  the  negroes  understood  very  well  that  if  the  soadh 
em  confederacy  had  succeeded  they  would  have  been  kept  in  slavery  f 

Anstoer.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that ;  we  tell  them  that  every  day.  I  have  UM 
them  that  a  hundred  times  on  the  stump. 

Question.  And  they  believed  that  you  were  in  favor  of  keeping  them  in  slavery  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  have  told  them  at  the  same  time, "  Now  that  yon  are  firee,  I 
will  defend  yon  in  your  freedom  as  long  as  anybody."  I  say  that  to-day  the  people  of 
G^rgia  would  not  vote  the  negro  back  into  slavery,  even  if  the  United  States  Goveru- 
ment  were  not  in  existence. 

Question.  Do  the  negroes  feel  gratefhl  to  the  white  democrats  in  that  conntiy  for 
fiteeing  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  do  not ;  but  they  feel  grateful  for  the  kindness  that  was  aihown 
them  before  they  were  free,  and  the  kindness  which  has  been  shown  them  since.  I 
venture  to  say  that  according  to  the  amount  of  property  in  the  community  the  negroes 
can  raise  more  money  in  Georgia  to  build  a  school-house  or  a  church  than  they  can 
anywhere  else  in  this  country. 

Qtiestion.  Have  you  good  churches  for  negroes  f 

Answer.  A  great  many. 

Question.  How  many  negro  churches  are  there  in  Atlanta  f 

Answer.  A  number  of  them — three  or  four,  I  think.  Each  denomination,  probably, 
has  a  church.  # 

Question.  What  is  the  size  of  these  churches  f 

Answer.  They  are  about  as  large  as  any  other  churches.  They  are  not  so  fine,  of 
course,  as  the  white  churches. 

Question.  About  how  much  would  the  best  negro  churches  cost  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea ;  I  suppose  from  eight  hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars, 
though  that  is  only  a  matter  of  judgment.  I  am  not  a  builder,  and  I  cannot  estimate 
fuicb  things.  But  they  are  very  ooinfortable  houses.  I  helped  to  build  one  in  Decatur; 
I  subscribed  to  it  just  before  I  left ;  I  subscribed  first  to  pay  for  the  land.  I  live  at  the 
little  town  of  Decatur,  just  outside  of  Atlanta ;  and  I  believe,  the  white  people  of 
that  settlement  paid  for  the  land  entirely.  I  was  then  applied  to  for  a  subscription 
for  the  church  building,  to  which  I  and  lumost  everybody  else  in  that  community  con- 
tributed. 

Question.  Yon  testified  in  relation  to  a  certain  organization  which  you  said  was  foe 
the  purpose  of  self-defense.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  intend  to  say  that,  in  the  absence 
of  troops,  whole  neighborhoods  might  have  been  slaughtered  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  could  have  been  done,  I  think. 

QuesUon.  What  neighborhood  T 

Answer.  Anywhere  m  the  negro  belt  of  G^rgia. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  was  a  possibility  in  view  of  the  disposition  evinced  by 
the  negroes  f 

Answer.  It  was  possible  if  they  had  the  disposition ;  I  am  talking  about  the  phyaical 
possibility.  -009lf 

Question.  Are  you  willing  to  swear  that  the  negroes  in  any  portion 
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80  ruthless  and  cruel  that  thoy  would  have  risen  up  and  slaughtered  whole  neighbor- 
hoods of  white  people  ? 

Answer.  I  know,  as  I  have  stated  again  and  aorMn;  that  they  would  not  do  anything 
of  the  kind  if  they  were  not  instigated  by  bad  white  people.  But  t<here  w.as  no  telling 
what  an  ignorant  population  could  be  made  to  do  by  men  who  were  perfectly  unscru- 
pulous.   That  was  the  apprehension. 

Question.  Please  specify  the  neighborhoods  in  Georgia  where  the  negroes  could  have ' 
been  so  instigated  by  white  men. 

Atiswer.  I  would  say  the  whole  of  Southwest  Georgia,  to  begin  with— every  county 
from  Macon  down. 

Question,  What  class  of  barbarities  could  they  have  been  made  to  perpetrate  at  the 
instigation  of  the  carpet-baggers  t 

Ansxcer.  I  do  not  think  they  could  be  made  to  perpetrate  any  now,  for  I  think  they 
have  grown  into  better  sense. 

QuestUmi  Ton  said  that  they  could  have  been,  at  some  time. 

Answer,  1  said  the  apprehension  was  that  they  might  be  instigated  to  this  thing.  I 
never  believed  that  the  negro,  left  to  himself,  had  any  disposition  of  that  sort.  On  the 
contrary,  I  have  stated  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  my  testimony,  and  I  will 
state  it  now  again,  that  the  negro  in  Georgia,  if  left  to  himself,  would  have  had  the 
most  kindly  feelings  toward  his  old  master,  from  the  day  he  was  emancipated  to  the 
present  time.  And  that  kind  feeling  will  continue  forever,  if  these  bad  men  are  re» 
moved  from  them. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  give  it  as  your  opinion  that  whole  neighborhoods 
niight  have  been  slaughtered  but  for  the  troops. 

Answer,  I  say  still  that  it  was  a  physical  possibility ;  and  it  was  a  moral  possibility, 
in  view  of  the  instigations  of  these  bad  men  ;  and  nothing  in  the  world  but  the  kindly 
feeling  these  negroes  entertained  for  their  old  masters  prevented  that  sort  of  thing. 
If  the  sort  of  teachings  given  to  these  people  in  Georgia  had  been  carried  out  to  their 
legitimate  results,  the  negroes  would  have  slaughtered  whole  neighborhoods. 

Question.  What  x^re vented  these  teachings  from  being  carried  out  to  their  legitimate 
results  f 

Answer.  The  kindly  relations  that  existed  between  the  two  races,  and  tho  forbearance 
of  the  white  men. 

Question.  In  view  of  what  you  have  just  said,  are  you  williujDf  to  say  that  there  was 
any  reasonable  ground  for  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  white  people  f 

Anmcer.  I  say  there  was  reasonable  ground  for  apprehension.  There  is  reasonable 
ground  for  apprehension  in  one  of  these  factories  at  the  North,  if  a  man  goes  there 
who  has  been  instrumental  in  doing  avast  deal  of  good  to  a  poor  class  of  people,  and 
if  he  undertakes  to  use  for  improper  purposes  his  influence  over  them,  and  to  instigate 
them  to  acts  of  violence  by  citing  the  fact  that  they  have  been  badly  treated.  In  that 
way  people  of  that  class  'may  be  excited  to  do  a  vast  deal  of  harm  to  any  neighbor- 
hood ;  and  I  do  not  think  any  sensible  man  would  ever  take  any  other  view. 

Question.  Ton  say  that  upon  that  apprehension  of  danger  this  organization  was 
founded  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

Question,  In  what  year  was  it  founded  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  it  was  in  1^67  or  1868,  or  along  there ;  it  may  have 
been  in  1866. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  it  prevailed  over  the  whole  State  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  supposed  it  did ;  I  did  not  know  whether  it  did  or  not. 

Question,  What  office  did  you  hold  in  it,  if  any  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  hold  any  ofllce.  I  was  spoken  to  in  regard  to  holding  an  office, 
bnt  I  never  held  any.    The  organization  never  was  perfected,  as  I  have  already  stated. 

Question,  In  regard  to  holding  what  office  were  you  spoken  to  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  to  answer  that  question  unless  you  insist 
upon  it. 

Question,  I  insist  upon  an  answer. 

Answer.  I  was  spoken  to  as  the  chief  of  the  State.  I  said  very  emphatically  that 
npon  that  line  I  could  be  called  on  if  it  was  necessary.  But  the*  organization  never 
was  perfected,  and  I  never  heard  anything  more  about  it  after  that  time. 

Questi/m.  How  did  that  organization  propose  to  punish  oflenders  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  about  any  puni^ment  at  all. 

Question.  What  did  you  propose  to  do — to  act  on  the  defensive  ? 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  in  resisting  aggression  ? 

Question.  Yed,  sir. 

Anmoer.  Entirely  so. 

Question,  Suppose  the  black  men  had  committed  an  outrage  on  the  white  people, 
what  did  yon  propose  to  do  T 

Answer.  We  had  no  programme  or  definite  line  of  policy,  except  for  defense. 

Question.  Did  you  not  propose  to  do  something  with  ofienders  or  violators  of  law  f 
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Aiiawer.  It  was  not  with  individnals  we  were  dealing ;  what  we  apprehended  wm  a 
geuertd  uprising  of  the  negroes,  and  a  collision  of  the  two  races.  We  had  no  pro- 
gramme whatever  with  reference  to  individuals.    I  never  heard  of  any  suoh  thing. 

Quesiian.  Do  you  know  of  any  men  who  organized  in  bands  of  any  number  t 

Amwer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not ;  I  never  made  any  inquiry.  The  occasion  I  have  mentioned 
is  the  only  time  I  was  ever  approached  on  the  subject.  I  never  heard  anything  moce 
about  it  until  I  talked  with  General  Colquitte  the  other  day. 

Question,  Have  you  given  all  the  names  you  can  in  connection  with  this  organization  t 

Answer,  I  have  given  the  names  of  all  those  who  know  anything  about  it,  I  think. 

Que8U<m,  I  would  like  to  have  the  names  of  some  other  persons  in  different  ooanties. 
Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Toombs  belongs  to  it  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Mr.  Stephens  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  so. 

Question,  Mr.  Du  Bose  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  Judge  Wright  oelongs  to  itt 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  suppose  he  would  tell  you.  I  never  heard  of  him  in  oon- 
nection  with  it.  I  do  not  know  that  General  Colquitte  belongs  to  it ;  but  I  inferred 
from  the  conversation  I  had  with  him  that  he  knew  just  about  what  I  knew  in  regard 
to  it.    That  was  the  reason  why  I  gave  you  his  name. 

Question,  When  you  sun^pndered,  did  you  not  think  you  had  been  guilty  of  rebellion 
and  treason  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  had  any  such  idea. 

Question,  Did  you  not  think  that  you  were  amenable  to  the  law  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  bit  of  it. 

Question.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  did  not  the  people  of  the  South  understand  fiiat  they 
had  been  giiilty  of  rebellion  and  treason,  and  were  amenable  to  the  law  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  not  the  impression  on  the  public  mind  of  the  South  f 

Answer.  Not  a  bit  of  it.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  an  intelligent  man  in  the  South 
who  believed  then,  or  believes  to-day,  that  he  was  guilty  of  treason,  or  anything  that 
smacked  of  treason. 

Question,  Do  you  say  they  had  no  apprehension  of  being  punished  ? 

Afiswer.  Not  until  after  the  programme  Was  set  up  here  to  punish  them. 

Question,  As  a  fact,  do  you  not  think  that  the  people  down  there  regarded  their  Im- 
munity from  tiial  and  punishment,  the  restoration  of  their  property,  and  their  protec- 
tion under  the  law,  as  manifestations  of  great  clemency  on  tne  part  of  the  Government 
to  men  who  had  been  fighting  four  years  to  destroy  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I*  do  not  tbmk  so.  As  I  said  a  while  ago,  there  was  a  feeling  of  relief 
when  it  was  decided  that  the  Government  would  not  proceed  as  was  indicated  at  one 
time  by  President  Johnson.  But  I  want  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  South,  while 
they  acquiesced  entirely  in  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  while  they  would  not  restore 
:t  to-day-— (not  one  man  in  a  hundred,  or  five  hundred,  or  a  thousand,  as  I  belie ve>  would 
veto  for  its  restoratiou) — while  that  is  true,  they  have  felt  that  there  was  a  marked 
distinction  between  the  position  of  this  Government  in  freeing  the  negroes  and  turning 
them  loose  upon  the  country  and  the  position  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  when  he  refused 
to  turn  loose  the  serfs  of  Russia  in  order  to  gain  conquest.  They  thought,  if  the  negroes 
were  to  be  free,  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  adopted  a  programme  of  gradaal 
emancipation.    In  that  they  would  have  acquiesced  readily. 

Q,uestion,  You  said  something  about  the  treatment  extended  to  the  rebel  soldiers  at 
Appomattox.  As  a  fact,  was  there  not  surprise  on  their  part  that  they  were  treated  so 
well  by  our  forces  ? 

Anmcer.  O,  yes^  sir ;  I  stated  that. 

Question,  Had  there  not  been  a  general  impression  through  the  South  that  theae 
northern  soldiers  were  a  cruel,  ruthless,  and  unprincipled  set  of  fellows^who  would 
perpetrate  all  sorts  of  outrages! 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  there  was  any  such  impression  with  regard  to  the  e 
class ;  there  was  a  feeling  that  there  were  men  who  followed  the  army,  and  ' 
not  by  any  means  the  highest  type  of  soldiers,  who  wonld  be  guilty  of  all  sort  o^ 
violence.    Those  were  the  men  in  regard  to  whom  apprehension  was  felt.    But  di« 
southern  people  never  apprehended  any  great  violence  at  the  hands  of  the  army,    f 

Question.  In  view  of  all  these  facts,  are  you  not  ready  to  say  to-day  that  there  p^ 
a  veiy  serious  misapprehension  in  the  minds  of  the  southern  people  as  to  the  cha^he- 
ter,  intentions,  and  wishes  of  those  who  stood  by  the  Union  T 

Answer.  Misapprehension  in  what  respect  ? 

Question.  As  to  their  supposed  desire  to  ii^jure  and  destroy  the  people  of  the  South* 

Answer,  During  the  continuance  of  the  war  there  was  a  feeling  of  that  sort.  T'liffs 
was  a  vast  deal  of  bitterness ;  and  I  apprehend  it  existed  on  both  sides.    There  d^uti^ 
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be  a  great  war  without  much  bitternesH  oii  both  sides.  The  misstatements  and  mis- 
apprehensions naturally  arising  on  the  part  of  both  armies,  create  antagonism. 

Queation,  Was  there  not  an  agreeable  surprise  in  that  respect  on  the  part  of  the  sol- 
diers who  surrendered  T 

An9wer,  That  fact  does  not  need  to  bo  drawn  out  by  cross-examination.  I  stated 
emphatically  in  my  direct  testimony  that  we  were  agreeably  surprised. 

Question,  Was  the  feeling  anything  more  than  that  of  agreeable  surprise  ? 

AH$Uf€r,  I  have  said  in  a  dozen  public  speeches,  which  are  on  record,  that  the  course 
of  the  Federal  Army  toward  the  confederates  was  not  only  magnanimous  and  gener- 
ona,  but  even  deferential. 

^^ue$Hon,  That  being  the  case,  you  say  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  there  was  in  the  con- 
ditions of  surrender  an  understanding,  either  expressed  or  implied,  that  the  soldiers  of 
the  rebel  army  should  ^o  home,  and  that  they  and  all  the  southern  people  should  be 
restored  at  once  to  all  civil  and  political  rights,  the  same  as  if  no  war  had  taken  place? 

Answer,  We  did  not  hinge  our  belief  on  that  fact  alone. 

Question.  Were  you  deceived  by  the  kind  and  gentlemanly  treatment  extended  to 
you  by  the  Union  soldiers?  Were  you,  by  their  conduct,  led  to  do  anything  that  you 
would  not  otherwise  have  done? 

Atmewer,  1  do  not  understand  the  question. 

Quesium,  Do  you  and  your  people  think  that  the  Government  has  been  guilty  of  per- 
fidy and  bad  faith  f 

Ansvcer,  The  Army  was  not. 

Qwsiion,  Was  the  Government  ? 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you  what  we  think  about  that.  We  think  that  if  the  soldiers  on 
both  sides  had  been  allowed  to  settle  this  difficulty,  there  would  be  good  feeling  in 
this  country  to-day.  We  think  it  is  the  men  who  were  not  in  the  army  who  have  in- 
stigated the  bad  faith. 

Question.  On  what  do  you  base  that  belief? 

Anstcer.  On  the  measures  prosecuted  a^aiu^tus  since  the  war— disfranchisement,  &c: 

Question,  What  reason  have  you  to  beheve  that  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  do  not  ap- 
prove the  measares  of  reconstruction  ? 

Anstver,  I  think  it  is  possible  that  many  of  them  do ;  but  our  belief  is,  that  those  who 
do  approve  of  that  sort  of  thing  have  been  led  to  take  a  diflferent  course  from  what 
they  naturally  would ;  that  their  sentiments  have  been  perverted  since  they  left  the 
army.  That  is  the  feeling  now  in  the  South.  It  may  be  a  mistake.  The  other  day,  in 
a  speech  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  when  there  were  on  the  stand  a  large  number  of  con- 
iederate  soldiers,  and  a  number  of  the  first  men  in  the  country,  I  declared  that  if  the 
sentiments  of  the  Federal  Army  had  been  as  potential  at  home  in  peace  as  had  been 
their  arms  in  war,  we  would  long  since  have  seen  the  end  of  this  trouble.  I  believe 
that  to-day ;  and  I  do  not  want  to  believe  anything  else.  I  believe  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  men  who  were  not  in  the  army  at  all,  we  would  long  since  have  gotten  rid  of 
this  trouble  in  the  country,  and  there  would  have  been  none  of  the  present  bitterness 
and  alienation. 

Question.  As  a  citizen  of  this  firee  American  republic,  are  you  willing  to  affirm  the 
proposition  that  the  armies  that  may  have  been  arrayed  against  each  other  in  civil 
striie  should  settle  all  questions  of  policy  arising  out  of  the  war;  or  do  you  think 
that  it  is  better  to  settle  such  questions  by  legislation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  speaking  ot  the  propriety  of  such  a  mode  of  settlement  in  general ; 
I  am  only  illustrating  what  X  understand  to  be  the  sentiment  of  t^e  Army  as  contrasted 
with  that  of  the  men  who  were  not  in  the  Army. 

Question.  You  make  that  the  basis  and  groundwork  of  this  disaffection  toward  the 
Goyemment? 

Answer,  I  do  most  assuredly ;  but  I  say  that  if  the  parties  who  had  the  right  under 
the  Constitution  to  settle  these  questions  had  pursuea  the  liberal  line  which  was  indi- 
cated to  us  at  Appomattox  Court-House^  we  would  have  long  since  have  ceased  to 
have  any  trouble,  turmoil,  or  turbulence  m  this  country.  That  is  the  conviction  of 
our  people  to-day. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  thai  if  that  had  been  done  your  people  would  generally 
have  joined  the  republican  party  or  accorded  with  the  action  of  that  party  ? 

Ansujer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question,  What  do  you  mean,  then,  by  saying  that  you  would  have  peace  and  bar* 
mony  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  if  the  South  had  been  restored  to  the  Union,  her  State  gov- 
ernments recognized,  her  people,  left  enfiranchised  as  they  were,  we  would  have  nad 
none  of  the  ill  feeling  that  now  exists. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that,  because  of  those  things,  these  outrages  are  now  perpetrated 
upon  negroes  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  that  matter  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  outrages  ;  I  have  never  said 
asything  of  the  sort.  I  do  not  know  anytmng  about  any  outrages ;  I  am  talking^ about 
the  feeling  that  is  entertained. 
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Qumtion.  I  want  to  know  how  these  feelings  which  yon  speak  of  as  havimg  keen 
created  are  evinced. 

Ansteer.  There  is  no  evincing  of  them ;  I  am  simply  talking  ahont  the  feelings  en- 
tertained among  our  people.  They  are  not  evinceid  at  all.  Onr  people  are  a  law- 
ahiding  people ;  and  while  they  may  not  like  the  way  things  are  going  on,  tbvy  ars 
not  going  to  try  to  set  them  right  hy  violence. 

Question.  You  epeak  of  your  people  as  a  law-abiding  people ;  have  yon  heard  of  any 
outrages  in  your  State  by  disguised  men  t 

Ansteer.  I  have  heard  Of  them  ;  but  I  do  not  know  anything  abont  them. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  tbey  have  been  conmiitted  in  large  nnmbera  reeentiyf 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  that  outrages  have  been  committed  by  disguised  nen; 
I  believe  the  fact  as  I  would  believe  anything  else  from  public  report. 

Question.  Do  yon,  then,  continue  to  say,  as  you  have  said  heretofore  in  your  testdmony, 
that  everything  is  peaceable  and  lovely  in  Georgia  ? 

Answer,  I  say  that  there  are  as  few  disturbances  in  Georgia  as  in  any  State  of  the 
.Union. 

Question.  Suppose  that  in  a  single  State  there  should  be  within  a  year  as  many  as 
twenty-five  cases  of  ontTMjes  perpetrated  upon  citizens^by  disguised  mon,  with  do* 
body  punished  for  the  offenses,  and  no  le^  means  taken  to  punish  the  offeodars ; 
would  you  say  that  such  a  State  would  be  in  a  condition  of  order  and  quietnde  t 

Answer.  1  expect  there  have  been  five  hnndred  outrages  in  New  York  in  the  same 
time. 

Question.  By  disguised  men  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  have  been  any  dis^^ised  men  there ;  bat  I 
have  no  doubt  that  disguised  meu  would  be  punished  as  quickly  in  Georgia  as  any- 
where in  the  world,  if  they  could  be  captured.  And  I  do  not  believe  that  any  sn^ 
offences  ia  onr  State  have  gone  unpunished  by  any  connivance  of  our  people. 

Question.  You  are  swearing  to  a  state  of  law  and  order  and  peace  in  Georgia  — — 

Anstver.  I  am  emphatically. 

Question.  And  I  call  your  attention  to  the  proclamation  of  Governor  Bullock,  in  whkii 
he  cites  twenty-five  cases  of  9ome  of  the  most  outrageous  and  diabolical  crimes,  and 
offers  rewards  for  the  arrest  of  the  crimiuals.  I  Ivant  to  know  whether,  in  view  of 
that  fact,  you  are  willing  to  say  under  oath  that  there  is  in  Georgia  a  state  of  order 
and  good  administration  of  law  f 

Answer.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  believe  that  one-half  of  those  alleged  ootrages  were 
perpetrated ;  and  of  those  that  were  committed  I  believe  a  large  proportion  were  per- 
petrated by  members  of  Governor  Bullock's  own  party.  I  stat-e  a  fact  which  I  belwve 
as  firmly  a^  I  do  my  own  existence,  when  I  say  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  out- 
rages committed  in  Georgia  have  been  committed  by  that  party  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
making  a  political  advertisement. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  outrages  perpetrated  by  disguised  men  T 

Answer.  I  do.  I  believe  that  a  largo  proportion  of  them  have  been  perpetrated  by 
disguised  men  for  the  purpose  of  making  political  capital  at  Washington ;  I  have  no 
more  doubt  about  it  than  I  have  of  anything  in  the  world.  I  know  the  senti- 
ments of  my  people,  and  I  know  that  they  are  as  much  opposed  to  any  outrages  of  that 
sort  as  any  people  in  your  State  or  an.v  where  else.  Any  man — I  do  not  care  who  he  is, 
I  do  not  care  how  offensive  he  or  his  sentiments  may  be  to  our  people,  or  how  bit- 
terly he  may  have  denounced  our  people — can  travel  in  every  nook  and  comer  in  the 
State  of  Georgia  with  as  perfect  safety  as  you  can  travel  from  here  to  New  York.  * 

Question.  On  whom  have  tho^e  outrages  been  perpetrated  as  a  genei'al  thing  f  Have 
they  not  usually  been  perperated  on  coloi-ed  men  t 

Answ^.  In  some  inKtiinces  they  have.  In  some  cases  colored  men  have  perpetrated 
them  upon  colonel  meu. 

Question.  Have  tbey  not  been  perpetrated  upon  republicans  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  by  republicans  too. 

Question,  In  how  many  instances  by  republicans  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  ;  I  only  know  of  some  cases  of  that  kind.  I  believe  tint  ths 
case  in  Columbus  was  perpetrated  by  republicans.        • 

Question,  Do  you  believe  the  same  as  to  any  other  case  t 

Answer.  1  think  that  the  killing  of  Adkins  was  perpetrated  by  parties  who  bad  no 
political  animosities  at  all  against  the  man  ;  I  mean  nothing  of  that  kind  was  the  mov- 
ing cause ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  may  not  have  had  some  influence  in  the  matter. 
But  I  believe  the  moving  cause  of  his  death  was  purely  a  personal  matter }  a  nutter  of 
general  report  down  there  in  that  neighborhood. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  You  spoke  generally  of  the  plantations  upon  the  coast,  the  negroes  th^e* 
and  their  excessive  ignorance.    I  wish  to  ask  you  whether  there  iMbnv  6{peoial  eause 
«Dr  that  excessive  ignorance  f  uigitized  by  vjCjG 
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Jmswer,  I  think  it  arises  from  tlie  fact  that  tbey  have  been  brought  np  mtb  scores ly 
any  contact  with  tUe  whites,  as  very  few  whites  llyed  at  all  upon  those  plantations. 

QM^tUm.  ThcMe  rice  plantations  were  regarded  as  unhealthy  and  malarioas  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  As  to  the  peculiar  diafect  of  those  negroes,  I  think  it  is  a  remnant 
of  their  old  barbarism. 

QuefHcn.  And  you  think  it  clings  to  them  because  they' have  not  had  it  rubbed  off, 
as  it  were,  by  contact  with  the  whites  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  any  schools  in  that  section  of  the  State  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  improving  in  that  respect.  One  of  the  first  schools  in  that 
section  was  built  with  lumber  irom  my  mills. 

Question.  Yon  spoke  of  the  kindly  feeling  existing  between  the  races  during  the  war. 
What  change  took  place  between  the  relations  of  the  races  immediately  after  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  before  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed  f 

Answer.  Th^  change  was  a  gradual  one.  At  first  the  old  relations  did  not  seem  to  Ce>y 
disturbed.  In  a  great  many  places  the  old  hands  continued  to  work  upon  the  planta-  \ 
tions,  as  many  do  up  to  this  day.  When  the  negroes  began  to  realize  the  fact  of  their  I 
freedom,  there  was  a  change,  a  disposition  to  migrate  aoout,  to  ^o  from  one  State  to  / 
another.  In  that  way  there  was  a  good  deal  of  disturbance  of  the  Tabor  of  the  country,  / 
but  no  disturbance  of  the  peace.  / 

Question.  They  behaved  very  well  for  the  first  year  and  a  half  or  two  years  after  thsr 
wart 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  behaved  first-rate ;  their  conduct  was  generally  commended 
by  our  people.  They  did  not  work  very  well.  There  was  a  disposition  to  hunt  and 
use  firearms,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing :  but  it  did  not  amount  to  a  very  great  deaL 
They  have  been  improving,  I  think.  Tney  have  been  improving  in  labor.  Certainly 
they  improved  up  to  the  mtroduction  of  this  element  I  have  been  speaking  of. 

QuesiUm.  About  what  time  did  that  disturbing  element  appear  in  its  greatest  force  T 

Ansxoer.  I  think  not  until  the  elections  came  on.  I  do  not  think  that  it  manifested 
itself  until  the  elections  took  place  for  our  convention.  My  recollection  is  that  the 
election  for  the  convention  took  place  in  1867,  and  the  meeting  of  the  convention 

Ques^on.  That  was  about  the  time  that  the  disturbing  element  seemed  to  exert  its 
greatest  force  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  About  what  time  did  the  Leagues  appear  in  your  State  T 

Answer.  Prior  to  that,  I  think — a  little  before  those  first  elections.  I  have  no  posi- 
tive knowledge,  mark  you,  on  that  subject ;  I  only  give  the  general  impression. 

Quesiwn.  You  tbiuk,  however,  that  it  was  after  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction 
act  of  March  2, 18671 

Answer.  I  reckon  it  was ;  I  rather  think  so.    I  am  not  clear  on  that  point. 

Qiiesiion.  You  think  the  Leagues  disappeared  about  two  years  ago  T 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  anything  about  them  since. 

Question.  About  what  time  did  the  organization  of  which  yon  have  spoken  as  designed 
for  defensive  purposes  make  its  appearance  f 

Answer.  It  was  subsequent  to  the  appearance  of  the  Leagues,  and  subsequent  to  the 
beginniug  of  the  elections ;  I  think  it  was  in  1868. 

Question.  What  disturbing  efiect  did  the  expulsion  of  the  negroes  from  the  legislature 
have  upon  the  relation  of  the  two  races  in  Greoi^gia  f 

AnsweX'  I  think  it  had  an  injurious  effect. 

QncsOon.  Upon  both  races  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  it  made  a  bad  impression  on  the  ne^oes  at  the  time;  but  it 
has  since  been  explained  as  being  in  accordance  with  the  position  taken  by  the  leading 
republicans  in  the  State.  The  question  was  a  coUstitutionaJ  one  entirely.  I  think 
its  effect  was  altogether  temporary,  and  did  not  amount  to  anything  serious. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  the  negroes  looked  upon  that  at  first  as  a  deprivation  of' 
•  right  T 

Answer.  I  think  they  did. 

Question.  And  therefore  it  woujd  have  a  tendency  to  array  them  somewhat  against 
-Hie  white  element  T 

Answer,  There  is  no  donbt  about  that. 

Question,  You  have  contrasted  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  its  military  action 
-With  the  action  of  Congress  in  the  reconstruction  policy.  How  did  your  people  rcgsuxl 
the  reconstruction  acts  T  Did  they  look  upon  them  as  hostile  toward  them— as  evincing 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  debase  the  southern  people  and  deprive 
them  of  their  rights? 

Answer.  Well,!  may  say,  with  all  candor,  that  thevdid  construe  the  fourteenth 
amendment  as  an  effort  to  humiliate  them.  That  was  the  impression  in  the  South,  and 
that  was  really  the  cause  of  more  feeling  than  anything  else.  They  thought  it  was  an 
effort  to  humiliate  men  who  ought  to  be  regarded  as  honorable. 
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Question.  I  speak  more  particnlarly  of  the  recoDstrnotion  policy,  which  eoaferred 
tuttrageupon  the  negro.    How  did  your  people  r^ard  tiiat  f         • 

Anstcer,  They  were  very  much  opposed  to  it.  They  thought  it  bad  policy  to  admit 
the  negroes  at  once  to  the  exercise  of  suffrage. 

Questiim,  In  speaking  of  the  qualifications  of  voters,  you  said  that  if  the  quention 
had  been  left  to  you,  you  would  not  have  conferred  su&age  up<Mi  the  blaoks  at  that 
timef 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QueatUm,  Would  yon  have  made  color  a  disqualification  at  that  time  f 

AnstDiT.  I  wonld  most  certainly.  Not  on  account  of  color,  but  on  account  of  the  col- 
ored voters'  want  of  qualification. 

Question.  Yon  would  have  limited  the  disqualification  to  the  colored  people,  or  woldd 
you  have  included  the  whites  f 

Answer.  I  would  have  limited  it  at  that  time  to  the  colored  people,  because  the  whites 
were  already  enfranchised.  I  wonld  not  have  disfiranchised  any  of  the  white  race ; 
but  I  would  not  have  introduced  the  black  race  at  that  time  to  the  exercise  of  sufEcage. 

Question.  What  effect  had  the  reconstruction  acts  upon  the  negro  mind  in  your 
Statet 

Answer.  I  think  they  inclined  the  negroes  favorably  toward  the  republican  party. 

Question.  The  negroes  looked  upon  those  acts  with  favor? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  as  a  class  they  did. 

Question.  And  the  white  people  rather  looked  upon  them  with  disfavor  t 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  the  negroes  did  not  care  a  plcaynne  about  voting  for  a 
long  time. 

Question.  But  in  general  they  looked  upon  what  was  known  as  the  Sherman  bill  with 
fjBivorf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  though  I  do  not  think  they  knew  much  about  it. 

Qu^Hon.  And  the  white  people  looked  upon  the  measure  with  disfavor  t 

Answer.  That  is  true. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  right  there  was  a  cause  of  alienation  and  bad  feeling 
to  some  extent  between  the  races  ? 

Answer,  I  think  that  had  something  to  do  with  it ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  com- 
parable to  the  direct  efforts  of  which  I  have  spoken. 

Question.  Without  that  condition  of  things,  do  yon  think  the  disturbing  element  of 
which  you  spoke  would  have  had  the  effect  complained  of,  considering  the  comparative 
fewness  of  those  ''  carpet-baggers  "  in  your  State,  who,  I  suppose,  did  not  number  more 
than  a  thousand  or  two  thousand  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  ought  to  have  said  a  while  ago  that  I  include  in  this  disturbing 
element  not  only  the  '*  carpet-baggers,"  but  some  of  our  own  people ;  I  ought  to  have 
added  that. 

Question.  In  view  of  the  condition  of  things  we  have  just  been  considering — the  fact 
that  the  white  people  generally  opposed  the  reconstruction  acta,  while  uie  colored 
I>eople  accepted  them  with  favor — do  you  think  it  wbuld  have  been  possible  for  any 
small  body  of  northern  men.  or  others,  to  have  created  all  the  disturbance  of  which 
you  speak  ? 

Answer.  Not  aU.    I  think  they  conld  have  created  a  great  deal  of  it. 

Quotum.  But  in  view  of  the  action  of  Congress,  you  think  they  had  more  power  to 
operate  T 

Answer.  There  is  no  question  about  that. 

Question.  I  have  noticed  that  in  your  testimony  yon  seem  to  attribute,  as  others  have 
done,  the  largest  amount;  of  this  disturbing  influence  to  a  few  men.  They  must  have 
been  very  potent  to  have  created  all  the  disturbance  which  yon  attribute  to  them. 

Answer.  They  are. 

Question.  But  yon  think  the  necessary  condition  existed  in  the  acts  of  the  Gov^em- 
ment,  which  acts  yon  were  opposing  f 

Answer.  Precisely.  *  Those  men  exercised  an  additional  potency  from  the  fact  that  we 
had  opposed  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and  that  they  belonged  to  the  party  which 
had  emancipated  them. 

Question.  Did  not  the  fiEbct  that  you  opposed  the  voting  of  the  negroes  have  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  it  f 

Ansioer.  O,  yes ;  a  great  deal.  The  distinction  I  draw  is  that  these  efforts  oonsitted, 
not  in  legitimate  arguments  to  convince  the  judgment  of  the  negroes,  but  such  teach- 
ings as  were  calculated  to  instill  into  their  mmds  hatred  of  tJxe  white  race.  We  do  not 
complain  of  an  appeal  to  the  negroes'  sense ;  for  we  have  all  discussed  political  (ques- 
tions with  them  throughout  the  State,  in  public  asseAiblages.  What  we  complain  of 
is  the  style  of  appeal  wliich  has  been  made  to  the  negro,  and  the  evident  creation  in 
his  mind  or  heait  of  animosity.  We  did  not  object  to  arguments  designed  to  convince 
the  ne^x>'s  iudgment. 

Question.  Ilow  many  men  in  your  State  do  you  think  are  disqualified  from  holding 
office  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  f  ^    * 
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Answer.  There  is  an  immense  number:  I  cannot  make  an  estimate;  I  sLooM  say 
there  woold  be  fifteen  or  twenty  thousana — twenty  tbonsand,  I  reckon ;  that  is  merely 
a  graces,  of  course. 

Question.  Do  not  the  republicans  of  your  State  generally  favor  the  removal  of  disa- 
•  bilitiesf 

Answer.  All  of  them  do,  so  far  as  I  know ;  I  do  not  know  of  anybody  in  the  State 
who  opposes  such  a  measure.  Without  knowing  from  actual  conversation  the  opin- 
ions of  leading  republicans  in  the  State,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  with  whom  I  have 
conversed,  (Governor  Brown  among  others,)  my  impression  is  that  all  the  members  of 
^at  party  are  in  fskvoi  of  the  removal  of  disabilities. 

QuestUm.  You  spoke  of  the  receipts  of  the  State  road.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether 
theee  receipts  have  not  been  diminished  very  much  recently  by  the  fact  that  very  im- 
portant competing  lines  have  been  opened  within  the  last  two  years  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  effect.  ui>on  the  State  road,  of  the  opening  of  the  road 
finem  Cleveland  to  Dalton,  Bome,  ana  Selma,  tapping  the  other  road  at  Dalton  f 

Answer.  That  road  has  only  recently  been  completed. 

Question.  It  has  been  in  operation  nearly  a  year. 

Answevt.  That  will  reduce  the  travel  on  the  State  road  very  considerably ;  but  it  will 
have  very  little  effect  upon  the  freights,  from  which  are  derived  the  heaviest  receipts 
of  the  road.  The  principal  receipts  of  the  road  are  on  freights  from  the  West ;  and  these 
have  been  exceedingly  large  during  the  administration  of  the  republican  party  in 
Georgia. 

Question.  But  have  not  your  freights  to  a  great  extent  passed  through  Atlanta  and 
down  into  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  but  you  must  recollect  that  this  party  has  been  in  power  since  1868 ; 
and  the  road  of  which  you  speak  was  only  completed  last  year,  so  that  it  has  had  no 
effect  upon  the  general  receipts  of  the  road,  except  within  tne  last  few  months. 

Question.  There  has  been  some  testimony  in  regard  to  the  election  at  which  you  were 
a  candidate.    Is  it  your  opinion  that  that  was  a  fair  election  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  was.  I  think  the  election  was  fairer  than  the  reg- 
istration which  preceded  the  election.  I  think  the  election  in  the  main  was  as  fair  as 
elections  usually  are.  I  do  not  think  any  elections  are  perfectly  fair.  I  never  sdw  an 
election  where  there  was  not  buying  of  votes.  I  believe  that  is  done  everywhere  in 
this  country. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  by  a  fair  count  you  were  really  elected  by  six  or  eight 
thousand  majority  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  is  a  matter  of  some  delicacy  with  me,  and  you  must  pardon 
me  for  not  speaking  upon  it  specifically.  I  will  say  that  some  votes  were  changed 
after  the  election  returns  were  made  out. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  in  regard  to  the  fairness  of  the  count  Y 

Answer.  The  count  was  entirely  in  their  hands ;  we  knew  nothing  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qwdstion.  As  Mr.  Buckley  has  asked  you  a  question  in  regard  to  whether  in  your 
opinion  you  were  fairly  elected,  I  think  I  must  iosist  that  the  question  be  answered. 
It  seems  to  me  a  perfectly  propier  question. 

Ansvoer.  Well,  in  my  opinion,  I  was  elected  by  the  fair  votes  of  the  State. 

Question.  By  how  much  majority  Y 

Answer.  I  think  by  several  thousand. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  in  counting  out  the  votes,  yon  were  deprived  of  six  or 
eight  thousand  votes  Y 

Answer.  I  think  I  was  deprived  of  a  great  many  votes  before  the  returns  were  sent 
to  Atlanta  at  all ;  I  know  of  a  large  number  of  cases  where  I  was  deprived  of  votes  in 
that  way.  There  was  an  effort  made  to  have  the  thins  corrected  in  various  counties — 
nearly  every  county  of  the  State ;  but  nothing  could  be  accomplished.  We  could  not. 
get  at  the  votes ;  the  ballot-boxes  were  entirely  in  the  bauds  of  the  other  party,  and 
were  kept  by  them.  Wo  had,  I  believe,  evidence  from  their  own  managers  of  the  bal- 
lot-boxes that  numbers  of  votes  were  taken  out  after  the  election  was  over  and  either 
changed  or  destroyed  by  the  managers  of  the  election.  I  think  we  had  testimony  to 
that  effect  in  Savannah.  In  one  case — and  I  remember  an  effort  was  made  to  have 
the  thing  corrected — a  number  of  votes  were  changed  after  the  votes  were  counted, 
the  returns  made  out,  and  I  believe  sent  to  Atlanta. 

-  By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 

Question.  Who  made  out  the  returns  at  the  capital  Y 

Asiswer.  The  returns  in  the  different  counties  were  made  out  by  commis^oners  in 
the  counties,  and  were  sent  to  Mr.  Hurlburt,  at  the  capital,  who  was  the  |^eneral 
manipulator  of  that  sort  of  thing.  gitized  by  vjOOQFC 

QuisUm.  Do  you  think  Mr.  Hurlburt  manipulated  the  returns  Y  ^ 


348        CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS  IN  THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Ansteer.  I  hope  von  will  not  press  that  qnestlon.  I  feel  free,  however,  to  speak  of 
the  returns  fW>m  the  connties.  1  was  about  to  mention  one  parHcnlar  case  (and  there 
were  many  similar  cases)  where  the  county  had  gone  for  me  and  the  other  democratie 
candidates,  and  the  votes  were  allowed  to  be  changed  after  they  had  all  been  connted. 
npon  the  affidavit  of  |)arties  that  their  votes  were  intended  for  the  other  candidate.  I 
went  to  the  anthorities  and  said,  "  I  can  get  fifty  thousand  votes  of  that  sort  very 
quickly.  If  you  are  going  to  change  the  votes  actually  cast  on  tlie  strength  of  affl- 
davits  taken  afterward,  I  can  go  and  buy  up  any  number  of  votes  all  over  the  covin- 
try." 
QuestUm,  Did  you  not  think  it  worth  while  to  contest  the  result  of  the  election  t 
Answer,  1  did  not,  because  (I  hardly  expect  people  to  believe  me  when  I  say  so)  I  did 
not  want  the  office,  though  I  did  contest  the  matter  to  some  little  extent.  I  did  not 
think  the  effort  would  have  amounted  to  anything,  nor  did  our  people  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Reference  has  been  made  in  your  testimony  to  the  £Mt  of  the  legialatare  of 
Georgia  being  twice  manipulated,  once,  as  it  is  charged,  by  the  democrats  in  ezdoding 
the  negroes,  and  the  second  time  by  General  Terry.  I  aeeire  to  ask  you  wbethef  or 
not  many  of  the  leading  republican  lawyers  of  the  State  did  not  construe  yoor  code  to 
exclude  the  colored  man  from  office  t 

Anstoer.  The  question  depended  upon  the  provision  of  the  constitution  in  adoptiDg 
the  code ;  both  were  construed  in  this  matter ;  and  Governor  Brown,  who  is  now  the 
chief  justice  of  Georgia,  and  who  is  considered  one  of  the  best  lawyers  we  ever  had. 
took  the  position  emphatically  all  over  the  State  that  the  negroes  could  not  hold 
office ;  and  I  believe  that  the  best  lawyers  of  his  party  agreed  with  him. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Was  that  question  submitted  to  him  and  his  court  f 
Anstoer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  not  subsequently  submitted  t 

Answer.  1  believe  it  was ;  but  Governor  Brown  in  his  canvass,  which  was  prior  to 
any  action  of  the  legislature,  and  prior  to  any  judicial  decision,  took  that  ground. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  some  of  the  republicans  in  the  legislature 
agreed  with  the  democrats  in  the  view  that  negroes  were  not  eligible  to  hold  office,  and 
80  voted  f 

Answer.  O,  yes. 

Question.  Some  of  the  leading  republican  members  construed  the  law  in  that  way  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  the  legislature  of  Georgia  passed,  immediately  after 
the  decision  oft  hat  question,  the  following  resolution  f 

**  Whereas  it  is  believed  that  a  judicial  decision  of  the  question  of  the  colored  man^s 
right  to  hold  office  in  Georgia  under  the  constitution  now  in  force  would  restore  the 
State  to  her  proper  position  In  the  Union,  and  give  quiet  throughout  the  State ;  and 
whereas  said  question  is  one  which  the  courts  of  the  State  can  properly  take  cogni- 
zance of;  and  whereas  we,  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  are  unwilung 
that  any  effort  should  be  spared  on  our  part  to  bring  about  a  state  of  peace  and  hap- 
piness to  the  people  and  a  settlement  of  that  important  question, 

**  Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rqaresentaOves  of  Georgia  in  general 
assembly  convmedj  That  a  case,  involving  the  right  of^the  colored  man  to  hold  office, 
shall,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  properly  brought  before  the  supreme  court  of  the 
State,  be  heard  and  determined  by  said  court ;  and  we  believe  that  the  people  of  the 
State  will,  as  they  have  heretofore  always  done,  in  good  faith  abide  the  decision  of  the 
highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  State  whenever  so  declared." 

Answer,  That  resolution  was  introduced  by  a  democratic  member  and  passed  by  tbe 
democrats. 

Question.  Was  it  not  vetoed  by  Governor  Bullock? 

Anstcer.  It  was  vetoed  by  the  governor. 

Question.  Was  it  not  also  shown  there  that  General  Grant  himself  had  instructed  Mr. 
Tift,  then  a  member  of  Congress  from  Georgia,  to  send  the  following  dispatch  Y 

"  In  conversation  with  General  Grant,  I  learn  that  he  thinks  it  will  be  best  to  pass  a 
joint  resolution,  referring  the  right  of  colored  citizens  to  hold  office  to  the  courts,  and 
ac(joum." 

Answer,  That  telegram  fh>m  Mr.  Tift  was  shown  me  in  Atlanta. 

Question,  Was  it  not  in  part  in  General  Grant's  handwritingt 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  about  that.    I  believe  I  was  one  of  the  parties  it  was  sent  to. 

Question,  When  the  question  was  tried  by  the  supreme  court,  the  majority  of  tbe 
court,  two  out  of  three,  decided  that  the  negroes  were  entitled  to  hold  office  t    * 

Ansufer,  Yes,  sir. 
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QueBlion,  Had  not  yonr  goTemor  power  to  call  the  le^lature  together  at  any  time 
after  that  decision,  in  order  that  the  colored  members  might  take  their  seats  T 

Anncer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueiUan,  And  did  he  not  decline  to  do  30  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questiou,  He  applied  to  Congress  instead,  for  more  reconstruction  f 

Annoer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  And  there  your  difficolties  began  in  regard  to  General  Terry  f 

An9U)*!r,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Yon  ^>eak  of  the  complaints  and  disaffection  which  have  grown  oat  of  the 
aole  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States ,'  yon  mean  the  Grovernment  as  adiMin- 
istered  by  the  republican  party  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  mean ;  I  mean  the  administration. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

QueeHofu  Did  your  supreme  court  ever  decide  finally  that  colored  men  were  entitled 
to  bold  office  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  decision  was  made,  two  lodges  affirming  the  right  of  the  col- 
ored iiian>  and  one  denying  it.  So  that  it  was  a  debatable  question ;  there  is  no  doubt 
about  that.  It  was  a  question  upon  which  political  parties  Were  not  arrayed.  In 
each  party  there  were  different  opinions  on  the  subject.  This  decision  of  the  court 
was  the  result  of  an  honest  effort  to  obtain  an  authoritative  construction  of  the  law. 

QuMUan,  The  question  is  settled  now  f 

Answer,  0,yes,  sir;  there  is  no  longer  any  question  about  it,  and  no  disturbance. 
The  democrats  themselves  introduced  into  the  legi^ture  the  resolntion  to  bring  the 
question  before  the  supreme  court,  and  passM  that  resolution,  which  was  after  ^K  ard 
vetoed  by  the  governor. 

QuesU(ni,  What  was  Governor  Bullock's  majority  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  seven  or  eight  thousand. 
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Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  20, 1871. 

M.  y.  BRAND  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Matnard  :) 

Question.  Will  you  please  state  your  age,  nativity,  residence,  and  occupation  t 

Answer.  I  am  about  thirty-four  years  of  age:  I  was  born  in  Walton  County,  in  thif 
State,  and  now  live  in  Gwinnett  County,  and  I  am  the  sheriff  of  that  county. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  sheriff  of  Gwinnett  County  t 

Answer.  I  was  elected  sheriff  about  the  24th  of  last  December;  my  commission  doci 
not  date  back  quite  that  far.    I  was  deputy  sheriff  for  a  year  before  that  time. 

Question,  State  whether  you  kuow  of  any  acts  of  lawlessness  or  violence  attributed 
to  organizations  or  bands  of  disguised  men. 

Answer.  I  suppose  you  want  from  me  a  statement  of  what  I  have  seen  myself;  I  can 
not  state  that  1  Know  any  at  all,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  injury  or  mischief  l^ing  done  that  is  attributed  to 
such  an  organization! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  of  some  mistreating  of  people,  and  such  as  that  We  last 
our  court-house  on  the  night  of  the  10th  of  September  last,  I  think,  and  all  oar  records 
were  iSumed  up.  There  was  a  party  of  men  there  about  11  o'clock  at  night.  I  heard 
them  when  they  start^id  off  on  horseback,  shooting  their  pistols.  I  live  not  far  from 
the  court-house.  And  in  a  few  minutes  after  they  started  off  the  court-house  was  on 
fire,  and  of  course  we  supposed  that  some  of  that  party  must  have  set  it  on  fire.  We 
do  not  know  these  things,  though ;  we  have  never  run  it  down  to  that  point. 

Question.  You  say  the  court-house  was  burned  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  court-house  and  all  the  records  were  burned  up,  except  a  few 
old  books  of  the  ordinary.  We  did  not  get  a  book  or  paper  out  of  the  clerk's  office  j  not 
a  paper. 

Question.  How  many  persons  were  there  t 

Answer.  On  horseback  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  There  were  tracks  of  six  horses,  that  we  saw. 

Question.  Have  any  efforts  been  made  to  ferret  out  the  perpetrators t 

Aitstcer.  Very  little.  About  the  time  the  court-house  was  burned  down  I  summoned 
a  party  of  men  to  be  ready  at  daylight  to  go  with  me  and  follow  these  men.  The  court 
was  to  sit  that  morning,  and  my  object  in  starting  early  was  to  get  upon  the  tracks  of 
these  men  before  they  were  obliterated  by  people  coming  to  town.  I  could  get  hnt 
one  man  to  go  with  me.  I  arrested  some  of  t^e  parties  afterwards,  but  they  were 
turned  loose  on  hnbeas  corpus.  They  could  not  tell  whether  they  were  guilty  or  not. 
About  the  end  of  the  tracks  I  found  three  men  and  their  horses.  I  could  not  track 
them  any  farther  than  that.  Before  that  they  had  split ;  three  took  the  left-hand  road, 
and  three  the  right-hand ;  and  I  kept  on  the  right-hand  track.  I  got  a  party  of  men 
to  go  round  after  the  others,  and  they  said  they  tracked  them  awhile  and  got  back  into 
the  same  road  w^here  I.  was.  I  found  three  men  and  three  horses.  They  looked  as  if 
they  had  been  ridden  prettv  hard,  for  one  of  the  shoes  of  the  horses  was  off,  and  there 
were  frosh  holes  in  the  hooi.  The  men  were  badly  scared,  so  they  acknowledged  to  me; 
they  said  they  had  been  playing  cards,  and  thought  I  was  after  them  for  that  crfmel 

Question.  Did  you  find  any  disguises  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  hunt  for  any  that  morning.  I  had  but  one  man  with  me, 
and  there  were  three  of  these  men,  and  a  neighbor  with  them,  who  made  four.  I  dia 
not  make  any  search  because  I  was  not  strong  enough. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  find  any  disguises  ? 

Answer.  Only  some  horse-covers ;  and  I  did  not  find  them  myself.  They  were  at  Mr. 
Spencer's  house  the  same  night  they  burned  the  court-house,  and  ordere<l  him  to  come 
out  of  doors,  but  he  would  not  go.  That  night  when  they  split  off  they  went  off  in  a 
hurry,  and  lie  found  two  covers  in  the  morning.  And  a  man  «)f  the  name  of  Fowler, 
who  lives  on  the  road  going  by  Mr.  Spencer's,  found  a  horse-coverj  ^  CjOOQIc 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  those  covers  T  ^  o 
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Antwer*  Nothing  bat  white  homespnD,  jast  made  Rort  of  to  fit  the  horse. 

Questum,  Ton  spoke  of  persons  having  been  mistreated  or  injured  t 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir;  a  great  many  in  our  county,  that  is,  black  people,  not  many  whites. 
I  am  engaged  also  in  selling  some  groceries,  and  I  have  a  clerk  at  my  house.  I  reckon 
I  had  better  tell  you  that,  so  that  you  can  understand  how  it  is.  There  were  some  parties 
in  oar  town  indicted  for  card-playing,  and  my  clerk  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Batei., 
and  a  man  of  the  name  of  Williams,  were  witnesses  against  them.  They  all  got  lettei-s, 
signed  by  this  Klan,  ordering  themiK)  leave  the  State  at  once,  or  they  would  meet  with 
severe  consequences.  I  forget  the  name  the  letters  were  signed  by ;  I  think,  though, 
it  was  *'  Fourth  division.''  They  have  their  divisions,  and  these  folks  down  there  beloD;; 
to  the  fourth  division. 

Quea^on,  How  long  has  this  organization,  known  as  the  Ku-Klux,  been  reputed  to 
be  in  existence  in  your  region  or  neighborhood  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir.  last  year ;  and  I  reckon  there  was  a  little  of  it  done  the  year 
before ;  the  most  ot  it  has  been  done  last  year  and  this  year ;  the  worst  part  of  it  this 
year.  They  get  worse  all  the  time,  get  stronger.  I  had  a  man  summoned  here  yester- 
day, bnt  he  was  dismissed  by  the  district  attoruey,  through  a  mistake,  I  reckon.  The 
reaflon  I  summoned  him  is  this:  they  have  a  jvay  of  swearing  their  members  in ;  they 
have  two  graves,  or  two  caves,  or  something  of' that  kind,  and  in  those  caves  they 
have  coflins — ^regular  coffins.  They  meet  there  on  the  river,  on  a  hilly  place ;  there  are 
two  of  these  places,  about  six  miles  apart ;  one  of  them  is  just  about  on  the  line  of 
the  county,  whether  in  Walton  County  or  Gwinnett  County  I  do  not  know.  One  is  in 
Gwinnett  County,  I  know,  and  you  can  tell  from  the  marks  of  the  horses  about  there 
that  a  great  many  meet  there  at  night.  The  opinion  of  the  people  is,  that  a  great 
many  are  sworn  in  over  these  coffins.  I  had  a  man  summoned  here  who  went  ainl 
examined  the  caves,  and  the  coffins,  and  who  saw  them  himself;  I  have  never  seen 
them  myself;  he  was  dismissed  by  mistake,  I  suppose.  A  great  many  others  have 
done  the  same  thii^  as  well  as  he;  they  had  him  here  and  intended  to  use  him  as  a 
witness  before  this  committee. 

Question^  You  spoke  of  their  growing  worse  of  late.     What  do  you  mean  by  that  f 

Answer,  They  get  more  of  them ;  they  ride  more.  About  the  time  our  court-house 
was  burned  we  heard  of  their  riding  almost  every  night  in  the  week,  going  over  the 
county  and  mistreating  people,  some  whites. 

Question,  How,  mistreating  people  f 

Anmcer,  Whipping  them. 

Question,  How  many  persons  have  been  whipped  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you  how  many;  several  black  ones.  I  do  not  know  whether 
any  whites  have  been  whipped  or  not;  a  great  many  have  been  threatened,  have  re- 
ceived notices  to  leave.  I  do  not  remember  right  now  if  any  whites  in  our  county  have 
been  mistreated.  Mr.  Holliday,  a  white  man,  has  been  misti'eate<l  a  time  or  two  by 
them.  He  lives  just  over  the  line,  but  a  part  of  his  property  is  in  our  county.  Mr. 
Spencer  has  been  threatened  by  them  a  great  many  tmaes ;  he  has  seen  them,  and  thev 
have  threatened  to  burn  his  house  up  and  bum  him  up  too  if  he  did  not  move  ofiand  hush 
talking.  He  is  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  no  fault  can  be  found  with  him,  except  that 
they  do  not  like  him ;  may  be  for  his  politics,  or  something  of  that  sort ;  his  neighboi-s 
cannot  find  any  fault  with  him;  he  is  a  nice  man.  ^ 

Question,  How  is  it  with  the  people  who  have  been  mistreated  ?  Do  they  belong  to 
both  political  parties,  or  only  to  one  f 

Answer,  They  generally  belong  to  one. 

Question,  Whicnonef 

Answer,  The  republican  party  generally ;  I  have  never  heard  of  a  so-called  democrat 
being  mistreated  by  them ;  I  do  not  think  I  have.  I  hear  flying  reports  every  day  that 
I  shall  be  taken  out  and  hung. 

Question,  How  do  those  reports  get  to  you  T 

Answer,  I  could  never  get  them  started  at  the  foandation ;  they  come  arouud  in  some 
kind  of  style  through  the  country ;  I  cannot  run  them  down,  though  I  have  tried  to 
see  where  they  started,  but  I  never  could  find  out.  We  used  to  have  a  signal  corps,  as 
we^all  it,  here  during  the  war;  and  we  down  there  call  this  the  signal  corps;  there 
are  a  great  many  in  our  town  who  favor  this  Klan,  and  they  ket^p  alTtLo  Klaus  below 
na  posted  about  everything.  They  get  to  know  everything*  that  is  going,  and  we  call 
them  the  signal  corps. 

Question.  You  say  there  are  a  great  many  there  who  fia.vor  the  Klanf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  reason  have  you  for  saying  that  ? 

Answer,  Because  they  get  so  mad  with  everybody  who  has  anything  to  do  with  try- 
ins  to  break  it  down.  They  are  mad  enough  to  cut  my  throat  now  neoause  I  am  an 
officer  trying  to  break  down  this  thing. 

Question.  Do  they  justify  the  Klan  f 

Ansujer,  Yes,  sir.    As  long  as  I  have  gone  so  far  I  will  give  you  ffi^^i  torn 
There  is  a  preacher  and  lawyer  there — James  P.  Simmons;  we  liked  to  have  had  a  very 
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bad  di£Bculty  over  it.  He  accoBed  meof  mnnin^dowutbeKa-Kluz.  HesaidlhaKa- 
Klux  were  better  than  any  man  who  paased  the  Taw  or  tried  to  execute  the  law— 4umwk* 
ing  the  Ku-Klux  bill  of  Conia^ress.  That  got  me  mad,  and  I  spoke  pretty  short,  I  reck- 
on ;  and  I  said  he  was  one  ot  the  sort  who  were  in  favor  of  burning  the  eourt-ho«6e. 
That  made  him  mad,  of  course.  He  denied  it,  and  we  had  some  few  words,  fie  is  a 
large  landholder,  and  worth  a  great  deal  of  money. 

Question,  Do  these  persons  deny  the  existence  of  the  Klan,  or  do  they  say  tixat  thof 
think  it  is  a  good  thing  f 

Anstper.  They  say  that  they  think  it  is  a  good  thing.  I  do  do  not  know  that  they  deny 
or  acknowledge  that  there  are  any  Ku-Klux ;  I  do  not  remember  whether  they  say  thera 
are  or  not.  This  man  Simmons,  that  night  when  ho  and  I  were  quarreling,  said  tiu4 
the  Ku-Klux  were  a  good  thing.  I  told  him  he  was  in  favor  of  burning  the  court4iOBse. 
He  said  the  Ku-Klux  were  hopester  men  than  any  men  who  paased  the  Kn-Klax  law,  or 
tried  to  carry  out  the  law,  or  tried  to  arrest  the  Kn-Klux.  Well,  that  struck  me  di- 
rectly, for  I  have  been  at  that  a  little.  His  son  is  the  man  who  sued  out  the  writ  of  An- 
beas  oarjnu  and  turned  loose  the  parties  that  I  arrested.  There  is  not  a  bit  of  doiibl 
that  there  is  a  big  Klan  in  that  county.  Reports  say  that  they  number  from  three  to 
five  hundred ;  but  that  is  only  report  and  hearsay.  There  is  no  chance  to  get  at  it  ex'» 
actly. 

Question.  Are  there  an^  persons  there  who  are  recognized  as  the  leaders — as  penoiu 
at  the  head  of  this  organization  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  two  or  three  of  their  captains  bound  over  under  bonds 
now.    Bills  of  indictment  have  been  found  against  them  in  the  circuit  court. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  and  general  standing  in  society  of  those  men  f 

Answer.  Generally  bad ;  most  of  them  bad.  We  bound  one  over  here  day  before  yesr 
terday  in  a  $3,000  bond.  He  was  considered  a  very  nice  man  three  years  ago.  He  had 
a  store  then ;  but  he  got  to  drinking  and  carousing  and  nmning  with  this  crowds  iiotil 
he  has  broken  himself  down,  and  has  no  property  now.  He  drink^  hard,  and  is  «oniiidr« 
ered  a  low-down  man  by  the  people  who  know  him. 

Question.  Ton  have  spoken  of  tlie  political  character  of  the  x>eople  imured  by  the  Ku- 
Klux.  What  is  the  political  character  of  those  who  are  either  themselves  Ku-Klnx  or 
are  fHendly  to  them  T 

Answer.  They  say  they  are  democrats ;  that  is  what  the  Kn-Klux  say.  .  When  they 
abuse  anybody  they  claim  all  the  time  to  be  themselves  democrats. 

Question.  Are  there  any  newspapera  published  in  your  county! 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  there  is  one.  It  comes  down  pretty  hard  on  ns  because  we  tried 
to  arrest  these  parties. 

Question,  Is  is  a  republican  or  a  democratic  paper? 

Answer.  It  calls  itself  democratic.  There  were  eleven  men  arrested  at  ono  time,  one 
of  whom  was  a  Mr.  Allen,  whose  father  had  some  property.  Mr.  Peoples,  the  editor  of 
this  paper,  went  on  with  a  great  long  editorial  about  the  law-abiding  citizens  of  the 
county  being  arrested,  put  in  jail,  :ma  not  allowed  to  have  council.  But  he  called  no 
names  except  Bony  Allen ;  the  man's  name  is  Bonaparte. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  any  reason  why  the  Ku-Klux  order  should  want  the  coort- 
house  and  recoids  to  be  burned  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  is  *no  reason  except  in  connection  with  these  letters.  They 
found  they  could  not  run  off  the  witnesses  for  the  State,  and  the  only  chance  to  keep 
off  the  prosecution  was  to  burn  the  records,  and  stave  it  off  for  a  while. 

Question.  Were  prosecutions  pending  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  several  of  them — a  dozen,  I  reckon,  were  under  bonds.  Yoasee, 
these  letters  from  the  Ku-Klux  named  these  witnesses  for  the  State.  I  think  yoa  eon 
see  the  letters ;  they  are  here  in  the  hands  of  the  marshal.  They  named  the  particular 
witnesses  in  this  case,  and  that  was  the  last  chance  for  them  to  keep  off  the  bill  ^ 
indictment. 

Question.  You  say  yon  overtook  three  parties  at  the  time  the  court-house  waa  bnniod. 
Were  any  bills  or  proceedings  pending  against  them,  or  their  friends  f 

Answer.  There  was  no  bill  against  those  three  parties.  Two  of  them  would  have 
been  ready  in  about  ten  or  fifteen  days  to  start  for  Texas.  The  other  is  an  illicit  4is- 
tiller  all  the  time ;  always  on  the  wrong  track;  always  doing  something  wrong.  One 
of  the  men  has  been  passing  as  a  pretty  clever  citizen. 

Question.  How  old  persons  were  they  ? 

Answer,  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  oldest,  is  about  thirty;  Mr.  Patrick  is  about  twenty- 
eight  ;  and  Mr.  Reynolds  is  about  twenty -two  years  old. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question,  What  is  the  population  of  your  county  f 

Anmoer.  Well,  I  think  we  vote  about  2,000 ;  that  is  about  our  voting  strength;  tliefe 
may  be  a  little  more  than  that.  Our  people  have  not  turned  out  ana  voted  sinoe  the 
war  as  they  used  to.  i^i^ed  by  CjOC 

Qitestton.  What  is  the  proportion  of  colored  and  white  population  f         "^ 
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Aitnper,  I  snppoee  there  are  five  whites  to  one  colored.  We  used  to  have  right  smart 
oolM«d.  bat  they^ave  about  run  tUem^l  out. 

Queaiian.  What  is  the  political  complexion  of  the  county  f 

Anmotr,  Democratic 

Question,  You  say  you  were  elected  sheriff  of  the  county  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  took  both  sides  of  the  question ;  they  all  voted  for  me.  I  am 
one  of  that  sort  that  does  not  belong  to  any  party ;  I  get  as  many  votes  on  one  side  as 
OQ  the  other. 

QueeUan,  Did  I  understand  you  correctly  as  saying  that  yon  had  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  any  oi  these  matters,  but  that  they  were  brought  to  you  by  rumor  and  report 
ontyf 

Answer,  That  is  the  way. 

Question,  Have  you  an^  personal  knowledge  of  these  societies  yourself,  or  of  the 
membership  of  any  individual  in  them  f 

Answer,  I  hardly  understand  the  qnestion,  and  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  it.  I 
bave  never  seen  any  of  these  parties  in  disguise— never  in  my  life— not  one  of  them. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  of  the  destruction  of  your  court-house.  Have  yon  any- 
thing more  than  mere  suspicion  to  base  your  opinion  on^  ae  to  who  set  it  on  fire  Y 

Answer,  Nothing,  except  these  parties  being  there  that  night,  and  leaving  there 
about  the  time  the  court>house  was  set  on  fire.  And  then  tileso letters,  too,  writteii  to 
the  State  witnesses. 

Question.  That  was  to  deter  witnesses  from  appearing  against  men  indicted  for 
playing  cards! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  the  idea  was  to  run  them  off. 

Question,  These  letters  were  written  to  intimidate  those  witnesses  Y 

jtnswer,  les,  sir. 

Question,  That  fact  and  the  presence  of  these  men  on  horseback  at  that  time,  are  the 
only  grounds  yoci  have  for  supposing  that  those  men  destroyed  that  building  Y 

Answer,  That  is  all. 

Question,  Are  your  courts  regularly  held  there  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir }  we  have  two  comrts  regularly,  and  sometimes  three. 

Question,  Do  you  serve  process  through  the  county  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  are  called  upon  to  summon  witnesses  and  to  arrest  parties  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

'Question,  Have  yon  had  any  difficulty  in  doing  that  Y 

Answer,  As  it  happens,  I  have  a  deputy  sheriff  living  in  this  district,  down  where 
this  party  runs,  and  he  runs  with  them.  I  do  not  go  down  there ;  he  serves  all  down 
there. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  had  any  obstruction  In  serving  the  processes  of  the  court, 
or  in  arresting  men  Y 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  any  of  these  parties  who  were  bound  over  been  tried  yet  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  this  court. 

Question,  You  speak  of  cases  at  the  present  term  of  the  court  Y 

Answer,  Yes,- sir. 

Question,  Thejr  have  been  arrested  and  are  held  under  bail  for  trial  Y 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  and  the  marshal  have  arrested  them.  We  arrested  them  in  ihe 
Diglit-time;  we  could  not  find  them  except  at  night. 

Question.  Were  you  deputy  marshal  there  Y 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Smyth  said  he  would  appoint  me,  but  I  refused  to  take  it.  The 
State  law  will  not  allow  an  officer  of  the  United  States  to  hold  a  commission  of  this 
State.  After  I  found  that  oat  I  refhsed  to  take  the  place  of  deputy  marshal,  because 
I  would  have  to  resign  my  place  as  sheriff. 

Question,  Are  there  any  difficulties  in  obtaining  convictions  in  your  courts  in  cases 
of  breach  of  the  peace  or  disorder  of  any  kind  Y 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  we  have  a  weU  organized  county. 

Question,  You  have  fair  Juries  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  Do  you  have  any  difficulty  in  convicting  a  man  when  there  is  reasonable 
ground  for  it  Y 

Answer,  None  in  the  world  that  ever  I  have  seen. 

By  the  Chairman  :  • 

Question,  Have  any  proceedings  been  instituted  in  your  court  against  anybody  fbr 
destroying  the  court-house  Y 

Amswer,  No,  sir.  Our  court  should  have  met  on  the  Monday  morning  after  the  oonrt- 
iMNise  was  burned  on  Sunday  night.  The  court  met  and  then  adjourned.  It  meets 
again  in  December  next  September  and  March  are  our  regular  courts.  ^ 

23  G 
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By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
QiiettunL  When  was  the  conri-bonse  banied  f^  ^ 

Anmoer,  On  the  10th  of  September. 
Questwfi.  Last  month  f 
Annoer.  Yes,  sir ;  'just  a  late  thing. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  In  regard  to  these  whippings  yon  spoke  of,  how  long  smoe  the  last  4>De  oc- 
carred  that  yon  have  heard  of,  or  nad  anv  information  abont  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  has  been  two  months,  I  reckon,  since  they  have  done  mnch  whipping. 
That  is  all  ramor  with  me,  though ;  the  witnesses  themselves  are  here  and  can  give 
yen  a  better  understanding  about  it  than  I  can ;  I  do  not  remember  exactly  the 
dates. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

QnesHon,  Have  any  arrests  been  made  for  these  whippings  and  for  other  viidations  of 
Iaw  by  the  Kn-Klnxf 

^nmoer.  No,  sir.  The  civil  authorities  seem  inclined  not  to  tooch  them  at  all.  Well, 
I  am  under  oath  here,  and  I  would  like  to  give  a  little  statement  of  what  happ^Md  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  county  some  time  a^o.  We  have  two  districts ;  one  is  ae  bad  as 
the  other.  In  the  one  known  as  Cain's  district  hardly  a  month  ago  they  bad  a  ehorah 
on  Sunday  there ;  and  a  party  that  they  accused  ot  belonging  to  this  Ku-Klux  got  up 
a  row  in  the  church  there  about  the  preaching*  and  got  to  shooting  pistols  about,  and 
broke  up  the  church.  And  the  preacher  did  not  preach  at  all ;  he  had  to  quit  and  go 
home.  A  justice  of  the  peace  who  was  present  saw  that  happen,  and  he  issued  war- 
rants and  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  the  bailiff;  he  could  not  get  the  bailiff  to  execute 
the  warrants  at  all.  I  think  he  told  me  that  he  handed  the  subpoenas  over  to  tiie  par- 
ties that  he  wanted  to  be  subpoenaed,  and  they  Just  tore  them  pp,  and  did  not  pay 
4ny  attention  to  them  at  alL 

Question,  What  denomination  was  holding  a  meeting  there  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  the  Methodists. 

Question,  Was  it  an  ordinary  church  service  on  Sunday  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  have  churches  there  once  a  month,  I  believe.  Mr.  Timms  is 
justice  of  the  peace  there.  He  has  been  notified  time  and  time  again  to  leave  the  eoonly 
or  he  would  be  killed.    He  would  be  a  mighty  good  witness  here  if  you  had  time  to 

Set  him  here.    I  have  a  certified  copy  of  bis  statement  saying  that  he  could  not  enleiee 
iie  law  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Have  you  that  copy  with  you  f 
.Answer,  Yes,  sir;  here  it  is : 

"  State  of  Georgia,  Gvnnnett  County  : 

"Septebiber  23, 1871,  56^di8irict,  G,  M. 
"  I,  W.  P.  A.  Timms,  as  justice  of  tbe  peace  for  said  district,  do  hereby  certify  that, 
from  threats  made  by  disguised  men,  or  persons  going  about  doing  depredations. 
I  would  not  be  safe  in  the  administration  of  the  law  in  protection  of  peace  and  good 
order  toward  the  citizens  of  the  county. 

«  W.  P.  A.  TIMMS,  JusHce  ofihc  Peace."* 

I  have  one  from  the  other  justice  of  the  peace  of  that  district  and  one  from  the  post- 
.  master,  a  justice  of  the  next  district  also.  It  is  about  the  same  thinjg.  They  are  not 
got  up  in  very  good  style,  but  you  can  tell  the  meaning  of  them.  This  man  Mr«  Spen- 
•  cer  is  also  postmaster.  He  is  here  in  town  to-day,  probably.  He  has  been  subpodoaed. 
He  says  he  has  to  resign ;  that  he  cannot  hold  any  longer. 

Question,  Do  you  say  he  is  in  town  t 

Answer,  I  think  he  is  here  by  this  time.  I  looked  for  him  by  the  10-o'olook  train  to- 
'  day,  but  I  have  not  seen  him  yet. 

Question,  These  papers  were  handed  to  you  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  I  understand  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  handed  to  me  by  the  justice  of  the  peace.  They  are  all  going  to  re- 
>  «igu  and  quit ;  they  cannot  do  anything ;  they  told  me  so  themselves. 

IThe  two  papers  last  referred  to  by  the  witness  are  as  follows : 

"  Sbftbmbsr  23, 1831. 
''State  of  Georgia,  GwiwMtt  County : 

**  I,  Andrew  Hays,  a  notary  nubile  of  the  562d  district  G.  M.  of  said  coun^,  do  cer- 
tify that,  firom  the  threats  nuhde  bxr^iscuised  men  goins;  about  doing  depredatfcms  on 
.  the  citizens  of  my  county,  I  would  not  be  safe  in  the  administration  of  the  civil  ^w. 

''ANDREW  HAYS,  Notary  PuHk,' 
f 
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•^  State  of  Georgia,  Gwinnett  County : 

**  I,  J.  W.  Spencer,  notary  pablic  and  ex-^fficio  jostioe  of  the  peace  of  the  444th  dis- 
trict G.  M.  of  said  county,  certify  that,  from  threats  made  and  the  condition  of  this 
conncy  generaUy,  I  do  not  consider  myself  and  property  safe  from  bands  of  disgaised 


parties  riding  of  niehts  in  various  sections,  doin^  mischief,  in  the  clischarge  of  my  duty 
as  a  peace  omcor.    1  am  also  postmaster  at  Cam's  post-office,  both  of  ^hich  offices  I 
shall  resign  if  times  does  not  quiet  down  a^nd  said  depredations  cease. 
''  This  September  23, 1871. 

''J.W.SPENCER, 
^Notary  PvbUc  and  ex^fficio  Justice  of  the  jPcace." 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  were  not  present  at  the  time  of  this  difficulty  in  the  church  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  It  occurred  in  the  day-time  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  among  the  people  gathered  there  as  part  of  the  congregation  ? 

AnswQ\  Yesy  sir. 

Question,  It  was  a  local  quarrel  among  themselves  t 

Answer^  Yes,  sir;  two  young  men  were  drinking  and  got  up  a  quarrel,  and  got  to 
Bfaooting  and  broke  up  the  church. 

Question,  That  caused  the  disturbance  9 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Yon  do  not  know  what  earned  the  quarrel  between  those  two  young 
menf  , 

Aswwer^  I  did  not  hear  the  Justice  of  the  peace  say. 

Question,  It  was  a  personal  qnarr€(  f 

Answer,  It  seemed  to  be,  £rom  what  Mr.  Timms  said  to  me. 

Question,  Have  you  any  warrants  in  your  bands  issued  for  the  arrest  of  those  parties  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  generally  place  their  warrants  in  the  hands  of  the  bailie.  The 
judge  of  the  court  places  his  warrants  in  my  hands. 

(^ustion.  Is  it  your  duty  to  serve  warrants  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  are  directed  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  State,  like  bench-warrants. 

Ques^on,  Have  you  ever  been  prevented  from  executing  any  warrants? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  have  always  made  arrests  when  I  went  to  do  it ;  I  have  never 
£uled  yet. 

Question,  Can  you  generally  serve  your  processes;  do  you  have  any  doubt  upon  the 
subject  f 

Answer,  There  is  a  party  in  the  lower  part  of  the  county  there  who,  if  they  knew  I 
was  going  there  by  myself  alone,  to  serve  a  warrant,  would  not  let  me  hold  a  person 
even  if  I  arrested  him. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  tried  it  and  been  prevented  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  been  hindered  at  alL 

Question,  Have  your  deputies  been  hindered  f 

Answej\  Well,  the  deputy  does  not  do  much  arresting ;  I  cannot  get  him  to  o  much ; 
he  sort  of  leans  on  the  other  side.  ^ 

Question,  I  am  asking  this  question :  If  you  give  him  a  process  to  execute  would  he 
execute  it  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  so. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  had  any  case  where  he  refused,  or  was  unable  to  do  so  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  In  whose  handwriting  is  this  statement  purporting  to  be  made  by  Mr. 
Hayst 

Anmeer,  I  think  it  is  Mr.  Timms's. 

Q^KsHon.  He  wrote  his  own  statement  and  that  of  Mr.  Haysf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question,  Did  he  sign  Mr.  ^ays's  name  t 

'Answer,  It  looks  all  like  Mr.  Timms's  writing  ;  he  cBd  not  tell  me  that  be  did  it,  but 
it  looks  like  bis  hand. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question,  Have  you  had  any  talk  with  Mr.  Hays  about  this  matter? 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Timms  handed  both  of  these  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 
Question,  Both  of  these  papers  are  in  Mr.  Timms's  handwriting? 
Answer,  It  looks  so. 
Question,  Signatures  and  all  f 

Answer,  It  looks  so ;  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Timms ;  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Hays 
▼eiy  well*  *--' 
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Question,  TiniinB  is  the  only  man  you  saw  personally  ou  the  subject  of  these  paperst 
Ansicer.  I  saw  Mr.  Spencer. 
Qiicstioft,  Did  Mr.  Spencer  band  you  that  paper  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  be  sent  it  by  Mr.  Timms ;  but  I  saw  bim  the  day  before,  and  he  said 
be  would  send  it  or  f^tcb  it. 


Atlanta,  Geoboia,  October  20, 1871. 

HENRY  LOWTHER,  (colored,)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chaibman  : 

Qtiestion,  State  your  age,  where  you  were  bom,  and  where  you  now  live. 

Answer.  I  will  be  forty-one  years  old  on  the  4th  day  of  next  February ;  I  was  bom 
iu  Newton  County,  but  live  in  Wilkinson  County  when  I  am  at  home. 

Question,  Have  you  been  in  isal  leoently  f 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  I  have  been  in  jail. 

Qi^esiion.  In  what  county,  and  upon  what  eharge  f 

Answer,  1  was  in  jail  in  Wilkinaon  County  j  and  .the  charge  waa  that  I  had  a  com- 
pany of  men  to  take  a  colored  man  out  and  kill  him. 

Question.  Were  you  evdr  tried  on  that  chai-ge  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  was  tried. 

Question,  How  lon^  a^o  was  it  tha4yoa  were  put  in  jail? 

Answer,  I  was  put  in  jail  on  th^  2d  day  of  September  last. 

Question,  By  whom  t 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  who  arrested  me  f 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer.  The  parties  were  Mr.  Peacock,  the  bailiff  at  that  time,  Mr.  Bmner,  Mr.  Hyman, 
Mr.  Gilbert,  and  Mr.  Rutland. 

Question,  Did  these  parties  get  out  a  warrant  against  you  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  a  omored  man  who  got  the  warrant  out  and  had  me  arrested. 

By  Mr  Bayard: 
Question,  What  waa  his  name  t  • 

Answer,  Rack  BelL 

By  the  CHAiRMAir : 

Question,  Go  on  now,  and  state  anything  that  happened  to  you  after  yon  were  put  in 
jail. 

Answer.  I  was  put  in  jail  Saturday  evening ;  my  son  was  put  in  there  with  me. 
They  said  they  had  a  warrant  for  him,  but  they  did  not  have  any.  They  arrested  him 
twelve  miles  from  home.  When  they  got  to  the  jail-house  and  locked  the  door  and 
started  out,  my  son  said  to  me :  **  Father,  they  are  not  after  me,  they  are  after  you. 
To-morrow  I  am  going  to  ask  Captain  Thomas  to  turn  me  out  of  jail.''  Sure  enough, 
he  did  so.  I  asked  him  to  turn  me  out,  for  I  was  in  there  for  nothing.  He  said  I  could 
not  get  out  without  a  trial.  I  said,  ''Captain,  I  want  a  triaL''  He  siud, ''  If  you  want 
one  you  must  have  it;  but  to-day  is  Sunday,  and  if  you  will  take  my  advice  you  will 
put  it  off  until  to-morrow.  Monday  morning  I  will  take  you  out  early  and  give  you  & 
fair  trial.''  Monday  morning  came ;  they  went  around  and  arrested  about  eixtoen  per- 
sons ;  about  six  of  them  were  engaged  in  a  company  to  protect  me.  We  bad  a  cooh 
pany  to  protect  me  after  they  first  went  i»  my  house.  They  arrested  about  eight  more 
besides  tliem,  and  brought  them  to  town  ;  they  carried  them  to  the  court-house  and 
examined  about  half  of  them.  They  did  not  take  me  out  of  jail  at  2Xi,  It  was  ftboat 
2  o'clock  in  the  day  when  they  got  through  with  them.  They  dealt  with  them  all. 
either  by  making  them  pay  |2  70  costs,  or  giving  bonds  for  appearance  at  court.  Of 
course  they  gave  the  $2  70.  My  son,  a  grown  young  man,  was  up  there.  He  said, 
<'  Father,  liadi  Bell  says  he  is  satisfied  you  did  not  have  this  company  of  men  to  tiAe 
him  out  and  kill  him.  They  say  it  is  lefb  with  him  whether  you  get  out  of  jailor  not." 
I  said,  '^  Tell  Rack  Bell  to  come  here  to  the  jail."  He  came ;  and!  said  to  him,  '*  What 
does  this  mean  ?  We  have  ate  together  and  slept  together,  and  we  have  helped  each 
other.  It' is  with  you  whether  I  get  out  of  jail  or  not."  He  said,  ''Ci^tain  Eli  Cum* 
mius  and  Lewis  Peacock  say  you  cannot  get  out  of  jail."  I  said,  '^  Tell  Captain  Cum- 
niius  to  come  here."  A  gentleman  came  with  him  by  the  name  of  Beaman.  Captain 
Cummins  sat  down  and  talked  with  me  about  an  hour,  but  there  was  nothing  he  sud 
that  I  thought  had  any  substance  in  it,  only  when  he  went  to  leave  he  said,  **  Hany. 
are  you  willing  to  give  up  your  stones  to  save  your  life  t"  I  sat  there  for  a  motuen^  atid 
then  I  told  him,  "  Yes."  Said  he,  **  If  they  come  for  you  will  you  make  fight  T*  I  said 
"  No."  He  said,  "  No  fuss  whatever T"  I  said,  "  No."  That  was  about  an  hear  W  en©. 
I  lay  right  down  then  and  went  to  sleep,  and  did  not  wake  up  until  H  o'clock  in  t^ 
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morning.  Then  I  saw  one  Ka-Klux  in  jail  with  a  light.  I  raised  up,  and  he  canght 
my  arm  and  told  me  to  corae  out.  I  came  oat  and  looked  around,  and  the  whole  town 
J  covered  with  them. 


By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question.  Covered  with  whatt 

Answer,  Ku-Elnx.  There  were  supposed  to  be  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  them. 
When  they  first  took  nie  out  the^  tied  me  and  carried  me  off  from  the  jail-house  about 
a  boudred  yards;  they  then  divided  into  four  parties,  aud  about  twenty  of  them  car- 
ried me  off  into  a  swamp  about  two  miles.  Well,  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
dwamp  they  all  stopped  and  called  numbers,  began  with  number  one,  and  went  up  as 
high  as  number  ten.  When  they  got  to  number  ten  they  went  for  a  rope,  and  I  was 
satisfied  they  were  going  to  hang  me.  I  begged  for  my  life.  They  told  me  if  they  did 
not  kill  me  I  woula  shoot  into  the  En-Klnx  again.  I  told  them  I  had  not  .done  it. 
They  asked  me  who  it  was ;  I  told  them  who  I  heard  it  was,  but  I  did  not  know.  One 
of  them  who  was  standing  by  told  the  other  who  was  talkingto  me  to  hush  up  and 
ask  no  questions,  because  he  knew  more  about  it  than  I  did.  They  went  on  then  into 
the  swamp,  and  came  to  a  halt  again,  and  stood  there  and  talked  awhile.  There  were 
eight  men  walking  with  me— one  hold  of  each  arm,  three  in  front  of  me  with  guns, 
and  three  right  behind  me.  After  some  conversation,  just  before  they  were  ordered  to 
march,  or  something  was  said,  every  man  cocked  his  gun  and  looked  right  at  me.  I 
thought  they  were  going  to  shoot  me,  and  leave  me  right  there.  The  moon  was  shining 
bright,  and  I  could  see  them.  I  was  satisfied  they  were  goins  to  kill  me,  and  I  did  not 
care  much  then.  They  asked  me  whether  I  preferred  to  be  altered  or  to  be  killed.  I 
said  I  preferred  to  be  altered.  After  laying  me  down  and  getting  through  they  said: 
**  Now,  as  soon  as  you  can  get  to  a  doctor  go  to  one ;  you  know  the  doctors  m  this 
countiy,  and  as  soon  as  you  are  able  to  leave  do  it,  or  we  will  kill  you  next  time.''  I 
asked  bow  long  it  would  take  to  get  well,  and  they  said  five  or  six  weeks.  I  was  naked 
and  bleeding  very  much.  It  was  two  miles  and  a  quarter  to  a  doctor's.  The  first 
man's  house  I  got  to  was  the  Jailer's.  I  called  him  up  and  asked  him  to  go  to  the 
jail-house  and  set  my  clothes.  He  said  he  could  not  eo ;  I  said,  ^'  Tou  must ;  I  am 
naked  and  nearly  froze  to  death."  That  was  about  3  o'clock  in  the  night.  He  had  a 
light  in  the  house,  and  there  was  a  party  of  men  standing  in  the  door.  I  told  him  I 
wanted  him  to  come  out  and  give  me  some  attention.  He  said  he  could  not  come.  I 
could  hardly  walk  then.  I  went  on  about  ten  steps  further  and  I  met  the  jailer's  son- 
in-law.  I  asked  him  to  go  and  get  my  clothes; 'and  he  said,  '^No,"  and  told  me  to  go 
up  and  lie  down.  I  went  right  on  and  cot  up  to  a  store ;  there  were  a  great  many 
men  sittinff  along  on  the  store  piazza;  I  knew  some  of  them,  but  I  did  not  look  at 
them  much.  They  asked  me  what  I  wanted ;  I  said  I  wanted  a  doctor.  They  told  me 
to  go  on  aud  lie  down.  I  had  then  to  stop  and  hold  on  to  the  side  of  the  house  to  keep 
£rom  falling.  I  staid  there  a  few  minutes,  and  then  went  on  to  a  doctor's  house,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  called  him  aloud  twice.  He  did  not  answer  me.  The  next 
thing  I  knew  I  was  lyin^  on  the  sidewalk  in  the  street — seemed  to  have  just  waked  up 
ont  of  a  sleep.  I  thought  to  myself,  "  Did  I  lie  down  here  and  go  to  sleep  t"  I  wanteil 
some  water ;  I  had  to  go  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  get  some  water ;  I  was  getting  short 
of  breath,  but  the  water  helped  m^  considerably,  iwent  to  a  house  about  fifty  yards 
ftirt^er.  I  called  to  a  colored  woman  to  wake  my  wife  up ;  she  was  in  town.  I  hap- 
pened to  find  my  son  there,  and  he  went  back  tor  a  doctor.  When  he  got  there  the 
doetor  answerea  the  first  time  he  called  him.  The  reason  he  did  not  answer  me  was 
that  he  was  off  on  this  raid.  I  asked  the  doctor  where  he  was  when  I  was  at  his  houne, 
and  he  said  he  was  asleep.  I  said,  ^'  1  was  at  your  house."  The  men  kept  coming  in 
and  saying  to  me  that  I  did  not  get  to  the  doctor's  house,  and  I  said  that  I  did.  Mtor 
two  or  three  times  I  took  the  hint,  and  said  nothing  more  about  that.  But  I  told  my 
son  the  next  momluff  to  ao  there  and  see  if  there  was  not  a  large  puddle  of  blood  at 
the  gate.  They  would  not  let  him  go.  But  some  colored  women  came  to  see  me  and  told 
me  that  the  blood  was  all  over  town ;  at  the  doctor's  gate,  and  everywhere  else^.  It  was 
running  a  stream  all  the  time  I  was  trying  to  find  the  doctor,  and  I  thought 'I  would 
bleed  to  death.  My  son  tended  me  until  I  got  so  I  could  travel.  Doctor  Cummins  came 
there  to  my  house  on  Tuesday  evening,  between  sunset  and  dark^  aud  said,  **  I  am  told  yon 
say  the  reason  I  did  not  oome  to  you  was  that  I  was  out  on  the  raid  witSi  the  Ku-Klux.''  I 
said,  ''I  did  not  say  so."  He  said, "  That  is  w  hat  I  heard ;"  and  he  seemed  to  be  mad  about 
it.    He  said, "  I  am  a  practicing  physician,  and  am  liable  to  be  called  at  night,  and  mubt 

ga;  I  was  in  my  horse-lot  then.|'  He  talked  a  long  while,  and  then  he  said  he  was  iu 
is  stable.  He  kept  talking,  and  after  awhile  he  said  he  was  in  his  drug-store.  So  I 
never  knew  where  he  was.  He  said  the  reason  he  was  hiding  about  so  was  he  was 
atraid  of  the  Ku-Klux.  In  a  day  or  two  he  came  to  the  house  and  said,  "  The  white 
people  have  got  up  a  story  here,  and  say  I  am  the  man  who  castrated  you ;  now,  this 
talk  most  stop."  I  said,  '^ Doctor,  I  can't  help  it ;  I  don't  know  who  did  it ;  I  didnt 
start  tJie  story."  He  said  it  had  to  be  stopped ;  and  then  he  be^an  to  tell  me  where  ho 
was;  that  the  Ku-Klux  came  in,  and  he  went  right  off  to  hide.    In  a  few  iays  his 
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brother,  Captain  Cnrnmins,  caii^e  in  and  said,  "  Harry,  I  am  told  yon  make  a  threat  of 
what  you  are  gointc  to  do  when  you  get  well."  I  said,  **  What  can  I  dot"  Ho  ahook 
his  head.  I  said,  "  Do  the  people  believe  it  ?  "  Ho  sjiid,  "  Yes,  some  of  the  most  pesfpott- 
sible  people  in  town  do  believe  it.''  I  said,  "  I  am  very  sorry.*'  I  then  said,  •*  Do  y&a 
think  the  Ku-Klux  will  bother  me  any  more?"  Ho  said,  *'If  this  talk  dies  out,  1  do 
not  think  they  will  pester  you  any  more."  I  had  been  in  the  bouse  about  seventeeu 
days;  I  waa  pot  able  to  walk,  but  I  was  uneasy;  they  came  to  me  so  many  times  ttiEt 
I  l»egan  to  be  uneasy,  and  I  left  there.  Just  before  I  left  they  sent  old  man  Bush  ami 
Mr.  Hatfield  to  me  to  know  if  1  would  stay  here  and  tVim  state's  evidence  against  thew. 
I  said,  "  I  am  in  a  close  place ;  the  Ku-Klux  have  ordered  me  to  leave ;  but  I  reckon  I 
will  try  and  stay."  When  I  got  so  I  could  travel — I  believe  I  lay  there  twenty-oue 
days— I  think  it  was  the  22d  oT  September,  I  left  there.  Now,  I  want  you  to  understand 
that  there  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lavender,  who  got  up  a  company  of  men  afW 
they  came  to  my  house  on  a  Monday  night.  I  had  run  away.  They  told  my  wife  to 
tell  me  that  they  would  give  me  five  days  to  leave  in. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  When  was  that  T 

Atiswer,  That  was  the  first  time  they  came  for  me.  They  hunted  about  and  went  into 
the  back  room  for  me.  They  had  only  matches  for  liehts.  They  thought  tbcy  had 
found  me,  and  they  said:  "Hero  he  is."  Every  one  pitted  in  there,  and  said:  "  Kill 
him !  kill  him  I"  but  it  was  only  a  sack  of  salt  they  saw.  They  said :  "  Maybe  be  is 
out  in  the  weeds  here."  1  was  there,  and  as  soon  as  they  said  that  I  moved  otf  fiirther. 
The  colored  man  who  got  up  a  company  to  protect  me  was  named  Bose  Lavender.  On 
Tuesday  I  began  to  gather  up  some  money  to  leave  there.  Bose  heard  of  their  being 
at  mv  house  on  Monday  night,  and  told  my  wife  to  tell  me  not  to  be  run  off  by  them ; 
that  he  would  get  up  a  company  of  men  and  protect  me  until  he  died.  Sure  enough, 
when  I  ^ot  home  he  had  the  men.  It  rained  very  hard  that  night ;  I  went  to  sleep ; 
they  staid  there  until  about  3  o'clock.  I  suppose.  When  they  started  off  they  told  me  to 
be  satisfied  ;  that  on  Wednesday  nignt  they  would  meet  there  again.  On  Wednesday 
I  decided  I  would  not  have  them  meet  at  my  house,  because  I  knew  some  of  them 
would  shoot,  and  there  would  be  firing,  and  1  did  not  want  to  expose  my  &mily.  I 
told  them  they  had  better  go  off  and  he  on  the  roadside  a  little  way  from  the  house. 
On  Thursdav  ni^ht  they  were  to  do  the  same  thing.  I  went  to  bis  houae :  he  had  taken 
one  gun,  ana  said  he  was  going  off  to  have  some  sleep,  and  that  I  should  take  another 
gun  and  take  one  of  the  boys  and  go  up  in  the  woods.  Instead  of  that  he  went  to  Mr. 
Holder's  house  and  told  him  I  had  a  company  of  colored  men  to  shoot  Ku-Klnx,  and 
that  they  could  go  and  arrest  us  all.  Friday  he  went  to  town  and  told  Captain  Cum- 
mins about  it.  They  wanted  to  ^et  hold  of  nim,  and  Captain  Cummins  sent  to  Bose 
Lavender,  and  Lavender  told  him  that  I  had  the  company.  I  told  them  when  tbcy 
arrested  me  that  Bose  Lavender  was  the  man  who  got  up  the  company ;  that  he  was 
the  man  to  arrest,  and  not  me.  On  Monday  evening  they  sent  for  him,  aud  he  was 
gone.  He  left  Sunday  morning,  when  he  heard  they  had  me  in  jail.  He  came  bwk 
a^ain,  and  Monday  morning  went  to  give  himself  up  to  an  ofiioer ;  but  the  officer  told 
bun  he  had  no  authority  to  arrest  him.  The  officer  told  Captain  Cummius,  who  sent 
for  Lavender  to  come  in  town.  Bose  came  there  at  a  little  before  sundown  Monday 
evening,  and  talked  with  Captain  Cnmmins,  who  a«ked  him  if  he  had  not  been  at  At- 
lanta.   He  said,  *'  No ; "  that  he  had  gone  away,  because  be  was  scared. 

Question,  Was  Lavender  a  white  or  a  colored  manf 

Answer.  Ho  is  a  colored  man,  though  he  is  very  near  white. 

Question,  HnA  anything  been  done  to  him  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir.  You  see  after  I  told  them  to  go  for  him  he  waa  gone.  Then  the 
Ku-Klux  weut  out  and  watched  for  him  over  night,  but  they  they  did  not  find  him. 
Sunday  ni^ht  he  came  back,  and  Monday  he  gave  himself  up ;  but  they  had  no  warrant 
to  arrest  him.  He  talked  to  Captain  Uummins.  Captain  Cummins  is  said  to  be  the 
commander  of  the  Ku-Klux  company  there.  In  talking,  Bose  said :  "  Captufn  Cmu- 
mins,  Back  Bell  tells  me  that  he  haa  sworn  to-day  that  1  told  him  that  Henry  had  got 
up  a  crowd  of  men  to  take  him  out  and  kill  him.  That  is  as  damned  a  lie  as  ever  w  as 
told  ;  I  will  swear  I  never  told  him  so."  Cummins  jumped  up,  Bose  said,  as  mad  as 
he  could  be,  and  walked  about  awhile,  and  scratched  his  head.  Bose  said,  *^  So  far  as 
the  case  is  concerned  I  would  pay  the  costs  of  the  men  you  collected  costs  of  last  Mon- 
day ;  but  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  Henry's  costs."  Captain  Cummins  said, 
"  Come  back  to-morrow  and  settle  up  these  things."  He  came  on  by  the  house  I  was 
living  in  and  said,  "  I  say,  this  is  no  place  for  me  here ;  I  will  sweai*  what  Captain 
Cummins  wants  me  to  do,  but  I  will  not  do  it."  Ho  went  off  that  night ;  the  Ku-Klox 
weut  out  there  evei-y  night  for  a  week  aud  watched  for  him. 

Question,  That  was  aft^r  they  had  taken  you  out  into  the  swamp  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  C^ r^r\n](^ 

Question,  Who  came  to  you  in  jail  t  jigitized  by  vjOOQ  IC 

Answer,  Eli  Cummms. 
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* 

^Mflttoi.  Is  be  said  to  be  the  head  of  the  Ka-Klnx  f 

AmmDer,  Yes,  sir;  this  colore<l  man,  Bell,  goes  with  them  himself.  He  named  three 
nanea,  Captain  Cummins,  Doctor  Simmons,  and  Jim  Sbinholster,  as  being  with  them, 
aad  said  they  were  goin^  to  kill  me. 

Qw»\Mon,  Was  that  before  they  had  you  arrested  f 

Jnticer.  Yes,  sir. 

i^tiiwik.  When  they  came  to  your  house  the  first  time  how  many  were  there  t 

Awsvitr.  There  were  about  twenty. 

Queaiion.  What  reason  did  they  give  for  wanting  to  get  hold  of  yont 

AMkmfiw*  They  did  not  give  any  reason,  thongh  I  know  the  reason. 

Qwi»tMm,  What  reason  do  yon  think  thoy  had  t 

An$wer.  They  said  that  no  such  man  as  me  should  live  there,  white  or  black.  They 
said  they  were*  going  to  kill  out  all  the  leading  republican  men,  both  white  and  blaclc. 
They  said  I  bad  taken  too  great  a  stand  against  them  in  the  republican  party.  I  worked 
for  my  money  and  carried  on  a  shop.  They  all  got  broke  and  did  not  pay  me,  and  I 
sued  them.  They  have  been  working  at  me  ever  since  I  have  been  free.  I  had  too 
much  money. 

QuetHtm,  Mow  long  since  yon  have  been  free  t 

Jbistrer.  I  was  fr«ed  when  the  balance  were. 

Qtietiiom,  Were  you  a  slave  originally  T 

AMicer*  Yes,  sir;  I  then  made  money  very  fast ;  I  would  get  from  four  to  five  dollars 
a  day. 

QueiUon^  Who  were  the  men  who  castrated  yon  in  the  swamp  t 

JnMOfT.  I  oonld  not  swear  to  that  myself,  only  from  what  I  have  heard;  they  blind- 
fielded  me. 

OnmUon.  Could  you  tell  by  their  voices,  or  anything  of  that  kind  t 

Antwer,  No,  sir. 

QHMlUm,  Did  ^on  know  any  of  the  men  who  were  along? 

Ammoer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  three  of  them.  I  knew  the  two  who  had  me  by  the  arms, 
and  one  who  was  walking  in  front  of  me  with  his  gun.  There  were  three  I  would 
Bwear  to.  One  of  them  I  would  as  lief  swear  against  my  brother  as  him.  He  was  a 
man  I  thought  a  heap  of.  I  did  not  think  he  would  be  in  such  a  place.  He  is  a  nice 
young  man. 

QueaiUnt,  Of  what  politics  wefe  the  men  who  had  you  then  t 

Answer,  They  were  democrats ;  everybody  there  is  a  democrat,  pretty  near. 

iiueBtwiu  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  persons  in  your  neighborhood  wbo  had  been  in- 
jured in  any  way  by  the  Kn-Klux  f 

An$wer.  Yes,  sir;  they  killed  the  sheriff  there — ^Mr.  Mat  Deason. 

QueaUom.  How  long  ago  was  that  t 

Anawer.  About  the  27th  of  August,  I  think ;  about  three  days  before  they  arrested 
me.    They  killed  him  and  a  cnlored  woman  at  the  same  time. 

Queitton.  How  did  they  kill  them  1 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  how.  There  were  five  bollet-holes  in  his  forehead,  but  no 
bullet  went  into  his  brains.  The  back  of  his  head  was  mashed  in  with  a  clnb ;  so  thoy 
told  me. 

QuegHon,  You  say  a  black  woman  was  killed  at  the  same  time  ? 

Answer*  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  a  black  woman  for  his  wife.  He  was  a  sheriff  elected  by 
the  republican  party. 

By  Mr.  Bayabd  : 
Quevtion,  Was  he  a  white  man  f 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir;  they  did  not  intend  to  kilVhim ;  but  he  sent  them  word  he  would 
kill  them  if  they  bothered  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Have  any  other  persons  been  injured  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  on  the  1st  day  of  September  a  colored  man  named  George  Meadows 
was  killed,  and  Joel  Dease,  a  white  man,  was  shot  three  weeks  ago  last  Saturday. 
Boston  Fnlward,  a  colored  man,  was  shot  two  mouths  ago ;  and  they  whipped  a  great 
many  arennd  there. 

QuesHoH.  How  many  bave  they  whipi)ed  t 

Answer,  They  whipped  John  A.  Lavender,  Fred.  Dease,  Henry  Winn,  and  John 
Winn,  and  Lpe  Dease,  and^  they  also  broke  his  Jaw-bone  with  a  sfick ;  so  they  said. 
And  they  whipped  his  mother,  a  very  old  lady ;  I  do  not  know  her  name.  He  was 
some  fifty  years  old  himself,  and  she  was  a  very  old  lady.  They  whipped  Bill  Brigan. 
The  way  they  did  him  was,  they  tied  him  down  on  a  log  and  took  a  buggy-trace  to  him, 
and  whipped  one  of  his  seed  entirely  out  and  the  other  very  nearly  out.  Before  I 
came  away  Doctor  Smith  said  he  thought  he  could  save  one  of  them.  ^  i 

Question,  How  long  ago  was  that  T  gitized  by  Vj005  l^ 

Answer,  About  the  last  of  July,  I  think,  or  the  Ist  of  August ;  I  am  not  sure  whiob. 
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• 

They  shot  Andrew  Gnidon ;  he  said  he  knew  five  ai  the  parij,  and  told  me  wh^iimj 
were. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  other  persons  who  have  been  i^jored  by  tbea  f    * 

Ans^ccr,  That  was  all  right  around  mo  there. 

Queatian.  Were  all  these  cases  within  the  last  few  months  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  all  hben  done  from  about  the  middle  oi  July. 

QuesUon.  Was  anything  of  the  sort  done  before  that  time  t 

Anstoer.  Last  fall  a  year  a^o  a  couple  of  young  men  were  hung  by  the  K«-K)qx. 
You  only  ^ant  what  was  donft  in  that  county  t 

Queaiion.  State  what  you  know,  within  your  own  knowledge,  what  was  done  witbin 
your  range  of  information. 

Answer.  A  white  man  was  castrated  in  an  adjoining  county  near  me. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 
Question.  What  was  his  name? 
Answer.  His  name  was  Begister ;  I  do  not  know  his  given  name. 

By  the  CHAiRBfAN : 

Question.  How  far  off  was  that  from  you  t 

Answer.  About  fifteen  miles,  I  reckon.  They  whipped  Jerry  Lowther  very  aeady  to 
death ;  when  I  left  there  he  was  going  about  on  crutches ;  they  had  whifiped  kim  six 
weeks  before. 

By  Mr.  Lansiko  : 

Question,  When  these  men  first  came  to  your  house  were  they  disguised? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  yon  describe  the  disenise  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  them  myself  for  I  left  there.  My  wife*  and  son  said  some  of 
them  had  on  something  thin  over  their  faces — some  black  oil-cloth  ;  they  baid  they 
knew  some  of  them ;  they  had  a  piece  of  oil-cloth  with  a  hole  in  it  to  put  their  hea4 
tlirough,%nd  it  came  down  almost  to  their  knees. 

Question.  Did  they  go  there  on  horseback  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  a  mighty  severe  dog,  and  he  barked  and  waked  me  up ;  be 
jumped  over  the  fence  and  went  outside ;  directly  he  came  back  into  the  yard,  and  I 
knew  there  was  something  there ;  I  then  went  to  the  door,  and  some  of  them  were 
within  five  steps  of  the  door,  some  on  horses ;  1  left  the  door  open  and  went  right  on 
out. 

Question.  When  they  came  to  you  in  the  jail,  were  they  disguised  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  in  a  similar  way  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  they  were  who  were  off  fW>m  me ;  one  of  the  men  had  on 
a  disguise  that  looked  like  a  gray  beard  ;  two  of  them  had  long  black  beards — those 
that  1  knew ;  I  knew  each  man  who  had  hold  of  my  arms,  and  one  that  walked  right 
before  me. 

Question.  What  kind  of  clothes  had  they  on  t 

Answer.  They  had  on  their  every-day  clothes,  and  a  little  piece  of  oil-cloth  that  hung 
down  from  their  shoulders  almost  to  their  knees. 

Question.  You  say  you  knew  three  of  those  men  t 

Answer,  Yes.  sir.  ' 

Question.  Wno  were  they  t 

Ansufer.  One  was  Bob  Hyman,  another  Henry  Hyman,  and  the  other  Andcew  Porter« 

Question.  Was  Porter  the  young  man  who  had  been  your  friend  f 

Ansufer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  knew  he  was  there  agaiust  his  will. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  how  Porter  was  disguised  f 

Answer.  He  had  on  this  long  gray  beard. 

Question.  Were  those  men,  so  far  as  you  knew  them,  all  democrats  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  no  other  roan  belongs  to  that  party  only  democrats. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  a  republican  that  went  witn  them  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  knew  men  who  called  themselves  republicans,  who  would  joio 
them  and  go  with  them. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  called  themselves  republicans  f  "  ^ 

Answer.  They  once  had  been  republicans,  but  had  turned  over  to  be  democi^ja. 

Question.  Have»you  known  a  man  who  was  well  understood  to  be  a  repul|ie«ii  to 
belong  to  the  Ku-Klux  f  .^  i 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  were  republicans  there  who  held  office,  who  resigned 
they  threatened  to  kill  those  who  did  not  join  them.    Some  of  them  resigned,  f>  Ad  i 
turned  over  to  the  democrats. 

Question.  When  the  Ku-Klux  came  into  the  town  and  took  you  from  the  Mil,  was  it 
a  light  or  a  dark  nieht  f  J 

Answer.  It  was  a  bright  night ;  the  moon  was  shining  very  brig^^^jOCfolc 
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QiteHUm*  How  mao j  people  Uve  right  in  the  town  9 

Answer,  Not  a  great  many. 

QumHoh,  It  is  a  villacef 

Angwer,  Yes,  sir :  a  little  village ;  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  bosiness  done  there ;  I 
know  every  man  there.  « 

Queaiion,  What  is  the  name  of  the  village  f  «  ■ 

Answer,  Irvington. 

QueeUon.  Do  you  suppose  there  are  two  or  three  hundred  people  who  live  in  the  vil- 
lage t 

Amwer.  No,  air. 

QueatUm.  Are  there  a  hundred  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  there  are  a  hnndred ;  do  yon  mean  male  and  female  f 

Question,  Tes ;  the  entire  population. 

Answ&.  I  suppose  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Qmmtion.  About  what  time  of  the  night  did  they  come  to  you  iu  the  jail  f 

Answer,  I  was  told  it  was  about  2  o'Sook. 

Qnestian,  Were  there  any  people  out  then  who  saw  them  come  and  go  f 

Answer,  Doctor  Cummins  said  be  was  out,  and  I  think  he  was  out,  too.  I  know  that 
this  doctor  I  first  went  to  saw  them ;  and  Mr.  Arkingtou  and  Mr.  Chambers  saw  them, 
because  they  were  sitting  out  there  when  I  came  back  from  the  swamp ;  and  there 
were  other  men  there,  but  I  did  not  notice  who  they  were ;  I  did  not  pay  attention  to 
who  they  were. 

Question.  Had  you  undressed  when  you  went  to  bed  that  night  in  the  jail  f 

Answer.  I  had  on  nothing  but  my  shirt,  pantaloons,  and  drawers ;  no  vest,  or  socks, 
or  hat. 

Question.  Did  they  take  yon  off  in  t^t  condition  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

^uesHon,  Tou  spoke  of  being  naked  when  you  returned  from  the  swamp ;  were  you 
entirely  naked  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  1  bad  on  what  I  started  with,  shirt  and  drawers  and  pantaloons. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  it  was  Doctor  Cummins  who  castrated  you  ? 

Ajiswer,  No,  sir;  I  thought  it  was  he  from  circumstances;  but  now  I  have  fbuud  out 
better.  A  young  man  from  there  has  told  me  who  it  was ;  he  says  he  kno^  the  whole 
party ;  he  told  me  he  belonged  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question,  Who  is  the  sheriff  of  Wilkinson  County  t 

Answer.  They  do  not  have  any  sheriff;  the  sheriff  was  killed  about  three  days  before 
that. 

Question,  Who  is  in  charge  of  the  jail-house  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Lewis  Peacock  was  bailiff;  he  had  charge  of  it. 

Question.  Was  Lewis  Peacock  there  when  these  people  took  you  away  that  night  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  so.  I  looked  around  when  they  led  me  out  of  the  jail-house 
to  see  if  I  could  see  him  or  Captain  Cummins  there,  but  I  could  not  see  either  one  of 
them,  though  he  must  have  given  them  the  keys.  After  they  took  me  out  and  locked 
the  doors  I  looked  back,  and  1  heard  that  they  put  the  keys  in  the  post-otfice. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  where  they  put  the  keys  t 

Anstoer,  No,  sir;  I  know  this  Mr.  Peacock  has  two  sons  who  belong  to  this  party. 

Question.  Have  you  made  an^  complaint  of  this  t 

Answer,  I  went  before  a  magistrate  at  Macon. 

Question,  Has  your  case  been  brought  before  the  United  States  court  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  not  before  the  grand  jury  here  t  • 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  have  you  lodged  your  complaint  t 

Answer,  In  Macon,  before  Mr.  Fitzpatrick.  I  came  up  there  and  staid  ten  days.  I 
-wrote  a  letter  back  to  my  wife,  and  the  Ku-Elux  got  hold  of  the  letter  and  read  it 
and  found  out  where  I  was.  Five  of  them  came  up  there  and  staid  a  week,  hunting 
£oT  me ;  and  I  left  there. 

Question.  To  what  officer  of  the  laW  have  you  applied  f 

Answer.  To  Mr.  Fitzpatrick.  . 

Question.  What  is  he  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  magistrate. 

Question,  Have  any  arrests  been  made,  or  writs  sued  out  in  your  case  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  made  any  affidavits  about  itf 

Answer.  Only  before  Mr.  Fitzpatrick. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  jurisdiction  to  have  these  people  arrested  t 

Answer.  I  think  not,  for  this  reason :  Captain  Cummins  came  up  there  (for  he  had 
heard  of  it)  and  wanted  to  know  who  they  were,  as  he  had  heard  that  his  name  was 
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among  them.  Mr.  Fitzpatriok  said  it  was.  Captain  Cnmmings  said,  *' When  are  701! 
going  to  arrest  mo  f '  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  said,  *^  That  is  not  my  business ;  I  cannot  tell 
when  you  will  be  arrested." 

Qu^iUm.  What  are  the  ages  of  the  three  men  you  swear  to  as  being  concerned  Ib 
this  outrage  upon  yourselfr  ^ 

Answer.  1  think  Henry.  Hyman  and  Bob  Hyman  are  thirty-five  or  forty  years  old ; 
Porter  I  do  not  think  is  more  than  twenty-five  years  old ;  I  have  known  him  from  a 
boy.   I  have  been  living  right  among  them  for  fourteen  years. 

Question,  What  is  their  occupation  t 

Anatcer.  Andrew  Porter  is  clerk  of  the  court ;  arid  the  two  Hymans  are  merchAudi»- 
ing  there. 

Question,  How  many  colored  men  are  there  in  that  county  T 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  how  many ;  there  are  not  a  great  many  now,  because  very 
nearly  all  have  loft  there.    I  do  not  know  how  strong  t£ey  are  in  that  county. 

Question,  Do  yon  not  know  the  vote  there  t 

Answer,  I  do  not ;  I  did  hear,  but  I  disremember  now. 

QuesUon,  When  did  yon  come  to  Atlanta  f  * 

Anstcer,  I  came  here  last  Monday  was  two  weeks  ago. 

Question.  Have  you  made  any  complaint  to  anybody  here  of  this  great  wrong  upon 
yout  ' 

Answer,  I  have  told  some  gentleman  who  stays  up  here ;  I  foi^get  his  name.  He 
took  a  list  of  those  names. 

Question,  Have  you  been  to'Mr.  Pope  about  it  T 

Answer.  I  sat  down  and  talked  a  little  with  him ;  and  he  told  me  to  stay  until  the  oom- 
luittee  came  here. 

Question,  Did  you  tell  him  what  had  been  done  to  you  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  you  had  been  castrated  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  How  long  ago  did  you  tell  him  thatf 

Answer.  It  was  last  week,  I  think. 

Question,  You  did  not  go  before  the  grand  jury  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  had  not  be^n  examined  by  anybody  until  you  came  here  beibre  this 
committee  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Judge  Pope  tell  you  to  remain  and  tell  your  story  to  ttie  oomniitte6^t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  is  district  attorney  here  for  the  United  States  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  the  gentleman  who  told  me  to*  remain  here  until  this  commit- 
tee met  here. 

Question.  Had  there  ever  been  any  Complaint  against  you  for  anything  wrong  before 
this  thing  T    Had  you  been  charged  with  any  offense  t 

Answer.  Nothing  particularly. 

Question.  I  mean  any  offense  against  the  law,  any  breach  of  the  peace,  any  riolence, 
any  insult  to  any  white  woman,  or  anything  of  that  kind  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  insulted  any  white  woman. 

Question.  I  asked  you  if  there  had  been  any  charge  made  against  yon  f 

Answer.  They  did  not  make  any  particular  charge  against  me,  only  they  said  tha^no 
such  man  as  me  should  live  there,  white  or  black.  They  said  I  was  getting  to  have  toe 
much  influence  in  the  republican  party  there. 

Questjon.  There  was  no  other  complaint  made  against  you  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  something  else  was  said,  but  it  was  not  so. 

Question.  What  was  the  charge? 

Answer.  They  said  I  was  going  to  see  a  white  lady  there;  but  I  knew  it  was  not 
Ro.  That  is  what  I  heard  a  few  dajrs  before  that,  that  they  were  after  me  for.  But  I 
knew  tliat  could  not  have  been  it,  because  I  did  not  go  to  see  her.  And  over  and 
above  that,  there  are  a  great  many  men  who  go  to  see  white  women,  and  they  do  noi 
disturb  them.    I  had  a  mmily,  and  I  did  not  go  to  see  this  woman ;  I  tended  her  landw 

Question.  Was  that  woman  related  to  any  of  these  people  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  she  a  woman  of  good  or  bad  character  f 

Answer.  Of  bad  character. 

Question.  You  say  the  sheriff  was  killed  in  August,  and  a  cdlored  woman  was  kJUed 
at  the  same  time  t 

Anstcer.  They  Just  caught  her,  tied  a  bar  of  iron  to  her,  and  threw  her  in  the 
creek. 

Qttestion.  Were  they  in  bed  together  at  the  time  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  just  fixing  to  go  to  bed.        nini+i.^H  hw  Oooolp 

Question,  Was  ho  a  white  man  T  ^'^'^'""^  ^^  ^^OOg  IL 
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Anaim\  Yes,  sir;  they  had  beeu  livin|»toj;ethera  long  time,  and  he  had  five  children  by 
her ;  he  had  been  living  with  her  since  before  the  war.  He  had  a  white  woman  for  a 
vife,  but  she  was  deranged,  and  was  occasionally  at  home  and  oocasionally  at  the  asy- 
lum.   He  took  up  with  this  black  woman,  I  thnik,  about  twelye  years  ago. 

Question.  The  black  womad  was  not  married  to  him  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Where  was  his  own  wife  ? 

Anstoer,  I  think  she  was  at  home  when  they  were  killed. 

Question.  At  the  same  house  f 

Ansicer,  Ko,  sir :  she  did  not  stay  there,  but  off  about  two  miles. 

Question,  They  killed  the  black  woman  T 

Anstcer,  They  drowned  her ;  after  they  kilU^d  him  they  tied  a  heavy  bar  of  iron  to 
each  one  and  threw  them  both  into  the  same  hole  of  water. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  You  say  they  had  been  livinc  together  before  the  war  f 
Answer.  They  had  been  living  together  I  think  about  twelve  years ;  they  had  five 
children,  and  two  of  them  were  dead. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Questum.  By  what  party  was  Deason  elected  to  the  office  of  sherifft 
Anstver,  By  the  republican  party. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  :  ' 

Question,  Was  he  a  native  of  Georgia  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  when  they  came  to  your  house  they  made 
a  charge  against  you  of  going  to  see  a  white  woman  1 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  heard  that  talked  of  afterward  f 

instoer.  After  they  came  the  first  night,  one  man  told  me  that  was  what  they  came 
to  me  for. 

Question.  Yoa  say  it  was  a  groundless  charge  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  not  been  goins^  to  see  the  woman  ;  I  tended  some  land  right 
at  tlie  house ;  they  had  a  little  piece  of  land  there,  and  I  tended  it  for  themi. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  SO,  1871. 
JOHN  L.  COLEY  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Please  state  your  residence,  occupation,  age,  and  nativity. 

Answer,  I  was  bom  in  South  Carolina  in  1821 ;  so  my  parents  tell  me.  I  now  live 
in  Haralson  County,  Georgia,  and  my  occupation  is  that  of  a  farmer. 

Question,  Have  you  been  interrupted  or  in  any  way  iiyured  by  any  organized  par- 
ties of  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  I  have,  some. 

Question,  State  the  circumstances,  time,  place,  and  manner  of  that  occurrence. 

Answer,  On  the  25th  day  of  February  last  there  came  to  my  dwelling  a  band  of  men : 
I  did  not  notice  the  particular  hour,  but  my  wife  informed  me  that  it  was  between  10 
and  11  o'clock.  She  had  laid  down,  but  had  not  gone  to  sleep.  I  had  worked  all  day 
priBtty  hard,  and  had  laid  down  and  gone  to  sleep  earlier,  and  was  sound  asleep  when 
the  men  came  up  to  my  house.  They  came  up  in  haste.  You  know  how  the  thing  is ; 
a  man  can  hear,  and  understand,  and  know  something,  when  he  is  not  really  good 
wide  awake,  and  yet  he  is  awake  enough  to  know  that  there  is  something  about. 
They  approached  my  dwelling,  ap])arently  in  haste,  stepping  very  strangely  and  hardly 
upon  the  ground ;  and  with  strange  voices  they  hallooed  out,  "  Oi>en  your  door,  old 
man  ;  open  your  door  quick,  old  man.''  I  was  very  sound  asleep,  and  of  course  I  waked 
np  in  a  sort  of  fright,  hearing  the  hasty  words  of  unknown  voices,  and  a  quantity  of 
men  walking.  I  got  up  and  opened  the  door,  according  to  their  direction.  I  opened 
the  door  on  the  south  side  of  my  dwelling ;  it  was  an  old-fashioned,  poor  man's  cabin, 
and  iho  door  was  pinned  with  a  pin,  like  old  times.  When  I  pulled  out  the  pin  with 
my  right  hand,  and  kept  hold  of  the  door  with  my  left  hand,  I  brought  it  back  the 
width  of  my  elbow  to  look  out  to  see  if  l  could  see  any  one.  As  I  bent  myself  to  look 
out,  two  men  seized  me  by  the  left  arm,  and  tried  to  jerk  me  out  of  doors.  They 
jerked  me  so  hasty  that  they  got  the  door  up  against  the  point  of  my  right  shoulder, 
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or  my  breast^  whichever  way  yon  choose  to  take  it.  It  brought  the  door  up  and  'cloeed 
it.  My  wife  was  standing  by,  and,  being  a  person  of  ready  mind,  she  took  the  pin  oat 
of  my  hand  and  pinned  tne  door.  In  the  scuffle  X  had  got  poshed  around  sideways 
towards  the  wall  of  the  Jionse.  It  was  a  log  wall  sealed  with  a  sealing-board,  and  iJUe 
board  was  split.  Somebody  stabbed  at  me  through  the^irack  of  the  boanl ;  wliethec 
it  was  with  a  spear,  dirk,  or  a  knife,  or. a  pistol  barrel,  or  whatever  it  was  I  oodld  aot 
tell,  from  the  fact  that  I  just  saw  it  come  through  and  go  back  agaiu.  But  the  ire 
shone  on  it,  and  showed  that  it  was  metal  of  some  kind.  It  cut  a  hole  in  my  wai«t€oal« 
which  I  had  put  on.  I  had  on  my  waist<;oat,  and  drawers,  and  riiirt.  It  did  not  tr^e 
entrance  into  the  skin  or  through  the  shirt.  By  this  time  I  became  sort  of  roused,  aud 
called  for  an  ax,  intending  to  try  and  defend  myself.  The  ax  was  not  produced  tio  me ; 
and  while  that  was  goin^  on  a  gun  was  run  in  right  by  the  aide  of  the  chimuey,  thn>q£h 
another  large  crack,  which  had  not  been  sealed  up,  but  which  had  beea  left  to  let  (be 
light  in.  A  double-barreled  shot-gun  was  run  in  there,  and  presented  directly  at  me, 
not  more  than  five  or  six  feet  from  me.  The  fellow  swore  that  if  I  did  not  open  the 
door  he  would  shoot  my  *'  God  damned  liver  out;"  that  was  the  expression,  just  that 
way.  Well,  that  brought  to  my  mind  the  thought  of  a  gun.  There  were  thi«e  guns 
in  the  house,  two  of  my  own,  and  one  that  belonged  to  my  wife's  grandson,  my  step- 
grandson.  All  three  guns  were  in  the  house,  and  I  called  for  one.  The  guu  was 
handed  to  me,  but  I  do  not  know  who  did  it ;  so  it  was,  somebody  presented  me  a  gun. 
and  I  took  hold  of  it,  and  set  the  trigger,  and  presented  the  gun  so  that  I  thought  I 
could  shoot  through  the  crack  at  that  man  who  bad  the  double-barreled  gun  dii^ectefl 
at  me.  I  told  him  to  take  his  gun  and  go  away  from  there,  or  I  would  shoot  him  dead. 
He  left  from  that  place  and  went  around  the  cniomey,  threatening  to  shoot  the  young 
man  who  gave  me  the  gun ;  that  is",  he  says  he  gave  it  to  me ;  I  do  not  know  who  gave 
it  to  me.  And  there  was  an  order  from  some  one  at  the  back  of  the  chimney  to  break 
down  the  doors.  They  went  to  break  down  the  doors,  and  in  the  tumult  some  one  got 
by  the  side  of  the  chimney,  aud  said,  "  Opeu  your  door  or  Til  ourn  your  house."'  He 
lit  a  match  and  held  it  in  a  crack  to  fire  the  house.  The  match  failed,  and  he  lit  a 
second  one,  and  held  it  in  the  crack.  He  lit  a  third  one,  and  held  it  there.  I  saw  thd 
place  by  the  ,shiue  of  the  light,  and  it  brought  to  my  mind  the  notion  that  I  conld, 
perhaps,  shoot  him  through  that  crack.  I  got  my  gun  in  position  to  shoot  through  the 
crack,  and  was  holding  it  ready  to  just  touch  the  trigger  when  he  fired  the  next 
match.  While  I  was  standing  in  that  position,  they  broke  down  the  north  door,  ami 
four  men  ran  into  the  house.  Two  seized  me,  and  two  seized  the  gnu.  Of  course  I 
had  a  tight  grip  on  it,  and,  as  you  might  exnect,  I  was  not  willing  to  give  it  up  iu  such 
a  case.  They  ran  out  of  doors  with  me,  ana  as  soon  as  they  cleared  the  wall  fairly,  I 
looked  up  and  saw  a  quantity  of  men;  I  do  not  know  how  many  exactly.  I  saw  tber 
were  generally  disguised,  so  far  as  I  could  see.  When  I  saw  that,  1  said  to  them: 
*'  Gentlemen,  I  am  not  afraid  of  you ;  you  are  Ku-Klux.  I  understand  you  now.  Plu- 
vious to  this  time  I  had  not  understood ;  I  did  not  know  that  you  were  Ku-Idux ;  I 
know  now  what  you  are.  I  am  not  afraid  of  you,  if  you  are  the  Ku-Klux."  One  said, 
"  We  are  your  friends  ;  we  are  not  going  to  hurt  you."  They  led  me  off  some  thirty 
or  forty  steps  from  the  house,  to  the  yard  gate,  in  my  stocking-feet,  with  uiy  waists 
coat,  and  drawers,  and  shirt  on,  and  bare-headed.  They  said,  "  Was  there  not  another 
man  in  the  house  t "  I  said,  "Yes."  "Who  was  it  T"  said  they.  I  said,  "It  watsmy 
wife's  grandson."  They  said,  "  We  don't  want  to  hurt  you  or  him  either.  We  are 
your  friends.  We  only  want  to  talk  to  you.  Let's  go  back  to  the  houses"  They 
turned  right  around  and  went  back  to  the  house.  They  held  me  by  the  arms  all  tbe 
while,  for  fear,  I  suppose,  that  I  would  make  fi^ht  or  do  something.  I  said,  ^'Gentle- 
men, let  me  put  on  my  clothes.  I  hate  to  be  going  about  this  way."  They  let  lae  pat 
on  my  pants  and  coat.  They  went  with  me.  1  went  in  the  house,  and  called  for  my 
step-grandson.  I  could  not  get  him  up;  could  not  find  him;  he  went  into  the  loA. 
They  all  hunted  for  him,  but  they  could  not  find  him  ;  he  made  his  escape  Through  the 
housetop  and  got  away.  They  said,  "  Now,  old  man,  you  must  get  him  up."  I  ca^f^t 
up  a  torch,  and  I  went  around  with  them  and  searched  the  house,  but  not  very  partie- 
ularly,  and  could  not  find  him.  I  called  to  him  with  all  the  faithfulness  a  man  oonld 
do,  and  with  the  honest  expectation  that  he  would  answer  me,  but  he  did  not.  They 
said,  "  Well,  come  on."  I  said,  "  Let  me  get  my  hat."  They  said,  "  No." 
Question.  Can  you  not  state  more  ^hat  they  did,  aiid  less  what  t^ey  said  f 
AnstDer.  Very  well ;  you  simply  want  to  understand  the  abuse  they  gave  me  f 
Question,  Yes ;  tell  what  they  did  to  you,  and  what  led  up  to  it. 
Anetoer.  That  is  what  I  am  endeavoring  to  do.  I  thought  I  would  g^ve  the  whole 
catalogue  of  it.  I  did  not  find  my  hat ;  they  had  ransacked  the  house  in  snob  a  way 
in  search  of  him  that  things  were  pretty  badly  torn  up.  My  wife  was  scared  almost  to 
death,  and  also  this  young  man's  wife.  This  young  man's  wife  just  sank  right  down; 
it  was  enough  to  cause  anybody  to  sink  down.  But  I  was  not  excited,  except  at  fint; 
then  I  thought  I  was  in  safe  hands,  from  the  fact  that  I  considered  that  I  had  done 
nothing  to  be  Ku-Klnxed  for. 
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By  Mr.  ScoFiEUtf : 

Question,  Did  you  find  your  atep-grandson  f 

AitBWfT,  No,  8ir  J  they  Baid, "  Come  on,"  and  took  me  and  led  me  out  bare-headed,  and 
took  mo  ontiride  of  the  gate.  ^I  did  not  understand  anything  about  what  they  took  me 
otft^de  there  for.  When  they  took  me  out  there  were  thirteen  came  into  the  house  that 
I  counted ;  and  I  concluded  that  there  were  as  many  more  out  where  the  horses  were  as 
W€Te  in  the  house,  though  some  of  the  same  ones  in  the  house  might  have  gone  oui  there. 
At  that  X)lace  there  were  two  men  I  noticed  in  particular,  who  were  holding  liorsfs ; 
ot!^  of  them  was  a  man  who  lixed  in  sight  of  me,  as  I  thought.  I  went  up  as  close  to 
bitti  ad  I  am  to  this  gentleman  here,  ana  looked  him  right  in  the  face.  Ho  began  to 
turn  slowly  iVom  me.  He  was  an  old  man  'vvho  had  often  in  church  led  mo  up  to  the 
utilpit  and  said,  **  We  expect  to  have  use  fbr  you  to-day."  1  found  him  there  holding 
norsee,  and  another  one  that  I  tbought  I  knew  as  good  as  I  could  any  man.  They  did 
not  like  to  have  me  look  at  them  very  long ;  and  the  other  men  ran  me  back  some 
fifteen  steps.    But  I  thought  I  was  satisfied  as  to  who  they  were. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Queatitm.  What  were  their  names  f 

Answer.  I  think  one  was  Enoch  Branham,  and  the  other  was  Dolph  Beacham,  of 
Hari^son  County.  They  ran  back  with  me  a  short  space,  and  ordered  tne  horses  away. 
The  men  began  to  monnt  their  horses  and  pass  away.  As  they  did  that  I  pulled  up  to 
look  at  their  horses,  these  men  still  having  hold  of  me.  I  passed  the  first  pair  of  horses, 
right  in  between  the  horses,  and  looked  as  sharp  as  1  could  to  recognize  the  horses,  but 
I  could  not.  They  ordered  the  horses  away,  and  stopped  me  again  until  the  horses  had 
passed  away.  They  took  me  about  seventy-five  yards,  and  put  a  rope  around  my  neck, 
and  I  began  to  be  suspicions  that  they  would  abuse  me,  as  allX)f  you  would  have  been. 
They  said  they  would  not  do  it,  but  I  began  to  be  suspicious.  They  took  me  to  the 
weflt  end  of  myplantation,  to  an  old  road  ^t  a  branch,  and  there  they  stopped  me  and 
whipi>ed  me.  They  started  from  that  place  and  passed  a  few  steps  down  tnat  road  in  a 
west  airection,  in  tne  direction  of  Alabama.  They  said  to  me,  "  What  about  this  diffi- 
culty that  took  place  between  Jim  Branham  and  Tom  Martin,  and  this  toother  fel- 
low r*  referring  to  this  step-grandson  of  mine.  I  told  them  the  truth  about  it,  and  the 
coarse  that  I  had  pursued  during  the  .difficulty,  and  that  I  endeavored  to  qu>ish  it. 

Question,  I  do  not  know  that  tnat  has  any  connection  with  the  matter  we  are  inquir- 
ing about. 

Anstcer.  I  think  it  is  connected  with  it  in  this  way :  they  asked  about  the  difficulty, 
and  I  said  I  had  nothing  in  it,  except  to  keep  it  down,  which  I  can  pYove  by  George 
W.  Lester.  Grcensides,  Castle,  Brown,  and  Hill ;  and  that  I  called  for  help  to  take  away 
the  knife  n:om  this  step-grandson  when  Brown  had  a  hand-spike  striking  at  him.  I 
called  for  help,  and  his  father-in-law  came,  and  we  took  the  knife  away.  I  said  to  the 
crowd,  "  Gentlemen,  stay  with  me,  and  do  not  let  this  difficulty  go  any  further."  We  got 
it  sort  of  squashed  there.  The  foremost  ran  about  thirty  or  forty  steps,  and  turned 
round  and  cursed  the  crowd,  and  swore  that  he  would  bring  the  Ku-Klux  on  and  have 
QS  every  one  killed.  Tl)at  was  Thursda/.  Friday  and  Saturday  passed  away,  and 
Saturday  night  they  came.  When  they  came,  as  I  told  you,  they  carried  me  away  and 
abused  me.  I  just  told  them  this  story  as  I  tell  it  to  you.  They  said,  *'All  right ;  that 
is  enough ;"  and  led  me  on  a  few  steps  farther.  They  then  said,  "  You  stole  two  of  this 
old  man's  hogs.**  Just  before  thev  left  the  house  they  struck  me  two  licks  with  their 
fists.  I  said,  **  What  man's  hogsf"  They  said,  "  Branham  V  I  said,  "  If  he  will  say 
io,  and  swear  to  it.  I  will  pay  Tor  the  hogs."  They  said,  "  We  say  so ;  we  come  from 
the  moon.  We  are  dead  men,  and  come  from  the  moon,  and  we  have  been  taking  cogniz- 
ance of  your  conduct  below  here  for  many  years."  I  said,  "All  right,  gentlemen  ;  it  you 
have,  and  will  give  me  my  just  deserts,  I  will  be  satisfied."  They  said.  "  What  about 
the  shooting  done  at  this  old  man's  dogs  T"  I  said,  "  I  know  nothing  about  it."  They 
went  on,  and  I  said,  "  Here  is  Joe  Rowan,  just  abead  of  us,  that  1  can  prove  it  l)y." 
They  cursed  Eowan,  and  said  he  stole  horses.  They  took  me  on  to  Jim  Hill's,  where  I 
expected  to  make  the  proof  that  I  was  an  innocent  man.  When  I  got  there  I  could 
not  find  Jim  Hill ;  he  was  not  at  home,  or,  if  there,  he  was  in  a  disguise,  so  that  I  could 
not  tell  him :  I  could  not  find  him.  When  they  first  struck  me  and  whipped  me,  a  man 
came  up  and  spoke  whose  voice  I  thought  I  know  as  well  as  the  man  who  had  a  giui 
through  the  crack,  'the  one  at  the  crack  was  Burgess  Daniel.  Before  they  whipped 
me,  there  was  a  man  appeared  with  his  whip  to  whip  me,  and  another  said,  "  I  want 
to  do  it."  I  thought  I  understood  his  voice,  and  I  think  so  yet. 
*    Question.  Who  is  he?  / 

Anstcer.  Henry  Wimpey,  I  think  was  the  man,  and  I  think  so  yet.  While  in  the 
house  there  was  a  circumstance  that  induced  me  to  believe  I  knew  the  man  there  by 
his  hand  and  his  coat-sleeve ;  whether  a  man  could  know  another  in  that  way  or  not, 
I  am  not  certain. 

Quaiion.  You  say  you  went  to  Hill's  and  found  that  he  was  away  f  ^ 

Anstoer,  Yee,  sir. 
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Question.  Did  the  Kn-Klnx  do  anvtbing  more  to  yon  t 

Answer,  Yes,  air;  they  went  to  the  door  with  me  and  they  called  this  wav:  "H«^, 
old  man,  get  up ;  we  want  yon.''  Bnt  the  old  man  did  not  get  up ;  or,  if  he  did,  he  did 
not  make  himself  known.  Being  fully  satisfied  that  I  could  make  the  proof  by  that 
man  that  I  was  innocent  of  the  charge,  I  mvself  put  my-  hand  against  tbe  door  aud 
pushed  it.  It  seemed  to  be  Just  closea  together ;  hardly  a  chair  agaiust  it.  The  door 
was  hastily  pushed  back,  aud  said  I,  "  Come  in :  if  he  is  there  ab^  and  at^leep  I  will 
wake  him,"  for  I  had  such  confidence  in  him.  I  could  not  fiud  him  to  make  the  evi- 
dence. I  then  projK)sed  to  go  to  Martin  Brown's,  the  next  house  below.  They  would 
not  suffer  me  to  do  it;  they  said,  "  You  can't  make  proof:  we  are  not  going  to  be  run- 
ning round  with  you.  Didn't  you  sell  Joe  Rowan  a  pistol  T"  I  said,  '*  S^o.'*  They  said, 
"Didn't  some  of  your  folks  do  it?"  I  safid,  "Yes,  my  wife's  grandson  sold  him  one 
some  time  ago."  They  said,  "  All  right ;  come  out  here."  They^  took  me  out  by  the 
side  of  the  road  and  to  a  shade  tree,  where  they  hanged  me  up  by  the  neck,  pulled  me 
np  clear  from  the  earth.  The  last  I  knew  about  myself  or  my  actions  I  was  tryiug  to 
hold  on  to  the  rope.  When  I  came  to,  to  know  anything,  I  was  not  holding  on  to  the 
rope,  but  was  standing  upo^  the  ground  with  my  hands  by  my  side.  How  long  I  had 
been  there  I  could  not  say,  because  they  deadened  me  to  that  extent  that  I  did  not 
know  anything.  I  felt  something  pass  from  my  neck  way  down  to  my  extremities, 
like,  sometimes,  when  you  hit  your  elbow.  Said  I,  "  Gentlemen,  I  am  dyings  and  I 
shall  never  see  my  friends  nor  family  again."  They  led  mo  forward  in  the  direction  of 
the  big  road,  and  said,  "  Now,  old  man,  if  von  have  any  more  arrangements  t-o  make, 
make  them ;  your  time  is  not  long  here.  Are  you  not  a  radical  I"  "  A  radical  f  said 
I,  as  if  I  did  not  know  what  they  meant.  "  Yes,"  said  they,  "  a  radicaL  How  do  you 
vote  t"  I  told  them.  They  said,  "  If  yon  have  any  arrangements  to  make,  make  them 
quick."  I  said,  "  I  have  nothing ;  if  you  are  going  to  execute  me  take  me  away  from 
the  house,  and  suffer  me  to  make  a  prayer."  They  said,  "  Go  on."  I  knelt  down  in 
the  big  road,  and  I  tried  to  pray  to  my  Maker  for  them,  that  peace  might  come,  and 
that  these  things  might  pass  away.  They  stood  there  with  their  six-shooters  over  my 
head :  I  supposed  that  they  would  kill  me.  as  scouts  did  men  during  the  war,  as  I  h;id 
heard.  I  got  through,  and  said,  "  Amen.''  As  I  got  np  the^  fastened  on  U)  my  arms 
asain  and  led  me  down  thirty  or  forty  steps  back  in  the  direction  of  home.  *In  tbe 
edge  of  the  woods  by  the  side  of  the  nig  road  they  halted  me,  aud  turned  me  rotrnd 
square,  front  to  the  road.  I  saw  the  man  with  the  shrub  come  up  again.  I  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  how  many  are  you  goin^  to  give  me  now  f  They  said,  "  make  him  pall 
his  coat  off."  They  commenced  liittmg  me,  and  I  commenced  counting ;  I  counted 
"  one,  two,  three,"  and  so  on,  until  they  gave  me  six  licks.  It  hurt  desperately.  I 
said,  "  Lord,  have  mercy  on  me ;"  for  I  saw  that  those  people  had  no  mercy,  and  there 
was  no  one  to  apply  to  for  relief  but  the  Lord.  They  gave  me  the  six  licks  over  my 
shoulder,  and  across  my  back  they  gave  me  four,  and  I  then  said,  "  Ten."  The  com- 
mander said,  "  Stop  I  halt  I^  They  tnen  set  another  person  to  whip  me  across  tbe  legs, 
but  how  many  licks  he  gave  me  I  do  not  know.  I  reasonably  suppose  that,  first  and 
last,  in  the  three  whippings  they  gave  me  that  night,  the  very  shortest  was  seven*^- 
^ve  licks ;  bnt  it  is  only  supposition.  » 

Question.  Where  did  they  leave  you  f 

Answer.  The  commander,  as  it  seemed  to  be,  led  me  from  that  place  to  about  tbe 
middle  of  the  road,  holding  me  by  the  arm,  and  looking  me  in  the  face  with  all  the  im- 
pndeuce  in  the  world.  Said  he,  "  Don't  you  think  you  can  find  a  home  away  from  here  V* 
I  said,  "  I  think  I  can  if  I  have  to  leave."  When  they  wore  putting  the  rope  alK>ut  my 
neck,  one  of  them  said,  "  Old  man,  this  ought  to  have  been  done  for  you  fifty  years 
ago.''  I  admitted  that  that  was  the  case  if  I  deserved  it  at  all.  He  said,  "  Don't  joo 
think  you  can  find  a  home  away  from  here?  "  I  said,  "  I  am  sure  I  could  if  I  had  lived 
otherwheres,  and  had  never  been  treated  this  way."  He  said,  "  You  must  go."  I  said, 
"  I  cannot  do  it."  He  said,  "  If  you  don't  do  it  we  will  kill  you."  I  said,  '*  I  would 
rather  die  than  do  it.  from  the  fact  that  my  name  will  be  assailed,  and  I  will  be 
called  a  bad  man,  while  I  have  not  done  anything  to  go  for."  I  said,  "  I  cannot  |^ ; 
this  is  my  place :  I  have  earned  it  with  my  hands,"  nolding  out  my  hands, "  and  I  e$a- 
not  leave  it."  He  said,  "  We  Xnll  kill  you  if  yon  don't."  I  said,  "  How  long  befo^  I 
must  go  T"  He  said,  "  Do  you  think  you  will  go  T  "  I  said,  *•  Of  course,  rather  ^^isd 
die,  any  man  would  go ;  how  long  T  "  He  said,  "  l^ftcen  days."  I  said,  **  Gentlemea,  I 
cannot  get  away  in  that  time ;  I  cannot  do  np  my  btisiness  and  leave  in  that  tin^'' 
He  said,  "  You  have  it  to  do ;  now,  if  you  don't  go  we  will  kill  you  anyhow ;  aud  Hj^ 
tell  what  we  have  done  to  you,  or  said  to  you,  we  will  kill  you."  Now,  gentlemen-iwill 
you  admit  the  expression  that  I  have  been  informed  by  another  man  who  that  cW-* 
•  mander  was,  not  knowing  him  myself?    That  man  himself  was  not  in  disgniae. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  What  is  his  name  t 

Ansu>€r.  I  was  informed  by  another  mas,  who  professed  to  have  got  knowled^  ^660, 
that  his  name  was  Joseph  Burrows,  of  Cleburne  County,  Alabama;  I  think  I  would 


GBOBGiA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  367 

know  the  man  if  I  shonld  see  him.  He  told  me  to  run.  I  could  not,  and  said  so.  Said 
U^^ "  Bud,"  aud  fired  a  pistol  right  near  me.  Another  man  said,  '*  Don't  you  hit  him." 
Said  he  agaiu,  "  Run,"  aud  I  went  three  steps,  in  a  sort  of  slow  trot  like  this,  [moving 
across  the  room.]    He  fired  a  second  pistol,  and  I  left  and  went  hack  to  my  dwelling. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  heen  disturbed  since  that  time  t 

Jnstc^,  1  have  not  staid  at  my  house;  I  stayed  there  eighteen  days  in  the  day-time, 
hut  at  night  I  went  into  the  woods  aud  hid  myself.  I  think  that,  about  Friday  night, 
two  or  three  weeks  after  that  time,  I  will  uot  be  positive  when,  this  same  crowd,  na  I 
supposed,  came  up  there.  But  I  was  absent,  of  course,  and  my  wife  would  not  stay 
there  either,  but  she  had  gone  to  her  mothej-'s.  They  just  tore  down  the  doors  and  set 
them  open.  There  were  the  horses'  tracks  there.  I  thought  I  knew  two  men  by  their 
talk.  I  thought  I  knew  John  Gilpiu  and  Jim  Brauham,  the  son-in-law  of  Hancock 
Brauham. 

tjuestion.  Do  they  all  live  in  Haralson  County  t 

Anmcer,  No,  sir ;  the  son-in-law  hves  in  Polk  County. 

Queffiion,  You  say  this  man  Branham  had  invited  you  to  the  pulpit  at  different  times  f. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qutetion,  Are  you  a  preacher  or  clergyman  ? 

Anstcer.  I  was  licensed. 

Question,  Of  what  denomination  ? 

Answer,  What  we  call  the  Congregationalist  Methodists.  I  have  my  license  in  my 
pocket. 

Question.  Where  have  you  been  siuce  that  time  t  You  say  you  staid  about  there  some 
three  weeks. 

Answer,  I  went  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  from  there,  and  about 
five  miles  from  the  county  seat. 

Question.  You  say  they  asked  you  about  being  a  radicaL    Had  you  voted  the  radical 
ticket? 
,  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know  these  men,  were  they  republicans  or  democrats  T 
*     Anstcer.  Some  of  them,  I  think,  were  in  the  republican  party,  and  some  were  what 
ihey  call  democrate. 

Question,  Some  that  were  in  the  Eu-Klux  T 

Atiswcr.  Yes,  sir,  as  I  suppose. 

Question,  Some  that  were  along  that  night  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Hotv  were  these  Branhams  f 

Answer.  They  have  voted  the  republican  ticket^  but  they  had  ceaaed  to  vote  for  some 
years.  I  heard  them  talk  very  little  about  politics  any  wa^,  showing  that  they  were 
not  acting  much  any  wa^  as  to  that  thing.  They  were  quite  still,  as  far  as  I  knew. 
This  man,  Gilpin,  I  am  right  certain,  is  the  man  who  broke  down  the  door  that  night, 
from  the  way  he  spoke.  He  talked  with  my  wife,  and  she  is  fully  satisfied  it  was  John 
Gilpin. 

Question.  What  reason  had  they  for  making  this  attack  upon  you,  more  than  you 
h^ve  stated  t  ' 

Answer.  None  in  the  world  that  I  can  tell.    This  man  Gilpin  came  up  1  could 

tell  it  if  1  am  permitted. 

Question,  Well,  go  on. 

Answer,  There  came  up  a  storm ;  and  there  is  a  kind  of  common  path  that  goes 
through  my  land.  They  have  got  to  driving  through  with  a  wagon  occasionally,  aud 
^ey  have  made  it  a  road,  but  1  do  uot  think  there  ever  was  any  order  for  it  But  I  did 
uot  hinder  any  body  going  through.  A  storm  came  up  and  filled  the  road  full  of  logs 
in  a  little  bottom.  The  settlement  notified  me  verbadly  to  open  the  road.  I  had  no 
right  to  open  it  more  than  anybody  else.  But  Mr.  Branham's  son  told  me  to  open  the 
r<md ;  1  said,  •*  It  is  none  of  my  business,  but  if  anybody  will  help  me,  I  will  help  do  it." 
He  came  up  and  said  he  was  ready  to  help  open  the  road.  I  took  hold,  aud  my  \\4iV;'.s 
^andson  took  hold ;  this  man  Lester  that  I  spoke  about,  and  his  sou  took  hold,  and  we 
opened  it,  straighter  than  it  was  before.  This  man  Gilpin,  being  a  contentious,  stub- 
bom  man,  came  up,  and  he  and  his  brother-in-law  notified  me  to  open  the  road.  I  told 
them  it  was  open.  They  said,  "  It  will  not  do  at  all;  we  are  going  to  have  the  old  way 
open."  I  said,  "  It  is  not  necessary ;  this  is  better  than  the  other  way."  They  said, 
"We  will  have  it  open  any  way ;  you  may  as  well  go  along  and  open  it."  I  went  along 
down  where  they  commenced  cutting  timber,  and  I  said,  *'  You  can- 1  use  that  here, ' 
and  made  an  effort  to  get  them  to  stop  it.  They  said,  "  No ;  we  are  going  to  have  it 
here."    I  said,  **  No,  you  shall  not  do  it." 

Question,  Tell  us  the  facts,  what  was  done  on  that  occasion  which  led  yon^to  suppose 
that  that  had  anything  to  do  with  the  treatment  yon  received  f     jgjtized  by  CjOC 
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Jnawer.  I  only  supposed  it  was  that  grndpfe ;  they  had  not  done  me  any  harm  before. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  he  brought  the  rest  of  them  there  f 

Austrer.  No,  sir.  » I  learned  by  another  man  that  Jim  Branham  went,  as  he  threat- 
ened, forthwith  and  made  report  to  the  Kn-Klnx,  and  the  En-Klux  brought  the  Ijand 
there.    I  am  also  told  that  they  brought  William  Sides,  Charles  Sides,  and  Bob  Sides. 

QuesiiaiK  Who  told  you  this  T 

Ansiccr.  Daniel  Dodson  is  the  man  who  made  the  report  to  me. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  Octoler  90, 187L 

JOHN  D.  POPE  sworn  and  examined : 

The  Chairman.  As  yon  desired  to  have  this  witness  sommoned,  Mr.  Bayard,  yoa 
will  please  begin  his  examination. 

Mr.  Bayard.  I  have  no  objection  to  examining  him ;  but  I  took  it  for  granted  that 
the  committee  would  desire  to  examine  a  man  in  nis  position. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  is  your  official  position  f 

Answer.  I  am  the  United  States  attorney  for  Georgia. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  held  that  pnosition  f 

Answer,  About  a  year;  I  cannot  tell  precisely  now. 

Qnestion,  Were  you  a  practicing  lawyer  before  that  time  t 

Answer,  I  was. 

Question,  For  how  long  t 

Answer,  From  the  year  1860. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  the  State  of  Georgia? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  bom  within  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  of  this  city. 

Question.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  making  examinations  in  this  city  in  relation  to 
outrages  upon  individuals  by  bands  of  disguised  men  f  ^ 

Anstcer,  No  further  than  my  official  duty  made  it  necessary. 

Question.  Have  you  presented  any  indictment  at  the  present  term  of  the  court  to  the 
grand  jury  f 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question,  What  number  of  indictments  have  been  found  f 

Answer,  I  think  indictments  are  now  pending  against  thirty  person^,  found  at  this 
last  term.  Some  of  the  indictments  embraced  several  names.  There  are  not  thirfy 
separate  indictments,  but  there  are  bills  against  thirty  or  thirty-one  persons. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  alleged  offenses  for  which  indictments 
have  been  found  f 

Anstcer,  These  are  not  all  the  bills  found  at  this  term,  but  they  are  the  bills  fbnnd 
under  what  is  called  the  enforcement  act. 

Question.  There  are  no  others  affecting  the  peace  of  the  county  or  State  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  those  indictments  that  you  speak  of  for  acts  of  violence  against  per- 
sons and  property  f 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Thej^  have  been  found  under  the  late  law  of  Congress  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  cognizant  of  the  case  of  Henry  Lowther,  the  colored  man  Tvto 
was  castrated  T 

Anmcer,  I  know  nothing  about  it  except  his  story. 

Question,  Did  he  state  the  circumstances  to  vou  f 

Anetcer,  He  did.  But  he  is  not  a  resident  of  the  northehi  district,  and  tberefofe  lie 
did  not  go  before  the  jury.  He  lives  in  the  southern  district,  and  I  did  not  t:^  hla 
hei9te  the  grand  jury. 

Question,  Why  nott 

Anstcer.  Because  he  lives  in  the  southern  distsict. 

Question,  The  question  of  local  jurisdiction  prevented  you  flrom  taking  cognizance 
of  it! 

Anstjoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion,  In  the  course  of  your  business  here  have  you  fbnnd  any  obstruction  in  flW 
processes  of  your  courts  in  respect  tu  summoning  witnesses  and  making  arrests T 

Answer,  I  can  answer  that  question  only  from  information.  I  remain  nere,  and  ^ 
cess  is  sent  out  to  different  portions  of  the  State. 

Question,  What  have  yon  found  to  be  the  case  f 

Anstcer.  It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  in  one  place,  in  one  portion  of  this  dtefcrf<^ 
there  has  been  a  disposition  to  prevent  people  from  coming  here  as  witoeaaeft.    There 
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WftB  a  bill  found  against  one  man,  charging  bim  with -preventing  witnesses  from  coming 
here,  with  threat-enin^  them  if  they  came.    The  man  was  acquitted. 

QnettUm,  He  was  tried  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  did  not  have  all  the  testimony  which  I  had  afterward. 

QucBUon,  Have  you  any  difficulty  in  procuring  convictions  upon  reasonable,  proper 
testimony  f 

Answer,  1  think  the  jury  of  this  court  has  been  governed  by  the  law  as  given  in 
charge  by  the  court.    I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

Question,  What  is  the  condition  of  your  community  for  peace  and  good  order  T 

Answer.  I  must  si)eak  in  regard  to  the  country  where  I  visit.  I  do  not  go  in  many 
portions  of  the  northern  district.  I  attend  court  here  and  in  Savunuali.  And  then  I 
nave  my  private  practice,  which  is  mostly  confined  to  this  county.  I  think  this  neigh- 
borfaood  is  as  peaceable  as  almost  any  place  you  could  find.  None  of  the  cases  under. 
the  enforcement  act  arise  in  this  county,  and  I  believe  very  few  in  any  county  near 
this  place.  Perhaps  three  or  tour  in  the  next  county.  The  most  of  them  are  from  fifty 
to  a  hundred  miles  off. 

Question,  When  will  these  cases  come  up  for  trial  ? 

Answer.  In  March,  1^2. 

QuesUon.  Have  parties  been  arrested  under  these  indictments  f 

Answer^  No,  sir ;  some  of  them  had  previously  been  arrested  under  commissioners' 
varrants. 

Question.  And  held  to  bail  t 

Answer,  A  few  of  them  had  been. 

Question.  Are  they  all  now  under  bail?    i 

Answer.  They  are  not.  8ome  of  them  have  not  been  arrested  at  all;  the  majority, 
of  them  have  not  been. 

^e9<um.  Warrants  have  been  issued  for  their  arrest? 

Answer.  Not  yet ;.  the  bills  were  found  in  the  court  only  yesterday  evening. 

Question,  Have  you,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  as  district  attorney,  failed  to 
procure  convictions  where  the  testimony  has  reasonably  warranted  convictions,  in  your 
opinion?  « 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  say  I  have  not  failed  in  an  unusual  manner. 

Question.  Do  you  practice  as  a  lawyer  in  other  courts  besides  the  United  States 
coorts? 

Answer.  I  do. 

QuesHon,  Is  there  a  general  obedience  to  the  laws  throughout  the  community  where 
you  practice  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  is  what  4pfre  consider  here  a  reasonable  obedience ;  of  course 
there  are  many  violations  of  law. 

QuesiMn.  As  there  are  anywhere  else  ? 

AMSwer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  not  practiced  in  any  of  the  remote  counties. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  counties  in  which  you  have  practiced. 

Answer,  1  have  answered  that  question.  I  think  there  are  the  usual  number  of  vio- 
lations of  law. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  of  any  combinations  to  resist  the  execution  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  I  could  only  speak  from  hearsay. 

QuesHon,  Have  you  au^v  official  knowledge  of  it?. 

Answer.  If  1  have  any  it  is  the  reports  brought  to  me  in  my  official  character.  I  have 
not  had  any  report  of  resistance  to  the  process  of  this  court,  except  in  one  locality  in 
the  northern  district  of  Georgia.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  section— a 
county  or  a  part  of  a  county — where  witnesses  cannot  easily  be  obtaiued. 

Question,  In  a  portion  of  one  couuty  ? 

Answer.  It  may  be  in  portions  of  two  counties;  I  do  not  know  how  much  tenitory 
that  embraced. 

Qiustion.  Is  your  knowledge  of  any  combinations  to  obstruct  the  execution  of  the 
law  confined  to  the  facts  you  have  stated ;  is  that  all  the  information  you  have  upon 
Uie  subject  ?  • 

Anstcer,  1  think  it  is. 

Question,  In  the  case  of  Henry  Lowther,  the  facts  of  which  you  have  heard,  would 
there  be  any  difficulty,  if  that  case  had  been  within  your  district,  to  arrest  and  bring 
to  trial  the  men  whom  he  charges  with  having  committed  that  o£fense  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  that,  upon  the  testimony  of  that  one  man,  I  could  convict 
them  in  any  court ;  I  do  not  know  what  other  witnesses  could  be  found. 

Qnestion,  I  am  asking  about  arresting  them  and  bringing  them  to  trial  ? 

Answer,  You  know  we  must  first  call  a  grand  jury,  wmch  will  find  a  bill.  My  experi- 
ence has  been  that  upon  the  testimony  of  one  man  of  his  social  position,  in  a  case  of 
that  kind,  a  erand  jury  would  hardly  find  a  bill.  ^  t 

Question,  Unless  corroborated  by  other  oircumstances  and  fiwtsfgitized  by  VjOOQIC* 

24  a 
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Antwer,  Tes,  sir;  none  of  those  bills  foaDd  hero  under  the  enforcemeDt  aci»  I  think, 
have  been  found  upon  the  testimony  of  one  witness. 

QuGtUoH,  Snppose  that  this  man  was  sustained  by  other  witnesses  as  to  tbo  auun 
portions  of  his  story ;  would  there  then  be  any  difficulty  in  bringing  the  parties  to  ti^ 
niider  the  present  laws  of  the  United  States,  before  this  district  court,  if  he  liad  lived 
in  yoor  district  instead  of  the  adjoining  district  f 

Answer.  If  he  had  lived  in  this  distnct,  and  I  had  had  other  witnesses  to  identify 
the  parties  who  committed  the  offense — there  is  the  difficulty,  the  identification  4^  the 
parties.  The  jury  would  not  doubt  that  the  outrage  had  been  committed ;  and  if  I 
had  had  witnesses  to  identify  the  parties,  of  course  they  could  have  been  brooght  to 
trial. 

Queation.  Do  yon  believe,  further,  that  if  there  was  reasonable  corroborative  proof  of 
this  offense  the  offenders  could  be  convicted  and  pnnished  in  your  courts  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  might  if  the  proof  was  undoubted.  In  a  case  like  tbnt  it 
would  require  good  proof,  strong  proof,  to  produce  conviction ;  for  the  reason  thnt  the 
men  who  were  charged  with  it  are  men  of  iniiuence,  and  frec^uently  the'wttneeaes  are 
not.    I  do  not  think  that  this  one  man's  testimony  could  convict  them. 

QueBtUm,  Alone  and  unassisted  by  other  witnesses  f 

Ansxcer,  I  think  not.  If  there  was  undoubted  proof  I  think  the  jury  would  find  a 
verdict. 

QusBtum,  In  your  opinion,  fbom  your  experience  of  juries  summoned  liere,  do  the  grand 
and  petit  Juries  form  a  fair  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  offenses  of  this  kind,  both  in  jns- 
tioe  to  the  public  and  to  the  defendants  f 

Answer,  I  have  never  brought  a  case  to  trial  before  a  jury  of  this  court.  Bnt  my 
opinion  is  that  in  this  court  there  would  be  a  reasonable  prospect  of  a  lair  trial ;  I  havie 
no  reason  to  doubt  that. 

QwntUm,  You  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  justice  would  be  done  f 

Ansiwer,  No,  sir;  if  satisfactory  proof  could  be  made.  -  Very  frequency  there  ma^  be 
cases  where  the  parties  ought  to  be  convicted,  and  there  may  not  be  proof  sufficient  t» 
convict  them. 

Qwesiien,  Would  you,  as  a  prosecuting  officer,  ask  a  jury  to  convict  a  man  withoot 
competent  pruof  f 

Answer,  I  never  do  so  unless  I  make  a  mistake. 

QnesUon,  If  the  proof  in  this  ease  was  what  you  wonld  consider  as  reasonably  oom- 
petent  proof,  yon  would  expect  a  conviction  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  My  object  in  asking  these  (questions  is  to  ascertain  whether,  in  your  opinian, 
th^  would  be  a  iailure  to  obtain  justice  before  your  c#irtsf 

Answer,  I  will  tell  the  truth,  as  near  as  I  can ;  I  have  to  hesitate  somewhat  In  my 
answers,  for  the  purpose  of  reflecting.  In  all  counties,  wherever  a  roan  in  hombto 
position  makes  a  charge  against  a  man  of  standing  there  is  some  difficulty  is  obtaining 
a  conviction ;  it  would  require  strouger  proof  than  it  would  if  the  position  of  the  parties 
were  reversed ;  I  suppose  that  would  be  true  in  any  community.  If  this  case  of  Low* 
ther  were  to  come  up,  we  wonld  have  to  have  very  full  proof  of  the  identity  of  the 
parties  to  produce  conviction.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  not  true  of  any  oommnniiy. 
1  think  a  great  many  men  get  off  in  this  country  that  are  guilty,  but  I  suppose  thatii 
the  case  in  all  countries. 

QwestUm,  Have  you  any  reason  to  snppose  there  is  more  evasion  of  justice  beretlUtn 
elsewhere  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  whenever  a  man  is  tried,  the  court  says  to  the  jury  that  if  ^ere  is 
any  donbt  the  man  should  be  acquitted. 

Qwssiiim,  That  is  the  universal  rule  wherever  the  common  law  is  recognized? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  of  the  case  in  Bartow  County,  within  the  latl  two 
months,  of  the  trial  and  conviction  of  two  white  men  for  the  murder  of  a  negro  f 

Answer.  1  heard  of  the  trial,  I  think ;  but  I  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  wluit  was  the 
result  of  it. 

Question,  And  that  they  have  been  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  life  T 

Answer,  It  is  very  likely  that  result  has  taken  place.  I  have  heard  of  the  trinl,  bat 
I  have  not  been  in  that  county.  I  would  say  that  the  juries  we  have  here  are  as  gssi 
as  the  average.    Of  course  my  experience  is  confined  to  this  Stat-e. 

Question,  Do  I  understand  you  to  say,  in  speaking  of  the  relative  positions  of  the 
parties^  that  in  this  case  a  difficulty  of  conviction  would  arise  an v  further  than,  when 
men  ot  known  position  and  character  in  the  community  were  charged  with  beuwos 
crimes,  that  their  good  character  would  require  strouger  proofe  to  overbalance  the  pn- 
sumption  of  innocence  f 

Answer.  Well,  my  opinion  is  that  in  regard  to  the  offenses  under  the  enforcement  net, 
on  account  of  public  opinion,  more  prooi  would  be  required  in  order-to  prodnee  eonvlfr- 
tion  than  would  be  required  in  other  cases.    -  jigitized  by  LjOC 
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QnmUon,'  That  not  odIt  would  the  character  of  the  parties  have  its  inflaence,  hut  the 
nature  of  the  cases  woald  have  some  inflnence  1 

Anncw.  I  think  I  have  observed  that,  so  far  as  my  investigations  have  gone. 

QvestUm.  These  indictments  obtained  at  the  present  term  are  the  first  which  yon  have 
sent  np  under  the  new  law  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QwettUnL  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  having  true  bills  found  in  those  cases  f 

Atmw^.  No,  sir. 

Qmitkm.  No  more  than  in  other  cases  f 

Amtwer.  Well,  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  that  question.  I  introduced  my  testi- 
mony to  the  jury,  and  then  retired.  There  is  no  difficalty  in  any  cose,  so  far  as  my 
connection  with  the  prosecution  is  concerned,  further  than  that  they  ignored  some  of 
the  bills  where  there  was  considerable  proof.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  on  account  of 
tiie  nature  of  the  offense  charged.    They  found  a  reasonable  number  of  bills,  I  think. 

QuettUm,  And  without  any  aifficnltyf 

Aiuwer.  Without  any  difficulty  that  I  know  of. 

QuesiUm,  Do  you  believe  there  is  a  disposition  throughout  your  community  to  obey 
the  law  and  execute  its  provisions  f 

Anstoer,  I  think  there  is  with  a  great  majority  of  the  people. 
-  Question,  I  presume  there  is  a  lawless  portion  in  every  community  f 

Anmoer,  I  suppose  so.  • 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  is  larger  in  this  community  than  in  other  communities, 
upon  the  average  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  the  proportion  is  in  other  communities.  I  should  think 
there  was  not  much  more  here  than  in  other  communities ;  though  I  do  not  know  alM>ut 
that. 

Question,  I  ask  you,  as  a  prosecuting  officer,  a  member  of  the  bar,  and  a  citizen 
of  the  State,  whether  you  consider  that  life  and  property  are  reasonably  secure  under 
the  laws  of  i^eorgia  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  they  now  exist  f 

Answer,  In  most  sections  of  the  State  I  would  say  that  they  were.  I  think,  however, 
that  there  is  not  as  much  security  in  some  places  as  in  others ;  I  infer  that  firom  re- 
port. 

Question.  Be  kind  enough  to  designate  those  points  to  which  you  refer. 

Answer,  Well,  these  indictments  are  against  parties  in  Haralson,  Gwinnett,  Walton, 
and  Floyd  Counties.  I  would  not  say  that  in  all  of  those  counties  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  insecurity ;  I  do  not  know  about  that.  Yon  know,  a  bill  might  be  found  upon 
one  ieolatei^cl.  I  have  not  heard  of  many  acts  of  violence  in  Walton  or  Floyd  Coun- 
ties. • 

Question.  Although  you  are  unable  to  indnde  the  wholeof  the  counties  named  by  you 
in  the  charge  of  bemg  in  an  insecure  condition,  do  you  include  the  rest  of  the  State  as 
being  secure  f 

Answer,  Do  you  mean,  do  I  say  that  the  rest  of  the  State  is  quiet,  and  that  life  and 
property  are  secure  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  I  cannot  answer,  except  from  rumor,  because  a  great  portion  of  the  Stated  I 
have  not  been  in  for  years. 

Question,  Then,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  and  information  extends,  what  do  you  say  f 

Anstior,  The  information  I  obtained  from  certain  localities  is  conflicting ;  I  do  not 
know  what  the  truth  is,  not  having  been  to  those  counties.  I  hear  some  men  make  one 
statement  and  others  deny  it ;  I  do  not  know  what  the  trnth  is. 

Question,  Our  object  is— it  is  mine,  certaiuljr,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  object  of  this  sub* 
committee— to  ascertain  the  condition  of  afiGeurs  in  the  several  States,  in  Georgia  among 
others.  As  you  are  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  a  gentleman  of  position,  a  member  of 
Oiie  of  the  learned  professions,  a  practicing  lawyer,  to  whom  from  your  position  most  of 
these  circumstances  would  necessarily  be  made  known,  I  have  thought  that  you  would 
he  enabled  to  give  us  an  opinion  founded  upon  knowledge  of  the  foots  relative  to  this 
subject.  For  that  reason  I  have  asked  these  questions  of  you,  having  suggested  that 
you  should  be  called  before  the  committee. 

Answer.  I  can  give  you  an  opinion,  but  I  cannot  swear  to  facts  outside  of  my  own 
knowledge,  which  is  confined  to  certain  localities.  My  opinion  is  that  nearly  all  of 
the  State  is  peaceable  and  orderly,  but  not  all  of  it. 

QuestUm,  Do  yon  believe  the  evils  that  exist  are  within  the  remedy  of  the  State  laws 
and  authorities  f 

Answer,  To  a  certain  extent  they  are.  I  do  not  think  any  evil  is  entirely  within  the 
ooQtrol  of  State  and  Federal  courts  here  or  anywhere  else.  I  think  they  can  only  keep 
crime  down^ot  extinguislrit. 

QuesHon,  Do  you  consider  the  laws  and  authorities  of  this  State  are  sufficient  to 
remedy  the  evils  which  you  say  exist  in  certain  portions  of  it  f  C^r^r\n]c> 

Answer,  In  some  degree  they  are.         ^  gi^ized  by  VjUU^  IV^  • 

Question,  Are  they  so  in  the  average  degree  of  human  legislation  f 
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Answer,  1  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  they  are  not ;  I  do  not  knoir  that  they  Are 
not.  I  have  my  doabts  as  to  some  localities  in  the  State,  to  be  candid  with  yon, 
speaking  now  from  the  information  I  have  derived  from  others.  I  think,  however, 
that  in  nearly  all  tlie  counties  the  State  laws  and  the  State  courts  will  be  sufficient  to 
presei-ve  order. 

Qtteation.  And  to  punish  offenses  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir;  and  to  protect  life  and  property. 

Queittion.  Do  you  know  John  L.  Coley  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  hefore  the  grand  jury. 

Quesiiofi.  Were  iudictments  found  against  any  one  upon  his  testimony  T  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  combined  with  other  testimony,  bills  were  found  against  ten  men. 

Question.  Eclating  to  the  outrage  inflicted  upon  his  person  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Under  those  indictments  those  parties  will  be  brought  to  trial  t 

Answer.  If  they  can  be  arrested. 

Qwestion.  Do  vou  anticipate  any  difficulty  at  all  in  brin^^g  them  to  trial f 

Answer.  You  know  that  men  sometimes  attempt  to  avoid  arrest. 

Question.  Do  you  anticipate  any  difficulty,  except  in  that  way  f 

Answer.  O  no,  sir. 

Question.  Their  only  means  of  avoiding  arrest  is  to  escape  f 

Ajmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  marshal  has  found  it  necessary  to  call  in  military 
aid  to  assist  him  in  making  arrests  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  has. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  been  obliged  to  make  arrests  clandestinely, 
80  to  speak,  or  whether  he  can  go  in  open  day  and  arrest  men  f 

Anstcer.  Sometimes  they  go  in  the  night.  I  think  they  told  me  that,  in  some  places, 
they  would  not  be  safe  without  some  force  with  them. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 
Question.  Is  that  in  cases  growing  out  of  a  violation  of  the  internal  revenue  laws  in 
distilling  cases  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Those  are  the  cases  you  refer  to  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    We  have  not  sent  out  warrants  in  these  last  cases. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Have  you  seen  an^  disposition,  either  in  the  State  tribunala  or  in  your  own 
court,  to  treat  these*  prosecutions  under  the  enforcement  act  as  political  in  their  cfaar* 
acter? 

Anstcer.  Some  people  regard  them  as  political  in  their  character;  others  do  not. 

Qwestion.  Has  there  been  any  greater  hesitation  in  iinding  bills  or  bringing  in  verdictB 
in  those  cases  than  in  ordinary  criminal  cases  f 

Answer.  None  of  those  cases  have  been  tried. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  attempt  to  bring  any  of  the  so-oalled  Kn-Eluz  cas^ 
^fore  the  State  tribunals? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  some. 

Question.  Have  vou  ever  known  a  case  for  any  of  these  ipjuries,  or  personal  violeace, 
by  what  are  popularly  called  the  Ku-Kinx,  to  be  successfully  prosecuted  to  couvio^on 
and  pnhishmentf 

Answer.  I  have  heard'lhat  some  were,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  In  what  counties  f 

Answer.  In  Chattooga  County,  I  think.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  case  in  Bartow 
County  is  of  that  character  pr  not ;  I  do  not  know  anytning  about  it. 

Question.  What  information  have  yon  of  the  existence  and  operations  of  t^is  seerst 
organization  called  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  except  from  hearsay.  I  have  heard  witnesses  here  tes^ 
on  the  subject  before  the  grand  jnry,  but  their  testimony  has  been  conHned  to  particu- 
lar acts,  which  they  witnessed,  by  bands  of  men.  The  extent  of  the  orgunizatiou,  if 
there  is  such  a  one,  they  do  not  pretend  to  know.  They  have  only  testinod  to  what 
Awts  they  are  personaUy  co^izant  of. 

Question.  You  have  been  living  here  all  your  life,  as  I  understand  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  ago  did  you  first  hear  of  the  existence  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Kn-Klux  organization  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  of  it  before  the  year  1868. 

Question.  In  how  lar^  a  portion  or  the  State  is  that  organization  popularly  suppoa^ 
to  exist  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  ^ 
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Qu<^Uon,  From  all  the  ioformatioD  you  have  obtained,  from  all  the  means  you  have 
of  forming  an  opinion  about  it,  what  do  you    suppose  yourself  is  the  extent  of  the 
*  organization  f 

Answer,  From  the  statement  of  witnesses  that  have  been  here 

Question,  1  do  not  confine  my  question  to  that,  but  I  refer  to  every  means  of  informa- 
tion which  you  have. 

Anatoer.  Well,  nearly  all  that  I  know  is  from  these  witnesses.  I  have  had  witnesses 
here  fix)m  the  greater  portion  of  the  northern  district — I  mean  from  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  it.  I  attach  more  impottauce  to  what  thev  testify  than  I  do  to  any  mere  rumors 
.that  I. hear  outside.  I  have  examined  witnesses  from  several  counties  in  the  northern 
district.  From  their  testimony  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  those  counties  there  have  been 
bands  of  disguised  men.  The  extent  of  the  organization  I  know  nothing  of,  neither 
do  they.  They  testify  to  those  bands  coming  on  them  at  diflferent  times,  and  to  what 
they  have  done. 

Question,  Is  there  such  a  general  similarity  in  their  operations  as  to  justify  the  belief 
in  a  community  of  purpose  on  their  part,  the  belief  that  these  different  bands  are  part>8 
of  one  whole  organization  ;  in  other  words,  that  the  Kn-Klux  organization  is  one  or* 
ganization,  which  manifests  itself  at  different  points  f 

Anslter,  I  have  no  means  of  forming^  any  reliable  opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  a  general 
organization  or  not.  All  I  have  heard  is  in  regard  to  particular  acts  done  in  certain 
places. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  tone  of  the  press  in  this  State  in  regard  to  the  Ku-Klux 
organization  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  press  of  the  State  now  is  almost  universal  in  its  coudemnation 
of  it. 

Question.  Has  it  been  so  all  the  timef 

Answer,  There  have  been  very  few  exceptions;  jf  any. 

Question.  Haa  there  been  any  denial  of  the  existence  of  the  organization  f 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  portion  of  the  press  has  denied  the  existence  of  the  organization  f 

Answer,  Well,  nearly  all  the  press  in  this  State  is  democratic. 

QuesUon.  Does  any  portion  of  your  press  stUl  deny  the  existence  of  this  organiza- 
tion f 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  have  not  read  a  great  deal  upon  that  point  in  the  newspapers ; 
I  have  not  seen  that  question  discussed,  as  to  whether  it  was  a  general  organization  or 
not.    I  do  not  myself  know  of  any  general  organization. 

Question.  I  do  not  suppose  that  you  know,  from  personal  knowledge,  of  any  organiza- 
tion of  the  kind  f 

Answer.  N0|  sir ;  only  so  &r  as  I  have  ascertained  what  they  have  done  in  certain 
plaoes. 

Question.  The  complaints  which  have  come  to  your  official  knowledge  have  been 
principally  from  the  four  counties  you  have  named  f 

Answer.  Complaints  have  come  from  other  oounties,  but  no  bills  have  been  found. 

Qti«9/um.  What  other  counties  f 

Answer,  From  Jackson  and  White  Counties. 

(tsestion.  Are  the  commissioners  throughout  this  district  pretty  much  appointed  f 

Answer.  United  States  commissioners  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Ansteer.  No^  sir. 

QmesUon*  How  many  are  there  T 

Answer.  I  can  think  of  but  four  now ;  three  here  and  one  at  Dalton,  perhaps. 
There  may  be  others,  but  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  inform  myself  upon  that  point. 

Question.  Has  there  been  much  resistance  to  the  internal  revenue  laws  f 

Answer.  In  many  of  the  rural  sections  there  is  a  great  disposition  to  evade  the  rev- 
enue laws.  I  think  there  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  indictments 
DOW  pending  here  against  parties  in  tnis  district  for  violations  of  the  revenue  laws, 
Bearly  all  for  illicit  distilling. 

QuistUm.  To  what  portions  of  the  district  do  those  indictments  relate  f 

Answer.  Mainly  to  the  northern  portion,  but  some  to  all  parts.  There  is  a  great  dis- 
position amonc  the  country  people  in  North  Georgia  to  distill,  without  leave  or  license. 
it  is  an  old  habit,  and  they  are  not  inclined  to  bi^ak  it  off. 

Qtcesfum.  You  have  been  asked  in  regard  to  this  case  of  Lowther.  Have  yon  mads 
a  sufficient  examination  of  the  case  to  be  able  to  state  whether  the  account  which  he 
gives  is  reliable  or  otherwise  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  means  of  testing  the  truth  of  his  report. 

(^^esUion.  Yon  were  not  acquainted  with  him  until  you  saw  him  here  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  :  Digi,i,ed  by  Goosle 

Question.  I  understood  yon  to  sav  that  there  were  a  number  of  complaints  before 
your  late  grand  Jury  upon  which  bills  were  not  found  f 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QttestiotL  About  how  many  f 

Answer,  Do  yoa  mean  against  how  many  persons  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember  precisely ;  I  suppose  Irom  thirty  to  fifty. 

Question.  You  say  there  are  portions  of  the  8t>ate  where  perfect  order  does  not  pre- 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

(^i^iion.  Do  yon  understand  that  those  disorders  are  what  are  generally  understood 
as  Ku-Klux  disorders  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  refer  to  that  class  of  disorders. 

Question.  Next  after  violatioQS  of  revenue  laws,  have  you  had  any  such  number  of 
complaints  in  relation  to  other  matters  as  you  have  had  for  cases  of  personal  violence, 
or  what  are  popularly  known  as  Ku-Klux  outrages  f 

Ansvser.  No,  sir :  indictments  upon  other  grounds  are  not  very  numerous. 

Question.  And  the  evidence  in  those  cases  shows  that  those  acts  are  committed  by 
bodies  of  men  aj^parently  acting  in  concert  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayabd  :  * 

Quesiion.  In  the  cases  of  those  violations  of  the  peace  which  are  known  afl  Kn-ffinx 
operations  or  outrages,  have  you  been  able  to  trace  any  political  character  in  them,  or 
are  they  anything  more  than  the  usual  disturbances  which  occur  in  communities  f 

Answer.  In  White  and  Habersham  Counties,  if  there  is  any  organization,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  it  is  for  the  protection  of  distillers,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making 
war  upon  everybody  who  tries  to  bring  them  to  justice.  In  Haralson  County,  where  a 
number  of  bi}ls  have  been  found,  they  have  had  considerable  political  excitement 
They  have  had  receirfly  there  an  election  for  a  member  of  the  lower  honse,  on  account 
of  a  tie  in  the  regular  election.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  on  account  of  political 
excitement  there  or  not  that  they  have  made  these  visits  to  people's  houses  and  whipped 
them. 

Quesiion.  Do  you  remember  the  case  of  Mr.  Coley  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  they  whipped  him  for. 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  are  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  members  of  one 
political  party  and  the  victims  members  of  the  other  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  majority  of  those  who  have  been  assaulted  have  claimed  to 
be  members  of  the  republican  party. 

Quesiion.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  democrat  being  assaulted  by  the  Ku-Klnxt 

Answer,  There  was  one  man  before  the  jury  who  said  he  was  assaulted,  and  he  claimed 
to  be  neutral. 

Question,  For  what  was  he  assaulted  f  • 

Answer.  He  said  it  was  because  they  had  alarmed  some  of  the  freedmen  that  he  had 
hired  and  were  about  to  break  up  his  farming  operations,  and  he  had  been  nsing  some 
pretty  strong  lan^age  in  regard  to  them. 

Question.  They  had  been  whipping  his  men  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  whipped  them  j  they  had  alarmed  them. 

Question.  He  had  been  condemning  the  Ku-Klux,  and  said  that  he  was  neutral  in 
politics  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  not  ask  very  many  witnesses  what  their  politics  were.  The 
most  of  those  who  have  been  whipped  w6re  negroes;  but  several  white  men  have  be«i 
beaten. 

Quesiion.  Your  information  in  regard  to  the  matter  is  very  limited.  Either  nothing 
of  the  sort  has  occurred  about  you,  or  you  have  very  little  knowledge  of  it  f 

Answer.  Nothing  of  the  kind  has  taken  place  near  this  city.    These  occnrreno«  take 

Elace  in  the  thinly-settled  portions  of  the  State.  Haralson  County  is  sixty  miles  from 
ere;  White  County  is  farther  off;  Jackson  County  is  forty  miles  oflT;  and  I  suppose 
that  Walton  County  is  still  farther  distant.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  personally 
many  of  these  things.  I  am  telling  you  what  I  have  learned  here  from  the  witnesses 
brought  from  those  sections. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Quesiion.  Were  you  a  judge  of  a  State  court  before  yoa  were  i^pointod  to  the  posi- 
tion of  United  States  district  attorney  f 

Answer.  I  was  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  this  circuit,  the  eircnit  inclndiBg  At- 
lanta, previous  to  the  3d  of  July,  1870,  when  I  resigned.  After  Mr.  Akerman  was  made 
Attorney  General  I  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  United  States  district  attotaey* 
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Atlanta,  Georgia,  Ootoher  21, 1871. 
MABT  BROWN  (colored)  awom  and  examined. 

BytheCHAiBMAN: 
QuesHon,  State  yonr  a^e,  where  you  were  born,  and  where  you  now  live. 
Anstoer,  I  do  not  know  my  age ;  I  was  bom  in  White  Couuty,  Georgia,  and  I  now 
live  there. 
Question.  When  did  you  come  from  that  county  heref 
Answer,  I  came  down  on  Wednesday  mominc  last. 
Question.  For  what  did  you  come  down  here  f 
Ansfcer.  To  give  evidence  against  the  Kn-Klux. 
Question.  What  evidence  did  yon  come  to  give  in  resard  to  them  t 
Answer.  I  came  to  give  evidence  of  how  they  treated  me. 
Question^  Toll  us  all  about  it. 

Answer.  They  came  to  my  house  on  Snnday  morning,  the  2l8t  of  May ;  it  was  be- 
tweeu  two  and  a  half  and  three  hours  before  day  that  they  came.    They  came  up  to 
the  house  with  a  dreadful  noise ;  for  a  few  minutes  I  hardly  knew  how  I  did  feel.  After 
they  broke  the  doors  open  and  came  in  I  got  over  my  scare,  for  I  said  to  myself  "  I  have 
not  done  anything ;  I  have  not  stolen  anything,  or  murdered  anybody ;  so  I  will  not 
be  scared."    They  took  my  mother  out  first,  and  asked  her  where  1  was :  she  told  them 
I  was  in  the  honse.  They  said  :  "  Make  up  a  light ;  we  are  going  to  kill  her."    She 
asked  them  '*  What  for?^'  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  speak  to  ner  and  tell  her  to  bu»h, 
for  I  wanted  to  hear  what  it  was  for.    They  took  Joe  out  of  the  house  (he  is  my  hus- 
band) and  stripped  him  naked  and  whipped  him  terribly  ;  they  beat  him  with  very 
large   cane-poles,    as   large    as   any   of  these  chair-ronnds   here.     There    were   a 
couple  of  new   noes  sitting  in  the   yard,  and  they   broke   one   handle   over   his 
head.    They  then  put  a  chain  around  his  neck.    I  was   the  last  one  they  took 
out  of  the  house.  They  just  dragged   me   out   iu  my  night-clothes.   They  said: 
''What   is   that   you    are  going  down   to  Atlanta  to  swear  about f      Tell  us  all 
about  it ;  what  men  are  those  you  saw  V*    I  said,  **  Hold  on ;  I   cannot  talk  to 
about  forty  of  you ;  give  me  time,  and   I  will   talk."    They  said,  "  We   are   not 
going  to  hold  on  at  all :  we  are  going  to  kill  you."    I  said,  "I  hope  you  will  not 
kill  me ;  spare  my  life."    He  saio,  "  I  do  not  know  whether  we  will  or  not."    They 
threw  me  aown  on  my  face,  stripped  my  clothes  up  over  my  head,  and  gave  me  about 
twenty-five  licks  before  thejjlet  me  up.    Th^  then  jerked  me  up,  and  said,  "Now  toll 
us  who  are  those  you  are  going  to  swear  against."    I  said,  "  I  will  tell  you;  I  did  n<it 
know  I  was  going  to  swear  to  any  one."    They  said,  "We  heard  you  was."     I  said. 
"  You  can't  prove  it."    They  said,  "  We  can  prove  it."    Said  I,  "  Prove  it;  that  is  all 
you  have  got  to  do."    They  said,  "  We  can  prove  it."    Said  I,  "  I  would  like  to  see  jou." 
There  was  one  fellow  there,  a  close  neighbor  to  ns,  of  the  name  of  Coleman  Alley :  he 
ran  up  and  struck  me  on  the  head  with  a  pistol,  and  said,  "  Don't  dispute  my  word;  a 
white  woman  told  me  all  about  yourjgoing  to  swear."    I  said,  "  8he  told  you  more  than 
I  know,  then."    Two  fellows,  Isaac  Oakes  and  Dick  Palmer,  come  up  and  said,  "  Now, 
Mary,  just  tell  us  what  you  know,  and  you  shall  not  be  hurt."    I  said,  "  No  difference,  I 
thank  you  ;  I  do  not  care,  fori  have  been  three-thirds  killed  now.  I  am  going  to  tell  the 
truth  if  I  am  shot  down  the  next  minute."  They  said,  "  What  individuals  did  you  mei't 
down  the  river  f  *  I  told  them  it  was  Bailey  Smith  and  Frauk  Hancock.  They  said, "  Whei  o 
were  they  going T"    I  told  them  that  I  did  not  know ;  that  I  came  down  the  river  t» 
get  some  cotton  from  a  neighbor- woman,  and  just  as  I  came  back  I  was  pla^iing  a  girl 
Bving  with  me  about  some  dark  black-boy  that  I  told  her  I  had  met    I  did  not  more 
than  get  down  ih  my  chair  till  I  heard  both  guns  go  off,  and  I  could  hear  the  women- 
folks noUoing.      Next  morning,  dbout  10  o'clock,  her  sister  came  down  and  said  Mr. 
Caaon  was  killed.    But  I  did  not  tell  anything  about  that  until  they  came  round 
The^  said  they  came«to  whip  me  about  that ;  that  they  heard  I  was  going  to  swear  it. 
I  said  I  had  not  told  any  person.    They  said  I  was  the  only  evidence  against  him ;  that 
he  knefr  that  I  knew  him  when  I  met  him  in  the  field,  for  he  got  about  four  corn-rows 
from  me  and  stooped  down.    Hancock  says,  "  Who  is  thatf  "    He  says,  "That's  Mary 
Brown ;"  and  he  turned  round  and  looked  at  me  very  hard,  and  I  looked  at  him,  too. 
Question.  Did  they  whip  you  any  more  that  night  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  cut  me  all  to  pieces ;  they  left  great  marks  on  me ;  I  could 
not  sit  up  for  about  three  weeks  after  that  After  they  got  done  with  me  everything 
I  had  on  they  stripped  off;  rshook  with  cold  forubout  four  days.  After  they  got  done 
with  me  Oakes  and  two  boys,  Albert  Hendersou  and  Henry  Henderson,  came  up 
with  a  rope.  They  had  a  chain  around  my  neck,  and  they  drew  on  it  until  they 
choked  mo  so  that  I  fainted.  Some  of  them  said, "  Boys,  that's  enough ;  cfon't  do  that ; 
thaf  8  over  the  law."  They  Jerked  me  up  and  tousled  me  about  until  I  sort  of  came 
to  myself  again.  One  of  them  said,  "  I  would  rather  kill  her  right  now."  Another 
aafd,  "O,  no;  she  hasn't  done  anything ;  let's  not  kill  her."  Some  of  them  said,  "If 
I  had  known  she  had  not  done  anything  more  I  would  not  have  come;  but  I  allowed 
she  had  done  something."    The  oUier  one  said,  "  That  is  all  we  know."    Then,  oa  the 
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fifth  Simdav  of  October,  a  year  ftffo,  Bailey  Smith,  Frank  HendeTson,  Tom  Cakes, 
Albert  HeudersoD,  and  Honry  HeDoorson  came  on  by  Mrs.  Henderson'a,  and  four  of  ot— 
the  girl  living  with  roe,  my  husband,  myself,  and  another  person-— were  standing  there, 
a  little  apart.     Mrs.  Henderson  said,  *^  Do  yon  know,  Mary,  where  those  men  are 

foingf^'  I  said,  "  No, I  don't;  I  am  sick  now,  and  I  want  to  trade  and  go  home."  8he 
ept  on  askins  me.  I  said, ''  Where  are  they  going  f '  Shf)  said,  *^  They  are  going  to 
kill  Cason.^'  I  said,  "  They  are  not ;  I  ant  going  to  Caaon's  in  a  few  minutes."  She 
said,  "  Don't  go  there;  you  will  be  killed."  I  said,  "Why?"  She  snid,  "  Because  we 
don't  want  any  persons  down  to-day."  In  a  short  haste  of  time,  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  these  men  came  on.  Isaac  Oakes  came  with  his  coat  about  his  shoulders.  He 
beckoned  to  Mrs.  Henderson  to  come  to  him,  and  said,  "  How  long  have  the  boys  been 
gone  f  She  said.  *'  Not  more  than  out  of  sight."  He  says,  "I  don't  want  them  to  do 
uiat  shooting  to-day."  When  she  came  back  I  said,  "  Where  is  Isaac  going?"  She 
said,  "Thev  don't  want  the  boys  to  kill  Cason  to-day ;"  and  then  she  told  me  to  go 
round  the  house  and  draw  .some  beer ;  and  I  went  round  there.  Her  telliug  m6  that 
these  men  were  going  to  kill  that  man,  I  suppose  she  got  afraid  I  would  tell  the 
folks  of  it,  and  she  told  Mr.  Oakes  that  I  was  going  to  swear  about  those  men.  She 
said  that  it  would  be  a  yery  good  idea  to  go  and  give  me  a  light  good  whipping,  or 
scare  me  away  from  the  place:  that  I  ought  to  have  a  clear  whippiug.  She  told  me 
what  she  told  them,  and  said  tnat  it  was  because  she  was  afraid  I  would  teU  it.  • 

Question,  That  is  what  they  whipped  you  fort 

AwsuHT,  That  is  all.  Ton  can  ask  the  whole  county,  and  they  will  tell  yon  that  is  all 
they  had  against  me.  My  meeting  the  two  men  on  Wednesday  evening  was  the  firet 
start  of  it. 

Question,  Were  those  t\^o  men  supposed  to  have  killed  this  Mr.  Cason  f 

Anttoer,  Mr.  Cason  was  a  white  man  and  a  revenue  officer,  and  they  were  soppoeed  to 
have  killed  him. 

Question,  You  had  seen  these  two  men  f 

Answer.  They  were  not  colored:  they  were  as  white  as  you  are;  but  they  had  their 
faces  blacked  and  hair  tangled.  The  reason  I  knew  Smith  was  that  I  worked  for  him 
the  day  before  that.  He  said  he  wanted  his  party  to  Ku-Klux  me  away,  for  I  was  the 
only  evidence  against  them. 

Question,  Were  the  people  who  whipped  yon  disguised  f 

Answer,  Some  of  them  were. 

Question,  How  were  they  disguised  f 

Answer.  One  of  their  faces  tell  off  in  the  yard,  and  I  allowed  to  fetch  it  here,  but  I 
came  off  without  it.  There  was  a  little  strip  of  cloth,  about  seVen  or  eight  inches  wide, 
over  their  face,  and  they  would  raise  it  up  to  spit,  so  that  I  saw  them.  Some  of  them 
feD  off.  Coleman  Alley  did  not  have  on  anything.  Isaac  Oake's  face  fell  off^  and  we 
picked  it  up  the  next  morning. 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  yonr  huebpnd  for  f 

Answer.  Not  anythinj^,  except  because  they  could  not  make  him  vote  the  democratic 
ticket.    I  suppose  that  is  all  they  had  against  him. 

Queetion.  This  was  last  May  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  2l8t  of  last  May. 

Question.  How  many  blows  did  they  strike  you  in  all  f 

Answer.  I  reckon  they  ^ve  me  betwixt  seventy  and  eighty  licks. 

Question.  With  what  did  they  strike  you  f 

Answer.  With  hickory  switches;  they  were  as  large  as  my  thumb,  and  all  the  cane 
part  they  wore  out.  We  found  them  the  next  morning ;  the  ends  of  the  switches  were 
all  fhizzled ;  I  saw  that  before  they  struck  me. 

Question,  How  many  switches  did  you  find  T 

Answer.  We  found  five  hickories  up  by  the  fence,  where  they  had  dropped  them  ip 
Older  to  get  on  their  horses.  •      , 

Questi4m.  Yon  say  they  stripped  yon  entirely  f 

Answer.  They  had  me  there  about  the  yard  as  naked  as  I  was  bom.  « 

ByMr.  Scofield: 
Questi4ni.  How  many  were  there  in  all  that  visited  you  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know :  I  heard  that  there  were  forty  came  to  our  house  that  night; 
bnty  you  know,  I  did  not  know  all  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  they  riding  or  walking? 

Answer.  Most  of  them  walked ;  a  portion  were  riding ;  some  rode  double,  behind  eaoh 
oiher. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  disguised  f 

Answer.  Two  of  the  horses  had  blankets  thrown  over  them.  There  was  the  wont 
aarryinp  on  there  that  ever  you  saw. 

Questum,  Were  any  others  whipped  there  besides  your  husband  and  yourselff 
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Am9¥}€r,  Thej  ffave  the  girl  that  was  Btaying  with  me  five  lioks. 

Queiiion,  Did  uiey  do  aoything  to  your  mother  f 

Antxcer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  rest  they  made  shpw  their  oakedness ;  thoy  did  not  strip  them, 
hut  they  made  them  show  their  Dakedness.  Well,  it  was  the  terriblest  carrying  on  you 
ever  saw ;  they  had  a  powerful  show ;  you  never  beard  the  like. 

Question,  Did  they  do  anything  improper  to  the  girl  except  to  give  her  five  licks  f 

Answer,  They  made  her  show ;  I  do  not  k&ow  that  they  did  anything  else  but  the 
fivelkks. 

QucBiUm,  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  'persons  in  the  neighborhood  that  have  been 
whipped  f 

Anmcer.  They  came  down  to  Mr.  Meadows's,  an  old  black  man  by  the  name  of  Uncle 
Jeff  Meadows;  they  took  him  out  and  hanged  him ;  bis  daughter  foUfwed  on,  and  they 
told  her  to  go  back,  but  she  would  not ;  she  gathered  up  a  Icuce-rnil  and  knocked  one 
of  them  down ;  they  asked  him  afterwards  what  ailed  him  ;  he  said  he  just  got  drunk, 
and  some  fellow  gave  him  a  lick ;  ho  would  not  own  that  the  girl  struck  ^im  at  all, 
but  she  gave  him  an  awful  lick  on  the  temple. 

QuesHofi,  When  was  that  f 

Answer,  Along  in  February. 

Question,  Before  they  whipped  yon  f  ^ 

Answen',  Yes,  sir;  I  never  took  any  particular  notice  of  the  time;  I  cannot  tell  ex- 
actly ;  they  went  to  several  neighbors'  houses  that  nif^ht ;  tbey  came  to  my  house 
twice ;  the  first  time  they  came  they  came  on  Tuesday  night.  I  had  left  my  two  little 
children  there,  eleven  years  and  seven  years  old,  and  had  told  them  I  would  be  back 
that  night.  I  went  to  the  gold  mine  to  get  some  money  that  was  owed  me.  I  staid  at 
my  sister's  that  night,  and  I  said  to  her  that  I  had  dreamed  that  the  house  was  afire. 
I  went  home  the  next  day,  and  when  I  got  abont  two  miles  from  home  I  met  the  chiK 
dren,  and  they  said  :  "  Ma,  I  thought  the  Ku-Klux  had  got  you."  They  told  a  dread- 
ful tale ;  but  they  did  not  frighten  the  children,  and  I  allowed  if  it  did  not  frighten 
them  it  shoold  not  fiighten  me.  I  asked  the  children  who  ^they  knew  of  them ;  they 
said  that  Mr.  Alley  ms^o  up  a  light  before  they  came  to  the  house. 

Question,  Was  tJbat  before  they  came  and  whipped  yon  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  told  the  little  boy  to  teil  mo  to  be  sure  and  leave  in  ten  days. 
Some  of  the  neighbors  said  that  I  had  better  not  leave,  that  they  were  only  trying  to 
scare  me  off  because  I  knew  something ;  but  I  felt  very  uneasy  when  night  oame. 

By  Mr.  Bayarp: 
Question,  Have  you  been  examined  before  the  grand  jury  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  came  up  here,  but  I  did  not  tell  them  anything  at  alL 
Question,    You  have  not  made  any  statement  of  these  facts  anywhere  else. 
Answer,  No.  sir. 

Question,  This  is  the  first  time  you  have  stated  your  case  f    . 

Answer,  Foi:  about  nine  weeks  after  they  cdme  last  time  I  did  not  see  the  inside  of 
my  house;  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  make  any  crop.  There  were  five  that  had  navy 
revolvers  alf  around  my  head,  and  said,  **  Speak,  and  tell  the  truth,  or  we  will  shoo^ 
you  down."    I  said :  *'  I  do  not  intend  to  tell  anything  but  the  truth.'' 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 

Question,  Do  you  live  at  home  now  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  you  going  back  home  now  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  yon  afraid  T 

Answer,  1  am  afraid ;  but  there  are  soldiers  camped  about  a  half  a  mile  from  my 
house. 

Question,  Were  they  camped  there  last  spring  f 

Answer,  No,  sir :  they  have  lately  come  there. 

Question,  How  lar  do  you  live  from  here  f 

Answer,  It  generally  takes  from  eight  to  nine  day%.  to  go  and  come  with  a  wagon ;  I 
have  heard  them  say  how  far  it  was,  but  I  do  not  recollect.  After  the  Yankees  oome 
they  had  a  suspicion,  and  threatened  me:  they  got  an  old  black  lady  to  tell  me  that  if 
I  came  down  to  Atlanta  and  told  all  their  names  they  wouhl  kill  me.  I  am  afraid 
about  going  out  any  now. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  How  long  since  the  Yankees,  as  you  call  them,  come  there  f 
Answer,  They  have  been  there  abont  six  weeks— may  he  seven.    . 
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Atlastta,  Georgia,  October  21^  1K71. 
OLIVER  T.  LYON  sworn  and  examined.     . 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  having  been  called  at  your  instance,  Mr.  Bayard,  ytm 
will  commmence  his  examiuatiozu 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Que8ti4m,  What  is  your  agef  ' 

Atmcer,  1  am  about  thirty  years  of  age. 

Question,  Where  are  you  from  t 

Answer,  1  was  fh)m  Maryland,  originally. 

Question,  What  is  your  present  occupation  t 

Answer,  I  am  A  railroad  contractor. 

Question,  How  long  have  ybu  been  in  Georgia  T 

Answer,  Since  the  spring  of  1866. 

Question,  What  was  your  occupation  during  the  war  f 

Answer,  I  was  an  officer  in  the  United  States  Army. 

Question,  In  what  regiment  f 

Answer,  In  the  second  Maryland  ragiment. 

Question,  Did  you  continue  in  the  Army  during  the  warf 

Ansxcer,  I  was  in  the  Army  for  three  years  and  four  months. 

Question,  Did  you  come  to  Georgia  at  the  close  of  the  war  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  engaged  in  planting  here  in  1865,  but  I  did  not  como  myself  notfl 
the  spring  of  1866. 

Question,  What  have  you  been  engaged  in  chiefly  since  you  came  to  this  State  f 

Answer,  Chiefly  in  planting,  and  in  railroad  business. 

Question,  Has  that  led  you  to  travel  a  great  deal  through  the  State  f 

Answer,  I  have  driven  through  the  State,  from  north  to  south,  three  times,  and  I 
have  seen  a  great  deal  of  the  people  of  the  State  ? 

Question,  Has  the  fact  that  you  were  an  officer  in  the  United  States  Army  been  well 
known  to  the  peoi>le  here  f 

Ansicer,  I  think  it  is  universally  known  to  those  who  know  me.  Sometimes  I  meet  a 
man  who  did  not  know  it  at  the  time,  I  could  tell  that  from  his  remarks ;  but  some  one 
would  very  soon  tell  it,  or  I  would  tell  him  myself,  as  occasion  would  oner. 

Questuyh,  May  I  ask  you  what  are  your  political  affiliationsf 

Answer,  I  was  a  Union  man,  and  I  have  always  voted  the  republiean  ticket. . 

Question,  Did  you  vote  for  the  present  President  of  the  United  States  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  After  you  came  to  Georgia,  did  you  or  not  exercise  any  political  function 
in  the  way  of  registration  here  t 

Answer,  For  the  first  year  or  two  politics  were  scarcely  mentioned  here.  Then  I 
was  appointed  superintendent  of  registration  to  assist  in  the  managing  of  elections  in 
three  counties  at  two  different  elections,  one  for  the  convention  and  one  for  State 
officers. 

Question,  What  were  the  names  of  those  counties  f 

Ansioer,  Colquitt,  Thomas,  and  Brooks  Counties. 

Question,  Who  appointed  you  f 

Answer,  ^,  Hurlbut. 

Question,  Were  you  appointed  under  a  republican  administration  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  witness  those  elections  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
.    Question,  Describe  the  conduct  of  those  elections  under  your  snp^visioB  f 

Answer,  We  made  our  appointments  at  each  district  for  the  citizens,  black  and  wlrfle, 
to  meet  us  for  the  purpose  of  registration.  We  got  into  a  bug^  and  drove  to  each  pre- 
cinct, and  occupied  one,  two,  or  three  days,  as  was  necessaiy,  in  registering  the  namM 
of  those  eligible.  We  questioned  them  as  we  were  directed  to  do  by  the  superintend- 
ent of  registration,  and  those  that  were .  eligible  we  registered,  and  those  wh^  wioe 
not,  we  would  not  register. 

Question,  Did  you  supervise  the  elections, when  they  came  on  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  When  the  election  came  on  I  received  the  ballots  for  the  oonTvn- 
tion,  and  also  for  State  officers ;  we  had  two  elections. 

Question,  Did  you  regulate  those  elections  yourself? 

Answer,  I  managed  the  last  election  myself  as  president  of  the  board  of  registn- 
tion ;  in  the  first  Section  I  was  one  of  the  registrars. 

Question,  Were  the  elections  fair  and  orderly  f 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  did  you  regulate  them  ? 

Answer,  It  was  in  a  court-house ;  I  saw  that  there  was  a  disposition  fbr  the  whites 
and  blacks  to  keep  apart ;  and  Just  so  long  as  that  pleased  both  p^es  I^llowwiit  to 
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ICO  on.  I  could  not  ran  all  the  \?hite8  and  all  tbe  blacks  at  one  time,  so  I  took  some  of 
the  whites  and  some  of  the  blacks.  One  time  when  I  turned  to  take  some  of  the  col- 
ored Totea  some  white  men  in  the  house  did  not  seem  to  like  it.  ^I  said,  "  Now,  Just  get 
out  from  here,  gentlemen ;  I  will  vote  every  one  through  the  window  ;  I  have  let  it  go 
this  way  so  long  as  it  is  satisfactory ;  1  will  now  vote  each  color  for  half  an  hour  at  a 
m  time.''  I  then  opened  my  watch  and  laid  it  down  before  me :  I  would  run  the  blacks 
for  haJf  an  hour,  and  then  wave  them  off  and  run  the  whites  lor  a  half  an  hour.  The 
election  was  held  three  days ;  there  was  no  fuss  about  it. 

Queaiion,  Were  your  orders,  iu  this  respect,  obeyed  quietly  and  peaceably  by  the 
people  f 

An9wer.  Tes.  sir. 

QwesHon.  All  were  placed  upon  a  dead  level  of  equality  as  to  time  and  chance  of 
▼oting  f 

Answer.  Level  to  the  minute. 

Question.  Did  the  blacks  vote  freely  f 

Answer,  Just  as  freely  as  the  whites. 

Questiim,  Was  there  any  interference  with  them  at  all  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  a  free  and  orderly  election  at  the  last  election,  when  General 
Grant  was  elected  f 

Answer.  That  election  was  held  in  the  different  precincts ;  I  was  sick  at  that  time : 
I  Jbad  tha^ohiUs.  There  was  an  order  issued  something  about  ne^oes  being  required 
to  pay  a  j)oll-tax  before  they  voted,  but  that  was  abolisned.  I  beheve  there  was  a  dis- 
position m  the  morning  not  to  allow  negroes  to  vote  unless  they  had  p%id  their  taxes. 
One  or  two  friends  of  mine  told  them  that  would  not  do ;  that  thoy  must  be  allowed  to 
Tote.  The  managers  then  allowed  them  to  vote,  and  they  voted  freely.  In  tbe  after- 
noon I  drove  over  three  miles  to  cast  my  vote  for  Grant ;  I  was  one  of  three  white  men 
in  the  district  who  voted  for  Grant. 

Question.  Is  that  a  republican  district  f 

Answer.  1  think  we  had  a  majority  there. 

Question.  Is  there  a  boge  negro  population  in  those  counties  f 

Amswot*  I  think  there  is  a  white  majority  in  that  district,  but  in  that  county  there  is 
» large  republican  nujority.  The  other  counties  that  I  had  managed  for  our  party  be- 
fore went  democratic  that  time.  But  the  republicans  assured  me  that  if  I  had  been 
there  to  have  managed  it  I  could  h^ve  carried  it  the  other  way. 

Question.  That  was  because  of  your  personal  influence  in  the  county  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  everybody,  and  mingled  with  them  very  freely. 

Question.  Your  own  political  sentiments  were  well  known  and  j>ublicly  avowed  f 

Answer,  Everybody  knows  them. 

Question.  What  number  of  men  have  you  in  your  employment  f 

Answer.  I  may  say  I  have  about  three  hundred. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  emploving  large  numbers  of  men  f 

Answer.  1  have  controlled  morefreedmen,  I  reckon,  than  auy  other  man  iu  the  State, 
since  the  war. 

Question.  From  your  experience  with  the  people  of  (Georgia,  is  there  safety  to  person 
and  property  in  the  State  under  the  laws  of  the  State  7 

Answer.  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and  I  never  heard  a  case  tried  in  my  life.  But  I  have 
had  no  difiqulty  either  in  regard  to  my  person  or  my  property  since  I  have  been  here. 

Question.  Have  you  yourself  ever  been  molested  or  insulted  since  you  have  been  in 
the  State,  because  of  your  political  relations  f 

Answer.  1  have  had  one  or  two  little  business  difficulties  that  might  not  have  occurred 
— well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  say  that.  I  have  seen  others  of  the  same  political 
■flntintents  filing  into  more  difficulties  than  I  have. 

Question.  Have  you  met  with  kindness,  courtesy,  and  justice,  from  the  people  of  the 
State! 

Answer.  Whea  I  first  came  here  I  was  looked  upon  as  a  Yankee,  and  you  know  that 
loose  Yankees  were  a  new  thing  .down  here.  I  was  a  single  man  when  I  came  here, 
and  society  was  something  I  did  not  attempt  to  enter,  as  I  would  have  done  at  home. 
I  did  not  come  here  seeking  society ;  however,  in  course  of  time  I  was  introduced  into 
the  best  families ;  and  I  married  in  Georgia.  In  fact  my  whole  business  ooqnection, 
nearly,  has  been  with  those  who  belong  to  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Have  you  maintained  your  political  affiliations  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  no  man  has  any  doubt  about  my  politics. 

Question.  They  are  well  known  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  the  facts  that  ^ou  were  a  United  States  soldier  and  officer,  and  a  pro- 
nounced member  of  the  republican  party,  interfered  with  your  business  relations,  or 
with  your  personal  comfort  and  happiness  in  this  State  7 

r.  I  think  not,  for  I  have  not  seen  any  time  since  I  have  been  here  that  I  could 
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not  get  any  amount  of  work  to  do ;  and  the  most  of  the  work  I  have  liad  has  beon 
from  men  of  democratic  opinions. 

QueatUm,  I  will  now  «»k  you  whether  citizens  from  the  Northern  States  coming  down 
here,  men  of  fair  character  and  of  honest  occupation,  have  not  a  fair  chance,  and  are 
not  welcomed  by  the  people  of  the  State  f 

A  nstoer.  It  has  seemed  to  me  that,  if  anything,  they  have  a  better  chance.  I  ctn 
take  a  citizen  from  any  section  of  the  North,  and,  if  he  has  the  means  to  carry  on  anf 
business,  he  can  get  along  prosperously,  and  he  would  be  welcomed  by  all  to^whom  I 
introduced  him.  I  do  not  mingle  with  any  but  the  rig^t  kind  of  people.  There  are 
other  classes,  but  I  have  never  bad  any  business  with  them. 

Question.  1  am  speaking  now  of  the  citizens  of  Georgia  as  a  class  f  - 

Anstoer.  I  think  there  would  be  no  trouble  with  them  whatever. 

QuestiofL  Yon  have  lived  in  Maryland,  and  I  suppose  yon  have  been  a  great  deal  in 
the  State  of  Delaware? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  there  a  great  deal. 

Question,  Are  person  and  property  as  secure  to-day  in  Georgia  as  they  are  in  the 
States  of  the  North,  in  your  opinion  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  my  opinion  they  are.  Take  these  negroes,  for  instance :  in 
manv  instances  they  are  not  able  to  employ  lawyers.  My  partner  is  a  very  strong 
rebel,  as  we  used  to  call  them.  The  other  day  they  arrested  one  of  our  negroes,  when 
we  were  about  leaving  Cuthbert,  for  assault  and  battery  on  another  negro.  My  part- 
ner went  in  himself  and  told  them  that  he  did  not  reckon  they  would  treai^  a  white 
man  thus  and  so,  and  that  if  the  negro  was  not  cleared,  they  would  be  dealt  with*  I 
have  learned  s^ce  that  they  had  a  trial,  and  the  negro  was  cleared.  That  was  a  mat- 
ter between  two  negroes.  In  some  cases  negroes  are  not  able  to  protect  themselvesi 
because  they  have  not  the  means  to  get  assistance. 

Question.  That  is  a  case  where  it  results  from  the  poverty  incidental  to  their  condi- 
tion of  life  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion.  Is  not  that  the  case  everywhere  T 

Anstcer,  I  reckon  it  is ;  but  I  never  heard  a  case  tried  in  my  life. 

Question,  Then  the  only  cases  of  failure  to  obtain  justice  are  where  a  man  is  too  povr 
to  employ  counsel  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  think.  I  feel  no  ways  uneasy  on  account  of  my  property, 
because  I  could  afford  to  employ  couusel.  And  I  should  employ  to-day  a  democrat.  A* 
T.  Mclntyre,  of  the  first  congressional  district,  is  the  one  I  would  employ,  for  Uie  rea- 
son  

Question.  Did  you  vote  for  him  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Does  he  know  that  you  did  not  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  man  can  have  his  own  political  opinions,  and  not  be  ii^ured  by  them  in 
his  business  and  social  relations  f 

Anstoer,  I  think  so.  At  the  time  I  wa«  registering  I  would  decline  to  register  the 
master,  and  would  re^ster  his  slaves,  and  they  would  go  off  and  vote  against  him.  I 
did  a  great  many  thmgs  that  ought  to  have  made  me  very  obnoxious  to  the  people; 
and  I  showed  straight  out  why  I  did  them.  Postmaster  General  Crcswell,  who  was 
from  my  towu  in  Maryland,  tola  my  father  that  anything  he  could  do  for  m^,  or  for  any 
of  us  down  here,  he  would  do  with  pleasure.  I  thought  Irom  that  that  he  only  wanted 
an  excuse  to  give  me  the  office  of  postmaater  at  Savannah.  My  partner  wanted  to  gel 
me  in  that  position.  They  got  up  a  petition  in  the  district,  and  had  it  signed  by  all  8ie 
merchants,  for  my  appointment.  The  commission  merchants  of  Savanmih  also  got  mo 
a  petition,  and  had  it  signed  in  my  behalf.  Judge  Fleming  drew  up  a  petition  ana 
had  the  entire  bar  of  Savannah  sign  it.  I  knew  that  Mr.  Creswell  did  not  dmM 
my  politics  at  all,  for  I  had  gone  home  from  the  army  and  stood  at  the  polls  in  order  to 
help  elect  him  to  Congress.  Mr.  Hurlbut  wrote  a  letter,  which  was  tj^e  only  repn^ 
can  recommendation  I  had,  for  I  thought  Creswell  wouldn't  want  any  frx>m  that  skto 
of  the  house.  Mr.  Hurlbut  wrote  a  very  complimentary  letter,  and  Judge  Alexander 
recommended  me  very  highly,  stating  that  I  was  a  strong  republican,  that  I  had  iden- 
tified myself  with  the  country,  and  had  attended  to  my  bueiuess.  I  aent  those  papen 
on,  and  expected  to  get  the  appointment,  but  I  was  disapi>ointed  in  it.  I  just  sent  Miv 
Creswell  word  that  1  would  rather  have  my  recommendations  that  I  had  sent  hini,aBd 
maintain  my  political  sentiments,  than  to  receive  the  appointment  without  auoh  reo> 
ommendatious.  I  think  that  is  the  best  evidence  of  jiow  a  northern  man  ct 
here  and  be  treated,  if  he  is  the  right  kind  of  a  man. 

Question,  He  can  hold  his  own  political  sentiments  firmly,  and  yet  receive  kind  1 
ment  from  the  people  f 

Answer.  1  have  done  so.  I  am  as  good  a  republican  to-day  as  I  ever  was,  and  I  ei^aot 
to  remain  so.    I  am  only  sorry  that  we  have  not  had  more  men  who  aieable  to  pmaw 
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that  oonne,  fbr  we  then  should  hftve  bad  the  State  of  Georgia  to-day  Just  where  we 
want  it. 

Queaiian,  Yon  mean  by  ''  we/'  the  republicans  T 

Answer,  Tea,  sir.  The  trouble  with  us  has  been  that  youn^  men,  and  old  men  too,  who 
had  no  business  qualifications,  and  who  could  make  a  livmg  only  by  polities,  would 
take  hold  of  those  things  without  any  interest  in  the  State,  and  get  into  office ;  many 
of  them  would  do  things  that  I  would  be  ashamed  to  admit  that  a  friend  or  acc^uaint- 
ance  of  mine  had  done.  1  went  on  the  bond  of  a  friend  of  mine  in  Thomasville ;  I 
indorsed  fbr  him,  but  he  skedaddled,  and  I  will  have  to  pay  the  amount  of  his  bond. 

Question,  Who  is  he  T  i 

Answer.  His  name  is  Bobbins. 

Queation,  Where  did  he  come  from  f 

Answer.  From  Connecticut,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Yoorhees  : 
Question,  Where  did  he  go  f 
Answer,  I  think  he  went  to  Florida. 

By  Bir.  Bayard  : 

Question.  He  was  a  defaulter  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  he  was  postmaster  there. 

Question.  He  was  a  political  adventurer  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  dressed  bettor  than  I  did. 

Question.  When  a  man  comes  here  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  citizenship,  settles  In 
the  State,  and  becomes  a  member  of  the  community,  he  has  no  difficulty  in  getting 
along,  whatever  his  political  opinions  may  be  f 

Answer.  That  has  been  my  ex^ience. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  is  the  case  with  others  t 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  If  he  comes  here  as  a  mere  political  adventurer,  without  having  any  busi- 
ness interests  common  with  the  people,  ne  is  obnoxious  to  them  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  want  him  to  come  here  myselC 

Question,  And  that  is  the  feeling  of  the  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  Thev  do  not  obiect  to  those  who  come  here  intending  to  become  members 
of  the  community,  and  to  live  here  as  other  people  dof 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Having  employed  a  great  number  of  negroes,  I  will  ask  you  if  you  have, 
known  of  manv  cases  of  oppression  of  them  by  the  white  race  t 

Answer,  Well,  no,  sir ;  not  personally. 

Question.  Do  you  know  more  cases  of  the  kind  here  than  occur  in  other  States? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  in  other  States,  only  what  I  read,  and  I 
pay  no  attention  to  that. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that,  as  a  rule^  to-day  in  Georgia  a  man  can  have  Justice 
done  him  as  to  his  personal  rignts,  and  his  rights  of  property,  irrespective  of  color  or 
political  views  f 

Answer,  I  do ;  at  least,  that  has  been  my  exx>erience. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  the  laws  of  Georgia  ase  ample  to  protect  a  man,  and  are 
Bumoiently  well  executed  to  do  so  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the.CHAiRBCAK: 

Question,  When  did  yon  come  to  this  State  f 

Aautcer.  In  the  spring  of  1866. 

QuesHon,  When  was  it  you  held  the  elections  in  the  counties  vou  have  named  f 

Answer,  I  think  I  commenced  the  registration  in  the  spring  of  1667,  and  I  believe  the 
eleotion  for  the  convention  was  held  the  same  spring,  and  that  the  election  for  State 
oiBeers  was  held  that  fall. 

jQuestkm.  You  say  the  elections  in  those  counties  were  fair  elections  f 

Answer,  They  were  fair. 

Qmstkm.  Everybody  who  was  entitled  to  vote  had  an  opportunity  to  vote  his  real 
sentiments  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  was  sworn  to  do  that,  and  I  handled  every  ballot  in  two  of  the 
ooontiee  myself. 

Question.  You  are  satisfied  that  was  done  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quettiou.  1  understand  you  to  say  that  the  elections  in  those  counties  in  1868  resulted 
differently  from  the  election  held  the  year  previous. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  two  of  the  counties  it  did.  ^  .     , ,    Oooalp 

QmesHon.  In  1868  you  say  the  elections  were  held  in  the  differefil'^redrn^stiT^d^^ 

AsMwer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Questkm.  Where  did  yon  vote  as  one  of  the  three  white  men  who  voted  toft  Gcmral 
Grant  T 

Anstcer.  At  Boston,  in  Thoraae  Connty. 

Question,  Yon  say  you  were,  an  applicant  for  the  postmastership  of  Savannaltt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  yon  procured  recommendations  and  credentialB  almost  entirely  from 
democratic  and  rebel  sources  f  . 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  almost  entirely. 

QuestiUm,  You  did  not  obtain  anything  to  indicate  the  wishes  of  the  repubticsasY 

Answer,  No,  sir,  nothing  whatever.  I^riewed  it  in  this  way:  The  business  of  tbe 
poet-office  was  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  white  people ;  the  colored  people  got 
very  few  letters. 

Question,  Were  there  other  republican  applicants  besides  yours^ft 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  a  republican  appointed  f 

Answer,  I  think  that  Mr.  Creswell  appointed  a  colored  man  of  the  name  of  Sims, 
hut  General  Grant  would  not  approve  of  it,  and  appointed  a  young  man  of  the  name 
of  Clift. 

Question,  Was  he  a  republican  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  never  met  him  but  once.  I  merely  sent  my  papers  to  Washing- 
ton ;  I  did  not  go  there  myself. 

Question,  Do  you  know  who  recommended  his  appointment  f 

Answer,  I  presume  his  brother  did ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  You  say  you  were  on  the  bonds  of  the  XK)6toia8ter  at  Th<Hnasvillet 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  was  he  appointed  f 

Answer,  About  three  years  aso,  in  the  fall  of  1868, 1  think. 

Question,  He  became  a  defaulter,  and  you  are  held  liable  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where  are  you  living  now  f 

Answer,  1  am  living  about  forty  miles  south  of  here. 

Question,  Is  that  where  you  married  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir':  I  married  a  Savannah  lady,  but  I  married  in  Brooks  County. 

Question,  Was  tne  lady  you  married  of  a  republican  or  a  democratic  family  f 

Answer,  She  was  of  a  very  strong  democratic  family. 

Ques^n,  Had  they  been  rebels  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  of  the  bitterest  kind.  We  never  went  near  her  Other's  house  until 
within  the  last  month  or  so. 

Question,  Are  there,  in  the  part  of  the  State  where  you  live,  any  organisations  oom- 
monly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Ansu}er,  I  have  no  idea ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

QuMtion,  .You  have  never  seen  any  f 

Answer,  I  never  have. 

Question, .  Have  you  apy  reason  to  believe  or  to  suspect  that  there  are  such  organisa- 
tions there  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not.  I  believe  this  about  the  people  of  Georgia:  they  are 
very  difi'erent  from  our  people  in  Maryland.  I  believe,  from  conversations  I  have  heanl 
here,  that  in  regard  to  anybody*  republican  or  democrat,  if  he  did  not  do  right,  I 
could,  myself,  to-day,  get  up  a  number  of  men  to  help  make  him  do  right,  or  to  piLfi- 
ish  him  tor  having  done  wrong. 

Question,  Why  would  they  do  that ;  because  they  think  it  is  right  to  do  sot 
,      Answer,  I  do  not  know  why  they  would  do  it.    I  do  not  know  that  ever  has  hseb 
done,  or  that  it  will  be  done ;  but  in  talking  with  my  partner,  for  instance,  we  tslk 
very  freely  ;  he  knows  my  poUtics  and  I  know  his.    He  will  say,  ^^  I  can  get  fifty  men 
to  go  and  make  that  fellow  do  thus  and  so,''  regardless  of  politics. 

Question,  Would  they  put  disguises  on  their  laces  and  their  horses  on  such  oooasiouT 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  we  never  have  had  anything  like  that  with  us. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  it  is  a  peculiarity  of  tne  x>eople  of  Georgia  to  take  wom^imt 
of  their  houses  and  whip  them  t 

Answer,  I  haVe  never  known  anything  of  the  kind  done ;  I  do  not  think  it  m  a  pees- 
liarity  of  the  people  of  Georgia. 

Question,  Or  to  compel  women  to  expose  their  persons  publicly  to  men  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  that  is  all  new  to  me. 

Question,  You  never  have  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  never. 

QuestUm,  Do  you  know  whether  there  are,  in  any  part  of  the  State,  any  organiaaitiOBB 
known  as  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  a  thing  about  it  at  all.  C^  r\r\n\o 

Question,  You  have  never  heard  anything  about  it  f      Digitized  by  vjOO^J  IL 

Answer,  I  have  heard  my  partner  say  that  he  know  if  thero  was  anything  <tf  theldBd 
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in  oar  aeotion  be  would  know  it ;  but  be  did  not  know  anytbing  abont  snob  an  organ- 
ization. 

Qwmtkm.  Have  yon  be^n  in  tbe  neigbborbood  of  Rome,  Georgia  T 

Antwer.  1  lived  tbere  one  vear  when  I  first  came  here. 

QumHon,  When  was  that  f 
,    An$wer,  1  eagaged  in  plaoting  there  in  tbe  fall  of  1665  and  qnit  in  1866. 

Qwntunu  Have  you  been  there  since  ? 

Answer,  Only  once  since ;  some  two  months  ago,  at  an  agrionltnral  convention. 

QtmHam,  Do  yon  know  whether  there  has  been  any  Ku-Klux  manifestation  in  that 
jQf^nf 

Atiswer.  Not  at  all :  when  I  was  there  politics  w^^  scarcely  mentioned.  I  belieye  I 
did  get  into  two  or  tnree  pretty  warm  discussions  with  a  few  of  them  sometimes. 

Quettum,  That  waa  in  1866 1 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir. . 

QuesiUm,  How  long  were  you  tbere  tbe  last  time  f 
^Answer  Only  a  few  day »— two  or  three  days. 

QuMtiotu  Have  you  been  in  the  country  down  below  Milledgeville  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Queetion,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  state  of  things  in  the  counties  of  White, 
Warren,  ^.f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  Middle  Georgia,  only  in  driving 
through  it. 

Questwn,  You  say  youJive  near  this  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  live  about  forty  miles  south  fh>ra  here,  at  Griffin. 

Qnettion,  You  acted  under  the  military  authority  of  General  Hurlbut  in  making  the 
registrations  and  liolding  the  elections,  of  which  you  have  spoken  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quiesiwn.  He  was  then  in  command  of  this  military  district? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  We  had  soldiers  with  us  at  the  last  election — four,  five,  or  six — I 
forget  how  many.  I  never  had  occasion  to  call  on  them.  The  citizens  had  some  fight 
among  themselves  abont  a  hor8e-4;rade,  and  I  told  the  soldiers  to  go  and  arrest  one  of 
them ;  and  they  brought  him  in  for  a  time.  During  that  time  I  h^  several  men  come 
to  me  and  tell  me  that  I  risked  too  much  in  going  about  at  nicht,  as  I  do,  by  myself, 
in  any  place  and  every  place,  and  that  I  ought  to  be  careful.  1  never  hesitated  to  go 
to  any  place  at  any  hour  of  the  night  since  I  nave  been  in  the  State. 

By. Mr.  Bayard: 
Question,  And  you  have  not  been  molested! 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Scopirld  : 

QnesHon,  After  telling  us  of  your  extensive  knowledge  of  the  State  and  tbe  people 
here,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  understand  jou  correctly  as  giving  it  as  your  opinion, 
tfiat  there  is  no  such  secret  organization  as  is  understood  by  the  term  Ku-Klnx. 

Answer,  I  say  I  know  nothing  whatever  about  it. 

QuesHUm,  I  do  not  ask  your  knowledge.  You  have  civen  opinions  about  the  habits 
of  tbe  people,  and  the  condition  of  quiet  and  good  order  of  toe  State.  I  am  now  ask- 
ii^  you  if  you  also  give  it  as  your  opinion  that  there  is  no  such  organization  in  the 
StAte  as  the  one  spoken  off 

Anstocr,  Well,  1  would  only  baye  to  make  up  my  opinion  ftom  what  I  hear. 

Question,  You  have  been  asked  that  question';  do  you  intend  to  say  that  it  is  your 
(pinion  that  tbere  is  no  such  organization  in  the  State  ?  • 

Answer,  That  is  rather  a  diflicult  question  for  me  to  answer.  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  such  an  organization. 

Question,  1  am  not  asking  your  knowledge  at  all ;  I  am  asking  about  what  idea  vou 
design  to  eoovey  in  your  answers  to  the  inquiries  put  to  you.  You  have  informed  us 
of  your  knowledge  of  the  people  of  the  State.  You  have  said  that  you  have  traveled 
everywhere  over  the  State ;  tnat  you  have  business  connections  with  a  great  many 
men ;  that  you  are  familiar  with  the  structure  of  society  here ;  and  you  have  given  us 
your  opinion  resulting  from  that  knowledge.  Now,  do  you  mean  to  give  us  also  your 
opinion  that  there  is  no  such  organization  in  the  State  as  is  cf  lumonly  known  by  the 
terra  Ku-Klnxf 

Answer,  What  I  wish  to  have  inferred  fiom  all  I  have  said,  and  what  I  think  should 
be  inferred  from  what  I  have  said  is,  that  person  and  projn^erty  are  safe  in  Georgia. 

QuesiUm,  I  know  you  have  given  us  tnat  opinion.  Do  you  also  give  it  as  your 
opinion  that  there  are  no  Ku-Klux  in  this  State  7 

Answer,  Tbere  are  none  to  my  knowledge,  or  that  I  have  any  idea  of  whatever. 

Question,  Your  opinion  is  that  there  are  none  in  the  St4ite  f        .      , ,    GlQOQ.Ic 

Answer,  That  is  my  opinion  from  mingling  with  the  people,  a^S^mmtne  imonua- 
tUm  I  can  get.    1  do  believe  they  would  nave  told  me  if  there  had  been  any. 
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Question,  Ton  believe  there  are  no  parties  who  (^  out  at  night  in  disgoiae  ana 
mit  outrages  upon  any  portion  of  the  people! 

Anstcer.  Not  iu  those  seotions  where  I  am  acquainted;  for  I  have  driTtn  ui  eveij 
direction,  day  and  night. 

Questwn,  I  am  asking  yon  now  more  about  your  belief,  as  yon  haire  been  giving  os 
your  opinions  upon  many  things.  Is  it  your  belief  that  no  such  ontragos  are  eom^ 
mitted  in  the  State  by  men  who  ride  about  at  night  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  answer  that,  because  there  are  certain  sections  of  the  State  thai  I 
know  as  little  about  as  I  do  about  Alabama  or  Louisiana;  yon  might  as  well  ask  me 
about  Alabama.    - 

Questi4m.  I  am  asking  you  for  your  opinion  from  the  information  yon  have.  You 
have  given  us  a  statement  of  your  extensive  knowledge  of  the  people  of  Georgia :  ^f 
^our  travels  in  the  State ;  of  your  business  relations  here ;  you  have  stated  your  £aoil- 
ities  of  information  about  this  State  and  this  people ;  you  have  given  tts  your  opinkiBC 
based  upon  that  information.  Now,  do  I  understand  you  also  to  give  as  your  opiuMBf 
that  there  are  no  such  outrages  committed  -upon  citizens  <^  Georgia  as  those  I  ha^ 
referred  to,  by  men  who  ride  al>ont  at  night  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  It  is  my  opinion  that  there  are  none  wherever  I  am  acquainted. 

QuesiUm,  Then  you  believe  that  the  statements  which  have  been  made  to  ns  by  wit- 
nesses here  yestetday  and  this  morning  are  fictions  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  alM>ut  them  at  all.  I  have  been  over  a  very  wide 
extent  of  country  in  this  l^tate ;  a  sparsely  populated  region  compared  with  Middle 
Georgia.  I  drove  through  the  State  three  times  to  look  at  the  connUry.  From  Borne 
I  drove  down  in  an  ambulance  in  the  fall  of  1866,  clear  to  the  Florida  line  and  thea 
back  again ;  and  then  I  moved  my  entire  force  there,  mules,  wagons,  and  everything 
else. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question,  What  is  the  name  of  the  defaulting  postmaster  at  Thomasville  f 

Answer,  1  think  his  name  is  Charles  Bobbins. 

Question.  You  say  he  has  gone  to  Florida  f 

Answer,  I  have  understood  so ;  I  left  the  matter  with  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  wh« 
is  also  on  his  bond;  he  is  a  democrat.  I  was  notified  the  other  day  that  I  would  have 
to  pay  it 

By  Mr.  Scofield: 
Question,  He  was  appointed  before  General  Grant  came  in  T 
Answer,  I  think  it  was  three  years  ago  this  falL 

By  Mr.  Voorhbes  : 
QvAsHon,  Yoii  have  not  heard  of  his  getting  any  other  appointment  in  Florida? 
Answer,  No,  sir.    But  at  the  same  time  he  was  postmaster  he  was  also,  assistant 
assessor  of  internal  revenue. 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 

Question,  You  recollect,  I  suppose,  that  at  that  period  a  large  portion  <^  the  ezeoa« 
tive  appointments  were  very  equivocal  in  politics ;  you  could  hardly  tell  to  which 
party  they  belonged;  men  were  sometimes  selected  under  Johnson's  administration 
who  professed  themselves  to  some  to  be  .republicans,  and  to  others  to  be  democrats  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  postmaster  myself  at  Boston,  Thomas  County.  When  I  went 
there  we  had  no  post-office,  and  there  was  no  one  there  who  could  take  the  iron^-dad 
oath  but  myself;  I  did  it  and  turned  the  business  over  to  a  gentleman  there.  It  is  a 
small  place. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

QuestUnu  You  say  you  pay  no  attention  to  what  you  read  in  the  newspapers  I 

Ansxcer,  No,  sir,  1  do  not. 

Question,  Therefore,  in  expressing  your  opinion  as  to  the  existence  of  any  Bu-Elax 
organization  in  this  State,  that  opinion  is  based  upon  your  own  personal  observation 
entirely  f 

Answer,  Upon  my  own  personal  knowledge,  and  my  acquaintance  with  the  people.. 

Question,  Do  you  attach  any  importance  to  what  you  see  in  the  newspapers  in  relation 
to  the  quotations  of  prices  of  stocks  and  products  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  them  if  they  are  official. 

Question.  Have  you  not  seen  in  the  newspapers  repeated  accoonts  of  ontragea  ia  tha 
State  of  Georgia? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questi<tu,  Of  what  are  called  Eu-Elux  outrages  f  r^  i 

2»WWC^.  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 

Question*  And  you  ignorethose  aoconntsT  ^ 
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Anncer.  Tbey  would  not  deter  me,  as  a  repablican,  from  moving  with  all  my  force 
to-day  to  either  of  those  counties. 

QitegUom,  This  is  the  question  I  put  to  you :  Do  you  ignore  entirely  all  those  accounts 
in  the  formation  of  the  opinion  which  you  have  expressed  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir^  I  pay  no  attention  to  them. 

(^utftion.  Will  you  answer  this  question,  if  you  consider  it  a  fair  one,  and  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  considered  a  repetition.  Including  what  you  have  seen  yourself,  what  you 
have  seen  in  the  newspapers,  and  what  you  have  heard  from  tolerably  credible  men, 
do  you  now  say  that  you  do  not  believe  that  there  is  or  has  been  any  Ku-Klux  orgafi- 
ization  in  any  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  say  that,  because,  as  I  have  said,  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  certain  portions  of  the  State. 

Question,  I  am  speaking  of  your  opinion,  not  of  your  knowledge.  Taking  into  con- 
sideration all  these  sources  of  information,  do  you  say  now  that  yon  do  not  l^lieve 

Answer,  1  have  never  made  up  any  opinion  on  that  subject;  I  have  disregarded  all 
tbpse  accounts,  as  I  told  you,  and  I  have  paid  no  attention  to  them. 

Question,  You  say  that  in  the  business  yon  have  here  you.  employ  democratic  coun- 
sel.    What  is  your  reason  for  that,  for  I  thought  you  intimated  there  was  a  reason  f 

Answer,  The  reason  is,  the  ability  of  the  man.  * 

Question.  Because  there  is  no  competent  rei)ublican  lawyer  in  the  State  f 

Answei\  No,  sir  ;  not  because  of  that,  but  because  Lwould  not  like  to  make  a  dis- 
tinction on  account  of  politics  in  regard  to  a  lawyer.  I  would  not  employ  one  whose 
politics  would  sway  him  either  way,  if  I  knew  it. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  would  not  like  to  employ  a  counsel  whose  politics 
woold  be  obnoxious  to  the  courts  and  juries  of  this  State  T 

Ansicer,  I  do  not  say  that. 

Question,  Is  it  not  a  reason  why  you  employ  democratic  counsel,  independent  of  his 
ability,  that  he  can  address  himself  to  the  court  with  more  power  in  consideration  of 
bis  politics  f 

Answer,  In  consideration  of  his  ability  and  his  justice ;  I  would  give  him  the  j)refer- 
ence  for  that.  • 

Question.  You  leave  out  of  consideratioh  his  politics  entirely  T 

Ansicer,  I  do. 

By  Mr.  Vck)rhees  : 

Question,  Is  it  not  true  that,  taking  the  United  States  courts  and  the  courts  of  this 
State,  membei*s  of  the  republican  party  are  on  the  bench  T 

Answer,  I  believe  that  is  so  in  most  of  the  districts,  though  I  know  but  few  of  the 
judges  in  this  State.    I  know  Judge  Alexander  in  our  district. 

Question,  Is  he  a  republican  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Can  any  man  go  upon  the  bench  and  hold  a  judgeship  in  this  State  who 
was  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  unless  his  disabilities  have  been  removed  by  a  two-third 
vote  of  Congress  f 

Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question,  lie  has  to  take  the  iron-clad  oath  f 

Answer,  That  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Unless  he  has  been  relieved  of  his  disabilities  t 

Answer,  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  our  judge  who  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Bullock ;  he  did  not  take  any  part  in  the  rebellion,  but  I  think  he  is  a  democrat. 

Question,  Perhaps  he  has  grown  in  gnice  since  he  was  appointed  ? 

Answer,  No^  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  misled  Governor  Bullock,  or  any  one  else.  We 
were  dissatisfaed  with  his  appointment  politically,  but  personally  I  like  him. 

Question,  How  are  the  judges  in  this  State  appointed  T 

Answer,  They  are  appointed  by  the  governor  and  confirmed  by  the  senate,  I  think. 
It  has  now  been  two  or  three  years  since  I  have  had  anything  to  do  with  politics,  or 
have  thought  of  it,  for  I  have  been  very  busy. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  How  came  you  here  as  a  witness  T 

Answer,  1  did  not  know  that  you  gentlemen  were  here  until  some  one  mentioned  to 
m&Jast  night  that  you  had  come  in.  I  said  then  that  I  would  introduce  myself  to 
QmkfLor  Bayard,  as  I  came  from  Maryland  and  he  from  Delawaf^ ;  but  I  had  no  idea 
of  eMuing  here  as  a  witness. 

Question.  It  was  a  general  conversation  between  us  that  led  to  your  being  called  as 
a  witness? 

Answer,  Entirely  so. 

Question.  What  you  have  stated  here  upon  your  general  examination  ^fnstatM^fOT 
the  first  time  to  any  one  ?  gitized  by  vjOvJ^^  IL 

Answer,  Entirely  so.  I  have  said  pretty  nearly  the  same  things  North  that  I  have 
said  here. 

9.n  n.  -  * 
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Atlanta,  Qeoroia,  October  21, 1871. 

MARY  NEAL  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  bow  old  you  are,  where  yon  were  bom,  and  whore  you  now  live. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  old  I  am  ;  I  was  born  in  Banks  Coonty ;  wd  I 
now  live  in  White  County. 

,(i>u(W«on.  When  did  you  come  here  to  Atlanta? 

Anstvcr,  I  came  here  last  Wednesday. 

Qaestion,  What  did  you  come  here  for  t 

Answer,  They  brought  mo  here  to  swear  against  the  En-Klnx. 

Question,  Well,  go  on  and  tell  us  what  you  came  here  to  say. 

Anstccr.  They  brought  me  here  to  say  whether  I  knew  anything  about  them. 

Question,  Tell  us  what  you  know  about  them. 

Answer.  I  know  Charles  Potts ;  I  saw  him ;  and  I  heard  of  Mr.  StobalFa  two  b^ys-*- 
Tom  and  Albert — and  Albert  Henderson  anS.  Henry  Henderson. 

Question,  Where  did  you  see  them  f 

Anstccr,  They  came  to  our  house  at  the  time  with  the  Ku-Klux.    I  did  not  S6e  Uiem ; 
I  heard  afterward  they  were  there. 

Question,  When  did  they  come  there  f 

Answer,  Along  in  the  spring.   ' 

Question.  What  did  they  do  when  they  came  there  f 

Answer,  They  whipped  Mary  and  Joe,  and  struck  me  four  licks. 

Question.  Is  Mary  Brown  your  sister! 

Answer,  No,  sir.    I  was  staying  there. 

Question,  With  what  did  they  strike  you  f 

Ansicer.  With  a  hickory  withe. 

Question,  Did  they  do  anything  else  to  you  ? 

Answer,  They  made  mo  pull  off  my  drawers  what  I  had  on. 

Question,  Who  made  yotl  do  th|it  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Cakes. 

Question,  Did  they  do  anything  else  ? 

Anstoer,  No,  sir :  only  told  me  the  next  morning  to  go  home,  and  not  sti^  there  at 
Mary  Brown's.    They  never  did  anything  more  to  me. 

Question,  Where  did  they  strike  you  f 

Answer.  Struck  me  in  the  face  once,  and  struck  four  times  across  the  legs. 

Question,  Was  that  after  you  had  taken  your  drawers  off,  or  before  f 

Answer,  After  I  had  taken  my  drawers  off. 

Question,  Did  you  see  them  whip  anybody  else  T 

Answer,  I  saw  them  whip  Mary  and  Joe. 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  Joe  with  f 

Answer,  With  a  fishing-pole  and  a  barrel-hoop. 

Question,  What  did  they  whip  Mary  with  t 

Ansicer.  With  a  hickory  withe. 

Question,  Did  they  do  anything  to  her  mother  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  only  made  her  lay  down  and  pull  up  her  clothes ;  that  is  all  ihay 
did  to  her. 

Question,  Was  that  out  of  doors,  or  in  the  house  ? 

Answer,  It  was  out  of  doors. 

Question,  How  long  were  they  there  T 

A7iswer,  I  reckon  about  an  hour. 

Question,  How  many  of  them  do  you  suppose  there  were  there  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  count  them  all ;  they  scattered  every  which  way. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  21, 1871. 
CAROLINE  BENSON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  your  a^e,  where  you  wore  bom,  and  where  yon  now  live. 

Answer,  I  was  lorty-eight  years  old  on  the  ISth  of  July ;  I  was  bom  in  North  Caro- 
lina ;  and  I  now  live  in  White  County,  in  this  State. 

Question.  Are  you  any  kin  to^Mary  Neal  I 

Answer,  Not  any  at  aXi ;  she  is  living  with  us. 

Question.  Are  you  the  mother  of  Mary  Brown  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  in  regard  to  a  party  of  people  comiog  to  your  haw^ 
if  such  was  the  fact ;  tell  us  when  it  was,  and  who  came  there.  ~^ 
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Anmrer.  It  was  on  the  20th  of  May,  I  think ;  some  I  knew  and  some  I  did  not  know, 
because  I  had  not  lived  down  there  long  ;  I  knew  two  in  particular,  Isaac  Oakes  and 
Coleman  Alley ;  I  Jinew  those  two  men. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  w«re  there  in  all? 

AwMrer.  As  near  as  I  can  gufss  and  recollect,  I  think  there  were  about  thirty-five  ap- 
peared in  the  yard,  in  sii^ht ;  there  were  Kome  that  did  not  cimie  in  sight,  but  I  could 
catch  glimpses  of  them  in  the  dark.  Mr.  Oakes  and  Mr.  Alley  were  the  two  men  who 
took  my  daughter  out  and  beat  her ;  they  took  her  about  ten  steps  from  the  door,  and 
strijiped  her;  then  there  were  two  Hendersons,  Henry  Henderson  and  Albert  Hender- 
son, who  stepped  up  behind  her  with  a  pistol,  and  askeil  her  who  she  met  down  the 
river;  she  told  them  it  was  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Hancock.  They  said,  "How  did  they 
do  when  you  met  them  ?"  She  said,  "They  steppe<l  over  sobie  four  corn-rows  frc»m  me." 
They  said,  "Were  they  black  f  She  said,  **  Yes,  they  were;"  and  she  said  she  hud  not 
been  home  long  enough  to  take  her  seat  when  she  heanl  two  guns  tired,  and  next 
morning  report  came  that  Mr.  Cason  was  killed.  She  recollected  these  men  that  came 
out  of  a  batteau ;  it  was  not  mon^  than  Half  a  mile  from  my  house  where  Mr.  Cason 
lived  ;  she  saw  some  of  them  a  while  before  that. 

QueHiion.  Did  she  tell  these  men  that  when  they  were  there  that  night  ?  . 

Amtvcr,  Yes,  sir;  they  commenced  whipping  Uer,  and  told  her  to  tell,  ^he  said,  "I 
can't  talk,  with  all  of  you  talking  to  me  and  beating  me;  quit  whipping  me,  and  I  can 
*talk,  and  one  talk  at  a  time,  and  I  will  talk  to  you."-  They  went  off,  and  Mr.  Palmer 
questioned  her ;  he  is  a  lawyer  in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  He  took  her  by  the  right  hand 
and  Mr.  Oakes  by  the  left ;  while  they  were  talking,  a  gentleman  stepped  up  and  sjfid, 
"She  has  told  the  truth  ;  don't  strike  her  another  lick."  They  asked  her  who  killed 
Mr.  Cason,  and  she  said,  "  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Hancock."  Some  men  came  up  and  said, 
"  She  has  told  the  truth  ;  let  her  go."  They  then  tore  her  clothes  off;  they  did  not  pull 
tbem  off,  but  just  jibbeted  them  off,  like  paper ;  I  heard  them  when  they  came  up. 
We  had  been  looking  for  them  about  three  weeks  before  that,  but  they  did  not  come. 
That  was  on  Saturday  night,  the  20th  of  May ;  they  just  came  charging  up  like  a  party 
of  cavalry ;  they  scared  me  very  much,  sure  enough.  They  hollered  out,  **Opeu  the 
door."  1  was  frightened  so  I  could  not  get  up ;  they  knocked  both  doors  open,  and  I 
got  up  and  made  a  light  as  quick  as  I  could ;  when  I  had  the  light  made  up  they  took 
bold  of  me.  I  said,  "What  are  yon  gohig  to  do  f  They  said,  "We  are  going  to  loll 
all  the  free  niggers  as  far  as  we  go."  I  said,  "  I  have  not  dc/ne  anything."  They  took 
my  j-oungest  son,  my  baby,  the  next  youngest  to  Mary  Brown ;  they  brought  all  of  us 
out;  they  went  back  and  got  my  son-in-law,  Joe  Brown,  and  commenced  kn9cking  him 
and  beating  him  ;  they  had  big  sticks,  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  long;  they  wore  out  along 
fishing-pole  on  him.  They  had  him  down,  and  put  a  chain  on  his  neck,  an^  dragged 
him  about  a  great  deal.  Joe  said,  *'I  ain't  done  anything,  gentlemen  ;  what  are  yoii 
abusing  me  for  ?"  They  said,  "  We  will  kill  you,  God  damn  you  ;  you  shall  not  iive] 
here  a  bit."  He  said,  "I  have  bought  my  land,  and  got  my  warrantee  title  to  it ;  why! 
should  I  be  abused  in  this  way  t"  They  said,  "  We  will  give  you  ten  days  to  leave  J 
and  then,  God  damn  you,  we  will  burn  your  house  down  over  you  if  you  don't  leave.'! 

QuesUott,  Did  they  do  anything  to  you  that  night  f  I 

Anstc<^\  They  had  a  show  of  us  all  there ;  they  had  us  all  lying  in  the  road,  Mary 
Brown,  Mary  Neal,  and  my  next  youngest  daughter.  They  had  us  all  stripped  there, 
and  langhed*  and  made  great  sport.  Some  of  them  just  squealed  the  same  as  if  they 
were  stable  horses  just  brought  out.  You  never  saw  such  ill-behaved  men.  They 
knocked  around  as  long  as  they  wanted  to,  and  then  they  said,  "Now  yon  just  go  away 
from  here." 

Question,  Did  they  give  any  reason  why  they  wanted  yoor  son-rin-Iaw  to  go  away  T 

Anmccr.  They  just  said  he  should  not  live  there. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer,  1  could  not  find  out  exactly.  I  think  it  was  just  this:  When  he  Iwnght 
this  plantation  there  was  a  white  man  wanted  it ;  but  Joe  paid  the  money  to  a  widow 
woman  who  only  wanted  the  money,  and  Joe  had  it,  and  the  other  man  did  not. 

Question,  How  much  did  he  pay  for  it  T 

Answer,  Ho  paid  $120  for  his  part ;  two  of  Uiem  went  in  together— he  and  another 
black  man  named  Jim  Dover ;  they  two  went  in  together  and  bought  the  land. 

Question.  Is  Cleveland  the  county  seat  of  White  County  t 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  did  you  live  from  Cleveland? 

Answer.  Between  seven  and  eight  miles.    I  believe  thej*  generally  call  it  seven  mile». 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  lawyer  by  tho  name  of  Palmer.  Had  he  had  anything  to  do 
with  defending  the  men  charged  with  killing  Cason  ?  • 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  Just  about  two  weeks  I  met  Mr.  Alley 
on  Chattahoochee  bridge ;  I  was  going  to  the  store ;  he  said,  "  Good  morning ;  are  you 
running  away ? "  I  said,  "  No,  I  am  going  to  the  city."  He  said,  "We  were  not  frfter 
yon;  we  were  after  Joe  Brown  and  Mary  Brown."  I  would  not  question  him  ;  I  was 
afraid^  I  was  by  myself  and  did  not  know  what  he  would  do.    When  I  got  back  I  told 
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my  old  man  ivhat  Mr.  Alley  said  to  me ;  I  think  all  this  was  ahout  Mr.  Cason's  dcatii ; 
becauwe  thev  thought  Mary  knc^w  something  about  it,  and  they  wanted  to  try  and  get 
her  out  of  tLe  way  ;  a  white  woman  told  nie  that  was  what  we  were  Kn-Kluxed  ft^j- 

Que.'ition.  Do  you  recollect  to  have  heard  anything  said  by  anybody  there  that  night 
about  their  being  sent  there  ?  ^ 

Anniver.  Mr.  Cakes  and  Mr.  Alley  said  they  had  been  sent  for  a  long  time  to  come  and 
do  that :  that  they  had  had  orders  from  Governor  Bullock  to  come  and  do  it ;  I  stood 
off  and  listened  good,  and  saw  all  that  was  done,  because  I  wanted  to  see  it- 

Qucstion.  Do  you  know  any  other  people  who  have  been  whipped  or  abused  by  Ku- 
Klux  in  the  county  T 

Jtiauer.  I  do  not  know  particularly.  I  did  hear  of  some  black  <«ie8  on  Mossy  Creek 
that  they  wen^  in  on  that  same  night  and  whipped  a  black  woman  and  a  black  man 
pretty  nigh  to  death. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 

Qufstian,  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  here  t 

Ausicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  given  the  names  of  these  men  to  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer.  I'ffavo  only  the  names  of  Mr.  Cakes  and  Mr.  Alley. 

Question.  \Vhy  did  you  not  give  all  the  names  f 

Answer,  I  was  afraid  they  would  bother  mo  and  curse  me. 

Question.  Who  would  bother  you  t 

Avsxcer.  These  other  men. 

Question.  The  men  in  the  neighborhood T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  why  you  did  not  give  their  names  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  said  that  if  wo  came  down  here  and  swore  against  them  they 
would  kill  us. 

Question,  Why  did  you  not  give  the  names  of  the  balance  of  them  T 

Answer.  I  thought  if  I  could  get  them  in  you  would  catch  the  balance. 

Question.  Y'ou  snould  have  given  to  the  grand  jury  all  the  names  of  the  men  who  act 
in  that  way. 

^dnstcer.  1  thought  if  you  got  them  you  would  catch  the  balance. 

^Question.  Did  you  know*the  names  of  all  the  rest  f 

Answer.  1  knew  Henry  Henderson  and  Albert  Henderson  ;  Mr.  Stoball's  two  boys  I 
did  not  know ;  I  knew  Mr.  Palmer,  and  Mr.  Potts,  and  Mr.  Frank  Comer ;  then  ^ere 
was  auothfircentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  there,  Mr.  Miles  Meadows. 

Question.  Were  there  any  more  f 

Ansice/.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  some  more  that  I  cannot  recollect  the  names  of. 

Question.  You  did  not  tell  the  grand  jury  of  these  names  f 

Answer.  One  of  our  witnesses  had  said  I  had  better  just  say  so  many  and  not  be 
bothered  about  it. 

Quastion.  W^ero  you  not  asked  about  the  others  f 

Answer.  1  only  spoke  of  those  two,  because  they  led  in  it. 

Question.  Y'ou  wanted  to' let  up  on  the  others? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  not  that ;  I  wanted  to  have  you  get  those  two,  because  they  led  in  it. 

Question.  You  did  not  want  to  punish  any  of  the  rest  f 

Anstver.  I  wanted  to  punish  all  the  rest. 

Question.  How  could  they  be  punished  if  you  did  not  tell  about  them  t 

Answej'.  They  were  the  ones  that  got  the  rest  into  it.' 

Question.  Did  any  one  tell  you  not  to  give  in  those  names Y 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  the  prosecuting  attorney  about  itT 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  grand-jury  room  when  you  were  examined  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  1  reckon  he  was. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  the  grand  juiy  you  did  not  know  any  more  than  those  tw# 
men? 

Anstcer.  I  said  I  knew  those  two  particiTlarly.  There  were  some  there  with  false  faces, 
and  some  not;  some  did  not  get  off  their  horses,  and  others  jufet  staid  about  there. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  21, 1871. 
KACHEL  ARNOLD  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

*  BytheCHATRMAX: 
Question.  State  your  age,  where  you  were  bom,  and  where  you  now  live. 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  old  I  am.     I  think  I  am  somewhere  from  twenty- 
t|vo  to  twenty-five  years  old ;  1  was  bom  in  White  County,  and  I  live  there  now. 
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€}uc$tion,  Wlien  did  yon  come  to  Atlanta  Y 

Jljuncrr.  I  came  last  Wednesday  morning. 

Question,  Tell  us  what  you  know,  if  anything,  of  any  doinp^s  of  the  JCn-Klux. 

Ansicer,  When  they  came  to  my  sister's  they  did  not  whip  me  any,  hnt  they  whipped 
my  brother-in-law. 

Question,  You  are  a  sister  of  Mary  Brown  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  your  mother  has  just  been  examined  here  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion.  Were  you  there  on  the  night  these  people  came  to  their  house  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Qaestion,  Wliat  time  did  they  come  f 

Answer,  It  was  not  a  great  while  today;  daylight  was  breaking  when  they  left; 
I  had  been  bnt  a  few  weeks  there  when  they  came  there ;  it  is  not  my  regular  home. 

Question,  Did  they  do  anything  to  you  f 

Ansicer,  They  never  hit  me ;  they  only  just  pulled  me  out  of  my  bed  and  carried  us 
all  out  in  the  yard. 

Question,  Did  you  see  the  others  whipped  f  , 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  blows  do  you  suppose  they  struck  your  sister  t 

Answer,  1  did  not  see  all;  they  carried  her  away  from  me,  on  one  side;  they  had  her 
In  one  place  and  me  in  another. 

Question,  Did  she  cry  out  and  scream  while  they  were  whipping  her  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  some. 

Question,  Did  you  see  her  afber  she  had  been  whipped  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Did  she  have  any  marks  of  the  whipping  about  her  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  did  she  carry  them  ? 

Anstcer,  She  went  away  on  Tuesday,  aud  I  did  not  see  h^  for  five  months,  until  she 
came  here. 

Question,  Was  she  dressed  when  they  whipped  her  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  tore  her  clothes  off  and  made  her  lie  down  in  the  yard.  Two 
men  stood  on  her,  one  on  her  head,  aud  the  other  on  her  feet;  and  then  they  whipiMjd 
her  while  they  were  standing  on  her. 

Question,  Where  did  the  man  stand  who  whipped  her  T 

Answer,  He  stood  off  sort  of  one  side. 

Question,  How  many  blows  did  he  strike  her  .while  she  was  in  that  condition  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  how  many ;  a  great  many. 

Question,  Was  she  naked  when  they  whipped  herf 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  interfere  with  your  clothes  at  all  f 

Answer,  Not  any  more  than  they  made  us  all  lay  down,  children  and  all,  and  show 
ourselves.  * 

Question,  Were  the  men  who  stood  on  your  sister  and  the  man  who  whipped  her  dis- 
gnisedf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  know  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  know  any  of  the  men  who  were  there  f 

^ft«rer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  one. 

Question,  Who  was  he  f 

Answer,  His  name  was  Frank  Comer. 

Question,  How  did  you  happen  to  know  him  Y 

Anstoer,  I  saw  his  face.  He  just  had  a  small  piece  of  cloth  over  his  face,  with  a 
string  in  it,  like  a  veil.  He  stooped  down  to  spit>  and  I  saw  his  face ;  I  knew  him  very 
weU ;  he  lives  in  Cleveland. 

Question,  What  does  he  do  there  Y 

Answer,  He  is  clerk  for  his  father  in  a  store. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  the  names  of  other  parties  who  were  there  Y 

Answer,  1  heard  ray  folks  talk  about  some  others. 

QuestUm,  I  did  not  ask  you  to  give  their  names,  but  I  ask  you  if  those  persons  Jived 
in  that  immediate  neighborhood,^!:  off  at  some  distance  Y 

Anstcer.  They  lived  some  distance  from  there. 

Question,  Were  any  present  from  the  immediate  neighborhood  around  you  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  I  am  not  very  much  acquaiiited  where  my  folks  live ; 
I  do  not  stay  there  at  all. 

Question.  You  happened  to  be  there  then  Y 

Anstcer,  The  man  I  had  been  staying  with  had  moved  to  South  Carolina,  and  I  had 
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jost  gone  home  on  a  Tisit.    I  had  only  staid  there  a  couple  of  weeks  wlken  this  took 
place,  and  then  I  went  away  again. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 
Question.  What  day  of  the  week  did  this  take  place  T 
Amtvtr.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,  Where  did  your  sister,  Mary  Brown,  go  the  next  Tuesday  f 
Ansicer.  I  think  she  went  down  to  Dahlonega. 
Question,  How  long  did  yon  stay  there  ? 

Ansiver,  I  had  been  there  about  two  weeks  when  this  took  place. 
Question.  How  long  did  you  sta^  there  after  that  ? 
Answer,  1  left  when  my  sister  did. 

Question,  How  far  is  it  to  the  place  where  your  sister  went  f 
Answer,  About  fifteen  miles. 
Question.  How  did  she  get  there  f 
Answer.  She  walked,  I  reckon ;  she  went  away  from  home,  walking. 


Atjlanta,  Qborgia,  OeUiher  21, 1671* 
SARAH  McCOY  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Will  you  state  what  is  your  age,  where  you  were  bom,  and  where  yoa  now 
live! 

Answer,  I  am  going  on  seventeen  years  of  age  ;  I  was  bom  in  Cherokee  Coxmty ;  and 
I  now  live  in  Cass  County. 

Question.  When  did  you  come  to  Atlanta  ? 

Ansicer.  On  Monday  last. 

Question.  With  whom  are  you  now  living  T 

Answer.  With  my  father. 

Suestion.  You  are  unmarried  f 
nswer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  am  not  married. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  interruption  or  disturbance  of  yoar  father  by  pec^le 
that  are  called  Ku-Klux  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
*  Question.  State  what  it  was,  when  it  took  place,  and  all  about  it. 

Answer.  In  1870  they  burned  my  father  out  in  Cherokee  County,  and  swore  that 
they  would  kill  him  if  he  ever  came  back  to  that  county. 

Q^uesiion.  Who  did  that  f 

Ans^cer,  Willis  Hnrd,  Byrd  Covington,  Jim  Jones,  Jerry  Elroy,  Jack  Coriogton,  Diok 
Covin^on,  William  Edwards  and  his  sous,  Tobe  Owens,  Jack  Owens,  Bill  Pitts,  Law- 
son  Pitts,  Alfred  Pitts,  Bill  Hurd,  Reuben  Hill,  John  Waters,  and  some  others,  whoeo 
nam^s  I  cannot  think  of  just  now. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  they  come  to  your  father's  house? 

Ansicer.  About  an  hour  in  the  night. 

Question.  Were  you  in  bed  ? 

Ansicer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Just  tell  us  what  they  did  when  they  got  there. 

Ansicer.  I  was  sitting  by  the  fire  when  they  camo  in.  They  knocked  at  the  door,  a 
very  heavy  knock.  I  asked  who  was  there,  and  did  not  receive  any  answer  at  aU.  I 
rose  to  my  feet,  and  started  for  the  door.  By  that  time  the  door  was  bursted  in,  and 
thov  came  in  shooting,  and  cursing  and  swearing.  WiUis  Hurd  and  Byrd  Corington 
laid  hold  of  a  woman  that  father  had  hired  to  stay  with  us  while  he  was  gone.  They 
could  not  get  her  out  of  the  house,  and  then  Jerry  Elroy  laid  hold  of  her,  and  they 
took  her  out.  My  sister  was  in  bed,  sick;  a  man  jerked  her  out  of  the  bed.  I  did 
not  know  him,  but  my  sister  says  she  knew  him.  One  went  to  father's  bed  to  sec  if  he 
was  there,  but  he  was  not  there.  They  jerked  the  bed-clothes  off  the  bed,  and  tore 
them  all  to  pieces,  and  swore  that  if  father  ever  came  back  there  they  would  kill  him, 
iHJcause  he  is  a  Union  man.  They  then  drove  us  out  of  doors  into  the  yard,  and  would 
not  ffive  us  a  shawl  or  a  bonnet  to  put  on.  They  did  so  much  I  hardly  know  what  they 
did  do ;  some  did  one  thing,  and  some  did  another. 

Question.  Did  they  bum  the  house  T 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir,  they  burned  up  my  father's  house,  and  killed  my  flither's  mule  and 
one  of  his  cows. 

Question.  When  was  that  done  t 

Answer.  In  Febmary,  1870. 

Question.  Was  the  house  burned,  and  were  those  animals  killed  the  night  yoo  have 
been  speaking  off  ^ 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  bouse  Tras  bnnied  that  ni j^ht,  but  the  animals  were  uot  killed 
plumb  dead  then;  they  were  shot,  and  died  in  a  tew  days. 

Question,  Where  were  you  when  the  house  was  set  on  fire  ? 

AnsvMT,  I  was  standing  in  the  yard. 

Question.  Did  j'ou  see  them  set  tiro  to  the  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  did  that  T 

Anstcer.  John  Hurd  and  Jim  Jones. 

Question.  Where  did  they  kindle  the  fire  ? 

Anstcer.  One  of  them  kindled  a  fire  right  in  the  middle  of  the  floor.  Father  nad  a 
large  chest,  a  little  grain  higher,  I  reckon,  than  this  table,  in  which  he  used  to  keep 
his  mone^.  They  bursted  that  open  with  a  hatchet,  and,  after  they  got  done  looking 
through  it,  they  built  a  lire  in  it. 

Question.  Did  they  take  anything  away  that  your  father  hadT 

Attstcer.  I  saw  them  put  in  their  pockets  little  things  out  of  father's  chest.  Wo  do 
not  know  whether  they  took  his  money  or  not. 

Question.  Did  your  father  have  any  money  in  the  chest  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  reckon  they  took  U,  or  we  would  have  found  part  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  stay  there  in  the  yard  until  the  house  was  burned  down! 

Answer.  Not  until  it  was  buraed  plumb  down  ;  they  kept  us  there  until  about  two 
hours  before  day.    It  was  very  cold,,  raining  and  snowing,  and  the  rain  iroze  as  it  fell. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  these  men  go  away  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  ;  they  drove  us  away  i>efore  they  left. 

Question.  Were  they  on  horseback  or  on  foot  ? 

Answer.  They  were  on  foot. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  had  their  faces  all  black,  and  some  had  large  white  rags 
sewed  on  their  clothing. 

Question.  Did  they  give  any  reason  why  they  did  this  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  father  should  not  live  in  that  country,  because  he  was  a 
Union  man.  He  was  trying  to  collect  his  father*s  estate,  and  they  said  he  never  should 
do  it. 

Question.  Who  spoke  about  your  father  being  a  Union  man  ? 

Anstcer.  Dick  Covington. 

Question.  Were  those  men  you  have  named  as  being  in  tho  crowd  Union  men,  or  are 
they  what  are  known  in  our  country  as  rebels  f 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  known  what  they  were.  There  was  another  one  named  William 
McCoy  ;  he  is  akin  to  me. 

Question.  Did  you  stay  in  the  neighborhood,  or  did  you  go  away  from  there  t 

Answer.  My  father  was  in  Cartersville  the  night  the  house  was  burned.  The  nest 
morning  we  started  to  go  to  him,  and  came  down  near  Kingston,  whAe  I  had  a  brother 
living,  and  when  we  got  there  we  found  father  there. 

Question.  Have  you  been  back  in  Cherokee  County  since  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  hut  not  to  live.  I  have  a  great  many  relatives  there,  and  I  have 
been  back  there  to  see  them. 

Question.  Has  your  father  or  any  of  his  family  been  disturbed  since  that  time  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  verj'  bad :  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  any  violence  of  any  kind  done  any  of  the  family  there  that  night  T 

Anstcer'.  They  jerked  my  sister,  who  was  sick,  out  of  bed,  and  put  her  out  of  the 
house,  and  made  her  stay  out  there ;  that  is  all  the  abuse  that  we  got,  except  that 
they  cursed  us. 

Question.  Did  she  have  any  clothing  on  ? 

Answer.  She  got  on  her  dress  and  her  shoes,  that  was  all. 

Question.  How  was  it  about  your  clothes :  did  you  save  your  clothes  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  never  a  thing  in  the  world,  only  what  we  had  on. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  What  is  your  father's  name  T 
Anstcer.  James  McCoy. 
Question.  Where  is  he  now  f 
Answer.  He  is  here  somewhere. 
Question.  What  was  the  disguise  those  men  had  on  f 

Answer.  Some  of  their  faces  were  blacked  all  over,  and  some  just  partly  blacked. 
Qttestion.  How  did  you  know  them  all  f 
Answer.  We  had  been  raised  right  there  with  them. 
Question.  Had  you  any  trouble  in  recognizing  them  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  we  did  not  know  them  when  wo  first  saw  them,  but  we  did  after  we 
stood  there  so  long  with  them. 

Question.  You  had  no  difficulty  in  identifying  themT  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 

Answer.  No,  sir.  o 
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Question.  Yon  are  quite  certain  they* were  the  people  you  have  named  htret 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  your  near  neighbors  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  People  living  about  you  there! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  your  fallier  make  any  complaint  about  this  to  a  court? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  done? 

Answer.  Nothing  is  done  yet,  except  that  they  have  one  man. 

Question.  Who  arrested  him  ? 

An^wa-.  Mr.  Black. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  with  him? 

Ajiswer.  They  have  him  here  in  jail. 

Question.  What  is  his  name? 

Answer.  John  Waters. 

Question.  How  long  has  he  been  in  jail  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell ;  but  he  has  not  been  in  but  a  few  days. 

Question.  He  was  arrested  lately  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  right  lately. 

Question.  W^ere  you  examined  before  the  grand  jury  in  this  building? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  not  yet;  we  are  down  hero  on  that  business  now. 
.    Question.  Why  have  not  the  rest  been  arrested  t 

Answer.  None  of  the  balance  have  been  arrested  yet. 

Question.  You  say  this  was  in  February,  1870  ?     • 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  W^here  did  your  father  go  when  his  house  was  burned  ? 

Answer.  He  moved  into  Caas  County. 

Question.  How  far  oflf  ? 

Answer.  Twenty-five  miles  everybody  calls  it. 

Question.  What  is  your  father's  occupation  ? 

Ansicei'.  He  is  a  farmer. 

Question.  Was  there  a  farm  attached  to  the  house  you  lived  in  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  land  ? 

Answer.  One  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  I  think ;  but  I  do  not  know  exactly. 

Question.  Do  you  say  he  was  busy  in  collecting  his  father's  estate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  How  long  since  his  father  had  died  ? 

Answer.  1  believe  he  died  before  I  was  born. 

Question.  Was  lie  suing  people  for  debts? 

Answer.  Ho  had  not  sued  them  yet. 

Question.  When  they  came  to  your  house,  did  any  of  them  say  they  were  eommii- 
l^ting  this  outrage  on  his  property  because  he  wanted  to  make  them  pay  tile  debts  th&y 
owed? 

Answer.  Ihey  said  that  was  what  they  were  going  to  bum  him  up  for ;  and  that  Uiej 
Intended  to  watch*  Pine-Log  Mountain,  and  if  he  ever  came  over  that  moiuitain  agaio 
they  would  kill  him. 

Question.  That  was  what  they  did  that  for  ? 

Ansica\  Yes,  sir ;  and  because  he  was  a  Union  man. 

Question.  They  said  that  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  your  father  claims  against  any  of  these  men  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  exactly  how  it  is  mixed  up.  I  think  they  had  sold  tbe.  plaee 
they  were  to  collect  the  money  out  of,  and  the  one  that  owned  the  land  was  there  that 
night. 

Question,  Had  there  been  a  quarrel  between  your  father  and  him  about  it  ? 

Answer,  Never  a  cross  word ;  only  the  matter  of  selling  the  land. 

Question,  One  of  the  men  whose  laud  had  been  sold  was  one  of  the  meoi  who  caae 
there  ? 

Answer.  The  land  never  has  been  sold  yet. 

Question.  Your  father  was  going  to  collect  the  debt  from  that  land  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  were  in  your  father's  family  that  night  ? 

Answer.  There  were  none  of  his  family  there  at  home,  except  me  and  my  sister;  lad 
we  had  a  woman  who  was  hired  to  stay  with  us  until  father  came  back. 

Question.  Who  was  she  ? 

Answer.  Mrs.  Grogan.  ^^ 

Question.  \VheTG  does  she  live?  Digitized  by  GOOQIC 

Answer,  bne  was  only  a  neighbor  to  us  in  Cass.  ^ 
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Question.  Had  she  always  lived  with  yoa  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  only  staid  there  while  he  was  away. 
Question,  When  did  your  mother  die  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  year  it  was  now.    She  has  been  dead  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years. 


Atlanta,  Geohgia,  October  21,  1871. 
REBECCA  McCOY  swom  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  State  your  age,  where  yon  were  bom,  and  whore  yon  now  live. 

Anstcer,  I  am  about  twenty  years  old ;  I  was  bom  in  Cherokee  County,  and  I  now 
live  in  Cass  County. 

Question.  Were  you  at  home  when  some  people  came  to  your  father's  house  and  de-  . 
stroyeditf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that  f         • 

Answer.  It  was  the  7th  night  of  February,  last  year,  in  1870. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  you  know  about  that. 

Answer.  They  came  in  about  an  hour  in  the  night.  They  came  up  to  the  door  and 
knocked.  My  sister  and  Mrs.  Grogan  (pa  hired  her  to.  stay  with  us  until  he  came 
hack)  were  there  in  the  house.  They  knocked  at  the  door,  and  then  bursted  it  in,  and 
came  in  shooting,  and  cursing,  and  swearing  what  they  would  do.  I  was  sick,  and  hacf 
laid  down  early  that  night.  They  jerked  me  out  of  bed,  and  then  ran  to  pa's  bed.  He 
was  not  there ;  and  they  tore  up  all  the  bed-clothes.  They  took  Mrs.  Grogan  out  of 
the  house.  Jerry  Elrpy,  Byrd  Covington,  and  Willis  Hnrd  took  her  off  into  the  yard. 
Then  they  told  us  to  go  out  of  the  house  or  they  would  bum  us  up  in  it.  We  got  out, 
and  they  would  not  allow  us  to  go  back.  I  got  my  bonnet  and  shawl,  and  they  took 
them  away  from  me  and  flung  them  back  into  the  house.  My  sister  went  to  go 
into  the  door  to  ^et  her  bonnet ;  as  she  did  so,  she  trod  on  a  gun  lying  at  the  door, 
and  she  picked  it  up  and  shot  right  among  the  men  who  were  in  the  house,  as  they 
were  plundering  about  through  the  house.  One  of  them  threw  up  his  arms,  and  they 
carried  him  out.  They  broke  open  pa's  big  chest,  where  he  kept  his  money,  and  put 
fire  in  it.     « 

Question.  How  long  did  you  stay  there  T 

Answer.  They  kept  us  in  the  road  and  in  the  yard  together  I  do  not  knqw  how  long 
exactly ;  as  ray  sister  shot  the  gun,  they  drove  us  out  ot  the  yard  into  the  big  road.  It 
was  about  an  hour  in  the  night  when  they  first  came  in  :  and  then  we  staid  in  the 
yard  and  in  the  big  road  until  about  an  hour  before  day.  It  was  a  powerful  bad  night, 
that  night.  It  was  snowing  and  raining,  and  it  froze  as  it  rained ;  I  never  have  been 
well  since  that  night. 

Question.  You  had  nothing  on  your  heads  to  protect  you  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  thing. 

Question.  Did  you  luiow  any  of  these  parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  reason  did  they  give  for  destroying  your  father's  property  ? 

Answer.  I  only  heard  that  it  was  because  he  had  been  trying  to  collect  some  money 
on  his  father's  estate,  and  they  swore  that  night  that  they  would  kiU  him  before  he 
should  collect  it ;  that  is  all  I  ever  knew.  I  never  knew  of  his  having  an  enemy  in 
the  settlement,  or  in  the  country  about  there. 

Question.  That  is  all  the  reason  you  heard  given  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  were  only  you  three  women-folks  in  the  house  T 

Atiswer.  There  was  nobody  there  but  just  us  three  alone.  Pa  had  gone  to  Carters- 
vffle  that  morning.  One  of  my  brothers  had  killed  a  black  man  in  Cass  County,  and 
pa  had  started  down  there  to  have  the  committing  trial  that  morning.  Squire  Jim 
Harbin  came  to  our  house  that  morning,  and  told  pa  that  he  had  word  they  were 
coming  in  on  him. 

Question.  You 'spoke  about  their  shooting  when  they  first  came  into  the  house.  What 
did  they  shoot  T  ^ 

Answer.  Pistols. 

Question.  How  many  shots  were  fired  T 

Answer.  I  could  not  t^ll  you ;  they  just  shot  all  the  time  they  staid  there — as  long  as 
wo  staid  there.  They  drove  us  away  from  home ;  we  wanted  to  go  to  a  neighbor's 
boose  right  close  by,  but  they  would  not  let  us  go  there,  but  drove  us  to  another  place, 

Questi^.  How  did  they  drive  you  f 


394        CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Answer,  Jnst  told  us  that  if  we  did  not  ^o  they  would  shoot  us,  kill  us  right  thcw. 
Quealion.  Did  you  save  any  of  your  stuff  in  the  house  t 
Answer,  Not  a  thing  in  the  world,  only  what  we  had  on. 

By  Mr.  Bayabd  : 

Question,  When  your  sister  picked  up  that  gun  and  shot,  did  she  hit  anybody  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  but  when  she  shot,  one  of  them  flung  up  his  hands  this  way, 
[throwing  up  her  hands.] 

Question,  She  Hred  right  into  the  crowd  T 

Anstc&,  Yes,  sir ;  and  two  men  took  hold  9f  him,  and  took  him  out  of  doore;  and 
then  they  drove  us  out  of  the  house. 

Question,  Who  threw  up  his  hands  when  she  fired  the  gun  T 

Answer,  1  don't  know  who  it  was. 

Question,  Do  you  think  she  hit  him  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  there  was  a  man  in  the  settlement,  not  far  off,  who  died  the 
Friday  afterward,  and  they  said  that  he  froze  to  death. 

Quesition,  Do  you  believe  she  hit  that  man  T 

Answer,  Yes,*sir ;  so  we  were  told. 

Question,  Was  the  weather  cold  that  night  T 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  powerful  cold. 

Question,  When  did  he  die  T  • 

Answer,  That  was  on  Tuesday  night,  and  he  died  Friday. 

Question,  How  far  did  he  live  from  tnere  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  exactly. 

Question.  Yon  said  something  about  one  of  your  brothers  going  to  the  sqnire  — *"- 

Answer,  I  said  one  of  them  had  killed  a  black  man. 

Question,  How  long  before  that  f 

Answer,  It  has  been  now  about  two  years  since  he  killed  him ;  ho  was  quite  a  smaH 
boy,  only  about  fifteen  years  old.  Tho  black  man.  who  was  a  powerful  big  man,  m- 
dertook  to  hit  him  with  a  stick,  and  my  brother  stuck  a  little  kni&  into  him,  and  kedied. 

Question.  And  your  father  was  going  to  his  trial  that  day  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  happened  in  Cass  County  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  your  brother  tried  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  cleared  f 

Answer,  Ye«,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  They  said  he  committed  the  act  in  self-defense  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  is  this  lady  who  was  staying  in  the  house  with  yon  f 

Answer,  Mrs.  Grogan  ;  pa  had  hired  her  to  stay  with  us  until  he  came  back  boma* 

Question,  When*  did  she  come  into  the  house  Y 

Answer.  She  came  there  on  Tuesday  night,  before  the  house  was  burned  up  on  Moo* 
day  night. 

Question,  Where  does  she  live  now  f 

Answer,  In  Cass  County. 

Question.  How  far  from  you  f 

Answer,  But  a  little  ways. 

Question.  Has  she  lived  with  vou  since  that  time  f 

Answer.  She  staid  with  us  after  we  were  burned  out ;  we  all  staid  together;  -what 
she  had  was  burned  up  too. 

Question.  This  was  a  year  ago  last  February  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  recognize  the  people  who  were  there  f 

Anstcer,  I  knew  some  of  them ;  I  did  not  know  all. 

Question.  Did  you  recognize  all  those  you  saw  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  I  did  not  know  all  I  saw. 

Question.  What  kind  of  dress  did  they  have  on  f 

Answer.  They  all  had  their  faces  blaoked,either  all  over  or  in  spots,  And  white  dotha 
sewed  all  over  their  coats,  in  spots. 

Question.  Did  you  recognize  them  easily  f 

Answer.  I  had  been  raised  there  with  them. 

Question,  Were  they  people  who  were  living  about  you  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  had  their  hats  turned  wrong  sfde  out,  and  tied  doTB 
under  their  chins. 

Question,  They  said  the  reason  for  their  acting  so  was  to  keep  your  father  frooa  col- 
lecting the  money  that  was  due  his  father's  estate  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  all  the  cause  I  heard,  and  they  said  that  a  Union  ma 
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fihottld  not  live  in  th^t  county.    And  they  would  say,  '^  Company  Q,  hnrrah  for  old 
Tenneesee,  by  God." 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 

Qtiestion,  Was  your  father  the  only  Union  man  in  that  neighborhood  f 

Anmoer.  No»  sir;  there  were  some  more  up  in  there. 

QH€8tioiu  How  maiiv  Union  men  were  there  ?  » 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Qiiesiion.  Can  you  give  us  some  of  their  names  f 

Amtcer.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  could  tell  you  any  one  or  not. 

Question.  You  cannot  give  the  names  of  some  of  them  f 

Afistcer.  I  do  not  think  I  could.  I  believe  they  said  Bill  Edwards  was  a  Union  man, 
but  I  wiU  not  bo  certain  whether  he  is  or  not. 

Question.  Were  there  any  negroes  there  ? 

Answer.  Kone  around  where  we  lived ;  I  do  not  know  but  one  family  of  negroes  in 
all  that  couutry  about  there. 


•  Atlanta,  Georgia,  Octoher  21,  1871. 

JAMES  McCOY  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

QnesUan.  Will  you  state  your  age,  where  yon  were  bom,  where  you  now  live,  and 
what  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  1  was  nfty-uine  years  old  on  the  31st  day  of  August  last ;  I  was  bom  in 
SoQth  Carolina,  and  I  live  in  Cherokee  County  when  I  am  at  home ;  1  don't  live  any- 
where just  now  ;  I  am  a  farmer. 

QuesHon.  We  have  just  examined  your  daughters  about  the  burning  of  your  house 
and  property.    Will  you  tell  us  what  you  know  about  it  T 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you  the  best  I  can.  I  was  not  present  when  it  was  done,  though 
I  wish  to  God  I  had  been.  It  was  done  last  February  was  a  year  ago.  In  the  Decem- 
ber previous  to  that  I  had  a  son,  a  boy,  who  was  working  with  old  daddy  Crawford, 
down  near  Cassville.  A  nigger  fellow  swiped  him  with  a  stick,  and  the  boy  out  with 
bis  knife,  and  about  the  time  he  received  the  second  lick  he  stuck  it  into  the  nififeer. 
He  dropped  his  work  and  came  home.  I  had  not  been  at  work  much  myself ;  I  had 
been  chilling  for  something  like  two  years,  and  came  near  going  under ;  my  boys  had 
brought  me  home  to  stay.  This  boy  got  into  the  difficulty  on  the  11th  of  December. 
When  he  came  home  and  told  me  about  it,  I  sent  down  to  know  how  the  matter  was, 
about  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  miles  off.  Word  cajne  back  to  me  that  the  nigger 
was  dead.  My  boy  then  wanted  to  go  off ;  I  said,  ^'  No,  stand  right  here  until  they 
come  for  you ;  you  shall  not  desert  your  country  for  that ;  if  you  are  guilty  of  anything 
wrong,  yon  must  suffer ;  if  not,  you  will  go  clear."  There  was  only  one  man  who  saw 
the  circumstance ;  so  he  told  me.  I  saw  the  man  in  some  four  or  five  weeks,  near 
Christmas  time,  and  asked  him  about  ii.  He  told  me  about  the  same  as  the  boy  had 
said.  I  said,  "  Yes,  now  the  first  thine  you  know,  here  will  come  a  reward  from  Gov- 
ernor Bullock  for  you,  and  you  had  better  see  what  hands  you  can  fall  into."  Sure 
enough,  about  the  last  of  January  or  the  first  of  February  a  couple  of  men  came  down 
here  to  Atlanta.  I  told  my  son  that  they  came  down  here  to  get  a  reward  for  him. 
They  arrested  my  boy,  and  carried  him  down  to  Cartersville.  Isaw  General  Wafbrd, 
and  got  him  to  defend  my  boy.  I  came  down  with  the  witness  and  got  a  committing 
trial.  I  came  home  Sanday  evening.  The  next  momine  Squire  Harbin,  a  neighbor  of 
mine,  came  to  me  and  said,  **  The  boys  are  going  to  Ku-Klux  you."  I  said  to  him,  "  You 
can  tell  them  that  I  know  notliing  about  the  'ku' part,  but  if  they  will  wait  until  I 
get  back  I  will  *  kluk '  with  them  ;"  that  is  the  way  I  answered  him.  That  night  they 
ran  in  and  burned  me  up.  I  had  only  one  mule,  and  they  shot  him  three  different  times ; 
so  my  family  told  me.  I  never  got  home.  I  did  not  intend  to  go  back  until  court  was 
over ;  when  I  was  able  to  go  back  I  did  not  have  anything  under  heavens  left.  I  had 
some  ei^ht  or  ten  dollars  in  my  pocket,  for  I  had  to  pay  my  expenses. 

QuesUion.  How  long  were  you  away  f 
.  Afistcer.  I  never  got  back  until  about  the  first  of  June.    I  was  taken  sick  and  did  not 
get  back,  and  I  had  nothing  to  ^o  to.    They  said  they  we^  going  to  take  my  life,  and 
when  I  did  go  back  they  waylaid  me  and  were  going  to  shoot  me.    I  got  word  of  it, 
and  did  not  go  to  the  place. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  parties  that  your  family  told  you  came  there  and  burned 
tbehotise? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  about  all  of  them,  for  the  children  have  beeiyraised  right 

there.  uigitized  by  V^ 

Questum.  Which  side  were  you*  on  during  the  war  f 
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Jnsicer,  I  was  always  a  Union  man,  jost  as  I  am  now.  ^ 

Question.  Had  yon  been  an  outspoken  Union  man  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  never  kept  it  a  secret  anywhere. 

Question.  What  had  these  men  been  who  burned  your  property  f 

Ansicer,  They  were  what  we  call  rebs,  and  that  class  of  people  who  laid  out  and. 
plaved  the  game  of  snatch,  a  great  many  of  them,  during  the  war.  I  was  not  with 
thAn,  but  they  were  of  that  name  at  any  rate.  I  was  not  in  that  county  during  tbe 
war.  I  saw  they  would  conscript  my  son,  and  J  had  him  detailed  to  work  in  the  factoizy, 
and  I  kept  him  out  of  the  war  on  that  ground,  for  I  had  nothing  to  fight  for  in  tJ^ 
war. 

Question.  Have  threats  been  made  against  you  since  your  house  was  burned  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  pretty  frequently.  We  had  an  election  in  this  State  in  December  Xbr 
three  days.  I  went  to  Canton  to  see  about  a  piece  of  land  my  son  has.  They  had  been 
informed  that  it  had  been  returned  as  wild  land,  and  would  be  sold  for  taxes  ;'  and  I 
went  to  Canton  to  see  about  it.  As  I  went  to  go  into  the  house,  there  was  a  pretty 
smart  crowd  around  the  door,  and  one  of  the  parties  who  was  there  grabbed  my  right 
arm,  and  said  :  "  Come  here,  I  want  to  talk  with  you  awhile."  I  looked  ilp  and  saw 
who  it  was,  and  I  said,  "  I  have  no  chat  for  you."  He  said,  *'  By  God,  I  want  to  talk 
with  you."  I  said,  "  I  am  on  other  business,  and  will  not  talk  with  you  now."  My 
son  is  not  educated,  and  I  went  to  look  over  the  papers.  As  I  returned,  this  same  fel- 
low was  standing  there,  and  grabbed  mo  again,  and  said,  **  Now  come  out  here,  you 
have  got  to  talk  with  me."  We  went  out  to  the  edge  of  the  crowd,  and  he  dropped 
down  on  a  parcel  of  brick.  I  thought  he  might  give  mo  a  poauce  ou  the  side  of  the 
head ;  so  I  watched  him.  He  said,  *'  I  understand  you  aocase  mo  of  robbing  and  burn- 
ing your  house."  I  said,  "  No,  sir,  I  was  not  there ;  but  my  familv  say  you  were  there-'-' 
He  said,  "  It  was  nobody  but  Jack  Burton ;"  and  then  he  said,  '*  Are  you  going  to  pros- 
ecute it  f"  I  said,  "  I  am,  if  we  ever  get  a  jury  in  this  county."  He  said,  "By  Gtod,  I 
will  put  you  out  of  the  way  if  you  do."  I  said,  "  When  I  get  you  fast,  you  will  have  no 
chance."  He  said,  "  By  God,  some  of  the  rest  of  the  boys  will  do  it."  I  just  riz  rig^t 
up  and  thought  I  would  shoot  his  head  off.  I  know  he  had  threatened  my  life  before, 
and  it  was  pretty  tough.  I  riz  up  to  do  it,  and  my  son  stepped  in  and  turned  mo  away, 
and  I  did  not  do  it.  If  I  had,  I  never  would  have  got  ten  steps  from  that  place.  One 
of  them  came  up  to  me,  and  I  said,  *'  How  are  you,  John  f"  but  he  turned  right  away. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  you  had  not  prosecuted  those  men  f 

Answer.  1  should  have  had  them  taken  up,  but  I  have  been  sick  the  biggest  part  of 
my  time  since,  and  I  was  destitute  of  money,  and  I  had  a  family  to  supi>ort.  I  beard 
frequently  that  they  boasted  that  I  had  nothing  to  law  them  with.  I  had  some  little 
money  for  one  of  my  sous,  but  it  was  all  gone.  I  only  had  but  $345,  and  .$128  was  for 
my  son,  which  I  wad  holding  for  him.  I  nad  a  good  watch,  a  splendid  watch.  They 
got  it  ail  when  they  burned  thp  house.  I  had  about  eleven  and  a  half  dollars  in  silver 
money,  in  old  coin.  They  did  not  leave  mo  a  thing  under  heavens,  only  what  I  bad 
on.  A  gentleman  came  to  me  the  other  day,  (it  was  just  before  court  sat  here,)  and  toM 
me  that  he  heard  a  couple  say  what  theiy  were  going  to  do  with  me.  He  said  that  they 
were  going  to  take  me  out  and  beat  me  just  as  long  as  they  wanted  to,  and  then,  wheo 
I  came  to  again,  they  would  cut  my  throat.  I  know  those  men  as  well  as  I  know  any- 
body. 

QuesHon.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Ku-Klux  operations  in  your  country  f 

Answer.  It  is  a  common  word  out  there,  if  a  man  gets  a  little  umbrage  against  an- 
other, to  say,  "By  God,  I  will  Ku-Kluk  you ;"  that  is  a  common  thing.  That  is  as  com- 
mon as  it  is  to  go  to  breakfast  or  to  dinner.  I  have  never  been  at  home  to  stay  there 
since,  for  my  life  is  threatened. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  change  since  the  law  of  Congress  was  passed  f 

Anstter.  Yes,  sir ;  that  word  has  ceased  since  then.  In  Bartow  County  they  tried 
three  of  the  boys  of  that  profession  there,  and  they  penitentiaricd  them  for  Ufe.  I 
went  up  home  some  time  last  summer,  when  I  got  able  to  go.  I  had  nothing  to  ride, 
and  had  to  walk.  I  went  to  Squire  Harbin,  with  the  intention  to  get  w^arrants  and 
have  them  arrested,  for  they  had  threatened  me  so  often.  I  said,  "  Squire,  if  I  under- 
take this  job  I  have  in  view,  will  you  rule  the  x>eople  f  He  knew  what  I  meant;  I 
meant  could  he  suppress  any  outrage  they  would  get  up  f  He  said, "  I  will  send  you  to 
Canton,  and  that  will  give  you  a  better  chance  to  get  out  of  the  way."  I  took  it  for 
granted  from  that  that  I  was  not  safe  there.  Squire  Jones,  who  lives  in  the  same  dis- 
trict, some  four  or  five  miles  off  from  him,  sent  me  word  some  time  ago  that  I  could  not 
get  justice  there ;  that  I  w<mld  not  be  safe  to  go  in  there  and  bring  an  action. 

Qtiestion.  You  say  that  Squire  Harbin  told  you  at  one  time  that  they  were  going  to 
Ku-Klux  you ;  how  did  he  know  that  f 

Answer.  That  is  where  I  am  at  a  loss.  I  did  not  think  of  anything,  or  care  much  for 
anything  then,  only  my  boy ;  I  was  in  trouble  about  my  boy  then.  I  did  not  *ak 
Squire  Harbin  how  ne  knew  that ;  I  wish  to  God  I  had,  but  I  did  not.  Of  course  if  he 
had  not  heard  of  it  and  knew  who  it  was,  he  could  not  have  told  me  the  boys  were 
coming.  *  "^ 
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Queftion.  Who  is  regarded  as  the' head  of  the  Ku-KInx  in  that  country? 

Answer,  I  have  heanl  jt  reported  about,  but  I  cannot  qualify  to  it  on  odth ;  but  I  have 
heard  it  reported  that  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Poi>e  rales  the  shebang  there. 

Question.  Wllere  does  he  live? 

Answer,  On  Etowah  Kiver,  not  far  from  Canton,  between  Canton  and  where  I  live. 
They  repeatedly  came  over  to  my  family  there,  (so  my  family  told  me,)  and  said  they 
allowed  to  take  my  life  before  I  could  collect  a  little  money  that  was  coming  tome 
from  my  father^s  estate.  A  gentleman  there  had  bought  a  piece  of  land,  and  had  never 
yet  paid  for  it.  They  threw  it  up  to  the  family  that  I  had  been  trying  to  collect  some 
inoney»  and  they  said  that,  "God  damn  him,"  they  allowed  to  kill  him  before  he  col- 
lectecl  it.  I  have  not  collected  it  yet,  for  I  have  been  a  little  sort  of  dubious  about 
going  there  and  trying  to  collect  it.  I  do  not  fear  them  exactly,  but  they  could  pop 
away  at  me  from  the  bushes  when  I  could  not  help  myself.  I  have  not  long  to  live 
anyhow,  but  I  would  hate  to  be  killed  by  such  fellows  as  they  are. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  this  party  as  being  men  who  lay  out  daring  the  war  ? 

Jnstper,  Well,  a  good  portion  of  the  war  I  am  told  they  did. 

Question.  Are  they  disreputable  men  in  that  community  t 

Anstver,  Well,  during  the  last  year,  or  a  portion  of  the  year,  before  they  kept  liquor 
up  in  there 

Question,  Up  where  f 

Answer.  Up  in  those  hills. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  distilling  liquor  illicitly  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  are  engaged  in  distilling  liquor  against  the  law,  and  they  supposed 
yon  reported  on  them  f 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  do  this  injury  to  you  because  of  that,  or  was  it  because  of  your 
collecting  the  money  due  on  your  father's  estate? 

Answer,  I  think  the  money  was  the  principal  cause,  for  the  very  man  I  tried  to  col- 
lect the  money  out  of  was  one  of  the  parties  there,  and  one  of  his  sons  has  toted  his 
gun  repeatedly  since  to  shoot  me. 

Question,  You  said  that,  among  the  neighbors  up  there,  it  was  com*mon  talk  for  a  man 
who  disliked  another  to  say  that  he  would  Ku-Klux  him  ? 

Answer,  Tftat  was  a  common  word. 

Question,  Was  that  said  to  men  in  joke  or  in  earnest? 

Answer,  That  was  a  common  word  where  I  have  been  staying  until  those  men  were 
tried,  and  since  they  were  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  lite  you  hardly  ever  hear 
that  spoken  of. 

Question,  What  had  those  men  done  ? 

Answer.  Two  of  them  had  killed  a  negro.  The  negro  had  been  stabbed  by  one  man, 
and  then  two  or  three  men  ran  in  upon  him  that  night  to  shoot  him,  for  tne  purpose 
of  getting  clear  of  the  law. 

^estion.  There  were  three  white  men  ? 

Anstcer,  There  were  four;  but  the  principal  one  they  say  they  never  have  caught. 

Question,  They  caught  the  other  three  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  tried  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and- sentenced  them  to  the  Georgia  penitentiary  during  life. 

Question,  And  they  are  in  jail  now  f 

Answer,  O,  bless  you,  yes. 

Question.  Were  they  Ku-Klux  men  ? 

Answer,  They  were  so-called. 

Question,  They  killed  a  black  man  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  they  are  suffering  now  for  their  crime  in  the  penitentiary  ? 

Answer,  They  are  now  on  the  Cartersville  and  Van  Wert  road  at  hard  work.  One  of 
them  had  been  that  evening  out  on  a  kind  of  a  bust-up ;  his  liquor  had  all  given  out, 
and  as  he  went  to  get  some  more,  or  perhaps  had  got  it,  on  his  way  back  ho  met  these 
men  going  to  do  the  mischief.  He  gave  them  a  dram,  and  then  sat  down  in  the  road 
and  waited  until  they  came  back.  He  was  not  within  thjpe  hundred  yards  of  where 
the  mischief  was  done,  yet  he  was  convicted  for  life. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  That  was  in  Bartow  County  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  since  they  have  been  tried  for  that  you  do  not  LearBQ  much  of 

K^-K^^-  uigitized  by  GoOglC 
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By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Question.  Wfien  people  would  say  to  each  other,  **  I  will  Kn-Klnx  you,"  waa  It  said 
jocularly  or  in  dead  earnest  f 

Jnstcer,  It  has  proved  very  frequently  that  they  did  Ku-Klux.  Some  partite  mi^t 
have  spoken  it  just  to  bo  speaking,  but  very  frequently,  I  think,  it  was  in  earnest. 

Question.  Was  that  said  when  men  had  personal  disputes  alyiut  anything,  mone;  or 
anything  else  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  My  son  lived  up  there  close  by  me,  and  one  of  these  parties,  KA 
Co%iugton,  told  my  son  that  they  would  Ku-Klux  him.  My  son  replidi  back,  •*  Go 
ahead, '  if  they  wanted  to  do  it.  Dick  said  he  would  be  damned  if  ne  was  afraid  to 
do  it,  and,  sure  enough,  he  was  one  of  the  crowd  that  did  do  it. 

Question,  What  does  this  Covington  do  ? 

Answer.  He  gets  his  living  by  cultivating  the  earth. 

Question.  You  know  the  names  of  the  men  who  were  allegod  to  have  burned  yonr 
house  down  f 

Anfwa:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  those  men  near  neighbors  to  you  T 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  them  live  right  around  there ;  the  farthest  off  is  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Mullins,  who  lived  in  Pickens  County. 

Question.  Have  you  come  down  here  to  prosecute  these  men  before  the  United  States   I 
court  ?  1 

Answer.  1  have  been  working  to  do  it,  if  I  can  do  it.  But  I  am  destitute  of  funds  ami 
everything  else,  and  I  do  not  know  how  I  shall  succeed.  I  went  to  Judge  ParroU  to 
know  if  I  could  get  my  cause  removed  from  Cherokee  County,  because  it  would  heont 
of  the  question  for  any  man  to  get  justice  done  him  there  who  ditl  not  belong  to  this 
klan.  Judge  Parrott's  reply  was,  "  I  think  you  can  take  it  to  the  Federal  court ; "  and 
that  is  this  court. 

Question.  And  that  is  why  you  came  here  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  been  here  frequently,  and  every  dollar  I  have  made  I  have 
spent  in  trying  to  get  this  matter  up  here. 

Question.  I  hope  you  will  succeed  m  bringing  them  to  justice. 

Answer.  That  is  all  I  want. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  cases  of  conviction  of  these  fellows  in  any  othei 
county  T 

Answer.  Of  this  same  klan  f  * 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q,uestion.  \Yheif  was  that  conviction  of  the  three  men  in  Bartow  County  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  first  week  of  this  last  August.  It  was  but  just  a  day  or 
two  before  court  sat  that  I  asked  Judge  Parrott  about  what  I  have  just  now  staled  to 
you. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  far  is  Bartow  County  from  Cherokee  County  f 

Answer.  It  is  an  adjoining  county. 

Question.  Are  the  people  who  burned  your  house  of  wealth  and  property  t 

Answer.  Some  are  and  some  ain't ;  some  are  like  me ;  they  have  not  got  anything*  I 
was  a  poor  man,  bad  off,  but  I  had  enough  to  live  on  and  be  comfortable ;  I  had  some 
few  dollars. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Question,  How  many  were  concerned  in  it  f 

Answer.  From  the  best  information  I  could  get  there  were  a  great  many  of  th«m ;  hat 
I  do  not  think  they  all  went  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  what  I  had.  I  think,  by  what 
I  can  understand,  that  some  went  to  preserve  my  life.  I  went  last  Saturday  morning 
and  levied  upon  one  of  the  parties,  and  he  is  here  in  this  place  now.  if  he  has  not  broken 
away.  He  acknowledged  to  a  great  many  names,  and  I  have  got  tnem  down  fast.  Bat 
I  understand  to-day  that  he  says  he  was  out  of  his  head  and  crazy  when  be  said  it 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  a  portion  of  the  men  went  there  to  prevent  vicrfencc 
to  you  personally  f 

Ansicer.  Only  according  to  reports. 

Question.  It  is  reported  that  some  men  personally  friendly  to  you  were  there  t 

Answer.  If  they  went  to  p^serve  my  lire  they  were. 

Question.  Knowing  those  men,  you  know  who  they  are ;  do  yon  recognize  among 
those  men  any  whom  you  believe  to  have  friendly  feelings  towanl  you  ? 

Answer.  Let  me  tell  you  before  I  go  any  further.  There  was  an  old  gentleman  lived 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  me,  on  another  lot  of  land ;  the  line  runs  between  as. 
At  the  time  they  drove  my  family  out  they  wanted  to  go  there,  but  they  would  not  kt 
them.  They  wanted  to  go  to  another  place,  and  the  y  would  not  let  them  go  there.  They 
kept  them  there  in  the  cold  pretty  much  all  night.     Since  that  night  this  old  i 
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told  me  that  he  went  there  with  his  pistol,  and  that  if  there  waa  anythiufi^  like  rioting 
or  £ghting,  he  would  bo  damned  if  ho  had  not  shot  at  them.  But  he  wbiud  not  tell  me 
the  naracsi  for  ho  was  afraid.  • 

QucsHcn,  About  how  many  people  do  you  think  were  present  at  the  destruction  of 
your  property  t 

Answer.  This  fellow  Hurd  told  my  neighbor  that  he  had  a  hundred  men  to  mob  me 
any  time  he  could  catch  me  there  over  Pine  Log  Mountain.  This  man  whom  1  have  got 
Anrcsted  says  the  woods  were  full  of  them. 

Question.  It  is  because  there  was  so  msmy  that  you  believe  you  could  not  get  a  fair 
trial  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  "Why,  bless  you,  I  know  I  could  not,  for  the  former  sheriii  of  that  county  was 
one  of  the  men  concerned.  He  came  to  arrest  my  son  when  the  reward  came  out,  and 
I  met  him  at  the  door  and  told  him  that  he  should  not  do  it. 

Question.  How  large  a  reward  was  offered  ? 

Answer.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  doUars. 

Question.  By  whom  t 

Answer.  By  Governor  Bullock. 

Question,  Had  your  son  made  any  attempt  to  conceal  himself? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  at  all. 

Question,  What  was  the  necessity  of  offering  a  reward,  then  t 

Afistcer,  Why,  as  I  have  said,  a  couple  of  men  came  down  here,  and  when  they  returned 
there  was  the  reward. 

Question,  Who  were  those  men  f 

Answer,  Edwards  was  one,  and  Hurd  was  another.  Mr.  Moore,  who  is  ordinary  at 
Canton,  dropped  a  letter  over  to  Edwards,  to  take  the  boy  and  put  him  in  the  hills  for 
awhile,  and  then  they  would  have  a  greater  reward.  And  the  next  thing  there  was  a 
reward  of  $750  come  out. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 
Question,  Was  that  reward  paid  f 
Anstcer,  It  was  to  be. 

By  Mr.  Bayard:      *  ' 

Question,  It  was  to  be  paid  upon  conviction ;  and  the  boy  was  cleared  t 

Answer.  Yes,  #ir. 

Question.  No  attempt  was  made  to  arrest  your  boy  until  this  reward  was  offered  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  there  all  the  time,  just  frolicking  about  and  going  to  parties. 

Question.  There  was  no  difliculty  in  finding  him  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  offices,  if  any,  did  those  two  men  hold  who  came  down  here  and  got 
the  reward  offered  f 

Answer,  No  office  at  all. 

Question,  They  were  citizens  there  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Moore,  who  lives  at  Canton,  is  ordinary  for  Cherokee  County— so  I  am 
told.  He  is  a  big  dog  there,  as  big  a  dog  as  shakes  his  tail  in  the  streets.  He  sent  a 
line  to  Edwards  to  arrest  tlio  boy  and  put  him  out  in  the  hills,  and  then  he  would 
return  back  to  Governor  Bullock  and  have  the  reward  raised.  I  can  produce  a  man 
vrho  knows  all  about  that. 

Question,  Did  these  men  attempt  to  procure  a  conviction  of  your  son  T 

Answer.  Why,  God  bless  you,  this  man  Edwards  came  to  me  to  get  me  to  turn  the 
boy  over  to  him  and  let  him  turn  him  over  to  the  sheriff.  Old  man  Hurd  came  to  me 
and  said,  *'  If  you  have  any  confidence  in  anybody,  make  a  friend  of  him  and  let  L.m 
take  the  boy  and  you  will  get  some  of  the  reward."  I  said,  "  Why,  this  is  my  boy  that 
you  are  talkiug  about."  .  *  . 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 
Question.  You  say  you  were  a  Union  man  during  the  war  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  Did  you  get  along  pretty  well  up  there  ? 
Answer,  I  did  not  five  up  there*. 
Question,  Where  did  you  live? 

Answer,  In  Baldwin  County,  in  this  State.    I  had  my  children  to  work  in  thefaotoiyi 
and  in  that  way  I  kept  my  oldest  son  out  of  the  service. 
Question.  You  are  a  pretty  out-sj^oken  man. 
Answe7;  I  always  speak  my  sentiments  lust  right  plumb  square. 
Question.  You  are  not  afraid  to  do  that  ? 

Answer,  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  one  man,  if  I  am  heeled  just  as  well  as  he  is. 
Question,  You  went  to  Cherokee  County,  where  there  were  some  Union  people? 
Answer,  They  are  very  scattering ;  like  people  in  the  Western  country — Udn-settled. 
Question,  Then  there  are  not  many  rebels  or  Union  men  there  I  ^ 

Answei;  It  is  a  rebel  county. 
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Que9ium,  There  are  a  majority  of  rebels  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  two  to  one. 

Quesiion.  Thero  are  some  colored  people  there  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Governor  Brown  has  got  his  negroes  there ;  he  rules  the  connty. 

Question,  Are  there  a  great  many  repubucaus  there  nowf 

Answer,  Since  they  accused  him  of  going  North  and  selling  himself  he  does  not  do  so 
well,  but  he  is  gaining  gronnd  again  smartly.  No  mistake  about  that ;  I  am  a  Joe 
Brown  man,  I  am ;  I  do  not  care  who  knows  it. 

QuesUoH.  Was  Governor  Brown  thought  much  of  in  the  rebellion  f 

Answer,  Yaa,  sir;  and  I  heard  not  a  cry  against  Governor  Brown  until  he  vrent 
North. 

Qu^tion,  Did  not  a  great  many  people  in  Cherokee  County  go  with  him  for  the 
republicans  and  vote  for  General  Grant  f 

Answer.  There  are  not  many  Grant  men  up  there. 

Question.  Y'ou  said  that  Brown  ruled  the  county  ? 

Answer,  Until  that  time,  I  say. 

Question.  You  say  tlic  rebels  are  about  two  to  one  t 

Answer,  I  expect  there  are  more,  aeoording  to  the  way  they  used  to  count  at  tbe  bal- 
lots-boxes. 

Question,  About  one-third  are  Union  ? 

Answer.  That  would  bo  so.    I  know  there  used  to  be  a  large  m^ority  there. 

Question.  How  are  they  in  Cass  Connty  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  things  run  thero,  because  since  the  destruction  of  my 
property  I  hardly  ever  go  to  elections.  ^ 

"Quesliofu  Did  you  own  the  farm  you  lire  on  f 

Ansicer.  It  belonged  to  my  sons.  I  said  thoy  carried  me  there  to  see  if  I  could  get 
up  a  little.    I  have  not  been  elear  of  cliilling  for  a  week  at  a  time  for  about  three  years* 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  It  was  not  your  property  that  was  destroyed,  thenf 
Answer.  It  was  my  household  stufl"  that  was  burned  up. 

By  Mr.  Voorhkes  : 
Question.  Does  Governor  Brown  live  in  that  county  T 
Answer,  He  has  a  plantation  there,  but  ho  lives  here  now.. 
Question.  Would  they  Ku-KIux  him  up  there  f 

Answer.  He  has  a  brother  thero,  a  mighty  lino  man ;  I  have  heard  of  their  beini^ 
about  him. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  Ocioler  21, 1871. 

CAROLINE  SMITH  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  your  age,  where  yon  were  born,  and  where  you  now  live. 

Answer.  I  expect  I  am  about  thirty-live  years  old.    I  was  born  in  Walton  County, 
but  raised  from  three  years  old  up  to  nine  in  Gwinnett ;  I  now  live  in  Walton  County. 

Quesiion.  When  did  you  come  to  Atlanta? 

Answer.  I  think  we  have  been  here  over  two  weeks;  I  think  last  Monday  was  two 
weeks  ago.    I  left  home  on  Thursday  before  the  second  Sunday  in  October. 

Question.  W^iat  did  yon  leave  home  for  f 

Ansicer,  The  Ku-Klux  came  thero. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  about  that. 

Answer.  They  came  to  my  house  on  Thursday  night,  and  took  us  oat  and  whipped 
us;  that  is  about  all  that  it  was. 

Question.  Who  came  there? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  but  two  of  them,  Mr.  Felker  and  Mr.  Rich. 

Question.  Where  do  they  live  ? 

Ansicer.  In  Walton.    Mr.  Felker  keeps  store  there,  and  Mr.  Rich  lives  on'Mr.  Jor- 
dan's land. 

Quesiion.  How  many  were  there? 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  them,  twenty-five  or  thirty,  perhaps  more ;  but  ten  of 
them  whipped  mo. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  the  night. 

Question.  At  what  time?  ^ 

Answer.  Late  in  the  night ;  I  do  not  know  what  time.    I  siW^w^lPyv^^Qfie  that  night, 
for  thoy  had  been  there  once  before,  and  wo  never  laid  down  early  in  the  night  aS  of 
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us;  0ome  of  ossat  np  tiie  better  part  of  the  night.    I  was  pretty  ni^h  asleep  when  1 
heard  them  coming. 

Quesiion,  Did  they  come  on  foot  or  on  horseback  t 

Anmver,  They  oame  to  the  honse  on  foot,  bat  they  hitched  their  horses  alongside  the 
big  road  not  more  than  a  quarter  o£f. 

Question.  How  were  they  dressed  t 
*  Answer,  They  had  on  pants,  like  anybody  else,  but  th^  were  pot  on  their  body  like 
they  make  children's  clothes.  They  had  on  some  kind  of  falee*face.  Mr.  Rich  was  the 
first  man  who  struck  me,  and  Mr.  Felker  was  the  head  man  of  them  when  they  came 
there  the  first  time  and  last  time.  They  caught  my  husband  and  beat  him  as  much  as 
they  wanted  to,  and  then  they  came  in  ana  said,  "  Make  up  a  light."  I  made  up  a 
light,  and  then  Mr.  Rich  came  to  me  and  said,  *^  Who  is  this!  "  I  said,  **  Caroline.^' 
He  said,  ^*  H'm,  h'm,  come  out  of  h^re.'^  I  went  out,  and  they  made  me  get  down  on 
my  knees.  He  said,  ^'Who  is  in  the  other  house  f'  I  said,  '^  Sarah  Ann.''  Felker 
says  to  some  of  them,  "  Fetch  her  out  here."  Felker  then  said, ''  Take  ofif  this/'  poii^ 
ing  to  i^  dress,  "and  fasten  it  around  you."  They  then  made  me  fasten  it  to  my 
waist.  He  wliipped  me  some,  and  then  he  made  me  take  my  body  off,  which  I  wore 
onder  my  dress.  He  gave  me  fifty  more,  and  then  said,  "  Qo  and  get  some  water,  and 
don't  let's  hear  any  |f!g  talk  from  you,  and  don't  sass  any  white  ladies."  I  said, ''  I 
don't  do  that." 

QuesUan.  How  many  blowjs  did  they  strike  yout 

Answer,  They  hit  me  fifty :  they  had  so  many  men,  and  they  hit  me  so  many  licks 
apiece ;  theyjul  hit  me  five  licks  apiece. 

Queeiian,  With  what  f 

Answer,  With  hickories.  They  did  not  whip  me  with  a  stiek;  they  whipped  me 
wit^  a  hickory. 

QueetUm,  How  long  ago  was  thist 

Answer,  It  has  been  ever  since  the  Thursday  night  before  the  second  Sunday  in  Oc- 
tober.   I  left  home  on  Sunday  night  afterwards ;  1  came  away  in  the  night.  • 

Question,  Who  was  this  Sarah  Ann  f 

Anew&\  She  was  my  sister-in-law,  who  lived  with  us. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  to  hert 

Answer.  They  beat  her,  and  kicked  her  in  her  back,  and  she  has  not  got  over  it  yet. 
They  hit  her  on  the  head  with  a  pistol,  and  they  made  her  strip. 

Question,  What  do  you  mean  by  that  f 

Answer,  Thev  made  her  pull  her  clones  np,  like  they  did  me. 

Question,  Did  they  puU  your  cloiliee  entirely  off,  or  only  down  to  the  waist  t 

Answer,  Down  to  the  waist. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  your  husband  the  same  night  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  With  what? 

Answer,  They  beat  him  with  rocks  and  pistols  and  sticks,  and  then  they  whipped  him 
with  hickories. 

Question,  How  many  blows  did  they  strike  him  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  I  was  on  the  bed,  and  had  not  got  up,  and  I>was  peeping 
out  of  a  crack.  I  never  said  a  word,  and  did  not  get  up  until  they  came  in  and  tola 
me  to  get  up  and  mi^e  a  lij^t. 

(^testion.  Did  they  give  l&rah  Ann  as  many  blows  as  they  did  youf 

Answer,  They  struck  her  about  forty  blows,  and  they  beat  her  with  a  pistol,  and  hit 
her. 

Question,  Who  told  them  how  many  licks  to  give? 

Answer,  Mr.  Felker  is  the  man  who  told  them  the  first  time  when  they  came  there. 
Every  one  ran  but  me  and  three  little  children ;  I  staid  in  the  house,  and  all  the  rest 

rt  away.  Felker  was  the  man  who  told  them  how  many  lieks  to  put  on  me.  When 
oame  his  time  he  struck  me  but  three  licks,  and  struck  me  very  light.  Mr.  Rich 
then  took  tiie  stick  and  struck  me ;  and  Mr.  Felker  then  said,  *'  Don't  strike  her  hard." 

Question,  Did  they  whip  you  the  first  time  they  came  there  f 

Answer,  They  ^vo  me  twelve  licks.  I  said  that  I  wanted  to  put  my  shoes  on,  for  I 
was  very  sick.  He  saw  I  was  scared  in  a  manner  to  death,  and  no  made  me  sit  down. 
I  sat  a  while,  and  then  he  made  me  get  up  and  stand  up.  He  was  shaking  his  fist  at 
me  all  the  time.  He  then  made  me  go  back  and  sit  down,  and  there  asked  me  ques- 
tions. He  made  me  sit  down  three  times,  and  made  me  fpt  down  on  my  knees,  and 
then  they  whipped  me ;  but  they  did  not  make  me  put  oft  my  dress,  for  I UM  ihtxai  I 
was  sick. 

Question,  When  was  the  first  time  t 

Anewer,  On  the  19th  day  of  March. 

Questian,  What  did  they  tell  von  they  were  doing  it  fort 

Answer,  Nothing,  only  one  of  them  said,  **  I  don't  want  to  hear  any  big  talk."  Tiie 
fijst  time  tiiey  did  not  say  what  they  did  it  for ;  the  last  time  they  said,  '*  We  don't^ 
wont  to  hear  any  big  talk ;  and  dont  sass  any  white  ladies."    I  said,  *'  No,  I  only  atlr 

26a 
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to  my  own  bnainese."  After  they  had  whipped  all  three  of  ns  F%lket  looked  In  iind 
said,  "Do  you  know  any  of  us?"  I  said,  ''No,  I  don't."  He  said,  "Do  y<^  mispiHon 
who  we  aref  "  I  said,  **No."  I  told  them  a  lie,  for  I  knew  tliem  w^ll  enough,  but  I 
knew  they  would  kill  me  if  I  said  I  did.  Said  he,  "  Are  you  going  to  watch  ns  wlien 
we  go  to  leave  ?  "  I  said,  "  No,  sir ;  I  am  not."  He  said,  "  I  will  leave  two  or  -^pee'df 
these  wild  men  to  watch  you,  to  see  if  you  watch  us ;  shut  the  doors,  Mid  don't  opci^ 
them."    I  shut  the  doors,  and  I  did  not  open  them  then. 

Question.  Did  they  give  any  reason  why  they  whipped  your  huslmnd  f 

Answer.  He  said  to  them, "  Just  hold  on  a  minute,  if  you  please ;  what  are  yon  whip- 
ping me  for  ? "  They  said,  "  Never  mind  that,  so  we  whip  you."  That  is  all  the  ftiitis- 
taction  they  gave  him. 

CM68ft'on.  What  did  they  whip  Sarah  Ann  fort  v 

Answer,  They  told  her  pretty  much  about  the  same  they  did  me.  They  never  said 
anything  particularly  as  to  what  they  did  it  for ;  only  just  told  me  not  to  have  any  big 
talk,  or  sass  any  white  ladies. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  colored  people  or  white  people  who  nave  ^een 
whipped  besides  your  own  folks? 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  that  same  night  ? 

Question,  Any  night. 

Answer,  I  know  a  heap  that  they  whipped  the  first  time,  but  I  cannot  think  of  all 
of  them  now. 

Question.  Were  they  whipping  people  between  the  two  times  t^y  came  to  see  yon? 

Answer,  They  rode  once  a  night  every  week. 

Qttestion.  Did  they  always  whip  some  one  f 

Answer,  Not  every  time ;  sometimes  they  would  get  out  of  the  way,  and  somcftknes 
they  would  catch  them.  They  caught  a  girl  a  few  weeks  before  they  came  to  our 
house,  within  a  half  a  mile  of  us,  and  whipped  her :  then  they  whipped  Abrslnuii 
■  Smith's  wife  in  March.  They  made  a  soatterment  of  the  darkies  when  they  eaibe 
;  throughr  there  the  first  time.  After  that  we  were  all  scared  and  uneasy,  and  watchifi^ 
'■  for  them.  I  talked  with  Mr.  Moore  about  it ;  he  said,  "  If  yon  will  stay  here  and  troiS 
\  ray  land,  you  shall  not  be  pestered  any  more."  My  husband  went  off,  but  I  sent  for 
j  him  and  told  him  what  Mr.  Moore  said,  and  got  him  back.  And  just  as  >ve  gbt  our 
I  crop  done,  and  had  pulled  all  the  upland  fodder,  and  were  going  over  the  cotton  the 
J  first  time,  then  they  came.  We  then  had  to  leave  anyhow  ;  I  could  not  stand  it  any 
i  longer. 

(^estion.  What  became  of  your  crop  ? 

Answer,  It  is  there  now,  and  they  are  gathering  it. 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Moore  friendly  to  the  Ku-Klnx;  do  you  suppose  he  wanted 
them  to  treat  you  in  this  way  ? 

Anstcer,  Well,  I  could  say,  but  then  I  do  not  know  it.  I  hate  to  say  anything  about 
a  man  without  I  knowed  it.  He  says  that  he  was  in  favor  of  it  bolbre  we  came  over 
there,  and  after  we  came  over  there  and  he  came  here,  and  it  stood  as  it  did,  he  said  he 
was  not  in  favor  of  it.  He  told  me  this :  that  he  did  not  know  what  they  did  it  for, 
for  there  was  nothing  wrong  about  Caroline,  and  he  liked  them  as  well  as  he  did  any 
colored  people.  I  said :  ''Mr.  Moore, Mr.  Willis  Gilbert  is  a  man  who  owned  a  heap  of 
.darkies  m  slavery  times,  and  he  has  lots  on  his  plantation,  and  he  says  no  Kn-Klax  can 
come  on  his  premises  without  he  says  so ;  and  he  is  a  man  of  good  understanding." 
Mr.  Moore  did  not  say  anything  more  to  me. 

Question,  You  say  they  made  a  general  scattering  of  the  darkies  in  March  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  What  reason  did  they  give  for  that  ? 

Ansvxr.  They  said  we  should  not  have  any  schools;  and  that  white  people  should 
not  countenance  us,  and  they  intended  to  whip  the  last  one ;  that  is  what  they  soldi 

Question,  Why  did  they  not  want  you  to  have  schools? 

Answer,  Schools !  They  would  not  let  ns  have  schools.  They  went  to  a  colored  man 
'there,  whose  son  had  been  teaching  school,  and  they  took  every  book  they  had  and  throw 
them  into  the  fire ;  and  they  said  they  would  just  dare  any  other  nigger  to  have  a  book  in 
his  house.  We  allowed  last  fall  that  we  would  have  a  school-house  in  every  distiict ; 
and  the  colored  men  started  them.  But  the  Ku-Klux  said  they  would  whip  every  nnoi 
who  sent  a  scholar  there.  There  is  a  school-house  there,  but  no  scholans.  The  coTocod 
people  dare  not  dress  u^  themselves  and  ^x  up,  like  they  thought  anything  of  them8clTt*». 
for  fear  they  would  whip  us.  I  have  been  humble  and  obedient  to  them,  a  beap  more 
«o  than  I  was  to  my  master,  who  raised  me  j  and  that  is  the  way  they  serve  us. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 
Question,  What  had  these  disguised  men  been  doing  that  they  were  afraid  of  befng 
found  out  ?    What  did  they  suppose  yon  would  tell  on  them  ? 
Answer,  Just  going  about  whipping  us  black  ones.  j 

Question,  They  thought  you  knew  of  what  they  had  done  in  that  way  iSl^ 
Answer.  They  knew  I  knew  it.    They  asked  me  if  I  knew  who  they  were. 
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,  (fmmtion,  Msd  these  men  who  comtnitted  this  cruelty  on  jon  been  perpetrating  any 
yio]»tion  of  law  that  they  were  alxaid  yon  would  expose  them  for  f 

Answer.  Nothing,  only  whipping  ns. 

i^mtatioH,  When  they  asked  you  if  you  knew  anything,  they  referred  to  their  whip- 
ping youf 

Ammoer,  Yes,  sir. 

QMieslifm.  That  is  all  the  reason  yon  know  for  their  attack  on  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  all  I  know  of. 

^ffueftion.  They  dad  not  accuse  you  of  anything  else  t 

AmMwer.  No,  sir. 

QuesiioH.  Were  any  of  these  men  engaged  in  making  spirits,  running  stills  f  You 
are  safe  to  answer  here.  ; 

^ii««^r.  WeU,  they  were. 

Qu&iien.  Was  that  the  busineeR  they  were  afraid  of  having  discovesed  t 

Answer,  That  was  one  portion  of  it.  I  reckon. 

Queetum,  Had  the  reyenne  officers  been  there  hnnting  them  up  f 

Answer.  They  had  not  when  I  came  from  there.  They  had  made  their  brags  that 
revenue  officers  were  afraid  to  come  there;  they  said  they  had  the  men  to  keep  them 
oat. 

QuesHQU,  Was  it  their  fear  that  you  would  report  them  about  that,  that  caused  this 
violence  to  you  f 

Answer.  They  charged  me  to  say  nothing  about  what  was  going  on.  I  said,  "  It  is 
none  of  my  business.'*^  They  said  that  if  anybody  came  and  asked  me  if  I  knew  where 
any  of  that  thing  was  going  on,  not  to  tell  it. 

Question.  Did  they  charge  you  with  having  told  those  people  of  what  was  going  on  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  thev  knew  I  had  never  told  that.  This  thing  was  going  on  right 
close  to  bur  bonse.    Then  they  have  a  cave,  a  little  further  over,  where  they  used  to 

fo  and  disguise  themselves.  They  would  ask  me  if  I  had  any  whisky.  I  said,  "  No,  I 
ave  not  got  any.''  They  said,  **  Don't  you  know  where  there  is  any  f '  I  said,  *^  I  don't 
know."  They  were  trying  me  to  see  if  I  would  tell.  They  searched  all  about  in  my 
slab  drawer  and  in  my  pockets,  but  could  not  find  any.  They  reached  up  and  took  a 
gnu  there  was  there,  and  broke  it  in  two,  and  threw  it  in  the  fire.  They  said,  ^*  We 
don't  allow  you  to  have  any  such  thing  as  this  here." 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Qnestwn.  You  said  that  making  whisky  was  one  of  the  things  they  waited  to  find 
out  if  you  had  told  about  t  ^ 

Answer.  I  reckon  so,  by  their  asking  me  those  questions. 

Question.  What  else  besides  that  ? 

Ansicer.  Nothing  else,  except  that  they  charged  me  not  to  tell  about  their  coming  to 
my  house. 

Question.  Not  tell  that  they  had  been  there  to  your  house  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  Ku-Kluxing  us ;  not  to  tell  that. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  21, 1871. 

THOMAS  M.  DRENNON  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  :  » 

QuesHoju  State  your  age ;  where  you  were  bom ;  where  you  now  live,  and  what  is 
your  occupation. 

Answer.  I  was  bom  in  1829,  in  Morgan  County,  Georgia ;  I  now  live  in  Floyd,  County; 
my  occupation  is  blacksmithing  and  wagon-making. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  Floyd  County  do  you  live  f 

Answer.  I  live  three  miles  west  of  Rome. 

Question.  Have  you  in  your  neighborhood  any  of  those  people  that  are  commonly 
called  Ku-KluxT 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  there  have  been  some  there  in  the  neighborhood  that  are  called 
Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Have  any  of  them  ever  come  to  your  house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  said  by  them,  and  what  took  place  there  t 

Answer.  They  came  there  last  January,  I  think,  and  about  as  well  as  I  could  count 
them  there  were  about  twenty  odd ;  I  could  not  count  them  all.  They  were  disguised 
so  tiat  I  conid  not  see  their  faces ;  they  had  something  over  their  faces,  hanging 
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beard  of  them.  They  said  they  had  do  oil-cloths ;  that  they  were  Just  from  the  moon. 
Weill  they  rode  aroand  my  houao,  and  told  me  that  if  I  did  not  got  npaud  open  tiie 
door,  they  would  break  it  down.  I  said,  "  Wait  until  I  am  dressed."  They  said,  **  No, 
it  isn't  worth  while  to  dress,  for  you  wiU  have  to  pull  your  clothes  oflf  again.''  I  ssid 
that  would  make  no  difference,  I  would  put  them  on.  I  got  up  aud  opened  the  door ; 
I  saw  that  they  were  standing  all  around  both  doors  of  my  house,  when  I  went  to 
the  door,  they  commenced  groaniug.  They  then  asked  me  what  my  name  was.  I  said 
to  them,  "  It  ain't  worth  while  for  me  to  tell  you  my  name ;  you  know  it."  They  then 
said  to  me,  in  a  pretty  fierce  manner,  **  How  do  we  know  it  f  TeU  it  in  a  minute.*  I 
told  them  that  Drennon  was  my  name.  Then  they  all  hallooed  out,  or  pretty  much 
aU  of  them,  "  Drennon."  They  then  asked  me  if  I  did  not  cook  a  radical  or  a  negro 
barbacue  down  in  Rome.  I  told  them  that  I  cooked  a  barbacue  down  there  that  some 
of  the  people  called  radical,  and  some  called  republican.  They  groaned  again  when  I 
told  them  that,«and  a^ed  me  what  I  did  it  for.  I  told  them  I  did  it  because  I  was 
hired.  Then  they  asked  me  what  sort  of  ticket  I  voted.  I  told  them  I  voted  a  white 
ticket.  They  then  said,  "  Tou  are  a  radical."  Says  I,  ''No,  I  reckon  I  am  as  &r  fh>m 
being  a  radical  as  yon  are."  One  of  them  said,  ''  No,  yon  ain't."  About  that  time 
sotne  of  the  others  spoke  to  them,  and  told  them  to  hu^ ;  and  then  they  said,  ^  Let's 
go,"  and  all  started  off  fi'om  the  house.    That  is  about  all  they  said  to  me  at  that  tima 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 

QnestUm,  How  many  were  there  t 

Answer.  Somewhere  about  twenty,  I  think. 

Question,  Were  they  di^uised  t 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  all  disguised. 

Queaiion,  Were  they  on  horseback  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qutsiion,  At  what  time  of  the  night  was  this ;  was  it  early  or  late? 

Answer.  It  was  pretty  late.  They  went  on  by  my  bouse,  going  on  down ;  that  was 
the  night  they  whipped  ai^  old  fellow  bv  the  name  of  Jourdan  Ware,  a  freedman,  wh# 
lived  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  me.  I  did  not  see  them  whip  him,  but  he 
came  up  to  my  house  the  next  morning,  and  said  they  had  abused  him  pretty  nnart. 
They  went  on  into  Rome  the  same  night,  rode  across  the  bridge ;  at  least,  that  is  what 
was  reported ;  I  did  not  see  them. 

Question.  Was  the  whipping  of  this  negro  man  the  only  thing  they  did  that  you 
iMrd  reported  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  one  shot  down  about  a  mile  and  a  half  firom  town,  and 
probably  they  whipped  some  more  ci  them ;  I  am  not  positive  about  their  whipping 
any  more,  but  I  think  I  heard  that  they  whipped  some.  I  know  that  they  shot  one ; 
that  was  talked  of.  ^ 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  you  hear  them  use  luiy  threatening  language  aboot  Migor  Haigiove  f 
Answer,  Not  that  crowd,  I  did  not. 
QuesUon.  Tou  told  them  you  voted  a  white  ticket  t 

Answer.  I  said  that  I  voted  a  white  ticket ;  that  was  the  answer  I  gave  them. 
Question,  What  did  they  understand  by  that  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 
QvmUou,  Yon  meant  it  to  be  aomewhat  equivocal  f 

Answer.  I  just  meant  that  1  voted  a  piece  of  white  paper ;  that  is,  that  my  tieket 
was  on  white  paper. 

QuesUmi.  Had  you  voted  the  republican  ticket  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  had  not.    I  would  have  dona  it  if  it  had  not  been  for  certaia  things. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  were  those  things  f 

Answer,  To  tell  you  the  truth  about  it,  I  was  afraid  to  do  it. 

Question,  You  are  a  republican  in  sentiment,  as  I  understand  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  That  was  the  election  last  fall  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  not  far  from  Christmas ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  beftsv 
or  after ;  it  was  when  Mr.  Hamt>ve  and  Mr.  Burnett  ran  for  the  legislature. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  after  the  election  that  they  came  to  your  house  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  declare,  I  do  not  know  how  long  it  was ;  I  think  it  was  somewhev 
alon^  between  the  middle  and  the  last  of  January.  I  do  not  recollect  what  tin«B  fliB 
election  came  off;  I  think,  though,  it  was  along  about  the  last  of  December,  I  reckon, 
or  in  November. 

Qu^Vum.  Do  vou  know  whether  others  of  the  republicans  were  afraid  to  vote  Aeir 
ticket  at  that  election  t 
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Answer.  I  heard  tliat  Mr.  Joaeph  Kemp  was.  He  did  not  tell  me  so,  but  others  did 
They  said  he  was  intimidated,  so  that  he  did  not  Tote  as  he  would  have  done  other- 
wise. 

Question,  Did  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  about  M^jor  Hargrove  being  threatened  ? 

Answer.  I  just  heard  that  there  was  talk  goingj  about  generally  in  Eome,  I  do  not 
now  recollect  who  it  was,  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  be  on  him  about  the  time  they  got 
their  dinner  ready. 

Question.  That  is,  at  the  time  of  the  barbacue  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sii*.    Major  Hargrove  hired  me  to  cook  the  barbacue  for  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  an  old  man  of  the  name  of  Antony,  at  Mr. 
Bryant's  f 

Ansu^er,  I  know  an  old  freedman  of  that  name ;  he  is  at  Captain  John  Turner's  now, 
but  he  has  been  at  Mr.  Bryant's.  I  could  not  say  that  I  positively  know  what  was 
done  to  him,  but  I  have  the  report  from  good  authority.  It  was  said  that  the  Ku-Elnx 
came  in  and  whipped  him  ana  others  at  a  terrible  rate,  and  took  off  a  very  fine  rifie 
and  shot  gun,  both  together,  of  the  negro's. 

Question,  His  propei'ty  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  said  something  about  the  scourging  of  Jonr^an  Ware;  what  was  there 
about  that  case  t 

Answer.  He  came  up  to  my  place  the  next  morning ;  he  had  promised  to  work  for  m  v 
neighbor,  Mr.  Angle,  the  next  morning.  He  came  up  and  told  him  that  he  could  not  work 
for  iiim,  for  the  Ku-Klux  had  beat  him  up  the  night  before.  His  head  was  all  bloody, 
and  he  had  it  tied  up.    He  said  they  gave  him  a  terrible  beating. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  alM>ut  a  man  named  Joe  Kennedy  t 

Answer.  Joe  Kennedy  t  It  seems  to  me  that  was  the  name  Qf  a  6eedman  that  was 
shot* 

Question.  Where  was  that  t 

Answer.  Between  my  house  and  Rome,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  &om  Bome.  I  think 
J^e  Kennedy  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  shot. 

Question.  Was  that  the  same  night  they  came  to  your  house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  kill  him  or  only  wound  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  killed  him,  but  I  dq  not  know  what  their  intention  was. 

Question,  Did  they  molest  his  wife  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect ;  I  am  not  positive  about  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  did  any  other  injury  to  Ware  except  to  beat 
himf 

Answer.  I  think  they  took  off  his  gun ;  that  was  the  report. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  reason  ihey  assigned  for  these  beatings  and  shootings! 

Answer.  Well,  I  declare,  I  do  not  know  what  their  reasons  were  for  them,  I  did  hear 
a  rumor  about  over  the  settlement  there  that  he  had  had  some  slight  talk  to  a  gentle- 
man's wile,  a  white  lady,  and  called  her  '^  sis,  '^  or  ^^  wife,"  or  something  of  that  sort, 
one  day  when  she  was  passing  along  the  road.  I  heard  somebody  say  that  they  allowed 
that  probably  that  was  it,  but  then  nobody  knew  for  certain. 

Question.  How  old  is  Jonrdan  Ware  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  forty-five  or  fifty ;  may  be  older. 

Question.  Before  your  election  last  fall  were  any  uoitieee  posted  arouiid  and  served 
upon  the  people,  or  any  of  them,  with  reference  to  voting  ? 

Anstcer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  saw  any,  and  I  do  not  reooUect  whether  1 
heard  of  any  or  not. 

Question,  How  long  since  you  first  heard  of  the  Ku-Klnx  nding  around  over  the 
country  t 

Answer.  In  that  part  of  the  country  t 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  heard  of  them  for  the  last  eighteesi  months. 

Question.  In  what  numbers  do  they  assemble  f 

Answer.  Those  are  all  that  I  ever  saw ;  I  do  not  know  any  others.  I  have  heard 
people  say  that  there  have  been  very  large  numbers  of  them  assembled  together,  but 
those  are  all  I  ever  saw. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  those  men  f 

Answer.  O,  no^  sir  j  no  more  than  I  would  know  oBe  ef  the  rounds  of  these  cbairs 
if  it  was  covered  up  in  a  sack.  They  had  their  faces  covered  over,  and  a  great  poekei 
of  a  concern  eoming  down  in  front. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  f  r-^  j 

JllWCCr.  No,  sir.  ^    ^,    ^  .  Digitized  by  CjOOQ  Ic 

QnestUm.  Did  you  know  any  of  their  horses  t  o 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  it  was  in  the  dark.     Well,  there  was  a  white  or  gray  mule  th^ 
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smd  then  there  were  different  colored  horses  ,*  but  I  could  not  tell  whose  they  wore,  for 
they  kept  moviug  round  about. 

Question,  You  could  not  judge^  then,  whether  they  were  people  who  lived  in  yoor 
neighborhoodi  or  were  strangers  from  a  distance?  ' 

Answer,  I  could  not  tell.  If  you  could  see  Mr.  Bryant,  he  could  give  information 
about  that  old  Antony  negro. 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 

Question,  You  said  that  when  they  went  away  from  your  house  "  that  was  all  they 
did  at  that  time.''  I  supposed  that  you  were  going  to  tell  about  what  they  did  at  some 
subsequent  time. 

Answer,  That  was  all  the  time  I  over  saw  them  or  heard  anything  from  them  partic- 
ularly on  my  account. 

Question,  Have  you  known  of  their  riding  about  during  the  last  summer  or  this  fall  f 
Are  they  still  raiding  through  your  locality  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  heard  just  last  week  that  Mr.  Bryant  and  Mr.  Captain  John  Turner 
had  gone  to  get  the  gun  they  took  away  from  Antony  ;  they  found  the  gun,  but  the 
man  who  owned  it  at  that  time  was  not  there.  They  left  it  until  the  man  should  come 
back.  It  is  reported  now  that  a  band  of  disguised  men  came  there  and  took  away  the 
gun.    Mr.  Prescott  had  the  gun  in  charge,  though  he  said  he  bought  it. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  of  any  whippings  recently  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  believe  I  have.  It  was  up  in  Chattooga  that  they  killed  old 
man  Foster's  ferryman ;  they  killed  him  last  spring.  They  said  ne  was  a  mighty  good 
old  servant. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  \ 

Question,    Did  you  ever  hold  any  office  f 

Anstcer,  I  never  held  any  office. 

Question,  1  understand  you  to  say  th^t  those  men  surrounded  your  house,  with  this 
groaning,  &c.,  some  time  last  January? 

Answer.  1  think  it  was  in  January  { I  will  not  be  positive. 

Question,  And  excepting  that  time,  you  have  not  yom*self  had  any  x>ersonal  knowl- 
edge of  these  things  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  All  thikt  you  have  stated  otherwise  is  gathered  from  mere  rumor^  about  the 
neighborhood  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  some  threat  to  interfere  with  the  diuner  or  barbecne  f 

Answer,  Yet,  sir ;  I  heard  them  talking  about  it. 

Question,  Was  there  any  interference  with  the  barbecue  f 

Answer,  None  in  the  world,  only  after  I  had  got  done  with  the  barbecue  some  men 
came  in,  and  one  said,  "  It  is  time  these  damned  barbecues  were  leaving." 

Question.  Was  he  disguised  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  interference  with  the  barbecue  by  tiie  Ku-Klux  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  The  threat  came  to  nothing? 

Answer,  No.  sir,  but  I  looked  for  it. 

Question,  Tne  barbecue  was  held  and  passed  off  peaceably  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    There  was  no  disturbance  at  all,  but  I  looked  for  it. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  a  man  being  shot  on  the  night  these  people  came  to  your 
house ;  how  do  you  know  that  ? 

Anstver.  1  say  that  was  the  general  talk. 

Question,  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it  ? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  know  that  man  yourself? 

Afiswer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  see  him  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  is  dead  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  If  he  is  dead,  do  you  know  who  killed  him  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  When  you. state  what  happened  at  your  house,  you  have  stated  all  of  your 
personal  knowledge? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  rest  is  mere  rumor  ?  r^  i 

Question,  Were  you  summoned  before  the  grand  jury  in  rSj^^tolSns  iK&nessf 
Answer.  Which  business? 
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QuesUon,  The  matters  yon  have  been  speaking  of  here. 
Answer,  I  was  summoned  by  the  marstial. 

.  Question,  Were  yon  summoned  to  testify  to  the  matters  yon  have  been  speaking  of 
here? 
Answer*  I  suppose  so ;  it  was  in  behalf  of  the  United  States 
Qvesiion,  And  in  regard  to  these  matters  you  have  been  sjieaking  of  here? 
Answer.  Yes^sir. 


Atlanta,  Geobgia,  Ootober  21, 1871. 

TILDA  WALTHALL  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  State  your  age,  where  you  were  bom,  and  where  you  now  live. 

Answer,  I  am  twenty-one  years  old;  I  do  not  know  where  1  was  bom,  but  I  live  in 
Haralson  County. 

Question,  When  did  you  come  here  from  Haralson  County  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  now  what  day  it  was ;  a  few  days  ago. 

Question,  Are  yon  a  married  woman  f 

Answer.  They  killed  my  husband. 

Question.  Who  killed  hmi  f 

Answer.  The  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  When,  Md  where  t 

Answer.  It  was  in^andson  County,  in  May. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  about  it,  and  who  they  were. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  but  two  of  them. 
.    Question,  Who  were  they  f 

Answer.  Old  man  Monroe  and  Ben,  his  hon. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  how  many  there  were. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  crowd  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Were  they  riding? 

Answer.  They  were  riding,  but  they  left  their  horses.       ^ 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  f 

Answer,  They  were  disguised. 

Question.  Howf 

Answer.  They  had  on  great  big  gowns,  and  great  big,  long  sleeves,  wide  sleeves. 

By  Mr.  Scofuxd: 
Question.  Were  their  faces  covered  T 
Answer.  Some  were,  and  some  were  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Now,  tell  ns  all  that  they  did. 

Answer.  They  came  and  hallooed  to  open  the  door ;  my  husband  got  up  and  got  ont 
of  the  house;  he  crawled  in  under  the  house.  Then  they  came  around  and  went  into 
the  garden  and  pulled  off  a  plank,  and  he  was  lying  there ;  and  they  shot  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  shot  him  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question*  How  many  shots  did  they  fire  at  himf 

Answer.  They  never  fired  but  once. 

Question.  Did  that  shot  kill  himf 

Answer.  He  lived  uptil  the  next  nicht  about  dusk,  when  he  died.  They  beat  him 
after  they  shot  him.    The  report  was,  uiat  they  said  they  gave  him  three  hundred. 

Qtt<»<i<m.  With  what! 

Answer,  With  sticks. 

Qustion,  Did  they  beat  him  with  his  clothes  on,  or  did  they  take  them  off? 

Answer,  His  clothes  were  off  or  pulled  up.  He  did  not  have  on  anything  but  his 
drawers  and  shirt,  and  they  pulled  nis  drawers  down  and  his  shirt  up. 

Question.  Did  they  beat  nim  on  the  naked  flesh  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qustion.  Was  that  in  the  night-time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  time  of  the  ni^ht  t 

Answer.  Well,  when  they  left,  chickens  were  crowing  for  day.  C^  r\r\c%\o 

Question.  Did  they  give  any  reason  for  treating  him  m  that  way  T  by  vjOOglL 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  did  not  say. 
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Question.  Did  yonr  husband  say  before  he  died  whether  he  koew  «ny  of  tbem.  or  ii»t  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  never  said  a  word  about  them ;  imry  word.  / 

Question.  Was  he  able  to  talk  much  t 
Anstcer.  He  did  not  say  much. 
Question.  Where  have  you  been  liviiiff  f 
Anstoer.  Ob  old  man  Wyatt  WiUiamrs  land. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  else  who  was  interfered  with  by  the  Ku-KIos  f 
Anstoer.  There  are  some  more  up  on  the  mountain,  about  six  miles  ih>m  us^  that  were 
interfered  with. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  You  stated  that  old  man  Monroe  and  his  son  Ben  were  there  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  Duncan  Monroe.  • 
Question.  Did  you  know  him  and  recognize  him  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

(luestUm.  What  had  he  a^inst  your  husband  f 
Answer.  Lord  knows ;  I  don't. 
Question.  What  was  your  husband's  name? 
Anstoer.  John  Walthall. 

Question.  Did  he  know  anything  those  people  were  afraid  he  would  tell  t 
Anstoer.  If  he  did,  I  did  not  know  it ;  I  had  not  been  married  very  long. 
Question.  How  many  of  those  people  were  there  t 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  many  there  were. 
Question.  How  many  did  you  see  ? 

Ansu^er.  I  do  not  know  how  many ;  I  did  not  count  them ;  I  could  not  give  any  idea 
of  how  many  there  were.  ^ 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  faces  of  any  of  those  who  were  in  disguise  t 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  they  anything  on  their  horses  t 

Answer.  We  did  not  see  them ;  they  were  tied  up  the  road  a  piece  from  us. 
Question.  You  have  no  idea  what  made  them  commit  this  act  T 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  give  any  idea  at  alL 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 

Questian,  Was  there  anybody  else  in  the  house  but  yourself  and  husband  t 

Answer.  Nobody  there  but  me  and  my  husband ;  they  pulled  two  men  up  there  out 
of  their  houses  up  to  my  house  to  keep  them  from  going  off;  they  were  Jasper  Carter 
and  Charles  Little ;  they  whipped  them. 

Question.  Were  they  colored  men  f  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  them  at  your  houBe  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  took  them  away  from  their  houses. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  How  did  you  know  that  f 
Answer.  Jasper  said  so. 
Question.  You  did  not  see  them  whip  them  t 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  only  saw  his  back  that  he  was  whipped. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Was  his  back  much  hurt  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  Ootoher  21, 1871. 
HESTER  iGK)QGIN  (colored)  sworn  and  examined.  ' 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  old  are  you,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  now  live  f 
Answer,  I  am  about  sixteen  years  old ;  I  do  not  know  where  I  was  bom ;  I  live  in 
Hartdson  County. 
Qt(e«/um.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  John  Walthall  t 
Anstoer.  I  was  not  up  there  when  they  shot  him. 
Question.  Where  were  vou  that  niffht  f 
Anstoer.  I  was  at  Charley  Little's  nouse. 
Question.  Did  you  see  anybody  go  along  by  there  that  night  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  came  right  by  there ;  that  was  the  first  pla^  they  stopped. 
Qtiestion,  Who  were  they  f  . .    GoC 

Answer.  There  were  three  t  knowed ;  old  man  Monroe  and^two  elouB.        ^ 
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ijuestkm.  Bow  mBmy  were  there  altogether  T 

Answer,  Abont  fifteen  or  twenty. 

Queation,  What  did  they  do  at  Charley  Little's  T 

Anstcer.  They  came  in  and  took  him  ont;  t>Yo  staid  in  the  hooee  and  made  me  and 
two  more  ^rls  get  np  and  kindle  a  light.  Th^  asked  ns  if  we  had  any  gan  there, 
and  we  said  no.  They  looked  behind  the  door,  and  said  that  if  they  found  any  gun 
they  would  kill  ns ;  they  found  none,  and  stepped  out  of  doors  and  told  us  to  show  them 
where  Jasper  Carter  and  Johs  Walthall  lived ;  we  showed  them,  and  they  went  <m ; 
they  came  on  back,  and  then  whipped  ns. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  whipped  yon  t 

Answer,  Neil  Monroe,  Ben  was  the  other,  and  old  man  Monroe  were  all  I  knowed. 

Question,  Did  the  others  whip  yon  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  much  did  they  whip  yon  t 

Answer,  They  gave  me  abont  ten  or  thirteen  licks. 

Q;uesiion.  With  what  f 

Answer,  It  looked  to  me  like  a  hickory  withe ;  I  do  not  know  what  it  was. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  you  over  your  clothes  t 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  Wny  did  they  whip  you  t 

Answer.  Thev  said  to  make  us  stay  at  home ;  and  we  were  already  at  home. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  anybody  else  besides  yon  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Charley' Little's  wife. 

^estum.  Had  sne  any  children? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  old  were  they  t 

Ansu>er,  There  was  one  about  seven,  and  another  thirteen  or  fourteen. 

Question.  Were  they  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  trouble  the  children  at  all  f 

Answer,  They  never  interfered  with  the  smallest  one. 

Question.  How  much  did  they  whip  Charley  Little's  wife  f 

Answer,  The  gave  her  two  or  three  licks,  and  snatched  her  across  the  bed. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  anybody  else  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bcofield  : 
Question.  Where  was  Charley  Little  himself? 
Answer,  They  took  him  up  to  John  Walthall's  house. 
Question,  What  month  was  that  ? 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  month  that  was. 
Question,  Was  it  in  the  summer  or  in  the  spring  ? 
Answer.  It  was  in  warm  weather. 
Question,  Did  Charley  Little  come  back? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  after  they  went  oflf. 
Question,  Was  it  daylight  when  he  got  hack  f 
Answer,  No,  sir,  it  was  not  daylight. 
Question.  Did  they  whip  him  f 
Answer,  No,  sir,  they  never  touched  him. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 
Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  what  they  shot  John  Walthall  for  ? 
Answer,  No^  sir,  I  never  heard. 
Question,  Did  you  hear  Chariey  Little  say  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  there  at  Walthall's  when  they  shot  him  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  there. 

Question,  Did  yon  learn  what  they  took  hun  np  to  Walthall's  for  f 
Answer,  No,  sir* 

By  Mr.  Scofdeld  : 
Question,  Is  Charley  Little  here  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 
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Atlanta,  Gbqrgia,  Oehber  91»  1671. 

RENA  LITTLE  (colored)  sworn  and  oxamined. 
By  the  Chaiuman  : 

,Qu€8tUm.  How  old  are  yon,  where' were  you  born,  and  where  do  you  now  live? 

Amwer,  I  do  not  know  how  old  I  am.    I  was  born  in  HaraUon  county,  and  live 
there  now. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  night  when  John  Walthall  was  killed  ff 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where  were  you  that  night  t 

Answer.  I  was  at  home*! 

Question,  Where  was  that  f 

Answer,  Down  on  the  Tallapoosa  River. 

Question.  Are  you  married,  or  a  single  woman  f 

Answer.  I  am  sin^^le. 

Question,  What  kin  are  you  to  Charley  Little  t 

Anstca'.  He  is  my  step-father. 

Question,  Did  any  one  come  to  your  house  that  night  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  , 

Question,  Who  were  they  ? 

Answer,  Ben  Monroe,  and  Neil  Monroe,  and  old  man  Monroe. 

Question,  Was  anybody  else  there  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  wiole  crowd  of  them ;  but  I  did  not  know  who  they  were. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  know  the  others  ? 

Attmcer.  They  were  strangers. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  at  your  house  t 

Answer,  They  whipped  me,  and  my  sister,  and  my  aunt. 

Question,  How  much  did  they  whip  youf 

Answer,  I  reckon  they  gave  me  about  forty  or  fifty  licks. 

Question,  What  did  they  whip  you  with  t 

Answer,  With  some  kind  of  whip ;  I  do  not  know  what  it  was. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  you  as  they  were  going  on  to  John  Walthall's  hoasei  or  as 
they  were  coming  back  f 

Answer'.  As  they  were  coming  back,  after  they  had  done  shot  him. 

Question.  What  reason  did  they  ffive  for  whipping  you  f 

Answer,  They  never  said  what  they  whipped  us  for ;  just  whipped  tis  and  told  us  to 
stay  at  home,  and  we  were  already  at  home. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  you  over  your,  clothes  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 
Question,  Did  you  hear  any  reason  given  for  shooting  Walthall  T 
Anmser,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  what  they  shot  him  for.  . 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 
Question,  Were  the  men  disguised  who  came  to  your  house  f 
Answer.  Some  of  them  were,  and  some  were  not. 
Question.  Did  the  Monroes  have  anything  on  f 

Answer,  Old  man  Monroe,  the  first  time  they  came  into  the  house,  had  something  on 
his  foce ;  but  the  last  time  ne  came  in  he  did  not  have  anything  on  his  face. 


Att^anta,  Gborgia,  OMber  81, 1871. 
LETITIA  LITTLE  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  How  old  are  you,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  yon  now  live  t 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  hqw  old  I  am^  or  where  I  was  bom ;  I  live  down  at  Willtams's 
Mills,  ill  Haralson  County. 

Quei^tuni,  Where  were  yon  at  the  time  that  John  Walthall  was  shot  ? 

Answer,  I  was  down  in  my  ma^s  house. 

Question,  Whose  house  is  that  ? 

Anstcer,  It  is  one  of  Mr.  Williams's  houses. 

Question.  Who  is  your  mother? 

Answer,  Jane  Little. 

Question,  Did  any  parties  come  to  your  house  that  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^  t 

Question,  Did  they  say  what  they  came  for!  gitized  by  VjOOQ IC 

Answer,  They  said  they  came  there  to  kill  uncle  John  WalthalL  ^ 
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4lw$ti$n.  Who  8Md  that  f 

Answer,  The  Kn-Klnx  said  so. 

Q»e»Hon,  Did  yoa  know  any  of  themt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Which  ones  t 

Answer,  Ben.  Monroe  and  Neil  Monroe. 

Question.  Did  they  say  what  they  were  going  to  kill  him  for  f 

Answer,  No,  sir* 

Question.  Did  they  trouble  you  in  any  way  f 

Answer,  They  whipped  ns.  •  , 

Question,  Did  they  whip  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that ;  as  they  were  going,  or  when  they  were  coming  back  f 

Answer.  When  they  came  back. 

Question,  How  many  blows  did  they  strike  you  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Why  did  they  whip  you  T 

Answer.  They  just  whipped  us  and  told  ua  to  stay  at  home. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Question.  Were  you  going  to  any  school  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did* they  say  where  you  had  been  that  they  complained  off 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  told  us  all  they  said  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  do  not  know  how  old  you  are,  or  where  you  were  bom  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  know  what  you  meant  when  you  swore  on  that  Bible  f 
Answer.  On  the  Bible? 

Question,  When  that  gentleman  put  the  oath  to  you  did  you  know  what  he  meant  t 
Answer,  Put  the  oath  i 
Question.  Do  you  know  what  an  oath  is  t 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  that  gentleman  meant  when  he  said  something  when 
you  first  came  into  the  room  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  what  swearing  to  tell  the  truth  is  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Suppose  after  you  are  sworn  to  tell  the  truth  you  should  tell  a  lie ;  what 
would  be  done  to  yon  f , 
Answer,  Idonotknoir. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  21, 1871. 

MARIA  CABTEB  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Hcrw  old  are  you,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  now  live  ? 

Answer,  I  will  be  twenty-eight  years  old  on  the  4th  day  of  next  March  :  I  was  born 
in  South  Carolina ;  and  I  live  in  Haralson  County  now. 

Question.  Are  you  married  or  single  f 

Answer,  I  am  married. 

Question,  What  is  your  husband's  name  f 

Answer.  Jasper  Carter. 

Question.  Where  were  you  on  the  night  that  John  Walthall  was  shot  f 

Answer.  In  my  house,  next  to  his  house ;  not  more  than  one  hundred  yards  from  his 
house. 

Question,  Did  any  persons  come  to  your  house  t^at  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  lots  of  them;  I  expect  about  forty  or  fifty  of  them. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  at  your  house  T 

Answer.  They  just  came  there  and  called;  we  did  not  get  up  when  they  first  called. 
We  heanl  them  talking  as  they  got  over  the  fence.  They  came  holleriug  und  knocking 
at  the  door,  and  thev  scared  my  husbaud  so  bad  he  could  not  speak  when  they  first 
came.    I  answered  them.    They  hollered, '' Open  the  door.''    I  said,  ^^  Yes,  sir.''    They 


412        CONDITION  OF  AFFJ0EB  TS  THE  SOUTHERN   STATES. 

were  at  the  other  door,  and  they  saidy  *^  Kindle  a  li^t."  My  hgwhand  imrt  to  klndk  a 
light,  and  they  basted  both  doors  open  and  ran  in — two  in  one  door  and  two  in  iiae 
other.  I  heard  the  others  coming  on  behind  then,  Jnmping  over  the  fence  in  the  yaid. 
One  pnt  his  gnu  down  to  him  and  said,  ''Is  this  John  Walthall  f"  They  had  been 
'  hunting  him  a  long  time.  They  had  gone  to  my  brother-in-law's  hnntiBg  him,  mid  b&d 
whipped  one  of  my  sisters-in-law  powerfully  and  two  more  men  on  account  of  htm. 
They  said  they  were  going  to  kill  him  when  they  got  hold  of  him.  They  asked  aiy  has- 
baod  if  he  was  John  Walthall.    He  was  so  scarect  he  could  not  say  aaything.     I  esdd, 


**  No."  I  never  got  up  at  all.  They  asked  where  he  was,  and  we  tpld  then  he  was  up 
to  the  next  house.  They  jerked  my  husband  up  aild  said  that  he  had  to  go  up  there.  I 
heard  them  up  there  hollering  ''  Open  the  door/'  and  I  heard  them  break  the  door  down 


While  they  were  talking  about  our  house,  just  before  they  broke  open  oar  door,  I  iieard 
a  chair  fall  over  in  John  Walthall's  house.  He  raised  a  plank  then  and  tried  to  get  nn- 
der  the  house.  A  parcel  of  them  ran  ahead  and  broke  the  door  down  tmd  jerked  his 
wife  out  of  the  bed.  I  did  not  see  them,  for  I  was  afitiid  to  go  out  erf*  doors.  They 
knocked  his  wife  about  powerfully.  I  heard  them  cursing  her.  She  commenced  hol- 
lering, and  I  heard  some  of  them  say,  '*God  damn  her,  shoot  her."  They  struck  herever 
the  head  with  a  pistol.  The  house  looked  next  morning  as  if  somebody  had  been  kill- 
ing hoffs  there.  Some  of  them  said,  "Fetch  a  light  here,  quick;"  and  some  c^  tiiem 
said  to  her,  *'  Hold  a  light."  They  said  she  held  it,  and  they  put  their  guns  down  on  him 
and  shot  him.  I  heard  him  holler,  and  some  of  them  said,  ''Pull  him  out,  poll  him 
out."  When  they  pulled  him  out  the  hole  was  too  small,  and  I  heard  them  jerk  a  ptaak 
part  off  the  house  and  I  heard  it  fly  back.  At  that  time  four  men  came  in  my  Mnse 
and  drew  a  gun  on  me :  I  was  sitting  in  my  bed  and  the  baby  was  ydling.  They  asked, 
"  Where  is  John  Walthall  f  "  I  said,  "  l>p  yonder."  They  said,  **  Who  lives  here  t "  I 
said,  "Jasper  Carter."  They  said,  "Where  is  John  Walthall f  I  said,  '*Thom  folks 
have  got  him."  They  said,  *^Wbat  folks!"  I  said,  "Them  folks  up  there."  They  came 
in  and  out  all  the  time.  I  heard  John  holler  when  they  commenced  whipping  him, 
They  said,  "Don't  holler,  or  well  kill  you  in  a  minute."  I  undertook  to  try  and  count, 
but  they  scared  me  so  bad  that  I  stopped  counting;  but  I  think  they  hit  him  abont 
tiiree  hundred  licks  after  the^  shot  mm.  I  heard  them  clear  down  to  our  house  ask 
him  if  he  felt  like  sleeping  with  some  more  white  women :  and  they  said,  "  You  steal, 
too,  God  damn  you."  iohn  said,  "No,  sir."  Thoy  said,  "  Hush  your  mouth,  God  damn 
your  eyes,  you  do  steal."  I  heard  them  talking,  but  that  was  all  I  heard  plain.  They 
beat  him  powerfully.  She  said  they  made  her  put  her  arms  around  his  neck  and  then 
they  whipped  them  both  together.  I  saw  where  they  struck  her  head  with  a  pistol 
and  bumped  her  head  against  the  bouse,  and  the  blood  is  there  yet.  They  askod  me 
where  my  husband's  gun  was ;  I  said  he  had  no  gun,  and  they  said  I  was  a  damned  liar. 
One  of  them  had  a  sort  of  gown  on,  and  he  put  nis  gun  in  my  face  and  I  pushed  it  up. 
The  other  said,  "  Don't  you  shoot  her."  He  then  went  and  looked  in  a  trunk  among 
the  things.  I  allowed  they  were  hunting  for  a  pistol.  My  husband  had  had  one,  Unt 
he  sold  It.  Another  said,  "Let's  go  away  from  here."  They  brought  in  old  Uncle 
Charlie  and  sat  him  down  there.  They  had  a  light  at  the  time,  and  I  got  to  see  some 
of  them  good.  I  knew  two  of  them,  but  the  others  I  could  not  telL  There  was  a  very 
large  light  in  the  house,  and  they  wont  to  the  fire  and  I  saw  tllem.  They  came  there 
at  about  12  o'clock  and  staid  there  until  1.  They  went  on  back  to  ol^  Uncle  Charleys 
then,  to  whip  his  girls  and  his  wife.  They  did  not  whip  her  any  to  hurt  her  at  all. 
They  jabbed  me  on  the  head  with  a  g^n,  and  I  heard  the  trigger  pop.  It  scared  me 
and  I  throwed  my  hand  up.    He  put  it  back  again,  and  I  pushed  it  away  again. 

Question.  How  old  was  your  baby  f 

Anmoer,  Not  quite  three  weeks  old. 

Question,  You  were  still  in  bed  ? 

Ansufer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  never  got  up  at  all. 

Qufistion,  Did  they  interrupt  ym^r  husband  in  any  way  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  whipped  him  mightily ;  I  do  not  know  how  much.  They  took 
him  away  up  the  road,  over  a  quarter,  I  ex[)ect.  I  saw  the  blood  running  down 
when  he  came  back.  Old  Uncle  Charley  was  in  there.  They  did  not  carry  him  back 
home.  They  said,  "  Old  man,  you  don't  steal."  He  said,  "  No."  They  sat  him  down 
and  said  to  him,  "  You  just  stay  here."  Just  as  my  husband  got  back  to  one  door  and 
stepped  in,  three  men  came  in  the  other  door.  They  left  a  man  at  John's  house  while 
they  were  ripping  around.  As  they  came  back  by  the  house  they  said, "  By  God,  good- 
bye, hallelujah  P  I  was  scared  nearly  to  death,  and  my  husband  tried  to  keep  it  hid 
from  me.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  been  whipped  much.  He  said,  "  No."  I  saw  his 
clothes  were  bloody,  and  the  next  morning  they  stuck  to  him,  and  his  shoulder  was 
almost  like  Jelly. 

Question,  Did  you  know  this  man  who  ^ew  his  gun  on  you  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  but. 

Qti«e(i<m.  Who  washet 
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An9W§r,  I  reekon  about  three  miles  off.    I  was  satisfied  I  knew  him  and  Mr.  Booker, 

Queatkm.  Were  they  conaidered  men  of  standing  and  property  in  that  country  ? 

Anstoir.  Yea,  sir;  Mr.  Finch  is  married  into  a  pretty  weU-oft'  flEunily.  He  is  a  good 
liver,  but  ho  is  not  well  off  himself. 

(luestUm*  How  is  it  with  Mr.  Booker  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  so  much  about  him.    He  is  not  very  well  off. 

Que&tkm,  How  with  tbe  Monroes? 

Answer,  They  are  pretty  well-off  folks,  about  as  well  off  as  there  are  in  Haralson. 
Th^  have  a  mill. 

By  Mr.  Bayabd  : 

Queation,  You  said  they  had  been  looking  a  long  time  for  John  Walthall  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Had  they  been  charging  John  with  sleeping  with  white  women  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  the  people  where  he  staid  had  charged  him  with  it.  He  had 
been  charged  with  it  ever  since  the  second  year  after  I  came  to  Haralson.  I  have  been 
there  four  years  this  coming  Christmas. 

QuesUon.  That  was  the  cause  of  tbeir  going  after  him  and  making  this  disturbance  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  that  was  it.  We  all  knew  he  was  warned  to  leave  them  long  before 
he  wa»  married.  His  wife  did  not  know  anything  about  it.  When  he  first  came  there 
be  was  staying  among  some  white  women  down  there. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  living  with  them  and  sleeping  with  them  f 

Answer,  He  was  staying  in  the  house  where  they  were. 

Question.  White  women? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  women  of  bad  character  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  worst  l^d. 

Question.  What  were  their  names  ? 

Answer,  They  were  named  Keyes. 

Question,  How  many  were  there  ? 

Answer,  There  were  four  sisters  of  them,  and  one  of  them  was  old  man  Martin's  wife. 

QuesUon.  Were  they  low  white  people  ?  « 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Had  John  lived  with  them  for  a  long  while  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  had  threatened  him  and  been  there  after  him.  They  had 
gone  there  several  times  to  run  them  off.  My  house  was  not  very  far  from  them,  and 
1  heard  them  down  there  throwing  rocks. 

QlucsUon.  Was  it  well  known  among  you  that  John  had  been  living  with  these  low 
white  women  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Did  he  keep  it  up  after  he  was  married  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  quit  before  he  was  married.  I  heard  that  a  white  woman  said 
he  came  along  there  several  times  last  year  and  said  he  could  not  get  rid  of  them  to 
save  his  life. 

Question,  Did  John  go  with  any  other  white  women  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  he  accused  by  the  Ku-Klux  of  going  with  any  of  them  ? 

Answer,  They  did  not  tell  him  right  down  their  names.  I  heard  them  say,  **  Do  yon 
feel  like  sleeping  with  any  more  whit«  women  V  and  I  knew  who  they  were. 

By  the  Chairbcak: 

QuesUon,  These  women,  yon  say,  were  a  low-down  dass  of  persons? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  not  counted  at  all. 

Question,  Did  white  men  associate  with  them  ? 

Answer.  It  was  said  thev  did. 

Question,  Did  respectable  white  men  go  there  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  did.  Mr.  Stokes  did  before  he  went  to  Texas,  and  several  of 
the  others  around  there.  I  do  not  know  many  men  in  G^rgia  any  way;  I  have 
not  been  about  much.  I  have  heard  a  heap  of  names  of  those  who  usedto  go  there.  I 
came  by  there  one  night,  and  I  saw  three  men  there  myself 

Question.  You  say  John  Walthall  had  been  going  there  a  good  while  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  they  say. 

Qiuesiion.  How  long  had  he  quit  before  they  killed  him? 

Answer.  A  year  before  last,  a  while  before  Christmas.  He  was  still  staying  at  old  man 
Martin's,  '  I  staid  last  year  close  to  Carroll,  and  when  I  came  back  he  had  quit. 

QuesUon.  Did  he  go  with  them  any  more  after  he  married? 

Answer.  No,  sir:  he  staid  with  his  Wife  all  the  time.    He  lived  next  to  me. 

QuesUon.  How  long  had  he  been  married  before  he  was  killed? 

Ansufer.  They  married  six  weeks  before  Cltfistmas,  and  he  was  killed  on  the  2Sd  of 
ApriL  ^ 
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Qnetftion.  Bid  they  charge  tout  hnBbund  vrith  going  after  any  Trhifce  women t  *v 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  them  eay  anything  to  him  at  oil.  The  nest  momiug 
I  asked  him  what  they  whipped  him  for.  He  said  they  t4)ld  him  that  he  atule-coim  from 
old  man  Monroe.  He  staid  at  Monroe's  a  year  and  a  half--eo  1  was  tojd;  I  ^  not  know. 
P<oople  said  that  Monroe  never  paid  him  anything. 

Question,  How  long  hefore  this  was  he  living  at  ohl  man  Monroe's f 

Answer.  We  have  oeen  married  four  years,  and  it  was  before  we  were  married.  1 
think  it  was  the  second  year  after  he  was  free. 

Question,  Were  any  of  these  men  along  that  night  who  had  been  going  to  s^e  these  ^ 
low  women  ? 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  know;  I  heard  that  Mr.  Mnrpby's  sister  aaid  that  he  waa  in  the 
crowd  that  night — his  little  sister — and  I  know  he  used  to  go  there. 

Question,  Is  he  one  of  those  who  have  gone  to  Texas  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  You  know  that  because  somobody  told  you  so? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  much.    I  do  not  know  it  myself;  I  heard  some  one  elae  say  it 


Atlanta,  Gboboia,  October  21, 1871. 

ELIZABETH  HOLLIDAY  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live ;  where  were  you  bom,  an/^hat  is  your  i^ge  t 

Ansujer,  Hive  in  Jackson  County,  where  I  was  bom;  I  was  thirty-eight  years  old 
the  5th  of  last  May. 

Question,  Are  you  married? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qmation,  Will  you  state  to  the  committee  whether  you  or  your  husband  have  had 
any  knowledge  any  way  of  those  people  that  are  called  Ku-Klux  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  all  that  you  know  about  it ;  if  they  came  to  your  house,  and  what 
they  said  and  did. 

Answer.  They  came  to  our  bouse ;  my  husband  saw  them  coming  into  the  gate ;  he 
knew  their  business. 

Question,  When  was  that  ? 

Anstoer,  It  was  on  the  25th  or  the  26th  of  July  last,  about  11  o'clock  at  night. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  in  all  of  them  ? 

Answer,  Twenty-five  or  thirty ;  maybe  more;  there  was  considerable  of  a  crowd. 

Question,  Were  they  riding  or  walking  ? 

Answer.  They  were  walking  when  they  came  to  our  house,  but  they  hitched  their 
horses  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  kind  of  disguise  did  they  have  on  ? 

Answer.  It  looked  to  me  like  black  oil-cloth  over  their  faces,  which  came  down  over 
their  arms.  As  they  entered  the  gate  Mr.  Holliday  saw  them ;  they  bad  not  hoUenil 
or  made  any  noise.  He  shot  at  them,  and  when  ho  shot  they  let  into  shooting.  1 
reckon  they  shot  fifteen  or  twenty  times.  From  that  otte  of  them  hollered  to  come  ou. 
They  went  to  the  kitchen  and  broke  down  the  door  and  went  in  there.  There  were 
some  black  folks  there,  and  they  made  them  get  up  a  light.  They  took  an  ax  and  out 
down  the  door  into  the  dining-room  where  there  was  a  littlo  negro  boy  staying.  As 
they  went  to  enter  in  there  Btu*.  Holliday  struck  at  them  with  his  gun,  and  the  little 
negro  boy  said  he  saw  two  fall  in  the  door-w^y ;  and  then  he  got  scared  and  covered  up 
his  face,  and  did  not  see  how  they  got  away.  One  of  them  said  to  the  others^  "  Fre 
got  him,  boys;''  and  he  [Mr.  Holliday]  said  ho  reckoned  half  a  dozen,  maybe  morc^ 
covered  him  then.  He  had  a  large  knife  which  he  took  out  of  his  pocket,  and  while 
he  was  opening  it  one  of  them  struck  him  with  a  pistol.  He  said  he  just  hugged  one 
with  his  left  arm,  and  let  into  him  with  his  knife,  and  he  hollered,  ''Help 
me,  boys,  he  is  killing  me."  He  let  him  go,  and  they  covered  him  again, 
and  he  let  into  another  one.  He  understood  the  voice  of  one.  They  said,  '*  Sand 
back,  boys,  let's  shoot  him."  He  says  he  reckoned  they  shot  smne  eight  or  tua 
times  at  him;  that  the  bullets  were  flying  all  around  him.  There  was  another 
room  next  to  the  bed-room  I  was  sleeeping  in,  and  I  think  they  shot  some  ten  or 
a  dozen  times  into  that  room.  He  [Mr.  Holliday]  said  he  thought  it  was  best 
for  him  to  get  out  from  among  them,  and  he  went  out  of  the  back  door.  They 
pretended  to  look  up-stairs,  but  I  do  not  think  that  they  ever  got  tbeir  heads  up  fhtfe; 
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they  appeared  to  bo  tbo  worst  fViebtened  folks  yon  ever  saw.  They  fired  at  him  as 
he  went  out  of  the  door,  and  the  8liot49  struck  the  facing  of  the  door.  From  that  they 
rttmDHiged  over  the  house ;  one  talked  to  roe,  and  while  he  was  talking  the  others  took 
a  drill-^word  and  a  pistol  which  Mr.  Holliday  had  there,  and  threw  Home  band-boxes 
down  and  broke  them  to  pieces.  I  do  not  think  they  staid  in  the  house  more  than  a 
minnte  after  he  loft.  Home  came  back  to  the  kitchen  in  a  hurry.  I  asked  the  little 
negro  boy  what  thej'^  came  back  for;  he  said  they  came  back  there  for  a  pistol.  I 
allowed  it  was  some  of  them  which  he  [Mr.  Holliday]  knocked  down. 

•  Question,  How  many  shots  were  flre^  altogether  by  your  husband  and  by  the 
others? 

*  An0wer,  Perhaps  twenty-five  or  thirty. 

Question  Do  yon  know  whether  anybody  was  injured  by  the  shooting  t 

Answer.  The  report  was  that  two  of  them  were  shot  down  at  the  gate ;  that  he  killed 
two  at  the  gate ;  that  he  knocked  two  dead  with  his  gun,  and  cut  two  of  them  all  to 
pieces  with  liis  knife.    He  says  he  did  that. 

Question,  Was  your  husband  hurt  1 

Anstaer,  Only  bruised  over  his  eye  and  a  little  gash  in  his  forehead,  and  a  cut  across 
the  Joint  of  his  finger,  a  right  smart  gash. 

Question,  Did  you  know  any  of  the  people  that  came  there  f 

Answer,  I  think  I  can  swear  to  one  of  them  safely ;  to  Jim  Finch. 

Question,  Where  does  he  live  T 

Answer,  About  two  miles  from  us. 

Question,  Is  he  a  man  of  any  substance  and  character  in  the  community 

Answer,  His  father  has  a  splendid  plantation ',  ho  is  a  young  man. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question,  How  old  is  he  ? 

Answer,  Some  S3  or  ^  years ;  maybe  2&. 

By  ihe  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  they  give  any  reason  why  they  came  to  your  house  f 

Answer.  Not  ])articularly.  It  was  reported  that  some  of  them  said  it  wis  not  any  of 
the  settlement  folks.  But  the  way  they  dame  into  the  house  and  acted,  I  knew  it  was 
the  settlement  folks.  They  took  a  drill-sword  and  pistols,  and  they  knew  where  they 
were  just  as  well  as  I  did. 

Question,  You  think  they  had  been  in  the  house  before  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  they  come  there^  do  you  suppose  t 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you  what  I  believe  made  them  come.  He  [Mr.  Holliday]  was 
opposed  to  Ku-Kluxing.  He  had  three  plantations  to  attend  to.  The  lower  plantation 
was  a  splendid  plantation,  and  thp  negroes  on  that  plantation  had  heard  that  the  Ku- 
Klux" threatened  them,  and  they  got  afraid  to  stay  there.  They  never  staid  in  thijir 
houses  while  they  were  on  the  plantation.  One  dug  a  hole  and  staid  in  it  all  night, 
and  the  rest  laid  out.  He  [Mr.  HoUiday]  talked  pretty  harsh  about  it,  and  said  that 
be  did  not  want  them  to  pester  his  hands;  that  if  they  did  anything  wrong,  let  them 
abide  by  the  law.  They  ran  his  hands  ofi",  and  that  threw  a  parcel  of  hands  for  me  to 
wait  on,  while  my  little  child  was  sick,  and  it  died  while  I  had  them  to  take  care  of. 
He  [Mr.  Holliday]  read  the  Ku-Klux  law  to  one  of  his  neighbor's  sons. 

Question.  Do  you  think  he  was  one  of  the  Ku-Klnx  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  I  am  sorry  t-o  have  it  to  say  that  t  live  in  such  a  settlement.  Mn 
Holliday  is  a  hard-working  man,  and  is  doing  well  down  there. 

Question.  How  does  he  vote  f 

Answer,  He  votes  the  democratio  ticket.  They  accused  him  of  being  a  radical,  and 
an  that  sort  of  rhing.  One  Saturday  night,  when  he  was  away,  one  of  my  neighbors 
came  there  and  said  he  wanted  to  see  Mr.  Holliday.  I  said  he  was  not  there,  and  aske4l 
him  if  he  wonld  let  me  know  what  ho  wanted  to  see  him  for.  He  said  ttiat  a  person 
told  him  that  if  Mr.  Holliday  would  write  some  papers  and  stick  them  up  in  a  public 
place  the  Ku-Klnx  wotild  not  pester  him  any  more ;  if  he  would  not  do  that  there 
would  come  a  crowd  of  a  hundred  men  on  him.  He  said  there  would  be  a  crc>«rd  to 
watch  that  house  that  night,  and  that  they  had  watche<l  it  the  Saturday  night  before. 
There  was  only  myself  and  three  little  children  and  a  little  colored  boy  there  at  the 
time. 

Question,  Who  charged  your  husband  with  being  a  radical? 
'    Anstoer,  *I  could  hear  it  through  the  settlement.    These  Finch  boys  have  sometimee 
said  "  Just  like  Bob  Holliday,  a  radical.''   McElhannon's  sons  are  the  finest  boys  in  the 
whole  settlement  or  country,  and  they  said  that  the  Finches  cursed  them  for  coming  to 
our  house. 

Question,  Is  it  understood  that  there  are  a  ^ea^  many  Ku-Klux  in  Jackson  f    ol ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  thought  by  a  heap  ol  folks  that  over  half  of  them  are  Ku-Klux ; 
I  would  not  be  surprised  if  it  was  so. 
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Queathn.  Who  is  the  head  man  among  them  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  There  is  a  cave  dug  in  an  old  field  where  they  hide  their 
clothes ;  and  there  is  another,  a  few  miles  from  there ;  and  Uien,  I  heard  that  there 
was  a  trench  in  the  woods  ahont  as  long  as  this  room,  with  a  coffin  in  it ;  and  the 
opinion  of  folks  is  that  that  is  where  they  come  to  Join.  I  did  hear  that  the  neighbors 
were  going  to  watch,  hnt  I  never  have  heard  whether  it  has  been  done  or  not. 

Question,  Do  the  people  there  approve  of  the  doings  of  the  Kn-Klnx? 

Anmoer,  I  hardly  ever  hear  them  say  anything  against  it,  or  about  it  any  way.  1 
thought  they  were  aftaid  to  say  anything. 

QuesHon,  Did  yon  ever  know  who  it  was  that  got  hurt  that  night  by  your  husband f 

Ansioer,  I  heard  of  one  young  man  being  hurt,  and  he  told  them  that  a  mule  threw 
him  and  hurt  him. 

Qnestion.  He  did  not  say  he  had  been  at  your  house  f 

Answer.  O,  no ;  he  would  not  say  that.  If  he  had  got  killed  they  never  would  have 
let  on  that  he  had  got  hurt  there. 

QuesHan,  Has  anybody  ever  prosecuted  yonr  husband  for  what  he  did  that  night  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QMStUm.  Where  is  your  husband  t 

Answer,  Somewhere  here  in  this  city,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Ques^n,  Had  you  ever  seen  any  of  these  men  yourself,  except  on  the  occasion  when 
thev  attacked  your  house  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  All  that  you  know  about  it  you  derived  from  rumor  in  the  neighborhood, 
except  what  you  saw  that  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  About  these  caves  of  which  you  have  spoken,  how  far  are  they  fiom  yonr 
house  f 

Answer,  One  of  them  is  a  quarter,  and  the  other,  I  reckon,  some  two  miles  farther. 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  see  any  of  these  things  yourself  t 

Anstoer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  your  husband  ever  visit  them  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  has. 

Question,  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  since  yon  came  here  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  This  business  has  been  taken  up  by  the  court  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Whom  did  you  charge  with  this  offense  against  you )  whom  does  yoor  hos^ 
hand  charge  with  it  f  -^ 

Answer,  He  says  he  would  swear  to  Jim  Finch,  and  he  has  told  me  of  several  oihen. 

Question,  Has  he  told  the  grand  jury  of  it  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  have  thought  it  mighty  strange  the  way  that  jury  has  acted. 

QuesHon.  Were  you  able  to  identify  any  of  these  men  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  oi\e. 

Question,  Who  was  he  f 

Answer,  Jim  Finch. 

Question,  How  did  yon  identify  him  f 

Answer,  By  his  make  and  shape,  and  the  manner  of  his  voice.  Can  yoa  not  tell  any- 
body's make  you  are  used  to  f 

Question,  You  believe  he  was  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Question,  Why  did  your  husband  read  that  law  to  a  neighbor's  son  f 

Answer.  Because  of  the  way  they  were  going  on. 

Question,  Did  he  think  the  neighbor's  son  was  engaged  in  it  f 

Answer,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  he  did. 

Question.  He  read  this  law  to  caution  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  before  or  after  the  attack  on  yonr  house  f 

Answer.  It  was  afterwards. 

Question,  B^ve  you  had  any  attack  upon  yonr  house  since  the  time  to  which  yoa 
refer  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  reported  that  they  watched  the  house. 

Qjuestum.  I  want  to  know  what  yon  know  yourself.  Yon  have  had  no  attack  oo  yonr 
property  since  then  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  said  your  husband  was  a  democrat? 

Anstcer,  Yes.  sir,  C^r^r^n]o 

Question.  Is  be  an  outspoken  demoofat  f  Digitized  by  vjVJUy  IV^ 

Answer,  1  reckon. 
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QueaiUm.  Does  ho  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 
Jnswer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  spoke  out  free. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qne$Hon.  Was  he  a  Union  man  or  a  rehel  during  the  war  f 

Ansiver.  He  was  a  Union  man ;  and  we  believe  that  many  of  them  ^t  a  spite  against 
him  until  this  day  for  that.  He  had  a  mill,  and  his  mill  exempted  him  from  service  in 
the  army ;  and  they  had  a  spite  against  him  for  that.  He  came  to  this  place  twice,  and 
they  gave  him  permission  to  retnm  home.  I  have  alwavs  thought  they  had  a  grudge 
ajgaiust  bim  about  that.  There  is  no  use  talking  about  folks  in  this  world ;  they  envy 
that  man^  and  have  talked  scandalously  about  huu.  He  is  a  prosperous  man,  and  gets 
along  well  in  the  worlds  and  has  worked  hard  for  it. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

ifuestion.  You  think  they  envy  his  prosperity  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuetiUm,  And  that  makes  them  feel  badly  toward  him  f  / 

Anmoer.  That  is  it  partly. 

Question,  Mr.  Finch  was  all  the  one  of  that  crowd  that  ^ou  knew  f 

Answer.  Ho  is  all  the>one  I  can  swear  to  safely.  There  is  one  there  which  Mr.  Skiles 
took  up,  and  I  went  to  see  him.  There  was  one  man  there  whose  false-foce  fell  off, 
and  I  looked  at  him  the  hardest  I  ever  did  in  my  life,  but  I  could  not  make  him  out. 
From  the  way  Mr.  Skiles  described  to  me  the  man  that  he  took  up,  I  am  certain  it 
most  be  the  same  man.  * 

By  the  Chairbcan^: 

QuesHan.  Do  you  think  yon  could  recognize  that  man  now  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  told  Mr.  Skiles  that  if  he  would  place  him  in  the  same  position, 
in  the  night,  with  a  light,  I  would  know  bim.  He  described  the  man  to  me  as  near  as 
I  could  describe  him  myself ;  and  he  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  Kennedy. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  Octoftcr  21, 1871. 
J.  B.  HOLLIDAY  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  age  ;  where  were  you  bom ;  where  do  you  now  live ;  and 
wlmt  is  your  occupation  f 

Answer.  I  am  forty-one  years  of  a§e ;  I  was  bom  in  Jackson  County,  and  I  now  live 
there ;  my  farmer  occupation  was  miUwrighting ;  now  I  am  a  farmer  and  a  millwright 
both. 

Question.  Mrs.  Holliday  has  given  us  an  account  of  the  attack  made  upon  you  last 
summer ;  will  you  give  us  your  account  of  it  t 

Answer.  In  the  early  part  of  the  spring,  either  in  April  or  May,  those  parties  com- 
menced to  interfere  with  some  of  my  hands  on  my  lower  plantation.  I  have  three 
plantations.  I  was  attending  to  my  mills  at  that  time.  My  hands  came  to  me  and 
told  me  that  they  were  afraid  to  stay  on  the  plantation.  I  asked  them  why,  and  they 
told  me  that  they  had  discovered  some  disguised  men  about  there.  I  told  them  tha^ 
they  should  not  be  afraid ;  that  I  would  protect  them :  they  said  they  were  very  much 
alarmed ;  that  there  had  beeu^ome  threats  made,  and  they  were  afraid  to  stay  there ; 
and  asked  me  what  they  should  do.  I  told  them  I  would  protect  them  the  best  I  could, 
and  if  those  parties  interfered  with  them  I  would  raise  them  with  the  law ;  that  *no 
man  had  any  prerogative  to  go  upon  my  plantation  and  interfere  with  them,  unless 
they  had' done  somotliing  against  the  law  ;  and  that  I  would  protect  them  at  all  haz- 
ards. Shortly  after  that  I  found  that  a  portion  of  my  hands  there  had  made  some  little 
hiding  places  in  which  to  stay  at  night ;  for  a  number  of  wild  boys  in  my  settlement, 
who  had  always  professed  friendship  to  me,  had  gone  down  there  and  commenced  to 
annoy  those  colored  men.  I  met  those  boys  and  talked  to  them  about  it.  I  said  to  them, 
"  I  am  very  much  hurt  at  your  undertaking  to  scart)  my  hands  and  to  interfere  with 
them  without  letting  me  know  it.  If  those  hands  had  done  anything  wrong  you  should 
have  let  me  know  it.  I  don^t  want  you  to  do  so  any  more,  aud  if  you  do  anything  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  the  country  I  will  get  you  punished  for  it."  It  is  a  general  under- 
standing through  the  country  there  that  some  of  the  freed  men  have  been  whipped  aud 
scared  off.  I  said  to  these  wild  boys :  '^  You  see,  some  of  my  hands  have  run  away. 
Now,  I  have  always  treated  you  friendly,  but  if  any  of  you  do  this  I  intend  to  lift  him 
with  the  law."  It  looked  ever  after  that  as  if  they  had  a  grudge  at  me.  I  saw  it  even 
in  the  custom  at  my  mill,  in  the  treatment  I  received,  aud  in  all  sorts  of  lies  that  could  be 
raised  upon  a  man.  and  which  were  calculated  to  intermpt  his  relations  even  with  hifl 
wife  and  with  her  tolks,and  between  my  folks  and  me.  Finally  this  thing  went  on  until 
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one  night  about  eleven  o'clock  I  was  informed  they  were  conspiring  toeother.  Prince 
McElhannon  sent  me  word  that  they  wereconspirinff  together,  and  ttmt  I  had  better  keep 
my  ey^s  skinned  that  night.  I  sent  oflf  and  got  a  gallon  of  spirits  to  treat  my  hands  with ; 
I  mo"ved  from  my  wife's  room  into  another  bed-room.  There  were  four  rooms  on  that 
floor  of  the  house— a  cook-room,  dining-room,  and  bed-room,  and  one  where  I  and"  my 
wife  sleep.  About  eleven  .o'clock  I  heard  my  dog  bark.  I  will  say  that  I  had  he&fd 
threats  all  the  year ;  but  I  thought  they  did  it  to  aggravate  me  because  I  opposed  the 
Ku-Klux  party,  and  showed  them  the  law,  and  told  them  that  it  was  injurious  to  our 
State  for  them  to  act  that  way,  and  that  it  would  fetch  our  State  into  trouble,  that  it 
was  a  bad  thing  and  a  dangerous  thing.  I  explained  the  whole  law  to  them,  but  it 
looked  like  it  aggravated  them.  At  eleven  o'clock  that  night  I  heard  my  dog  bark. 
I  peei>ed  out  of  the  window,  and  I  saw  some  disguised  men  coming  in  my  gate.  They 
were  not  ten  steps  off,  and  probably  tliere  were  betwixt  twenty  and  thirty  of  them.  I 
shot  right  into  the  pile  of  them.  I  had  nothing  but  duck  shot  in  t^e  gun.  My  pistol 
was  on  the  mantlepicce.  I  had  a  drill-sword  that  belonged  to  my  brother.  He  was 
captain  of  that  district  during  the  confederate  wiir.  When  I  ^ot,  a  portion  of  thfici 
dispersed.  Some  rushed  one  way  and  some  another.  This  man  Jim  Finch  4iame  nUy- 
imr  the  crowd.  He  was  about  three  parts  druuk,  and  i-an  into  the  cook-room,  hollering 
"Come  on,  boys."  I  did  not  know  which  door  they  would  come  in  at.  I  went  to  the 
back  room,  where  my  wife  slept,  and  I  saw,  tlirough  the  crack  of  the  door,  some  par- 
ties whom  I  knew  and  whom  I  recognized.  One  of  them  says,  **  Let's  run  in  h&n ; 
they  are  fighting  in  the  cook-room."  I  saw  that  the  whole  crowd  was  going  to  gather, 
there,  and  I  went  to  the  door  of  the  dining-room.  One  of  them  had  an  ax  in  a  belt 
around  him.  This  fellow  Jim  Finch  ordered  the  door  to  be  cut  down.  I  was  standing 
by  the  side  of  the  door  with  a  gun,  and  as  they  came  in  I  knocked  down  some  two  or 
three  men.  or  three  or  four  of  them.  Then  it  seems  as  if  I  struck  a  little  too  high  and 
hit  the  t(^  of  the  door,  for  I  broke  my  gun.  I  was  in  my  shirt-sleeves,  and  bareheaded 
and  barefooted.  I  then  got  out  this  knife,  [taking  from  his  px>ckot  a  large  knife.] 
While  I  was  getting  it  out,  they  ran  in  and  covered  me  all  over^  and  struck  my  head 
with  a  pistol.  Then  they  cut  me  on  this  knuckle,  [pointing  to  it.]  The  first  man  I 
cut  I  stuck  my  knife  right  in  here,  [putting  his  finger  over  the  region  of  the  heart.] 
The  other  man  I  cut  a  little  higher  than  that,  I  do  not  know  eiyctly  where;  and  the 
third  one  I  cut  I  do  not  know  how.  Wo  fought  there  until  the  crowd  was  i)retty  much 
dispersed  out  of  the  room.  I  whipped  them  en  tirely  out  of  that  room.  The  i-eason  I  was 
saved -was  this:  I  had  a  colored  man  there,  who  was  very  much  scared.  '  He  got,  a 
light,  and  as  he  was  coming  in  behind  them  with  the  light,  I  could  see  them,  and  they 
could  not  see  mo.  One  of  them  said  "  Take  care  boys ;  let  me  shoot  him."  That  was 
after  I  had  pretty  much  wliipped  the  crowd  out  with  my  Itnife.  Then  two  of  thaee 
i^llows  followed  me,  shooting  at  me.  We  fought  clear  from  the  diuiug-room  all 
through  the  bed-room,  and  into  my  wife's  bed-room,  and  they  shot  into  the  facitiss  of 
the  door.  They  were  so  scared  that  that  is  the  way,  I  think,  that  kept  them  ijx>m  kill- 
ing me.  I  then  unbolted  the  back-room  door  and  went  out,  for  I  saw  th^e  was  bo 
sense  in  my  fighting  men  with  my  knife  when  they  all  had  pistols.  I  went  out  into 
the  orchard  and  lay  down  there  a  minute,  to  see  which  way  the  crowd  were  going;.  I 
thought  I  would  go  over  the  hill  aud  get  a  double-barreled  gun,  and  meet  them  at 
their  homes  and  kill  them ;  but  I  found  that  the  road  was  picketed.  I  recognised  a 
portion  of  the  men. 

Question,  State  the  names  of  as  many  as  you  think  you  recognized. 

Answ^,  I  recognized  Jim  Finch ;  I  recognized  Nolan  Lay,  who  is  a  man  I  could 
prove  got  the  sword.  They  talked  to  my  wife  during  this  time,  and  while  Finch  was 
talking  to  her  they  were  plundering  around ;  they  took  the  sword  and  the  pistol  oflf 
the  mantlepioce.  My  wife  took  my  trunk  up  on,  the^bcd  and  covered  it  wiUi  the 
counterpane. 

Question.  Did  you  recognize  any  of  the  others  ? 

Atistoer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  recognized  Richardson  Lay,  Jack  Haney,  and  Parks  Whit^ead. 
I  recognized*  Parks  Whitehead  after  I  had  shot  at  them,  and  before  they  gathered  in 
the  house.  A  portion  of  them  carried  off  the  wounded.  I  think  I  recognized  Green 
Martin ;  Matt  Finch  I  struck  with  the  butt  of  my  gun  when  he  opened  the  door.  I 
think  I  recognized  Franklin  Martin,  as  a  picket,  the  next  morning  about  daylight. 

Question,  Did  you,  the  next  morning,  see  any  sign  of  any  injury  naving  been  done  by 
your  cutting  or  shootiug  ? 

Anmvcr.  I  looked,  but  I  saw  nothing  but  bullet-holes,  and  some  blood  on  my  knife. 
I  was  mad,  aud  fretted  and  pestered  in  such  a  manner  that  I  did  not  take  much  tiuae 
to  look.  There  was  a  little  blood  on  iny  forehead.  A  great  many  parties  came  in,  and 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  confusion  and  excitement. 

Qu£8tion.  What  was  your  course  during  the  war  ? 

Aimoer,  I  opposed  secession  in  toto.  During  the  time  of  it,  I  staid  at  home  and  at- 
tended to  my  mills  myself.  I  attended  to  all  the  wants  of  the  people,  even  to  Uie 
wives  of  the  soldiers,  and  took  care  of  my  old  mother,  who  had  no  protector  whatever 
there.    I  built  wat^r-wheels  for  factories,  &c.  ^ 
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QueaHon,  What  has  been  ^our  political  course  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  As  a  general  thing  I  have  taken  no  political  stand,  no  more  than  I  have 
opposed  f  ghting  against  the  Government.  As  a  general  thing  I  have  spoken  against 
any  set  of  people  being  lawless,  or  doing  anything  contrary  to  the  Government.  I  said 
that  the  best  thing  that  the  people  conld  do  was  to  behave  themselves;  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  give  them  all  their  rights  if  tl^ey  would  only  behave  themselves,  and 
show  themselves  a  loyal  people,  and  not  a  rebellious  people. 

Question,  You  have  taken  no  active  part  in  politics  since  the  close  of  the  war? 

Jnswer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  think  I  have  voted  but  once  since  then,  because  I  did  not 
think  there  was  much  use  in  voting,  the  way  they  were  going  on,  and  from  what  I 
could  see  of  the  general  feeling  of  the  people.  And,  more  than  that,  I  did  not  think 
the  Government  would  find  much  use  spending  money  here,  unless  we  have  ihe  right 
kind  of  men  to  try  these  cases  before  them. 

Question.  How  long  have  these  people  been  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  From  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  they  have  originated  there  since  last  April. 
My  hands  were  the  first  to  tell  me  about  them.  I  was  very  much  astonished  here  day 
before  yesterday  to  learn  how  far  they  had  carried  this  thing  in  other  counties,  and  to 
find  out  the  conspiracy  in  Jackson  County  and  other  counties,  and  to  learn  that  they 
had  put  up  a  large  sum  of  money  to  bribe  this  thing  through.  My  honest  opinion,  on 
oath,  is  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  money  to  defeat  me  in  this  thing ;  that  is  my 
honest  opinion. 

Question.  Who  is  understood  to  be  at  the  head  of  this  Ku-Klux  order  in  your  county  ? 

Ansioer.  That  is  pretty  hard  to  say.  There  are  several  men  who  take  a  very  active 
part  in  it.  We*  found  a  cave  on  a  plantation  where  they  hide  their  disguises.  As  a 
general  thing,  they  dig  a  hole  somewhere  in  the  ground  at  the  head  of  a  gully,  and 
cover  it  over  with  boards  or  pine-tops  to  hide  their  disguises.  We  found  two  caves  of 
that  description  within  two  miles  of  our  house. 

Question.  Was  there  any  evidence  of  many  people  being  there  ? 

Answer.  The  last  cave  I  looked  at,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  above  me, 
looked  like  they  had  hitched  a  great  many  horses  there. 

(luestion.  Has  anybody  else  been  molested  by  them  in  the  county  except  yourself  and 
your  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  several  jieople,  white  and  black,  have  been  ordered  not  to  talk 
about  the  Ku-Klux ;  they  have  been  told  that  if  they  did  not  stop  it,  they  would  be 
whipped  the  next  time  they  came. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  have  been  whipped  ? 

Ansujer.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  white  man  whipped,  but  several  freedmen 
have  been  whipped.  The  first  was  Mitchell  Reed,  about  a  half  a  mile  from  my  house ; 
they  whipped  him  in  a  terrible  manner. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  after  he  was  whipped? 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  i)assed  my  house  the  next  morning.  I  asked  some  of  my  hands 
what  was  the  matter  with  him,  and  they  said  the  Ku-Klux  had  been  whipping  him. 
His  wife  told  me  tiiat  she  had  to  put  his  shirt  in  soak. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  they  alleged  against  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  think  I  do.  From  the  best  information  I  could  get,  they  had  had 
a  little  diflScnlty  at  a  corn-shucking.  A  drunken  party  got  up  a  wrestle,  and  two  or 
three  of  them  got  on  this  colored  man,  and  gouged  him.  He  complained  of  them,  and 
they  said  they  would  gather  up  a  crowd  and  whip  him. 

Question.  Axe  there  any  persons  in  your  county  who  openly  and  publicly  justify  the 
Kn-KluxT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  sort  of  people  are  tjiey  f 

Answer.  They  are  men  of  very  common  standing  and  talent ;  these  Martins  justify 
them. 

(fuesUon^  Ul)on  what  ground? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  what  reason,  no  more  than  they  seem  to  think  It  is  honor,  or 
duty,  or  their  principle,  or  what  not.  One  thing,  they  do  not  express  themselves  very 
plainly  to  me.  because  they  know  we  would  not  agree. 

Question.  What  do  they  claim  to  be  the  object  of  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  As  much  as  1  can  learn,  it  is  to  keep  the  negroes  down.  So  far  as  I  can 
nnclirstand,  they  claim  this  to  be  a  second  law  there  in  this  way :  betwixt  a  man  and 
his  wife,  or  a  man  and  his  tenants,  or  a  man  and  his  fellow.  I  have  asked  them  many 
thnee  what  they  have  to  gain  bv  such  a  thing ;  what  they  thought  they  could  make 
by  it,  or  Trhat  good  they  thought  they  could  do ;  and  if  they  did  not  think  the  State  of 
Geofgia  was  capable  of  governing  itself. 

Question.  Have  you  any  freedmen^s  schools  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  Only  Sunday-schools,  and  those  men  who  suffer  them  on  their  plantations 
aire  vilified.  Since  this  fight  that  I  have  had,  they  have  told  it  around  through  the 
whole  coantrv,  in  order  to  vilify  and  degrade  me  in  the  worst  manner,  that  I  had  got 
up  a  parcel  of  negroes  to  kill  out  that  set.    After  I  heard  that,  I  told  them  plainly  that  I 
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could  whip  that  party  myself;  that  I  had  done  it  once,  and  I  did  not  want  any  negroes 

to  help  me  fight  them. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  tronble  about  negroes  voting  in  your  county  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  any  tning  but  rascalitv ;  they  will  swindle  a  neffro  out  of  his 

vote,  and  lie  to  him.   These  very  men  who  run  them  down  at  night  and  whip  them  will, 

on  election  dav,  come  up  to  them  and  treat  them,  and  try  to  get  their  friendship  in  the 

best  manner  tnev  can. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Question.  As  the  matter  of  politics  has  been  brought  into  thib  examination,  I  win  ask 
you  how  you  voted  at  the  last  election. 

Answer.  1  was  asked  that  question  the  other  day  before  the  grand  Ju^.  I  disremem- 
ber  now ;  I  could  not  tell  you  to  save  my  life.  As  regards  politics,  I  stand  with  the 
man  I  regard  as  the  soundest  man. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  have  alwavs  been  a  democrat  until  lately;  but  if  this  is 
what  they  call  democracy  in  the  South,  I  am  done  with  it.  I  have  always  been  a  demo- 
crat.   My  parents  are  democrats. 

Question.  And  your  votes  have  been  in  that  direction  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  has  been  no  election,  I  believe,  since  this  attack  on  you  ? 

Answer.  1  will  tell  you  what  sort  of  a  man  I  am.  Since  1851 1  have  mode  between 
fifty  thousand  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  by  my  own  hard  licks ;  I  have  ^giound  and 
sawed  in  the  nights  away  until  midnight. 

Question.  I  think  every  man  should  be  protected  in  the  free  exercise  of  his  opinions ; 
I  only  want  to  know  if  you  have  been  an  avowed  democrat  until  this  attack  on  vou. 

Aiiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  opposed  secession,  and  I  have  opposed  Ku-Klaxing  to  the  bit' 
ter  end. 

Question,  Was  there  any  attack  upon  your  hands  by  these  disguised  men  before  this 
attack  on  you  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  no  more  than  I  found  that  they  had  a  grudge  at  them,  and  went 
down  there  to  commence  to  devil  and  fool  with  them.  They  knew  that  the  negroes 
were  very  easily  scared  with  Ku-Klux.  I  just  took  it  for  granted  that  probably  they 
would  run  my  hands  ofif,  in  order  to  get  the  land  themselves. 

Qriestion.  They  frightened  them,  but  they  did  not  in  fact  make  any  attack  on  them  7 

Ansu}er.  No,  sir ;  wiey  frightened  them,  but  did  not  actually  attack  them. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  disturbance  in  your  neighborhood  since  this  attack  on 
your  house  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  for  I  think  I  have  pretty  well  cured  them. 

Question.  Have  you  really  any  information  of  a  reliable  character,  enough  to  enable 
you  to  form  an  opinion,  as  to  tue  extent  of  this  band,  and  who  were  the  members  of  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  will  tell  you  how  I  formed  my  opinion — from  what  I  have  heard 
of  the  depredations  committed  in  Lawrenceville,  and  of  the  conspiracy  in  Jackson 
County.  The  first  I  heard  of  them  was  of  their  consniring  at  Jack  Haney's.  John 
Eeynolds  was  seen  at  Jack  Haney's,  and  about  fifteen  horses  were  hitched  inside  the 
loi. 

Question.  I  mean,  can  you  state  what  are  the  numbers  of  the  organization  f 

An^cer.  1  cannot  tell  you  about  the  numbers. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  us  what  class  of  population  you  think  take  part  in  these  law- 
less bands  t 

Answer.  WeU,  sir,  they  are  pretty  loose.  But  I  found  men  helping  to  get  these  fel- 
lows ofi*,  and  doing  all  they  could  for  them,  that  I  thought  were  my  best  friends. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  those  who  are  in  the  baud. 

Answer.  Well,  some  are  of  pretty  good  standing,  but  a  great  many  of  them  are  of  a 
low-down  class  of  men,  who  do  not  care  what  they  do.  Then  there  are  men  in  it  that 
you  and  I  would  not  think  would  have  anything  to  do  with  any  such  thing ;  yet  they 
tolerate  it.  I  believe  it  is  because  of  dissatisfaction  about  the  freedom  of  the  negroes; 
I  cannot  see  anything  else.    They  seem  to  want  to  torment  and  horrify  the  nesroes. 

Question.  Are  these  men  who  do  that  men  who  need  the  labor  of  the  negroes  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  what  they  do.  I  have  studied  about  this  thing  a  great 
deal.  I  have  seen  one  class  of  people  who,  in  my  Judgment,-  are  disposed  to  run  e|pry 
negro  out  of  the  country,  iu  order  that  they  themselves  might  obtain  good  wages  from 
men  of  property,  and  who  would  like  to  get  the  land  which  these  freedmen  rent:  then 
there  is  another  class  of  people  who  have  the  old  rebellious  spirit  in  them  still,  who  are 
still  dissatisfied  about  the  negroes,  and  would  be  ^lad  to  aggravate  the  negro  andrrun 
him  off ;  yet,  if  the  negro  is  in  their  employ,  they  will  protect  him,  unless  they  have  anr 
diflScult^'  with  him,  and  then  he  is  reported  to  the  Ku-Klux.  If  they  have  any  diffi- 
culty with  a  negro,  he  is  reported  to  the  Ku-Klux.  I  saw  that,  just  about  the  time  they 
got  done- laying  by  their  crops,  the  Kn-Klux  would  be  brought  in  upon  them,  and  thiSjr 
would  be  run  off,  so  that  they  could  take  their  crops.  ^ 
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QuaUon,  They  undertake  to  regulate  things  withont  law  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  any  cases  of  this  kind  within  your  own  personal  knowledge  ? 

Angtcer,  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a  case  Jnsthelow  me.  Sampson  Seed  had  a  son,  named 
Charles,  who,  after  they  had  whipped  Mitchell  Reed,  his  hrother,  had  made  some  threats 
that  they  would  not  abuse  him  at  all.  I  told  the  negro  that  they  would  ruin  him  or 
kill  him.  I  said  to  him,  "  Don't  you  let  that  hoy  stay  here  until  you  get  the  crop  laid 
by."  When  it  was  about  done — that  is,  the  crop  laid  by — ^he  said  that  he  was  going  to 
Atlanta  the  next  week.  He  came  to*Atlanta  that  week,  and  they  came  to  him  the  very 
next  week. 

Quettion,  Where  did  you  lodge  your  complaint  of  the  attack  on  youf 

Anetpcr.  I  came  first  to  see  Gtovemor  Bullock,  but  he  was  gone  to  New  York.  I  then 
wont  before  the  secretaiy,  (I  do  not  remember  his  name,)  and  then  before  the  attorney. 

Question,  What  attorney  1 

Anstcer,  Mr.  Pope. 

Question.  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  the  witnesses  all  here  with  you  f 

Ansicer.  I  have  nearly  forty  witnesses  here,  both  black  and  white. 

Queation,  The  case,  then,  is  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  court  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  only  about  a  quarter  of  my  witnesses  have  been  examined. 

By  Mr.  Scofield: 
Question.  No  bill  has  been  jQDnnd  f 

Ansioer,  No,  sir;  although  the  evidence  was  so  point-blank.  Finch  ¥(as  sworn  to 
point-blank  by  those  men ;  so  they  said  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question.  Who  is  James  Finch  f  * 

Answer.  He  is  a  young  man  who  lives  about  two  miles  from  me.  Then  there  is 
another  thing :  directly  after  this  fight  a  portion  of  these  parties  got  up  a  subscription 
to  stop  this  thing. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  f 

Ansicer.  While  I  was  here,  they  drew  up  a  subscription,  or  a  certificate,  or  whatever 
it  may  be  teiiued,  and  notified  the  people  to  oome  in  and  sign  it  and  stop  it. 

By  Mr.  LANSiNa: 

Question.  To  stop  these  Ku-Elnx  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Scofieid  : 
Question.  A  sort  of  agreement  of  peace? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question.  Do  you  think  those  people  who  got  that  up  were  concerned  in  this  attack 
on  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  all  met  at  the  barbecue. 

Question.  What  was  the  effect  of  that? 

Answer.  It  was  to  devise  means  to  get  out  of  it. 

Question.  How  many  people  simaed  that  paper  ? 

Answer.  Some  twenty-five  or  thirty  or  forty ;  it  was  published  in  the  Watchman,  of 
Athens.  ^ 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  it  ? 

Answer.  Some  time  in  August ;  my  father-in-law  jjut  his  name  to  it,  but  he  was  very 
sorry  that  he  did  put  his  name  to  it,  and  has  apologized  for  it  now  since  it  has  become 
such  a  barefaced  thing. 

(luestion.  The  paper  proposed  that  these  outrages  should  cease  in  that  district,  and 
that  all  should  be  quiet  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  paper  was  signed  by  thirty  or  forty  people  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  indicate  that  they  belonged  to  the  party  who  were  engaged  in 
this  aiSairf 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  if  they  had  power  to  stop  it  by  signing  a  paper,  they  had  power  to 
stop  it  before.  From  the  names  of  the  parties  signed,  I  should  think  pretty  much  all 
of  the  men  were  there;  and  then,  some  of  them  nad  the  impudence  to  send  me  word 
that  tliey  wanted  to  talk  with  me.  I  sent  them  word  that  at  one  time  I  had.  thought 
idsey  were  gentlemen,  but  that  now  I  did  not  want  to  speak  to  them.  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  Sunday-schools  in  your  county.  Have  you  heard  of 
any  interruption  or  disturbance  of  those  schools  f 

Afiswer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  have  disturbed  Sunday-schools ;  but  those  men 
speak  very  liberally  of  any  man  who  suffers  a  Sunday-school  on  his  land. 

Qtieatwn.  You  mean,  speak  freely  against  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  do  not  think  they  are  in  favor  of  free  schools. 

Question.  You  say  those  who  are  suspected  of  being  Ku-Klux  are  opppsed  to  these 
Sunday-schools  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  people  generally  speak  disrespectfully  of  any  man  whe  has  had 
a  negro  Sunday-school  on  his  place. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  fund  being  raised  as  a  bribe.  What  reason  have  yoa  for 
thinking  so  ? 

Answer.  The  reason  is  simply  this :  There  were  several  witnesses  1)eforo  the  gnnid 
jury  day  before  yesterday  who  swore  point-blank  to  these  men.  They  told  Major 
Skiles  they  would  have  these  x>ersons  out,  if  it  took  a  hundred  thousand  dollar  bond. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

()it€!8<wm.  Whom  do  you  mean  by  "they f" 

Anstoer.  That  was  a  Methodist  preacher,  who  proposed  to  preach  at  my  wife^  grand- 
father's funeral  on  that  day ;  and  in  place  of  that,  he  came  to  my  house  that  morning 
and  asked  Cnptain  Skiles  how  large  a  bond  it  would  take  to  bond  these  men  out. 

Question.  You  mean  the  amount  of  bail  that  would  be  required  f 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir.  Then  they  came  here  from  Athens,  and  boasted  to  me  as  soon  as  I 
got  here  that  they  had  Ben  Hill  here  to  defend  them. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  :  • 

'Question.  You  say  this  man  was  a  Methodist  preacher.  Which  branch  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  f 

Ansicer.  A  Reform  Methodist }  my  wife  belongs  to  that  church,  too.  He  did  not 
speak  to  me  respectfully  at  all ;  looked  very  contemptibly  at  me. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  they  would  give  bail  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    That,  and  what  I  saw  of  Judge  Pope  and  others,  led  me  to  believe 

.    The  first  time  I  talked  with  Judge  Pope  about  this  thing,  he  named  to  me  a 

justice  of  the  peace,  and  Judge  Davis,  and  the  solicitor  general,  and  asked  if  they 
could  not  do  thus  and  so.  He  turned  his  head  up,  and  I dianot  believe,  from  his  ccAui- 
tenance,  that  he  intended  to  do  anything  whatever,  and  that  is  my  lionest  opinion. 
Says  I :  "Do  you  think  that  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  Jud^e  Davis,  could  do  anything 
with  thirty  or  forty  men,  with  probably  Ku-Klux  upon  the  jury  ?  I  am  astonished.  You 
can  tell  Governor  Bullock  that  I  would  not  give  a  farce  for  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  for  the  protection  of  the  people.  What  could  they  do  down  there  without 
any  protection,  and  probably  the  jury  half  Ku-Klux  ?"  I  had  a  case  in  the  Jefferson 
court,  and  they  followed  me  the  whole  court  week  to  see  if  I  was  going  before  the 

fraud  jury.  I  believe  a  portion  of  the  grand  jury  was  composed  ot  them.  I  kneiv 
might  as  well  tell  my  whole  ]plan  publicly  as  to  go  betore  that  ^and  jury.  I 
thought  I  would  wait  and  see  if  the  grand  jury  would  do  anything.  1  had  a 
cousin  on  that  iury,  and  several  particular  friends.  I  had  on  a  brace  of  pistols,  and  I 
told  them  to  tell  the  grand  jury  to  fine  me  ten  dollars  for  wearing  those  pistols,  for  I 
am  opposed  to  all  those  things  myself.  I  asked,  *'  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  that 
fight  at  my  house  t "  They  said,  **  We  don't  want  to  know  anything  about  that,'' 
After  the  court  was  over,  I  saw  them  call  up  some  little  adultery  coses  and  fornication 
cases,  but  they  did  not  prove  any-  of  them.  In  a  few  days  after  that  they  went  to 
Lawrenceville,  and  directly  I  heard  that  the  court-house  was  burneil  down  there. 
Then  Judge  Davis  adjourned  the  court,  and  gave  it  up  to  the  United  States  authorities. 
I  call  myself  a  peaceable  citizen  of  Georgia,  and  I  have  waited  for  the  State  of  Geor^a 
to  do  rip;ht  in  this  thing.    I  then  came  here  and  sued  out  these  warrants. 

Question.  Before  the  United  States  commissioner? 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  these  parties  were  arrested  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  followed  that  t 

Answer.  The  grand  jury  released  them. 

Question.  Did  they  give  bail  to  appear  at  court  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  thev  gave  any  bail.  The  oommissioner  iasaed  warranta  and 
they  brought  the  parties  up,  but  they  never  examined  half  of  the  ^toeases.    I  awoio 
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that  Matt  Finch  was  there,  and  that  I  strnck  him  with  a  gan.  ^I  do  not  believe  they 
wanted  to  do  anything,  and  that  is  why  I  think  they  were  bribed. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  was  the  object  of  that  bribery  f 

Anmcer*  I  think  that  the  whole  of  this  Ku-Klux  i>arty  wanted  to  keep  the  military 
out  of  this  country.  They  saw  it  was  going  to  run  into  the  military,  and  I  think  they 
"psdd  Ben  Hill  heavy  fees,  and  that  he  greased  the  balance  of  theui.  Ben  Hill  said  to 
me,  '^Now,  Holliday,  we  will  guarantee  that  this  thing  shall  not  exist  in  the  settlement 
any  more,  if  you  will  say  you  will  never  sue  out  another  warrant."  I  siiid  I  would  not 
do  that.  Said  I,  "  I  think  this  thing  never  should  exist,  and  if  it  does,  it  \^ill  ruin  our 
State.  They  caipe  on  me  for  a  fight,  but  there  are  other  parties  interested  now  besides 
me;  the  Government  is  fighting  this  thing.  I  cannot  step  between  you  and  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  you  cannot  step  between  me  and  the  Government."  He  offered  to  pledge 
himself  that  there  should  bo  no  more  of  this  thing.  That  is  why  I  believe,  from  all  the 
tefttimony,  that  there  was  bribery.    They  did  not  carry  all  the  evidence  before  the  jury. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  of  Judge  Pope;  do  you  mean  by  your  statement  here  that 
Bioeey  has  been  raised  which  ^ou  think  has  affected  the  action  of  that  officer  * 

An9iccr,  I  do,  for  I  cannot  think  anything  else ;  it  is  either  for  that  or  for  the  love  of 
peace  that  these  men 

Question.  Do  you  know  Judge  Caldwell?         *  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  ^ou  state  your  case  to  him  ? 

Amstcer,  Yes,  sir,  ho  came  to  m^  house  and  examined  the  bullet-holes. 

Question.  Do  you  embrace  him  in  the  same  suspicion  t 

Ansu:€r,  Captain  Skiles  I  do  not  suspect  as  being  bribed  in  any  manner.  They  must 
say  either  that  we  swore  to  lies  or  else  that  was  the  reason. 

Question.  You  base  that  opinion  upon  the  fact  that  the  bills  before  the  grand  jury 
were  ignored  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  your  ground  for  saying  that  there  was  bribery  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  for  the  testimony  was  so  positive. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Question,  From  what  portion  of  the  State  are  the  members  of  this  grand  Jury  drawn  Y 

Anstcer,  That  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  They  are  drawn  from  very  many  counties  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  so.  . 

Queslittn.  They  are  drawn  from  what  is  called  the  northern  district  of  Georgia  r 

Anstcer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  In  justice  to  yourself,  I  desire  to  put  one  or  two  questions.  Is  it  not  very 
possible  that,  without  any  improper  interference  of  anybody  with  the  United  States 
officers  doing  or  attempting  to  do  their  entire  duty,  this  grand  jury  might  refuse  to 
grant  this  bul,  as  some  of  them  represented  the  localities  where  these  acts  occurred, 
even  though  they  had  before  them  the  clearest  evidence  t 

Answer,  That  is  so.  <• 

Question.  The  United  States  officers,  the  officials,  Mr.  Hill,  and  all  the  others,  might 
be  entirely  honest,  entirely  correct  in  their  action,  and  yet  a  jury  drawn  fix)m  these 
very  localities  might  be  so  strong  against  finding  a  bill  that  they  would  ignore  one 
against  the  clearest  testimony  f 
.  Anstver.  The  jury  may  have  done  the  whole  thing. 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  that  your  judgment  in  respect  to  these  men  just  now  is 
tvarped,  immediately  after  your  great  disappointment  in  failing  to  have  the  grand  jury 
find  this  bill  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  harped  in  regard  to  the  evidence. 

Question.  Yon  were  much  disappointed  l^ause  the  bill  was  not  found  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  May  yon  not  be  doing  injustice  to  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Pope  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  design  to  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  design  to. 

Question,  Is  it  not  jiossiblo  that  you  may  have  done  soY 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  have  done  any  injustice  toward  those  parties ;  it  is 
a  mere  matter  of  opinion^  I  have  never  before  been  before  a  grand  jury ;  I  have  always 
been  at  work  for  my  living ;  I  know  but  very  little  about  the  law,  just  what  I  read 
in  the  papers. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  referred  to  some  affair  at  Lawrenceville,  in  which  you  thought 
the  Ku-Klnx  of  Jackson  County,  were  concerned ;  what  was  that  ? 

Anmcer.  From  the  best  information  I  could  get,  those  parties  that  conspired  together 
all  tbraugh  Jackson,  Walton,  and  Gwinnett,  were  the  men  who  homed  the  court-nous^- 
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and  were  connected  with  the  crowd  in  my  settlement ;  and  that  the  same  man  who 
Were  at  Jack  Haney's  pompoaed  part  of  the  crowd  that  burned  the  couxt^onae. 

Quealion.  The  court-hoose  was  burned  since  the  attack  on  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Ifr.  Bayard: 

Questioni  Do  yon  know  how  many  men  were  concerned  in  burning  that  ooort-hooie  f 

Anstoer,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Gave  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  transaction  f 

Answer,  Only  from  hearsay.  M^|or  Skiles  gave  me  more  information  than  any  one  elM. 
He  told  me  that  he  had  captured  a  man  who  is  here  in  prison,  whose  jaw-bone  was 
broken,  and  whose  arm  was  oroken,  and  he  thought  he  had  captured  one  of  the  men  I 
had  hurt  in  the  fight  that  night. 

By  Mr.  Scx>field  : 

Question,  What  did  he  take  him  for  f 

Answer,  For  burning  the  court-house. 

Question,  And  he  supposed  that  he  was  one  of  the  same  men  who  attacked  you,  from 
the  fact  that  he  found  his  Jaw-bone'brokeu  and  his  arm  broken  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  have  known  this  young  man,  Reynolds,  ever  since  he  was  a  boy 
They  captured  him,  but  he  ran  away. 

Question,  The  marshal  arrested  him  Under  United  States  process  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  were  arrested  f 

Answer,  I  think  some  eleven  or  more. 

Question,  Have  there  been  new  warrants  sued  out  against  them  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Qitesiion,  Yon  do  not  know  the  condition  of  the  suit  against  them  now  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Who  is  Captain  Skiles  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  United  States  detective ;  so  I  understand. 


Atlanta,  Georqia,  Ockiber  23, 1871. 
MARY  RAY  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chaibican  : 

Question,  What  is  your  age,  where  do  you  live,  and  where  were  you  bom  f 

Answer,  I  am  going  on  fiifcy-eix  years  of  age ;  I  was  bom  in  Jackson  County,  and  I 
now  live  there. 

Question,  How  far  do  you  live  from  Mr.  HoUiday's  f 

Answer,  I  reckon  it  is  about  two  miles. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  time  when  the  Ku-Klux  went  to  his  house  f 

Answer,  I  recollect  when  it  was,  but  I  do  not  know  what  day  or  night  it  was. 

Question,  Did  you  see  them  f 

Ansxpcr.  Some  persons  who  were  disguised  came  to  our  house  the  same  night. 

Question,  How  many  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  count  them,  but  I  reckon  there  were  probably  eighteen  or  twenty. 

Question,  Were  they  walking  or  riding  f 

Ansujer,  They  wore  riding. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  at  your  house  T 

Ansufer,  They  came  there  and  hollered  three  times,  but  I  never  said  anything,  nor 
did  my  son,  until  they  hollered  the  third  time.  They  told  him  to  get  up  and  open  tiie 
door,  and  to  tell  them  the  way  out  of  there.  He  opened  the  door,  and  tney  asked  who 
lived  there.  He  said.  "  Willis  Ray."  They  said,  "Is  he  here  f  He  said,  "  No ;  he  has 
started  to  Russell  Harris's."  They  daid,  "Are  you  sure  yon  are  telling  the  trathT 
He  said,  "  I  try  to  tell  nothing  but  the  truth."  They  said  to  some  one,  "  (5o  around  to 
the  other  door  and  kindle  up  a  light."  He  said-  "  Mother,  is  there  any  piece  of  light- 
wood  on  the  hearth?  I  think  I  burned  up  the  last  before  I  laid  down.''  And  then  he 
said,  "  O,  never  mind,  I  can  get  off  this  board."  They  said,  "  Never  mind :  we'll  take 
your  word  for  it.  Tell  Willis  Rav  that  we  are  friends  to  him,  but  from  this  night  he 
must  hold  his  tongue  and  not  talk  about  us,  or  we  will  hang  him  as  high  as  Hainan.' 

.  Question,  Who  did  you  understand  them  to  mean  by  "  us  T" 

Answer.  1  thought  Davy  Hancock  was  there  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge ;  that  was 
the  only  one  I  knew.  He  hollered  three  times.  But  I  do  not  know  who  the  one  wa» 
who  did  the  talking. 

Question,  Who  did  yon  understand  he  meant  by  "  us,"  when  he  said  thai  WiBia 
should  "  not  talk  about  ns  f '  "-" 
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Answer.  I  alTowed  it  was  tbe  disffsifeed  mea.  ^ 

Question,  Had  they  been  riding  aoont  through  the  oonntry  before  th«t  time  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  some  good  while  be£;Nre  that. 
QuesUon,  How  long  before  t 

Ansttei.  I  do  not  know  how  long  I  heard  of  them,  bat  I  never  saw  them  until  then. 
Question,  Had  they  been  doing  a  great  deal  of  mischief? 
Anstoer,  I  had  heard  of  some,  but  to  say  that  I  know  it,  I  do  not  know  it. 
Question.  Had  your  husband  been  opposed  to  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir^e  is  opposed  to  them,  and  had  said  some  little  against  them  one 
way  or  another.    He  had  done  nobody  any  harm,  but  he  was  against  &em. 


Atlaitta,  Georgia,  October  23, 1871. 
Bev.  J.  H.  CALDWELL  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  has  been  called  at  yoor  instance,  Mr.  Bayard,  you 
will  please  begin  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Bayard:  , 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f 

Answer.  My  residence  is  in  La  Grange,  Troup  County,  Georgia. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  Georgia  f 

Answer,  I  am  a  native  of  South  CaroliuA,  but  I  was  brought  up  in  Georgia. 

Question.  What  offices  have  you  held  at  different  periods  of  your  life  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  what  office  do  yon  now  hold  f  * 

Answer,  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  that  assembled  in 
this  State  and  framed  our  present  constitution. 

Question.  In  what  year  f 

Answer.  I  was  elected  in  the  autumn  of  1867.  Then,  in  the  spring  of  1868,  at  our 
eeueral  election,  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  State 
legislature.  My  present  official  position  is  that  of  judge  of  the  district  court  in  the 
thirty-seventh  senatorial  district. 

Question,  In  these  various  offices  which  you  have  mentioned,  with  what  political 
party  have  you  been  acting  ? 

Answer,  The  republican  party. 

QuesUon,  Are  yon  at  this  time  a  member  of  that  party,  and  acting  with  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuefUon.  Have  you  been  employed  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Akerman,  in  the  investigation  of  the  alleged  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  this  section  oi 
coon  try  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  when  youw^ere  employed,  and  what  you  have  done  under  instructions. 

Answer,  I  waa  employed  in  the  month  oi  July  last;  my  commission  or  instructions — 
I  suppose  it  may  be  called  commission — was  dated  after  the  20th  of  July,  and  I  left 
home  on  the  88th  of  July,  with  the  view  of  having  a  consultation  here  with  the  district 
attorney,  and  attending  to  the  matters  whereon  I  was  instructed  in  the  commission. 
I  have  continued  in  uiat  duty  until  this  time  j  the  instnictions  were  intended  to  be 
carried  out  until  the  1st  of  November,  and  the  time  is  nearly  out. 

Question.  That  was  under  special  instructions  from  tbe  Attorney  General  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  State  what  was  the  character  of  your  duties. 

Answer.  To  assist  in  arranging  tlie  proofs  *,  and  to  visit  such  localities  where  I  might 
have  reason  to  believe  some  offenses  had  been  committed,  and  to  examine  witnesses. 

QuesUon.  In  that  way  have  yon-  investigated  the  testimony  of  witnesses  summoned 
beibre  the  United  States  grand  iury  at  the  late  term  f 

Answer,  Some  of  them,  not  all.  Those  that  I  personally  examined  I  gave  a  list  of  to 
the  district  attorney. 

QuesUon.  Have  you  examined  all  those  you  believed  to  be  material  in  the  case  f 

Answer,  AU  that  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining. 

QuesUon,  You  came  here  for  that  express  purpose  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  generally  remained  here  in  this  place ;  but  I  have  some- 
times gone  out  into  the  State. 

QuesUon.  Have  yon  also  investigated  drcumstanoes  by  visiting  the  scenes  of  these 
alleged  disorders  f 

Answer,  In  one  instance.  ^^  , 

QiMitum.  What  case  was  that?  Djgitized  by  CjOOQIc 

Answer,  That  was  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Holliday,  m  Jackson  CouBty. 
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Question,  Wan  it  the  case  of  the  man  who  has  been  emmmoned  before  this  comaiittee, 
and  who  was  also  examinee!  before  the  grand  juiy  f 

Answer.  1  suppose  it  is  the  same ;  he  was  examined  before  the  grand  Jniy. 

Question,  In  relation  to  an  attack  upon  himself  and  his  proper^  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

'Question.  Did  you  examine  Henry  Lowther,  a  negro  upon  whose  peraon  an  oa^sge 
had  been  perpetrated  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  examined  him  in  this  place. 

Question.  Was  the  alleged  eanse  of  that  ontrage  npon  him  his  connectiim  wi&  a 
white  woman  f 

Answer.  I  drew  that  out  from  him  finally ;  that  was  not  the  cause  he  alleged  at  first: 
and  he  denied  all  the  way  through  that  that  was  the  oanse  of  the  treatment  he  received ; 
bnt  he  admitted  that  he  had  had  such  connection. 

Question.  He  finally  confessed  to  yon  that  he  had  had  connection  with  tiiat  white 
woman  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did. 

Question.  Did  he  state  to  you  that  that  was  the  cause  of  the  umbrage  of  those  people 
against  him  f 

Answer.  He  did  so  state.  He  said  that  he  thought  the  cause  was  his  politfcal  opiniotis. 
I  rather  questioned  that,  and  told  him  I  thought  that  that  statement  would  hardly  be 
received,  for  it  was  a  very  unusual  thing  to  proceed  to  that  kind  of  punishment  fur 
political  opinions.  After  assuring  him  that  he  would  not  be  comi)elled  to  criminate 
himself  before  the  court,  he  confessed  that  he  had  had  connection  with  that  white 
woman. 

Question.  There  has  been  agreat  deal  said  in  regard  to  bands  of  disguised  men  com- 
monly known  as  Ku-Klux.  Will  you  state  to  this  committee  what  is  the  result  of  year 
investigationjii  repanl  to  that  matter? 

Answer.  The  result  of  my  investigation  is,  that  I  am  convinced  there  are  in  diflercnt 
localities  in  the  State  of  Georgia  bands  of  lawless  men  who  have  committed  outrages. 
That  is,  I  judge  so  from  the  testimony,  not  from  my  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  there  is  any  organization  among  those  bauds;  that  is,  any 
concert  of  action  at  all,  or  are  they  merely  local  in  their  character? 

Answer.  1  think  they  are  local. 

Question.  From  the  result  of  your  examinations  you  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
organization  among  tb6se  bands? 

Answer.  I  think  tney  are  organized  merely  in  the  different  localities;  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  general  organization ;  at  least  I  have  not  discovered  any  such  thing  in 
my  investigations.  '  , 

Question.  Do  yon  know  the  purpose  or  object  of  those  bands  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  testimony  elicited  in  the  different  interviews 
I  have  had  with  witnesses  in  the  different  cases,  the  objects  seemed  to  be  various  in  dif- 
ferent localities. 

Question.  Have  yon  been  able  to  discover  any  political  significance  in  those  organi- 
zations? 

Anstcer,  Not  a  trace  of  it,  except  in  one  instance,  taking  the  testimony  of  the  party 
himself. 

Question.  They  have  been  devoid  of  political  significance  ? 

Anstcer.  In  every  instance  which  I  have  examined,  so  far  as  I  have  had  any  investi- 
gation of  witnesses. 

Question.  In  your  jurisdiction  you  have  administration  of  the  criminal  laws?        * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  a  reasonable  protection  for  person  and  prop- 
erty under  the  laws  of  Georgia  for  people  of  all  classes  and  colors? 

Answer.  Within  my  jurismction  there  certainly  is ;  I  can  state  that  with  confidence 
from  my  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  What  counties  are  embraced  within  your  jurisdiction  ? 

Answer.  The  three  counties  of  Troup,  Heard,  and  Carroll,  which  counties  compose 
the  thirty-seventh  judicial  district. 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 
Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  are  those  counties  ? 
Answer.  In  the  western  part  oC  the  State,  along  the  Alabama  line. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 
Question.  1  observe,  by  reference  to  the  map,  that  in  going  from  AUaota  to  your  dlstriet 
yon  pass  through  a  number  of  counties.  You  have  stated  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  thecp 
is  security  of  person  and  property  in  the  counties  of  your  district  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  Georgia.  I  will  ask  yon  if,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  that  is  also  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  other  parts  of  the  State  ?  t    d  b  GoOqIc 
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Anamer.  Where  I  am  personally  acquainted  it  is ;  that  is,  principally  in  the  third 
congressional  district. 

Questum,  Who  is  the  present  member  of  Congress  &om  that  district? 

Aii9wtr.  Judge  Bigby. 

Question,  How  many  counties  are  there  in  that  district? 

AM&wer,  There  are  now  sixteen  counties,  Including  a  new  county  made  b>  the  last 
legislature.  Carroll  County  is  the  one  furthest  north,  and  the  district  extends  down  to 
Mnscogee  County,  and  then  into  the  interior  of  the  State  some  distance. 

QuetUcn.  Being  a  citizen  of  that  district,  will  you  state  whether  your  remark  as  to. 
the  security  of  person  and  property  under  the  laws  of  Georgia  applies  to  that  entire 
district  f 

Answer,  It  does,  so  iar  as  my  observation  has  extended. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  livcfd  there  f  • 

lAMwer.  I  have  lived  there  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years. 

QuesWm,  How  many  years  have  yon  lived  in  the  State  of  Georgia  f 

Answer.  Ever  since  I  was  three  years  old. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 
QuesUatL  You  said  you  were  bom  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Will  you  please  state  what  is  your  age  at  the  present  time  ? 

Answei',  1  am  fifty-one  years  of  age.  Since  I  have  been  in  this  city  the  last  time,  I 
have  heard  for  the  first  time  of  any  lawlessness  in  that  district ;  I  have  heard  since  I 
left  home  of  some  lawless  acts  in  Heard  County ;  I  do  not  know  as  to  the  correctness 
of  those  accounts ;  I  got  my  information  from  the  district  attorney,  who  said  that  there 
were  persons  here  now  who  complained  of  some  lawless  acts  in  that  county. 

Question.  The  point  of  my  question  was,  whether  you  believe,  being  yourself  a  mag- 
istrate in  that  district,  that  there  is  ample  protection  there  for  person  and  property 
under  the  laws  of  Georgia  ? 

Jrmver.  There  is ;  I  can  state  that  with  entire  confidence. 

Question,  You  have  been  acting  with  the  republican  party  in  this  State  since  its  or- 
ganization ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  assisted  in  the  organization  of  that  party  in  this  State. 

Question,  Have  your  political  opinions  been  openly  pronounced  and  well  known  by 
your  fellow-citizens  ? 

Ansicer.  I  have  canvassed  about  ten  counties  of  the  third  congressional  district  sev- 
eral times  since  the  fall  of  1867.  The  first  time  was  when  the  convention  was  called, 
required  under  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress.  Then  in  the  following  spring  I 
canvassed  a  large  portion  of  that  district,  in  the  interest  of  the  new  constitution  and 
for  its  ratification.  Then,  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  I  canvassed  it  for  the  presiden- 
tial election.  Then,  again,  last  autumn  I  canvassed  it  at  the  time  of  the  general  elec- 
tion. 

Quesiioti.  In  your  canvasses  did  you  frequently  and  publicly  address  the  citizeus  of 
Georgia  ? 

Answer,  Very  often ;  large  assemblies  of  the  people,  white  and  colored. 

Question.  Dia  you  openly  proclaim  your  party  views  ? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  very  emphaticaUy  and  very  earnestly. 

Qmstion.  Did  ypu  assail  the  views  of  your  political  opponents? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  do  so  with  the  freedom  that  characterized  such  discussions  prior  to 
the  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  with  as  much  personal  safety  as  I  ever  discussed  political  ques- 
tions in  the  State.  I  discussed  questions  with  democrats  in  difi*erent  portions  of  the 
State,  and  those  discussions  were  carried  on  with  as  much  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the 
disputants,  and  with  no  more  signs  of  disorder  or  attempt  at  violence,  than  might  have 
happened  at  any  time — than  you  would  have  seen  often  before  the  war. 

Question.  Having  been  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  republican  party  of- 
this  State,  will  you  sa^  whether  vou  have  ever  been  insulted  or  determl  from  the  frank 
expressions  of  your  opinions  in  this  State  ? 

Answer,  1  have  never  been  deterred  by  any  demonstration.  I  saw  at  one  time,  a 
little  beforehand,  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  demonstration,  which  I  disregarded ; 
and  when  I  came  to  make  my  speech  there  was  nothing  of  it  I  have  alSo  been 
threatened  by  little  missives  sent  to  me  privately  through  the  i>ost-o£Eicej  which  I  also 
disregarded ;  I  went  forward  and  made  mv  speeches  wit^ut  any  molestation  whatever. 
As  to  insults,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  abuse ;  that,  of  course,  is  allowed  among 
political  partisans.  ^  t 

By  Mr.  Voorhees:  Digitized  by  V^OOg IC 

Question.  Every  politician  gets  that,  I  believe  ? 
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Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  and  I  receive  my  share  of  H. 
By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

QuesHan,  Do  you  receive  more  here  than  is  the  case  North  ? 

Answer,  I  think  the  state  of  feeling  here  has  been  a  little  Miarper  than  with  yoa  in 
^b»  North ;  perhaps  the  bitterness  has  been  intensified  by  circmus^noes.  I  l^nnk 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  very  unkind  bitter  feeling.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  con- 
fined to  one  party.  I  have  myself  been  the  victim  of  it ;  that  is,  I  have  soffiered  the 
odium  of  it. 

QiiesUon,  In  other  words,  the  condition  of  political  feeling  here  has  been  somewhat 
excited  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  think  more  so  tlum  at  the  North. 

QuesUon,  Has  the  excitement  ever  reached  a  point  where  it  would  deter  a  full  and 
frank  expression  of  opinion  f 

Answer,  I  have  not  experienced  anything  of  the  kind,  and  I  think  I  have  expressed 
my  sentiments  as  boldly,  and  have  attacked  the  measures,  doctrines,  and  policy  of  the 
democratic  party  as  boldly  as  any  other  speaker  in  the  State. 

Question,  What  is  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  your  State  toward  citizens  coming 
£rom  the  North  and  settling  among  you,  if  the^  come  here  and  identity  themselves 
with  the  interests  of  your  State ;  are  they  not  kindly  received  and  fully  protected  t 

Answer,  I  think  they  are,  as  far  as  I  know.  So  far  as  any  cases  have  come  witbiu 
my  observation,  that  is  true.  Those  who  participate  in  political  movements  are  not 
liked  so  much.  Those  of  us  who  are  natives  suffer  from  this  bitter  feeling,  this  intense 
hostility  to  our  party  measures. 

Question.  Does  that  prevent  a  man  firom  being  perfectly  secure  in  the  expression  of 
his  opinions  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  life,  person,  and  property  ? 

Answer,  So  far  as  my  observation  bas  extended,  it  does  not.  I  have  heard  in  the 
other  counties  of  cases,  and  have  read  in  the  papers  of  circumstances.  But  I  suppose 
you  want  me  to  speak  of  my  personal  experience. 

Question.  That  is  all  which  would  be  justified,  I  suppose. 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  instances  of  different  character,  but  they  have  not  come 
within  .my  personal  knowledge.  I  suppose  your  question  had  reference  to  my  public 
addresses,  to  my  making  speeches,  and  to  what  occurred  at  those  times.  There  is  one 
little  circumstance  that  I  forgot  to  mention.  There  never  was  any  violence  attempted 
to  me  personally  but  once.  That  was  not  on  the  occasion  of  a  public  speech,  but  was 
at  the  poUe,  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement.  It  mattered  very 
little,  though.  There  was  an  editor  of  a  paper  who  had  been  very  violent  against  me. 
I  think  he  was  drinking  at  the  time.  He  came  up  behind  me  where  I  was  standing. 
I  went  up  to  put  in  my  vote  for  the  Grant  electoral  ticket,  and  while  standing  at  die 
polls — the  doors  of  the  court-house  were  closed,  and  the  voters  came  up  and  handed 
their  tickets  in  to  some  one  who  stood  at  the  door— and  Just  as  I  had  put  mine  in,  I 
felt  some  one  lay  hands  on  me  from  behind;  and  the  next  moment  I  was  whirled  from 
the  court-house  down  the  steps.  I  did  not  fall,  but  I  looked  around  and  discovered 
the  editor  of  this  paper.  From  the  character  of  the  crowd  assembled  there,  I  thought 
there  were  persons  present  giving  him  encouragement ;  I  thought  they  had  weapons, 
but  I  saw  none.  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  I  made  any  resistance  it  mi^ht  en- 
danger my  life ;  that  it  would  be  better  for  me  to  retire  quietly,  which  I  did,  after 
looking  the  man  sternly  in  the  face.  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  cowardly  act,  as  did  H^ 
community.  He  never  has  apologized  for  it ;  I  never  have  spoken  to  him,  nor  has  he 
tome.  '   * 

Question,  Ton  say  he  was  intoxicated  at  the  time  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  excuse  offered  by  his  party  friends,  who  felt  that  he  had  doiie 
wrong. 

Question,  His  party  friends  denounced  the  act? 

Answer,  I  so  understood.  Some  of  them  expressed  to  me  the  opinion  that  he  had 
done  wrong,  and  was  drunk  at  the  time. 

Question,  That  is  the  only  instance  of  personal  rudeness  to  you  t 

Answer,  The  only  attempt  I  have  over  met  with  during  the  four  times  I  have  can- 
*  vassed  that  district. 

Question,  Have  your  elections  here  been  reasonably  orderly  f 

Answer,  Not  very  orderly  at  the  presidential  election ;  some  disorder,  but  no  great 
deal  of  violence.  Perhaps  there  were  some  few  colored  people  struck  over  the  head 
and  bruised,  and  others  deterred  and  frightened.  I  witnessed  none  of  those  thii^ 
but  some  of  them  came  to  me,  and  I  saw  one  or  two  who  had  been  cut  and  bnused. 
Such  things  are  apt  to  occur  at  any  time  in  periods  of  political  excitements  I  hare 
often  seen  similar  things  before  the  war. 

Question.  They  are  what  are  called  political  rows  on  election  day  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  think  they  are  intensified  by  opposition  to  negroes  vtoting. 

^ti««an.  They  did  vote  freely  ?  igitized  by  CjOOQ IC 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  where  they  were  qualified  to  vote,  ^ 
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QueaHon,  Were  they  in  the  majority  in  year  district  f 

Antwer.  In  my  coonty  and  in  the  congressional  district  there  is  a  large  mcgority  of 
colored  Yoters.  Some  of  the  counties  have  white  migorities,  bnt  most  of  them  liave 
colored  majorities. 

Queition.  The  colored  majority  prevailed  f 

Asmmet,  Tes,  sir;  I  think  my  majority  over  my  oj^onent  was  something  over  four 
hundred.     . 

ByMr.  Scofield: 
Q^Mtksm^  The  member  of  Congress  ficom  your  distort  is  a  republican  f 
Annper.  He  ran  as  a  republican,  butjtroiessed  to  be  a  democrat  at  the  time  the  con- 
stitution was  ratified.    But  he  ran  for  Congress  as  a  xepuhlicany  and  was  elected  as 
Buch. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
Question.  Elected  by  republicans  against  a  democratic  opponent  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Question,  Do  you  know  any  case  of  the  arrest,  trial,  and  conviction,  in  courts  of  Jus- 
tice in  your  State,  of  persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  these  outrages  commonly  called 
Ka-Klnx  outrages — outrages  by  disguised  men  upon  others? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  of  my  own  knowledge;  I  have  heard  that  some  were 
arrested  and  tried  in  Bartow  County.  Cass  Coonty  was  the  original  name  of  that 
county.  I  have  heard  that  some  were  sentenced  in  that  county  to  the  State's  prison, 
but  I  do  not  know  the  fact. 

Question.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  these  facts  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  judge  before  whom  they  were  alleged  to 
have  been  tried  and  convicted  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  before  Judge  Parrott. 

Question.  Is  he  a  republican? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  One  of  Qovemor  Bullock's  appointees  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Bartow  County,  in  which  that  trial  took  place,  is  or 
is  not  liyrgely  democratic  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  a  largely  democratic  county;  they  elect  democratic  members  of 
the  legislature. 

Question.  Is  it  in  that  county  where  this  conviction  and  sentence  have  taken  place  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  so  informed.  I  have  heard  of  no  other  instance  anywhere  in 
the  State  of  the  conviction  of  persons  who  are  known  as  Ku-Elux,  who  are  called  Ku- 
Elux. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty  of  preparing 
cases  for  the  use  of  the  district  attorney,  you  have  remamed  in  this  city  pretty  much 
all  the  time  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  here  a  great  deal  of  the  time.    I  have  traveled  out  Of  it. 

Question.  I  believe  you  spoke  of  being  in  Jackson  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  house  bf  Mr.  HoUiday  ? 

AnsuKT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  confer  with  him  or  his  family? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  show  you  the  locality  of  the  transaction  there  ? 

Answer.  Mrs.  Holliday  did ;  Mr.  Holliday  was  not  at  home. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  marks  of  bullets  on  the  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  signs  of  pist-ol-buUets  on  the  walls  of  the  building. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  see  ? 

Answer.  I  counted  ten.  Mrs.  Holliday  told  me  there  were  others  which  I  did  not 
see ;  some  up  stairs,  but  I  did  not  go  up  to  see  them. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  marks  on  the  doors  ? 

Answer.  She  told  me  there  were  some,  but  I  did  not  see  them.  The  most  she  pointed 
out  to  mo  were  in  the  walls  of  the  building.  It  was  getting  late  in  the  day,  was  some- 
what dark,  and  I  could  not  see  them  very  well. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  there  ? 

Answer.  I  was  at  me  house  but  a  few  minutes,  long  enough  to  set  her  statement.  It 
was  getting  late,  and  I  was  a  stranger  in  the  place,  and  did  not  snow  where  to  go.  I 
humed  the  investigation  at  the  house.  ^ 
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Qitestion,  How  long  did  yon  remain  in  the  county  t 

Answer.  1  was  there  on  Monday,  and  remained  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Hunter  that  ni^t. 
Buriug  the  next  day  I  examined  some  witnesses — Mr.  J.  R.  Holliday,  the  peiaon  who 
was  attacked ;  his  hrother,  Mr.  Frank  Holliday,  and  some  four  colorod  persons. 

Question,  Did  you  see  some  resolutions  that  were  adopted  there  afterward  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  them.  You  mean  some  that  were  published  in  the 
papers  t 

Question,  I  understand  that  they  were  published  in  the  newspapers  and  were  adopted 
at  a  public  meeting. 

Answer,  I  never  saw  them.    I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  of  them  before. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  any  propositiQps  were  made  on  behalf  of  the  parties 
accused  that  if  Mr.  Holliday  would  abandon  the  prosecution  they  would  suspend  any 
further  operations  ? 

Answer,  1  think  there  was  something  said  to  me  about  that  matter  by  Mr.  Holliday; 
I  do  not  think  I  took  it  down  in  the  testimony  as  material. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  converse  with  Mr.  Hill  on  the  subject  t 
.  Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  here  during  the  session  of  the  court  t 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  Mr.  B.  H.  Hill  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  1  i^iderstood  so. 

Question.  Was  he  understood  to  be  employed  by  the  defense  t 

Anstcer.  I  heard  that  he  was. 

Question.  Wbile  you  were  down  in  that  county,  what  did  you  hear  in  regtad  to  tiie 
operations  of  the  Ru-Klux  f 

Answer.  I  heard  that  there  was  an  organization  in  that  neighborhood  oompoeed  of 
from  thirty  to  fifty  persons ;  the  highest  number  mentioned  to  me  did  not  exceed  fifty, 
and  the  lowest  was  not  less  than  thirty. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  that  that  was  the  largest  number  ever  seen  abroad  at  one 
timef 

Answer.  That  was  the  opinion  of  the  two  HoUidays  and  their  friends,  that  they  did 
not  exceed  from  thirty  to 'fifty ;  that  they  were  confined  in  their  operations  to  what  is 
known  as  Chandler's  military  district,  and  perhaps  to  a  portion  only  of  that  district, 
say  to  an  area  of  four  or  five  miles  square. 

Question.  As  far  as  you  have  observed  their  operations,  have  their  victims  belonged 
to  one  political  party  more  than  to  another  ? 

Answer.  Most  of  those  I  have  examined  belonged  to  the  republican  party.  Mr. 
Holliday  told  me  that  he  did  not  participate  in  politics  at  all ;  but  his  brother^in-lsw, 
Mr.  Hunter,  told  me  that  Holliday  was  a  democrat. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  this  case  of  the  mutilation  of  Henry  Lowther.  You 
say  that  he  admitted  to  you  that  he  had  sexual  intercourse  with  a  white  woman  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  stat-e  when  that  occurred  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  the  time  when  it  took  place ;  I  have  not  the  dates  with  ne, 
but  I  think  I  can  remember  them.  He  stated  that  on  Monday  evening,  the  2 1st  of 
August,  a  party  of  disguised  persons  came  to  his  house  the  first  time ;  that  is,  they 
came  up,  but  ho  escaped  through  the  back  door,  and  hid  himself  in  the  weeds  some 
little  dietauco  from  tlio  house.  They  entered  his  dwelling,  it  being  dark  within,  and 
one  of  them  stumbled  ajpinst  a  sack  of  salt:  t^ing  it  to  be  him,  he  cried  out,  ^  Hew 
he  is ;  kill  him.  kill  him  r  They  then  lighted  matches,  and  discovered  their  mistake. 
They  told  his  wife  that  they  would  give  nim  five  days  to  leave  the  county — that  was  on 
the  occtwion  of  their  first  visit  to  him.  A  colored  man  in  the  neighborhood,  whow 
name  I  do  not  now  remember,  (it  is  in  my  notes.)  told  him  not  to  leave ;  that  he  -would 
gather  up  a  crow  d  of  men  and  guard  him  and  stand  by  him  until  he  died ;  that  xras  his 
language.  Some  six  or  seven  persons  armed  themselves,  and  went  into  the  woods  and 
lay  that  night,  and  also  the  next  night.  On  the  tliird  night  the  man  who  proposed  to 
guard  him  with  these  armed  men  abandoned  him,  and  informed  other  parties  against 
him,  and  said  that  he  was  there  with  an  armed  force  to  fight  the  Ku-Klux.  Upon  that, 
orders  were  issued  for  his  arrest,  and  he  and  his  son  were  arrested  and  put  in  JaU. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  was  the  ofiense  alleged  against  him  for  which  he  was  arrested  t 

Anstcer.  He  did  not  state  that  definitely ;  I  think  it  was  for  arming  persons.  I  cm- 
;  not  recollect  distinctly ;  I  have  the  notes  of  the  whole  case,  stated  to  the  district 
attorney. 

Quotum.  Was  it  an  offense  cognizable  by  the  laws  of  your  State? 

Answer.  Let  me  think  for  a  moment,  and  see  if  I  can  state  what  it  was.  [AAer  a 
pause.]  I  think  it  was  that  he  had  arme^  these  men,  and  made  threats  against  BiMtber 
nenx).  I  think  the  other  negro  had  him  arrested.  That  is  my  impresaon.  I-WMild 
rather  be  accurate  about  it ;  and  to  be  so,  I  most  refer  to  my  notes.         ^ 
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By  Mr.  Lansing: 

QuetHon,  Yon  have  undoubtedly  got  it  right  nowt 

Answer,- Ye&f  sir,  I  think  it  is  so.  It  was  on  the  fourth  of  September  that  he  was 
taken  from  the  jail  and  treated  in  the  manner  described  here.  On  the  Sunday  follow- 
ing their  lirst  visit  to  his  house,  a  white  woman  (he  gave  me  the  name)  followed  him  into 
the  woodS;  when  he  had  this  illicit  commerce  with  her. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  That  was  after  they  visited  his  house  the  first  time  f 

Answer,  Yes^  sir. 

QueslUm,  Did  he  say  who  the  white  woman  was  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  gave  her  name.  • 

Question,  I  don't  care  about  her  name.    What  was  her  character  t 

Answer,  I  did  not  inquire  anything  about  her  character.  Of  course  I  inferred,  from 
what  he  said,  that  she  was  a  very  bad  character. 

Question.  Was  she  a  common  woman,  that  other  persons,  whit«  and  black,  visited  ? 

Answer,  I  did  not  put  those  questions  to  him.  But,  of  course,  the  inference  I  drew 
was  that  she  was  a  very  bad,  abandoned  character,  from  the  circumstance  that  she 
voluntarily  followed  him  into  the  woods,  and,  as  I  suppose  from  his  language,  solicited 
him  to  have  intercourse  with  her. 

Question,  She  was  one  of  those  low-down  tramps  which  are  scattered  about  the 
country  T 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Question.  That  was  after  the  first  visit  of  these  disguised  men  to  him  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Of  course  I  do  not  look  upon  that  as  justifying  their  lawlessness. 

QuesHon.  Do  you  believe  that  was  the  reason  for  their  conduct  f 

Answer.  I  think,  from  aU  the  circumstances,  that  that  was  the  reason ;  for  I  do  not 
believe  that,  anywhere  in  the  land,  any  body  of  men,  unless  they  are  a  band  of  very 
low  and  vile  creatures,  would  inflict  such  punishment  for  a  political  offense. 

Question,  Why  did  they  go  to  his  house  the  first  time? 

Answer.  Tha4»  I  cannot  answer. 

Question^  Why  did  they  serve  notice  on  him  to  leave  Y 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell. 

Question,  Then  your  opinion  is  formed  from  the  fact  that  you  cannot  suppose  any- 
body would  inflict  such  a  punishment  for  a  political  ofiense  ? 

Answer,  I  never  heard  ot  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  YoKHSKS.  You  might  ask  why  they  did  not  inflict  that  punishment  the  first 
time  they  went  there. 

The  Chairman.  They  did  not  catch  him ;  but  they  notified  him  to  leave  in  five 
days. 

The  WiTNBfiS.  I  would  like  to  state  that  my  instructions  from  Mr.  Akerman  were 
to  inquire  into  and  obtain  all  the  facts,  or  the  most  probable  facts,  in  each  case.  My 
business  l)as  been  to  obtain  facts ;  and  with  me  it  makes  no  difference  what  the  case 
may  be.    If  there  is  a  lawlessness,  I  wish  to  see  that  lawlessness  suppressed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  white  man  being  castrated  for  visiting  low-down 
characters? 

Ansioer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing,  I  think.  I  cannot  now  remember 
that  I  have  ever  heard  of  such  an  instance. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  no  white  person  being  castrated  for  visiting  that 
woman  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Will  yon  name  again  the  counties  which  compose  your  judicial  district? 

Anstcer.  Troup,  Heard,  and  Carroll  Counties. 

Question,  Are  there  any  Ku-Klux  organizations  in  that  district? 

Anstcer.  I  never  have  heard  of  any — that  is,  since  the  first  organization  and  incipi- 
ency  of  this  movement  in  the  State.  I  was  in  Columbus  in  the  spring  of  1868,  about 
the  time  that  they  killed  Ashbum.  There  was  an  organization  there  that  did  that 
work  in  Columbus.  I  was  with  Ashburn  at  the  meetiug  held  there  on  Saturday,  and 
delivered  the  address  to  some  thousands  of  people.  On  Monday  ni^ht  Ashburn  was 
killed.  I  remained  on  the  spot  and  sathered  up  all  the  facts  I  could  in  regard  to  it 
and  they  were  published  in  the  New  York  Tribune  the  succeedinff  week.  1  also  gave 
an  account  of  some  of  their  emblems  and  some  of  their  insignia  that  they  had  s6nt  in. 
One  of  them  represented  Mr.  Ashbum  lyin^  in  his  cofiln  ;  bis  name  was  on  it,  and  it 
also  had  the  emblems  of  death,  with  a  wammg  that  he  should  die. 

Question.  Where  was  that  paper  found  ? 

Answer,  It  was  shown  to  me  by  the  assessor  of  internal  revenue,  Mr.  Webster.    , 

Question^  Where  did  he  get  it  ?  igitized  by  V^OOQ IC 

Answer.  1  think  it  -wm.  suspended  at  the  door  of  his  office.  ^ 
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Qu€8Uon.  Was  that  before  Ashbarn  was  killed  Y 
Answer.  He  showed  it  to  me  the  Saturday  before  he  was  killed. 
Question,  As  yoa  have  referred  to  that  case,  will  you  state  as  succinctly  as  you  can 
all  the  circumsianoes  that  occurred  ? 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  that  occurrence  t 

Answer.  It  was  at  the  close  of  March,  1868 — either  on  the  30th  or  31st  of  the  month. 
I  think  it  was  on  the  first  or  second  day  of  April  that  I  wrote  this  account  for  the  pa- 
per. At  this  distance  of  time,  and  after  so  many  events  have  happened,  I  should  ain- 
like  to  trust  my  memory  in  a  recital  of  the  circumstances.  But  the  abiding  impression 
upon  my  mind  is  this :  that  Ashbum  was  visited  by  some  thirty  or  forty  pereons  at  the 
house  where  he  was  stayins ,  in  Columbus  :  some  of  them  I  understood  wcredisginised. 
and  some  not  disguised.  He  was  killed  in  nis  room  that  night,  between  midnight  aoa 
day. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  was  Ashbum,  and  what  had  he  been  during  the  warT 

Answer.  He  was  a  Union  man  during  the  war,  and  I  think  that  atone  time  be  retired 
within  the  Federal  lines.  He  returned  after  the  war  a  verj'  ardent  Union  man,  arecon- 
structionist  and  a  republican.  He  was  a  man  that  I  never  considered  bad  a  well- 
balanced  mind ;  I  thought  he  was  flighty  and  enthusiastic.  He  was  certainly  a  very 
earnest  advocate  of  republican  doctrines,  and  worked  verj^  hard  lor  the  restoration  of 
the  State  to  the  Union.  I  think  Mr.  Ashbum  was  devoted  to  the  Union  and  to  the 
principles  of  the  republican  party^  We  served  together  in  the  constitutional  conveu- 
tion. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  that  being  what  cost  him  his  life  ? 

Anstcer.  I  have  none  whatever  ;*  I  have  never  heard  any  doubt  expressed  by  any  om 
that  he  was  killed  for  his  political  course. 

Question.  And  by  an  organization  known  as  the  Eu-Klux  ? 

Answer.  I  would  like  to  say  a  little  more  in  regard  to  that.  Just  at  that  time  ft  had 
come  to  light.  I  was  in  Atlanta  here,  and  the  lirst  notice  I  ever  saw  of  the  existence 
of  an  organization  of  that  character  was  in  an  Atlanta  paper.  It  seemecl  to  be  envel- 
oped in  great  mystery,  and  the  paper  spoke  of  it  in  very  mysterious  langnage.  I  did 
not  know  what  it  was.  whether  a  political  organization  or  not.  I  saw  these  accounts 
in  the  newspapers.  Snortly  after  the  close  ol  our  convention  I  went  on  to  hold  this 
public  meeting  in* Columbus,  where  a  great  immber  of  i>eople  were  as£enib]e<l,  mostly 
colored  people.  I  was  called  upon  to  deliver  a  speech  on  that  occasion.  These 
insignia  of  the  order  wore  shown  to  me  by  Mr.  Webster  before  I  made  my  speech.  I 
remember  a  little  incident,  rather  amusing,  in  connection  with  it.  He  mentioned  to 
me  something  which  I  used  in  my  speech.  He  said  that  there  were  some  bones  sus- 
pended cither  at  Ihe  door  of  his  office  or  on  the  palings  before  his  residence,  which 
were  claimed  by  this  mysterious  order  to  be  the  bones  of  confederate  dead  who  had 
arisen  from  their  craves  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  their  country.  I  ascertained  that 
they  were  old  turtle-bones ;  and  I  remarked  Jocosely  to  the  people  that  they  ought  to 
change  the  initials  of  their  order  from  K.  E.  K.  to  O.  T.  B.,  meaning  old  turtle-bones. 
I  treated  the  matter  as  a  huge  jest  intended  to  operate  upon  the  superstitions  of  the 
negroes,  and  to  deter  them  li-om  voting.*  But  from  the  time  of  Ashburu's  death  I  ftlt 
that  it  was  a  reality.  I  think,  iix)m  some  notice  circulated  around  through  the  town 
of  Lagrange  the  following  week,  that  there  was  an  incipient  movement  ot  that  sort  in 
that  place.  I  examined  one  of  the  letters  I  saw,  and  found  a  letter  C  upon  a  coffin, 
which  I  did  not  know  but  might  mean  me.  I  sent  ont  word  lor  a  meeting,  and  made 
a  speech  to  white  and  colored  people,  and  said  I  was  not  alraid  of  being  Ku-Klnxed.  I 
told  them  very  plainly  what  I  thouglit  would  be  the  consequences  ol  such  a  xiroceed- 
ing.  If  there  has  ever  been  an  organization  from  that  day  to  the  present  moment  in 
Troup  County  I  do  not  know  it ;  I  have  never  found  it  out.  I  think  if  they  had  any 
intention  of  the  kind  that  they  abandoned  it. 

Qufstion.  You  say  you  were  here  in  Atlanta  when  the  existence  of  the  order  was  first 
brought  to  vour  notice  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  prominent  person  here  at  that  time,  from  a  neighboring 
State,  who  had  been  publicly  rumored  to  be  a  prominent  officer  in  the  order  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir:  1  remember  seeing  several  here.  You  use  the  expression  "a 
neighboring  State."    I  saw  one  in  particular  about  that  time  here. 

Question.  To  whom  do  you  refer  f 

Answer.  To  General  Forrest.  I  was  introduced  to  him  near  the  close  of  the  cratsti- 
tutional  convention ;  I  do  not  remember  the  particular  time. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  About  what  time  ?  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 

Ansver.  The  convention  closed  its  labors  on  the  11th  of  Ifarofa,  IdSa       ^ 
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By  the  CHAiRifAN : 

Question.  How  long  was  it  before  Ashbam  was  killed  did  yon  see  General  Forrest 
here  t 

Answer,  The  conyention  closed  its  labors  on  the  11th  of  March,  1868,  and  Ashbnrn 
was  killed;  as  I  have  already  stated,  in  the  last  days  of  March,  on  the  30th  or  31st. 

QttfstUm,  Had  yon  heard  anything  of  the  Eu-Klnz  organization  before  the  time  that 
General  Forrest  was  heret 

Anstcer,  I  never  heard  of  it  nntU  after  he  was  here.  The  pieces  I  read  in  the  papers 
were  copied  from  Nashville  papers.  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  nnderstood  that  while  I 
state  this  I  do  not  mean  to  insmnate  at  all  that  General  Forrest  had  anylMng  to  do 
with  it,  for  I  do  not  know  that. 

By  Mr.  Batahd  : 
Question.  I  am  fflad  yon  have  the  candor  to  state  that.  / 

Answer.  I  state  it  becaase  I  have  no  &cts  upon  which  to  base  such  a  thing. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  what  his  business  here  at  that  time  wasY 

Ansioer.  I  think  I  heard  that  he  was  here  in  connection  with  some  insurance  busi- 
ness. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  him  here  since  that  time  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Tou  say  these  paragraphs  appeared  in  the  papers  about  the  time  he  was 
here? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  tiiey  wexe  copied  from  Tennessee  papers? 

Answer.  The  first  that  I  saw  were  copied  from  a  Tennessee  paper. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  understood  that  the  Ku-Klux  organization 
originated  in  Tennessee  ? 

Atiswer.  I  have  heard  the  opinion  expressed  by  individnaLs  that  such  was  the  case ; 
I  cannot  remember  who,  but  quite  a  number.  You  understand  I  am  not  now  stating 
facts ;  I  am  only  answering  your  question.  I  only  state  rumors  and  hearsay,  and  not 
facts  within  my  knowledge ;  only  what  has  been  told  mo  from  time  to  time. 
'  Question,  Do  you  know  whether  at  the  beginning  of  the  operations  of  this  order—of 
their  public  manifestations — they  claimed  to  bo  the  returned  confederate  dead  ? 

Answer.  I  can  only  judge  from  pieces  that  I  saw  in  the  papers,  and  the  mystery  that 
was  thrown  over  the  whole  thing  by  the  editorial  allusions  to  it.  The  attempt  at 
mystery  was  of  course  intended  to  mystify,  and  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  something 
supernatural.  It  was  intended  evidently  to  operate  upon  the  superstitious  fears  of  the 
negroes.  They  are  a  very  superstitious  race,  as  you  know,  and  I  suppose  it  was  in- 
tended to  operate  upon  them ;  to  get  up  ghost  stories  and  frighten  them ;  something 
like  that. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  prepared  an  account  of  the  circumstances 
attending  the  death  of  Ashbum,  which  was  published  in  the  New  York  Tribune  ? 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  account  true  ?  • 

Ansicer.  That  account  was  the  information  I  received  on  the  spot ;  it  embraced  the 
facts  that  were  communicated  to  me  in  relation  to  the  matter.  Of  course  everything 
then  was  in  a  state  of  confusion  and  excitement.  Subseauently,  comparing  the  state- 
ments contained  in  the  article  with  the  evidence  deducea  before  the  military  commis- 
6iou  that  attempted  to  try  certain  persons,  (although  I  mentioned  no  names  in  my 
communication.)  the  facts  in  the  communication  were  generally  in  accord  with  the 
evidence  brought  out  before  the  military  commission. 

Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  article  ? 

Answer.  I  have  it  at  home,  I  think ;  not  here. 

Quesium.  Will  you  furnish  us  with  a  copy  of  it  when  you  go  home  ? 

Answer.  I  will  do  so  if  I  can  find  it.    [See  page  451.] 

Question.  ThsiX,  contained  the  result  of  the  best  examination  you  were  able  to  make 
at  the  time. 

Answer.  That  vras  a  very  unsatisfactory  examination,  because  of  the  tumult  and  con- 
fusion that  existed  then.  There  was  a  kind  of  panic  in  the  city  at  the  time  :  it  was  u 
very  a^tling  event.  I  went  about  the  examination  very  carefully,  una  inqpirctl 
mostly  among  the  leading  men ;  among  republicans,  not  those  of  the  opposite  party. 
I  got  their  views  and  expressions  and  put  them  upon  paper  and  sent  them  to  the  New 
York  Tribune.  At  that  time  I  regarded  it  as  one  of  the  purposes  of  this  mysterioup 
organization,  of  which  I  had  read  so  much  in  the  papers.  A  few  days  before  the  Col- 
umbus papers  had  several  articles  in  reference  to  this  organization. 

QuesUon.  Commending  it  or  condemning  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  they  were  of  a  commendatory  character  or  not : 
they  spoke  of  it  in  a  mysterious  manner.    In  accordance  with  the  idea  I  have  already 

2^  a 
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expressed,  I  considered  that  the  design  was  to  intimidate  or  frighten  away  frpm  the 
polls  the  negroes,  by  appealing  to  their  saperstitioos  fears. 

Question,  You  have  referred  to  Mr.  Ashbnm  as  being  an  enthusiastic  and  earnest  man. 
Do  you  regard  him  as  having  been  an  honest  man  ? 

Aimoer,  Well,  I  think  he  was  a  man  who  was  decided  in  his  convictions. 

Questum,  Was  he  a  man  who  acted  on  his  convictions  becanse  he  honestly  entectaised 
them? 

Anstcer,  Mr.  Ashbum  was  not  a  man  whose  character  was  highly  appreciated  in 
Georgia  by  either  party.  He  was  regarded  as  a  man  of  very  stem  and  an£inching 
Union  proclivities ;  he  stood  up  for  the  Government  and  defended  it  and  advocated  the 
measures  and  policy  of  the  Government. 

Queeiion,  Had  you  known  him  before  the  war  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  Mr  Ashburn  many  years  ago,  and  I  never  heard  anytiiing 
against  him  before  the  war.  I  used  to  stop  with  him  when  he  kept  a  hotel  or  bo«c£ 
ing-house  in  Macon ;  that  is,  I  stopped  with  him  once  there.  He  waa  a  very  chvet, 
kind  man,  and  I  never  heard  anything  against  his  character  personally. 

Question,  Was  he  a  man  who  before  the  war  stood  well? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  worst  thmg  that  threw  anvthing  like  a  shade  over  his  duo- 
acter,  in  my  view,  was  the  character  of  the  place  wh^^  he  was  staying  at  the  time  hd 
was  killed. 

Question,  That  was  the  worst  shade  upon  his  character? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  worst  thing  you  ever  heard  or  knew  of  him  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  place  f 

Answer,  It  was  a  house  where  some  women  of  iH-repirte  were  occa^iiig  rooms. 

Question,  That  was  in  the  town  of  Columbus  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion,  Had  he,  previous  to  going  to  that  house,  been  at  the  hotel  and  been  refiased 
admission  there  f 

Answer,  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  at  the  hotel  and  had  been  refoaed  admisaon. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Were  they  colored  women  of  bad  repute  t 

Answer,  I  think  one  was  a  white  woman ;  I  do  not  know  certainly  about  that. 
Question,  How  about  the  rest  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  what  would  be  called  a  house  of  iU-Auoae,  where 
common  prostitutes  assembled. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question^  But  in  the  same  house  where  he  was  staying  there  were  staying  some  per* 
sons  whose  character  was  not  good. 

Answer,  Whose  character  for  chastity  was  not  accredited  in  the  conmiunity ;  that 
was  my  information  ;  of  course  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  his  having  been  within  the  Federal  lines  during  the 
war,  will  you  say  whether  he  was  not  there  a  great  portion  of  the  war,  ami  in  & 
service  of  the  Federal  Government  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  personally,  and  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  heaid  him  say. 
But  I  have  heard  him  speak  of  having  been  within  the  Federal  lines  during  tiie  war. 

Question,  Do  vou  know,  or  have  you  heard,  whether,  on  last  Saturday  night,  the  boat 
and  property  of  the  Mr.  Holliday  of  whom  we  have  been  speaking  was  burned  loid 
destroyed. 

Answer,  I  had  not  heard  of  it.  I  have  met  Mr.  Holliday  two  or  three  times  hat, 
and  Saturday  afternoon  last  was  the  last  I  saw  of  him. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  that  his  brother  arrived  in  town  this  morning  witii  tiiat 
intelligence  Y 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  have  not  heard  of  it ;  but  from  the  state  of  feeling  exiBtia^  a  ^ 
him  in  that  community  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  at  any  time  of  any  vie 
against  him.  There  seems  to  be  a  very  hostile  feeling  against  him  in  the  qommnni^ 
on  the  part  of  some  persons,  who  undoubtedly  intended  to  kill  him.  That  was  sy 
judgment  from  the  circumstances  which  I  ascertained  upon  the  investig^ation. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  an  election  in  your  congressional  district.  H^w  was 
the  first  election  there  for  the  convention,  in  1867,  I  believe;  was  that  an  orderiy 
election  t 

Ansicer,  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  no  whites  at  all  participated  in  it,  except  those  in  £avtv  of 
reconstruction. 

Question,  Were  there  any  prevented  fipom  doing  so  who  had  a  right  to  do  so  t 

Anstcer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Everybody  was  at  liberty  to  vote  who  was  entitled  to  vote?  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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QmetHon,  How  was  it  in  regard  to  the  preaidential  election  in  1068? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  more  excitement  at  the  preeidentiaL  election  than  there 

ras  in  the  election  in  the  spring  of  1868;  more  intimidation,  as  I  judge  from  the 
facts.  If  yon  will  allow  m6;  I  Vill  state  that  I  drew  ap  a  comparative  statement 
of  ^he  two  elections,  the  one  in  the  spring  and  the  one  in  the  fall  of  1868 ;  I  made 
a  tabolar  statement,  comparing  the  two  elections,  of  which  I  have  some  printed 
copies  at  home.  They  are  the  only  reliable  data  I  have.  From  that  statement  I 
inierred  that  in  the  presidential  election  there  was  a  great  deal  more  intimidation, 
^SDd  that  many  more  colored  voters  were  deterred  from  voting  than  was  the  case  in 
ttbe  election  in  the  spring  of  that  year. 

ifuesium.  When  yon  speak  of  intimidation,  will  you  tell  ns  the  reasons  and  methods  of 
intimidation  T 

Answer.  I  can  only  state  what  x)erBons  have  at  different  times  told  me.  Some  have 
told  me  that  they  were  threatened  with  discharge  from  employment  or  service  if  they 
voted  in  a  certain  way ;  others,  that  they  were  told  some  mysterious  evil  would  befall 
them,  I  cannot  tell  what ;  that  it  would  turn  out  for  their  benefit  to  vote  in  a  certain 
way  ;  that  they  had  better  boon  their  ffuard  how  they  voted ;  that  they  would  see  what 
rfc  wonld  lead  to;  that  it  would  not  be  lor  their  good,  tdtimatoly,  if  tboy  voted  in  a  cer- 
tain way.  Snch  arguments  as  those  were  used ;  such  as  are  used  at  all  times  by  political 
Iiarties,  pointing  out  the  consequences  of  their  acts. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  the  consequences  that  would  result  from  any  particular  line 
of  political  action  merely,  or  do  you  mean  personal  consequences,  or  what  would  befall 
them  individually? 

Answer.  I  think  ihe  impression  was  made  in  some  cases  that  it  would  result  in  their 
personal  injury.  > 

QvesUon.  Do  yon  mean  to  aay  that  in  every  election  men  arc  threatened  with  per- 
sonal ill  consequences  if  they  vote  in  a  certain  way  f 

Answer.  Ton  certainly  did  not  understand  me  to  say  that,  did  you  ?  What  I  meant 
to  say  was  that  all  times,  in  all  elections,  political  parties  will  point  out  to  others  what 
fhey  regard  as  the  evil  consequences  which  may  result  from  voting  this  way  or  that 
vri^,  as  the  case  may  be. 

^««9/ion.  Only  public  consequences  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  toy  that  in  some  cases  it  has  been  represented  to  me 
that  they  have  been  deterred  mm  voting  by  representations  made  to  them  that  it 
would  result  in  injury  to  them  in  some  way  or  other. 

Question.  To  their  private,  individual  injury  ? 

Answer.  In  some  instances  it  might  be ;  in  others  they  are  not  told  what  it  would  be. 
I  am  only  speaking  from  memory  now,  as  to  the  statements  made  by  diiforeut  individu- 
als who  have  come  to  me  at  different  times. 

Question.  Ton  would  regard  it  as  a  legitimate  argument,  would  you  not,  to  represent 
that  it  would  be  a  public  evil  to  pursue  a  certain  line  of  political  action  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  certainly. 

Question.  Would  you  regard  it  as  a  legitimate  argument  to  hold  out  the  idea  to  a  man 
that  it  would  be  to  his  personal  irgury  if  he  went  to  the  polls  and  exercised  his 
rights  as  a  free  man  f 

Anmoer.  I  wish  to  be  understood  in  reference  to  the  elections  in  my  town,  and  in  ref- 
erence to  that  particular  election,  that  that  was  the  only  time  when  any  kind  of  intim- 
idation was  used,  and  only  a  few  instances  then  came  to  my  knowledge ;  just  a  few  in- 
dividuals who  received  cuffe  and  blows,  and  threatening  looks  and  words. 

QuesUon.  Were  any  whipped  t 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  As  I  have  already  stated,  some  received  blows  on  the 
head. 

QueeUon.  There  have  been  no  disguised  •bands  going  about  through  your  county  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  heard  of  any. 

Question.  How  was  the  election  which  took  place  there  last  fall  ?  " 

Answer.  As  quiet  an  election  in  my  county  as  I  have  ever  seen  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Question.  How  was  it  throughout  the  congressional  district  f 

Ansufer,  It  was  the  same,  as  far  as  I  heard  any  reliable  facts,  throughout  that  con- 
gressioiial  district.  I  have  made  many  inquiries  in  different  counties,  and  I  was  told 
that  it  was  a  quiet  and  orderly  election. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  it  was  more  so  in  some  counties  than  in  others  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  heard  of  a  single  instance  during  the  last  election  of 
any  outrage  within  the  third  congressional  dismct;  I  cannot  now  remember  any. 

Question.  Who  is  your  representative  at  this  time  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Bigby. 

Question.  Who  was  your  representative  from  that  district  in  the  last  Congress  T 

Answer.  Mr.  Edwards  was  elected  in  the  spring  of  1868  to  servo  during  the  remainder 
of  the  Thirtv'-ninth  Congress.  Mr.  Bethune  represented  that  district  during  the  Utter 
part  of  the  Fortieth  Congress. 

Question,  Ton  have  been  asked  about  the  treatment  of  persons  coming  from  the 
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North  to  this  State.  Fhold  in  my  hand  what  pnrports  to  be  a  copj  of  some  resolirtkRis 
adopted  by  a  mass  meeting  of  German  citizens,  and  which  are  publrahed  in  the  DnSj 
New  Era  of  this  city,  on  the  18th  of  this  month.    One  of  the  resolutions  is  as  folloW : 

^'  Whereas  those  present  sincerely  believe  it  to  bef  the*  true  opinion  of  the  Clermsos 
in  Georgia,  that  altnough  many  improvements  are  necessary,  yet  the  general  condition 
of  the  State  is  quiet  aud  orderly,  life  and  property  of  those  who  do  not  meddle  too 
much  with  politics  is  as  safe  as  m  any  other  State  of  the  Union.  The  emigrant  has 
nothing  to  fear^  but  on  the  contrary  is  welcome  and  finds  assistance." 

Is  that  your  idea  of  the  matter  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  about  my  idea. 

QuesiUm.  You  have  spoken  of  the  press  of  this  State.  What  has  been  the  tone  of  tiie 
press  in  resard  to  the  Ku-Elux  order? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that,  as  a  general  thing,  the  press  has  dealt  with  tikis  question 
as  plainly  and  pointedly  as  it  should ;  it  has  not  pointed  out  the  evils  of  tiiis  thing. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  difference  in  the  tone  of  the  papers  of  either  poKUeal 
party »  ' 

Answer,  The  republican  papers  have  uniformly  denounced  the  organization. 

Questum.  How  has  it  been  with  the  democratic  papers  t 

Anstcer.  Well,  so  f&r  as  I  have  read  the  democratic  papers,  in  the  case  of  a  great  many 
of  them,  there  seems  to  be,  if  not  an  ignoring^  of  the  question,  a  dealing  with  the  qne«- 
tion  not  with  that  frankness  and  fullness  wmch  I  would  like  to  see.  That  is,  they  have 
not  come  out  openly  and  squarely  and  denounced  these  things. 

Question,  Take  the  tone  of  the  democratic  press  from  1868  to  the  present  time,  would 
it  be  understood  as  sanctioning  and  conniving  at  their  operations,  or  condemning  and 
denouncing  them  t  Would  the  men  who  are  themselves  concerned  in  these  operations 
understand  that  the  democratic  papers  were  hostile  to  item,  or  would  they  understand 
that  they  were  winking  at  their  operations,  and  were  willing  to  let  them  go  on  ff 

Answer,  That  is  a  ver^  difficult  question  to  answer ;  but  still  I  will  ^ve  yon  Biy 
•    opinion  upon  it.    My  opmion  is  that  the  democratic  papers,  as  a  general  thmg,  through- 
out the  State  have  not,  as  openly  and  pointedly  as  they  should  have  done,  expressed 
their  opposition  to  this  organization.    Possibly  from  their  omission  to  do  so  some  law- 
less persons  may  have  been  encouraged  to  proceed  in  that  course. 

QiiesHon,  Whenever  these  outrages  have  been  brought  to  li^t  have  the  democratic 
papers  been  understood  as  denouncing  the  outrages,  or  as  seekmg  to  bring  opprobrium 
upon  the  memory  of  the  victims  ?    Which  has  been  their  course  T 

Afiswer,  I  have  understood  that  to  be  the  case  frequently ;  I  cannot  say  that  it  has 
been  in  all  instances,  but  in  some  instances  I  have  noticed  that  that  has  been  the 
case. 

Question,  With  what  political  party  is  the  paper  published  in  this  city  called  the 
Daily  Constitution  identified  f 

Answer,  With  the  democratic  party. 

Question,  It  purports  to  be  the  official  organ  of  the  city  and  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  recognize  in  this  copy  of  that  paper  (handing  witness  a  paper)  a 
copy  of  the  issue  of  last  Friday  morning,  the  morning  this  committee  arrived  here  f  U 
so.  will  you  please  state  to  the  committee  if  you  find  in  it  an  article  headed  ''  North  Car- 
olma,''  referring  to  the  late  trials  of  the  so-called  Eu-Klux  in  the  State  Y 

Answer,  This  is  a  copy  of  that  paper  of  that  morning. 

[The  following  is  the  article  referred  to : 

'<  North  CAROLiNA.~The  wholesale  Ku-Klux  arrests  in  North  Carolina  and  the  qoiek 
illegal  convictions  are  the  specimen  work  of  the  radical  presidential  campaign  in  the 
South.    North  Carolina  first.    South  Carolina  next.    Perhaps  Georgia  the  nest. 

"Arrests  without  warrant,  imprisonments  without  bail,  trials  without  law,  condemiu- 
tions  without  evidence,  and  punishment  without  Justice,  are  the  terrible  schedules  put 
upon  innocent  men  by  the  loyal. 

"  Juries  selected  for  their  political  bias,  and  picked  by  the  court  officers  to  convfet, 
are  so  sacred  that  even  a  legal  challenge  is  refused  by  tlie  judge  who  sits  only  to  oen- 
tence,  who  assumes  the  role  of  the  prosecutor,  and  who  degrades  the  ermine  for  party. 

"  Yet  this  radical  party  that  commits  this  sort  of  in»my  has  its  friends  Sooth. 
Shame  upon  it  and  them. 

"  Even  the  New  York  Sun  makes  this  remonstrance  against  such  outrage. 

"<  With  violent  partisans  as  prosecuting  officers,  a  packed  jury,  and  a  hostile  cotnl 
against  them,  it  is  no  wonder  that  these  men  were  convicted  by  dozens.  They  mar 
an  have  received  only  their  just  deserts  in  the  end ;  but  no  one  can  pretend  thiat  tke 
manner  of  their  conviction  was  anything  but  •  a  mockery  of  justice  and  an  outn^  tm 
judicial  propriety.'"] 

My  opmion  has  been  asked  several  times  in  regard  to  the  present  state  of  le^ag 
throughout  my  district.    I  have  thought  of  one  or  two  facts  in  that  connection. 

Qu^tion,  We  will  first  get  through  vrith  this  subject,  if  you  please. 
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Answer*  As  the  testiniony  I  am  now  giving  will  be  printed,  I  desire  that  ii  shall  do 
justice  to  me  and  my  section. 

Quesii&H.  Is  there  a  paper  published  in  this  city  called  the  Atlanta  Daily  Sun  ? 

At%$wer.  Yes,  sir. 

QibKUon.  What  ie  the  political  character  of  that  paper  7 

jHSwer,  It  is  a  democratic  paper. 

Qtiesiion,  I  wish  you  would  look  at  this  copy  (handing  the  witness  a  copy  of  the  Sun,) 
and  say  if  you  recognize  it  as  a  copy  of  the  issue  of  Saturday  morning  last. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  it  is. 

The  Chaibhan.  I  will  ask  to  have  incorporated  here  the  following  articles  from 
tbatpaper: 

"WHAT  THEY  AKB  AFTER.— The  Ku-Klux  Committee  are  here,  to  be  a  terror  to  the 
lef^islature,  soon  to  assemble :  to  frighten  and  preyeii;^  that  body  from  impeaching 
Bullock ;  to  save  Foster  Bloc^ett  from  punishment  by  the  courts  for  embezzlement, 
and  secure  him  a  seat  in  the  Imited  States  Senate,  and  hdp  to  secure  Grant's  election 
next  time  by  bayonet  influence,  as  before." 

"The  Ku-Klux  CJommittee.--A  sub-committee  of  the  joint  congressional  Ku-Klux 
committee  reached  this  city  early  yesterday  morning.  It  consists  of  Horace  Maynard, 
of  Tennessee,  chairman ;  G.  W.  Scofield,  of  Pennsylvania ;  W.  E.  Lansing,  of  New  York ; 
D.  W.  Yoorhees,  of  Indiana,  and  Thos.  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware.  The  last  two  are  demo- 
crats and  the  others  radicals. 

"Tbis  committee  met  yesterdar^  soon  after  arrival,  and  examined  several  witnesses, 
8ome  of  whom  were  negroes.  District  Attorney  John  D.  Pope  was  also  examined. 
The  radical  element  of  the  committee  have  not,  thus  far,  found  much  comfort,  and  we 
presume  will  not.  Of  course  their  object  is  to  manufacture  capital  for  the  radicals  to 
operate  upon,  which  can't  be  i^xmd  in  this  community.'' 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  responsible  for  the  opinions  in  those  articles;  but 
I  recognize  this  as  a  copy  of  the  DaUy  Sun  of  last  Saturday  morning. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  can  now  proceed  with  what  you  were  g^oing  to  state. 

Answer,  1  believe  Senator  Bayard  asked  me  whether  impartial  justice  could  now  be 
administered  in  the  State,  or  something  like  that.  I  want  the  people  of  my  district  to 
know  my  opinions  upon  this  subject,  as  it  is  a  matter  about  which  there  will  be  a 
great  deal  of  feeling,  and  I  would  rather  give  facts  than  opinions.  To  sustain  the 
view  I  bave  already  expressed  that  throughout  my  district  the  law  can  be  adminis- 
tered, and  that  impartially,  between  the  two  races,  I' will  mention  these  two  facts: 
My  court  has  jurisdiction  over  all  offenses  and  misdemeanors  below  the  grade  of  felony , 
felony  being  a  crime  punishable  by  death  or  imprisonment  in  the  State  penitentiary. 
I  first  tried  a  negro  for  violating  one  of  our  laws,  the  charge  being  that  he  enticed 
away,  or  hired,  fiom  another  person  a  man  employed  by  him,  which,  under  our  law, 
is  a  misdemeanor.  He  was  found  guilty  by  a  jury,  and  was  fined.  In  an  adjoining 
county,  that  is,  in  Heard  County,  at  the  last  term  of  my  court,  one  of  the  wealthiest 
citizens  of  that  county,  a  white  man,  a  man  of  influence,  was  arrai^ed.  and  tried  for 
the  same  kind  of  offense,  and  he  was  found  guilty  by  a  jury  and  punished.  So  you  see 
there  was  no  difference  in  those  two  cases. 

Question,  What  was  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  those  twot 

Answer,  1  fined  the  negro  |20,  or  sentenced  him  to  imprisonment  for  thirty  days ;  he 
paid  the  fine.  In  the  case  of  the  white  man,  notice  having  been  filed  of  a  certiorari, 
tbe  case  will  not  be  determined  until  I  come  round  again ;  ne  has  consented  to  let  the 
certiorari  go  and  submit  to  the  fine. 

Quesikon,  He  has  not  been  punished  yet  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  ]mt  will  be.  There  was  another  case  in  our  countv  of  a  man  of 
wealth,  who  last  winter  was  cut  very  severely  by  a  negro,  dangerously  cut ;  it  was 
thought  at  one  time  that  he  was  fatally  injured.  My  attention  was  first  called  to 
the  case  by  an  article  in  a  paper,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  man  was  killed. 
That  negro  was  tried  before  the  superior  court  of  that  county,  and  was  acquitted  on 
the  ground  that  the  first  assault  was  made  upon  him,  and  that  he  acted  in  self-defense. 
I  can  state  in  general  terms  that  in  all  cases  that  have  come  before  me,  and  in  all  that 
I  have  seen  tried  within  the  last  two  years  in  my  county,  or  in  my  whole  section,  I 
have  seen  no  difference  whatever  in  the  administration  of  the  laws.  Democratic  law- 
yers make  such  appeals  as  this  to  the  jury :  To  let  no  consideration  as  to'  the  former 
condition  of  the  negro,  his  past  condition  of  servitude,  have  any  weight  upon  their 
minds  in  giving  their  verdicts.  I  do  not  know  whether  my  section  is  exceptional  in 
that  reg^ecty  but  these  are  facts  that  I  know,  and  which  have  come  within  my  knowl- 
edge. I  wanted  to  give  the  facts  I  knew,  and  not  to  let  my  testimony  rest  merely 
upon  an  ex^mssion  of  opinion,  founded  upon  what  I  had  heard  from  others. 

Qnestiom,  Have  there  ever  come  up  any  issues  between  Union  men  and  rebels  before 
yonrcourtY 
,   Answer,  No,  sii.  "^ 
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By  Mr.  Bayard: 
QuesHon,  Have  you  any  rebels  in  the  State  of  Georgia? 
Answer,  Do  yon  mean  that  are  now  rebels  f 
QuesUon.  Yes.  sir. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  unless  it  is  these  Kn-Eln^that  are  resisting  the  laws  of  the  couatry. 
QuesiUm.  Yon  have  none  as  a  doss  of  your  citizens  f 

Aiufwer,  No,  sir.  I  think  it  is  time  that  word  should  be  disused,  because  the  people 
are  not  disposed  to  rebel  against  the  Government,  so  f&r  aa  I  am  able  to  see. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Que8U(m,  You  have  some  who  were  Union  men  during  the  wart 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  have  som^  who  were  rebels  during  the  wart 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  I  used  the  terms  "Union  men"  and  VrolMls"  Imeant  thoMwho 
were  Union  men  and  rebels  during  the  war. 

Answer,  I  understand  you.  V^  had  very  few  Union  men  in  Georgia  daring  the 
war. 

QuestUm,  Were  there  any  down  in  your  part  of  Georgia  t 

Answer,  During  the  war  I  lived  two  years  in  Savannah ;  I  was  there  when  the  war 
broke  out ;  I  knew  but  two  Uiuon  men  in  that  city. 

Question,  Who  were  they  t 

Answer,  One  was  Dr.  F.  T.  Willis :  the  other  I  cannot  now  mention  the  name  ofl  Is 
it  necessary  that  these  names  should  be  put  downt 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 
Question,  If  it  will  be  any  odium  to  them  they  can  be  left  oat. 
Answer,  It  will  be  no  odium  to  them ;  they  are  friends  of  mine,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  they  woi:Qd  like  me  to  use  their  names. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  recognize  this  paper  t  (handing  the  witness  a  paper.) 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  recognize  it ;  I  wrote  that  letter. 

Question,  The  statemenis  contained  in  the  letter  are  truet 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  now  reiterate  those  statements  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

[The  letter  is  as  follows : 

"  Gainsville,  Gboroia,  August  4^  1671. 

"  Sm :  Being  a  judge  of  one  of  the  district  courts  of  this  State,  and  also  the  member 
of  the  nation^  republican  committee  for  this  State,  I  have  had  op|K>rtamtieaof  oom- 
munication  with  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  different  parts  Of  Geoisiay  who  are  able  to 
give  important  information  in  regard  to  the  lawlessness  into  whi^  the  committee  of 
which  you  are  the  chairman  are  making  inquiries;  and,  in  my  judgment,  the  foUowinf 
persons  would  be  able  to  make  correct  statements  before  your  committee,  if  saBunoaea 
to  do  so.  They  are  all  republicans,  and  most  of  them  have  been  sufferen  by  reason  of 
the  aforesaid  lawlessness.  They  are  all  men  of  established  character  and  infloeaoe  in 
their  sections.  A  number  of  democrats  fh>m  their  sections  have  already  testified,  aod 
it  is  due  to  the  republicans  that  their  side  of  the  question  should  be  suitably  leprf- 
sented :  Rev.  H.  W.  Caldwell,  Gainsville,  Georpa ;  Hon.  Wesley  Shropshire^  DirttowD, 
Chattooga  County,  Georgia;  Hon.  F.  A.  Eirby,  Sammerville,  Cbattoon  Coast?, 
Georgia ;  Beigamin  Branner,  (at  same  place ;)  Colonel  John  A.  Wimpey,  I>ablonoga, 
Georgia ;  Wm.  H.  Webb,  Rome,  Georgia. 

''  I  am  persuaded  that  the  in  vesti^tions  which  your  committee  are  pursuing  hare 
already  had  a  happy  influence  upon  tnis  section,  ana  if  continued  imtil  the  real  tnitli 
should  be  diBclosea  to  the  view  of  the  public  they  will  ultimately  result  in  the  eoiB- 

Slete  suppression  of  the  disorders  which  have  disgraced  so  many  portions  of  tiie 
outh. 

"  Very  respectfiilly, 

"J.  H.  CALDWELU 
"Hon.  John  Scott. 

"  Chairman  Joifd  Committee,  #c 

"  P.  S.~My  post-office  and  house  are  La  Grange,  Georgia.''] 

Question,  I  desire  to  ask  you,  as  you  are  now  here,  in  regard  to  the  names  which  joa 
have  given  in  this  letter,  whether  you  still  think  they  are  the  names  ci  credible,  trost- 
worthy  persons. 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  I  can  indorse  all  of  them  that  I  know.  I  was  requested  at  thetiB« 
to  Vrite  that  letter.    There  were  circumstances  at  that  time  which  led  mo  to  bolisvo 
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that  thoee  persons  should  appear  before  the  committee,  and  then  I  proposed  that  they 
Bhoold  go  to  Washington. 

Question.  I  find  here  the  name  of  Rev.  H.  W.  CaldweU,  of  Gkhinsville,  Georgia. 

Answer.  He  is  a  brother  of  mine,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.    He 
^as  very  badly  treated  last  year  at  one  of  his  churches.    I  thought  ne  had  better  go* 
before  the  committee,  for  he  could  state  a  great  many  fBLOts  to  the  committee.  But,  you 
know,  these  things  rebound  against  the  witnesses. 

Question,  What  have  you  to  say  in  regard  to  Hon.  Wesley  Shropshire,  of  Dirt  Town, 
Chattooga  County,  G^rgiaY 

Jv8W€r.  He  is  a  man  of  ffood  character  and  standing ;  he  wa»  a  member  of  the  con- 
stitutional  convention,  and  stands  well  in  his  county. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  been  a  sufierer  in  any  way  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  myself;  I  think  they  visited  his  house  not  to  inflict  any  in- 
jnrv  upon  him ;  his  name  was  given  to  me. 

Qmei^on.  What  have  you  to  say  with  regard  to  Hon.  F.  A.  Kirby,  of  Summerville, 
Chattooga  County  t 

Answer,  He  was  a  Judge  of  that  circuit  at  one  time. 

Question.  I  find  the  name  here  of  Beuiamin  Branner,  of  the  same  place. 

ATiswer.  I  do  not  know  him  personally. 

Question.  Tou  give  also  the  name  of  Colonel  John  A.  Wimpey,  of  Dahlonega,  Georgia. 

Anstoer.  I  know  him  very  well ;  he  is  a  lawyer  and  a  man  of  good  standing ;  he  ran 
for  Congress  once;  there  have  been  some  things  said  about  Mr.  Wimpey  which  I  do 
not  wish  to  repeat  ;bere,  for  they  are  past ;  I  Judge  him  to  be  a  gentleman  of  reliability. 

Question.  He  has  been  in  politics,  and  was  a  candidate  for  Congress  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Tou  also  give  the  nabie  of  William  H.  Webb,  of  Rome,  Georgia. 

Answer.  I  understand  he  is  a  man  of  very  fair  character ;  I  do  not  know  him  person- 


My  object  in  introducing  this  letter  was  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
closing  portion  of  it,  that  you  might  explain  it  a  little  more  fully  than  you  have  done 
in  the  letter.  Tou  say, ''  I  am  persuaded  that  the  investigations  which  your  committee 
are  pursuing  have  already  had  a  happy  influence  upon  this  section.''  Will  you  now 
give  your  reasons  for  that  opinion,  and  any  facts  upon,  which  it  is  based  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  state  facts ;  you  can  draw  inferences,  and  many  times  from 
circumstances,  without  being  able  to  give  any  positive  facts  to  substantiate  them.  As 
I  have  already  stated,  I  know  nothing  personally  of  the  doings  of  this  organization ; 
but  at  that  time  I  heard  of  less  of  these  visits  which  they  made  to  individuals  than  for- 
merly;  and  I  supposed  it  might  be  the  result  of  the  investigations  of  the  committee ; 
that  tnose  investigations  had  begun  to  operate  upon  them,  and  to  convince  them  of 
the  impropriely  of  pursuing  that  course,  since  then,  however,  there  have  been  fresh 
cases  that  might  modify  that  view. 

Question.  Let  me  ask  you  whether  the  protection  and  security  of  colored  men,  and 
that  class  of  individuals  usually  called  radicals,  does  not  depend  a  great  deal  more 
upon  the  protection  afibrded  by  the  Federal  Government  than  it  does  upon  the  sense 
oi  Justice  and  fair  dealing  on  the  i>art  of  their  opponents  Y 

Answer.  I  will  answer  tnat  question  in  this  way :  I  have  noticed  a  progressive  change, 
a  great  deal  of  improvement,  within  the  last  four  years,  in  popular  sentiment  and  in 
the  feelings  of  the  pneople.  I  have  experienced  it  myself;  I  see  a  decided  change.  The 
people  are  kindlier  in  their  feelings,  not  only  to  me,  but  to  republicans  generally,  and 
to  the  colored  population.  There  is  now  a  better  feeling  existing  between  the  two 
raeee  than  I  have  noticed  before  since  the  war.  I  think  it  grows  out  of  conviction,  not 
of  fear.  The  protection  of  the  Federal  Government  has  not  come  to  most  people  in 
any  form  that  would  make  itself  felt  as  a  present  power  and  potent  influence.  I 
at&ibute  these  changes  that  are  going  on  to  conviction,  and  to  a  view  of  the  necessity 
of  adapting  themselves  to  the  changed  condition  and  circumstances  in  this  country. 
That  is  about  my  idea  of  the  present  condition  of  things  and  the  cause  for  the  chanse. 

Question.  Tou  go  on  and  say,  '<  And  if  continued  [that  is,  the  investigation]  uutil  tne 
real  truth  shall  oe  disclosed  to  the  view  of  the  public,  they  will  ultimately  result  in 
the  complete  suppression  of  the  disorders  which  nave  disgraced  so  many  portions  of 
the  South."    What  was  your  meaninj^  in  that  paragraph,  of  *'  real  truth  f" 

Answer.  The  real  facts,  because  i  knew  your  investigation  would  be  printed  by 
Congress,  and  that  they  would  arrive  at  a  tolerably  satisfactory  knowledge  of  the  real 
cause  of  these  disturbances  and  of  the  guilty  parties. 

Question,  Did  you  suppose  at  that  time,  or  had  you  supposed  previously,  that  the 
leu  truth  in  regard  to  these  acts  of  violence  and  lawlessuesa  was  not  known  to  the 
American  people  t 

Answer,  les,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  exhibited  publicly ;  I  do  not  think  the 
papers  of  either  side  have  exhibited  all  the  trutlji  in  regard  to  this  matter;  I  think  the 
effort  on  the  pari  of  some  of  the  republican  i>apers  has  been  too  much  to  endeavor  to 
develop  a  xK>btical  signifioance  in  connection  with  these  things.    I  wish  those  things 
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to  be  forgotten.  If  there  is  lawlessness  of  any  kind,  no  matter  from  what  canse,  let  it 
bo  pat  down,  suppressed,  and  punished.  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  these  ozgaalza- 
tions  doDot  exist  there  for  political  purposes;  at  least  I  trace  other  deagns  in  con- 
nection with  them.  To  ascertain  the  real  truth  was  to  ascertain  that  as  much  as 
'anything  else. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  republicans  who  were  members  of  the  Ku^Klnx 
order! 

Answer,,  No,  sir ;  not  in  this  State ;  I  never  have  heard  of  any. 

QuesUan,  You  spoke  of  men  who  had  been  convicted  in  Bartow  County.  Do  yoa 
know  whether  they  were  understood  to  belong  to  the  Ku-Klux  organizatioa,  or  were 
they  parties  outside  of  that  organization  f 

Anmoer.  I  think  I  have  seen  it  stated  in  the  New  Era,  published  here,  iibat  they  were 
members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  it  yourself? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it  at  all. 

Question,  To  what  disorders  did  you  refer  in  the  latter  part  of  your  letter  T 

Answer.  I  referred  to  those  in  North  Carolina  that  were  brought  to  light  by  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  committee.  I  have  read  the  volume  of  evidence  which  was  taken 
by  the  committee  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  that  State.  And  knowing  that  these 
things  are  reported  to  exist  in  other  places,  I  supposed  that  the  same  methods  pursued 
there  would  develop  a  similar  state  of  facts  ia  regard  to  other  localities  where  such 
things  are  alleged  to  exist. 

QuesUon,  So  far  as  your  investigations  have  gone,  in  how  many  portions  of  this 
State  have  you  heard  of  this  lawlessness  and  vicuence  to  which  you  referred  in  your 
letter  ? 

Anstoer,  1  perhaps  had  better  refer  to  the  counties  by  name  where  I  have  heard  of 
the  existence  of  such  things. 

Question.  Name  the  counties  in  this  congressional  district  where  you  have  heard  ci 
such  acts  of  lawlessness. 

Answer,  1  have  heard  of  them  in  Haralson,  Floyd,  Chattooga,  Whitfield,  and  Mur- 
ray Counties ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  heard  of  them  in  any  others. 

Question,  What  is  your  information  as  to  the  character  of  the  eleotion  last  fall  in 
those  counties  T 

Answer,  1  have  no  information  about  it. 

Question,  You  did  not  include  Bartow  County  in  the  list  of  counties  you  have  named. 

Answer.  There  are  persons  alleged  to  have  been  sentenced  in  Bartow  County,  but  I 
never  heard  of  any  organization  in  Bartow  County,  except  in  that  connection. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  lawlessness  or  violence  in  the  congressional  district 
adjoining  Tennessee  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  some  in  Gwinnett,  Jackson,  White,  and  Habersham  Coun- 
ties ;  I  believe  those  are  all. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  in  the  Augusta  congressional  district  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  perhaps  there  has  been  more  in  that  section  of  the  State  than  in 
oth^jparts.  I  have  beam  of  some  in  Columbia,  Greene,  Jackson,  Morgan,  Warren, 
and  Washington  Counties.  I  have  heard  some  other  counties  named,  but  I  cannot 
recollect  any  facts  in  connection  with  them.  Those  are  all  the  counties  In  which  I 
can  say  with  any  positiveness  that  I  have  heard  that  such  organizations  existed. 

By  Mr.  Lansing: 

Question,  You  say  that  these  En-Klux  organizations  have  no  political  significance  or 
purpose.  How  then  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  no  republicans  belong  to  theis, 
and  that  all  their  victims  are  democrats  t 

Answer,  Did  you  understand  me  to  say  that  they  have  no  political  sigtiificance  f 

Question.  That  is  what  I  understood.  But  you  can  answer  the  question  as  I  have 
put  it. 

Anstoer,  I  did  not  mean  to  say  in  the  broad  sense  ifmt  everywhere  there  was 
no  political  significance  in  these  organizations.  I  meant  to  confine  that  remark  mevelj 
to  the  cases  I  nave  examined.  I  think  I  stated,  substantially,  that  in  the  cases  I  hare 
examined,  with  the  exception  of  one  perhaps,  I  could  trace  no  political  simiificance. 

Question.  You  stated  that  Holliday^s  brother-in-law  told  you  tiiat  Holliday  was  s 
democrat  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  a  Union  man  during  the  war  T 

Armoer.  I  do  not  think  that  was  a  question  we  had  up  at  all.  Young  Holliday  was, 
for  he  told  me  so  him^lf.  I  do  not  remember  whether  the  other  one  said  any^^ng 
about  it  or  not ;  if  he  did,  I  have  not  put  it  down  in  my  notes. 

Question.  Have  jovl  understood,  firom  any  source,  that  the  Mr.  Holliday  in  qoestkHi 
was  a  staunch  Umon  man  during  the  war  f 

Ansiper.  I  do  not  remember  whether  or  not  that  fact  was  stated  to  me  in  regard  to 
Mr.  J.  R.  Holliday ;  but  I  know  Mr.  Frank  Holliday  told  me  so.  -j 
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QuesUon,  IshefaisaonT  • 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  his  brother.    I  think  very  likely,  though,  he  may  hare  stated  so. 

Qu€$twn,  If  these  organizations  are  not  in  any  locality  &t  politico  pnrposee,  is  it  not 
a  little  remarkalile  that  no  republicans  belong  to  them,  and  that  none  of  their  victims 
are  democrats  f 

Answfr,  I  never  heard  of  any  republican  belonging  to  them. 

Qveaiion,  If  they  are  not  for  political  purposes,  for  what  purposes  are  they  Y 

Answer,  1  can  best  answer  taat  question  by  giving  a  synopsis  of  the  cases  I  have 
examined. 

Question,  I  do  not  ask  that ;  I  ask  for  what  other  purposes  than  political  are  such 
organizations  established  Y 

Amstper,  I  examined  a  white  man  the  other  day  by  the  name  of  Trotter ;  he  said 

Questum,  I  do  not  ask  you  to  give  your  conversations  with  these  men;  state  the  result 
of  your  observations. 

Ansioer,  He  said  he  was  solicited  to  join  one  organization  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
the  collection  of  the  revenue.  He  was  asked  to  join  it  for  the  purpose  of  administering 
the  oath  to  the  members. 

ifuesUon,  Right  there,  now,  is  it  not  singular  that  in  those  localities  no  republicans 
belong  to  theM  organizational  which  are  formed  for  that  purpose,  and  that  none  of 
their  victims  are  democrats? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  has  occurred  to  me  as  a  significant  fact  that  no  republicans  are 
attached  to  these  organizations. 

Question,  You  can  now  so  on  with  your  answer  if  you  wish. 

Anewer.  Mr.  J.  R.  HoUiday  said  that  he  kn^w  of  no  political  significance  connected 
with  the  attack  on  him. 

Question,  Right  there,  did  you  not  understand  that  they  were  either  itlghtening  or 
persuading  his  negroes  to  leave  his  plantation,  and  he  told  them  to  stay  there  and  he 
would  protect  them  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  statement  he  made  to  me. 

Question,  Are  there  any  other  cases  you  desire  to  ffive  f 

Answer,  In  Whitfield  Ooimty  James  Nance,  a  Tniite  man,  was  visited  by  the  Kn- 
Kiax  and  threatened ;  or,  if  not  threatened,  was  told  that  he  must  cease  to  meddle 
with  other  people's  business.  I  think  that  was  the  language  used.  He  will  probably 
be  before  the  committee. 

Question,  Washearepublicuit 

Answer,  I  was  informed  that  he  was  a  democrat ;  I  think  he  is.  Ho  was  visited, 
as  he  thinks,  because  he  was  called  upon  to  testify  before  a  coroner's  jury  in  regard  to 
'  a  negro  who  was  killed  and  thrown  into  the  river. 

Question,  And  these  li^amings  were  to  deter  him  from  appearing  there  to  testify  Y 

Answer,  So  he  thought;  to  deter  him  from  undertaking  to  testify  in  such  cases.  My 
onderstandlng  from  his  neighbors  was  that  he  was  a  democrat. 

By  the  Chatkman  : 
Question,  Andthat  they  called  meddling  with  other  people's  business  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Mitchell  Reed,  a  colored  man,  of  Jackson  County,  had  a  difficulty 
at  a  com-shuoking,  as  our  countiy  people  call  it,  and  he  and  a  white  man  had  a  tussle, 
which  began  in  good  humor.  The  white  man,  however,  fell  out  with  him,  got  mad 
with  him,  and  cursed  him.  The  colored  man  thinks  the  white  man  raised  the  crowd 
that  visited  him  and  whipped  him.    That  grew  out  of  a  frolic 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Question,  What  did  you  imderstand  he  wasT 

Annoer,  I  did  not  understand  an  vthing  about  his  poUtios. 

Question,  You  did  not  learn  anything  about  that  t 

Ansioer,  He  is  one  of  the  jnen  that  was  supposed  to  have  been  in  the  crowd  that 
-visited  Mr.  Hoiliday. 

Question,  The  Ku-Kluz  in  that  case  interfered  in  a  private  quarrel  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Morgan  Reed,  the  father  of  Mitcnell  Rec^  was  visited  and  struck 
twice  on  the  head  with  a  pistol,  and  also  struck  with  a  stick,  for  no  reason  that  he 
could  assign,  only  that  they  had  called  at  his  house  and  asked  where  his  son  Charles 
was. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  what  his  politics  was  t 

Answer,  Well,  he  is  a  colored  man ;  and  I  suppose  he  is  a  republican ;  I  guess  he  is. 

Question,  Ana  his  son  alsoT 

Answer,  I  suppose  so. 

Question,  How  long  is  your  list  of  oases  f 

Answer,  There  are  several  others.  Here  is  the  case  of  Michael  Davis ;  that  seems  to 
be  the  only  case  that  to  my  mind  is  political.  He  is  in  the  southern  district,  and  was 
whipped  because  he  wanted  an  offioe ;  that  was  his  statement  to  me.  He  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  says  they  whipped  him  because  he 
ran  for  justice  of  the  peace. 

A. 
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• 

Question,  As  a  republican  t  • 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  he  ran  as  a  republican,  but  I  inferred  that.  I  a^ed  him  m 
to  his  qualifications,  whether  he  ooold  read  or  write,  and  he  said  ^'  No."  I  said  to  him, 
^<  Well,  you  are  not  qualified  to  run  for  office."    Of  course  that  did  not  Justify  them. 

Queaium,  He  was  to  run  against  a  democrat  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  so,  but  ne  did  not  say  sa  He  only  said  tlmt  he  ran  for  Justioeof 
the  peace. 

QuesiUm,  My  object  in  putting  the  question  to  you  as  I  did  was  this :  I  thought  that, 
perhaps,  you  would  say  they  were  organized  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  laws  and 
suppressing  crimes,  where  they  are  not  formed  for  political  purposes.  IK>  yon  mean  to 
say  that  ? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  mean  to  justify  or  to  say  there  is  anything  lawftil  in  tb«r 
movement  at  all.  I  say  they  are  entirely  lawless,  and  should  be  put  down.  In  these 
cases  in  only  one  instance  have  I  been  able  to  trace  any  politictd  significance.  My 
opinion  is  a  different  thing. 

Question,  What  is  your  opinion  t 

Answer,  I  belieye  that  in  some  places  they  exist  for  political  purposes. 

Question,  By  *^  some  places^'  do  you  mean  in  most  of  the  places  f  « 

Ansujer,  I  think  it  is  demonstrated  in  the  testimony  laken  in  regard  to  North  Car- 
olina— 

Question,  Do  you  mean  in  most  places  t 

Answer,  I  have  no  facts  upon  which  I  can  base  an  opinion,  except  the  testimony  taken 
by  the  committee  and  what  I  have  read  in  the  papers.  I  think  that  in  some  looalities 
they  exist  for  political  purposes.  But  that  is  only  my  impression,  based  upon  what  I 
have  read. 

Qwdstion,  From  what  you  have  read,  and  from,  like  sources  of  infonnatioa,  is  it  yoar 
opinion  that  these  organizations  exist  through  several  or  most  of  the  Southern  States  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  do,  yes,  sir.  But  in  Georgia  they  exist  only  in  eertain  localities ; 
so  I  believe  from  facts  that  hfive  come  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

.  Question,  Have  you  any  means  of  information  in  regard  to  other  States  except  hear^ 
say  and  reports? 
Answer,  No,  sir  ,*  that  is  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon,  I  will  ask  you  whether  the  oi|^anization  has  not  within  itself  an  inqiiiri- 
torial  and  a  judicial  function,  by  which  it  inquires  into  offenses  against  itself  and 
acainst  its  ideas  and  notions  of  things :  and  that  it  passes  judgment  m  its  secret  con- 
claves and  sends  out  these  roving  bands  to  execute  that  judgment  upon  its  victims  t 

Answer,  I  have  never  known  any  facta  vntbin  Garcia  tlMit  would  lead  me  to  that 
conclusion ;  but  I  judge  from  the  testimony  taken  by  tae  committee  in  regard  to  North 
Carolina  that  such  is  the  cfise. 

Question,  Have  you  been  able  to  get  inside  the  organizatioa  in  your  investigatioa  so 
&r? 

Anstoer,  No,  sir;  I  have  found  no  person  that  belonged  to  it ;  I  have  never  seen  one, 
and  I  have  never  seen  one  of  their  disguises. 

QuesHon,  -You  have  seen  no  person  who  iprofessed  to  belong  to  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  On  my  way  to  Mr.  Holhday's  house  I  saw  a  company  of  yoang*  aan, 
but  they  were  not  disffuised.  From  the  description  I  gave  of  them  and  the  place  where 
I  saw  them,  Mr.  Hollioay  said  that  he  supposed  they  belonged  to  that  compuiy.  If 
they  were  not  members  of  the  organization  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  saw  one  tiiat  I 
could  say  I  knew  was  a  member  <n  the  organization.  And  I  cannot  say  I  knew  tiMy 
were  members  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Y oorhebs  : 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  there  was  a  Tlisposition  on  the 
part  of  the  republican  press  of  the  South  to  attribute  to  political  causes  all,  or  neuly 
all,  of  the  crimes  that  are  committed,  whatever  may  be  their  origin  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  is  too  much  of  that  tendency. 

QuestUm,  Is  that  not  also  true  to  a  great  extent  of  the  republican  press  of  the  North, 
BO  mr  as  your  observation  has  extended  f 

Answer,  I  think  so.  I  think  those  points  have  been  strained,  both  North  and  Sootli, 
beyond  what  the  truth  and  the  ^Eusts  would  justify. 

Question,  If  the  Ku-Klux  is  purely  a  political  or^ranization  fot  hostile  purpoeee  and 
practices  to  the  members  of  the  republican  party,  is  it  not  singular  that  yon,  as  a  proni- 
nent  and  active  leader  of  that  party,  holding  office  and  employment  under  both  State 
and  Federal  administrations,  have  never  been  visited  or  molested  by  them  t 

Answer,  That  is  so ;  for  there  is  no  man  in  the  South  who  has  exposed  himself  men 
to  their  malignity  than  I  have.    I  feel  that  it  is  due  to  myself  and  to  the  people  of  my 
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State  that  I  should  make  a  statement  of  facts  in  that  oonnneotion,  if  yon  irill  allow 
me  to  do  so. 

Question,  Go  on  and  make  whatever  statements  yon  please. 

Answer,  I  have  given  you  my  opinions  of  these  things  as  founded  upon  hearsay,  and 
what  I  have  read  in  the  papers,  and  from  the  investigation  of  the  committee ;  I  have 
said  that  in  many  places  1  believed  these  organizations  existed  for  political  pnrposes. 
but  when  I  come  to  my  personal  experience  and  my  own  observation  of  things,  then  I 
am  astonished,  for  if  these  organizations  exist  here  exclusively  for  political  purposes  it 
is  astonishing  to  me  that  they  had  not  availed  themselves  of  the  many  opportunities 
they  have  haid  to  victimize  me.  I  do  not  suppose  the  democracv  have  been  more 
irritated  by  the  addresses  of  any  man  in  this  country  than  of  myself  I  have  in  all  my 
public  api>eals  to  the  people  in  mv  district  used  every  argument  to  induce  the  people 
to  abandon  the  democracy  and  adopt  the  doctrines  of  republicanism. 

QuesUoH.  You  are  at  this  time  a  straight-out,  earnest  supporter  of  General  Grant's 
administration  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  have  been  all  the  time. 

Question,  And  you  have  been  employed  on  this  spedal  businees  by  the  Attorney 
Gkneral  of  the  United  States? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  And  you  have  found  out  but  one  case  of  political  outrage  by  these  Kur 
Klux? 

Answer,  That  is  all  I  have  ascertained  from  my  investigation.  I  do  not  believe,  and 
I  cannot  believe,  that  the  maltreatment  of  Henry  Lowther  was  owing  to  his  politics ; 
I  am  constrained  to  attribute  it  to  another  cause. 

Question.  In  that  connection,  let  me  ask  you  in  connection  with  this  mass  of  hearsay- 
evidence  that  we  have  been  flooded  with  here,  whether  vou  have  ever  heard  of  the  case 
of  the  young  man  in  Clarke  Coimty,  Illinois,  who,  within  the  last  year,  was  assaulted 
in  the  woods  in  open  day  by  three  undisguised  men,  and  robbed,  stripped,  and  cas- 
trated^ and  that  the  parties  were  never  arrested  or  punished  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  of  that  case. 

QuesHon,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  circumstances  of  the  rape  and  murder  of  two 
litue  girls  in  Indianapolis  whose  bodies  were  folind  mutilated  and  outraged  in  the  canal, 
within  the  last  two  years,  and  for  which  no  arrests,  or  convictions,  or  punishments 
ever  took  place  ?  ^ 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  that  case.  I  know  that  I  have  read  in  the  papers  ac- 
counts of  a  great  many  outrages  that  have  taken  place  in  the  North  similar  to  those 
that  have  occurred  here. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  circumstances  of  the  rape  and  murder  of  a  Miss 
Pardonner,  at  Attica,  Indiana,  within  the  last  four  months^  and  that  the  grand  jury  of 
the  county  in  which  it  took  place  have  since  met  and  a^oumed  without  disoovming 
the  criminal  or  eriminals,  and  without  finding  any  indictment  for  the  double  and  hor- 
rible offense  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QwesiMn.  Have  ^ou  heard  of  the  hanging  of  two  men  until  they  were  dead  on  a 
bridge  over  Lost  Biver,  in  Orange  County,  Indiana,  at  night,  hj  a  crowd,  within  the 
last  ten  months,  and  for  which  no  arrests  were  ever  made  or  punishment  inflicted  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  such  a  case.  I  read  of  a  great  many  of  these  things  in 
the 'papers  that  pass  out  of  my  memory.  No  doubt  I  have  read  of  instances  of  that 
kind,  ror  I  read  the  papers,  perhaps,  as  extensively  as  any  one  in  this  country. 

QuestiUm.  Georgia  nas  a  i>opulation  of  about  1,200,000.  Do  yon  think  she  has  a  greater 
average  of  crimes  at  this  time  than  other  States  of  the  Union  of  a  similar  population  T 
Yon  are  a  man  of  reading  and  general  information,  and  heuoe  I  ask  for  your  opinion. 

Aimoer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Sgofield  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  molested  yourself  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  been. 

Question.  Are  you  not  afraid  you  will  be  in  consequence  of  the  testimony  yon  have 
given  here  to-day  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  the  least. 

Question.  I  should  suppose  you  would  be. 

Answer.  I  may  be  abused  a  little,  but  I  do  not  apprehend  that  I  shall  be  in  any  danger. 
I  wish  to  state  one  thing  in  regard  to  that  question  of  fear  and  intimidation.  I  want 
the  committee  to  get  at  the  real  truth  of  this  case,  as  I  stated  in  my  letter. 

Question,  You  do  not  think  they  will  molest  you  on  account  of  the  testimony  you 
have  given  heret 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  fear  anything  of  the  kind. 

ByMr.BAYAi«i>:  .  DinitizedbyGoOSle 


Question.  Was  it  well  known  through  the  country  here  that  you  were  the  Tribune 
correspondent  denouncing  the  Ashbum  affair  T 
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Anmoer,  Tes,  sir.  I  think  the  paper  came  to  Colombns,  and  I  think  the  Colnmbns 
papers  copied  it. 

Question.  Was  your  name  signed  to  it,  or  were  year  initials  signed  to  itf 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  signed  it  as  the  presiding  elder  of  the  dismct.  I  received  from 
Colombas  one  of  those  missives  which  they  send  out  to  republicans^  addressed  to  me 
as  presiding  elder,  warning  me  of  danger. 

Question,  Was  that  Ashburn  case  not  noised  about  all  over  the  North  and  the  oonntry 
everywhere  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  it  formed  the  staple  of  a  vast  number  of  congres- 
sional speeches  on  the  republican  side  ? 

Answer,  I  think  the  topic  was  frequently  alluded  to. 

Question,  It  was  well  known  at  the  time  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  occurrence,  in  regard  to  which  the  chairman  has  examined  ye«, 
took  place  three  years  and  eight  months  ago  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  something  like  that.  I  will  state  that  I  went  to  Columbus  after  I  re- 
ceived this  warning,  to  which  I  attached  no  value ;  I  carried  it  with  me  to  the  Chicago 
convention  and  showed  it  to  parties  there,  and  I  left  it  there  with  the  secretary  of  the 
conventiou.  On  my  return  during  the  canvass  in  the  fall  I  was  invited  to  speak  acain 
at  Columbus,  and  I  spoke  there  again  to  a  large  assemblage  of  people ;  I  lodged  tocara 
with  the  postmaster,  and  in  the  evening  I  went  out  and  took  tea  in  a  friend^s  house  at 
some  distance  from  nis  residence ;  and  I  went  alone  and  unattended.  I  had  a  little 
flock  there  over  which  I  presided,  the  pastor  of  the  church  having  become  alanned 
and  having  fled.  During  the  next  day,  which  was  the  Sabbath,  1  went  around  the 
suburbs  visiting  this  little  flock  of  mine. 

Question.  You  met  with  no  injury  whatever? 

Answer.  I  met  with  no  injury  at  all ;  not  an  insult,  or  an  unkind  word. 

Question.  Was  not  Ashbum's  case  made  the  subject  of  vigilant  military  inquiry  hf 
General  Meade  f 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir ;  until  he  dropped  it  and  released  the  prisoners. 

Question,  Did  he  not  arrest  men  all  over  the  country  under  that  charge  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  arrested  several  parties  in  Columbus,  and  probably  one  or  two 
in  another  eounty.    I  do  not  know  about  all  over  the  country. 

Question,  Did  he  not  make  arrests  wherever  any  suspicion  fell? 

Answer.  He  made  a  good  many  arrests ;  I  cannot  answer  so  broadly  as  that. 

Question,  Did  not  he  arrest  whoever  he  saw  fit  to  arrest  in  this  matter  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  a  military  commission  organized  to  try  those  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  period  did  they  pursue  their  investigation  ? 

Answer.  I  cadnot  remember  how  long ;  it  began  before  we  had  a  legislature  elected 
and  organized  at  the  first  election  under  the  constitution ;  and  as  soon  as  the  State  wa^ 
admitted  under  the  reconstruction  acts  Genetal  Meade  turned  over  the  matter  to  t^ 
civil  authorities,  and  then  abandoned  the  investigation  as  being  no  longer  within  his 
jmiBdiction. 

Question,  At  the  time  that  outn^ge  was  committed  the  State  was  under  martial  l|iw  F 

Anstoer.  It  was  under  military  rule. 

Question,  Did  they  over  discover  the  murderer  of  Ashbum  ? 

Answer,  That  I  cannot  say. 

Question,  Did  not  GenenJ  Meade  make  a  report  of  his  entire  proceedings  to  the  De- 
partment at  Washington? 

Answer,  I  never  read  his  report. 

Question,  Did  he  make  one  ? 

Ansujer,  I  presume  he  did ;  I  never  read  it ;  the  investigation  was  not  completed,  and 
I  should  suppose  he  could  come  to  no  conclusion  until  he  did  complete  it. 

Question,  A  letter  has  been  shown  you  which  you  wrote  to  Senator  Scott;  what  was 
your  object  in  writing  that  letter? 

Answer,  It  was  to  get  some  republicans  before  the  committee  at  Washington ;  it  was 
supposed  there  was  an  undue  proportion  of  democrats  who  had  been  befbre  that  com- 
mittee ;  it  was  reported  to  me  that  there  were  persons  in  that  section  of  the  community 
on  the  other  side  who  should  be  permitted  to  make  their  statemento  also  befwe  the 
committee. 

Question,  Was  it  intended  that  there  should  be  political  statements  in  the  testiiiiDny 
berore  the  committee  ?  , 

Answer,  It  was  intended  that  the  true  state  of  fiicts  as  they  existed  should  be  broo^t 
out,  whether  they  had  connection  with  political  matters  or  not ;  that  was  my  object  in 
writing  that  letter.  , 

Question.  Was  your  object  in  writing  the  letter  to  insist  upon  a  fiair  and  honjest  inves- 
tigation? *-^ 
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An»wer»  Tes,  dr. 

Queaiwn,  Is  not  that  yonr  motive  now  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  is  my  instmotion  from  the  attorney  generaL 

Qu€9tion,  And  von  are  acting  npon  those  instnictionsT 

Answer,  Yes,  sur. 

Question,  And  you  consider  that  you  are  faithfiQly  carrying  those  instmctions  into 
execution  f 

Anstcer.  I  am  sworn  to  do  so. 

Question,  Yon  have  been  asked  in  regard  to  th^  bands  of  disguised  men.  If  I  under- 
stood you  correctly,  you  said  that  while  they  are  local  bands  of  lawless  men,  you  did 
not  believe  there  was  any  organization  of  those  bands  throughout  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia. 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  the  organization  is  general — ^that  is  to  say,  that  it  stretches 
from  county  to  county,  or  that  there  is  a  general'  head  over  it ;  I  see  no  evidence  of 
that  in  Georgia.    . 

Question.  Iwill  ask  you  whether  you  have  any  means  of  knowing  th*e  political  senti- 
ments of  the  parties  who  compose  these  bands ;  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  did 
not  know  any  one  who  belougied  to  it  T 

Angwer.  No.  sir. 

Question,  Then  is  not  your  (minion  of  the  political  sentiments  of  those  who  compose 
those  bonds  merely  a  matter  of  inference  f 

Answer.  Only  from  what  I  have  read  in  the  papers  and  what  I  have  heard  from  per- 
sons in  different  parts  of  the  State^  not  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  derived  any  information  to  the  effect  that  these  bands  are  gotten 
up  to  protect  illicit  distillers  of  spirits? 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  very  likely  that  in  some  places  they  are  got  up  for  that  pur- 
pose. * 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  persons  engaged  in  distilling  spirits  Illicitly  are 
confined  to  one  political  party  T 

Answer,  I  think  not ;  I  think  those  of  both  parties  participate  in  illicit  distilling. 

Question.  Do  you  not  snppose  that  in  proportion  to  their  numbers  in  the  State,  as 
many  of  the  one  party  as  of  the  o^er  are  engaged  in  illicit  distilling  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  snppose  that  it  is  confined  to  one  party  f 

Answer.  I  have  not ;  I  have  heead  that  in  the  upper  part  of.  the  State  both  parties 
are  engaged  in  it.    The  statements  made  a  little  while  ago,  that  I  believed  in  some 

ries  they  are  organized  to  protect  illicit  distillers,  is  founded  upon  the  statement  of 
Trotter,  who  was  solicited  to  enter  an  organization  of  that  sort  for  that  purpose. 

Question.  How  many  witnesses  were  before  the  United  States  grand  jury  here  at  this 
last  term  in  regard  to  illicit  distilling  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  not  had  any  cases  of  that  kind  before  me. 

Question,  Bo  you  not  know,  or  are  you  not  informed,  that  in  the  State  of  Georgia 
there  is  a  class  of  men  who  are  anxious  to  procure  the  military  interference  of  the 
United  States  with  the  internal  affairs  of  this  State  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  have  heard  any  one  recently  express  a  wish  for  that  thing. 
Ihave  heard  it  stat^  by  several — and  I  think  the  remark  has  not  been  confined  to  one 
party,  but  has  been  made  by  democrats  and  republicans— that  the  State  would  be  put 
under  military  rule.  I  have  generally  answered  them  by  saying  that  I  knew  of  no 
state  of  facts  existing  in  any  portion  of  Georgia  to  justify  putting  the  State  under 
military  rule  until  the  courts  had  had  a  fair  chsmce  to  deal  with  these  cases. 

Question,  Is  there  a  class  of  men  in  your  State,  members  of  the  minority  here  politi- 
cally^ who  are  continually  threatening  the  employment  of  military  force  against  their 
"  political  opponents  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  now  of  any  such  threats  made  lat^y. 

Question,  You  have  no  information  to  that  effect  T 

Ansu^er,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  the  press  upon  the  republican  side  never  made  such  intimations  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  seen  any  such  threats  in  those  papers. 

Question,  Is  it  the  habit  of  the  republicans  of  this  State  to  stigmatize  the  democrats 
as  rebels,  at  the  present  time,  in  speakiif g  of  them  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  habit,  but  they  do  so  occasionally. 

Question,  Is  it  not  considered  a  matter  of  reproach  when  it  is  done  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is  offensive  to  a  democrat  to  use  that  expression :  I  do 
not  hear  it  often  used.  Well,  I  heard  the  democrats  themselves,  when  referring  to  the 
past,  speak  of  themselves  as  rebcds. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  present  time. 

Answer.  At  the  present  time  I  do  not  think  that  word  is  used  very  much ;  I  do  not 
hear  it  often.  .     ,,    dooalp 

Question.  But  if  used,  it  would  be  offensive  f  3' '"'^  ^^  ^^U^  l<^ 

Answer,  It  would  be,  if  used  by  republicans  in  connection  with  politics ;  and  I  think 
Justiyso. 
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QueaiUm,  Would  you  not  oonsid^er  it  stigmatizing  yonr  opponents  to  speak  of  tiiemin 
that  way  f 

Jnatcer,  I  would ;  and  I  do  not  use  the  term  now.  * 

QueaUon,  Tou  have  spoken  of  an  attempt  to  intimidate  yotera^  and  of  the  h^ging 
of  bones  over  a  man's  door,  with  the  statement  that  they  were  the  bones  of  confiSer- 
ate  dead. 

Answer,  That  was  in  the  beginning  of  this  matter. 

Question,  That  was  the  only  use  of  bones  in  that  way  that  voa  know  off 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  of  ever  hearing  of  their  using  them  at  any  other  time. 

Question.  Were  not  those  bones  palpably  toe  bones  of  a  turtle? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  they  told  me  so. 

Question,  You  say  Mr.  Holliday,  when  he  came  here,  made  his  complaint  before  the 
grand  jury  f 

Answer,  1  did  not  see  him  until  after  he  had  been  before  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  You  had  examined  him  beforehand  f 

Answer,  I  had  been  to  his  county  before. 

Question,  Was  he  not  in  a  condition  of  high  mental  excitement  ? 

Answer,  When  I  saw  him  the  other  day,  or  when  I  saw  him  at  Jackson,  do  you 
meanf 

^Question,  At  any  time,  when  he  spoke  on  this  subject  f 

Answer,  I  thought  so ;  he  was  Ter^  intensely  excited,  as  I  thought  he  should  be. 

Question,  Did  he  state  to  ^ou  the  iact  that  l)e  killed  two  men,  whom  he  identified  T 

Ansu)€r,  Ho  spoke  of  having  killed  one  man. 

Question,  Did  he  identify  that  man  f 

Answer,  He  spoke  of  it  as  rumor. 

Question,  Did  he  give  the  name  of  the  person  he  killed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  gave  the  name  of  the  man  reported  to  him  as  having  been 
knied. 

Question,  Was  that  man  here  in  the  court-house  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  not  kndw  that  he  was  here  in  Atlanta  since  that  time  f 

Anstoer,  I  do  not.  ' 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Holliday  was  informed  that  he  was  mistaken  in 
the  matter  ? 

Answer,  No^  sir. 

*  Question,  How  many  men  were  brought  h^e  under  his  complaint  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  did  not  see  the  names. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  about  the  number  ? 

Answer,  I  think  he  told  me  eight  or  ten. 

Question,  Were  they  brought  to  this  city  in  handcuff  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  the  marshals  generally  handcuff  their  prisoners 
when  they  bring  them  here ;  thev  do  when  they  bring  men  up  for  illicit  distilling.  A 
man  here  told  me  that  he  himseli  was  brought  here  in  handcufiGs,  but  he  had  nouung 
to  do  with  it,  and  was  detained  as  a  witness.  I  have  heard  of  their  being  handcuffed, 
but  I  never  saw  any. 

Question,  Is  it  the  usual  practice  to  handcuff  illicit  distillers  when  they  are 
arrested  f 

Answer,  That  may  be  the  practice  of  the  marshals  in  this  State.  Our  officers,  when 
they  arrest  persons  for  offenses  against  the  State  laws,  sometimes  handcuff  them,  soA 
sometimes  not. 

Qu^tion,  Do  they  do  so  in  cases  of  misdemeanor  t 

Answer,  Well,  the  negro  whom  I  saw,  that  was  tried  and  acquitted  for  catting  a 
white  man,  was  chained,  and  tied  to  a  wagon  and  carried  to  jaiL 

Question,  He  was  acquitted  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  the  iury  that  acquitted  himf 

Answer.  The  constitution  requires  that  jurors  shall  oe  drawn  by  the  judge  of  the 
court,  and  shall  be  selected  from  intelligent  and  upright  citizens  of  the  State. 

Question,  Were  they  all  white  men  on  that  jury  T 

Answer,  I  think  they  were ;  we  have  had  "no  n^^roes  in  the  jury-box  where  I  have 
been. 

Question,  Who  defended  him  ? 

Answer,  I  think  a  coui>le  of  lawyers  from  my  town.  I  think  the  district  attturuey 
for  my  court  defended  this  man  in  the  superior  court. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  political  party  those  gentlemen  belonged  to  t 

Anstcer.  I  have  never  heard  Mr.  Whittaker  express  himself;  I  do  not  think  he  h  & 
republican,  and  yet  I  have  never  heard  him  say  to  what  party  he  belonged. 

Question,  How  about  the  other  gentleman  who  defended  the  negro  ^  r\(^n\c> 

Answer,  1  do  not  now  remember  who  the  other  counsel  was.  ^        o 

Question,  Were  they  men  of  eminence  and  ability  f 
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Answer,  Ye«j  sir ;  Mr.  Whittaker  is  a  man  of  very  good  ability ;  he  is  a  young  law- 
yer ;  a  promising  lawyer ;  and  is  a  good  district  attorney. 

Question,  Ton  have  been  asked  in  regard  to  the  public  press  of  this  State.  Can  you 
produce  an  article  by  a  democratic  paper  in  this  l^te  encouraging  the  conlmission  of 
any  of  these  outrages  f 

Anaicer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  seen  any  that  came  out  in  direct  terms  and  encouraged 
them. 

QueaUon,  You  sav  you  are  a  general  reader  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day  f 

Answer,  1  read  them,  I  reckon,  as  much  as  any  person  of  my  position. 

Question,  And  you  keep  yourself  posted  in  reganl  to  the  condition  of  the  af&irs  of  the 
day? 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  not  read  in  the  democratic  papers  of  this  State  denunciations  of 
these  crimes,  and  expressions  of  a  desire  to  see  them  suppressed  ? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  now  remember  an  instance.  I  will  not  say  that  there  has  not  been 
one,  or  that  I  have  not  read  it ;  but  I  cannot,  at  present,  call  to  mind  an  instance  in 
point. 

Question,  Can  you  call  to  mind  an  instance  of  the  kind  in  the  other  papers? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  can  only  say  that  the  other  papers  have  discountenanced  and 
denounced  them  as  outrages. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  democratic  papers  have  not  denounced  and 
discountenanced  these  outn^es  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  that  none  of  them  have  done  so.  I  only  say  that  I  can- 
not just  at  this  time  remember  an  instance  of  the  kind.  I  will  state  very  confidently 
that  I  do  not  think  they  have  denounced  them  as  much  as  they  ought  to  have  done. 

Question,  Can  you  at  this  time  state  an  instance  where  a  republican  paper  has  point- 
edlv  denounced  them  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember  a  particular  instance ;  but  I  know  it  to  be  the  fact  gen- 
erally that  they  do  denounce  them. 

Qtiestion,  Do  you  consider  that  they  denounce  them  more  than  the  other  papers  do  f 

Answer  Yes,  sir }  but  the  particular  remarks  they  made  I  do  not  now  remember ;  I 
know  it  has  been  done,  and  that  it  is  their  habit  to  do  so,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  the 
habit  of  the  democratic  papers  to  do  so. 

Question,  Yon  have  been  asked  about  the  intimidation  of  voters  at  elections.  I  under- 
stood you  to  say  that  there  would  be  general  representations  made  that  if  parties  voted 
the  republican  ticket  evil  reemlts  would  follow  from  it. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  has  been  the  style  of  argument  adopted  to  keep  them  from  voting  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  But  I  added  that  in  some  instances  they  would  be  told — I  am 
speaking  now  in  reference  to  the  presidential  election  more  particularly — ^that  there 
were  probable  threats  of  discharge  from  service :  so  the  voters  wouVi  tell  me.  I  never 
heard  any  one  intimidated  at  all  in  that  way.  The  only  attempt  at  anything  of  that 
kind  that  Iknpw  of  personally  was  the  attack  made  upon  me  under  the  circumstances 
I  have  already  narrated. 

Question,  Were  there  any  associations  through  your  State  known  as  Union  Leagues? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  very  general  among  the  colored  people? 

Answer.  I  think  that  at  one  time  they  were  pretty  generaL 

Question,  Did  that  organization  extend  throughout  the  entire  State? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Were  there  any  local  county  organizations  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  merge  themselves  into  a  central  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  ffrand  lodge,  or  a  grand  council,  of  the  State. 

Question.  Was  that  Union  League  an  oath-bound  society  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  None  were  admitted  to  its  conferences  but  those  who  were  republicans  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  that  Union  League  embrace  the  male  colored  population  of  the  State 
generally? 

Answer.  Only  a  portion  of  it ;  I  do  not  think  it  embraced  a  majority  of  the  colored 
population. 

Question.  Did  not  the  negro  population  chiefly  compose  that  organization  so  fEor  as 
numbers  were  concerned  ? 

Answer.  1  think  that  at  first  it  began  with  the  whites ;  and  then  they  extended  it  to 
the  blacks,  and  took  them  in.  I  thmk  the  first  organization  was  in  the  upper  part  of 
Hie  State,  almost  exdusively  among  the  whites,  thongh  I  am  not  certain  about  that 
fact. 

Question.  Did  not  the  preponderance  of  numbers  soon  become  in  favor  of  the  negroed  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  because  there  were  more  negroes  than  whites  that  participated 
in  reconstmotion. 
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Question.  Is  there  not  in  this  State  a  vast  preponderance  of  negro  lepablioans  over 
white  republicans  T 

Answer,  In  my  part  of  the  State  I  believe  only  thirty-one  whites  voted  for  me  at  the 
time  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  legislatiire. 

Question,  How  many  blacks  voted  for  you  ? 

Answer,  Some  1,600  or  more. 

Question,  What  was  your  majority? 

Answer.  It  was  four  hundred  and  something. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  aware  of  any  intimidation  of  colored  people  towards 
eacn  other  ?  ^  ' 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  knew  of  any  interference  by  them.  I  cannot  say  I  have 
heard  of  that  here  in  Georgia,  but  I  have  read  of  it  in  North  Carolina,  as  developed  by 
the  investigation  of  the  committee. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  such  intimidations  by  the  colored  people  as  yon  hai^ 
heard  of  these  Ku-Elux  outrages  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  the  information  to  the  effect  that  the  negro  political  organizations 
intimidated  their  fellows  from  voting  contrary  to  their  wishes  ? 

Answer,  1  inferred  that  from  the  few  cases  mentioned  in  the  book  I  have  referred  to ; 
but  I  have  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind  in  Georgia.  They  may  use  their  influ- 
ence; I  do  not  know  but  what  they  may  use  words  indicating  wounded  feeling,  or 
something  like  that,  with  one  another,  for  they  are  a  very  sensitive  people.  But  I 
have  no  mformation  upon  that  point  at  all.  I  do  not  say  but  what  there  have  been 
such  cases,  but  they  have  not  come  within  my  knowledge,  and  I  have  not  beard  of 
them. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees: 

Question,  Do  you  think  a  northern  man  would  incur  any  risk  of  danger  to  himself 
or^  his  property  by  moving  to  any  part  of  Georgia,  at  this  time,  if  he  became  a  law- 
abiding  citizen,  and  endeavored  to  make  a  living  by  honest  means  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  he  would  incur  any  cmager,  and  I  believe  the  people  would 
be  very  willing  to  accept  him  anywhere. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  general  desire  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  so  far  as  you  know,  to 
encourage  the  immigration  of  industrious  and  law-abiding  people  into  their  midst  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  is. 

Question,  Without  regard  to  their  political  opinions  f 

Ansuxr.  1  do  not  think  they  regard  their  pohtical  opinions  so  much  in  that  respect. 
I  do  not  think  they  care  so  much  about  their  political  opinions  when  they  come  in  for 
the  purpose  of  merchandising  or  farming.  I  think  it  irritates  them  very  much  when 
they  engage  in  politics,  openly  and  actively,  as  a  general  thing. 

Question,  What  is  the  general  feeling  of  the  people  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  disa- 
bihties,  so  far  as  you  know  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  most  of  the  people  desire  a  removal  of  political  disabiliticB. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you,  as  much  for  information  as  anything  else,  because  yon  bear 
that  relation  to  the  administration  which  entitles  your  opinions  to  consideration,  what 
is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  a  general  measure  of  amnesty  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  produce  any  effect,  at  this  time,  to  ohanse  the 
state  of  feeling.  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  tend  to  make  the  state  of  roeling 
toward  the  Government  better  than  it  is.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  is  a  hostile 
feeling  toward  the  Federal  Government  on  the  part  of  any  one,  or  any  nnmber  of 
individuals. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  that  the  time  has  gone  by  when  such  a  measure  would  have 
any  great  importance  ? 

Answer.  1  took  the  position  myself  in  the  very  first  address  I  delivered  in  oar  eon- 
stitutional  convention,  that,  while  I  supported  the  reconstruction  measures,  I  regasded 
it  as  a  great  blunder  to  disqualify  any  man  from  voting.  I  think  it  has  been  the  occa- 
sion of  more  bitterness  in  politics  than  anything  else.  I  think  if  the  ballot  had  bees 
left;  within  the  reach  of  all  we  would  have  had  an  easier  path  to  reconstruction^  and 
would  have  escaped  very  many  troubles  which  we  have  had.  Therefore,  I  have  been 
a  constant  friend  of  universal  amnesty. 

Question,  Do  yon,  at  this  time,  regard  the  condition  of  Georgia,  generally  speaking, 
as  one  of  prosperity,  and  of  hopefulness  for  the  future  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  is  a  general  exhibition  of  industry  throughout  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QtiesHon,  Towns  are  being  built  up,  &c.  T 

Ansvser,  Yes,  sir )  some  of  them  are  improving  more  rapidly,  I  think,  than  they  did 
before  the  war. 
•  Question,  Has  not  Atlanta  been  of  almost  unexampled  growth  since  the  war  t 

Ansxocr.  Yes,  sir,  amazing.    I  have  wondered  at  its  remarkable  growth,  ^ 
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In  it  not  the  general  disposition  of  yonr  people  to  engage  in  the  pursuits  of 
peace  and  indostry,  and  to  bnild  up  the  State,  and  promote  their  own  fortunes  f 

Anmocr,  Tmtt  is  the  great  object  wherever  I  have  been  and  have  had  any  intercourse 
with  tiie  people. 

By  the  Chairman: 

QuaHon,  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  you  think  the  prosperity  of  this  State  is 
greater  now  than  it  was  before  the  war  ? 

AMwer.  I  q^ke  of  some  towns  that  were  growing  up  more  rapidly,  I  thought,  than 
before  the  war.    I  did  not  speak  of  it  so  generally  as  your  question  would  inmcate. 

Qwaitkm,  The  tendency  is  in  that  direction  t 

Anndor.  Yea,  mr ;  and  we  haive  some  Villages  where  I  think  the  improvement  has 
been  very  marked  and  decided. 

Qu€8twn,  It  has  been  so  for  two  or  three  years  f 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir ;  for  the  last  two  years  especially. 

Qmeatkm.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  entertained  the  opinion  that  It  was  nn« 
VisOt  at  least,  if  not  wrong,  for  the  Government  to  have  punished  any  of  the  leading 
and  prominent  rebels  f 

Amswer.  It  waa  my  conviction  firom  the  outset  that  it  was  a  great  blunder ;  and  the 
more  I  have  looked  at  it  and  reflected  upon  it,  the  more  I  am  convinced  of  it.  I  know 
it  was  the  cause  of  the  deepest  hostility  of  feeling  amongst  jfche  people.  I  think  it  was 
the  greatest  blunder  Congress  made  in  the  reconstruction  acts  to  disfranchise  and  dis- 
qualify from  holding  office  any  class  of  people. 

QuartUm.  Do  yon  think  it  would  have  peen  a  better  "policy  to  have  placed  the  affairs 
of  the  government  of  this  State  in  the  hands  'of  those  men  who  were  the  leaders  of 
the  rebellion  i 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  placed  the  ballot  in  the  Ijands  of 
an,  and  then  to  have  allowed  the  people  to  elect  whom  they  pleased.  , 

f^metHon.  Do  yon  think  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  put  the  government  of  the 
StiUe  into  the  hands  *of  those  leaders  who  took  the  State  into  the  rebellion  tlian  into 
the  hands  of  those  men  who  proflMsed  to  be  friends  of  the  Government  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  I  do  not  see  any  connection  between  that  thought  and  the  idea  . 
whi<di  I  expressed. 

Question.  I  am  merely  Asking  your  opinion. 

Ansufer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  always  opposed  that.  I  wanted  the  government  to  go  into 
the  bands  ofthe  men  who  were  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Government. 

QmesHon.  Uo  you  not  suppose  that  if  the  course  you  have  indicated  had  been  taken, 
if  ervery  man  had  been  fulowed  to  vote,  and  any  man  to  be  elected  who  could  get  a 
mafotity  or  a  plnralltTy  of  votes,  the  government  of  the  State  would  have  subatan- 
tiiuly  gone  back  into  the  same  hands  that  held  it  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  T  . 

Answer.  When  I  look  at  the  result  of  our  elections  for  the  last  year  or  two,  I  think 
that  is  very  likely;  but  then  I  am  convinced  that  there  have  been  other  causes  that 
have  operated  to  produce  those  results  here.  It  is  possible  such  might  have  been  the 
result ;  but  there  has  been,  in  this  State,  a  majority  of  republicans,  and,  in  m^  opinion, 
had  a  proper  course  been  adopted,  the  State  would  have  held  its  own  at  this  time  as 
a  republican  State. 

Qitestion.  Under  what  was  called  the  Johnson  administration,  was  not  the  govern* 
mmt  of  the  State  practically  under  the  control  of  the  same  men  who  candecTit  into 
the  rebellion  in  1861  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so ;  it  was  practically  under  their  controL 

Questum.  Does  that  not  bring  the  matter  back  to  .my  first  question,  whether,  every- 
tliin|r  considered,  it  was  better  that  the  government  of  the  State  should  be  in  their 
hands,  or  that  it  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  men  who  were  the  friends  of  the  Gov- 
erame^f 

Answer.  It  is  better  it  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  fHends  of  the  Government 
I  think  I  have  not  said  anything  that  would  make  an  opposite  impression* 

4ine8iion,  You  have  been  asked  with  reference  to  the  trial,  before  a  commission  or- 
ganised by  General  Meade,  of  the  murderers  of  Mr.  Ashbum.  I  understood  you  to  say 
that  that  commission  dissolved  before  it  had  completed  its  labors,  or  had  come  to  any 
result ;  that  it  was  dissolved  by  the  organization  of  civil  government  here? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QnesUan.  Were  the  men  under  arrest  tamed  over  to  the  civil  government  to  be  dealt 
with? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QwesHon,  Has  there  been  an^  trial  or  investigation  in  any  solitary  instance  of  any  of 
the  men  who  were  changed  with  that  murder  T 

Answer.  If  there  has  bieen,  I  have  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Why  did  the  attorney  general,  Mr.  Akerman,  retain  you  to  ,pf6onre  testis 
mony  and  bring  it  here  to  the  district  attorney  t  3'^'"^^  ^^ 

Answer.  BecMse  in  his  Jndgment,  as  expressed  in  my  instructions  from  him,  ther« 

29  O 
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are  many  weak  and  timid  persons  who  either  do  not  know  how  to  get  tlieir  i 
before  the  courts,  or  who  are  afi*aid  to  make  the  e£fort ;  therefore,  it  was  deemed  proper 
to  seiect  some  persons  who  would  not  be  afraid  to  go  into  any  locality  and  hunt  fbem 
up  and  place  in  their  hands  the  means  of  getting  their  cases  before  the  courte,  or  of 
getting  the  facts  from  them. 

QtLesHon.  Are  there  any  laws  in  the  State  of  Georgia  a^^ainfvt  taking  men  frmn  their 
houses  and  maltreating  them,  and  mutilating  them  ;  agauist  whipping  them  ;  against 
taking  women  out  and  throwing  them  upon  the  ground  and  compelling  them  toezpoae 
their  nakedness  f 

Anmcer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  that  is  all  against  the  laws  of  the  State. 

QuesUon,  Is  there  any  law  against  taking  them  out  and  holding  them  down  on  Hie 
^und,  with  one  man  standing  upon  their  head  and- another  upon  their  feet,  and  beat- 
ing them  while  in  that  condition  7 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  we  have  laws  against  all  such  things. 

Question,  Why  was  it  necessary  to  employ  persons  to  search  out  thbse  casee,  and 
bring  them  here  before  the  Federal  grand  jury  7  Why  not  have  left  them  to  the  State 
tribunals  in  the  several  localities?  ••  * 

Answer,  I  suppose  it  was  because  the  parties  were  afraid  to  brine  those  matters  to 
the  attention  of  the  aujthorities  in  their  counties.  I  am  informed  that  is  the  case  in 
Bome  counties. 

Question,  Now,  I  desire  tp  ask  you,  and  I  want  you  to  consider  the  responBibility  of 
your  answer 

Answer.  I  should  do  that,  ^o  where  I  may. 

Question,  Are  you  not  satisfied  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  these  cases  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  to  procure  a  proper  administration  of  justice  in  tho  localities  where 
t^ese  offenses  are  shown  to  have  been  committed  ? 

Answer,  You  ask  me  about  a  fact ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 
« Questihn,  I  asked  you  if  that  was  your  opinion. 

Answer,  I  could  not  form  an  opinion  only  upon  the  representations  thoee  paiileB 

make  to  me.    Taking  those  representations  as  correct  I  think  that  is  the  case  to  a 

great  extent.    But  I  do  say,  as  I  have  before  asserted,  that  so  &r  as  my  knowledge  is 

.  concerned  of  the  facts  within  my  section  of  the  State,  any  of  these  parties  could  go 

before  the  courts  of  the  State  and  have  their  triaL 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  in  your  part  of  the  State  there  are  none  of 
these  organized  bands  of  men  going  about  and  committing  outrages  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  have  stated  Siat  since  I  have  been  here  I  have  heard,  throng  1^ 
district  attorney,  that  there  have  been  some  whippings  recently  in  one  of  their  ceen- 
ties.  Those  cases  come  within  tho  jurisdiction  of  my  court ;  and  I  believe  there  is  not 
a  case  of  that  sort  in  my  county  but  what  the  parties  can  go  into  my  court  and  obtain 
justice.  The  democratic  lawyers  will  take  their  cases  and  a4vocate  them,  and  the  pxty 
will  give  a  verdict  of  guilty  against  the  parties^  if  the  evidence  is  sufficient  to  Justify 
such  a  verdict. 

Question,  That  has  not  yet  been  done? 

Answer,  There  has  been  no  such  case  before  me.  I  think  my  court  is  the  very  place 
foi  those  persons  to  come  to.  If  they  will  come  into  my  court  I  am  perfectly  si&iafied, 
from  the  state  of  feeling  existing  in  Heard  County,  and  the  trials  that  have  alnady 
taken  place,  that  they  can  obtain  justice  from  a  jury  of  that  county. 

Question,  1  hope  that  will  prove  to  be  the  case. 

Answer,  I  judge  so  from  tho  facts. 

By  Mr.  Yoorhees  : 

QuesUon,  Do  you  know  any  class  of  men,  or  any  political  party  in  the  Stale  of 
Georgia,  who  would,  in  your  opinion,  if  they  could,  restore  the  institntion  of  slavei^  f 

Answer,  I  do  not,  and  I  don't  believe  there  Is  any. 

Question,  So  far  as  four  knowledge  extends,  is  the  general  feeling  of  the  white  people 
of  Georgia  kind  or  unkind  to  tho  negroes  in  their  midst  f 

Answer,  It  is  as  kind  now  as  I  ever  knew  it  in  my  life.  They  are  very  kind  nov, 
more  so,  I  think,  than  they  were  just  after  the  war,  for  then  they  were  irritated. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
\       Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  is  the  case  all  over  the  State? 
I       Answer.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  extends ;  that  is  all  I  can  say. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  class  of  men  who  would  claim  from  a  demooralie  i 

administration,  if  one  should  be  elected,  compensation  for  their  emancipated  drnveaf 
Answer,  I  have  never  heard  any  one  express  any  expectation  of  such  a  thing. 
Question,  Do  you  believe  there  is  such  a  class  of  men  in  Georgia  t  ^^^T^ 
Answer,  As  would  demand  it  t  OOglC 

Question,  Who  would  claim  remuneration  for  their  emancipated  sUiTes. 
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Anmner.  I  could  not  poseibly  espres^  a  belief  about  a  thing  I  have  never  heard  o£ 

Qv/^tMn.  Ton  have  never  heard  the  subject  discussed  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  never. 

QuesHan*  What  is  your  opinion  ou  the  subject  t, 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  any  such  class  exists  liere ;  I  cannot  tell  you,  because  the 
question  has  never  been  discussed  before  me.  It  is  a  l)are  possibility  that  there  may 
be  some  who  would  look  for  such  a  thing. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  anybody  in  the  republican  party  who  would  ask  for  some- 
thing that  did  not  belong  to  him  7 
Answer.  I  do  not. 


[See  page  433.] 

La  Grange,  Georgia,  October  30, 1871. 
Sir  :  I  send  you,  as  requested,  my  article  to  the  New  York  Tribune  in  relation  to  the 
Ashbum  murder;  also  the  tabular  analysis  of  election  returns  of  the  presidential  elec- 
tion, 1868,  prepared  by  me  for  tbe  republican  executive  committee,  to  which  I  referred 
in  my  testimony  before  your  committee. 
ResT)ectfully, 

J.  H.  CALDWELL. 
Hon.  Horace  Mayxard, 

Chairman^  jrc 


ASSASSINATION  OF  THE  HON.  G.  W.  ASHBURN  IN  COLUMBUS,  GEORGIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Tribune. 

Sir  :  As  presiding  elder  of  the  La  Grange  district,  Georgia  Mission  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  I  came^  to  this  place  last  Friday  to  hold  my  quarterly 
meeting.  On  Saturday,  the  29th  instant,  I  attended  a  mass  republican  meeting  in  the 
cotirtrhouse  square.  The  meeting  was  largely  attended,  addressed  by  several  speakers, 
and  conducted  in  an  admirable  spirit.  Last  night  I  was  present  at  Temperance  Hall 
and  heard  the  Rev.  IL  M.  Turner  (a  colored  delegate  to  the  late  convention)  speak. 
Mr.  Ashburn  came  in  while  he  was  speaking,  sat  quietly  till  the  close,  and  then  left.  It 
was  about  2  o'clock  the  same  night  when  a  messenger  called  at  the  house  where  I  was 
lodging,  and  announced  that  Mr.  Ashbum  had  been  murdered  in  his  room.  I  have 
spent  the  whole  day  in  trying  to  gather  up  all  the  particulars  of  this  atrocious  murder. 
The  following  facte  were  stated  to  me  by  a  Union  man  who  was  on  the  Jury  of  inquest: 

Between  12^ and  1  o'clock  last  night  a  crowd  of  persons,  estimated  at  from  thirty  to 
forty  in  number,  went  to  the  house  whore  Mr.  Ashbum  lodged,  surrounded  the  build- 
ing, broke  open  the  rear  and  front  doors,  and  murdered  him  in  his  room.  He  received 
three  fatal  shots,  one  in  the  head  between  the  eyes,  one  Just  below  and  to  the 
rear  of  the  hip,  and  another  one  in  the  mouth,  which  ranged  upward.  His 
clothing  bad  from  ten  to  fourteen  bullet-holes  in  them.  Five  persons  entered 
bis  room  and  did  the  murderous  deed;  the  rest  were  in  other  parts  of  the 
honae  and  yard.  The  crowd  remained  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes,  during 
which  time  no  policeman  made  his  appearance.  As  the  murderous  crew  were  dis- 
persing, however,  some  policemen  made  their  appearance  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street.  They  could  give  no  account  of  the  affair  when  examined.  This  deed  was  per- 
petrated on  one  of  the  principal  streets,  in  the  most  public  part  of  the  city,  and  not 

far  from  the house.    All  the  assassins  wore  masks,  and  were  well-dressed, 

showing  that  they  were  of  the  "  better  class  "  of  the  citizens  of  Columbus.  They  are 
evidently  members  of  the  new  secret  political  order  called  the  "  Ku-Klux  Klan."  This 
''  £[lan  "  seems  to  have  organized  here  within  the  last  week  or  two.  It  is  now  about  a 
month  since  the  first  notice  appeared  in  the  papers  of  its  existence  in  Tennessee. 
Within  the  last  week  these  cabalietic  letters  and  signs  have  been  marked  on  the  doors 
and  walls  throughout  the  city.  Placards  have  been  posted  up  at  the  doors  of  Union 
men,  containing  their  mystic  letters  and  signs,  with  skulls,  coffins,  skeletons,  oross- 
bones,  deadly  weapons,  and  written  sentences  oreathing  out  most  terrible  threateuings 
against  them.  They  were  warned  that  their  time  was  short ;  that  their  days  were 
numbered ;  that  they  must  prepare  for  sudden  and  awful  death.  They  were  reminded 
that  the  time  had  come  when  the  blood  of  the  confederate  dead  would  be  required  at 
their  hands :  that  the  spirits  of  the  slain  were  swarming  through  the  atmosphere, 
and  calling  for  vengeance.    Secret  asBassinations  were  hinted  at  in  various  ways.    No 
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less  than  three  of  these  mysterious  placards  were  hung  op  at  the  door  of  the  i 
of  internal  revenue,  Mr.  Joseph  Wehster.  On  one  of  uiem  he  was  warned  to  prepaie 
for  sadden  death.  One  of  them  contained  a  coffin,  with  Ashbnm's  name  written  near 
it,  and  the  picture  of  a  skeleton  lyins  in  it.  Among  other  tbin^  a  bundle  of  bones 
was  hung  up  at  Mr.  Webster's  door.  Heyeral  Union  men  had  received  anonymous  mis- 
sives warning  them  that  they  mustprepare  to  die.  For  several  days  beforo  the  bordblo 
tragedy  one  of  the  city  papers,  The  Columbus  Sun,  had  contained  a  number  of  notices 
of  the  **"  E.  K.  E.''  and  predicted  some  sudden  and  dreadful  event.  On  March  24  that 
paper  contained  no  less  than  three  different  accounts  of  the  "  Klan.''  The  first  was  an 
account  of  its  origin  and  design,  and  was  copied  from  The  Nashville  Banner.  It  justi- 
fies the  organization,  and  plamly  shows  the  design  to  be  to  resist  what  it  calls  "  Kadi- 
caUsm  in  Tennessee,''  and  opposed  to  an  orgam'zed  system  of  public  law — a  systematic, 
organized  secret  force.  The  second  article  Is  a  leading  editorial.  The  editor  Justifies 
the  organization  and  sa^  that  it  is  *^  large  and  powenul,  and  conducted  upon  such  a 
system  as  to  defy  detection."  In  the  third  article  he  speaks  of  it  as  "  startling  devel- 
opments," and  says  "  something  awful  has  come  to  town.''  After  naming  several  prom- 
inent Union  .men,  he  says,  ''The  Ku-Klux  Elan  has  arrived,  and  w<fe  to  the  d^ 
acTierateJ'  "Something  terrible  floats  on  the  breeze,  and  in  the  dim  silences  are 
heard  solemn  whis{>er8,  dire  imprecations  against  the  false  ones  who  have  proved 
recreant  to  their  faith  and  couutry.  Strange  mocking  anomalies  now  fill  the  air. 
Look  out!"  On  the  27th,  three  days  bemre  Ashbum  was  assassinated^  The  Sun 
contained  another  article,  headed  "Sfysterions  and  Awful  Portents.'*  Again,  the 
editor  gives  notice  to  "radicals"  and  "scallawags"  of  some  terrible  doom,  sod 
adds  the  warning,  "Let  traitors  beware  I"  These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  hints 
and  vague  warnings,  mingled  with  threats  of  vengeance  against  traitors,  (as  he  c^lls 
Union. men,)  which  the  editor  of  The  Sun  put  forth  time  and  again  during  the  wedc 
preceding  the  assassination.  How  can  an  unprejudiced  reader  resist  the  conviction 
that  he  ]uiew  beforehand  what  was  going  to  happen  T 

The  speakers  on  Saturday,  like  The  Tribune  of  some  days  before,  had  treated  themya- 
terious  Eu-Elux  as  a  huge  joke,  as  a  mere  scheme  to  frighten  the  ignorant  and  super- 
stitious blacks  Cand  whites  too)  in  order  either  to  control  their  votes  at  the  election, 
or  keep  them  away  from  the  polls.  The  whole  thing,  with  all  its  pretended  mystery, 
was  ridiculed.  The  bones  hung  up  at  Mr.  Webster's  door  were  discovered  to  be  turtles 
bones,  and  the  blacks  laughea  heartily  when  the  discovery  was  announced  to  them, 
by  one  of  the  speakers.  The  miserable  wretches  who  thus  attempted  to  trifle  with  said 
make  light  of  uie  bones  of  their  slaughtered  braves  (for  they  pretended  to  bring  up  the 
bones  of  the  confederate  dead)  were  made  a  spectacle  of  contempt  even  in  the  eyes  of 
negroes.  The  blacks  were  also  amused  at  the  suggestion  that  tiie  spirits  of  the  con- 
federate slain  were  called  forth  by  the  grim  Eu-Klux  to  revenge  themselves  upon  the 
white  Union  men  of  the  South.  But  in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  in 
The  Sun  of  the  following  morning  (29th  inst.)  there  were  vague  hints  that  it  was  not 
all  meant  to  scare  people.  The  conclusion  to  which  The  Tribune  of  the  24th  inst.  came, 
that  there  is  a  "  far  more  serious  matter  in  it,"  is  now  verified  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt.  Had  nothing  else  occurred,  the  editorials  of  The  Sun  and  other  democratic 
papers  in  Georgia  are  enough  to  show  that  mischief  ci  some  sort  was  meant  by  this 
mysterious  ElSn. 

The  sudden,  h<orrible,  cowardly,  and  brutal  murder  of  Colonel  Ashbum,  b^  this  infii- 
mous  band,  shows  that  their  purpose  is  murder.  They  are  bent  upon  midnight  nonan 
sinations  of  the  darkest,  bloodiest,  and  most  diabolical  character.  Union  men  all  over 
the  city  now  feel  that  their  lives  are  every  moment  in  danger.  They  do  not  know  at 
what  hour  of  the  ni^ht  they  may  be  massacred  in  their  beds.  Think  of  from  thirty 
to  fortv  armed  assassins  breaking  in  after  midnight  to  murder  one  helnless  man !  It  is 
enougn  to  make  the  stoutest  heart  quail.  Yet  the  papers  taunt  the  Union  men  with 
fear  and  cowardice.  The  Union  men  could  stand  it  better  than  their  poor  wives  and 
little  ones.  Their  very  hearts  are  chilled  with  horror,  and  they  are  softering  an  agony 
of  dread  which  no  words  can  express. 

Tuesday  momingj  April  l.—The  above  was  written  at  the  house  of  a  devoted  Union 
man,  a  minister  of  the  MethodiBt  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  was  weeping  nearly  all 
day,  and  she  spent  a  sleepless  night.  The  Rev.  Mr.  P.  has  been  in  the  city  since  last 
October.  He  withdrew  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  more  than  two 
years  ago,  and  united  with  our  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  stationed  here  as  a 
mi8sionai7  of  that  church.  After  his  arrival  he  was  met  by  one  of  tiie  pastors  of  tha 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  iu  this  city,  who,  for  no  other  cause,  toM  him  to 
his  face  that  ne  regarded  him  (the  Rev.  Mr.  P.)  as  his  enemy.  Last  night  a  numhsir  cdT 
colored  men,  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  all  loyal  white  men,  were  armed,  and  kept  watch 
around  his  premises.  This  Christian  family,  in  this  Christian  city^  was  gaarded  hj 
negroes  to  protect  their  lives  a^inst  midnight  assassins.  Are  we  repeating  the  dbayscc 
the  French  revolution  f  Whither  are  we  drifting,  that  peaoeabley  quiet.  QodrSoBiSag 
men  cannot  ei^oy  or  express  an  opinion  of  their  own  without  danger  ox  persecailai 
and  personal  violence  f  Read  the  account  (in  this  morning's  Sun)  of  the  uniwHTiTiatiwi 
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See  how  prejudiced,  how  partial,  how  fall  of  hatred  to  the  murdered  man  it  is.  It 
invents  a  pure,  malicious  fiction,  an  altercation  between  Turner  and  Ashburn,  at  Temper- 
ance Hall,  on  Monday  night,  at  the  close  of  Turner's  speech.  I  was  present  during 
the  whole  time,  Leard  every  word  that  waa  said,  and  no  disagreement  took  place ;  nofe 
a  word  was  spoken  amiss  by  either  Turner  or  Ashburn.  This  is  just  like  tne  rumors 
that  were  put  afloat  yesterday.  One  was  that  the  Federal  soldiers  had  killed  Ashburn, 
and  another  that  his  own  ^*  radical  ^  clique  had  done  it.  I  had  spent  several  days  in 
intimate  conversation  with  the  Union  men  of  the  city,  and  know  tbat  they  were  all 
on  the  kindest  terms  with  Ashburn.  Later  in  the  day,  they  had  it  that  the  negroes 
had  killed  him.  All  this  is  to  cover  up  and  confuse  the  whole  affair,  just  as  they  did 
in  the  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  and  Mobile  riots.  But  every  one  in  Columbus  knows 
for  what  pnqwse  these  vile  insinuations  are  put  out.  See  how  The  Sun  abuses  and 
traduces  the  character  of  poor  Ashburn,  even  while  his  mangled  corpse  lies  before  the 
very  eyes  of  the  editor.    Ye  people  of  America,  do  ye  not  understand  all  this  ? 

Do  you  not  see  that  in  this  same  spirit  the  opposition  of  the  democratic  press  of  tho 
South  is  continnally  abusing,  traducing,  and  slandering  all  Union  men,  and  eudeavor- 
ing  to  silence,  if  they  cannot  drive  out  of  the  country,  every  man  who  is  an  active  pro- 
moter of  reconstruction  J  Look  at  the  scandalous,  abusive,  and  scurrilous  article  which 
appeared  in  the  New  York  World,  in  its  special  correspondence  from  Atlanta,  dated 
March  18,  in  which  it  deliberately  slanders  more  than  half  the  members  of  the  late  con- 
vention. Where  is  our  civilization  ?  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  miseries  which 
the  despised,  slandered,  persecuted.  Union  men  of  the  South  have  to  endure.  I  have 
sometimes  heard  them  cry  out  in  an  agony  bordering  on  despair,  '*  How  long,  O  Lord, 
how  long!" 

As  for  Colonel  Ashburn,  he  fiiUs  a  martyr  to  liberty— a  martyr  to  Southern  loyalty. 
He  was  one  among  the  very  few  men  in  Georgia  who  openly  resisted  the  secession 
mania  all  throngh  the  war-  He  avowed  his  loyalty  to  the  Federal  Union,  and  fought 
to  maintain  it.  For  this  he  was  most  cordially  detested  by  all  the  Southern  braves,  (?i 
who  only  showed  their  courage  by  pens  that  were  dipped  in  galL  Tliis  was  the  head 
and  front  of  his  offending.  After  the  war  he  returned  home  the  ardent  friend  and 
supporter  of  reconstruction  in  its  varions  phases,  as  they  successively  appeared,  until 
their  culmination  in  the  calling  of  the  late  constitutional  convention,  of  which  he  was 
a  member  from  the  county  of  Muscogee.  He  was  distinguished  more  for  Ids  patriotism 
than  for  learning,  eloquence,  or  intellectual  greatness  :imt  he  was  known  tnronghout 
the  Union  as  an  uncompromising  republican.  He  hsA  his  faults,  like  other  men ;  was 
sometimes  harsh,  and  advocated  extreme  measures,  and  did  not  always  temper  his 
views  and  measures  with  prudence.  But  in  the  convention  he  seemed  to  soften  down 
very  much ;  spoke  of  his  opponents  in  terms  of  kindness,  and  advocated  the  most  liberal 
and  generous  policy  toward  the  enemies  of  reconstruction-  For  a  time  it  seemed  that 
his  course  would  softeai  the  temper  of  his  political  enemies;  and  while  in  the  conven- 
tion one  of  them  came  in  at  a  timo  when  he  was  making  a  speech  in  favor  of  enfran- 
chising all  the  whites,  and,  expressing  surprise  at  his  liberal  idea?,  complimented  hiiii 
highly.  But  this  very  mildness  seemed  to  react  and  stimulate  the  hatred  of  his  foes, 
who  were  determined  on  opposing  any  constitution  the  convention  might  frame.  They 
seemed  to  be  enraged  because  there  were  not  features  in  the  constitution  which  would 
enable  them  to  defeat  it.  He  returned  to  Columbus  some  two  weeks  ago,  and  contin- 
ued to  act  in  the  same  subdued  and  conciliatory  spirit  to  the  moment  orjiis  deatli-  Ho 
had  done  nothing  to  provoke  the  murderous  revenge  of  his  enemies.  They  murdered 
him  purely  for  his  i)olitical  opinions  and  his  active  support  of  reconstruction-  They 
had  no  other  reason  to  hate  him-  As  he  lived  a  patriot,  ho  died  like  a  hero.  He  had 
a  pistol  in  his  hand  when  assailed,  but  seeing  that  he  was  overpowered  and  would 
certainly  ^e  killed,  refused  to  shed  any  blood;  but  he  boldly  confronted  his  assailants, 
and  received  his  fatal  wound  in  front.  Heroic  man!  Yet  some  of  the  papers  have  had 
the  meanness,  in  the  face  of  this  dauntlessness,  to  brand  him  with  cowardice.  One  of 
the  assassins  had  the  Indescribable  baseness  taslip  up  behind  and  shoot  him  from  the 
rear.  Another,  after  he  tiad  fallen,  and  was  dead  or  dying,  stooped  down  and,  under 
a  table,  shot  him  in  the  foot. 

This  terrible  deed  shonld  convince  the  people  of  this  nation  that  the  lives  of  Union 
men  are  Hot  yet  secure  in  Georgia.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  now  that  there  is  an 
extensive  organization  of  bad  men,  supjiorters  of  the  '*  lost  cause,"  who  are  sworn  to 
gratify  their  revengeful  hatred  by  midnight  assassinations.  This  mysterious  Klan  is 
applauded  by  the  pai>ers ;  their  vague  hints  of  terrible  deeds  are  copied  and  commented 
on  without  a  word  of  censure,  but  with  evident  approval  and  encouragement.  The 
infoinions  character  of  the  Kn-Klux  Elan  should  be  known,  and  the  American  people 
^oald  lose  no  time  in  seeking  its  suppression. 
Truly  yours, 

X  Y  Z 

COUJMBUS,  AjpiH  1,  1868L  Digitized  by  GoOgTc 
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Booms  Executive  Committee, 
Union  Republican  Party  op  Georgia, 

AUantOf  Georgia,  Noveniber  19, 1968. 
JSTcm.  W.  E.  Chandlery  Secretary  of  the  National  Bepublican  Executive  Committee : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  made  out  a  complete  tabular  analysis  of  the  official  returos  of 
the  presidential  election  in  Georgia,  which  I  herewith  forward  to  you.  The  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  conuties  are  divided  Into  twelve  sections,  of  eleven  counties  to 
each  section.  The  counties  are  not  taken  promiscuously,  as  appears  to  be  the  case  at 
the  first  glance  at  the  tables,  but  are  tabulated  according  to  a  certain  order — the  vote 
for  General  Grant  being  made  the  basis  of  classification^.and  the  sections  run  in  order, 
from  the  lowest  to  the  nighest  vote  cast  for  him,  beginniDg,  as  you  see,  from  the  fint 
table  with  the  eleven  counties  that  ffave  him  nothing.  These  figures  have  been  qoes- 
tioned  very  closely  in  every  point  of  view,  and  their  uniform  testimony  is  the  some. 
Figures  do  not  lie  when  properly  interrogated,  and  these  tell  their  own  tale  of  the 
fraud,  violence,  and  terrorism  by  which  Georgia,  with  a  clear  majority  of  at  least 
twenty  thousand  republican  voters,  has  been  managed  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  a  dem- 
ocrr>tic  majority  of  more  than  46,000 1 

These  different  sections  are  arranged  into  three  different  groups,  each  cominising 
forty-four  counties— ^xxst  one-third  or  the  whole  number  in  the  State.  Questioned  in 
this  way,  they  still  tell  their  story  of  outrage  and  wrong,  which  numerous  letters  from 
all  parts  of  the  State  confirm. 

1.  The  first  section  of  eleven  counties  contains  7,823  registered  voters,  with  a  Tdiite 
majority  of  onlv  705.  They  polled  in  April  last,  at  the  election  for  governor,  4,891 ;  on 
3d  November,  for  President,  4,116.  Gonion's  majority  over  Bullock  was  919,  and  Sey- 
mour's over  Grant  4,116 — the  whole  of  the  vote  polled  in  November. 

Is  it  not  strange  that  in  these  eleven  counties,  with  3,559  colored  voters,  there  was 
not  one  man,  white  or  colored,  to  cast  a  vote  for  General  Grant  t  It  does  not  appear 
that  a  single  coloied  man  voted  in  this  whole  section.  The  vote  iu  November  was  less 
by  775  than  in  April. 

2.  The  second  table  contains  10,727  registered  voters — the  colored  ms^rity  being 
853.  They  polled  in  April,  8,118,  and  in  November,  5,584—2,534  less  than  in  AjpriL 
They  save  Grant  onlv  87  votes  I  Three  of  the  counties  (Camden,  Oolambia,  and  Kan- 
dolph)  gave  him  only  one  vote  each;  and  one  (Chattahoochee)  gave  Iiim  only  three! 
The  result  here  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  Colutiibia  gave  Bullock  1,222  votes.  It  does 
not  appear  that  colored  jpersons  were  allowed  tp  vote  in  any  of  these  counties.  Jost 
think  I  Here  are  (in  sections  1  and  2)  twenty-two  counties  which  gave  Grant  onlj  87 
votes,  which  gave  to  Bullock  nearly  three  thousand. 

3.  The  whole  number  registered  in  the  3d  section  is  13,222.  The  colored  have  a 
majority  of  694.  These  counties  polled,  in  April,  9,417,  and  in  November,  6,637.  Gor- 
don's majority  was  2,345,  and  Seymour's  6,139 !    Grant  got  only  498  votes  I 

Here,  then,  are  thirty-three  counties  with  a  voting  population  of  31,772,  and  a  colored 
majority  of  842,  and  yet  these  counties  only  gave  Grant  575  votes.  Can  any  one  explain 
these  fiffures  so  as  to  show  that  colored  men  were  allowed  Jfreely  to  exercise  their  rig^t 
to  vote? 

4.  The  fourth  section  has  a  total  registration  of  11,343,  and  a  colored  majority  of  863. 
They  polled  8,824  in  April,  and  only  7,177  in  November.  Bullock's  minority  was  1,748, 
and  Seymour's  5,029 !    Grant  got  1,094. 

These  four  tables  make  up  the  first  group  of  forty-four  connties.  Let  us  scan  their 
aggregates.  The  whole  registration  is  43,105 — ^the  colored  minority  1,615.  They  x>olled 
in  April  30,750,  and  in  November  only  23,506.  Gordon's  majority  was  only  2,196y  wldle 
Seymour's,  with  7,244  less  lulled  than  in  April,  has  a  majority  of  20,1881  (|pant  got 
only  1,659  in  the  whole  group  of  forty-four  counties  I 

These  figures  plainly  show  where  the  terrorism  prevailed  to  the  greatest  extent. 
This  group  embraces  Columbia,  where,  with  1,854  colored  voters,  Grant  got  only  one 
vote.  It  includes  Mitchell,  where  the  Camilla  riot  occurred,  and  Stewart,  where  Dr- 
Blount,  a  staunch  republican,  was  driven  from  his  home.  These  figures  teach  that  few 
colored  men  throujQ;hout  this  group  of  counties  were  allowed  to  vote. 

5.  The  fifth  section  embraces  14,344  registered  voters,  with  a  white  nii^ority  of  1,9^ 
They  polled  in  April,  11,390,  and  in  November,  9,635.  Bullock's  majority  was  194,  and 
Seymour's  5,893.  Notwithstanding  the  poll  was  less  by  1,655  than  it  waa  in  April,  ih^o 
was  a  democratic  gain  of  5,699.  Still  these  eleven  counties  did  more  for  Grant  than 
all  the  forty-four  preceding — ^they  gave  him  1,871  votes.  The  large  white  m^ioriiy  in 
this  section  accounts  for  it.  There  were  more  white  republicans  in  these  covtnties,  and 
they  not  only  voted  themselves,  but  they  gave  moral  support  to  the  blacks  in  thur 
attempt  to  vote. 

6.  The  sixth  table  contains  16,070  registered  voters,  with  a  white  m^ority  of  1,7B(X 
They  polled  in  April,  12,517,  and  in  November,  10.735.  Gordon's  majority  was  only  3F5, 
while  Seymour's  amounted  to  5,267,  with  a  smaller  poll  by  1,782  than  in  ApriL  But 
these  counties  added  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  to  Grant's  vote  over  the  preceding  seotioiL 
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This  shows  that  the  causes  which  began  to  operate  in  the  pseceding  section  became 
more  successfnl  in  this.    Grant  got  2,734. 

7.  The  whole  registration  of  this  table  is  13,570.  with  r  white  miyority  of  7,106. 
They  polled  in  April,  10,157,  and  in  November,  10,783— a  number  nearly  equal  to  the 
white  vote.  Gordon's  majority  was  1,805,  and  Seymour's  3,543.  They  gave  Grant 
3,320.  Why  did  this  eleven  give  Grant  more  than  half  as  many  as  he  got  in  the  pre- 
eeding  sixty-six  counties f  Most  of  these  counties  are  in  the  "  White  Belt" — only  one 
cf  them  having  a  colored  mtgority.  The  white  repiiblicans  were  firmer  and  bolder, 
and  tli^  blacks  less  intimidated. 

8.  The  eighth  section  has  a  registered  vote  of  14,148,  and  a  white  majority  of  4,966. 
These  counties  polled  in  April,  10,532,  and  in  November,  11,832.  Notwithstanding  the 
large  ms^ority  of  white  voters,  Gordon's  majority  was  only  266,  while  Seymour's  was 
proportionately  less  than  in  some  of  the  earlier  divisions  where  there  were  colored  ma- 
jorities.   His  nugority  was  3,062 — General  Grant  got  4,385  yotes. 

This  completes  the  second  group  of  forty-four  counties,  and  the  following  are  the 
aggregate  results :  Registration,  57,098 ;  white  majority,  15,792.  Polled  in  April,  44,596 : 
hi  November,  42,985— less  than  in  April,  by  1,611.  Gordon's  majority  was  *2j452,  and 
Seymour's,  17,765.  It  is  evident  that  the  whito  republicans  througliout  this  group 
bad  a  desperate  struggle ;  but  they  met  the  enemy  manfully,  and  gave  him  the  best 
fight  they  could.  In  most  of  the  counties  the  white  element  predominates.  But  in 
some  of  them  there  are  large  colored  majorities.  They  were  in  those  sections,  however, 
where  they  were  not  allowed  to  vote,  to  any  large  extent.  This  accounts  for  the  largo 
majority  K>r  Seymour  in  this  group.  Such,  at  any  rate,  is  the  undeniable  testimony  of 
the  figures.  Horw  can  they  be  explaiued  upon  any  other  hypothesis  T  How  is  it  tnat 
Seymour's  majority  diminishes  proportionally  wherever  there  are  large  white  mt^jorities 
in  any  of  the  foregoing  sections  ? 

The  theory  which  these  figures  support  is,  that  from  some  cause,  or  by  some  means, 
■  the  colored  people  did  not  vote.  The  question  to  be  answered  now  by  any  one  who 
denies  cdercion  is,  why  the  colored  vote  is  not  developed  in  this  group  as  it  is  in  the 
following  one. 

9.  The  registration  for  this  section  is  20,217 ;  the  white  majority,  4,361 ;  polled  in 
April,  16,SK30,  and  in  November,  17,824.  Gordon's  majority  was  only  348,  and  Seymour's 
4,052.    Grant  cot  8,766  votes. 

10.  The  tentn  table  gives  23,108  voters,  with  a  colored  nugority  of  3,224.  Polled  in 
April  19^07,  and  in  November  21,028.  Bullock's  mtgority  was  3,005,  and  Se3rmonr's 
2,054.  Grant  received  9.487  votes.  This  range  of  counties  appears  to  have  had  more 
fairness  in  the  election  tnan  any  of  the  preening.  But  there  was  a  ^at  falling  off 
£rom  the  large  republican  minority  in  April.  The  various  causes  which  operated  to 
deter  freedmen  firom  voting,  still  operated^  but  with  diminished  force.  It  is  manifest 
that  the  white  republicans  exertea  more  mfiuence,  and  displayed  more  firmness  and 
boldness  than  in  any  of  the  foregoing  divisions. 

11.  This  section  has  28,113  voters,  with  a  colored  msgority  of  10,215.  They  polled 
S^195  in  April,  and  27,348  in  November.  Bullock's  majority  was  5.657.  Grant's  700 — 
the  only  section  that  gave  him  a  majority.  But  how  far  belo'^  Bullock's  t  The  causes 
enumerated  in  section  10  were  at  work  here  with  increased  vigor  and  success.  Lead- 
ing white  rej^nblicans  were  more  numerous,  and  they  strengthened  and  encouraged  the 
eoTored  men  m  their  efforts  to  vote. 

12.  This  last  table  of  the  series  contains  several  counties  which  were  either  omitted 
in  their  proper  places  or  returns  from  them  came  in  after  the  tables  were  commenced. 
One  of  them  (Towns)  still  remains  blank.  The  whole  number  of  voters  29,002.  Col- 
ored majority  1,796.  Foiled  in  April  24,457— in  November  26,723.  Bullock's  majority 
2,489.  Seymour's  2,883.  Perhaps  colored  men  who  fled  from  the  polls  in  Savannah 
when  tne  disturbance  occurred  would  have  overcome  this  migority  of  S^rmour  had 
they  remained  and  voted. 

This  completes  the  third  and  last  group  of  forty -four  counties.  The  summing  up  is 
as  follows :  ^ 

Registered  voters  100,440 ;  colored  mj\jority,  10,874 ;  polled  in  April  83,604— in 
November  92,923;  Bullock's  nuyority  10,986;  Seymour's  8,289.  The  entire  vote  for 
Greneral  Grant  in  this  ^up  is  42,317 — about  three-fourths  of  his  entire  vote  in  the 
State.  All  the  larger  cities  and  most  of  the  populous  counties  where  there  are  laige 
colored  minorities  are  in  this  group.  There  are  many  loading  white  republicans  who 
have  exerted  their  influence  and  given,  moral  support  to  the  humbler  class  of  voters. 

But  notwithstanding  all  this,  uiere  was  a  democratic  gain  of  19,275.  This  resulted 
from  rejected  colored  voters  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  and  other  party  manipulations 
of  the  democrats.  This  group  embraces  Chatham  County,  where  the  vote  for  Gordon 
was  only  2,762,  and  that  for  Seymour  4,643,  and  ^et  the  vote  for  Grant  was  2,316,  and  it 
is  said  several  thousand  blacks  left  the  polls  without  voting  after  the  difficulty  com- 
menced.   How  Seymour  could  have  got  so  large  a  m^ority  is  a  mysteiyto  all  but  the 
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GRAND  BESULT, 


Thererare  102,411  white,  and  98,507  colored  reffistered  Toten  in  Georgia— 200,918. 
There  were  polled  at  the  April  election  159,883,  and  in  November  (not  counting  Towns 
County)  159.414.    This  is  less  by  469  than  was  polled  in  April. 

A  material  element  in  this  resnlb  cannot  be  definitely  ascertained.  I  allude  to  tbe 
whites  who  were  disfranchised  at  the  election  in  April,  and  who  were  entitled  to  vote 
in  November.  The  number  is  variously  estimated  at  from  8^000  to  20,000,  and  they  in* 
crease  the  white  vote  by  so  much.  Bullock's  majority  over  Gordon  was  7>171,  and  Sey* 
mour's  over  Grant  46^242. 

The  great  bulk  of  the  vote  for  Grant  was  in  the  cities  and  towns  where  there  waa 
military  protection,  and  in  the  counties  where  there  were  leading  and  hard-woxking 
white  republicans. 

Seymour's  entire  vote  is  i^earlv  equal  to  the  white  registered  vote  of  the  State.  HiQ 
democrats  were  most  thoroughly  organized  all  over  the  State.  They  were  as  well 
drilled  as  an  army  of  veterans,  and  moved  with  perfect  concert  and  regularity.  If 
they  had  designed  to  make  a  show  of  getting  all  the  white  vote  of  the  State  wiUi  a 
view  of  supporting  their  pretensions  or  a  '*  wiiite  man's  government,"  and  arranged 
all  their  plans  for  tnat  end,  they  succeeded  most  admirably.  Bat  these  iiguxes  tell  oat 
the  tale.  Let  them  explain  them.  If  any  one  denies  that  there  were  fraud,  violence, 
intimidation,  coercing  of  colored  voters,  stuffing  of  ballot-boxes,  and  substituting  repiil>« 
lican  ballots  with  democrats,  let  them  explain  these  figures. 
Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  H,  CALDWELL, 
Meaiber  Naiianal  Eepubiican  Eioouiivc  Cowumttcem 
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Counties. 

Keglstered  voters. 

Vote  for  governor. 

Vote  for  Preddent 

•  . 

White. 

Colorod. 

Bullock. 

Gordon. 

Grant. 

Seymour. 
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822 
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652 
380 
925 

15 

257 
798 
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Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  23, 1871. 

NANCY  SUSAN  AAEON  swom  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUan.  What  is  yonr  age^  where  were  you  born,  and' where  do  you  now  live  t 

Answer,  I  am  going  on  tnirty-two  years  of  age ;  I  was  bom  in  Jackson  County, 
Georgia,  and  I  now  live  there. 

Qtj^UofL  Are  yon  married  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Mr,  Holliday's  T 

Answer,  Something  about  two  miles,  I  reckon. 

Qiiesiion,  Do  you  recollect  the  night  when  the  attack  was  made  upon  his  house  t 

Afiswer,  Yes,  sir,  I  recollect  it. 

Question,  Did  you  see  any  body  of  men  in  disguise  that  night  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  that  night. 

Question,  Did  you  see  any  bSbre  or  after  T 

Answer,  I  saw  them  before. 

Question,  How  often  before  t 

Answer,  I  saw  then^  once  a  great  while  before,  and  then  I  saw  them  twice  in  one 
night  just  a  week  before  the  attack  was  made  on  him. 

Question,  Did  they  ever  come  to  your  house  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  of  them  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  counted  thirty-six,  as  they  rode  two  and  two  abreast,  as  they  went 
out  of  the  gate  and  went  off. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  or  do  when  they  were  there  t 

Answer,  I  heard  the  noise  as  they  came  in  before  I  got  up.  I  said,  "What's  that  ?" 
William  Booth  said,  "  It  is  Ku-Klux."  I  went  to  the  door,  and  said,  "  I  reckon  it  is,  if 
there  is  any  such  thing."  My  husband  was  at  the  door,  and  they  said,  "  Are  you  a 
friend  to  the  Ku-Klux  f'  He  said,  "  In  all  that's  right."  They  said,  "  Who  else  is  in 
there  ?"  and  he  said,  "  William  Booth."  They  called  out  William  Booth  and  threatened 
him )  they  never  took  hold  of  him  or  did  anything  to  him. 

Question,  What  was  the  threat? 

Answer,  They  asked  him  if  he  obeyed  the  notification  of  a  few  weeks  before  that, 
and  he  said  that  he  had.  They  asked  if  he  was  right  sure,  and  he  said  that  he  was,  so 
far  as  he  could  carry  it  right.  He  said  they  had  promised  him  three  hundred  licks,  land 
if  that  did  not  take  the  nearest  way  to  his  heart,  they  would  double  it,  to  turn  and  hin 
'Wife  both. 
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Question,  To  what  did  they  refer  T 

Anstoer.  It  was  because  he  and  his  wife  did  not  agiee  well,  bo  it  waa  said  in  tho 
neighborhood.    He  was  pretty  bad  to  drink. 
QtiesUon,  He  was  at  your  house  that  night  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  What  did  he  say  1 
Answer.  He  said  right  smart,  but  I  cannot  now  recollect  particolarly  what  be  did 

say* 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  to  your  husband  T 

Answer.  Yes.  sir,  they  said  some  few  words  to  him.  They  did  not  give  him  any 
threats,  thou^u. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  to  Booth  about  his  knowing  who  it  was  that  sent 
that  notice  to  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  did.  They  said  they  understood  he  had  said  it  was  not  the 
Ku-Klux  company  that  put  up  those  orders,  that  he  had  accused  some  of  his  devilish 
neighbor  boys.  They  asked  him  whether  he  said  that  or  not.  He  held  up  his  right 
hand,  and  said  that  he  would  suffer  that  to  be  severed  from  his  body  if  he  said  any 
such  thing. 

Question,  It  was  reported  that  they  were  going  to  treat  him  in  this  manner,  and  had 
threatened  him,  because  he  and  his  wife  did  not  get  along  well  together  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  because  he  was  drinking  and  laying  off  from  home  rather  late  at 
night,  later  than  they  seemed  to  think  he  ought  to. 

Qu^tion.  And  they  were  going  to  whip  his  wife  t 

Answer.  They  said  so. 

Question.  Whyt 

Answer.  Because  he  and  she  did  not  get  along  well  together ;  they  quarreled  right 
smart,  I  suppose. 

Question.  What  sort  of  people  were  Booth  and  his  wife  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  anything  against  them.  I  do  not  reckon  they 
are  the  smartest  kind  of  people.  They  are  not  very  smart.  That  is  all  that  can  be  said 
against  them.   They  do  not  harm  anybody,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  Mr.  Booth  voted  in  the  last  election  t 

Answer.  No,*  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  understand,  the  Booths  are  harmless  and  inoffensive,  and  not 
veiy  smart  people! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Batabd  : 
Question.  Were  yon  before  the  grand  jury  here  T 
Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  In  what  cases  f 

Answer.  I  was  asked  some  questions  before  the  grand  Jury  that  I  have  not  been  asked 
here. 

By  the  Chairmak  : 

QuesUon.  What  did  they  ask  yon  T 

Answer.  They  wanted  to  know  if  I  recognized  anybody.  I  said  I  recognized  only 
one,  Jack  Finch,  and  I  Judged  about  him  £rom  the  position  he  sat  on  his  horse. 

Question.  You  were  brought  here  to  testify  as  to  this  man  Finch,  whom  you  supposed 
you  saw  then  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  took  it  to  be  him  from  the  way  he  sat  on  his  horse ;  that  was  the 
only  reason. 


Atlanta,  Geobgu,  Octoler  23, 1871. 
F.  M.  HOLLIDAY  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  old  are  you ;  where  were  you  bom ;  where  do  you  ncywr  live,  and  what 
is  your  occupation  t 

Answer.  I  am  about  thirty-five  years  of  age ;  I  was  bom  and  raised  In  Jackson 
County,  in  this  State,  and  I  live  there  when  I  am  at  home ;  farming  has  been  my 
occupation  all  my  life. 

Ques^on.  State  to  the  committee  what  you  know  about  the  operations  of  people  called 
Ku-Elux,  in  your  county. 

Answer.  There  has  been  a  cveat  deal  of  disturbance  there  among,the  citizens,  both 
black  and  white ;  they  seem  to  have  a  particular  spite  against  the  few  individuals  who 
will  not  take  an  active  hand,  and  particularly  at  a  brother  of  mine  and  a  few  others, 
m  the  first  place,  they  took  a  stana  against  my  brother  for  his  principles  on  account  of 
his  speaking  a^ilnst  the  Ku-Klux.  Then  again  he  was  not  in  favor  of  secession,  and 
AS  always  spoken  against  that.    He  tried  to  prevail  on  them  not  to  run  off  his  hjind% 
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and  said  that  he  did  not  want  to  injare  them,  that  he  wonid  rather  they  would  let  his 
hands  alone  without  being  made  to  do  it,  bnt  if  they  did  mn  them  off  he  would  panish 
them  if  he  could. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  their  hayinff  molested  him  in  any  way  1 

Answer,  Well,  sir^  I  suppose  they  went  there,  m>m  the  si^s  I  haye  seen,  and  that 
they  went  in  on  him  at  the  hour  of  midnight  and  shot  his  house  i^ll  of  holes,  and 
tried  to  mob  him.    Since  then  they  have  burned  up  his  mill-house  and  property. 

Question,  When  was  that  t 

Answer,  That  was  on  Saturday;  I  haye  not  seen  it  myself,  but  his  miller  told  me  so. 
They  have  burned  up  his  mill-house,  and  cotton-mill,  and  gin-house,  and  all  tiie  cotton 
he  had  in  there,  and  a  portion  of  mj^  cotton. 

Question,  Ton  have  that  information  from  the  miller  T 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  you  heard  this  f 

Answer.  Within  about  three  or  four  miles  of  Athens. 

Question,  How  far  fix)m  your  house  t 

Answer.  About  eight  miles. 

Question,  Where  were  you  going.T 

Answer,  I  was  going  to  a  relative  of  mine  on  some  little  business. 

Question.  Why  did  you  come  here  T 

Answer,  To  rejwrt  the  circumstancofi  to  my  brother  and  his  friends,  and  to  see  what 
had  become  of  him.  I  was  told  that  it  was  re|)orted  down  there  that  he  had  started 
for  this  place,  but  had  been  arrested  at  Gainesville ;  and  that  it  was  stated  that  if  he 
did  come  on  here  he  never  should  get  back.  More  than  that,  three  of  those  men,  Stewart 
McElhannon,  Thomas  McElhannon,  and  Pender^rast,  told  the  miller  that  he  had  better 
go  away  from  there  or  he  would  be  killed,  and  his  property  bumed  up. 

Question.  How  much  property  in  value  was  destroyed! 

Answer.  Between  $8,000  and  |10,000  worth,  I  should  think.  It  was  as  good  a  mer- 
chant-mill as  any  man  could  get  up.  Then  there  was  a  cotton-^n,  with  a  number  one 
iron  screw,  some  three  or  four  bales  of  cotton,  some  wheat  that^elonged  to  a  brother- 
in-law  of  mine,  some  lumber,  some  mechanical  tools,  and  one  thing  or  another. 

Question.  How  did  these  threats  against  your  brother  come  to  your  knowledge  1 

Answer,  I  was  there  one  day  at  the  mill,  and  a  couple  of  young  men  by  the  name  of 
Jim  Harvey  and  Green  Martin  came  down  there  and  attacked  him  about  something  he 
should  have  said  about  the  Eu-Klux.  He  said,  "  I  don't  deny  it ;  I  sent  you  word  not 
to  interfere  with  my  hands,  arfd  if  you  did  I  would  put  the  law  on  you ;  if  you  run  my 
hands  off  I  will  hurt  you ;  just  let  them  alone  and  I  will  not  interfere  with  you."  And 
they  have  been  at  him  ever  since. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  these  disguised  men  yourself  T 

Ansufer.  I  have  not  seen  them  in  disguise,  but  I  have  heard  of  them  all  the  time. 

Question.  Through  what  extent  of  country  have  you  heard  of  them  1 

Answer.  From  the  Mulberry  River  clean  on  out  into  Gwinnett,  between  here  and 
Jackson. 

Question,  How  many  miles  T 

Answer,  I  can  hear  of  them  for  some  forty  or  fifty  miles. 

Question.  Have  you  an^  idea,  or  opinion,  or  knowledge,  as  to  the  number  of  men  who 
belong  to  that  organizaticm  1 

Answer,  I  cannot  say ;  but  from  what  I  can  learn  from  citizens  around  me,  I  suppose 
there  are  some  thirty  or  forty,  may  be  more,  right  in  that  settlement.  I  have  under- 
stood, fjx)m  a  friend  of  mine,  that  there  are  either  9,000  or  19,000  Ku-Klux  in  Georgia. 
This  came  from  a  friend  of  mine  on  the  Saturday  before  I  left.  It  was  overheard  at  a 
Ku-Klux  meeting. 

Question.  Did  some  of  your  people  meet  together  and  pass  resolutions,  directly  after 
your  brother's  house  was  attacked,  which  were  published  in  the  newspaper  at  Athens  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the:^^  met  and  had  a  barbecue,  from  what  I  heard ;  it  was  common 
talk ;  and  they  were  ^oing  to  raise  a  petition,  and  get  as  many  to  sign  it  as  they  could, 
to  put  down  Ku-Kluxmg. 

Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  paper  that  has  those  proceedings  in  it  f 

Answer.  I  have  not,  but  I  can  get  one.    I  think  old  J.  J.  Floumoy  has  it. 

Question,  State  any  other  doings  of  theirs,  any  violations  of  law  that  they  have  been 
guilty  of  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge. 

Answer,  f^m  what  I  have  heard  I  suppose  thej  have  been  tearing  up  the  neighbors 
about  there,  threatening  hands  at  work  for  certain  men.  They  threatened  the  Jiiands 
of  brother  and  drove  them  off  last  week ;  they  all  quit  early  Saturday  morning. 

Question.  How  long  have  these  Ku-Klux  operations  been  foina  on  in  your  county  T 

Answer.  They  have  been  going  on  in  my  settlement  ever  smce  &8t  August  was  twelvo 
months. 

Question.  What  was  the  first  sign  of  them  which  you  saw  f 

Answer.  A  parcel  of  youngsters  got  along  on  the  road,  these  IFlnches,  and  Hewitts, 
and  Harveys,  and  Collinses,  and  got  into  a  dispute  there  and  got  into  a  little  fight. 
Shortly  after  that  Ku-Klnxing  commenced  right  in  the  settlement  among  the  hands^ 
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and  the  party  ran  off  and.  went  to  Athens.  That  was  the  first  attack.  Then  from  that 
they  took  to  ordering  white  men,  civilized  people,  at  the  dead  honr  of  midni^t,  and 
telhng  them  what  to  do  or  they  would  take  them  out  and  hickory  them. 

Question,  How  often  have  yon  heard  of  their  riding  at  night  f 

Jnmcer,  Ten  or  fifteen  times  or  more ;  as  a  ceneraT  thing,  once  in  every  two  weeks. 
Also,  in  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen  months  they  have  been  putting  np  notices  that 
they  intend  to' make  a  visit  at  a  certain  time,  and  they  always  come  within  a  day  or 
two  of  the  time  when  they  had  notified  them  they  would  come. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Question,  You  never  saw  any  of  these  i>eople  yourself? 

Answer,  1  have  never  seen  them  in  disguise. 

Question.  All  you  have  stated  here  is  based  upon  rumor  f 

Answer,  It  is  just  what  I  have  learned. 

Question,  The  destruction  of  your  brother's  property  was  reported  to  you  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  by  the  miller. 

Question,  Where  is  he  f 

Anstoer,  He  is  now  in  brother's  own  house,  in  possession  of  it  while  my  brother  is  in 
Atlanta. 

QuesUon,  How  far  from  your  brother's  house  was  his  mill  T 

Ansicer,  Just  about  a  quarter. 

Question,  He  merely  informed  you  of  the  destruction  of  the  mill  by  fire  f 

Ansu?er,  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  said  I  ought  to  see  something  about  it. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  your  brotner  since  he  arrivea  in  Atlanta  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  he  said  where  he  has  been  since  he  came  here  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  that  he  has  been  miles  from  town  here,  walking  aboit 
among  the  peoi)le  of  the  country  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Your  brother  is  safe  and  well  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Nobody  has  disturbed  him  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  it  was  said  he  never  should  go  back  there  any  more. 

Question,  He  is  perfectly  well  and  safe  now  T 

Answer.  Yes^sir. 

By  the  Chatrman  : 

Question.  It  was  reported  to  the  man  who  was  living  at  his  house,  that  your  brother 
had  been  arrested  ana  had  not  got  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  that  if  he  had  got  here  he  never  would  be  allowed  to  come  back. 

Question.  There  was  no  truth  in  those  reports  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  your  brother's  course  on  the  subject  of  secession.  'Whit 
was  your  course  during  the  war  t 

Answer.  I  voted  the  Union  ticket,  but  they  forced  me  out  by  the*  conscript  law,  and 
I  staid  in  the  service  twelve  mouths  and  a  little  better.  I  bought  my  way  out,  and 
then  they  arrested  me  and  put  me  right  in  ac^ain.  They  swept  me  out  and  left  me  juflt 
like  a  freedman  at  the  end  of  the  war.  I  had  only  a  little  piece  of  land  of  about  twen^ 
acres  or  so. 

Question.  How  have  you  been  voting  since  the  war  T 

Answer.  Just  as  I  did  before  the  war,  the  Union  ticket;  and  I  expect  to  continue  to 
do  so  if  they  kill  me  for  it.  I  said  in  camp  that  my  father  fought  for  the  GoTemment, 
and  built  up  a  government  better  than  any  corrupt  set  of  people  could  do  it  afterward. 

Question.  Yet  you  were  compelled  to  fight  against  the  fiag  of  your  country  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  never  was  in  favor  of  secession. 

Question,  You  know  of  nothing  else  in  connection  with  this  matter  f 

Answer.  Nothing  of  much  importance  that  I  can  recollect  at  this  time. 


Atlakia^  GeorgUi  October  23,  187L 
SABAH  ANN  STUBTEVANT  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chatrman  : 
Question.  State  your  agcL  where  you  were  bom.  and  where  you  now  live. 
Answer.  I  expect  I  am  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  old ;  I  was  born  in  Watton 
County ;  and  lUve  in  that  county  now.  jigitized  by  tjOG  ' 

Question.  Are  you  married  t  *^ 
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Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  At  what  place  are  yon  living  1 

Answer,  I  am  living  on  the  place  where  old  Mr.  Beeves  used  to  live ;  the  same  place 
where  Charley  Smith  lives. 

Question,  Aie  there  any  people  in  the  connty  called  Ea-Elax  T 

Answer,  Tes/rir. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  seen  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  nine  at  our  house  at  the  time  they  whipped  me,  my  brother, . 
and  sister. 

Question,  When  was  that  f 

Answer,  It  has  been  five  weeks  ago-^going  on  six  weeks  now. 

Question,  Were  they  riding  or  waking  when  they  came  there  f 

Answer,  They  walked  np  to  oar  house,  but  they  had  horses  hitched  over  on  the  road, 
in  an  old  field. 

Question,  Did  they  have  on  common  clothes,  or  were  they  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  They  were  disguised. 

Question,  How  were  they  disguised  f 

Answer,  They  had  lust  common  breeches,  buttoned  Just  as  little  boys  wear  them,  and 
dlATuises  over  their  mces-HSome  red  and  some  black. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  f  . 

Answer,  They  gave  me  forty  licks  with  a  hickory,  and  kicked  me  once  in  the  head, 
and  hit  me  on  the  back  of  the  head  with  a  pistol.  * 

Question,  What  did  they  do  when  they  firat  came  1 

Answer,  When  they  first  came  into  the  yard  they  came  to  the  door,  and  Charley 
Smith  ran  out,  and  tiiey  caught  him.  They  told  him  to  stand,  and  fie  told  them  he 
would  stand.  They  commeneed  beating  him  in  the  back  with  rocks  and  pistols  and 
kicking  bto.  He  inquired  what  he  had  done,  and  they  said  it  was  no  matter  what  he 
had  done ;  that  they  nad  been  going  for  him  for  a  long  time,  and  had  caught  him  now, 
and  were  going  to  pay  him  up.    They  then  commenced  beating  him  with  a  hickoiy. 

Question,  Who  is  he  1 

Answer,  He  is  my  brother. 

Qtiestion,  Is  he  older  or  younger  than  yon  f 

Answer,  He  is  older— the  oldest  child  mother  has  got. 

Question,  How  came  they  to  attack  you  f    Just  go  on  and'tell  us  what  they  did. 

Answer,  I  asked  them  wnat  they  whipped  me  for,  and4;hey  said  they  had  not  heard 
I  had  done  anything,  but  they  wanted  to  give  me  a  little  shillala  for  fear  I  would 
sauce  white  women. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  you  over  your  clothes  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  stnpped  them  off,  and  fastened  them  around  my  waist. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  you  standing  up  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  made  me  sit  down  on  the  ground. 

Question,  What  did  they  whip  you  with  ? 

Answer,  With  hickories.  One  of  them  had  a  wagon-whip,  and  he  whipped  me  with 
the  stag;  he  would  not  whip  me  with  the  whip  part. 

Question,  How  many  of  them  struck  you  ? 

Answer,  There  were  nine  of  them,  and  all  struck  me. 

Question,  How  many'licks  apiece  did  they  give  you  T 

Answer,  They  gave  me  five  hcks  aj^iece. 

Question,  How  many  struck  you  with  the  whip  f 

Answer,  Just  one.  They  all  had  hickories  but  one.  The  one  that  hit  me  the  first 
lick  had  a  whip,  and  he  hit  me  once  and  walked  off,  and  then  the  others  whipped  me 
with  a  stick  all  the  time. 

QuesUon,  Did  they  hurt  you  much  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  break  the  skin  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  after  they  £[ot  through  whipping  you  T 

Answer,  They  asked  us  if  we  were  going  to  watch  them.  We  said,  "  No."  They 
Baid  they  would  leave  two  or  three  wild  men  to  see  if  we  would  watch  them. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  any  others  except  you  and  your  brother  t 

Answer,  They  whipped  my  brother's  wife. 

Question,  How  mucn  did  they  whip  her  T 

Answer,  They  cave  her  fifty  licks. 

Question,  Did  Siey  whip  her  over  her  clothes  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  made  her  strip  them  off. 

Question,  Did  the  same  men  whip  her  that  whipped  yon  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question  Whom  did  they  whip  first  t  C^  r^r^r^\r> 

Answer,  Thgy  whipped  her  first  Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 

QuestiMU  What  reason  did  they  give  Ibr  whipping  any  of  yon  f 
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Answer,  They  never  gave  any  at  a]l ;  neyer  said  what  they  whipped  us  for. 

Question.  What  time  was  this,  in  the  day-time  or  night  t 

Answer,  In  the  night. 

Question,  What  time  of  night  f 

Answer.  Betwixt  9  and  10  o'clock. 

Question.  Had  you  gone  to  hed  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion.  How  did  they  get  in  the  honse  f 

Answer.  They  came  there  once  .before  along  in  March,  and  my  brother  got  awaj. 
They  left  word  with  his  wife  that  when  they  came  again  he  had  better  stand,  for  if  bo 
were  betwixt  hell  and  heayen  they  wonld  get  him ;  and  if  they  got  him  they  wonld 
make  mince-meat  of  him ;  that  if  they  got  him  they  would  hang  him  up  on  the  first 
limb  jdong  the  road,  and  no  on6  would  know  who  did  it.  And  we  have  Deen  expect- 
ing them  ever  since. 

Question,  Did  you  open  the  door  t 

Answer,  My  brother  opened  the  door  to  get  away  ftom  them;  but  they  weie  all 
around  the  honse,  and  fastened  on  him. 

Question.  How  many  came  there  the  first  time  in  March  f 

Answer,  There  were  nine  or  ten  in  the  yard ;  I  do  not  know  how  many  were  out  with 
the  horses. 

Question,  Did  they  do  anything  that  time  t 

idnswer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  gave  me  three  licks,  and  gave  ray  brother's  wifo  three  licks. 
They  ran  me  off,  and  I  sat  out  in  an  old  field  about  an  hour. 

Oiestion.  Did  they  hit  you  as  you  were  running,  or  did  they  hold  you  f 

Answer,  Thev  made  me  stand,  and  said  that  if  1  ran  they  would  shoot  me  down. 

Question.  Did  they  make  you  take  off  your  clothes  the  first  time  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  your  sister-in-law  now  1 

Answer.  She  is  down  in  the  city.  They  let  her  off  here  to-day  becaose  she  was  nek, 
and  she  did  not  come. 

Question.  What  is  her  name  f 

Answer.  Caroline  Smith. 

Question.  How  many  came  to  your  house  the  last  time  f 

Answer.  I  saw  nine. 

Question.  And  all  of  them  whipped  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  but  one. 

ByMr.  Scofield: 
Question.  Did  they  attack  anybody  else  that  night  in  your  neighbo^ood  T 
Answer.  Yes.  sir,  Kat  Stales ;  and  there  was  another  gentleman,  but  I  do  not  know 
what  he  calls  nis  name. 
QuesHoTL  What  did  they  do  to  them  1  . 

Answer,  They  whipped  them.  ^ 

Qiiesiion,  Were  they  colored  people  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  all  they  did  that  night  that  you  know  of  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question,  Did  you  know  any  of  them  1 
Ansioer.  I  knew  two  of  them. 
Question.  What  are  their  names  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Samuel  Rich  and  Mr.  William  Felker.    Mr.  Bich  hit  me  the  first  lick. 
Question,  Where  is  your  brother  T 
Answer,  He  is  down  stairs,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Scofieu): 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  them  come  by  the  house  any  other  night  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  Mr.  Felker  had  my  daughter  hired  there,  and  he  had  been  diinkiiig, 
and  swoi^  that  he  would  whip  me  or  my  daughter,  one,  or  bum  my  house  orer  my 
head. 

By  Mr.  Bayabd:. 

Question,  What  had  Mr.  Rich  against  vou  T 

Anewer,  Nothing  at  all  that  I  Imew  oh 

Question.  Had  they  been  doing  anything  they  were  afindd  yoa  would  te&  off 

Answer,  I  reckon  they  had. 

Qaetffam.  What  was  it  t 

Afower.  They  had  been  carrying  on  some  distilling  these. .  .,   ^  ^  dr^ocblp 

©nefKoii.  Making  whisky?  ^  jgitzed  by  ^^00^1L 

insiwer.  Yes,  sir. 
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QuesHon.  Thoy  thonght  that  yon  knew  it  f 

Insurer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm.  And  they  were  alhiid  you  would  inform  on  tfaem  t 

Answer.  I  reckon  they  thonght  I  would  report  them. 

Queatiim,  Afbd  that  was  why  they  whipped  you,  to  keep  you  firom  telling  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  reckon.    They  never  said,  bat  I  allowed  that  was  it. 

Question,  How  many  of  them  were  engaged  in  the  <fistilling  business  do  you  think  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  but  three.  ^ 

Qti69tt<m.  Had  they  men  eu^agcd  to  run  off  the  whisky  for  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  wh^her  they  had  or  not. 

Question,  How  far  away  from  your  house  was  that  still  ? 

Answer.  About  a  mile. 

Question,  Was  it  in  the  woods  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  a  field,  but  it  was  down  under  the  hilL 

Question,  Was  it  in  a  cave  t 

Answer,  There  was  a  cave  there,  so  they  say ;  I  never  saw  the  cave. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  still  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  see  them  making  whisky  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  know  you  saw  it  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. '  I  had  to  go  t^ere  to  get  meal  away  along  in  March. 

Question,  They  were  using  corn-meal  to  make  whisky  off 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesOon,  Did  you  ever  report  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  brought  before  the  grand  jury  here  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  give  your  testimony  before  thtoi  t  •  ' 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  report  against  them  for  whipping,  or  for  distilling  t 

Answer.  For  whipping.     -^ 

Question,  Were  you  asked  anything  about  distilling  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  not  on  that  account  you  were  summoned  f 

Ansu^er.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  were  summoned  at  this  term  of  the  court  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  23, 1671. 
LETTY  MILLS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  What  is  your  a^,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  now  live  t 

Answer,  I  am  going  on  thirty  years  old.  I  was  bom  in  Walton  County,  about  four- 
teen miles  from  Decatur.  I  was  living  in  Walton  County,  but  the  Ku-Klux^ah  us  up 
here. 

Question.  The  Eu-Elux  ran  you  away  from  Walton  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer,  On  the  19th  of  March. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  about  that. 

Answer.  They  broke  in  on  us  one  night  when  we  were  abed.  I  heard  them  and  waked 
Gns,  my  husband,  and  told  him  that  I  knew  there  were  Kn-Klux  coming.  He  said 
thOT  were  not,  but  some  one  going  turkey-hunting ;  I  said  they  were  Ku-Klux.  After 
awhile  they  knocked  at  the  door  and  told  us  twice  to  open  the  door.  Gus  made  a  boy 
we  had  hired  get  up  and  open  the  door  and  let  them  in.  Felker  came  in  and  told  the 
boy  Tobe  to  strike  a  light.  He  struck  a  match  and  lit  the  light-  wood,  and  made  a 
light.  He  told  Tobe  to  pull  off  his  clothes,  and  he  made  Gus  get  up  and  pull  off  his 
clothes.  Then  he  came  back  and  told  me  to  strip  off*.  He  made  us  get  down  on  our 
knees  and  he  gave  us  a  good  beating.  He  made  Gus  stretch  out  on  the  floor,  and  he 
gave  him  a  gc^  beating.  He  went  around  and  straok  us  on  the  head  with  a  pistol, 
and  I  never  have  been  right  in  my  head  again.  My  little  girl  began  to  cry,  and  ha 
went  to  her  and  told  her  that  if  she  did  not?  hush  he  would  mash  her.  ^  C^  r\r\n\(> 

Question,  iHow  old  was  your  girl  ?  by  VjUU^  v^ 

Answer,  Four  years  old. 

3oa 
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Question,  Had  you  any  children  younger  than  that  T 

Answer,  I  have  one  going  on  two  years  now  and  a  baby. 

Question  Where  was  the  baby  t 

Answer.  It  was  lying  in  the  bed ;  it  never  waked. 

Question,  Was  it  in  the  house  that  they  whipped  you  T  i 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  came  in  and  shut  the  door,  five  of  them. 

Question,  Yon  say  they  told  yt>u  to  come  out  t 

Ansicer,  Well,  we  were  in  a  room,  and  Mr.  Felker  stood  by  the  door  and  made  us 
come  out  one  by  one,  and  pull  off  our  clothes ;  aud  then  he  stood  at  the  door  of  the 
house  to  prevent  us  from  going  out.  I  never  offered  to  do  it,  but  I  reckon  they  thought 
we  would  do  so. 

Question,  Did  they  make  you  strip  off  your  clothes  T 

Answer,  They  made  me  pull  off  down  to  the  waist,  and  they  made  the  men-folks 
strip  off  their  shirts  and  then  puU  down  their  breeches. 

Questio7i.  What  did  they  do  to  your  husband  t 

Answer.  They  made  him  go  down  on  his  knees,  and  then  they  made  him  stretch  out 
on  the  floor. 

Question,  How  old  was  the  boy  you  had  hired  f 

Answer,  He  was  about  sixteen,  a  young  strip  of  a  boy  we  had  hired  to  help  us  work. 

■Question,  How  many  blows  did  they  ^ive  you  t 

Answer,  There  were  four  of  them  whipped  us :  I  did  not  know  any  but  Mr.  Felker; 
when  ho  gave  orders  they  would  move,  and  I  knew  he  was  the  head  one  in  the  Ka- 
Eluxin^  business. 

Question.  How  many  blows  apiece  did  they  ^ve  you  T 

Answer.  They  whipped  us  all  around  with  hickories,  I  do  not  know  how  many  licks, 
and  then  they  struck  us  with  pistols. 

Question,  Did  they  givfe  you  five  blows,  or  fifty  blows  t 

Answer,  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  the  number  of  licks ;  as  quick  as  one  would 
get  done  beating  another  would. fall  in  and  beat  us. 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 
Question,  Did  they  have  on  any  disguise  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  of  them  had  on  white  dresses  but  Mr.  Felker ;  he  had  on  a  dis- 

fnise,  but  his  clothes  were  the  same  he  had  on  all  day ;  for  I  had  beto  to  his  store,  and 
knew  his  voice  and  his  clothes^  but  I  was  afraid  to  say  anything. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  he  have  a  store  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  a  store  where  we  traded. 

Question,  How  far  did  you  live  from  his  store  t 

Answer,  1  can  hardly  tell  you  how  far ;  about  two  hundred  yards,  I  reckon. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  he  was  whipping  yon  that  way  for  f 

Answer,  He  never  said,  or,  if  he  did,  I  did  not  hear  it. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  he  whipped  you  for  1 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  your  husband  owing  him  anything  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He  had  been  over  to  the  store  that  evening  and  cnrried  over  some 
pigs.  Mr.  Felker  was  distilling;  Gus  carried  him  the  pigs,  and  asked  for  a  box  to 
carry  jbhe  pigs  to  the  still-house. 

Question,  Had  your  husband  been  making  a  crop  there  7 

Answer.  He  was  breaking  up  ground  there,  fixing  to  plant  cotton  and  com. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  to  you  about  leaving  and  going  away  from  there  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  1  believe  not ;  they  did  not  to  me. 
y   Question,  Did  they  to  your  husband  f 

/    Answer,  He  says  they  told  him  to  stay  right  there  on  the  farm,  and  not  say  anytiung 
/about  the  whipping :  for  if  he  did,  swinging  would  bo  his  portion  next. 
/     Question,  How  could  they  have  said  it  to  him  without  your  hearing  it  T 
I     Answer,  After  they  had  got  done  whipping  him  they  carried  him  out  and  made  him 
let  down  the  fence  for  them  to  go  out ;  and  they  told  him  to  keep  stiU.    He  was  gens 
About  an  hour  before  he  got  back. 

Question,  Where  is  your  husband  T 

Answer.  In  Atlanta. 

Question,  What  is  his  name? 

Ansvoer,  Gus  Mills. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  people  they  disturbed  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  whipped  lots  there  that  night  before  they  got  to  our  luMUs; 
when  they  got  through  with  us  day  was  breaking,  and  they  left  us. 

Question,  What  others  did  they  whip  T  rvoaJp 

Answer,  They  whipped  this  woman  that  came  in  here ;  they  whippdaVftblrBeiiaAeU. 

Qwstion,  How  far  did  you  live  fix)m  Sarah  Ann  Sturtevant  T 
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Answer,  About  two  miles,  I  reckon. 

Question,  Had  there  ever  been  any  difficulty  between  yon  and  Mr.  Felker  f 
Answer,  No,  air. 

Question,  There  has  been  no  disturbance  of  any  kind  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  we  never  had  any  such  thing  with  the  white  folks ;  we  always  had 
"vrhat  we  wanted  at  his  store. 

Question,  How  long  after  they  came  to  your  house  did  you  stay  there  ? 

Answer,  I  staid  there  four  weeks ;  Gns  came  awav  as  soon  as  day,  right  away. 

Question,  Did  any  of  them  come  to  see  you  after  he  was  gone  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  moved  out  of  the  house  there. 

QuesUon,  Have  you  seen  Felker,  from  that  day  to  thist 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  saw  him  here  the  other  day ;  they  had  him  up  here. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  him  t 

Ansufer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  ^ou  speak  to  him  in  Walton,  before  you  left  there  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  said  anything  to  him  any  way. 

By  Mr.  Batabd  : 

Question,  You  say  you  recognized  William, Felker  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  Was  he  disffuised  t 

Answer,  He  just  had  his  face  disguised. 

Question,  He  keeps  a  store  there  in  the  neighborhood  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  he  distilling  liquor  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  all  the  time. 

Question.  Was  he  afraid  of  the  revenue  officers  t 

Answer,  I  never  heard  him  sa^ :  he  was  distilling  all  the  time. 

Question,  Was  he  distilling  witnout  a  license  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  had  a  license  or  not. 

Question.  Was  his  still  in  a  secret  placef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
.    Ques1i4)n,  Was  he  afraid  you  would  inform  on  himt 

Ansioer,  I  suppose  he  came  around  to  see  if  I  expressed  my  opinion  about  what  I 
-would  do. 

Qu^tion,  You  say  you  saw  him  here  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  summoned  before  the  grand  Jury  as  a  witness  to  testify  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  Was  it  about  his  still  that  you  testified  f 

Answer,  I  did  not,  but  Gus  did. 

Question.  Were  you  examined  as  a  witness  about  this  whipping  which  you  have 
described  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questioin,  Do  you  know  Judge  Caldwell  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Pope,  the  district  attorney  t 

Ans%Der,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  who  examined  youT 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  only  went  before  the  grand  jury  and  made  a  statement  there  T 

u^iMif^er.  ThatisaU. 

Question,  Did  you  tell  the  ^rand  jury  what  you  have  told  us  T 

Answer.  All  but  the  distilling. 

Qu^tion,  Was  Mr.  Fdker  arrested? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  brought  him  up  here. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  brought  up  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  see  him  when  he  first  came  here  1 
.    Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  haud-cufifedt 

Ansu)€r,  No,  sir ;  not  when  I  saw  the  bailiff  march  him  up  in  the  court-house. 

Question,  How  many  men  did  you  see  there  f 

Answer,  Five. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  see  any  disguised  men  except  at  that  time? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  the  only  time  you  ever  saw  any  T  « 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  all  the  rest  that  you  have  told  us  is  mere  talk  in  your  neighlx^ood  f 

Answer,  Yes,  air. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  made  you  think  they  were  Eu-Rliix  when  yon  heard  them  eoBung 
npT 

Answer,  Well,  there  had  been  so  much  talk  of  Kn-Elnx  about  there  th«t  I  had  been 
expecting  them.  We  had  heard  of  their  going  about  so  much  that  I  sidd  they  wMld 
come  down  on  ns  next. 

QnestUm,  How  long  bad  they  been  going  about  through  the  country  t 

Answer,  Last  year  and  year  before  I  heard  of  them. 

Question,  What  did  you  hear  of  their  doin^t 

Answer,  I  heaid  of  their  shaking  hands  with  people,  and  then  leaving  thcnr  hands 
in  folks's  hands ;  I  heard  of  their  drinking  water,  and  of  their  ^ing  in  and  teiling 
about  their  bursting  out  of  tombs  and  rising  from  the  dead.  I  kept  feeling  afraid  an 
the  time  of  the  Ku-Klux.  Every  noise  I  would  hear  in  the  night,  after  they  Imd  be- 
gan to  get  near,  I  would  fear  they  were  coming  in  on  us. 

Question,  Did  j^ou  ever  .hear  of  their  whipping  before  f 

Ansxoer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  killing,  too. 

Question,  Your  husband  is  here  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  told  us  all  you  know  aboit  this  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 


Atlanta,  Gbokgia,  October  23, 1831. 
AUGUSTUS  MILLS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairkan  : 

Question,  How  old  are  you,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  now  live? 

Answer,  I  was  thirty- three  years  old  on  the  10th  day  of  last  March ;  I  waa  bom  in 
Gwinnett  County ;  I  nave  been  living  in  Walton  County  for  five  years  and  better. 

Question,  When  did  you  leave  Walton  County  t 

Answer,  On  the  20th  of  last  March, 

Question,  Why  did  you  leave  there  f 

Answer,  The  Eu-Klux  ran  afoul  of  me  on  the  19th,  and  I  left  on  the  20th. 

Question,  Tell  us  about  their  coming  on  you,  what  they  did,  at  what  time  it  was,  and 
whether  they  were  disguised ;  and  if  so,  how. 

Answer,  They  came  on  me,  well,  you  may  say  it  was  on  the  20th,  for  it  was  in  the 
morning,  about  4  o'clock.  I  was  aaeep  when  they  came  there,  and  my  wife  awakened 
me  and  said,  "Wake  up,  Gus,  there  is  somebody  around  the  house."  I  said,  "No,  I 
reckon  not,"  just  that  way.  She  said,  "Yes,  there  is."  That  ijot  me  wa^ed,  and  I 
heard  them.  I  said,  "  They  are  some  of  our  settlement  boys  gomg  turkey-hunting." 
She  said,  "  No,  they  are  Ku-Klux."  I  said,  "  No,  I  reckon  not."  As  I  said  that  they 
hollered,  " Open  the  door."  I  said,  "Who's  there?"  They  said,  "Never  mind;  open 
the  door."  I  said  to  Tobe,  (Tobe  is  a  boy  I  had  hired,)  "Tobe,  get  up  aad  <^>en 
the  door."  He  got  up  and  opened  the  door,  but  when  he  opened  the  door  they  barfed 
right  in — five  of  them — and  ordered  hira  to  make  a  light.  They  did  not  have  any  matehes 
and  he  went  to  kindle  up  a  fire  in  the  fire-place,  and  they  lit  on  him.  Thea  WiUiam 
Felker  bulged  to  the  door  with  his  pistol  in  his  hand,  and  ordered  me  to  lie  still  until 
the  li^ht  was  Tsindled.  When  the  licht  was  kindletl  up,  he  said,  "Now,  get  up."  I 
told  him  that  I  had  been  sick,  that  I  had  been  chilling.  H^  said,  "  Get  up  ;  we  will 
cure  you  of  chills  ;  you  never  will  have  any  more."  I  got  up  and  went  out  into  the 
room.  He  went  back  then  and  ordered  my  wife  to  get  up.  ^e  made  us  all  get  down 
and  pull  off  our  clothes;  and  then  he  whipped  us.  He  gave  me  between  twenty-five 
and  thirty  licks,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect ;  I  did  not  count  them.  He  gave  my  wife 
pretty  near  that  much,  and  he  gave  Tobe  about  the  same.  And  he  struck  us  i^^ tiie 
head  with  a  pistol.  My  little  girl  cried,  and  he  drew  his  pistol  over  her,  and  tlU  her 
if  she  did  not  hush  he  would  smash  her. 

Question,  How  many  children  had  you  ?  .  *         ■ 

Answer,  Four. 

Question,  Were  they  all  there  t  , 

Ansu}er,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  How  old  were  they  T  / 

Answ&,  One  Was  six  years,  and  one  was  four  years  old,  and  one  was  two  yea^^r 
and  then  the  other  is  a  little  better  than  a  year  old  now;  it  was  not  a  year  ^L^ " 
though.  r^  1 

Question.  WsB  your  wife  suckling  it  at  the  time  T  Digitized  by  LjOOQ lej 

Answer,  Yes,  sh*.  ^         '  O    j 

Question,  At  the  time  ahe  waa  whipped  T 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  After  they  had  whipped  you,  what  did  they  do  then  t 

Answer,  Tliey  told  me  to  shut  the  door  when  they  started  out  of  thQ  house.  Another 
one  said,  **No;  come  and  let  us  out  of  the  plantation."  I  had  my  shirt  oflf— only  my 
drawers  on — and  I  said,  "Let  me  put  mj  shirt  on,  if  you  please."  They  said,  "Never 
mind  your  shirt:  oome  on."  I  had  my  shirt  in  my  hand  as  I  started,  and  I  put  it  on  as 
I  went  along.  1  went  out  where  they  had  hitched  their  horses,  about  seventy-five 
yards  firom  the  house.  I  let  down  a  gap,  and  let  them  out  of  the  plantation.  They 
told  me  to  go  back  to  a  little  lane  we  passed  through,  and  when  I  got  there  to  hollo. 
I  did  so,  and  then  I  went  back  to  my  house,  and  put  on  my  clothes.  It  was  pretty 
nearly  day-light  then ;  it  was  light  enough  for  me  to  see  the  horses,  and  to  know  one 
of  theuL  I  then  went  to  Jack  Benafield's,  and  he  and  I  went  to  track  the  horses;  and 
^vre  traoked  Felker's  mare  right  to  thtt  stable-door. 

Question.  You  knew  his  horse  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  others  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuestioH.  Did  yon  know  most  of  the  horses  in  the  neighborhood  round  about  there  f 

Answer.  I  knew  a  great  manv  of  them  around  there. 

Question.  Did  you  know  aJl  the  people  there  f 

Answer.  I  knew  a  great  many  of  them ;  but  I  only  knew  William  Felker  of  those 
tliat  came  in  on  me. 

Question.  Did  you  suppose  that  the  rest  of  them  were  people  from  the  neighborhood, 
or  that  they  were  strangers  T 

Answer.  Some  of  them  had  come  from  some  distance  off.  One  of  them,  I  think,  was 
bis  clerk ;  but  I  cannot  say  positively  as  to  that. 

Question.  How  many  were  there,  aU  told,  whea  you  got  out  to  where  the  horses  weret 

Answer.  There  were  five. 

Question.  Were  there  only  five  f 

Answer.  That  was  all  I  saw ;  and  that  was  l^e  same  number  I  let  out  of  the  plan- 
tation. 

Question.  Were  there  five  horses? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  asked  me  if  I  knew  anything  about  any  distilling  going  on ; 
they  questioned  me  powerfully  about  distilling.  I  tolathem  it  seemed  to  me  that  Wil- 
liam Felker  was  running  a  still. 

Question.  What  did  they  sav  then  7 

Answer.  They  asked  me  if  tnere  was  a  chance  for  them  to  find  it ;  and  I  told  them 
that  I  did  not  knoiy ;  that  they  might  find  it  if  they  would  bunt  for  it.  Tbey  asked 
me  if  Felker  kept  whisky  about  his  store,  and  I  told  them  that  I  had  drank  some  there, 
but  I  did  not  know  that  he  kept  it  there  often. 

Question.  When  did  you  leave  there  ? 

Answer.  I  left  there  on  the  20th  of  March. 

QuesUon.  How  long  after  you  had  let  them  out  of  the  plantation  t     * 

Answer.  I  left  that  evening. 

Question.  Were  you  much  injured  by  the  whipping  7 

Answer.  I  was  whipped  pretty  bad ;  I  have  got  some  scars  on  me  now  that  I  will  tote 
to  my  grave. 

QuesUon,  How  had  you  voted  in  the  election  7 

Answer.  I  voted  the  radical  ticket  7 

QuesH^m.  Was  Felker  a  radical,  too  7 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  that ;  I  never  heard  him  talk  about  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Question,  Had  you  always  voted  the  radical  ticket  7 

Answer.  That  was  all  the  sort  ever  I  voted. 

<>Me«li<m.  Do  you  know  of  their  molesting  anybody  el«e  besides  you  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  th^re  are  some  here  that  the  same  crowd  troubled;  so  they 
told  me. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  before  that  time  7 

Answer.  We  had  heard  some  talk  of  them  some  time  belbre  that ;  but,  at  the  sane 
time,  I  was  not  thinking  of  their  running  in  on  us. 

QufistM9L  What  had  they  been  doing  before  that  time  7 

Answer.  They  had  been  whipping  some  below  us  there. 
^  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  before  they  came  in  on  you  7 

Answer.  No,  sir :  those  were  the  first  I  ever  saw. 

Question.  And  they  were  the  only  ones  you  ever  saw  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qit«»twn.  Those  five  7 

J[iuto«r.  They  were  the  only  ones.  ^         ,,    C^  r\r^cs\(> 

QuaAion.  You  say  they  asked  you  about  distilling  7  °'9'^'"^^  ^^  VjUU^  V^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  Have  you  been  before  tbe  grand  Jnry  as  a  witness  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUni,  Against  William  Felkert 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  jou  testify  abont  his  distilling  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  about  his  whipping  yon  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Those  are  the  two  charges  a^nst  him ;  the  one  that  he  kept  a  still  and 
made  whisky,  and  the  other  that  he  whipped  people  f 

Ansu>er.  I  reoorted  him  when  I  first  came  to  Atlanta. 

Question.  Dia  yon  inform  on  him  right  away,  as  soon  as  you  got  there  t 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  go  t 

Answer.  To  Mr.  Bullock. 

Question.  To  the  governor? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  Did  you  state  to  him  about  the  distilling  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  about  his  whipping  me. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  known  about  this  illicit  distilling  before  they  came  la 
your  house  T 

Answer.  Some  time. 

Question.  How  far  from  your  house  was  this  still  f 

Answer.  About  two  miles.  * 

Question.  Was  it  in  a  secret  placet 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. ' 

Question.  Hsid  you  ever  informed  on  him  before  about  the  distilling  business  t 

Answer.  I  had  passed  by  there. 

Question,  Had  you  ever  told  anybody  about  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  there  I  had  not ;  I  told  when  I  came  to  Atlanta.  * 

Question.  Yon  reported  on  him  as  soon  as  you  came  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  you  becaase  they  feared  you  would  report  or  had  reported 
themf 

Answer.  Well,  they  did  not  tell  me  what  they  whipped  me  for. 

QuMiAon.  Did  they  ask  you  about  distilling  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  they  asked  you. 

Answer.  That  was  when  they  made  me  go  from  my  house  to  let  them  out  of  the  plan- 
tation. 

Question,  That  was  on  the  same  ni^ht  when  they  whipped  you  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  it  was  after  tney  had  whipped  me. 

Qnestion,  You  have  not  seen  them  sinoe  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Questioi^,  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Folker  since  t 
Answer.  I  saw  him  here  the  other  day. 

Question.  Have  they  done  anything  with  him,  or  have  they  let  him  go  t 
Answer.  I  understood  they  had  letbim  go. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
QuesMion.  Was  he  arrested  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  was ;  he  passed  by  me  here  a  week  ago,  and  would  not  look  at 
me. 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  now  t 
Answer.  Here,  in  Atlanta. 
Question.  Have  you  been  working  here  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  all  the  time  I  was  able;  I  have  been  sick  some. 
Question.  You  know  that  Felker  was  arrested  and  brought  up  here  by  the  marduUf 
Answer.  I  understood  he  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  whether  he  has  been  discharged  or  nott 
Answer,  I  cannot  tell  about  that. 
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AxLAin'A,  Georgia,  October  83, 1871, 

CHASLES  LITTLE  (colored)  sworn  aod  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHon.  'What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  horn,  and  where  do  you  live? 

Answer,  I  am  oetween  sixty  and  seventy  years  old ;  I  was  born  in  Jackson  County, 
and  I  now  live  in  Haralson  County,  above  Buchanan,  on  the  Tallapoosa  River. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  John  Walthall  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  right  there. 

Qiuation,  Tell  these  gentlemen  all  about  it. 

Answer,  Well,  when  a  man  inquires  of  me  for  the  truth  I  will  tell  it  as  sure  as  I  am 
Hying,  because  I  have  got  to  die,  and  I  belong  to  the  church  at  that ;  I  will  not  tell  a 
lie  for  mortal  man.  They  came  to  my  house  first.  I  could  not  hear,  but  my  wife 
heard  them,  and  she  said,  '*  Charley,  somebody  says,  *■  Get  up  and  open  the  door.'  ^* 
There  are  two  doors  io  the  house.  I  got  up  and  kindled  a  light,  or  I  got  a  splinter  and 
commenced  kindling  up  a  light,  when  one  of  them  said  to  me,  with  his  head  down  to 
me,  "  You  dafiined  old  son  of  a  bitch,"  and  put  a  double-barreled  shot-gun  against  my 
head,  and  said,  **  Come  along ;  I  can  make  you  hear  and  see,  too."    I  said,  *'  I  am  not 

fjing  to  run  away ;  I  will  go  'long  with  you."  He  said,  "  Where  is  John  Walthall  f ' 
said,  '*  I  expect  he  is  at  home."  He  said,  *'  Come  on."  Then  they  carried  me  over 
two  fences,  and  rather  hurt  me,  but  I  thought  I  would  put  up  with  it,  if  they  did  not 
do  au^  more  than  that.  They  went  by  Cf^ter's,  and  both  doors  were  thrown  down, 
and  his  wife  was  sitting  up  in  the  midjulo  of  the  bed  ;  that  astonished  me.  J  went  up 
to  John's ;  and  they  beat  John's  wife  over  the  head,  jerking  her  about.  She  said,  "I 
don't  know  where  my  husband  is."  They  said,  "  You  don't  i"  and  jerked  her,  and  said, 
**  Tell  where  he  is."  She  said,  "  I  don't  know  where  he  is."  At  last  a  man  said, "  He 
is  under  the  door."  There  was  a  little  garden  at  the  comer  of  the  house.  I  was  stand- 
ing outside  of  the  i^^arden,  looking  through  the  paling.  They  shot  him  under  the  house 
just  right  down  with  a  riiie ;  then  they  jerked  him  out  from  under  the  house.  The  men 
that  held  me  said,  "  Come,  let's  go  around."  I  did  not  waut  to  see  any  more,  because 
I  did  not  know  what  they  would  do  with  me.  He  hollered,  "O,  Lord!  O,  Lord!" 
Masea,  it  made  me  have  awiul  feelings  to  see  a  man  murdering  a  man  that  way.  The 
man  had  a  five  or  six-shooter,  I  do  not  know  which,  and  I  saw  the  wheel  turn  by  the 
light.  Then  one  or  two  more  came  in  with  a  whip,  or  something,  and  they  beat  him. 
AA)er  a  while  they  said  something  to  each  other.  But  they  talked  so,  and  had  such 
things  on,  that  no  mortal  man  'could  tell  who  they  were ;  it  scared  me  pretty  nigh  to 
deat£. 

Qxtesiion.  What  did  they  have  on  t 

Answer,  God  knows  what  it  was ;  something  like  a  feather,  and  over  the  face  there 
was  something,  so  you  could  not  t<5ll  who  they  were.  They  then  took  me  by  the  arm 
and  carried  me  through  the  garden,  and  stopped  at  a  house,  and  said  to  me,  *'  You  go 
in  there."  I  went  in  and  they  said,  "  You  sit  down  there ; "  they  told  me  that  twice. 
I  sat  tJiere,  and  while  I  was  sitting  there,  somebody  jabbed  against  the  side  of  the 
house.  I  did  not  know  what  they  meant.  Ailer  a  while  1  went  to  my  house :  my  wife 
was  crying ;  I  said,  "  What  have  they  been  doing  down  .here  f  "  She  touched  me  with 
her  elbow,  and  said,  "  Hush,"  and  she  never  told  me  until  morning.  Then  she  said, 
'*LiOok  at  my  shoulder;  see  how  they  beat  mo."  Well,  I  did  not  know  what  to  say ;  I 
said,  "  We  have  to  take  it ;  we  cannot  help  ourselves  any  way."  They  beat  both  of 
her  daughters,  my  step-daughters,  though  they  go  by  my  name ;  they  beat  both  of 
them,  and  another  one  with  them.  We  said  nothing ;  I  was  even  afeared  to  go  away 
to  the  fields  from  my  wife.  I  Was  in  dread  in  the  fields,  and  I  am  to  this  day ;  that  is 
only  the  truth. 

Question,  How  many  were  there  in  the  crowd  t 

Answer,  I  saw  six  to  my  certain  knowledge,  and  there  were  two  who  ran,  but  I  do 
not  know  what  made  them  run. 

Question,  Did  that  leave  only  four  T 

Answer,  That  left  six ;  there  were  eight  in  the  first  place. 

Question,  Were  they  riding  or  walking? 

Answer,  They  were  all  walking ;  I  suppose  their  horses  were  out  somewhere.  When 
they  came  to  the  house  they  came  afoot,  through  the  lot.  1  did  not  know  who  they 
were  or  where  they  were  &om. 

Questi<m.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  tell  a  thing  about  them,  only  just  the  beating  and  shoot- 
ing; that  is  all  I  can  say. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  your  wife  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  started  from  home,  and  she  said, ''  If  you  are  going  to  leave  home 
I  will  leave  the  house."    She  was  in  the  family-way. 
'    Question,  How  far  gone  was  she  t 

Answer.  This  was  done  last  spring,  and  she  had  a  child  on  the  8th  day  of  September. 
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They  did  this  along  about  when  yon  first  commence  plowing  over  the  corn,  and  she  had 
a  baby  on  the  8th  of  September  past. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question,  Had  you  ever  seen  any  of  these  disguised  men  before  T 

Anstoer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of  before  tSat  night.  That  is  the  first  time  I  wkw 
fliem ;  I  bad  heard  talk  of  them. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  seen  them  since  T 

Answer.  Have  I  seen  other  men  disguised  since  t 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  time  you  ever  saw  them  disguised  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  first  and  the  last. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  eight  altogether? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  must  have  been  ei^ht ;  I  am  certain  of  six. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  known  John  Walthall  f 

Answer.  I  heard  t^k  of  John  Walthall  a  long  time ;  I  was  no  great  waj^  acquainted 
with  the  man ;  just  passing  and  repassing. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  about  John  Walthall's  having  run  after  any  wfait* 
woman  in  your  neighborhood  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  more  of  that  than  the  dead. 

QuesO^m.  Had  you  been  told  of  it  f 

Answer.  I  heard  folks  talk ;  it  might  have  been  so  and  it  might  not. 

Question.  You  heard  folks  talking  about  it  f 

Answer.  1  heard  such  talk ;  that  was  all. 

Question.  You  did  not  know  anything  about  it  yourself  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  my  old  massa  always  told  me  that  what  you  hear  other  foiOsB  say 
never  put  that  down  for  granted. 

QuesUan.  But  you  had  beeu  informed  that  John  Walthall  had  been  running  after  some 
.  wmte  woman  t 

Answer.  Oh.  yes,  sir :  they  said  that,  but  I  cannot  say  he  did  it. 

Question.  Was  that  tne  report  that  was  about  there  T 

Answer.  So  they  sav;  that  was  all;  I  cannot  say,  because  I  do  not  know anytiifiig 
about  it.  I  am  that  kmd  of  man  that  what  I  hear,  if  it  is  not  about  me,  I  never  pay 
any  attention  to  it. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  deaf  f 

Anstoer.  My  mother  was  that  way  before  me,  and  all  the  children  toow 


Atlanta,  Qeorgia,  October  23, 1871. 
JASPER  CARTER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined : 

By  theCHAiRMAir:  '      . 

Question.  How  old  are  you,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  now  live  f 

Answer.  1  am  going  on  twenty-five  years  oldj  I  was  bom  in  Carroll  County,  and  I 
BOW  live  in  Haralson  County,  at  Mr.  Wyatt  Williams's  place,  about  five  miles  fbom 
Buchanan. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  about  John  Walthall  being  killed  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 

Question.  Tell  us  what  you  know  about  that,  and  who  did  it. 

Answer.  It  was  done  on  a  Monday  night,  along  in  corn-planting  time.  I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  night  or  what  day  oi  the  month  u;  was. 

Question.  Was  it  last  corn-planting  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  came  to  my  house  first,  and  knocked  the  doors  down,  and 
came  in,  and  hollered  to  me  to  kindle  up  a  light.  I  got  up  to  kindle  up  a  light,  but, 
before  I  could  get  to  the  fire-place,  they  knocked  both  doora  down,  and  came  in  with 
pistols  and  guns,  and  drawed  them  on  each  side  of  me.  One  had  one  right  at  my  head. 
They  strack  me  above  the  eye  with  a  pistol ;  the  scar  is  here  yet.  They  asketl  me  if  I 
was  John  Walthall.  I  said,  "No,  sir."  They  said,  "Where  is  he  f  I  said,  "Up  to 
the  other  house,"  which  was  about  fifty  yards  off.  They  said  I  had  to  go  with  them  up 
there.  One  had  hold  of  my  arm,  one  hod  hold  of  my  clothes,  and  another  bad  hold  of 
my  shirt.  We  went  up  there.  John  Walthall,  when  he  heard  them  knocking  the 
doors  down  at  my  house,  raised  up  a  plank,  went  imder  the  house,  aiming  to  get  out  at 
the  back  end  of  the  house.  But  heeot  under  the  house,  and  got  fastenea  there.  They 
ran  around  the  house  and  knocked  liis  doors  down,  went  in  there,  jerked  his  wife  oA 
of  bed,  and  beat,  and  knocked,  and  stamped  her  about  on  the  floor,  and  beat  her  over 
the  head  with  guns  and  pistols.  There  is  a  great  scar  on  the  back  of  her  head  lolf  aa 
big  as  the  palm  of  my  hand.    She  was  scared;  she  did  not  know  he  had  got  oof  of 
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bed  until  they  came  there ;  she  did  not  know  where  he  wfA.  They  had  a  jpreat  big 
light,  and  were  looking  abont  in  the  house ;  they  Jerked  up  a  plank,  and  happened  to 
get  a  glimpse  of  his  shirt,  or  Something  white.  They  ran  out  into  the  garden,  and 
lerkea  up  a  plank  there,  and  one  of  them  had  a  little  riHe,  and  ran  it  down  close  to 
him,  and  shot  him  through  the  small  part  of  the  back.  After  they  shot  him  they  pulled 
him  out  and  hit  him  three  hundred  licks,  and  made  her  hug  him ;  and  then  they  beat 
them  both :  they  beat  their  heads  together.  They  beat  them  with  a  great  big  stick, 
and  with  tneir  fists. 

Question.  Did  they  beat  them  while  he  was  standiuff  up  or  lying  down  T 

Answer,  He  was  Just  sitting  up.  They  shot  him,  and  then  they  lagged  him  out  Irom 
under  the  house.  They  would  stand  on  each  side  of  him,  and  one  of  them  would 
knock  him  nearly  over,  and  the  man  on  the  other  side  would  knock  him  back. 

Question,  What  did  they  knock  him  with  t 

Anstoer,  With  their  fists  and  with  sticks. 
IjuesHon,  That  was  out  of  doors  t 

Answer,  Tcs,  sir ;  right  at  the  hind  end  of  the  house. 

^1169^11.  Hpw  bad  4i8  wife  got  out  there  f 

Afiswer,  They  made  her  take  a  light  and  carry  it  out  there ;  and  then  some  of  them 
held  the  li^ht,  and  made  her  hug  him,  and  then  they  beat  them  both.  They  had  a 
great  big  hght  out  there ;  you  could  see  to  pick  up  a  pin  out  there. 

Quest^,  Did  they  leave  them  both  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  beat  them  both  there,  knocked,  and  kicked,  and  stamped  them 
ftbout  just  as  long  as  they  wanted  to,  and  then  went  off  and  left  them  there. 

QuesUon,  Was  anybody  else  in  the  house  but  John  Walthall  and  his  wife  ? 

ATistoer,  No^  sir;  they  were  just  newly  married,  and  lived  off  by  themselves. 

Question.  How  long  had  they  been  married  ? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  three  months,  I  reckon. 

Question.  Had  they  been  married  the  Christmas  before  t 

Answer,  They  were  married  Christmas,  and  that  was  corn-planting  time. 

Question.  What  did  they  d6  with  you  f 

Answer,  After  they  beat  him  and  shot  him,  and  beat  her  and  him  as  much  as  they 
wanted  to,  they  took  me,  I  reckon,  about  a  quarter  from  the  house,  and  whipped  me. 
They  made  so  much  fuss  at  the  house  that  I  heard  them  say,  as  they  went  on,  that  they 
were  afraid  to  whip  me  at  the  house,  and  made  me  go  on  about  a  quarter  from  the 
bouse.  One  stood  on  my  head,  and  the  others  beat  me.  After  they  had  all  done  beating 
me  as  much  as  they  wanted  to,  one  of  them  made  some  of  the  rest  go  and  stand  on  my 
bead,  and  let  him  beat  me. 

Question.  How  did  they  stand  on  your  head  ? 

Answer,  They  had  me  laying  right  plumb  down  on  my  face. 

QuesUon,  Along  on  the  ground  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  Just  stretched  out  flat  on  the  ground* 

Question,  And  the  man  stood  on  your  head  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  you  over  your  clothes  t 

Answer.  They  just  took  and  pulled  my  shirt  out  from  under  my  pants,  and  then 
Xmlled  my  pants  down  and  beat  me.  There  are  welts  on  my  back  now,  if  I  make  no 
mistake,  as  big  as  your  finger,  and  as  black  as  a  man's  hat. 

Questum.  How  many  blows  did  they  strike  you  T 

An^tcer,  They  hit  me  one  hundred  and  .fifty. 

Question,  Did  you  know  any  of  them  f 

Answer,  I  knowed  some  of  tbem. 

QuesUon,  Who  stood  on  your  head  T 

Answer,  William  Finch. 

Question,  How  many  blows  did  he  strike  yont 

Answer,  He  struck  me  twenty-five  licks. 

QuegtUm,  WLj  did  they  stand  on  your  head  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  j  just  for  meanness;  that  is  all  I  eould  find  out. 

Question,  Were  you  trymg  to  break  away  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  perfectly  still,  and  never  tried  to  get  away,  because  I  knowed 
I  was  overpowered,  and  had  no  chance  to  get  away* 

Question,  How  many  were  there,  all  told  f 

Answer,  There  were  about  twenty-six  of  them. 

Question,  Were  they  on  foot  or  on  hoiseback  f 

Ansu;er,  They  were  all  mounted. 

Question,  How  many  did  you  know  f 

Answer,  I  never  knowed  but  six ;  they  never  carried  me  to  their  horsea;  they  carried 
me  within  just  about  one  hundred  yards  of  their  horsea. 

i^a^Uon.  Who  were  the  six  that  you  knew  T 

Answer,  William  Finch,  Jack  Lester,  Mr.  Booker,  Mr.  Biddle,  Mr.  Murphy,  and  Mr* 
Monroe.  "^ 

Question.  Did  they  live  in  the  neighborhood! 
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Afmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question*  How  was  it  aboat  the  others  that  yon  did  not  know  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  where  they  lived  at.  There  were  some  who  came  there,  and 
when  this  man  was  shot  they  said,  "What  did  you  let  them  shoot  fori"  I  do  not 
think  they  knew  they  were  going  to  shoot  hiui,  for  some  of  them  said,  "  I  didn't  know 
they  were  going  to  shoot  until  the  gun  was  nred."  Then  some  of  them  broke  uid 
went  off,  and  did  not  come  back  any  more.  When  they  carried  me  away  fin>m  tiie 
house  to  whip  me,I  saw  them  standing  in  the  road  this  side  of  whore  the  horses  ^ere. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  thev  all  lived  in  the  neighborhood  there  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  all  lived  around  there  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  Did  they  leave  you  where  they  whipped  youl 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  right  there. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  what  did  they  whip  you  fort 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  anything,  only  just  this :  this  man  that  I  lived  with  a  jemt 
^  and  a  half  told  me  that  he  would  give  uie  money  enough  to  buy  me  a  horse  when  he 
went  to  Rome.  He  would  not  pay  me  anything  at  all ;  I  never  got  anything  from  him. 
1  lived  with  him  a  year  and  six  mouths,  and  then  I  just  got  mad  and  quit  After  I 
quit  there,  I  kept  hearing  that  the  first  thing  I  knowed  the  Ku-Klux  would  be  after 
me.  I  said,  "  What  fort"  They  said,  " Because  you  wouldn't  work  on  there  likeyou 
set  in  to."  I  said,  *'  I  worked  on  and  didn't  get  any  pay  from  him,  and  I  quit."  That 
was  all  I  could  find  out. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  paid  anything  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  asked  him  for  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  t 

Answer,  He  said  that  he  did  not  owe  me  anything,  because  I  would  not  woik  ml 
Last  year  I  never  hired  to  him  bat  for  six  months,  and  he  wanted  me  to  work  for  a 
year. 

QueHion.  And  because  you  did  not  work  for  a  year  he  claimed  that  there  was  nothing 
due  you  f 

Ansteer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  they  beat  Walthall's  wife  forf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  find  out  what  they  beat  her  for."  I  talked  to  old  master 
about  it.  He  said  he  raised  her  firom  a  little  bit  of  a  girl,  and  he  never  knew  anything 
against  her  in  his  life,  and  nobody  could  fetch  up  anything  against  her  of  harm. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  they  attacked  John  Walthall  forf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  well,  only  this  that  I  heard  them  say  that  night.  They  said  ihni 
night  that  he  was  always  running  after  women,  and  asked  him  when  he  thought  he 
would  sleep  with  another  white  woman*  He  told  them  that  night  that  he  never  slept 
with  any.  They  said,  " (Jod  damn  you,  you.  are  a  liar;"  and  then  they  just  knocked 
him  plumb  over  nearly,  and  then  the  man  on  the  other  side  would  knock  him  back 
again.    His  head  was  beat  all  to  pieces  nearly. 

Question.  How  long  did  he  live  T 

Anstver.  That  was  10  or  11  o'clock  on  Monday  night,  and  he  lived  until  Tuesday 
night  about  sundown. 

Question.  Was  any  attempt  ever  made  to  find  out  who  had  done  this,  or  to  ponuh 
them  in  any  way  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nobody  was  ever  taken  up  or  tried  for  it  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  his  wife's  master  said  that  he  would  have  it  done,  but  he  never  had 
it  done. 

Question.  Were  the  men  you  saw  there  and  knew  men  of  property  f 

Answer.  Some  are,  and  some  are  not ;  some  of  them  are  well  offL 

Question.  How  had  you  and  John  voted  in  the  election  T 

Answer.  We  voted  the  Union  ticket. 

Question.  What  ticket  had  these  men  voted  that  you  saw  there  t 

Answer.  They  all  voted  another  ticket  altogether ;  they  voted  right  the  other  way. . 

Question.  How  long  was  this  after  the  election  of  last  fall  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  for  certain  ;  I  like  to  tell  the  truth  about  it,  bat  I  do 
not  know  for  certain  how  long  it  was  after  the  election.  I  know  it  was  not  a  great 
while  after  the  election. 

Question.  Had  you  and  John  both  voted  at  the  elections  ? 

Answer,  *tes,  sir. 

Question.  And  had  old  Uncle  Charley  who  was  examined  here  t 

Ansufer.  Yes,  sir:  all  had  voted. 

Qttestion.  What  did  you  do  when  they  left  you,  after  they  had  whipped  you  f 

Answer.  I  staid  there  until  they  all  got  off^  and  then  I  got  back  to  the  hoose  and  get 
some  camphor  and  salt  and  water,  or  my  wife  did,  and  washed  my  back  in  it. 

Question,  How  long  before  you  got  weU,  so  as  to  be  aboat  again  T  "^ 
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AnMwer,  It  was  over  a  week  before  I  did  a  bit  of  work  for  BIr.  Williams. 

Question.  How  long  before  WalthalFs  wife  got  well  f 

Jmswer,  It  was  two  moDths  before  she  got  welL 

QttmHtm.  Where  does  she  live  now  f 

Antwer,  She  lives  at  Mr.  Williams's  mill,  right  there,  as  far  as  from  here  to  the 
bridge,  [referring  to  a  brid^  over  the  railroad,  close  to  the  building  in  which  the  com- 
mittee were  sitting,]  or  a  little  fisirther,  from  where  it  was  done. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

QueaUan.  TUda  Walthall  was  the  wife  of  John  Walthall  f 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Do  yon  know  Bena  Little  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QwsUtm.  And  Letty  Little  f 

Anewear,  Yes,  sir. 

QuMiitm,  Mary  Garter  is  your  wife  f 

Anawer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  one  they  call  old  Uncle  Charley  f 

AnetioeKr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  Hester  Goggln  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  they  have  all  been  examined  here  before  this  committee 
about  these  things  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion,  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  here  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quettion,  You  were  summoned  to  testify  before  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion,  Did  you  testify  there  to  all  that  you  have  testified  to  here  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Quesiion,  You  saw  old  .Uncle  Charley  Little  the  same  night  that  they  beat  yon  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  and  I  were  standing  right  together. 

QuesUon,  How  many  men  did  you  say  were  there  disguised  and  engaged  in  this  bnsi- 
neast  * 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  twenty-five  anyhow,  if  not  more. 

Question.  Did  yon  count  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  just  saw  them  in  big  droves ;  when  this  shooting  was  done  some 
mnofEl 

Quesiion.  Had  yon  ever  seen  any  of  these  disguised  men  before  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  some  at  the  mill  that  very  evening. 

Question,  How  long  before  this  was  done  f 

Answer.  On  Monday  evening,  and  this  shooting  and  whipping  was  done  on  the  same 
night. 

Question.  You  saw  them  that  same  day  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  them  at  the  mill.  ' 

Question.  How  many  did  you  see  at  the  null  f 

Answer.  There  were  three  at  the  mill ;  and  those  three  I  saw  that  day  at  the  mill 
were  with  the  crowd  that  night. 

Question.  When  did  you  hire  out — at  Christmas  time,  or  about  the  first  of  tha 
^earf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  just  directly  after  Christmas. 

Question.  What  is  the  custom — to  hire  hands  for  the  year  or  the  season  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Isit  to  hire  them  from  one  Hew  Year  to  another  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Quesiion,  With  whom  did  you  hire  for  the  last  year  f  You  say  you  quit  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  crop. 

Answer,  I  qnit  when  the  crop  was  laid  by. 

Question.  What  was  the  oonaition  of  the  crop  then  f 

Answer.  They  were  all  laid  by. 

Question.  What  were  the  crops  f 

Answer.  Just  com ;  I  never  planted  any  cotton. 

Question.  Was  the  com  gathered  in  July  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  stay  there  to  gather  the  crop.  The  firbi  year  I  worked 
all  the  year. 

Question.  You  went  away  about  the  1st  of  July  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  your  employer  wanted  you  to  stay  until  the  1st  of  J^uary  fbllow- 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  only  set  in  until  the  crop  was  laid  by,  and  then  I  was  to  quit, 
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for  I  wanted  to  go  to  school  some ;  there  was  a  school  going  on  close  by.  But  they 
said  that  if  I  went  to  school  they  were  going  to  hang  me. 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Monroe. 

Quesiionf  How  lonff  had  yon  known  John  Walthall  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  Know  for  certain  how  many  years.  I  have  been  knowing  him  a 
great  many  years.    I  knew  him  a  riffht  smart  while  before  I  was  grown. 

Question.  Bad  yon  heard  about  Jtmu  running  after  some  white  women  in  the  neigh- 
borhood t  • 

Answer.  I  had  not  heard  anything  about  it  until  then. 

QuesUon.  Had  you  not  heard  him  accused  of  tbatf 

Answer.  I  had  heard  him  accused  of  it ;  but  the  reason.  I  thought  they  accused  him 
was  this :  He  worked  with  Monroe's  son-in-law.  One  day  when  he  was  working 
with  him  he  said  he  did  not  put  in  full  time.  I  never  heard  anybody  say  anything 
about  running  after  women  only  Monroe  and  his  son-in-law  ;  I  never  heard  anybody 
accuse  him  of  any  such  thin^.  Mr.  Williams  said  he  worked  with  him,  and  he  never 
found  anything  amiss  in  him.  I  was  telling  him  about  what  I  heard  them  say  that 
nighf  when  they  came  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  understand  from  your  testimony  that  last .  year  you  worked  with  Monroe 
ontil  July  f 

Amwcr.  Yes,  sir,  the  last  year  I  worked  with  him ;  I  worked  with  him  a  year  and 
a  ball 

Question.  And  he  paid  you  nothing  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  then  left  him  tQ  go  to  school f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  about  your  going  to  school? 

Anm^er.  He  said  that  if  I  went  off  to  school  with  the  other  negroes,  the  first  thin^  I 
knew  the  Eu-Klnx  would  have  me.    I  never  went. 

Question.  You  did  not  go  to  school  f 
.  Answer.  No^  sir ;  I  was  afeared. 

Question.  Did  the  Ku-Klux  disturb  those  who  did  go  to  school  t 

Answer.  Some  of  them  they  have. 

Question.  How! 

Answer.  They  got  after  my  brother ;  I  know  that.  They  took  him  off  and  told  him 
to  stay  at  home,  and  not  go  any  more,  and  to  serve  the  master  and  mistress,  and  to  do 
'everything  that  white  people  told  him  to  do ;  that  he  was  not  free  yet,  and  should  not 
vote  for  such  and  such  a  majou  He  had  been  working  some  £or  Mr.  Wyatt  WiUiams ; 
they  talked  about  that. 

Q^^tion.  How  many  colored  people  went  to  school  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  ;  there  was  a  great  many.  There  were  only  two  families  that 
did  go  that  they  bothered ;  they  were  two  brothers,  and  another  man  named  Joe  Hay ; 
thev  beat  him,  and  whipped  his  wife  and  daughter. 

Question.  You  never  have  heard  anybody  make  any  complaint  against  Walthajly  ex- 
oept  this  Monroe  and  his  aoA-in*l(aw  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  , 

Quwtion.  And  they  fell  out  with  him  something  about  his  working  there  f 

Answer,  Yes^  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anybody  make  any  comploiat  against  Waltball's  wife  t 

Answer.  No)  sir ;  I  never  did  hear  anybody  say  anything:  at  aU  against  b^r.  I  talked 
with  her  old  master  who  raised  her,  and  he  said  he  neverneard  anything  amiss  of  her 
at  all ;  that  he  raised  her  himself^  and  knew  her,  audi  nobody  Qouild  fetch  uj^  a  thing 
against  her. 

QufisUon,  Did  they  molesjt  your  family  T 

Answer.  They  struck  mv  wife  on  the  head  with  a  pieftol  or  ^n.  and  they  kicked  her 
and  tried  to  make  her  tell  whether  I  had  a  pistol  or  not  the  mght  they  came  there. 

Question.  Was  any  one  of  these  men  you  speak  of  being  there  a  justice  of  th^  peace  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  was. 

Qu^tion.  You  say  some  of  them  are  men  of  a  great  deal  of  property  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  some  of  them  are  very  trifling  characters  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Some  of  them  are  tolerab^i^'  well  off;  one  has  got  a  mill  and  right 
«mart  of  property ;  some  of  them  are  not  much  better  ou  thau  I  am,  and  I  eaU  myaelf 
powerful  low  down.  * 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Are  you  sure  you  recognized  these  men  through  their  disguise^lc 
Answsr^  Yes,  sir.  ^       o 
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Question,  How  did  yon  recognize  them  f 

Answer,  I  will  tell  yon.  "Wlien  this  man  was  shot  there  was  a  ffreat  big  Ifght  ont 
there,  and  they  raised  np  their  veils  from  their  faces  to  see  where  uxis  man  was  shot 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  So  that  you  could  see  their  faces  f 

Answer,  That  gave  me  a  good  chance  to  see  their  faces. 

Question,  Were  they  people  you  have  always  known  f 

Answer,  I  have  known  them  a  long  timo.  And  my  brother-in-law  followed  four  of 
them  home  there  not  long  ago.  They  said  they  would  come  after  me  again  if  I  did  not 
leave  Mr,  Wj^tt  Williams's. 

Question,  Who  is  your  brother-in-law  t 

Answer,  James  Battle.  They  went  after  my  brother,  and  he  broke  and  ran  off  into 
the  woods.  They  told  my  sister  to  call  him  back,  and  she  said  she  hollered ;  and  he 
said  that  if  they  had  more  business  with  Sim  than  he  had  with  them,  they  could  come 
out  there.    He  ran  along  into  a  little  patch  of  woods,  and  then  stopped. 

Question,  How  long  have  yon  heard  of  Ku-Klnx  in  that  part  of  the  country  T 

Answer,  They  commenced  along  last  year. 

Question.  What  have  they  been  doing? 

Answer,  Whipping  and  slashing  people  there.  I  never  heard  of  their  killing  any- 
body, until  they  came  along  and^^illed  this  man.  They  have  just  got  the  people  about 
there  so  that  half  of  them  are  afraid  to  stay  in  their  houses.  I  have  not  staid  in  my 
house  one  nij^ht,  as  I  ought  to,  since  corn-planting,  more  than  I  am  there  now. 

Question.  Where  do  you  stay  t 

Answer,  I  stay  out  in  the  woods. 

Question,  Do  you  go  about  in  the  day-time  t 

Answer,  I  go  on  and  do  my  work  in  the  day-time,  and  on  Sunday  I  knock  about.  If 
I  get  a  chance  to  get  home  and  get  something  to  cat  before  dark,'  I  do  it ;  if  not,  I  go 
into  the  woods  without  it  and  go  to  sleep.  As  for  my  wife  and  children,  I  do  not  know 
how  they  are  getting  on ;  I  cannot  tell  anything  about  it. 

Question,  How  many  colored  people  are  in  that  condition  f 

Answer,  A  great  many  of  them ;  my  brother,  for  one,  George  Carter ;  my  brother-in- 
law  ;  and  another  colored  man  there,  Joe  Ray ;  they  are  just  afraid  to  stay  in  their 
houses  when  night  comes. 


Atlanta,  Georota,  October  93f  ISM. 

TODDY  KINNEY  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  State  your  age,  residence,  and  where  you  were  bom. 

Anmcer.  I  wlU  soon  be  twenty-five  years  old ;  twenty-five  on  the  12th  of  March  next. 
I  was  bom  in  Jackson  County,  and!  live  there  now. 

Question,  When  did  you  come  from  there  f 

Answer,  I  started  away  from  there  yesterday  momingwias  a  week  ago. 

QuesHon.  What  do  you  know  about  any  people  In  the  county  that  are  called  Ku- 
Klux  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  much  about  them ;  I  have  seen  some  that  they  call 
Kn-Klux ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  Ku-Klux  or  not. 

Question,  Tell  us  what  you  saw  and  heard  about  them. 

Answer,  What  I  saw  was  this :  The  evening  they  wont  to  Mr.  Holliday's  I  saw  Jim 
Finch  go  down  to  Mr.  Martin's  plantation  and  get  his  boys  and  go  oflf  with  them  at 
night.  I  was  up  there  the  next  morning  again,  and  Mr.  Martin  told  me  not  to  tell 
anybody  that  Jim  Finch  came  and  got  hisvboys  to  go  off  with  him. 

Question,  Did  you  see  them  go  oft  F 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  right  there  when  they  went  off. 

Question,  Were  they  riding  or  walking  T  \ 

Answer,  They  were  on  horseback  when  they  went  off. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  were  not  disguised  when  I  saw  them. 

Question,  What  time  was  it  they  went  off? 

Answer.  Well,  just  about  dark. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  them  say  where  they  were  going  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  neverheard  them  say  where  they  were  going. 

Question.  Why  did  Mr.  Martin  want  you  to  say  nothing  about  it? 

Answer,  He  never  said  what  was  the  reason  that  he  did  not  want  me(tb  tell  it,  and  I 
never  asked  the  reason.  *  •   '-Jigi^ized  by  v^*        ^ 

Question,  When  did  you  see  the  Martin  boys  again  f 

Answer,  The  next  day,  about  9  or  10  o'clock. 
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Question.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Holliday's  t 
Answer,  Abont  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 

Questian.  HaVe  yon  ever  seen  any  of  these  people  called  Ka>Klux  riding  abont  over 
tbe  oonntryf 
Ansvjer.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  any  disguised  men  riding  abont  over  the  country. 
Question,  Did  you  ever  see  the  places  where  it  is  said  they  meet  f 
Ansujer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  any. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  else  you  know  about  this  matter? 
Answer^  No,  sir. 

By  Bir.  Batabd: 
QuesUon.  Were  you  before  the  grand  Jury  as  a  witness  in  Mr.  Holliday's  case  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  examined  before  tbe  grand  jofy  f 
Ans^cer,  Yes,  sir.  *^ 

Question,  You  testified  agamst  these  men  who  attacked  his  hopset 
Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  What  coat  is  that  you  have  got  on  f 
Answer,,  It  is  Mr.  Holliday's— one  I  got  from  him,  - 
Question,  Which  HolUday  f 
Answer,  Bob  Holliday. 

Question,  Is  that  a  coat  which  he  had  when  he  was  in  the  confederate  armyf 
Answer,  1  reckon  it  is;  I  never  saw  him  wear  it,  and  I  do  not  know  when  he  get  it* 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  dS,  1871. 
JOHN  C.  CAL|HOUN  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do^ou  now  live  t  ! 

Answer,  I  am  twenty  years  old  about  now ;  I  was  bom  in  Virginia;  and  I  now  live 
in  Jackson  County. 

QuesUon,  When  did  you  come  from' Virginia  t 

Answer,  Ay  ear  before  the  war  broke  out.  * 

Question.  When  did  you  com^  here  from  Jackson  County  t 

Answer.  Yesterday  was  a  week  aaq  1  started  from  there. 

Question.  What  do  you  know,  ii  anything,  about  people  there  that  are  called  En- 
Eluxf 

Answer,  I  know  some  of  them.    They  came  around  where  I  was  living  last  winter, 
sixteen  of  them  did,  and  I  knowed  three  of  them. 

Question,  Who  were  theyt 

Anstoer.  Jim  Finch,  and  Jack  Hane^,  and  Jack  Finch. 
•      Question.  Were  they  walking  or  riding  T 

Answer,  They  came  to  my  house  walking ;  they  hitched  their  horses  off  a  piece  from 
the  house,  maybe  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  maybe  not  that  far. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  T 

ATiswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  were  they  disguised  f 

Answer,  They  had  on  white  aprons,  or  sheets,  or  something  with  sleeves  to  it^  and 
belts  around  them. 

QuestioTL  Did  they  have  anything  over  their  faces  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  have  any  armsf 

Answer,  They  had  pistols. 

QuesUon,  Go  on  and  tell  us  all  that  they  did. 

Ansujer,  They  took  me  out  and  whippea  me. 

QuesUon.  How  did  they  get  into  your  house  t 

Answer,  They  just  came  running  and  knocked  the  door  open ;  they  up  with  a  dnmk 
Just  as  they  got  to  the  door  and  Imocked  it  open. 

Question,  Were  you  living  there  by  yourself  T 

Answer,  I  was  hving  in  the  house  with  another  man  and  his  wifb* 

Question,  What  was  his  namet 

Answer,  Harrison  Flannigan.  ^^  ^ 

Question,.  Tell  us  all  about  what  they  said  and  did.       Digitized  by  CjOOQ Ic 

Answer,  That  was  Tuesday  night.  <^ 

Question,  Did  they  whip  anybody  else  but  you  t 
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Afuwer,  Not  that  night ;  they  took  him  o%  too,  but  he  got  away, 

Qveaiion.  Did  they  take  you  off  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  farf 

Answer.  Maybe  one  hnndred  yards,  maybe  not  quite  that  far. 

Question,  How  many  blows  did  they  strike  you  T 

Answer.  *£yeiy  one  of  them  whipped  me  but  one ;  I  could  not  tell  how  many  licks 
they  gave  me. 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  you  witht 

Answer.  With  pine  tops  and  pine  switches ;  it  looked  like  they  took  pine  tops  and 
trimmed  Hiem  up,  and  some  of  them  did  not  trim  them  up. 

Question.  Did  they  make  you  strip  off  your  clothes  f 

Answer.  They  made  me  strip. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  you  standing  up  or  lying  dqwn  f 

Answer.  Standing  up.  / 

Question.  After  they  got  through  whipping  you,  what  then  f 

Answer.  They  told  me  to  go  on  back  to  the  house  and  behave  myself. 

Que8tion.  W  nat  did  they  say  they  whipped  you  for  T 

Answer.  They  asked  me  if  I  and  a  boy  did  not  fall  out  on  the  road,  and  I  said  "  Yes.*' 
I  commenced  telling  them  what  it  was  about,  and  they  said  they  knew  all  about  it. 

Question.  Was  it  a  black  boy  or  a  white  boy  that  you  had  a  falling  out  with  f 

Answer.  It  was  a  white  boy ;  one  of  the  same  ones  that  were  along  when  they 
whipped  me. 

Question.  What  was  it  about  f 

Answer.  There  was  a  woman,  last  August  was  a  year  ago,  going  down  the  road  with 
some  peaches,  and  I  went  on  fooling  with  her.  When  I  pame  back  he  cursed  me,  and 
said  I  had  better  be  at  my  work.  There  was  another  black  fellow  there,  and  I  said 
to  him, "  Do  you  allow  that  t"  I  said  it  was  none  of  his  business,  and  then  this  Jack 
Haney  struck  at  me  with  a  hoe. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  f 

Answer.  I  was  just  sitting  on  a  hoe  when  he  struck  at  me,  and  I  threw  up  my  hoe  and 
turned  it  off. 

Question,  Whskt  else  WBB  done  1 

Answer.  That  was  all  that  was  done.  Another  said, "  Don't  you  do  that  any  more." 
He  said,  **  Do  you  take  it  up  t"    He  said,  "  No."    They  just  dropped  it  then. 

Question.  How  old  is  Mr.  Haney  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  he  was  a  married  man. 

QuesUon,  Was  that  what  they  whipped  you  for  f 

Answer.  They  did  not  say  that  was  what  it  was  for,  but  they  asked  me  if  I  had  a  fall- 
ing out  with  a  boy. 

Question.  Was  Haney  the  boy  f  . 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  not  the  boy.    Jack  Haney  took  it  up ;  he  is  a  young  man 

BOW. 

Question.  What  did  they  take  Flannlgan  off  for  t 

Answer.  He  was  the  one  that  told  them  not  to  hit  me  any  more.  Next  evening  after 
that  they  raised  a  fuss  on  the  road  again.  Mr.  Haney  asked  Flannigan  was  he  the  same 
man  he  was  yesterday  evening.  And  then  they  commenced  on  him  again,  and  knocked 
him  dead. 

Question.  Did  they  kill  himt 

Answer.  They  killed  him  for  a  while.  Then  he  put  it  in  a  court  of  justice  in  Jeffer- 
8on^  and  then  tiiey  came  on  him. 

By  Mr.  Batard: 

^testxon.  Tell  us  about  this  fuss  on  the  road  last  August ;  who  was  the  woman  yon 
had  the  fuss  about  f 

Answer.  Her  name  was  Ars  Hinter. 

Question.  Was  she  a  white  woman  or  a  black  woman  f  ^ 

Answer.  She  was  a  black  woman. 

Question.  Yon  say  you  were  fooling  with  hert 

Answer,  She  just  came  along,  and  I  walked  up  the  road  with  her.  This  young  fel- 
low just  cursed  me,  and  said  1  had  better  be  back  there  at  my  work. 

Question,  Who  was  he  f 

Answer.  Jack  Finch. 

Question,  Is  he  a  white  boy  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  he  as  old  as  yon  are  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  he  Is  a  young  man  now.  ^  , 

Question.  Js  he  as  old  m  yon  are  f  Digitized  by  CjOOQ Ic 

Answer,  He  may  be  older  Or  younser.  I  o 

Question,  Did  yon  come  to  blows  f 
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Answer »  I  never  offered  tohHMm. 

Queation,  There  were  only  some  words  between  yout 

Anmver,  Jnst  what  I  have  told  you. 

Question.  He  ordered  vou  not  to  fool,  but  to  work  ? 

Answer.  We  were  working  in  the  road. 

QtDeation.  Were  you  working  for  him  T 

Anetcer.  No,  sir ;  he  never  had  anything  more  to  do  with,  me  tlian  I  had  witii  kim. 
He  was  on  the  road  as  I  was. 

QttesUon.  Was  he  a  laltoring  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  just  as  I  was. 

Questim,  After  that  you  had  a  fhss  in  tbe  field  f  •  • 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  working  on  the  road. 

Question.  And  this  other  man  took  it  upf 

Answer,  Jack  Hauey  took  it  up  £or  Ja<!k  Finob,  and  then  this  other  man  told  himiiot 
to  hit  me  any  more. 

Q%u8i%on.  Were  these  men  all  working,  as  you  were,  for  wages  f 

Answer.  They  were  not  getting  anything ;  they  were  only  working  on  the  State  vead. 

Question.  Each  man  did  so  much  to  keep  up  the  public  road  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  the  nature  of  an  oath :  what  ia  meant  when  yea  an 
sworn  on  that  Bible  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  I  reckon  I  do. 

Question.  Wnat  do  you  understand  by  it  f 

Answer.  I  swore  to  tell  the  truth  and  nothing  else. 

Question.  Suppose  you  do  not  tell  the  truth  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  am  going  to  tell  the  truth  and  nothing  else. 

Question.  You  think  the  whipping  these  men  gave  you  was  on  acoonnt  of  the  fim 
you  had  with  this  young  fellow  on  the  roadf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  could  not  take  it  to  be  for  anything  dee  but  that;  they  asked  me 
if  I  had  had  a  falling  out  with  the  boy. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  they  ask  you  that  before  or  after  they  had  whipped  yon  t 
Answer.  That  was  while  they  were  whipping  me. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 
Question.  You  sav  this  young  fellow  was  there  when  yon  wero  whipped,  the  one  yon 
had  the  fuss  with  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  one  of  the  disguised  men  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  Octdber  23, 1871. 

HARRISON  FLANNIGAN  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  yon  now  Hve  T 

Answer.  1  am  about  twenty-five  years  old  ;  I  was  bom  in  Jackson  Connty,  and  nofw 
live  there. 

Question.  When  did  you  come  here  from  Jackson  County  T 

Answer.  I  started  yesterday  was  a  week  ago. 

Question.  Do  you  Imow  anything  about  anv  people  in  that  county  they  call  Kn-Kha  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  two  or  three  of  them. 

Question.  How  many  ef  them  did  you  ever  seet 

Answer.  About  eighteen  came  to  my  house  one  night. 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  It  was  the  next  month  after  Christmas ;  about  the  last  of  the  mentii  sfter 
Christmas. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  t 

Answer.  They  came  there  and  earned  me  out ;  but  I  got  looee  ^nom  them.  They  ear- 
ned me  off  from  the  house  I  reckon  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  I  sot  loose 
&om  them;  and  they  shot  at  me  eight  or  ten  times.  They  left  word  that  I  bad  to 
go  away  m>m  there.  I  moved  off  to  Athens  and  staid  a  while,  and  then  eanie  back 
again.  ^^  , 

Question.  How  did  they  get  hold  of  you ;  where  were  yonjd^ed  bv  CjOOQJc 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  house ;  they  just  knocked  the  door  down  tod  ewnCiii« 

Questicn,  Who  were  with  yon  in  the  house  t 
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Anmer,  My  wife  was  with  me,  ond  a  fellow  that  lived  with  me,  who  set  m  to  make 
a  crop  with  me. 

Queatioti.  Who  was  that  f 

Answer,  John  Calhonn  they  ca^  him ;  the  same  fellow  that  was  in  here  a  little  hit 
ago. 

Question,  Did  yon  have  any  children  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  four.    • 

QuestU/n.  How  old  were  they? 

Answer,  The  oldest  is  ahont  five  years  old  now. 

Question,  What  is  the  ago  of  the  youngest  ? 

Answer,  The  youngest  is  not  more  than  eight  months  old. 

Question.  It  was  very  young  at  that  timet 

Answer,  It  was  not  born  at  that  time. 

Question,  Did  they  interfere  with  your  wife  in  any  way  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  except  she  took  on  right  Smart  when  they  carried  me  oat ;  and  one 
of  them  went  back  and  shot  a  pistol  over  her  head,  and  said  that  if  she  did  net  hush 
he  would  kill  her.    . 

QaesUon,  Did  they  tell  you  what  they  took  you  out  for  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  They  asked  me  if  I  ever  danced  any,  and  I  said,  "  I  used  to  dance." 
They  said,  "  By  God,  you  will  dance  to-night,  and  there  will  be  no  tune  played."  One 
of  them  said,  '*  You  ougl\t  to  have  a  shovel  to  bury  him ;"  and  I  thought  it  was  death 
anyhow.  Two  of  them  were  leading  me,  and  one  let  me  loose  after  I  crossed  the  fence, 
and  I  slung  away  from  the  other  one,  and  the^  shot  at  me.  I  fell,  and  one  of  them 
said,  "By  God,  we  have  killed  him ;"  but  they  did  not  touch  me. 

Question,  Did  they  interfere  with  you  after  that  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  since.  * 

Question,  How  long  were  you  at  Athens! 

Ansteer.  About  a  month,  and  then  I  came  back  and  set  into  farming  again. 

Question,  Was  anything  done  with  these  men  for  disturbing  you  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Wliy  did  you  not  go  before  the  court  about  it! 
f     Answer,  I  just  thought  it  would  make  the  thing  worse  if  I  staid  in  the  settlement, 
and  I  wanted  to  stay  there  and  make  a  crop.    I  thought  if  they  did  not  bother  me 
again  I  would  not  bother  them. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  they  had.  against  you  that  they  were  disturbing  you 
for! 

Answer,  There  was  a  little  fuss  took  place  on  the  road  last  August  was  a  year  ago. 
They  rather  knocked  some  black  fellows  about,  and  some  of  us  took  it  up  and  told 
them  they  should  not  do  that.  From  that  they  said  they  allowed  to  whip  us  all  for/it. 
One  of  them  and  I  had  a  few  words  on  the  road  like  this  evening,  and  next  evening  he 
walked  up  to  me — that  is,  Jack  Haney— and  asked  if  I  was  the  same  man  I  was  yester- 
day evenmg.  I  said,  "  Yes,  of  course."  He  struck  at  me  with  his  hoe,  and  as  I  caught 
it  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jith  Collins  knocked  me  down.  I  questioned  some  people 
around  there  as  to  what  they  thought  best,  and  they  said  "  Put  it  in  law."  I  went  to 
Jefferson,  and  they  said  they  would  Ku-Klux  me ;  that  I  should  not  go  into  court.  The 
trial  was  to  come  off  in  February.  I  came  on  to  court,  and  they  never  bothered  me. 
When  I  got  to  court  they  came  to  me  and  wanted  to  make  it  up,  and  said  that  each 
man  wouul  just  pay  his  costs  and  just  drop  it.  But  they  worked  it  around  some  way 
or  other  and  swindled  me,  so  that  I  had  all  the  costs  to  pay.  I  understood  afterward 
that  they  stated  that  it  did  them  as  much  good  to  have  me  pay  all  the  costs  as  if  they 
liad  whipped  me. 

Question.  Were  those  men  who  came  to  your  house  disguised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
^     Question,  How  were  they  disguised  f 

Answer,  Some  of  them  had  dough-faces  on  their  faces,  and  white  sheets  on ;  and 
some  had  blankets  around  them :  and  some  had  paper  faces  on  their  faces. 

Question,  Did  you  know  any  oi  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  three  of  them. 

Question,  Who  were  they  T 

Answer.  Jim  Collins,  Jack  Haney,  and  Jim  Finch. 

Question,  Were  the  rest  strangers  to  you,  or  were  they  so  disguised  that  you  could 
not  tell  who  they  weret 

AMSwer.  I  could  not  see  them  all  good ;  those  were  the  ones  that  had  hold  of  me.  Col- 
lins hod  a  paper  face  on  his  face,  and  it  dropped  off  when  he  had  hold  of  me,  and  he 
struck  me  over  the  head  with  a  pistol  to  keep  me  fit>m  looking  at  him.  When  I  got 
loose  from  him  I  cut  across  through  the  field  and  saw  Jack  Haney  and  Jim  Finch 
-when  they  came  home. 

Question.  How  long  since  you  first  heard  of  the  Ku-EInx  in  that  county  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  heard  of  them  about  there  for  three  or  four  years,  but  I  never  sa*^ 
any  until  this  time,  but  after  last  Christmas  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  them 

Question,  What  were  they  said  to  be  doing  f 
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Answer.  Tbey  said  tUey  allowed  to  whip  black  and  white,  and  make  tbem  stay  in 
their  places ;  that  if  a  black  man  voted  contrary  to  the  man  he  was  working  for,  ihef 
would  whip  him  or  run  him  off;  they  were  opposed  to  his  voting  any  kind  of  a  ticket 
but  the  democratic  ticket,  and  they  said  that  if  we  did  not  just  do  so  and  so  wo  should 
not  work  their  land,  or  something  of  the  kind.  . 

Question,  How  did  you  want  to  vote  f 

Ansu^.  We  wanted  to  vote  the  radical  ticket. 

Qtiesiion,  This  fuss,  as  I  understand  you  to  say,  occurred  along  in  August,  but^ey 
did  not  come  to  you  till  after  Christmas.    Why  did  they  not  come  to  you  before  t 

Answer,  I  lived  with  a  man  by  the  same  of  jAn  Seay ;  there  were  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  of  us  on  the  plantation.    The  way  he  told  me  of  it  was  this :  he  got  a  deaf  and 

dumb  letter 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  Got  what  ?  * 

Answer.  He  got  a  deaf  and  dumb  letter— one  with  no  man's  name  signed  to  it— order- 
ing him  to  turn  a  parcel  of  us  oflf  the  plantation,  or  they  would  punish  him  for  it. 
He  turned  off  several  of  us ;  our  time  was  not  up  until  Christmas,  any  how.  As  quick 
as  he  turned  us  off  and  we  scattered  about  they  ran  in  upon  us;  they  wore  rather 
afraid  to  come  in  on  us  when  we  were  on  the  plantation  together,  twenty-five  of  us. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHon.  What  do  you  mean  by  running  in  on  you  T 

Answer.  Whipi)ed  us. 

Question.  How  many  did  they  whip  besides  youT 

Answer.  They  never  whipped  me ;  I  got^way ;  they  whipped  Calhoun. 

QuesUon.  Was  there  a  Dr.  Watson  thereT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  rented  a  part  of  the  land,  and  I  lived  with  him  this  year^ 

Question.  Have  they  disturbed  you  since  that  time  f 

Aniwer.  No,  sir ;  not  since  I  went  back  there. 

Question.  What  did  Dr.  Watson  tell  you  that  he  thought  would  be  safe  t 

Answer.  When  I  came  from  Athens  to  Jefferson  I  did  not  have  the  money  to  pay  the 
lawyer's  fee,  and  I  asked  Dr.  Watson  to  pay  it.  He  said  he  would  pay  it  if  I  would 
come  there  and  live  with  him.  I  asked  him  if  I  would  be  troubled,  and  he  said  that  be 
did  not  know ;  that  he  would  feel  around  and  see.  I  went  back  to  town,  and  in  a  week 
or  so  he  came  and  said  that  he  did  Lot  think  they  would  trouble  me  until  I  got  in  my 
crop,  but  perhaps  they  would  then. 

Question.  Have  you  gathered  your  crop  yet! 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  done  pulling  fodder  when  I  came  here. 

Question.  Are  you  not  afraid  to  go  back  f  s 

Ansxcer.  I  am  sort  of  afraid  of  it. 

Question,  What  are  you  going  to  do  T 

Answer.  I  am  going  to  start  back  if  they  kill  me  before  I  get  there. 

Question.  How  much  did  that  law  matter  cost  you,  in  lawyer's  fees  and  all  f 

Answer.  Forty-one  dollars,  about  as  near  as  I  can  remember. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  here  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  make  your  complaint  there  just  as  you  have  made  it  beret 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 
Question.  How  long  has  it  been  since  you  had  this  trouble  with  these  men  f 
Answer.  It  was  last  August  was  a  year  ago. 

Q^estion.  Have  you  continued  to  live  in  the  neighborhood  ever  since  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  until  they  ran  in  on  me  and  threatened  me,  and  thcsn  I  moved  aut. 
Question,  You  never  have*  had  but  one  trouble  with  them  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  last  August  a  year  ago  f 
Answer,  That  was  when  I  had  the  difficulty  in  the  road. 
Question,  When  did  they  run  in  on  you  t 
Answer.  It  was  the  next  month  after  Christmas. 
Question,  Along  in  January  ? 
Ansxcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  stay  there  in  the  neighborhood  after  that  t 
Answer.  No,  sir :  I  moved  into  Athens. 
Question.  How  far  off  was  that  f 

-Ztiwiccr.  It  was  fifteen  miles.  C^  r\r\n\o 

Question.  Are  you  living  in  Athens  now  T  °'9'^'^^^  ^^  >^UUg  l^ 

An8U)€i\  No,  sir;  I  came  back  on  the  plantation. 
Question.  To  the  place  where  you  had  been  troubled! 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  did  you  go  back  there  t 
Answer,  The  last  of  February. 

Question.  And  you  have  been  living  at  the  old  place  since  last  February  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  yon  seen  the  men  that  whipped  you  since  that  time  f 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The^  have  not  molested  you  since  f 
Sinswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  they  threatened  y«u  any  f 
Ansu?er,  I  have  heard  that  they  threatened  me. 
Question,  Thejr  have  not  said  anything  to  your  facet 
Answer,  No,  eii. 

Question,  Do  they  know  that  you  know  them  as  the  men  that  whipped  you  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  reckon  they  do. 
Question.  Have  they  ever  said  anything  to  you  about  it  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Collins  did.    He  said  to  me  that  he  was  not  along  that   night ;  that  I 
need  not  think  hard  of  him,  because  he  was  not  alon^. 
Question.  He  wanted  to  clear  himself  in  your  mind  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  made  a  crop  there  this  summer  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  you  a  married  man  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  your  family  there  with  you  t 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  there  now. 
Question.  You  have  got  along  peaceably  until  now  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  are  going  back  there  to  live  this  winter? 
Answ^.  I  am  going  back  there  to  gather  my  crop,  and  then  I  allow  to  leave  there. 
Question.  Where  are  you  going  then  ?  ^ 

Answer.  I  think  I  shall  come  up  to  Atlanta. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 
Question.  You  said  Dr.  Watson  lent  you  money  to  employ  a  lawyer  t 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  did  not  employ  any  lawyer.    They  said  that  each  man  would 
pay  his  costs,  and  just  stop  it  and  not  let  it  go  to  trial. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Wateon  a  good  friend  to  you,  and  kind  to  you  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  trust  him  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  he  attend  your  family  when  sick  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  is  kind  to  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  VOORHEKS: 

Question.  What  ticket  does  he  vote  t 

Anstcer.  He  votes  the  democmtic  ticket,  I  think ;  he  said  to  me  when  I  went  to  Jef- 
ferson to  vote  that  we  could  vote  for  whoev^Br  we  damned  pleased;  just  that  way ;  ho 
did  not  persuade  anybody  to  vote  his  way,  and  they  could  all  vote  for  whoei^er  they 
please ;  that  was  what  he  said. 

Question.  Those  men  who  worked  on  the  road  when  you  had  the  fnss,  were  they  men 
who  worked  for  a  living  as  you  did  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Qvtestion.  They  were  common  men  in  that  community  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  And  that  was  the  class  of  men  who  came  to  your  house  that  night  to  .nolest 
you? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  Odoher  24,  1871. 
JOHN  M.  CHUBCH  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  :  Cooolp 

Q^estitm,  How  old  are  you,  where  were  bom,  and  where  do  yotf'ifiJ#^lmT  ^-^^"^^ 
Anstcer.  I  am  forty-nine  years  old ;  I  was  born  in  Habersham  County,  and  now  live 
there. 
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Question.  When  did  you  come  from  Habersbam  County  f 

Answer,  I  left  their  a  week  ago  yesterday  evening. 

Question,  Will  you  8tat«  whether,  in  your  opiniou,  there  is  an  organization  in  that 
county  known  as  the  Ku-Klux,  and  what  reason  have  you  tor  thinking  bo  f 

Answer,  In  my  opinion  there  is  in  that  coimty  an  organization  known  as  tlu»  Ka- 
Klux.  My  reason  for  believing  it  is  that  I  have  been  credibly  informed  of  their  riding 
in  disguise  in  various  parts  of  that  county. 

Question,  For  how  long  a  time  f 

Answer.  The  only  raid  I  have  heard  of  in  that  county  was  a  short  time  Mfo.  ' 

Question.  How  long  since  you  first  heard  of  the  operations  of  this  klani 

Answer,  In  that  county,  do  you  mean  f 

Question.  Yes.  \ 

Anstcer.  I  heard  of  it  immediately  after  it  took  place ;  it  was  within  a  fow  miks.of 
where  I  live ;  it  has  probably  been  two  months  since  the  thing  took  place. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  Ku-Klux  in  the  county  before  that  tine  ! 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  done  on  that  occasion  T 

Answer,  There  was  a  yard  fence  torn  down. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  else  done  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  person  threatened.  The  gentleman 
that  was  injured  left  the  place  and  went  ofi'down  on  the  railroad. 

Question.  Who  is  he  f 

Answer.  His  name  is  Popham. 

Question.  What  had  they  against  him  f 

Ansicer.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  in  that  county  towards  Union  men  and  negroes  f 

Answer.  The  feeling  in  that  county  against  Union  men  and  negroes  ia  about  the 
same,  and  it  Is  pretty  bad  against  either  and  both,  bad  enough. 

Question.  What  congressional  district  is  that  in  t 

Answer.  It  is  in  the  sixth  congressional  district. 

Qumtion.  Who  represents  that  district  in  Congress  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Price. 

Question.  Are  there  many  republicans  in  that  county  T 

Ansicer.  There  have  been  as  many  republicans — at  least,  the  county  gave  a  majoritv 
in  favor  of  the  ratification  of  the  present  constitution ;  but  they  have  i>eeu  failing  oSf 
ever  since.  They  have  been  intimidated  until  they  will  not  come  out  at  elections,  and 
they  make  a  very  poor  show  now.    I  hardly  know  what  to  call  the  number. 

Question.  How  have  they  been  intimidated  T 

Answer.  By  abuse  and  threats. 

Question.  Who  have  made  those  threats  f 

Answer.  They  have  been  made  by  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  What  sort  of  threats  were  made  f 

Answer.  Generally  threats  have  been  made  for  them  to  leave.  My  life  has  been 
threatened  on  more  than  one  occasion.  And  then  the  abuse  is  thrown  in  their  faces  of 
"  nigger  equality ,''  and  all  such  stuff  as  that.  In  my  estimation  it  does  not  amount  to 
much. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  republican  speech  made  in  your  county  lately  f 

Answer.  None  since  Colonel  Farrow,  of  this  place,  i^de  asx)eech  in  the  presidential 
contest. 

Question.  Why  not  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Wimpy  came  there  while  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress,  and  they 
hissed  at  him;  and  I  advised  him  not  to  attempt  to  speak,  as  I  was  wdl  acquaintea 
with  the  feeling  of  the  people.  He  declined  to  speak ;  and  I  am  sure  there  womd  have 
been  difficulty  if  h#  had  attempted  it, 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  cases  of  violence  in  the  county,  such  slb  killing  or  whip- 

Anstca\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  T 

Answer.  There  have  been  five  or  six  cases  of  violence  by  shooting,  and  some  other 
shooting  that  did  not  take  effect.  Dave  Starrett  was  publicly  shot  and  kOled  in  the 
streets  of  Clarkesville. 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  It  was  soon  after  the  surrender ;  I  do  not  remember  how  long  it  has  been 
since  then-;  it  was  maybe  a  year  after  the  surrender.  Lew  McMillan  was  shot  in 
the  streets  of  Clarkesville ;  he  is  the  next  man  I  remember  being  shot.  And  last  year 
a  man  came  there  who  called  himself  Mr.  Barney,  from  some  county  below  here.  He 
shot  Isaac  Payne  in  town,  right  before  everybody ;  and  he  shot  Jeff.  Starrett  boldly, 
before  everybody.  And  tnere  was  another  boy  shot  there  last  summer,  on  a  Sunday 
morning  in  broad  daylight. 

Question.  Were  those  persons  white  or  black  who  were  shot  t  "^ 
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Answer,  They  were  aD  black  men  and  boys  ivho  were  shot. 

Question,  Has  anybody  been  ponishecl  for  these  shootings  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  nobody  has  been  punished,  and  nobody  has  been  attempted  to  bo 
prosecnted,  except  this  man  Barney.  The  court  was  in  session  a  week  after  he  shot 
these  negroes,  and  the  grand  jury  got  a  bill  against  him.  A  warrant  was  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  sheriff.  Barney  and  the  sheriff"  were  both  in  town,  and  Barney  went 
among  the  citizens  of  the  town  getting  money  to  defend  himself  and  to  help  get  away. 

QuestUm,  Could  the  sheriff  have  arrested  him  without  danger  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  was  afraid  there  would  be  a  shooting  affiur  if  he  attempted  to 
arrest  him,  and  I  think  there  might  hare  been. 

Question,  He  was  not  arrested  f 

Answer,  He  was  not  arrested ;  he  went  off. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  the  sheriff  was  in  sympathy  with  him,  or  was  he  afraid  to 
discharge  his  dnt^f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  think  the  sheriff  was  in  sympathy  with  hhn. 

ByMr.  Scofibld: 
QuesHon,  And  was  afraid  of  him  also  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  afraid  also. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  No  one  has  been  brought  to  trial  or  punished  for  any  of  these  killings  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  At  the  time  of  this  last  shooting  affair  on  Sunday  morning,  the 
young  man  was  walking  out  to  church.  As  it  appears,  there  were  some  boys  waiting 
for  him,  and  one  of  them  stepping  off  the  fence,  says,  ''*  I'll  shoot  you,"  and  shot  him  in 
the  breast,  the  ball  entering  near  the  heart,  and  it  is  there  yet. 

Question,  Did  he  shoot  him  dead  f 

Anewer,  No,  sir ;  he  is  living.  One  of  the  parties  died.  Young  Mr.  White  himself 
has  been  shot  there. 

Question,  How  long  ago  has  it  been  f 

Answer,  Last  June  a  year  ago,  I  think. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  reason  for  shooting  him  or  any  of  the  rest  of  them  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not.  In  regard  to  the  first  one  I  spoke  of,  I  think  thoy  said  he 
was  drinking  and  cutting  up  some  there,  or  had  been  during  the  day. 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  persons  in  your  county  liaving  been  whipped  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  white  man  was  taken  out  of  his  bed  by  some  ruffians  about  the 
village  there.  They  stripped  him,"  tied  him,  and  whipped  him  nearly  to  death.  I 
believe  they  carried  him  back  to  the  village,  about  four  miles  from  his  residence,  and 
whipped  him  once  or  twice  on  the  way.    There  was  no  prosecution  for  that. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  him.  He  staid  there  but  a  short  time,  and  then  went  of^ 
They,  told  him  that  if  he  ever  appeared  in  court  against  them  they  would  kill  him,  and 
he  took  it  for  granted  that  he  had  better  go. 

Question.  Was  he  a  citizen  there  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  had  been  raised  there ;  he  had  not  been  there  long ;  I 
never  got  acquainted  with  him. 

Question.  Was  he  a  northern  man  T 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  where  he  was  from ;  I  never  had  any  acquaintance  with  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  others  having  been  whipped  T 

Answer.  There  is  an  old  negro  in  the  village  there  by  tne  name  of  Charles  Deaso,  a 
respectable  man.  I  knew  of  one  incident  of  which  the  old  man  spoke  to  me.  He  is  a 
man  of  truth  and  veracity,  and  has  as  good  a  character  as  any  man.  Ho  said 
these  fellows  went  infb  his  store  one  night  and  demanded  goods.    He  asked  them  to 

Eay  for  them,  and  they  knocked  him  down  and  kicked  him,  and  then  told  him  that  if 
e  went  to  law  they  would  kill  him.  He  asked  me  what  he  should  do,  and  I  told  him 
he  could  do  his  pleasure.  He  thought  he  would  be  killed  if  he  did  anything ;  and  did 
not  do  anything.  There  was  another  outrage  on  an  old  negro,  who  slept  in  the  store, 
and  was  a  trusty  negro,  and  had  some  friends  about  the  village.  Two  ruffians  went 
into  his  house  at  ni^t  and  kicked  him  out  of  doors  because  he  would  not  give  them 
Bomething  to  eat.  He  attempted  to  punish  them  in  court,  but  he  made  a  complete 
failure,  although  his  evidence  was  direct.  The  negroes  have  quit  asking  for  their  legal 
rights  in  the  courts  in  our  section ;  you  could  not  get  one  to  do  it. 
Question,  Would  they  get  their  rights  if  they  did  ask  for  them  f 
Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  doubt  it  very  much.  I  do  not  think  they  would.  I  do  not  think 
the  civil  law  could  be  enforced  there  in  their  favor. 

Question,  How  would  it  be  with  a  white  republican,  say  a  common  poor  man  T 

Answer."  It  would  be  about  the  same  thing.    The  republicans  keep  their  mouths  shut, 

or  when  they  speak  they  whisper  in  a  little  squad.    They  keep  at  home,  and  refuse  to 

vote  on  account  of  this  very  thing.    Our  county  at  the  beginning  was  Union  by  a 

majority ;  but  things  have  been  managed  in  such  a  way  that  the  people  have  become 
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intimidated,  until  they  will  not  come  out  and  take  part  in  the  elections.  There  are 
only  a  few  there  that  let  the  people  know,  anywhere  and  everywhere,  what  they  are 
politically. 

Question,  Those  men  who  were  injured  were  Union  men  and  republicans? 

Answer.  Those  negroes  T 

Question,  Yes ;  those  that  were  shot,  and  whipped,  and  beaten  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  republicans,  I  suppose.  I  know  that  Dease  and  Star- 
rett  are.    This  last  I  mentioned  is  a  boy  who*  is  not  old  enough  to  vote.    • 

Question,  What  was  the  politics  of  the  parties  who  were  uuderstood  to  have  inflicted 
those  injuries  upon  them  7 

Answer.  Democrats,  every  one  of  them. 

Question,  Had  any  of  them  been  in  the  rebel  army  f 

Ansu>er,  Well,  the  one  in  this  last  shooting  affair  was  a  boy,  who  is  not  old  enosgh 
to  vote  or  to  be  in  the  army.    All  the  rest,  I  suppose,  had  been  in  the  rebel  army ;  no, 
I  think  it  was  generally  understood  that  the  boy  who.  killed  Starrett  was  too  young 
to  have  been  in  the  army. 
By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question,  Do  you  hold  any  office  in  the  county  f 

Answer,  I  am  acting  there  now  as  notary  public  in  the  town  district. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  held  any  office  there  before  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  office  ? 

Answer,  I  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  registration  in  that  senatorial  district ;  that  is, 
for  that  county  and  two  other  counties.  And  I  took  the  census  there  last  summer  for 
that  county ;  and  I  have  been  sheriff  of  that  county  and  deputy  sheriff. 

Question,  What  was  the  term  of  office  f 

Answer,  The  term  is  two  years. 

Question,  When  were  you  sheriff  f 

Answer,  It  was  about  frotfi  1847  to  1851. 

Question,  You  have  not  held  that  office  lately  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  When  the  registration  was  going  on  I  registered  the  votes  in  that 
Benatorial  district;  and  I  took  the  United  States  census  in  that  county  last  year. 

Question,  You  have  always  been  acting  with  the  republican  party  in  that  district  ? 

Answer,  Since  the  surrender  I  have  favored  reconstruction,  without  any  variation, 
from  the  beginning.  I  have  acceded  to  all  the  propositions  for  reconstruction.  I  was 
for  the  Union  before  the  war  as  long  as  I  dared  to  speak,  and  I  was  in  favor  of  the 
Union  during  the  war  ;  and  as  soon  as  I  dared  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  Union  after 
the  war  I  did  so. 

Question,  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  here  in  this  city  f 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  summoned  to' appear  before  themt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  With  whom  have  you  prepared  this  memorandum  to  which  you  have  been 
referring  since  you  have  been  here  in  Atlanta? 

Answer,  1  prepared  this  right  here  to  refresh  my  memory.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
court  had  me  summoned  here  for ;  my  subpoena  was  United  States  against 

Question.  Did  you  ever  yourself  see  any  band  of  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer,  I  have  never  seen  any  man  in  disguise. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge,  except  by  rumor,  of  the  Existence  of  any  such 
band  f 

Answer.  I  have  none,  except  from  information  from  those  who  have  conversed  with 
them,  or  who  say  they  have. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  personally  disturbed  by  any  of  those  men  T 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  never  been  disturbed  in  your  person  or  property  by  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  assailed  in  your  person  or  property  by  lawless  men  in 
your  own  county  since  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  measures  I 

Ansficer,  I  have. 

Question.  State  the  case. 

Answer.  I  was  personally  assailed  on  almost  every  occasion  when  I  appeared  in  public 
.  during  the  time  of  reconstruction. 

Question,  State  the  method  of  assault — what  was  actually  done  to  you. 

Answer.  I  was  not  actually  assaulted,  but  I  saved  myself  by  keeping  out  of  the  nr^, 
and  by  calling  the  sheriff  to  my  aid.  On  one  occasion  a  man  prepared  himself,  mi  a 
friend  who  saw  the  thing  take  place  afterward  informed  me,  with  a  rock  as.bijj^  as  a 
man's  head,  and  waylaid  me  in  the  street  that  night.  ^  t 

Question.  Who  was  that  man  ?  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 

Answer.  I  would  prefer  not  to  tell  his  name. 

Question.  Does  he  live  in  that  town  f 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qiusium,  Was  it  on  account  of  a  personal  grudge  against  you  f 

Anmoer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  political. 

Question,  Was  be  acting  for  himself  or  with  others  ? 

Anatoer.  He  was  put  forward  as  a  tool. 

Questum,  He  was  acting  by  himself  at  that  time  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QtiesUan,  You  spoke  of  persons  who  were  shot  after  the  surrender  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  in  1865  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  By  whom  was  Starrett  killed  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  know  by  whom  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  know  the  man  who  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  you  did  not  know  who  killed  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Who  was  the  next  man  killed  T 

Anstrer.  There  was  no  other  man  killed. 

Question.  Only  one  man  killed  since  the  surrender  T- 

Answer.  But  one  that  I  can  think  of  now  ;  I  have  mentioned  no  one  else. 

Question.  You  have  been  living  there  since  the  surrender,  have  been  acting  as  notary 
public,  and  you  took  the  census  there  f 

Anstter.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  there  have  been  other  murders  in  that  county,  but  I  cannot 
specify  the  circumstances. 

Question,  Can  yon  state  the  case  f 

Answer.  I  know  there  was  a  murder,  and  it  was  before  tlie  grand  jury. 

Question.  Was  the  person  tried  T 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  the  result  T 

Answer,  I  think  the  murder  was  justified. 

Question.  On  the  ground  of  self-defense  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  think  that  was  an  outrage ;  it  was  an  affray  between  two 
negroes,  and  it  raised  no  excitement. 

Question.  The  killing  was  justified  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  Mr.  Barney  f  • 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  him. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  he  had  done  f 

Answer.  That  he  said  he  had  killed  some  negroes. 

Question.  Did  he  say  that  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  it  f 

Answer.  From  hearsay. 

Question.  Then  you  state  upon  hearsay  that  Barney  killed  some  negroes  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  he  killed  any  negroes. 

Question.  You  have  stated  all  you  have  said  about  that  man  upon  rumor  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  upon  rumor. 

Question.  State  the  date  when  you  heard  those  rumors  t 

Anexcer,  Some  of  my  family  saw  this  Payne  shot. 

QuesUon,  By  Barney  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  he  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  stranger  there:  he  came  from  another  county. 

Question,  And  he  went  ofl:'  after  snooting  those  people  i 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  sheriff^  failed  to  arrest  him  f 

AtCswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  the  sheriff? 

Answer.  Mr.  A.  J.  Nix. 

Question  How  do  you  know  the  sheriff  failed  to  arrest  him  because*  he  wished  to 
feilf 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  I  knew  that. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say  to  the  chairman  that  you  belicved|-Jm|^vored  his  escape  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  said  I  believed  that.  ^ 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  fact  f 
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Angxrer.  I  do  not  know  it ;  I  did  not  say  so. 

Question,  Do  you  more  than  suspect  itf 

Answer,  I  believe  it,  from  the  fact  that  he  belonged  to  the  party  ordinarily  railing 
out  against  the  negroes  and  the  republicans. 

Question,  Th&t  is  the  only  reason  you  have  for  believing  this  man  failed  in  his  datyf 

Antwer,  There  is  another  reason ;  he  did  not  arrest  him  when  he  could  have  done  it; 
I  should  have  done  it. 

Question,  Was  that  the  sheriff  who  protected  youf 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  the  date  of  this  failure  to  arrest  that  man  f 

Answer,  Probably  eighteen  months  ago. 

Question,  1  understood  you  that  all  these  acts  of  violence  that  you  have  now  stated 
were  committed  openly,  by  single  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  there  was  no  masking,  and  no  necessity  for  masking  to  shoot  a 
Be^  in  that  county. 

Question,  That  is  your  opinion  f 

Answer.  I  know  it  from  what  I  have  seen. 

Question,  Who  is  the  judge  of  that  district  f 

Answer,  Judge  Davis. 

Question.  What  is  his  full  namet 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember: 

Question.  Do  you  live  in  that  county! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  chairman  of  the  board  of  education! 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QuesHon.  Did  you  not  say  you  were  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  were  a  notary  public  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  yon  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  judge  of  that  district  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  at  this  time  recollect  his  given  name. 

Question,  Where  does  he  live  f  t 

Answer,  I  believe  he  lives  in  Walton.  ^ 

Question,  Is  he  not  an  appointee  of  Governor  Bullock  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  did  his  wholo  duty,  and  the  grand  jury  also  did  theirs ;  they 
got  a  bill  right  away. 

Question,  Who  was  the  prosecuting  officer  f 

Answer,  I  hardly  know  whether  it  was  brought  before  the  grand  jury  by  the  prow- 
cuting  officer ;  the  case  went  before  the  grand  jury,  and  it  might  have  gone  there  in 
the  shape  of  an  indictment  or  a  presentment. 

Question,  Have  you  attended  the' courts  where  any  trials  have  taken  place  for  law- 
lessness or  disorder  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Give  the  dates. 

Answer,  Well,  year  before  last  I  was  acting,  as  I  am  now,  as  notary  public,  aod  I 
constituted  one  member  of  a  county  criminal  court  that  was  organized  by  the  first 
legislature  under  reconstruction.  There  were  two  negroes  brought  before  me  donng 
that  year— that  is,  the  year  before  last— charged  witn  stealing,  and  they  were  both 
convicted,  and  I  sentenced  them  both  to  the  chain-gang. 

Question.  Can  ^ou  give  any  other  cases  f 

Answer,  That  is  all. 

Question,  Then,  in  the  case  of  which  you  are  speaking,  the  negroes  were  convicted  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  present  in  court  when  any  parties  charged  with  whipping 
or  other  lawlessness  have  been  brought  before  the  court  T 

Answer,  They  never  have  been  brought  before  the  court  there. 

Qu^estion,  They  have  never  been  brought  before  the  court  f 

Answer.  Never,  except  the  one  I  told  you  of. 

Question.  Which  one  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  gave  that  negro's  name.  His  name  was  Adam  some- 
thing. Two  men  went  at  night  and  requested  him  to  give  them  supper.  I  think  I 
did  not  tell  all  the  circumstances  of  that  case. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Go  on  and  give  them  now. 

Ansxcer,  These  men  went  there  and  ordered  the  old  man  to  «»ive  them  somethinf^  te 
eat.  He  said  he  had  nothing  fit  for  them  to  eat.  They  then  kicked  him  out  of  docm^ 
threw  his  furniture  out,  and  abused  him  pretty  considerably.  His  friends  in  towtt 
carried  the  case  before  the  grand  jury  of  what  then  existed  as  a  district  court  in  our 
State.  «.  a    ^  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question,  Was  it  before  Jadge  Davis  f 

Anmoer.  It  was  not  that  kind  of  a  court ;  it  was  a  connty  court. 

Question.  Wliat  was  the  date  of  that  T 

An9wer.  In  1868.  He  failed  to  get  a  bill  then,  and  he  tried  the  seooud  time  and  got 
a  bill.  When  the  case  came  before  the  court  for  trial  it  was  all  thrown  out  of  eourty 
and  nothingdone. 

Question.  How  thrown  out  of  court  t 

Answer,  It  was  nonprossed,  or  dismissed  from  some  defect. 

Qwsstum,  From  some  defect  in  the  indictment  ? 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion,  The  indictment  was  quashed  as  a  defective  indictment  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  or  it  was  nollprossed. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  fact  of  which  you  speak  f 

Anewer,  I  asked  one  of  the  members  of  the  grand  jury. 

Question,  You  say  a  bill  was  found  by  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  bill  was  subsequently  quashed  or  it  in  some  way  failed  before  the 
court  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  that  indictment  failed  for  some  defect  or  imper- 
fection in  it  f 

Answer,  That  was  my  understanding ;  the  records  of  the  court  will  show  that. 

Question,  Is  that  one  of  those  cases  which  you  characterize  as  outrages  in  youi 
county,  which  led  you  to  think  there  is  no  justice  there  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  one  of  the  cases  I  mentioned ;  it  surely  was  an  outrage. 

Question.  You  believe  that  the  quashing  of  an  indictment  for  an  imperfection  in  it 
was  an  outrage.  Were  those  two  men  disguised  at  all  who  assaulted  the  old  man  and 
subsequently  were  indicted  in  the  case  you  mentioned  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  just  two  ruffians,  I  think  you  termed  them,  who  entered  his 
cabin  f  ♦ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  I  term  them  ruffians  yet. 

Question,  Dp  you  know  of  a  case  in  your  county  in  which  an  attack  has  been  made, 
and  the  parties  have  been  brought  before  the  court,  in  which  there  has  been  a  failure 
of  justice?    I  mean  now  any  case  of  physical  injury ;  if  so,  state  the  case. 

Answer,  That  is  the  only  case  that  has  been  brought  into  our  court. 

Question.  Then  there  has  been  no  failure,  because  no  case  has  yet  been  brought  into 
conrt;  is  that  the  truth  f 

Answer,  Well,  the  cases  have  not  been  brought. 

Qu>estion,  Therefore  there  has  been  no  failure,  because  there  were  no  cases  brought ; 
ifl  that  the  truth  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  cause  of  it )  that  may  be  the  cause,  or  it  may  not. 

Question,  Is,  then,  what  you  have  stated  a  mere  opinion  upon  this  subject? 

Answer,  It  is  my  opinion  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  circun^stances. 

Question.  Have  you  stated  all  the  facts  upon  which  your  opinion  is  based  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  other  particular  facts. 

Question.  What  is  the  other  tiibunal  with  criminal  jurisdiction  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  There  is  no  other  tribunal  with  criminal  jurisdiction  but  the  superior  court. 

Question.  Is  Judse  Davis  the  judge  of  that  court  7 

Answer,  Not  at  tnlf  time.    There  has  been 

Question,  What  has  there  been  ? 

Answer.  I  told  yon  that  there  was  a  county  criminal  court. 

Question,  Who  compose  that  court  f 

Answer,  Judge  Sutton  was  the  judge  at  the  time  of  this  outrage  against  the  old  negro 
man,  when  they  got  a  bill  before  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  The  ^and  jury  found  a  bill  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  at  the  second  trial. 

Question,  And  then  the  indictment  was  quashed  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  are  you  elected  to  your  office  of  notary  public  f 
Answer.  I  was  appointed  by  Governor  Bullock. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  been  asked  rex>eatedly,  in  connection  with  these  cases  of  outrage 
upon  Adam,  how  the  case  went  out  of  court.  Do  you  wish  to  be  understood  as  sayiug 
that  the  indictment  was  quashed,  or  was  it  noU  prosscd,  or  was  there  some  other  mode 
in  which  the  case  never  came  to  trial  ? 

Answer.  I  never  examined  the  record ;  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  alleged  defect  in 
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the  indictment.  I  think  there  was  some  kind  of  defect.  It  was  either  noil  prossed  or 
quashed  in  some  way,  or  got  oat  of  court  for  some  cause ;  I  never  inquired  partlculariy 
into  it. 

Question,  During  all  the  time  since  the  war  has  there  been  a  single  instance  in  yonr 
county  in  which  a  white  man  has  been  tried  and  punished  for  an  injury  done  a  colored 
mauf 

Answer,  Not  one.  And,  in  fact,  since  that  case  of  Adam  there  has  not  been  a  negro 
who  has  attempted  to  seek  redress  in  a  court. 

Question,  Why!  • 

Answer.  Because  he  knows  he  cannot  get  it.  There  were  all  those  cases  of  shootiag 
by  Barney.  Isaac  Payne  was  shot  down  and  rendered  unable  to  attend  to  business. 
His  friend  Starrett  went  to  ^  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  district  and  asked  for  a  war- 
rant. After  the  warrant  had  been  dra\vn  up  by  an  attorney  there,  I  think  by  Judge 
Sutton,  he  asked  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  sign  it.  The  justice  of  the  x»eace  cansed 
him,  and  drove  him  awav  without  doing  it ;  so  I  was  informed.  And  then  Barney  shot 
Jeff  Starrett  for  asking  for  that  warrant. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Barney  was  a  stranger  in  the  county  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  shot  at  two  or  three  others. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  stating  these  things  upon  information.  Do  you  regard  thai 
information  as  reliable,  and  as  truef 

Answer.  I  believe  it  to  be  true. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  that  you  were  an  old  sheriff  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  from  1847  to  185f,  I  think. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  party  attempting  an  injury  upon  you,  and  said  that  you  did 
not  wish  to  give  his  name ;  why  not  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  want  to  get  up  these  old  broils.  I  have  been  trying  to  act  as 
consistently  as  I  could.  I  have  not  had  any  political  jowers  with  any  person  during 
that  time. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  criminal  offense,  the  perpetrators  of  which  you  would 
be  unwilling  to  name  even  here  to  us  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  of  a  murder.  I  do  not  know  positively  who  did  it ;  but  I 
would  not  like  to  say  who  I  think  did  it. 

Question.  Why  not? 

Answer.  Because  I  think  it  would  endanger  my  life  there  if  I  should  do  so.  From 
my  knowledge  of  public  sentiment  there  I  Know  that  it  could  not  bo  prosecuted  to  a 
final  result. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  would  be  possible  to  bring  the  supposed  offender  to  trial 
in  your  county,  and  have  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  of  it ;  I  have  no  idea  that  he  would  be  held  in  jail  there  at  all 
or  punished  by  any  means. 

Question.  Was  that  murder  one  of  the  cases  you  have  mentioned  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Question.  You  say  that  you  do  not  know  that  the  person  committed  the  act  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  you  have  a  right  to  charge  a  man  with  murder  upon 
mere  suspicion  f  .j0 

Answer,  1  have  not  done  it,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  do  it.  Tuat  is  just  what  I  am 
talking  about.    I  have  refused  to  do  it. 

Question,  I  ask  yon  if  you  conscientiously  believe  that  you  have  a  right  to  charge  a 
fellow-man  with  murder  upon  mere  suspicion,  and  without  knowledge  of  the  facts  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  a  right • 

Question,  Answer  my  question,  if  you  can  f 

Ansu)er,  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  fair  question,  or  put  in  a  fair  way. 

Question.  You  have  been  asked  by  the  chairman  whether  you  know  any  crimioal 
offense,  the  perpetrators  of  which  you  would  be  unwilling  to  name  even  here  to  us,  and 
you  answered  tnat  you  did. 

Answer,  The  facts  in  the  case  are  these :  Everybody  knew  that  that  nopro  was  riiot 
dead ;  he  was  seen  after  he  was  shot,  and  they  took  his  body  and  buried  it.  I  had  no 
doubt  that  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  village  know  who  did  it ;  they  have  talked  about 
it.^  I  have  heard  rumors,  not  a  few,  about  it.  The  person  who  is  suspected  of  com- 
mitting that  murder  ran  away  and  staid  away.  The  circumstances  of  the  case  justiff 
me  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  the  man  who  committed  that  murder. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  yourself  of  the  facts  ?  C^r^r^n]p>^ 

Answer.  I  have  said  from  the  beginning  that  I  have  not.3i^ized  by  vjOO^^IC 

Question,  Then  I  ask  you  if  you  conscientiously  believe  that  you  have  a  xi^bi  to 
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charge  a  fellow-man  with  murder  upon  mere  suspicion,  and  without  knowledge  of  the 
facts? 

Anmoer.  I  conscientiously  heliove  that  I  am  justified  in  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  I  have  arrived  at  from  th^  circumstances  with  rej^ard  to  the  guilt  of  that  person. 

Question,  And  ^ou  do  it  without  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 

Question,  You  have  made  no  charges,  and  you  have  named  no  person  f 
Answer,  Ko,  sir,  I  have  made  no  charges,  and  named  no  person. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^  ^ 

Question,  Do  you  think  you  would  he  safe  in  making  statements  here  that  would 
tend  to  implicate  that  party  ? 

Ansfwer,  I  do  not  know  whether  you  intend  to  puhlish  this  testimony  or  not.  I  could 
not  make  any  more  x)erfect  charge  hefore  a  court  than  just  what  I  have  stated  here, 
that,  from  the  circumstances,  I  have  a  right  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  a  certain 
person  is  guilty  of  that  oflfense. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  witnesses  who  have  come  or  who  are  to  come 
beiore  this  comnuttee  are  watched,  and  whether  there  have  heen  any  threats  made 
against  any  of  them,  and  whether  any  persons  have  been  afraid  to  testify  hefore  this 
committee  fi-om  fear  that  they  would  "be  punished  for  telHng  what  they  knew  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  was  abused  as  I  was  coming  down  hero  myself,  for  appearing  be- 
fore this  committee.  I  was  questioned  pretty  considerably,  and  I  was  asked  for  my 
Bubpcena,  that  it  might  be  looked  at,  and  I  showed  it. 

Question,  By  whom  w'as  that  f 
•  Answer,  I  do  not  know  the  men's  names ;  they  were  strangers  to  me  in  the  cars  as  I 
came  along.    They  were  very  abusive  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
revenue  laws,  and  of  the  prosecutions  of  these  Ku-Klux,  and  of  illicit  distillers. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  whether  these  disguised  bands  went  to  this  man's  house  and 
caused  him  to  leave  your  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  in  the  neighborhood  above  me.  I  do  not  know,  as  I  stated 
at  the  start,  whether  they  niade  any  threats  or  not.  At  any  rate,  he  left  immediately 
afterwards,  and  went  up  the  railroad  with  his  family. 

Question,  And  he  has  not  been  back  there  since  f 

Ansicen,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  How  long  ago  was  that  t 

Answer.  Probably  a  month. 

By  Mr.  Batabd  : 

Question,  Are  there  illicit  stills  in  that  neighborhood  of  country  f 

Answer,  There  have  been. 

Question,  Was  this  man  driven  away  on  acconnt  of  his  connection  with  them  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  was  charged  with  that ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  was. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  that 
business? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge;  a  dozen,  probably. 

Question,  It  was  all  rumor  ? 

Answer,  It  was  all  rumor,  reliable  rumor;  it  was  close  to  me,  in  an  adjoining 
district. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  threats  and  abuse  directed  to  you  while  on  your  way  here  f 

Answer.  Not  x>er8onally  towards  me. 

Question,  They  expressed  a  general  dissatisfaction  with  this  examination,  and  with 
regard  to  the  prosecutions  of  Ku-Klux  and  distillers  ? 

Answp:  Yes,  sir.  A  man  questioned  me  in  what  1  call  rather  an  unfriendly  way,  and 
seemed  to  be  indignant.  He  questioned  me  as  to  whether  I  was  going  to  attend  a 
military  court  or  a  civil  court ;  what  I  was  going  to  do,  and  what  |  knew  about  these 
things. 

Question,  And  he  asked  to  look  at  your  subpoena  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  the  character  of  the  acts  they  did  towards  you  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Thej;  were  strangers  to  yout 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  dia  not  inquire  their  names.  # 

Question.  This  was  on  a  railway  train  f 

ATtswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  This  is  what  you  spoke  of  as  abuse  f 

Answer,  It  was  abuse  of  the  Government  that  I  spoke  of  there.  One  of  the  men  laid 
that  he  would  bushwhack  as  long  as  he  had  breath  in  his  body ;  and  that  if  the  Ku- 
Klux  would  kill  a  few  of  these  damned  Yankees,  he  thought  they  would  quit  trying  to 
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enforce  the  revenue  law  in  re^cftrd  to  distilling.  He  said  that  if  they  were  to  imprison 
him  or  to  handcuff  him,  he  would  fight  them  until  he  died,  and  so  on,  rather  in  a  gas- 
ing  way. 

Question.  This  was  a  stranger  to  you;* on  the  railroad  train  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  A  man  whom  you  never  saw  hefore,  and  have  not  seen  since  T 

Answer.  I  never  saw  him  hefore  or  since. 

By  the  Chairman  :  j 

Question.  How  did  he  find  out  that  you  were  coming  here  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer.  One  came  from  Gainsville  with  me.  The  first  question  was,  whether  there 
were  any  prisoners  with  me.  There  were  some. soldiers  along,  and  I  reckon  they  sup- 
posed that  there  were  some  prisoners,  and  that  maybe  I  was  one.  I  said  there  was  no 
prisoner  on  the  train  that  I  knew  of.    That  is  the  way  the  conversation  came  up. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  men  who  during  the  war  were  engaged  in  rebel- 
lion against  the  Government,  and  were  trying  to  overthrow  it  and  break  it  down,  have 
the  same  feeling  of  hostility  to  it  now  that  they  had  then  f 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  those  I  am  acquainted  with  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  know  that  the  spirit  of  rebellion  in  our  county  is  just  as  high  as  it  ever 
was  J I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  My  opportunity  has  been  good  to  enable  me  to  know  the 
sentiment  of  the  people  in  that  section,  and  I  know  it  as  well  as  any  man  in  Northern 
Georgia.  I  heard  them  express  tliis  sentiment  several  times,  in  regard  to  the  fire  in 
Chicago,  that  they  were  glad  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  snppose  you  could  recruit  any  soldiers  in  your  county  to  go  into  war 
against  the  Government  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  there  are  many  there  that  might  be  recruited  if  they  thought 
there  was  a  prospect  of  success,  or  any  hope  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  such  attempt  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  please  give  the  names  of  the  individuals  who  expiessed  joy  over 
the  disaster  at  Chicago  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  has  been  done  sometimes  by  strangers  in  this  place. 

Question.  We  want  the  names,  for  it  is  a  fearful  charge.  I  thinK,  when  you  speak  of 
the  people,  you  ought  to  exclude  those  who  did  not  say  such  a  thing  from  tBoso  who 
did.  I  want  to  get  at  the  bad  men  of  your  community,  and  I  do  not  want  the  innocent 
to  suffer  with  the  guilty.  I  want  the  names  of  the  men  who  made  that  fiendish  re- 
mark, and  I  want  you  to  state  where  it  was  done. 

Answer.  I  do  not  want  to  do  it. 

Question.  I  think  you  should  do  it,  in  order  that  those  who  ma<le  that  remark  should 
be  held  up  to  the  public  detestation.    Were  those  men  known  to  you  personally  t 

Answer.  1  know  some  of  their  names.    Can  you  punish  them  f 

Question.  That  is  not  the  question ;  you  can  only  punish  them  by  the  i)Ublic  scorn 
and  detestation. 

Answer.  I  think  if  that  is  so  they  would  punish  themselves,  if  there  was  any  man 
who  detests  them,  for  they  spoke  it  publicly. 

Question.  1  think  when  you  have  made  that  charge  you  ought  to  specify  the  people, 
certainly  their  numbers,  who,  among  your  fellow-citizens,  made  such  a  remark. 

Answer.  I  have  no  objection  to  giving  the  numbers ;  I  do  not  think  I  ought  to  ffive 
the  names,  and  I  do  not  think  you  ought  to  require  me  to  do  it.  You  know  that  I  live 
here,  and  what  is  the  use  of  requiring  me  to  do  that? 

Question.  How  many  men  do  you  know  personally  who  said  such  a  thing  T 

Answer.  I  know  two  in  this  town  who  said  that  since  I  came  here. 

QuesUon.  Any  in  your  neighborhood  f 

Answer.  1  have  n^ver  heard  any  other. 

Question.  You  say  that  two  of  them  are  men  that  you  know  T 

Answer.  Two  that  I  remember  now. 

Question.  Are  they  all  that  you  know  who  said  this  T 

Answer,  1  think  1  have  heard  another,  but  I  do  not  remember  his  name ;  I  will  not 
be  positive  about  that,  and  if  I  did  hear  him,  I  do  not  think  I  am  acquainted  with  him. 
I  remember  at  this  time  of  two  persons  whom  I  do  know. 

^Question.  Then  your  charge  ot  that  kind  comes  down  to  the  fact  that  two  men  in 
Atlanta,  since  you  have  been  here,  have  made  such  a  statement  in  your  presence  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  all  you  meant  by  the  charge  you  made  f 

Ansuxr,  Yeaj  BIT,  C^n%r^ri]o 

Question.  And  those  names  you  prefer  not  to  give  T        Jigitized  by  vjOOQ  IC 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  prefer  not  to  give  them. 
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QueBUim,  Yon  do  not  think  it  would  be  safe  for  yon  to  charge  a  man.  with  anything 
of  that  kind  f 

Answer,  I  am  not  afraid  of  one  man,  not  generally,  but  I  dislike  trouble,  I  love  peace. 
These  men  woald  not  deny  it  to  me  ;  I  am  sure  of  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  those  declarations  made  publicly  f 

Answer,  One  was  made  in  a  dwelling-house,  when  there  was  no  other  gentleman 
present,  but  there  were  some  ladies  present.  The  other  was  made  in  a  store,  when,  I 
believe,  there  was  no  other  person  present  at  aU  but  myself. 


Atlanta,  Georoia,  October  24, 1871. 

HENRT  C.  TROTTER  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  old  are  you,  where  were  yon  born,  and  where  do  you  now  live  f 

Answer.  I  was  twenty-five  years  old  on  the  6th  of  last  June ;  I  was  bom  in  Haber- 
sham County,  and  I  now  live  there. 

Question.  What  is  your  political  association  at  the  present  time  f 

Answer.  I  am  a  democat. 

Question.  Do  you  hold  any  office  in  that  county  T 

Answer.  Nowf 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  held  any  at  any  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  notary  public  at  one  time  of  the  1021st  militia  district,  in 
Habersham  County. 

Question.  I  wish  you  would  state  to  the  committee  whether  any  propositions  have 
been  made  to  you  to  get  up  a  secret  organization  in  your  county ;  if  so,  state  by  whom, 
-when  it  wsis,  and  all  about  it. 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  the  exact  time,  but  some*  three  persons  came  to  me  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  me  to  administer  an  oath  in  a  secret  organization  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  down  the  revenue  law. 

Question.  Did  thev  bring  you  the  form  of  oath  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  tney  did  not. 

Question.  Did  they  show  it  to  you,  or  tell  you  what  the  oath  wast 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  To  whom  did  they  want  yon  to  administer  the  oath  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Albert  Henderson,  Mr.  Henry  Henderson,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Oakes  wanted 
me  to  administer  the  oath  to  them,  and  to  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  W.  Bailey  Smith. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  the  form  of  oath  they  wante<l  you  to  administer  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  wanted  me  to  administer  such  an  oath  as  would  form  a  so- 
ciety ;  they  were  to  have  signs  and  secrets,  and  to  have  an  oath  that  would  make  them 
stick  to  each  other. 

Question.  A  society  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  revenue  laws? 

Answer.  Yes,  dir. 

QuesHon.  How  long  ago  was  that? 

Answer.  1  think  it  was  in  1865;  no,  I  am  mistaken  in  that ;  I  think  it  was  in  1867. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  disguised  parties  riding  about  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  so,  but  I  have  never  seen  them. 

Question.  How  long  since  you  first  heard  of  them  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  uas  been  about  three  months. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  ? 

Answer.  They  have  been  shooting  about,  and  whipping  some  negroes ;  they  shot  at 
Mr.  Holcombe. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  have  you  heard  of  their  whipping  f 

Answer.  Only  three  in  that  county,  I  believe. 

Question.  In  what  portion  of  the  county  was  that  f 

Answer.  This  was  m  White,  in  the  Blue  Creek  district. 

Question.  How  far  from  where  you  live  f 

Answer.  About  two  mUes  and  a  quarter. 

Question,  How  many  persons  were  understood  to  be  riding  about  together  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  about  seventy-five. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  they  were  disguised? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  they  just  had  a  plain  dress  on,  and  something  over  their 
faces.  ^ 

Question.  False  faces  ? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  ouderstood  that  most  of  tbe  lioraes  were  covered-    • 
Question,  Were  they  going  about  in  the  day-timo  or  in  the  night  ? 
Answer,  In  the  night. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  reason  why  they  were  shooting  and  whipping  in  that 
•way  f 
Answer.  No,  sir,  not  particdlarly. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question,  You  say  that  somo  young  men,  whose  names  you  have  given,  came  to  you 
to  administer  some  oath  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  are  a  notary  public  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  form  of  that  oath  you  do  not  recollect  t 

^Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  wanted  me  to  draw  up  the  form. 

Question.  And  you  declined  to  do  it  ? 

Answer.  I  first  agreed  to  do  it  under  certain  circumstances,  and  then  I  reconsidered 
the  thing  and  did  not  do  it. 

Question,  Were  those  men  engaged,  or  did  thdy  propose  to  engage,  in  illicit  distill- 
ing T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  This  was  a  kind  of  combination  on  their  part  to  evade  the  lawt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
,     Question,  That  was  what  you  spoke  off 
'     Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  in  1867  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  known  anything  of  it,  of  your  own  knowledge,  since  that  timef 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  yourself  ever  see  any  of  these  bands  of  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qiiestion.  And  what  information  you  have  regarding  them  is  merely  country  romor, 
nothing  stronger  than  that? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  do  you  have  the  same  information,  based  upon  the  same  kind  of 
knowledge,  that  these  bands  are  still  engaged  in  the  distilling  business? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  of  negroes  being  whipped  in  the  adjoining  county  of 
Whiter 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  feet  that  they  were  accused  of  reporting 
these  men  to  the  revenue  officers  t 

Answer,  I  have  not. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  that  that  was  the  reason  for  thei% being  whipped  t 

Answer,  I  do  not. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  throe  men  being  whipped ;  is  not  that  mere  matt^  of 
rumor,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  is  concerned  ? 

Answer,  What  I  understood  they  whipped  those  negroes  about  was  that  they  had 
told  that  they  knew  something  about  who  killed  m*.  Cason,  who  had  been  Unit'Cd 
States  marshal  up  there ;  I  suppose  they  told  out  that  they  knew  one  or  two  persons ; 
that  they  had  met  them  returning  in  disguise,  and  I  suppose  that  is  what  those  men 
whipped  them  for. 

Question.  Those  negroes  were  charging  certain  parties  there  with  having  been  con- 
nected with  a  murder,  and  it  was  supposed  the  whippings  were  on  account  of  their 
having  made  that  charge  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Q,uest%on,  Do  jon  know  of  any  such  case  in  yoxir  county? 
'    Answer,  No,  sir. 

•  Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Habersham  County  f 
'    Answer,  All  my  life  until  last  year. 

•  Qu^tion,  You  were  brought  up  and  raised  there,  and  you  know  all  the  people  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  you  generally  acquainted  through  the  county  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  ffenerally  a  peaceful  and  friendly  condition  of  feeling  among  the  ' 
people  in  the  county  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  i>eace  and  good  order  there  t  ^^  t 

^cr.  Yes,  sir.        ^   .    ^^  .    ,  .  .    .v  •    .    DiaitizedhyGoOsle 

Question,  Are  men  safe  in  their  homes  and  in  their  houses  and  property^ 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  in  Habersham  they  are. 
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Question,  Do  you  believe,  and  would  you  here  state  upon  your  oath,  that  protection 
is  given  to  people,  both  white  and  black,  by  the  laws  there,  generally  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Suppose  a  black  man,  or  a  man  of  any  politics,  had  a  wrong  done  him,  an 
outrage  inflicted  upon  him,  or  his  property  taken  froufc  him,  would  ho  have  a  good 
chance  to  obtain  justice  before  the  juries  of  that  county  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  he  would. 

Question.  State  the  reason  why. 

Answer.  There  was  a  parcel  of  men  down  there  about  Clarkesville,  and  I  have  under- 
stood at  certain  times  that  they  could  not  get  justice  down  there.  I  have  known  one 
or  two  cases  tried  before  the  superior  court  there  wl^en  the  prosecutors  could  not  get 
justice. 

Question.  What  was  the  case  f 

Answer.  The  case  of  Hamp  Cason  and  Mr.  Lossing. 

Option.  How  long  ago  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  in  1865.  \ 

Question.  Six  years  ago,  just  after  tne  surrender  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Well,  now,  within  the  last  year,  in  regard  to  the  present  time,  I  will  ask 
jpu  whether,  if  a  man  is  injured  in  his  person  and  property  and  comes  into  court  for 
justice,  he^an  reasonably  hope  to  obtain  it  there  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  ho  could,  from  what  I  can  hear  the  people  say  there ;  I  only 
bear  them  talk.  It  just  occurs  to  my  mind  that  they  could  not  get  justice  under  cer- 
tain circumstances. 

Question.  Have  you  .known  any  cases  in  court  of  failure  to  get  justice  other  than 
those  you  have  mentioned  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  recollect  of  now. 

Question.  Have  you  known  a  case  where  a  man  has  been  injured  in  person  and  prop- 
erty within  the  last  two  years,  and  the  case  was  brought  before  the  conrts,  and  there 
was  an  absolute,  plain  failure  to  obtain  justice  in  that  case  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  any. 

Question.  Who  is  the  judge  of  your  district  T 

Answer.  Judge  Davis. 
'     Question.  What  is  his  full  name  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Is  he  an  appointee  of  Governor  Bullock  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  your  sheriff  there  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  sheriff  there.  There  have  been  some  two  or  three 
elected  who  have  failed  to  ^ive  security,  and  I  think  the  coroner  is  acting  sheriff  now. 

Question.  What  is  the  x>olitical  complexion  of  the  county  f 

Answer.  I  believe  it  is  mostly  democratic. 

Question.  Were  thos&sheriffs  who  failed  to  give  security  democratic  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.       • 

Question.  Who  is  coroner  and  acts  as  sheriff  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Jack  Nix. 

Question.  Is  he  a  iair  man  and  a  good  citizen  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  he  do  his  duty  and  execute  all  process  f 

Answei^.  1  thmk  he  failed  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Barney.  There  was  one  Mr.  Barney,  who 
came  up  there  and  killed  several  negroes  around  there. 

Question.  How  long  ago  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  loiow  exactly  how  long  ago  that  was.  At  that  time  I  had  not  been 
about  Clarkesville,  and  I  did  not  understand  those  things.  I  only  suppose  they  did 
not  take  him  up,  as  they  ought  to.  They  got  a  warrant  out  against  him,  but  the 
sheriff  let  him  slip,  by  some  means  or  other. 

Queetion.  How  long  ago  was  that  7 

Answer,  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  think  it  was  about  1869. 

Question.  Who  was  Barney  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  him. 

Question.  Was  he  a  stranger  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  violent,  lawless  man  who  shot  these  black  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiesiion.  And  when  they  got  out  writs  you  think  the  sheriff  let  him  slip  off  in  some 
way,  and  he  got  away  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesfioft.  Has  he  ever  returned  since f  ^         ,,    C^i^r\n](> 

Answer.  No,  sir.  ^'9'^'^^^  ^v  ^^OOglL 


496   CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 

Question.  Does  the  law  antliorize  the  governor  of  your  State  to  offer  rowards  te 
marderers  f 

Answer,  1  have  not  seen  it. 

Question.  You  have  not  seen  any  reward  f 

Answer.  I  have  not.      ^       §         * 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Barney  left  the  State  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  he  commit  these  acts  by  himself  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  he  did. 

Question.  Where  does  Judge  Davis  live  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  Would  he  have  Jurisdiction  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  such  offenses  as  maltreating  people,  whipping  them,  or  injuring  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  has. 

Questiont  Who  is  the  prosecuting  officer,  the  district  attorney,  or  solicitor  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  Marler. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer.  I  did  know,  but  I  have  forgotten  now. 

Question,  Docs  he  live  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  He  does  uot.  # 

Question.  Who  is  his  deputy  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  population  of  your  county  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  how  many  people  there  are  in  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  proportion  of  black  people  and  white  people? 

Ansioer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  number  of  votes  polled  at  the  eleetioa  f 
*  Answer.  No,  sir.  I  am  a  farmer  by  profession,  and  do  not  know  anything  about  those 
things. 

Question.  Do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  of  any  combination  of  any  kind,  at 
this  time,  to  resist  the  laws  of  the  United  States  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anything  like  an  organization  which  is  hostile  to  theG^r- 
emment  of  the  United  States  in  your  district  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon.  I  understand  you  to  say,  in  reply  to  questions  which  have  been  asked  you, 
that  you  do  not  think  a  negro  man,  or  a  republican,  would  be  likely  to  get  jostioe  in 
the  courts  of  your  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  With  reference  to  this  man  Barney,  this  stranger  who  came  there,  do  3rou 
know  whether  the  people  round  about  Clarkesville  made  up  a  purse  of  money  to  liftlp 
him  get  off! 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  did ;  it  is  not  within  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  it  so  reported  T 

Amswer,  Yes,  sir. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  94,  187L 
■  G.  B.  HOLCOMBE  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  de  you  now  live  t 

Answer,  I  was  forty-six  years  old  last  May ;  I  was  bom  in  that  portion  of  HabenliMi 
County  now  White  County,  and  I  now  live  in  White  County. 

Question.  When  did  you  come  here  ? 

Answer,  I  went  home  on  Saturday,  and  then  came  back  here  yesterday  morning; 

Question.  Will  you  state  if  you  know  anything  about  an  organization  of  peopidjgBD- 
erally  called  Ku-Klux  t 

Ansvser.  Well,  sir,  I  saw  some  I  took  to  be  they ;  they  were  dispdsed  men ;  thciy  cmam 
to  my  house  one  night  last  spring,  and  left  notice  for  me  that  if  I  wanted  to  live  kotf 
and  to  die  happy  uot  to  attend  the  United  States  court  j  that  they  had  nndesBtooil 
was  going  to  attend  the  United  States  court,  and  that  if  I  wanted  to  liv©  long  i  '  "^ 
happy,  not  to  go. 
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Question.  They  left  that  notice  for  you  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  them  when  they  como  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  f 

Answer.  There  were  sixteen. 

Question.  Were  they  riding  or  walking  T 

Answer.    They  were  riding. 

Ql^tion.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  f 
.    Answer.  I  thought  I  knew  a  portion  of  them. 

;  '  Question.  Will  you  state  the  names  of  those  you  thought  you  knew,  if  you  have  no 
objection  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  knew  two  of  the  Alleys,  Henry  and  James,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Oakes 
by  his  voice :  those  are  all  I  could  identify. 

Question.  Did  they  give  you  this  notice  in  writing  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  speak  to  them.  My  mother  is  a  midwife ;  and  when 
somebody  hollered  I  paid  no  particular  attention  to  it,  as  they  used  to  call  her  up  at  all 
times  of  night.  She  went  out  and  talked  to  them.  My  wife,  hearing  them  talking  so 
long,  got  up,  looked  out  of  the  window  and  saw  them.  She  told  mo  and  my  brother, 
and  I  got  n^  and  looked  out  of  the  window  and  saw  them. 

Question,  Is  that  the  only  time  you  ever  saw  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  only  time  I  ever  saw  them ;  I  have  heard  of  them  frequently. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  molested  in  any  way  by  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  attended  the  court,  and  they  waylaid  me  and  shot  mo ;  they 
killed  a  good  horse  from  under  me,  and  shot  me  through  the  le^  as  I  returned  irom 
court 

Question.  When  was  that  T 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  last  May. 

Question.  Where  was  the  shooting  done  f 

Answer.  It  was  done  in  White  County,  near  where  I  live,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or 
two  miles  from  where  I  live. 

Question.  In  a  public  road  f 

Answer.  It  was  in  a  settlement  road,  when  I  left  the  public  road  and  turned  off  to 
go  home ;  it  was  not  more  than  two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  where  I  quit  the 
public  road  that  I  was  shot. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  party  who  shot  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  day-time  or  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer,  It  was  in  the  fall  of  evening,  just  befoi-e  night ;  probably  an  hour  or  throe- 
qnarters  of  an  hour  before  sundown. 

Question.  What  sort  of  weapon  were  you  shot  with  f 

Answer.  I  think  from  the  bullet  that  it  was  an  army  gun.  The  bullet  went  through 
my  leg  and  through  my  horse  to  the  skin  on  the  othScr  side.  They  cut  it  out ;  it  was 
ao  ounce  bullet. 

Question.  How  long  since  yon  have  heard  of  these  disguised  bands  of  men  in  your 
part  of  the  country  f 

Answer.  I  heard  of  them  in  our  neighborhood  along  the  latter  part  of  last  winter ; 
that  was  the  first  I  heard  of  them ;  along  in  March,  may  bo,  I  heard  of  them  in  other 
places ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  so  or  not. 

Question.  Have  they  been  going  about  through  tlie  settlement  and  over  the  country 
since  that  time  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  they  made  some  raids,  I  suppose  ;  I  never  saw  them.  I  have  just 
heard  of  their  whipping  negroes  in  our  own  county  and  abusing  white  people.  They 
whipped  some  white  men  in  our  county ;  they  whipped  a  fellow  of  tho  name  of  Silas^ 
Hutcnens,  so  the  report  is ;  he  got  a  true  bill  against  them ;  I  was  in  the  court  at  tho 
time ;  they  ran  him  off  from  my  county,  and  I  have  understood  he  is  in  Clay  County, 
North  Carolina. 

Question,  Have  any  of  these  parties  been  brought  to  trial  and  punished  for  this  mis 
conduct  f 

Answer,  We  have  tried  them  in  our  county,  had  them  returned  by  the  grand  jury, 
but  our  courts,  I  do  not  think,  will  do  anything  with  them. 

Question.  Nothing  has  been  done  yet  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  from  what  I  can  learn  it  is  not  worth  while  to  try  ;  the  leatliug  raer 
there  say  that  we  cannot  prosecute  a  suit  if  any  one  of  us  was  murdered  who  was  op- 
posed to  them ;  that  they  are  linked  from  shore  to  shore ;  lawyer  Palmer,  of  Cleveland 
told  my  brother-in-law  so ;  that  they  intended  to  carry  out  anything  they  uiMlcrtook| 

Question,  Who  is  your  brother-in-law  T  uigitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Antwer.  Daniel  H.  McCuUom.  ^ 

32  G 
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Question,  Is  lawyer  Palmer  nnderstood  to  belong  to  it  f 

Anwjer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  general  understanding  in  onr  coanty. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question,  What  is  his  fall  name  f 
Answer,  We  call  him  Duke  Palmer ;  he  signs  himself  M.  K.  Palmer. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  came  he  to  have  this  talk  with  him  ? 

Answer,  They  ran  in  on  my  brother-in-law  becauso«.he  helped  to  arrest  sooie  par- 
ties who  hful  been  engaged  in  illicit  distilling.  He  said  it  was  no  use  to  contand 
against  them ;  that  they  would  carry  out  everything  they  undertook ;  that  we  were 
too  few  men  opposed  to  them,  and  that  they  were  linked  from  shore  toshore,  md  ^re 
was  no  use  contending  against  them  ;  that  he  had  prophesied  their  shooting  me,  their 
killing  of  Mr.  Coson,  the  deputy  marshal,  and  that  no  and  his  son,  McCallom,  wonldbe 
killed  shortly :  that  they  need  not  contend  against  them,  or  try  to. 

Question,  Wliat  are  your  political  affiliations  ? 

Answer.  1  have  always  been  a  democrat ;  I  was  a  secessionist  and  a  rebel  soldier,  bat 
I  renounced  democracy  when  they  tried  to  run  it  by  the  Ku-Kluk  organization,  and  I 
am  no  more  a  democrat  when  it  comes  to  that. 

Question,  Is  that  the  same  way  with  your  brother-in-law  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  kind  of  democrats. 

Question.  And  yoa  disapprove  this  lawlessneiss  and  violence  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 

Question,  And  you  have  tried  to  do  what  you  could  to  put  it  down  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  said  something  about  the  killing  of  Mr.  Cason ;  tell  us  what  you  know- 
about  that.  , 

Answer,  They  kMled  him  on  the  9th  day  of  last  November ;  I  did  not  see  the  parties 
who  did  it,  bnt  I  understood  they  were  men  in  disgaise;  and  a  ne^ro  wbo  has  been 
abused  very  badly,  Mary  Brown,  says  she  saw  them  in  disguise  on  the  road  to  kill  him. 
And  the  threats  made  before  satisfied  me  thict  they  did  kin  him ;  one  of  the  band  has 
run  away  and  gone  to  Texas,  who  said  he  would  have  to  leave,  but  he  would  make 
Cason  leave  before  ho  did. 

Question.  You  are  satisfied  that  Cason  was  killed  f 

Ansioer,  I  know  he  was  killed;  he  was  a  close  neighbor,  and  they  shot  him  through 
t^ie  head. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  arrests  made,  or  any  body  tried  or  punished  for  killing 
Cason  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  the  coroner  hold  an  inquest  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  the  jury  find  T 

Answer,  That  it  was  a  murder  by  they  did  not  know  whom. 

Question,  What  was  Cason  doing ;  who  was  he  T 

Answer,  He  was  a  neighbor  of  mine  and  a  farmer ;  he  was  appointed  deputy  marshal 
lay  the  marshal  here  to  arrest  some  parties ;  he  undertook  to  arrest  them  atT  Cleveland, 
and  they  would  not  obey  his  orders:  he  summoned  men  to  help  him  arrest  this  man 
Smith,  who  ran  away  and  went  to  Texas,  and  who  is  supposed  to  be  the  man  who  killed 
him. 

Question,  He  was  not  killed  when  he  tried  to  make  the  arrest  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  bushwhacked  some  short  time  afterwards ;  ho  tried  to  make 
the  arrest  on  Satarday  before  he  was  killed  on  Wednesday  ;  I  believe  it  was  Wedzies- 
day,  but  I  will  not  bo  positive. 

Question,  What  is  the  feeling  in  your  county  toward  black  people*  and  toward  white 
people  who  are  called  radicals  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  democratic  party  has  good  feeling  toward 
them ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  prohibit  them  from  voting. 

Question,  Do  you  think  they  could  get  justice  in  your  courts  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  could. 

Question,  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  arrest  and  punish  anybody  for  the  kilHngof 
Cason,  or  for  any  of  the  whippings  of  which  you  have  heard  T 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  no  attempt  I  have  ever  heard  of. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge,  or  any  reason  to  beVteve  who  wore  the  partiM 
that  shot  him  f  > 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir:  I  am  pretty  well  satisfied  it  was  the  Ku-Klax  band.  The^left 
another  notice  with  a  tenant  I  had  on  my  sister's  farm,  that  I  had  been  shot  onoet.  9^^ 
that  if  I  did  not  leave  they  would  shoot  my  damned  heart  out ;  that  they  ha4  ^len 
mc  notice  before,  and  they  intended  to  carry  it  oat.  I  think  it  was  a  man  of  thmMW 
of  Brock  who  shot  me ;  he  was  a  stranger  who  came  in  there  and  got  into  the  Kb^Dec 
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Forty ;  from  his  actions  afterwards,  I  am  satisfied  it  was  his  doin^.    He  came  to  where 
and  Palmer  were  talking ;  came  up  and  asked  if  we  were  talking  secrets ;  he  put  a 
hand  on  each  of  our  shoulders,  and  sort  of  tried  to  get  the  run  of  our  conversdtion. 

Question,  Where  was  he  from  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  from  North  Carolina ;  I  understood  so.  I  understood  that  a 
man  named  Kenimer,  who  went  into  the  Klan  one  night,  said  that  Brock  understood 
that  I  had  said  that  I  knew  who  shot  me ;  and  that  he  had  called  upon  the  band  and 
was  told  that  it  would  not  do  to  attack  me,  as  I  was  well  fitted  up  with  shooting-irons, 
and  had  uei^bors  there,  and  it  might  cost  the  lives  of  a  dozen  men. 

Questiofu  Where  is  Brock  now  f 

AnsMoer,  I  do  not  know;  the  last  I  heard  of  him  he  was  up  in  Babnn  dodging  me; 
a£raid  I  would  aireet  him.  I  suppose. 

Qnestisn.  With  whom  did  they  leave  this  notice! 

Ansvoer,  With  a  tenant  on  my  sister's  place. 

Quesiisn.  Was  it  left  hy  disguised  men  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  so ;  I  did  not  see  them,  hut  that  is  my  understanding. 

QuesfUm.  Where  is  this  man  Eenimer  f 

Ansxoer,  I  suppose  he  has  testified  before  this  committee ;  he  was  here  last  Saturday. 

QutstUm,  Have  you  had  any  talk  with  this  man  Kenimer  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  What  did  he  say  T 

Ansiver,  -He  said  it  was  a  matter  of  confidence  with  him ;  I  believe  that  was  his  lan- 
guage ;  that  he  was  in  it,  but  did  not  want  to  be  called  on ;  that  whenever  there  was 
no  other  chance  he  would  tell.  He  said  he  was  afrtiid  to  testify  to  what  he  let  on  t'O 
me,  and  did  not  want  t#  have  to.  He  told  his  step-brother  that  Brock  went  to  the 
band,  or  called  upon  them  after  they  met,  disguised,  for  assistance  to  go  and  take  me 
out  and  kill  me ;  he  said  I  knew  who  shot  me,  and  would  kill  him  as  soon  as  I  got 
well. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question,  What  is  the  name  of  the  Judge  of  your  county  who  has  jurisdiction  of  Quch 
criminal  offenses  as  were  inflicted  upon  you  f 

Anmcer,  I  believe  it  is  Charles  Davis. 

Question,  What  is  the  population  of  your  county.  White  County  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly ;  I  never  charged  my  memory  with  it.  It  votes  some 
fonr  or  five  hundred  strong,  perhaps  six  hundred ;  it  is  a  small  county. 

Question.  Is  there  or  not  a  great  deal  of  illicit  distilling  going  on  in  that  neighbor- 
hood T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  there  was,  but  I  think  it  is  stopped  now. 

Question,  When  yon  were  waylaid  and  your  horse  shot  under  yon  last  spring,  was  it 
complained  that  you  had  reported  against  illicit  distillers  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  reckon  not. 

Question,  Had  yon  been  summoned  as  a  witness  f 

Answer.  I  was  a  witness  against  a  party  who  was  charged  with  trying  to  pwhibit 
witnesses  from  attending  the  United  States  court  and  testifying  against  aistilfers. 

Question.  The  person  was  charged  with  intimidating  witnesses  against  distillers  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir 

Question.  And  you  were  called  to  prove  that  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  it  grew  out  of  that  feeling  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question^  And  you  were  waylaid  in  daylight,  your  horse  killed  under  you,  and  you 
shot  through  the  leg  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  stated  that  yon  had  reason  to  believe  that  that  was  done,  by  a 
stranger  named  Brock  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  where  did  he  come  t 

Answer,  The  report  was  that  ho  came  from  North  Carolina.  He  came  there  and  took 
op  with  the  men  I  was  witness  against.  I  was  notified  by  my  neighbors  that  he  was 
there  for  no  good,  that  they  expected  he  was  brought  in  there  to  do  some  of  us  a 
prlvato  injury,  they  did  not  know  what. 

QuesHon,  That  he  was  a  stranger,  brought  where  he  would  not  be  known,  to  do  an 
injury,  and  then  go  off  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question,  Did  he  go  away  after  you  were  hurt  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  him  up  in  the  edge  of  Rabun,  up  in  the  mountains. 

Question.  He  went  right  away  after  you  were  shot  T 

Answer,  He  remained  some  time  afterward  with  Alley  and  Oakes,  who  were  under- 
stood to  be  leaders  of  the  Ku-Klux  band.  ^ 

Question,  Is  that  baud  organized  to  protect  distillers? 
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Ansroer,  I  suppose  that  is  partly  their  object ;  and  then  to  run  off  men  whose  prop- 
erty they  want,  for  that  is  said  to  be  part  of  their  business.  Whenever  they  want  a 
man's  property  they  just  give  him  notice  to  leave  ;  that  is  the  case  many  times. 

Question,  Have  you  any  neighbors  who  would  arm  in  your  defense  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  assist  yon  m  putting  down  those  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  there  not  under  the  laws  of  your  State  the  right  of  removing  caoaefl  to 
other  cdunties  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  We  went  to  a  lawyer  to  see  if  we  could  not  remove  a 
case.*  They  got  after  McCullom's  son ;  they  ran  a  mob  on  him  at  Cleveland.  He  knew 
he  could  not  law  with  them  there,  for  they  were  all  considered  of  the  Ku^Klux  baad. 
He  went  to  Lawyer  Sutton,  of  Clarkesville,  to  know  if  he  could  not  remove  the  case  to 
Habersham,  where  he  could  get  justice,  and  the  lawyer  said  he  doubted  whether  be 
could. 

Question,  Is  there  not  a  law  of  this  State  that  permits  a  change  of  venue  t 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of.  Where  a  CTand  jury  could  not  be  made  up  the  case  can 
be  removed ;  but  if  a  jury  will  qualify,  if  they  will  swear  that  they  had  no  bias  or  preju- 
dice for  or  against,  it  cannot  be  done ;  it  is  obliged  to  be  tried  in  the  county  where  it  is 
committed. 

Question,  That  is  your  understanding  of  the  law  t 

Answer,  That  is  the  advice  we  got  &om  Lawyer  Sutton,  who  is  considered  a  good  joilge 
of  the  law.  . 

Question,  A  man  of  repute  and  ability? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Cason,  deputy  marshal.  Was  he  employed 
in  ferretiug  out  these  illicit  distillers  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Why  was  he  killed  f 

Answer,  He  was  a  deputy  marshal,  appointed,  I  suppose,  by  the  marshal  of  the  United 
States  to  arrest  some  parties  there.  He  undertook  to  arrest  them,  and  they  threateiied 
his  life ;  and  I  know  they  killed  him. 

Q^€Stion.  Who  is  understood  to  have  killed  him  ? 

Answer,  A  fellow  by  the  name  of  Bailey  Smith,  who  ran  away,  and  is  in  Smith  County, 
Texas. 

Que$ti4m.  Was  he  firom  White  County  f 

Answer,  He  was  from  Habersham,  just  over  the  river. 

Question,  Did  he  shoot  him  at  night  ? 

Answer,  Jn  the  evening.  Mary  Srown  says  she  saw  Bailey  Smith  and  a  man  by  the' 
name  of  Hancock ;  so  she  described  him ;  she  says  she  did  not  know  Hanoock.  i^ie  says 
she  saw  them  in  disguise  on  the  trail  toward  Cason's. 

Qttestion,  And  after  the  murder  of  Cason  this  man  Smith  ran  away  to  Texas  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  understood  that  he  did,  and  that  he  is  in  Smith  County^  Texaa.  I 
have  a  neighbor  girl  there  who  married  a  man  who  went  to  Texas.  Her  husband  died, 
and  she  came  back ;  and  she  says  that  she  saw  Smith  there. 

Qtiestion,  1  understood  you  to  say  that  yon  were  a  staunch  democrat,  a«  was  also  your 
brother-in-law? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  I  was  a  democrat  until  I  understood  they  undertook  to  nin.the  ma- 
chine by  the  Ku-Klux  band.    If  that  be  tmo,  I  am  no  more  a  democrat. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Is  it  understood  that  the  Ku-Klux  belong  to  the  democratic  party  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  understand  that  any  republicans  belong  to  it  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Question,  You  say  that  the  Ku-Klux  are  organized  partly  to  protect  distillers ;  what 
else  are  they  organized  for  ? 

Anstcer,  I  understand  that  they  aim  to  run  the  democratic  party  by  it,  to  carry  their 
elections  by  it.  My  brother-in-law  told  me  that  his  brother  told  him  that  thoy  tried  to 
recruit  him  into  the  Ku-Klux  band,  and  told  him  that  in  that  way  they  could  overUnoTr 
Bullock's  administration  whenever  they  could  get  strong  enough.  It  is  the  understani- 
ing  that  that  is  their  intention. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  :  • 

Question.  Have  you  yourself  any  knowledge  of  who  are  members  of  this  baud  in  year 
county  ? 

Answer,  Sixteen  are  all  I  ever  saw.  I  understand  that  some  estimate  theot  aA  BSf- 
enty-fi\e,  and  some  at  forty,  and  along  there.  I  do  not  know  how  maay  UiMe  af»{  I 
never  saw  but  sixteen  of  them. 
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Atlanta,  Geoiuha,  October  24, 1871. 

JOE  BROWN  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  now  live  t 

Anstoer.  I  was  bom  in  the  year  1830',  in  Old  Virginia.  I  do  not  know  what  day  I  was 
l^om,  but  old  mistress  always  told  me  to  say  that  I  was  bom  in  the  year  W ;  I  live  now 
in  White  Ck)unty. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  Virginia  were  you  bom  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  Imow  what  part  I  was  bom  in.  I  was  a  year  and  six  months  old 
^when  my  old  mistress  bought  me  and  my  mother. 

Question.  When  did  you  leave  White  County  t 

Answer,  I  started  fix)m  White  County  on  Holiday  a  week  ago. 

Question,  Bid  you  come  here  to  attend  court  as  a  witness  f 

Aneioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  y6u  know  about  any  people  in  your  country  that  are  called  Kn- 
Kluxt 

Answer,  Well,  I  know  this  Oakes's  son ;  Big  William  they  call  him.  We  would  have 
sxvom  to  more,  but  then  I  thought  they  wouul  cross-question  me  so  that  I  had  better 
STvear  to  only  the  two  of  them,  William  Oakes  and  George  Canton ;  he  was  in  dis- 
guise. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  any  Eu-Klux  that  you  did  not  know  who  they  were  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  How  manyf 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  saw  four  I  knew. ;  two  of  them  were  in  disguise. 

Question,  Were  any  along  that  you  did  not  know  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  heard  after  that  that  they  said  there  were  some  fifty-odd 
of  them ;  but  then  those  four  were  all  I  knew. 

Qnesfwn,  When  did  you  see  them  ? 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  the  folks  that  abused  me  f 

Question.  Yes.  ^ 

Answer.  It  was  on  Saturday  night,  betwixt  midnight  and  day. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  it  T 

Ansicer.  It  was  done  about  the  time  that  we  went  to  work  over  the  com  the  first 
time ;  I  do  not  know  what  month  it  was. 

Question.  Where  was  it  that  you  saw  them  ? 

Anstcer.  I  saw  them  in  my  yard;  they. had  a  big  fire  built  up  in  my  yard,  and  had 
me  and  my  wife  stripped. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  about  it. 

Answer.  This  George  Canton  was  in  disguise,  and  Mr.  Alley  was  in  disguise. 

Question.  How  was  it  with  the  rest  of  them  ? 

Answer,  The  rest  of  them  were  disguised. 

Question,  What  sort  of  dis^iso  did  they  have -out 

Answer.  The>[  looked  like  false-faces,  with  little  red  dots  on  them ;  and  some  of  them 
had  on  white  oH-cloth  coats,  and  some  looked  like  they  had  on  calico. 

Question,  Were  they  riding  or  walking  1 

Answer.  Agood  many  of  them  were  ruling,  and  a  heap  were  walking  t 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  f 

Anstcer.  They  hiid  the  horses  covered  oyer,  and  they  had  faces  on  themselves. 

Question,  You  say  they  came  to  your  house  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.     ♦ 

Question.  Tell  us  all  they  did  there. 

Answer.  I  was  in  my  bed  asleep,  and  when  I  came  to  myself,  as  I  struck  the  floor, 
they  said,  "  Boys,  surround  the  house."  They  surrounded  the  house,  and  knocked  both 
doors  down,  and  jabbed  the  cracks  out,  and  presented  pistols,  and  made  us  make  up  a 
light.  They  said,  "  Are  there  any  going  away  T"  We  said,  "  No."  They  then  com- 
menced calling  for  Mary  Brown,  and  weut  searching  for  her.  I  could  not  have  told 
where  she  was  to  save  my  life,  for  when  I  went  to  bed  they  were  sitting  up,  all  of 
them.  They  were  scared  to  death,  almost,  anyhow,  for  they  had  been  looking  for  them. 
They  tried  to  make  me  t^U  where  she  was,  but  I  could  not  have  t*  M  them,  for  I  left 
them  all  sittimij  up.  They  said,  "  You  were  all  here  at  dark,  and  wo^U  kill,  yon  if  >> on 
don't  tell."  Tins  George  Canton  seemed  to  beg  them  not  to  kill  me,  as  I  was  begging 
for  my  life.  They  kept  searching  about ;  Mr.  Alley  and  Mr.  Oakes  went  in  and  pmled 
my  wife  out  of  bed,  and  pulled  little  Mary  out.  They  had  got  into  bed,  around  behind 
the  old  man ;  he  was  sitting  up  in  bed.  They  ordered  us  ta  take  a  fire  into  the  yard, 
and*make  up  a  big  light ;  that  wjis  the  way  I  come  to  know  them.  I  would  not  have 
known  one  of  them  if  they  had  not  made  up  a  big  light.  ^ 

Question.  What  did  they  do  t 
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.  An$wer,  They  just  stripped  me  stark  naked,  and  fell  to  beatin/j  us.  They  »>t  a  great 
big  trace-chain,  and  swung  me  up  from  the  ground,  aud  swung  her  up  until  she  fainted; 
and  they  beat  us  all  over  the  yard  with  great  big  sticks. 

Question.  They  stripped  you  stark  naked  and  whipped  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueeiUm,  With  what  1 

Answer.  With  sticks.  They  had  a  hickory  fishiug-pole  that  had  been  trimmed,  T«y 
long  and  large.  The  river  is  pretty  wide  there,  aud  the  old  man  had  got  a  parcel  ef 
fishmg-poles  to  fish  with,  and  they  gathered  them  aud  bsat  us  with  them. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  you  standing,  or  did  they  throw  you  down  ? 

Answer.  They*  tried  to  throw  me  down,  and  tried  to  keep  my  head  down,  so  that  I 
should  not  know  any  of  them ;  but  I  did  know  some  of  them ;  I  did  net  know  them  all. 

Question.  How  many  blows  did  they  strike  you  i 

Answer.  Well,  they  wore  out  three  tishing-poles  on  me. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  your  wife  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  they  inquiring  for  ? 

Answer.  They  tried  to  make  me  and  her  tell  where  George  McCidlom  was,  and  said 
if  they  could  just  come  across  him  he  was  certain  gone  up,  that  they  idlowed  to  kill 
him. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  with  the  chain  f 

Answer.  They  took  the  chain  and  fetched  it  around  our  necks,  and  swung  ns  up  from 
the  ground.    They  first  called  for  a  rope,  and  said  they  were  going  to  hang  us. 

Oiuestion.  What  kind  of  a  chain  was  it  t 

Answer.  It  was  a  trace-chain. 

Qv^Uon.  How  did  they  swing  her  up  f 

Answer.  Two  of  them  caught  nold  of  it  aud  brought  it  over,  and  then  lifted  her  off 
the  ground,  and  let  her  down  again. 

Question.  Did  they  lift  you  ofi  the  ground  in  that  way  f 

Ansxser.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Waa  your  wife  stripped? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  made  all  the  women  show  their  nakedness ;  they  made  them 
lie  down,  and  they  Jabbed  them  with  sticks,  and  mode  them  show  their  nakedness ; 
and  they  made  the  little  children  show  their  nakedness. 

Question.  How  many  children  had  you  ? 

Answer.  Two  boys  and  one  little  girl.  There  were  two  little  boys,  but  thoy  di*  not 
get  up— the  littlest  ones.  They  made  my  mother-in-law,  and  my  sister-in-law,  and  my 
wife,  and  two  little  girls  lie  down  and  show  their  nakedness. 

Question,  Did  they  do  any  mischief  to  the  children  f 

Answer.  Thevlabbed  them  with  a  stick,  add  wont  to  playing  with  their  backsides 
with  a  piece  of  fishing-pole. 

Question,  How  old  are  those  children  ? 

Aimcer.  I  do  not  exactly  know;  I  cannot  exactly  tell,  point-blank  how  old  these 
were,  but  I  should 'say  that  Augustus  would  be  going  on  eight  or  nine  or  ten  jeais 
old;  Alfred  is  a  good  big  plo\fr-boy;  has  been  plowing  now  for  two  summers. 

Question,  Were  those  children  in  the  house  f 

Answer.  They  were  in  bed. 

Question.  Were  they  pulled. out  of  bed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  made  to  get  up  out  of  bed ;  they  iiulled  my  wife  oat  of 
bed. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  been  looking  for  the  Ku-Klux  to  come  there  f 

Answer.  Well,  they  came  on  the  children  when  they  were  by  themselves.  They 
thought  they  would  catch  me  and  my  wife  there,  but  we  were  not  there. 

Question.  How  long  before  was  that  ? 

ATiswer.  I  cannot  exactly  tell,  point-blank,  the  time,  but,  I  allow  it  was  pretty  well 
on  to  throe  weeks,  or  almost  a  month,  as  near  as  I  can  remember  it,  betbre  tliey  came 
on  us  any  more. 

Question,  Have  they  done  anything  to  you,  or  molested  you  in  any  way,  sinca  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  was  afeared  to  co  back;  I  staid  ten  miles  rrom  home  until  the 
troops  came  for  me  and  fetched  me  nome.  And  they  had  been  away  from  hoiae  aH 
summer,  afeared  to  go  home. 

Question,  Who!  . 

Ansicer,  My  wife  and  little  Mary ;  but  they  sent  for  them  to  come  home.  1  was 
afeared  to  goliome. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  that  they  have  been  going  about  this  summer  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  to  George  McCnllom's  and  Mr.  Freeman's,  but  th«y  diJ 
not  catch  them. 

Question,  What  reason  did  they  give  for  treating  you  in  this  way  ? 

Answer,  My  wife  saw  two  men  disguised  as  they  came  across  below  our  luMi«e  a»*l 
ap  by  the  house.    They  made  out  they  were  black  men,  and  spoke  to  my  wife  to«M  i^ 
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she  knew  them.  She  knew  this  Bailey  Smith,  hut  I  foreet  whether  she  knew  the 
other  one  or  not.    They  went  on  np  toward  Mr.  Cason's  wi&  their  guns. 

Question,  Did  they  tell  yon  that  was  what  they  were  beating  you  for  1 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  they  told  it  since. 

Question.  What  did  they  b&j  that  night  about  it  f 

Answer.  They  said  to  my  wife,  **  What  is  that  you  are  going  to  swear  t"  She  declared 
she  neyer  had  said  anythm^  about  what  she  was  going  to  swear.  They  saiA  they  had 
heard  we  had  talked  about  it,  and  they  wanted  to  run  us  out  of  the  State,  to  keep  us 
from  being  witnesses  about  it.  They  asked  me  what  I  knew  about  it,  and  I  said  I  knew 
only  what  my  wife  told  me;  that  I  was  away  when  Mr.  Cason  was  killed.  They  said  I 
was  a  liar,  and  I  said  I  was  not.  That  is  what  they  beat  and  abused  my  wife  about, 
on  account  of  this  Bailey  Smith.  They  thought  if  they  ran  us  off  or  killed  us,  there 
would  be  no  witnesses  against  them  about  killing  Mr.  Cason. 

Question.  How  many  persons  were  there  altogether  that  night  f 

Answer.  I  heard  after  that  that  they  said  tuere  were  sixty  and  some  odd  of  them, 
but  I  did  not  know  more  than  four  of  them,  and  I  swore  to  two  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  in  this  city  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  this  the  same  case  in  which  Mary  Brown,  Mary  Neal,  Caroline  Benson, 
and  Rachel  Arnold  were  called  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  all  witnesses  with  you  on  this  ipatter  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  they  all  been  examined  before  this  committee  in  regard  to  this  same 
case  of  whipping  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  this  man  Bailey  Smith  was  supposed  to  have  skot  Mr.  Cason  f 

Answer.  On  the  same  day  he  was  disguised  Mr.  Cason  was  killed. 

Question.  And  they  thought  your  wi&  would  testify  a^inst  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  came  up  to  fool  her  and  pass  himself  off  as  a  black  man,  and 
she  said,  "  Bailey  Smith,  I  know  you.''  That  is  the  way  he  knew  my  wife  knew  him, 
and  ho  told  his  klan  to  come  back  on  us  and  run  me  and  her  out  of  there. 

Question.  Bailey  Smith  is  supposed  to  have  killed  Mr.  Cason  T  . 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  Bailey  Smith  went  f 

Answer.  They  said  he  went*-I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  think  of  the  name  of 
the  place  or  not. 

Question.  Did  he  run  off  to  Texas  f 

Answer.  I  believe  that  is  the  name  of  the  place.  He  was  in  Texas,  and  he  wrote 
back  to  his  friends  that  my  wife  would  be  the  strongest  evidence  against  him,  and 
that  he  wanted  his  friends  to  run  me  and  my  wife  out  of  the  State,  and  then  ho  could 
oome  home. 

Question.  Thift;  was  the  cause  of  this  outrage  upon  you  f 
■     Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Had  Bailey  Smith  and  his  band  of  men  been  concerned  there  in  distilling  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  of  them  were  in  the  distilling.  Thai;  is  what  they  killed  Mr. 
^Caaon  for,  because  he  was  trying  to  take  them  u^  for  it. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  24, 1871. 

Liieutenant  F.  B.  TAYLOB  sworn  and  exxmiined. 
By  the  Chairman; 

Question.  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  and  what  is  your  present  position* 

Anstver.  1  am  twenty-six  years  old ;  I  was  bom  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  I  am 
now  a  lieutenant  in  the  Umted  States  Army. 

Question.  Where  are  you  stationed  f 

Ansiver.  At  present  I  am  stationed  in  White  County,  Georgia. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  White  County  ? 

Answer.  About  seventy  days. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  been  in  Qeorgiaf 

Answer.  Since  Apnl,  1869. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  In  the  middle,  northern,  and  southwestern  parts  of  Georgia. 

Question.  Our  obiect  is  to  ascertain  how  far  life  and  property  nre  i>rotected  or  not 
protected  in  this  State ;  how  far  the  laws  for  their  protection  are  or  are  not  enforced, 
amd  any  causes  that  may  operate  to  prevent  a  citizen  from  enjoying  his  civil  and  polite 
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ical  rights,  inoludinff  his  personal  safety  and  the  security  of  his  prop:^rtv.  With  tJiifl 
general  statement  oi  our  object,  I  wish  you  would  go  on  and  tell  us  what  you  know, 
fixim  your  residence  in  this  State,  bearing  upon  that  subject 

Awtioer,  I  have  never  been  brought  into  any  connection  with  the  civil  authorities 
until  this  present  fall.  I  was  ordered  up  into  White  County  to  protect  some  wituesws 
for  the  United  States  district  court.  They  had  been  threateuea  up  there  by  dif^sreut 
parties,  arid  some  of  them  had  been  fired  upon.  My  instructions  were  to  take  camp 
near  the  houses  of  certain  witnesses  and  protect  them.  On  arriving  there  I  saw  men 
who  had  been  shot,  and  I  saw  the  blinds  where  the  assassins  had  concealed  themselves. 
I  saw  certain  documents  served  upon  witnesses,  telling  them  that  they  must  leave  the 
county  or  suffer  death.  The  husband  of  the  widow  on  whose  plantation  I  am  now 
camped  was  killed  in  his  own  door-yard  last  October.  He  was  deputy  marshal  in 
Northern  Georgia.  The  perpetrators  of  that  murder  have  never  been  brought  to  jus- 
tice; no  effort  by  the  civil  authorities  up  there  has  ever  been  made  to  bring  them  to 
justice.  For  a  long  time  they  could  gain  no  clew  to  wlio  did  kill  this  deputy 
marshal,  until  accidentally  they  learned  that  a  negro  woman  had  seen  two  men  going 
in  disguise,  blackened  to  look  like  negroes,  in  the  direction  of  this  deputy  marshal^ 
house.  When  she  heard  that  the  marshal,  Mr.  Cason,  was  killed,  she  spoke  of  the  circam- 
stance,  and  expressed  wonder  why  white  men  should  be  disguised  that  way^  with  guns  on 
their  shoulders.  She  mentioned  it  first  to  her  mother,  and  afterward  to  ono  or  two  white 
citizens.  Not  long  afterward  she  received  a  notice  that  she  must  stop  talking  about 
the  circumstance  of  Cason's  death ;  that  if  not,  she  would  have  to  leave  the  country. 
She  continued  to  speak  about  it  whenever  spoken  to,  until  in  May  she  was  raided  upon 
and  whipped.  It  was  iust  the  same  with  several  other  witnesses  who  had  some  idea 
who  were  the  parties  that  killed  Cason.  They  were  notified  that  they  must  stop  talk- 
ing about  the  matter  or  they  would  have  to  leave  the  country.  Two  or  three  of  those 
witnesses  I  brought  down  here,  to  appear  before  the  district  court.  In  regard  to  Iiow 
civil  affairs  are  adyiuistered  up  there,  you  can  have  some  idea  of  it  from  a  little  cir- 
cumstance that  happened  just  oefore  I  went  up  there.  Two  men  got  into  a  quarrel; 
one  called  the  other  a  damned  radical,  and  they  got  into  some  sort  of  a  fisticuff  fight 
The  man  that  had  been  called  a  radical  was  put  in  jail.  Fortanately,  his  uncle,  onectf 
the  wealthy  men  up  there,  was  able  to  give  bond  in  five  hundred  dollars,  and  have  him 
released.  He  went  home  with  his  father,  and  that  night  a  band  of  Ku-KIux  raided  on 
his  father  and  demanded  that  his  Ron  should  come  out.  Fortimatoly,  he  had  not 
stopped  there  over  night.  Feeling  that  his  life  would  not  bo  secure  in  that  country, 
he  left,  and  went  down  into  Hull  County  to  work  on  the  Air- Line  Railroad.  His  name 
was  West,  and  while  down  there  he  wa.s  arrested  on  some  trumped-up  charge,  as  being 
the  man  for  whom  the  governor  of  the  State  had  offered  n  reward  for  killing  some  man 
in  Franklin  County.  It  was  proved  that  ho  was  not  tho  man,  and  he  was  released,  or 
rather  orderetl  to  be  released,  but  they  still  held  him  on  a  charge  of  assault  with  intent 
to  kill  this  man  who  had  called  him  a  radical.  They  have  held  hin»  over  since  in  Hall 
Coouty  jail,  for  three  months,  refusing  bail  for  him.  A  week  or  so  l>efore  I  came  down 
to  Atlanta,  his  father  came  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  could  not  furnish  some  assistance 
in  the  matter ;  he  said  that  he  could  not  get  his  son  bailed  or  brought  before  the  court, 
and  he  feared  they  would  Ku-Klux  him  when  they  brought  him  up  for  trial  in  Whit* 
County.  I  told  him  my  instructions  from  tho  department  commander  were  to  protect 
life  and  property  whenever  I  became  cognizant  that  any  felony  was  intended ;  if  be 
could  show  me  that  his  son's  life  was.in  danger,  I  would  protect  him  :  that  If  he  was 
afraid  his  son  could  not  come  up  to  the  county  court  in  safety,  I  would  send  n  guard 
along,  or  go  myself  and  see  that  he  was  not  ii^jured,  although  I  could  not  take  him  ont 
of  the  hands  of  the  civil  authorities.  The  court  will  sit  next  Monday,  and  I  am  very 
anxious  to  get  back,  for  the  young  man's  life  has  been  threatened. 

QueetUm.  What  has  he  done  that  should  provoke  this  hostility  to  him  t 

Anstoer,  His  father  is  notary  public ;  he  received  the  appointment  from  Grovenor 
Bullock.  He  ran  on  the  opposition  ticket,  or  the  republican  ticket,  there  last  fiill,  fur 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  beaten.  Governor  Bullock  appointe<l  him  notary  x>ublic, 
ox-officio  justice  of  tho  peace.  They  are  down  on  the  old  man,  and  the  son  has  to  beur 
the  brunt  of  their  hostility. 

QueeUon,  What  do  you  understand  was  the  particular  transaction  out  of  wbfoh  fUs 
charge  against  him  grew  f 

Answer,  It  was  his  trouble  with  a  man  over  a  political  discussion.  The  raan  oaQeA 
liim  a  damned  radical  and  struck  him,  and  he  struck  back.  There  was  no  testiBionj 
brought  out  to  show  that  any  deadly  weapons  had  been  used.  Anyhow,  he  was  eea- 
fioed  on  a  chu^e  for  a  misdemeanor  and  bailed  on  a  five  hundred  dollar  boml.  Wlhes 
the  grand  jury  sat  they  failed  to  indict  him,  and  he  was  released.  In  Hfdl  CouBtr 
they  trumped  up. a  charge  of  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  and  he  is  now  held  oo  t^ 
'  charge. 

QiZation.  The  offense  was  not  committed  in  Hall  County  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  he  was  arrested  there  and  confined  there.  His  faihw  IMiattaie 
'several  attempts  to  have  him  brought  back  to  White  County.    The  sheriff  1h 
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to  do  anything  in  the  matter,  and  the  ordinary  of  White  Connty  has  declhied  to  issne 
an  order  to  have  him  brought  back  to  that  coanty. 

Question.  How  did  they  get  a  precept  for  his  commitment  to  Jail  in  Halt  Coanty  9 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  I  advised  his  father  to  go  to  the  oidinary  of  White  County 
and  demand  that  his  son  be  bronght  back  to  that  coanty ;  that  the  ordinary  shoald 
issue  some  leg^al  paper,  and  servo  it  upon  the  sheriff,  commanding  him  to  go  to  Hall 
County  and  bring  nis  son  back ;  but  he  has  been  unable  to  efi^t  it.  I  also  told  him  I 
believed  he  could  get  him  released  by  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  But  that  was  refbsed  by 
the  ordinary  of  Hj21  County :  so  Mr.  West  told  me. 

Question.  He  was  examinea  before  a  committing  magistrate,  and  held  under  a  bond 
of  |nOO  to  answer  to  a  misdemeanor,  and  when  the  grand  jury  met  they  failed  to  find  a 
bill  against  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir..  He  then  went  to  Hall  County  under  the  advice  that  his  life  was 
not  safe  in  White  County,  and  there  he  was  taken  up  on  a  charge  of  assault  with  intent 
to  kilL    It  was  all  for  the  same  offense  in  White  County. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  have  observed  up  there,  do  you  think  that  the  colored  i)eople 
and  those  who  are  called  radicals  would  stand  an  equal  chance  in  the  courts  to  obtain 
justice  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  toward  them  on  the  part  of  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
munity t 

Answer.  It  is  yeif^  bitter.  I  am  led  to  believe  it  is  from  the  fact  that  the  only  lead- 
ing law^^er  in  White  County  has  made  some  remarks  upholding  the  Ku-Klnx.  His 
brother  is  ordinary  of  the  county,  and  whenever  any  case  is  brought  before  him,  like 
this  case  of  Mr.  West  and  another  case  of  Mr.  McCullom,  they  have  used  the  law  against 
them  as  strongly  as  they  could,  demanding  the  greatest  amount  of  bail  and  making 
the  offense  appear  as  flagrant  as  possible.  Mr.  Hoicombe,  a  witness  who  was  here,  says 
he  overheard  Mr.  Palmer,  the  leading  lawyer  I  speak  of,  speaking  of  the  Ku-Klax  there 
and  saying  they  were  linked  from  shore  to  shore,  and  the  Government  might  drive 
them  from  one  place  and  they  would  rise  up  in  another.  I  never  heard  him  make  any 
such  remark. 

Question.  Speaking  of  the  Eu-Klux,  what  is  your  knowledge  and  reliable  information 
about  the  organization  up  there  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  any  of  them  in  that  county,  although  one  of  my  men  cap- 
tared  what  he  supposed  was  the  gown  of  one.  We  could  not  positively  tell  that  it  was 
one ;  it  was  a  black  garment,  which  was  hid  away  in  the  garret  of  a  house  where  we 
were  searching  for  one  who  was  supposed  to  belong  to  the  Ku-Kluz.  We  finally  cap- 
tured him  in  9ie  garret,  with  two  revolvers  by  his  side,  which  is  pretty  good  evidence 
that  he  is  a  lawless  man.  The  garment  was  a  long  black  cambric  dress ;  it  may  have 
been  a  woman's  ridiuj^-habit  and  may  have  been  a  Ku-Klux  gown ;  we  could  not  tell. 
There  are  plenty  of  witnesses  there  who  have  seen  the  Ku-Klux  at  night.  They  have 
made  no  raid  since  I  have  been  up  there.  I  can  produce  two  reliable  witnesses  who 
were  called  out  and  who  saw  them,  thirty  or  forty  strong,  in  the  road ;  thev  were  dis- 
guised and  theij*  horses  were  disguised.  They  oontinued  to  ride  there  until  the  Union 
people  organized  themselves  into  night  comi>anies,  as  they  called  them ;  and  when 
they  heard  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  going  to  make  a  raid,  they  would  post  themselves 
along  the  roads  in  different  places,  with  the  object  of  nring  nx)on  the  gang  as  they 
passed  by.    The  gang  heard  of  that,  and  were  afraid  to  go  out,  and  have  stopped  it. 

Question.  How  long  a^  was  that  done  f 

Ansioer.  The  first  Ku-Klux  raid  that  I  have  heard  of  was  in  March  last ;  and  in  March, 
April,  and  May,  those  three  months,  there  were  some  twelve  or  thirteen  different  raids 
made  by  them. 

Question.  How*  long  since  the  Union  men  have  combined  to  guard  the  roads  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  along  in  July  that  they  organized  the  company,  and  since  that 
time  they  have  not  raided  at  all. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  collisions  between  the  Union  people  and  the  Ku-Klux  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  one  slight  affair.  They  raided  on  Mr.  McCullom  one  night,  and  his 
sou  and  himself  heard  them  coming,  and  they  went  out  to  meet  them.  They  were 
both  armed  with  old-fashioned  muskets,  heavily  charged  with  buck-shot.  They  secreted 
themselves  behind  trees,  and  when  the  party  came  within  ran^e  of  them  they  fired. 
But  it  was  dark,  and  the  range  was  too  long,  and  no  one  was  killed ;  although  the 
effect  of  the  tire  is  evident  iu  the  marks  upon  the  fences.  The  raidei's  took  refuge  under 
the  fence  and  tired  upon  McCullom  and  his  son,  who  had  to  flee.  They  ran  away  down 
bere  and  sought  protection,  and  that  was  the  occasion  of  my  going  up  there  to  protect 
them.  They  were  members  of  that  night  company ;  and  they  told  me  that  they  organ- 
ized it  on  the  strength  of  the  pa&sage  cu  the  enforcement  act  of  Congress,  which  gave 
anybody  the  right  to  fire  into  armed  bodies  parading  in  disguise. 

Question.  Have  you  information  of  the  existence  of  this  orgitcJzationAfi' other  parts 
of  the  State  ?  '^^^^  by  KjKJ\: 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  seen  th^  myself  in  the  night ;  been  right  among  them. 
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Question,  Where  t 

Anmoer,  In  Decatur,  Alabama,  in  Jnlj,  1868.  At  the  time  I  was  seeing  a  friend  off  on 
the  train:  and  a  company  of  them  came  down  to  the  depot  in  black  masks  and  black 
gowns.  They  marched  abont  the  depot  and  back  and  forth  into  town,  and  rode  right 
around  me  two  or  three  times.  I  was  in  undress  uniform,  as  I  am  now ;  but  they  made 
no  demonstration  against  me.  They  marched  as  soldiers  do,  and  seemed  to  have  some 
kind  of  drill  and  organization. 

QuesiUm.  They  were  systematic  in  their  movements  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Sgofield  : 
Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there  f 
Answer,  There  were  some  twenty,  I  think. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QiiesUon,  From  your  professional  experience  you  could  tell  whether  they  had  drilled 
or  not  f 

Answer,  Tes,sir;  they  oould  not  have  marched  so  well  without  drill  and  organiza- 
tion. That  was  the  only  time  I  ever  saw  them  in  disguise.  But  in  1868  they  made 
no  attempt  at  secrecy. 

Question,  Have  you  had  reliable  information  of  their  existence  in  other  parts  ol  this 
State  since  you  have  been  in  the  State  f 

Answer,  I  have  the  very  best  evidence  of  their  existence  in  southwestern  Georgia ; 
that  is,  the  testimony  of  black  men  who  have  dragged  themselves  into  our  camp  and 
showed  three  or  four  buUet-holes  in  their  backs,  aud  the  scars  where  they  had  been 
beaten.  They  must  have  been  shot  and  beaten  by  somebody,  aud  they  said  it  was  by 
the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  When  was  that  1 

Answer.  1  was  stationed  there  during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  1870. 

Question,  How  many  instances  of  violence  of  that  sort  came  nuder  ^our  observation  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  the  exact  number  now,  although  I  knew  otsome  six  or  seven 
different  men  who  came  into  the  camp  and  claimed  that  they  had  been  maltreated.  One 
man,  particularly,  dragged  himself  into  camp  with  four  bullet-h61e6  in  his  body, 
anotner  with  one,  another  badly  cut,  and  another  badly  whipped.  In  those  cases  the 
commander  of  the  post  made  a  report,  which  was  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  of 
the  department  at  Atlanta ;  nothing  was  heard  of  them  any  more.  We  left  there  the 
first  of  September. 

(Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  civil  authorities  down  there  overtook  any  notice 
of  those  transactions  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  did  not.  M^or  Kellogg  had  occasion  to  go  and  see  the  ordi- 
nary and  sheriff  of  the  county,  to  investigate  cases  where  men  had  been  confined  and 
kept  in  filthy  dungeons  without  anything  to  eat  for  four  or  five  days  at  a  time ;  the 
sheriff  would  go  off  and  leave  them  there.  He  endeavored  to  get  the  ordinary  and 
the  sheriff  to  toke  some  action  in  the  premises,  aud  they  would  not  take  hold  vi  the 
case  at  all.  I  was  sent  to  investigate  one  case  of  outrage  upon  a  fireedman  named 
Brown,  who  came  into  camp  one  morning,  and  said  that  he  nad  been  attacked  hy  a 
man  for  whom  he  was  cropping  on  shares.  Ho  said  that  the  man  had  attacked  him 
with  a  knife,  had  cut  him,  and  had  threatened  his  life :  that  the  man  wanted  to  drive  him 
off  the  plantation ;  that  he  had  been  cropping  for  tno  man  on  shares,  and  had  got  in 
about  filly  or  eighty  acres  of  corn  and  cotton.  This  was  about  July,  when  the  crop 
was  ready  to  lay  by,  as  they  call  it — that  is,  when  they  got  through  hoeing  it.  The 
man  wanted  to  drive  him  off  then,  so  that  he  might  not  have  his  share  of  the  crop.  I 
went  to  see  the  man  for  whom  he  was  cropping,  a  Mr.  Stubbs.  I  went  to  the  hoosc, 
and  dismounted  at  the  door.  It  was  a  large,  wealthy  residence.  An  elderly  lady  came 
to  the  door,  and  I  asked  her  if  Mr.  Stubbs  was  at  home.  She  did  not  reply,  and  I  re- 
peated my  inquiries,  when  she  said,  *^  No,''  very  sharply.  I  had  dismounted,  in  the 
mean  time,  and  was  in  the  act  of  hitching  my  horse  at  the  hitching-post  in  front  of  the 
door.  She  ordered  me  not  to  hitch  uiy  horse  in  the  yard.  I  said,  '*  This  is  a  hitching- 
post  ;  I  want  to  wait  until  Mr.  Stubbs  returns,  aud  1  will  hitch  my  horse,  if  you  have 
no  objection."  She  said  she  did  not  want  me  or  my  animal  in  sight.  I  said,  *^  Madam, 
perhaps  you  don't  know  who  I  am :  I  am  sent  here  to  investigate  some  trouble  between 
Brown  and  Mr.  Stubbs."  She  said  she  knew  very  well  who  I  was ;  that  I  was  a  mis- 
erable seeker  for  nigger  votes.  She  opened  on  me  pretty  sharply.  I  retreated,  and 
sat  down  near  the  fence.  Mr.  Stubbs  then  came  from  a  field  near  by,  and  I  went  np 
and  introdnced  myself  to  him.  His  manner  led  me  to  believe  tliat  I  could  not  expect 
any  very  satisfactoiy  interview  with  him  ;  he  was  very  short  aud  ugly  in  his  manner. 
Anyhow,  he  invited  me  to  the  house,  and  said  that  he  would  show  me  the  contract 
between  himself  and  the  freedman.  Brown.    I  sat  on  the  porch,  and  he  bronght  out 

^  contract  and  showed  it  to  me.    Stubbs  had  drawn  it  up  himself,  as  the  party  of 
first  part.    By  the  provisions  of  the  contract  Brown  was  made  to  d^wltatever 
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Stnbbs  ordered  him  to  do,  tiDder  penalty  of  forfeiting  bis  sbare  of  tbo  crop ;  and  Stabbs 
was  to  be  the  sole  iu*biter  in  all  dieagreements  arising  under  the  contract.  I  reproached 
bixtt  \?iih  hitt  iiyuatice  in  drawing  np  a  contract  8o  unjosl  to  the  freedman  and  so  par- 
tial to  biinBdlt  He  laughed,  and  seemed  to  think  it  wslb  a  good  thing.  I  told  him 
tbat  if  be  had  aay  cause  of  complaint  against  Brown  he  should  submit  it  to  the  civil 
awtborities  of  the  county,  and  the  court  would  appoint  an  arbiter  to  decide  between 
them.  He  said  he  would  do  as  he  was  a  mind  to  about  it,  and  did  not  wish  for,  and 
would  not  take,  any  advice  from  the  military.  I  called  up  my  horse  and  went 
away,  and  my  parting  words  were,  that  if  he  valued  his  liberty  he  must  let  Bro>vn 
alone,  and  allow  him  to  finish  the  cultivation  of  the  crop.  He  said  he  would  be  damned 
if  he  would  take  any  of  my  advice ;  that  the  military  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  af- 
fairs, and  I  might  go  back  and  tell  Mtyor  Kello<7g  so.  I  told  Mcgor  Kellogg,  and  ho 
ordered  me'  to  take  a  squad  of  men  and  bring  him  down  to  camp,  which  fdid  that 
night.  He  was  very  humble  then,  and  said  he  did  not  intend  am-  insult  to  me  or  to 
the  migor,  and  was  sorry  that  I  had  misconstrued  what  he  said.  The  mi^or  then  gave 
him  the  privilege  of  appointing  one  arbitrator,  the  darkey  the  privilege  of  appointing 
another,  and  those  two  were  to  appoint  a  third,  to  decide  upon  what  share  of  the  crop 
Stubbs  should  pay  to  Brown,  ^hat  was  done,  and  the  crop  was  parceled  out  between 
them.  But  just  a  day  or  two  before  we  left  we  received  notice  from  the  wife  of  Brown 
that  he  had  been  arrested  and  incarcerated  in  jail  for  theft,  on  u  charge  made  by  this 
man  Stubbs,  and  he  lay  there  in  ^aU  when  we  left.  I  would  like  to  mention  a  circum- 
stance in  connection  with  my  visit  to  Stnbbs.  While  sitting  on  the  piazza  of  the  house 
and  talking  with  him,  his  manner  was  very  insulting,  indeed.  I  hud  as  much  as  I 
couM  do  to  control  my  temper,  and  pass  over  in  silence  his  innuendoes  about  the  Yan- 
kees and  damned  blue-coats.  There  were  two  young  men  on  the  porch  with  him  who 
had  come  out  when  he  came  up  on  the  porch,  i  coiud  see  from  the  appearance  of  their 
clothes  that  they  had  revolvers  on  their  hips.  Suddenly  glancing  towards  a  side  door 
I  saw  the  form  of  a  man  peering  around  therd,  and  m>m  his  manner  I  believed 
he  was  watohing  me.  Once  or  twice  afterwards,  as  I  looked  cautiously,  I  saw  that  a 
man  was  concealed  there,  and  I  perceived  some  polished  metallic  substance  in  his 
hands,  which  I  recognized  to  be  a  gun-barrel.  I  then  became  aware  that  he  was  posted 
there  and  covered  moj  so  as  to  riddle  me  with  shot  upon  the  slightest  warning.  I  was 
confirmed  in  my  opinion  by  seeing  that  he  changed  his  position  so  as  to  still  cover  me 
when  I  descended  from  the  poith  to  the  ground.  M^jor  Kellogg  questioned  Brown  about 
this  circumstance,  and  be  said  there  was  a  third  man  in  tilie  house.  Stubbs  denied  the 
whole  thing,  and  said  that  no  one  had  arms  at  aU. 

QutsHon,  Where  were  you  stationed  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  At  Fort  Valley. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  stationed  there  ? 

Answer,  For  two  months ;  during  July  and  August,  1870. 

Que$iion.  In  what  county  is  that  t 

Answer,  In  Houston  County. 

QHeeiwn.  Where  did  you  go  from  there  1 

Answer.  I  came  back  to  Atlanta. 

Question,  How  many  troops  had  you  down  in  Houston  County  f 

Answer.  One  small  company  of  about  forty  men. 

Question,  What  was  the  feeling  of  the  people  towards  them  ? 

Answer.  The  people  we  went  there  to  protect,  or  the  people  who  made  application 
for  the  troops,  could  not  do  too  much  for  us.  Those  who  had  no  use  for  us,  as  the  saying 
is,  let  us  severely  alone.  The  cause  of  our  going  down  there  was  the  application  of 
Mr.  Griffin,  a  member  of  the  legislature  fix)m  that  county,  whose  life,  as  he  said,  had 
been  threatened ;  and  the  lives  of  several  freedmen  who  worked  for  him  had  been 
threatened  because  they  voted  the  radical  ticket.  That  was  Mr.  Griffin's  story ;  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  it  further  than  that.  He  treated  us  very  kindly,  ana  so  did 
one  or  two  others.  We  had  no  intercourse  with  the  citizens  outside  of  those  few  indi- 
viduals. A  few  days  before  wo  left  there,  Major  Kellogg  Was  served  with  a  Ku-Klux 
notice,  threatening  the  lives  of  all  of  us  if  we  did  not  leave.  That  notice,  of  course, 
might  have  been  left  by  anybody ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  an  authentic  docu- 
ment or  not. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  other  transactions  with  the  citizens,  excepting  this  one 
with  Stnbbs,  and  the  transaction  when  you  went  to  see  the  ordinary  and  sheriff  about 
people  being  confined  in  the  jail  1  * 

Answer.  Major  Kellogg  haa  one  or  two  that  ho  investigated  himself;  cases  of  darkies 
who  had  been  shot  and  came  into  camp  and  rep<»ted  it. 

QuesUon,  How  were  you  soldiers  received  in  White  County,  where  you  are  now  f 

Answer,  The  same  as  in  Houston  County ;  the  people  we  go  there  to  protect  cannot 
do  too  much  for  us,  and  the  others  have  nothing  to  do  with  us  at  all.  They  are  very 
civil  to  my  face,  but  we  hear  of  their  cursing  us ;  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  true 
or  not. 

Question.  From  what  yon  have  seen,  and  from  your  intercourse  with  the  people,  are 
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yoa  satisfied  that  their  wish  for  protection  was  sincere  and  well  founded;  thnt  they 
were  really  apprehensive  that,  as  things  were,  they  wonld  be  In  danger  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  think  they  ai'e  in  danger  now ;  I  think  their  lives  wonld  not 
he  worth  a  cent  if  the  troops  were  not  there.  There  have  bepn  three  men  killed  or 
shot  in  the  connty  in  less  man  a  year ;  and  as  they  all  belonged  to  the  Union  party,  it 
shows  that  the  murders  are  bein^  committed  from  some  motive  other  than  that  of  per- 
sonal diiScnlty.  I  am  very  cautious  in  ^oing  about  up  there,  and  I  am  cautions  in 
regard  to  my  men,  not  to  expose  them  snigly  to  any  unnecessary  danger.  I  feel  confi- 
dent that  no  one  would  attack  us  in  anj'  force,  but  it  is  possible  that  some  reckless 
men  might  bushwhack,  or  shoot  one  of  the  men  if  he  was  out  alone.  I  sent  one  man 
on  duty  one  f^temoon  to  serve  a  subpoena.  He  got  lost  in  the  woods,  and  did  not  get 
back  in  camp  by  night-fall.  I  sent  two  men  out  to  hunt  him  up,  and  as  they  did  not 
return,  I  mounted  a  horse  and  went  to  look  for  them,  and  was  out  all  night  long.  The 
man  was  found  in  the  morning,  having  lost  his  way. 

Question,  Suppose  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  all  its  forms,  military  and 
civil,  was  withdrawn  from  the  State,  and  the  people  here  were  left  to  work  out  their 
own  purposes  and  plans,  do  you  suppose  the  colored  men,  and  those  white  men  called 
radicals,  would  be  secure  in  their  persons  and  property  all' over  the  State  f 

Anstoer,  Shall  I  give  you  my  opinion  f 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer,  My  opinion  is  that  they  would  not  be. 

Question,  In  how  lar^e  a  portion  of  the  State  do  you  suppose  they  would  be  secure  f 

Answer,  Simply  in  the  larger  cities.  Wherever  I  have  been  in  the  rural  districts,  it 
has  been  about  an  even  thing  between  the  old  rebel  element  and  the  ex-Union  element. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  if  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  the  rebel  Moment  would  drive  out 
the  whole  Union  element,  and  force  them  to  leave  the  country.  It  is  not  the  xK>litics 
of  to-day  where  I  am,  in  White  Connty :  that  is  not  nt  the  bottom  of  it.  They  still 
keep  up  the  old  feeling  between  the  secession  and  the  Union  element.  All  those  parties 
who  are  in  danger  now  were  Union  men  during  the  war ;  several  of  them  crossed  the 
lines,  and  some  were  in  the  Union  Army.  The  other  party  consists  of  the  strong  rebel 
element  that  predominated  there  during  the  war.  They  do  not  aim  to  get  in  politics 
up  there  at  all.  This  one  case  of  Mr.  West,  where  he  was  called  a  radical,  is  the  only 
case  where  I  have  heard  of  politics  being  brought  into  the  matter  at  alL  It  is  the  old 
war  feud  still  kept  up. 

Question,  The  hatred  of  the  rebel  element  towards  the  Union  element  f 

Ansiccr,  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  a  few  exceptions  to  it ;  while  some  of  the  ex-rebels  have 
gone  over  to  the  Union  side,  they  are  brought  under  the  ban  just  the  same  as  the 
old  Union  men. 

Question,  So  far  as  your  observation  has  extended,  which  is  the  most  aggressive  and 
violent  in  temper  and  conduct,  the  rebel  element  or  the  Union  element  T 

Answer,  The  rebel  element ;  they  have  every  advantage  on  their  side  as  a  rule ;  they 
are  the  wealthier  class,  they  control  the  lands,  and  property,  and  arms;  they  have 
every  advantage  in  their  favor. 

Question.  Are  they  generally  well  armed  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  j  tbey  have  no  lack  of  weapons. 

Question,  What  style  of  weapons  do  you  find  that  they  have  t 

Anstver.  Colt's  revolvers  and  rifles  are  the  most  fevered  fire-arm^witli  them.  Bat 
both  sides  are  well  armed. 

Question,  Are  the  rifles  of  the  modern  style,  or  are  they  of  the  old-fashioned  stand- 
ard f 

Answer,  Mostly  the  old  sporting  rifle.  Many  of  them  have  those  cap  and  ball  mos- 
kets  that  they  have  bought  in  the  cities. 

Question,  So  fer  as  the  execution  of  process  from  the  Federal  courts  is  concerned,  is 
there  any  difficulty  about  it  T 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  serving  warranto  ? 

Question,  Yes,  and  making  arrests. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  there  is.  There  is  this  difficulty  about  it :  we  have  to  hunt  the  men 
at  night,  and  catch  them  in  their  beds,  or  else  they  run  from  us  like  deer.  We  cannot 
often  serve  a  subpoena  in  the  day  time. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that,  anywhere  up  in  that  country,  any  one  man,  for  instance 
a  marshal,  or  any  of  his  deputies,  would  be  safe  with  a  capias j  as  it  is  called-^  procesB 
for  arrest-— and  in  attempting  to  execute  it  upon  anybody  excepting  a  radicali 

Anstcer,  No,  sir.  I  do  not  think  he  would  be  allowed  to  arrest  any  one  and  take  him 
out  of  the  county.  I  do  not  think  I  myself  would  be  allowed  to  do  so  with  one  or  two 
men.  Speaking  of  processes  of  the  United  States  court,  we  have  been  quite  unfortu- 
nate up  there  in  making  several  arrests  and  bringing  persons  down  h^re.  The  court 
failing  to  find  true  biUs  against  them,  those  same  parties  have  gone  back,  and  are 
making  their  brags  that  the  Yankees  arrested  them  and  could  not  do  any  thine:  with  them. 
Of  course  they  talk  still  worse,  and  act  still  worse,  on  that  account.  I  do  not  kaow 
the  reason  why  they  did  not  find  true  bills  against  them.    I  brought  down  two  per- 
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60BB  here  as  witnesses  aoainst  them,  who  were  not  called,  and  whose  testimony  would 
have  convicted  them.    My  evidence  would  have  been  pomt  blank  against  them. 

By  Mr.  Lansing: 

Question.  You  say  that  these  failures  to  indict  have  made  matters  worse  in  White 
County  f 

Aiwcer,  Yes,  sir,  a  great  deal  worse.  It  is  very  desirable  when  we  arrest  men, 
and  bring  forward  sufficient  evidence  againsb  them,  that  they  should  be  indicted.  I 
brought  two  persons  at  this  time,  and  I  had  myself  put  down  on  the  presentment 
against  them ;  but  I  was  not  called,  and  they  have  gone  back  scot  free. 

QuesHan.  And  now  you  hear,  a  matter  of  boast  and  exultation  up  there,  that  you 
were  unable  to  do  anything  against  them  in  Atlanta  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queatlan,  Your  name  was  on  the  list  of  witnesses  t 
*  Answer,  Yes,  ^ ;  I  saw  it  put  on  myself;  I  was  particular  to  have  it  done. 

Quesiian,  And  you  were  not  called  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  were  on  that  list  t 

Answer.  Three — ^myself  and  two  others. 

Question.  Were  both  of  the  others  called  ? 

Answer.  One  of  them  was:  but  that  one  knew  the  least  of  any  of  us. 

Question.  And  those  men  have  not  been  rearrested  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  have  gone  back,  and  now  brag  that  the  Yankees  have  failed  to 
indict  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  With  what  were  they  charged  f  • 

Answer.  Those  two  that  I  have  spoken  of  were  charged  with  illicit  distilling.  I  brought 
down  a  witness  against  the  Ku-Klux,  a  negro  woman  who  was  whipped,  Mary  Brown. 
She  was  a  very  Important  witness.  She  recognized  one  man  positively,  when  they 
were  both  here.  She  was  presented  to  the  grand  jury,  but  was  not  called,  for  the  rea- 
son that  she  had  her  face  bound  up  for  the  tooth-ache.  I  asked  her  why  she  was  not 
called,  and  she  said  she  did  not  know.  Her  mother  said  she  was  asked  what  was  the 
matter  with  her,  and  she  told  the  man  that  she  had  the  tooth-ache ;  and  the  man  said 
that  she  could  not  go  before  the  jury.    But  she  could  talk  as  well  aa  1  can  now. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Qtieetion.  The  hostility  of  the  Kn-Klux  was  against  those  who  gave  evidence  against 
the  distillers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  against  those  who  are  witnesses  in  the  United  States  court. 

Question.  Against  anybody  who  gives  any  eWdence  in  regard  to  offenses  against  the 
1ft  wf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  Unionists,  as  you  designate  the  loyal  men  there, 
being  suspected  of  belonging  to  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  class  is  it  that  are  supposed,  and  generally  believed  there,  to  consti- 
tute and  make  up  the  Ku-Klux  t 

Answer,  The  illicit  distillers  are  believed  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  it ;  I  believe  so  my- 
self.   And  with  them  is  the  old  rebel  element. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Speaking  of  this  matter  of  distilling,  is  it  pretty  largely  carried  on  there 
iUictlyt 

Answer,  Very  largely. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  that  the  persons  who  are  engaged  in  it  are  all  of  one  political 
party! 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  would  not  make  that  assertion,  because  we  brought  down  here, 
not  long  ago,  two  men  who  had  been  in  the  Union  Army,  who  were  charged  with  run- 
nine  illicit  stills.  They  protested  against  being  arrested,  said  they  had  been  good 
Union  men,  had  fought  for  the  Union,  and  did  not  see  wh^hcy  should  not  be  allowe<l 
to  make  a  little  whiskj;. 

Question,  For  tho  Union  ? 

Answer.  I  supjwse  so. 

Question.  That  is  a  matter  in  which  all  parties  are  engaged  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that,  in  ^eat  part,  this  Ku-Klux  organization  was 
in^nded  to  protect  these  people  from  arrest  lor  illicit  distilling  t 

Question.  It  bein^  for  that  purpose,  to  afford  a  protection  whiSfS  fcb  iSrexfehaM  to 
persons  of  all  parties,  would  you  say  that  there  was  any  politics  in  this  organization  t 
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Answer »  I  will  explain  why  I  think  illicit  distilling  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  KchKIox 
organization  in  White  Connty.  About  two  years  ago,  when  they  first  began  to  make 
whisky  illicitly  up  there  in  any  quantity,  a  man  came  down  here  and  informed  on  two 
parties.  M^or  Smyth  made  out  warrants  against  those  parties  and  placed  them  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Cason,  his  deputy ;  he  held  the  warrants  against  them.  Well,  fotir 
or  five  illicit  distillers  up  there  made  threats  that  he  had  better  not  attempt  to  mako 
the  arrests,  (I  am  myself  holding  warrants  against  the  same  parities,)  or,  i±  he  did,  he 
would  be  killed.  It  seems  that  he  did  not  dare  to  make  the  arrests,  and  Major  Sti  yth 
had  to  send  a  special  marshal  from  here,  who  arrested  them  ;  but  they  got  away  from 
him,  and  are  still  at  large.  Those  warrants  were  a^in  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Cason  to  execute,  but  while  holding  them  he  was  killed.  The  only  offense  allied 
against  him  is  that  he  held  the  warrants  against  these  men. 

QiiCBiion.  It  is  a  combination  to  protect  mese  distillers  in  great  part  T 

Anfficcr.  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  that  county,  Mr.  Satterfield,  ran 
a  distillery  quite  openly,  and  said  that  he  could  ruu  it  and  make  aM  tho  whis^  he 
wanted.  He  had  also  been  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  continued  to  make  fals 
whisky  until  I  went  up  there,  when  no  went  away.  Although  I  have  a  warrant  fbr 
him,  I  could  not  catch  him ;  he  has  run  off  to  Alabama ;  his  office  is  vacant,  and  tns 
plantation  unoccupied.    We  captured  his  two  sons  and  broke  up  his  atill>house. 

Question,  Your  knowledge  of  these  bands  of  Ku-Klux,  I  understaud,  is  from  heaisay. 
Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  them,  except  as  you  have  stated;  I  mean  of  the 
people  who  compose  the  bauds! 

Anmeer.  No,  sir ;  I  could  uot  lay  my  hand  on  any  particular  man  u]|9  there  and  say 
he  belonged  to  the  Klan.  I  wish  that  I  could,  for  I  would  arrest  him  if  I  could.  But 
I  know  there  are  lawless  men  there,  for  I  have  seen  a  woinau  who  has  beea  whipped, 
and  I  have  ^en  men  who  have  been  shot.  I  have  seen  where  Cason  was  shot,  and  I 
saw  the  blind  that  those  men  got  in  when  they  shot  him. 

Question.  I  believe  you  were  aske<l  a  question  as  to  whether  the  members  of  tiiese 
bands  were  men  who  took  sides  in  politics  at  this  day,  and  I  understood  you  to  say  in 
reply  that  you  thought  they  were  not  t 

Anstoer.  I  do  think  so.  I 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  distillation  of  spirits  there  is  one  of  the  radical' causes 
for  the  formation  of  these  bands,  and  whether  that  distillation  is  conducted  by  Unioo 
soldiers,  who  say  that£rom  their  past  services  they  have  a  right  to  engage  in  distilling  f 

Answer.  We  have  found  only  two  of  them. 

Question.  There  is  no  politics  in  distilling ;  and  these  bands  you  say  are  oi^ganiied  to 
protect  those  engaged  in  distilling ;  then,  upon  what  ground  do  you  say  that  one  partj 
or  another  embraces  the  greater  proportion  of  those  belonging  to  these  bands  f 

Anstoer.  Well,  this  mau  Sattertiold,  a  justice  of  the  peace  uiere,  owned  a  still,  and, 
as  I  heard,  he  frequently  made  threats  that  they  had  organized  the  Ku-Klux  there  in 
White  Connty  on  purpose  to  prevent  the  breaking  up  of  the  still.  And  one  part  of 
the  oath  or  obligation  was  t^  drive  out  and  wage  war  against  the  United  States  reve- 
nue officers  who  should  come  up  there  to  break  up  the  distilling. 

Qjuestlon.  That  was  a  common  purpose  of  tbe  parties  engaged  in  distilling  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  with  the  exception  of  those  two  men  who  belonged  to  the  Union 
Army,  and  nobody  asserts  that  they  ever  did  belong  to  the  Ku-Klnx. 

Question.  What  number  of  troops  had  Major  Kellogg  in  Houston  Connty  f 

Answer.  About  forty ;  a  small  company.  / 

Question.  How  many  have  you  in  White  County  under  your  charge  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  fifteen  there. 

Question.  You  have  been  up  there,  you  say,  for  seventy  days! 

Answer.  About  that  length  of  time. 

Question.  You  have  been  in  Georgia  since  1869  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  During  that  time  has  there  ever  been  an  assault  made  upon  one  of  your 
men  when  in  uniform  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  now  think  of  any  person^  violence  ever  having  been  oflKsred  them, 
but  they  have  frequently  been  cnrsed  and  insulted. 

Question.  By  low,  drunken  men  t 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  drunken  men  or  not.  My  men  have  fre- 
quently come  to  me  and  made  complaint  that  certain  citizens  in  White  County  hod 
threatened  their  lives.  When  one  of  tbe  men  was  sent  for  the  mail,  he  was  pitched 
into  by  one  or  two,  and  cursed  as  a  damned  Yankee.  After  that  I  sent  the  men  oat 
armed. 

Question.  No  direct  attack  was  made  upon  themf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  none  upon  yourself,  except  the  tirade  of  the  old  woman  at  tiie  tiiM 
you  visited  the  man  Stubbs ;  at  no  other  time  have  you  had  any  personal  disreapeet 
shown  youf 

An^er.  No,  sir.  ^ 
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Question.  Toa  have  heard  of  disrespectful  remarks  made  in  your  absence  t 

Annper,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  was  this  case  of  Stnbbs  investigated  by  yon  f 

Antwerp  Some  time  in  Angnst,  1870. 

Qu^Hon,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  a  black  man  made  complaint  to  M^or  Kellogg 
of  some  wrong  done  him  in  divioiug  the  crops,  and  that  Major  Kellogg  sent  you  to  in- 
vestigate it,  and  you  did  so,  in  the  manner  you  have  stated  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  upon  the  failnre  of  Stnbbs  to  respond  properly,  and  to  satisfy  you  that 
justice  would  be  done  this  black  man,  you  reported  him  to  M^or  Kellogg,  and  he  sent 
you  with  a  file  of  men  to  arrest  Stubbs  and  take  him  to  camp  f 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiian.  Yon  had  no  civil  process  at  that  time  9 

Answer.  Georgia  was  under  a  sort  of  martial  law  at  that  time. 

QuesHon,  In  IbTO  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  what  month  9 

Anstver,  I  think  it  was  in  the  month  of  Augnst;  possibly  it  was  the  last  of  July. 
Georgia  was  then  a  military  district.  * 

QiSsHon.  Georgia  was  still  under  martial  law  f  ^ 

Anstoer.  Not  exactly  under  martial  law,  but  General  Terry  had  the  control  of  affairs 
to  a  great  extent. 

Question.  He  had  supreme  control  of  the  State  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiioti,  And  he  deputed  to  you  officers  what  authority  he  desired  you  to  exercise  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  orders  of  M^jor  Kellogg  gave  me  the  right  to  arrest  any 
parties. 

Question.  Was  it  your  custom,  and  was  it  the  intention  of  the  authority  given  you 
that  you  were  to  interfere  in  ciases  of  private  contract  between  fanners  and  their  hands 
if  you  believed  ii^ustice  had  been  done  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  way  I  understood. the  orders. 

Question,  And  yon  disposed  of  the  cases  as  you  thought  consistent  with  Justice  and 
equity  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  As  I  stated,  Mr.  Griffin,  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  that 
county,  came  to  General  Terry  and  told  him  that  the  civil  authorities  had  declined  to 
do  their  duty  any  longer,  and  that  colored  men  Conld  not  get  justice  done  them.  It 
was  OB  that  reprdsentation  that  we  were  sent  down  there. 

Question.  This  was  an  instance  of  your  interference  in  cases  of  that  kind  under  the 
orders  of  your  superior  officer  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  this  was  the  second  arrest  that  we  made;  the  first  was  of  the 
sheriff  or  ordinary  of  the  county,  I  have  now  forgotten  which,  who  was  arrested  and 
sent  up  to  Generm  Terry. 

Question.  Was  that  on  account  of  the  same  matter  of  private  difference  f 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  it  was  because  he  had  refused  to  carry  out  the  proper  laws  in  some 
caoes  between  blacks  and  whites.  General  Terry  had  the  right  to  suspend  a  man  from 
office  and  to  appoint  another  in  his  place. 

Question,  Or  to  depute  to  his  officers  throughout  the  State—to  yourself  and  others — 
the  right  and  power  to  investigate  and  determine  differences  between  farmers  and  their 
hands! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  everything  we  did  down  there  had  to  be  reported  to  him  in 
writing.  • 

Quesiion.  Entirely  without  reference  to  the  civil  authorities  in  that  section  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  did  those  orders  continue  ? 

Answer,  We  were  there  only  two  months.  When  we  left,  there  were  no  troops  at  all 
there. 

QueeUon.  You  are  now  np  in  White  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  some  person  that  you  arrested  there,  and  of  some  garb  that 
yon  found  in  the  garret  of  a  honse  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Quesiion.  Who  was  that  person  t 

Answer,  A  person  that  the  marshal  had  a  warrant  for,  for  firing  upon  a  United  States 
witness  with  a  revolver. 

Qu^ion.  You  were  acting  in  aid'of  the  civil  authorities  in  making  that  arrest  f 

Answer.  Of  the  United  States  authorities ;  yes^  sir. 

Quesikm.  Were  they  in  pursuit  of  him  with  a  warrant  f 

Q^^,  A5d*yon  found  himf  °'9'^'^^^  ^^  GoOg Ic 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  an  upper  room  of  a  house,  with  the  door  locked,  and  with  two 
revolvers  on  his  person. 

Qtieation.  Whoso  house  ? 

Answer,  In  his  own  house. 

Q^e81ion,  And  you  found  in  that  house  the  garh  you  have  spoken  of? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  we  found  that  in  his  father's  housed 

Question,-  You  supposed  that  garb  to  be  the  uniforn)  of  a  Kn-KIux? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it.  I  thought  it  could  have  been 
something  else  as  well  as  that.  There  was  a  possibility  that  it  was  used  for  that  pur- 
pose, yet  I  would  not  assert  that  it  was  a  Ku-Klux*garb. 

Question,  Have  you  seen  any  Ku-Klux  in  Georgia!    ' 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  only  in  Alabama. 

Qiiestion,  And  that  was  in  1868  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  the  garb  they  wore  there  the  same  that  you  saw  here  f 

Answer,  Well,  the  garb  we  found  was  a  sort  of  black  cambric  gown. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  of  the  difficulty  of  making  arrests,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
making  the  arrests  at  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  I  need  not  ask  yon  whether  an  arrest  at  night  is  not  more  dangerous  to  the 
person  who  makes  it  than*  an  arrest  in  the  day-time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  if  the  party  to  be  arrested  intends  to  resist. 

Question,  Do  you  not  mean  by  difficulty  in  making  arrests  that  it  was  an  evasion  of 
the  arrest,  and  not  any  forcible  resistance  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  parties  got  out  of  your  way  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  lay  out,  as  they  call  it. 

Question.  Tnat  constitutes  the  difficulty  in  making  arrests  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  never  had  any  opposition  to  arrest  made  to  me  personally. 
One  or  two  officers  of  my  regiment  have  been  resisted. 

Question,  They  are  in  this  State  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  are  not.  One  is  in  South  Carolina.  He  was  sent  up  into  one 
of  the  northern  counties  in  this  State  and  arrested  a  man,  and  about  three  hundred  of 
the  citizens  forced  him  to  give  him  up. 

Question,  What  was  the  alleged  oftenso  ? 

Answ^.  Murder.  It  was  in  1870,  during  the  time  that  General  Terry  was  adminis- 
tering affiiirs  here. 

Question,  That  was  during  the  period  of  military  law  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  not  suspended.  I  do  not  know  exactly 
what  the  condition  of  affairs  was,  but  General  Terry  wa«  above  Governor  Bullock. 

Question.  It  was  during  that  time  that  the  murder  was  committed,  and  resistance  to 
the  arrest  was  made  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  officer  told  me  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  he  said  that 
he  had  twenty  men  given  him  to  proceed  up  in  Chattooga  County  and  arrest  this  man 
and  bring  him  to  Atlanta.  He  an'ested  him,  and  came  into  the  town  of  Sumulc^^'ille, 
where  he  had  to  stop  over  night.  He  was  twenty  miles  from  the  railroad,  and  had  to 
march  to  the  railroad  the  next  morning.  During  that  night  some  three  huudretl  Kn- 
Klux,  as  he  claims,  gathered  together,  and  their  leader  came  to  him  in  disguise  and 
demanded  that  he  should  releiise  this  person.  All  his  command  will  testify  that  those 
disguised  men  were  circulating  around  among  them.  One  man  in  particular  will 
tell  you  that  one  of  the  disguised  men  came  up  to  him  and  asked  if  he  knew  who  he 

was.  The  man  said  "  No ;"  and  then  the  disguised  man  said,  "I  am ,"  giving  some 

name,  *^  from  the  battle-field  ol  Shiloh.''     The  lieutenant  was  forced  to  give  the  man 
up.    He  was  coui-t-martialod  for  it,  and  came  very  near  being  put  out  of  the  service. 

Question.  That  case  was  reported  to  General  Terry  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  Grcneral  Terry  believed  he  should  have  held  the  man  at  all 
hazards.  I  know  of  another  case,  where  an  officer  was  attacked  by  a  band  of  men 
who  attempted  to  release  his  prisoners.  He  fought  them,  however,  and  repulsed  them, 
losing  two  of  his  horses,  and  brought  away  his  prisoners.  He  was  Lieutenant  Sum- 
merhayes,  of  the  Eighth  Infantry. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  other  officer  who  you  say  was  resisted  T 

Answer,  His  name  was  Lieutenant  Hyer. 

Question.  Was  Lieutenant  Summerhayes  attacked  by  an  inferior  body  to  that  which 
attacked  Lieutenant  Hyer  ? 

Answer,  He  had  an  iiuerior  force  to  that  of  Lieuteimnt  Hyer. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  man  being  confined  in  prison  in  Hall  County,  and  gave  it 
as  an  instance  of  the  ill-feeling  and  injustice  existing  in  White  County.  It  was  the 
case  where  a  difficulty  arose  between  two  men,  and  one  called  the  other  a  damned 
radical,  and  blows  followed.  I  understood  you  also  to  say  that  it  was  the  only  case  to 
your  knowledge  in  which  politics  of  the  present  day  seemed  to  have  any  part  at  all  f 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  man  was  arrested  under  a  warrant  in  Hall  County,  charged 
with  an  assault  with  intent  to  kill  ?  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  is  a  felony  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  jou  say  that  he  was  imprisoned  in  default  of  ball  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  attempt  to  release  him  upon  bail,  except 
what  his  father  told  you  I 

Ansvcer.  No,  sir.  » 

QueaiHion.  You  were  not  present  in  Hall  County,  and  did  not  examine  the  record,  and 
you  know  nothing  of  the  affidavit  that  preceded  the  warrant  for  his  arrest  t 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  All  you  know  of  the  case  is  what  his  father  told  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  I  stated  that  his  father  came  to  my  camp  and  asked  me  to 
protect  his  son  from  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Does  not  the  writ  oi habeas  corpus  now  run  in  Georgia? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  in  force. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  therefore,  any  cause  why  a  man  may  not  now  procure  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  if  he  chooses  to  apply  for  it  properly,  and  to  the  proper  person  T 

Ansucer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do.  Up  in  the  country  where  lawyers  deal  with  men  of  very 
limited  education  they  can  come  sharp  tricks  upon  them,  and  deprive  them  of  many 
rights  to  which  they  are  entitled.  Mr.  West  told  me  that  after  his  son  was  bailed  on 
this  first  charge  of  assault  and  battery  he  swore  out  a  warrant  against  bis  antagonist, 
and  had  him  arrested  on  a  similar  charge,  and  they  tried  the  case  before  two  of  the 
instices,  one  of  them  this  man  Satterfield,  who  has  since  run  away  for  illicit  distilling, 
and  another  by  the  name  of  Roberts.  The  man  last  arrested,  whose  name  is  Jackson, 
employed  a  Mr.  Palmer  to  defend  him.  West  was  called  on  the  stand  to  give  his  testi- 
mony. He  stated  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  time,  and  all  that.  He  bad 
scarcely  given  his  testimony  when  the^defendant's  lawyer  jumped  up  and  moved  that 
the  case  ue  thrown  out  of  court,  as  the  witness  had  not  g^ven  any  locality. 

Question.  Had  not  proved  where  the  assault  was  committed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  case  was  thrown  ri^t  out  of  court  at  once,  without  &llow> 
ing  hinf  any  chance  to  make  the  statement,  as  he  could  have  done. 

Question,  You  came  from  New  York  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  attended  the  trial  of  cases  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  where 
similar  cases  were  tried  ? 

Answfir,  I  have  been  engaged  in  cases  before  juries. 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  bar  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  were  concerned  as  a  party  or  as  a  witness  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  1  am  speaking  of  cases  tried  before  courts  duly  organized.  % 

Answer.  I  underatand  you. 

Question,  Have  you  not  constantly  k^own  of  men  guilty  of  offenses  escaping  because 
of  some  defect  in  the  proof;  is  it  not  a  common  thing  for  that  to  be  done  f 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question,  Then  your  experience  aa  a  criminal  lawyer  is  very  limited  t 

Answer,  It  is  very  limited;  I  am  not  a  lawyer  at  all. 

ByMr.  Scofield: 
Question.  Suppose  that  West  had  been  the  defendant ;  would  there  have  been  any 
such  abaip  trick  played  f 
Answer.  His  £Etther  claims  not. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
QuesMon.  It  was  the  act  of  a  lawyer  endeavoring  to  get  his  client  dear  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I 

Question.  By  this  sharp  trick,  as  you  call  it,  he  claimed  that  his  opponent  had  not 
proved  the  case,  because  he  had  not  proved  the  locum  in  quo,  where  the  assault  and  bat- 
tery had  been  committed  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Aro  there  not  gentlemen  of  the  bar  here  in  Atlanta  and  in  the  adjoining 
portion  of  the  State  who  are  eminent  men,  and  who  do  their  duty  by  any  persons  who 
employ  them  t  . 
Answer.  I  think  there  are,  although  I  have  no  intercourse  with  them^  GoOqIc 
Queation,  As  it  is  not  necessary  to  employ  a  lawyer  in  any  partiouLar  coan^,  mij  la 
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it  that  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  could  not  have  been  obtained ;  is  tliere  any  obstacle  in 
t^ewayf 

Answer,  There  is  no  legal  obstacle  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  obtain  it  f 

Answer,  His  father  told  me  so. 

Question,  What  was  the  attempt  f 

Answer,  His  father  said  that  ho  employed  a  lawyer,  and  feed  him,  to  get  out  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpuSj  and  the  ordinary  declined  to  issue  it  because  Mr.  West  was  a  resident 
of  another  county ;  that  was  the  only  reason  in  the  world  which  he  gave.  I  told  Mr. 
West  that  I  did  not  believe  it  was  a  valid  reason. 

Question,  Was  this  ordinary  the  only  person  in  the  State  to  whom  the  application 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  could  be  made  f  Could  not  any  justice  of  the  supremo  court 
have  issued  that  writ  In  this  city,  or  in  any  part  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  And  no  attempt  was  made  to  get  anybody  else  to  issue  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  not  up  to  the  time  I  left  there.  I  advised  Mr.  West  to  do  so',  and 
told  him  there  was  no  valid  reason  at  all  why  it  should  not  be  issued. 

Question,  And  you  want  to  go  back  there  and  escort  that  young  man  to  the  place  of  , 
trial! 

Answer,  I  would  like  to  be  there  to  save  his  life. 

Question,  Is  it  the  practice  of  the  military  in  this  State  to  maintain  that  8uper>^on 
over  the  public  peace  f 

Answer,  Ye^,  sir ;  I  have  the  order  of  General  Terry  to  that  effect. 

Question,  Not  limited  to  any  particular  case  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  It  says  that  by  the  common  law  every  citizen  is  to  use  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  prevent  the  commission  of  felonious  assaults  or  felonious  destruction  of 
liife  and  property ;  and  it  goes  on  to  say  that  the  word  '^  citizen''  must  mean  any  one 
of  the  people ;  and  if  a  citizen  becomes  a  soldier  he  is  not  thereby  relieved  from  his 
obligations  as  a  citizen ;  and,  therefore,  a  soldier  is  as  much  under  that  obli^tion  of 
the  citizen  as  if  he  did  not  wear  a  uniform.  And  he  further  enjoins  upon  aU  officers 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  prevent  any  lelonious  destruction  of  life  and  prop- 
erty. 

Question,  Under  that  order  is  it  the  practice  of  the  military  in  this  State  to  become 
the  conservators  of  the  peace  in  the  various  counties:  and  do  they,  upon  appjication 
of  individuals,  undertake  to  guard  and  protect  them  T. 

Answer,  That  has  been  my  experience. 

Question,  Then  you  would  detail  troops  to  protect  any  one  who  signified  to  you  thai 
he  needed  protection  f 

^  Answer,  If  he  made  it  apparent  to  me  that  he  was  in  danger ;  it  is  left  to  my  discre- 
tion, and  I  would  be  very  cautious  about  it. 

Question,  You  would  detail  troops  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  county  to  escort  any  man 
to  and  fro  f 

Answer.  I  have  already  had  to  do  it  in  White  County,  in  the  case  of  two  of  the  wit- 
nesses before  the  United  States  court.  They  were  arrested  on  warrants,  sworn  out  in 
White  County,  for  assault.  They  made  it  apparent  to  the  marshal  that  their  lives 
would  be  in  danger  if  they  went  up  there  without  protection,  and  the  marshal  aaked 
me  to  furnish  a  guard  for  them,  which  I  did.  The  marshal  wanted  ten  men,  as  he  feared 
there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  With  that  number  of  men  I  thought  I  had 
better  go  along  myself,  and  I  did  so ;  but  nothing  transpired. 

Question,  Against  whom  had  these  men  been  t^ifyingt 

Answer.  Against  parties  who  fired  upon  them  in  Cleveland  a  few  months  before. 
They  were  originally  witnesses  against  distillers  up  there,  and  their  lives  had  be^i 
threatened.  They  were  told  that  if  they  came  to  Atlanta  they  would  be  killed,  and  at 
one  term  of  the  court  they  did  not  dare  come  down  here. 

Question,  Was  the  case  of  Mr.  Holcombe  one  of  those  cases  f 

Answer,  He  was  not  one  of  those  parties. 

Question,  In  how  many  parts  of  Georgia  are  there  troops  now  t 

Answer,  There  are  posts  at  Atlanta  and  at  Savannah ;  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
are  any  more;  there  are  a  great  many  detachments  scattered  about  through  the 
State. 

Question,  Are  troops  detached  and  detailed  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  State,  wherever 
Ihev  are  required,  from  the  barracks  at  Atlanta  and  Savannah  f 

Answer,  That  has  been  the  custom. 

Question.  In  any  of  those  cases  where  they  have  gone  out  have  you  found  that  theie 
has  been  any  forcible  resistance  to  them,  since  General  Terry  has  abated  his  rula  f 

Answer,  The  only  case  I  have  heard  of  was  that  of  Lieutenant  Hyer. 

Question,  That  was  while  General  Terry  was  commander  of  the  StateJ^^T^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  jiJOgie 

Question,  And  commanded  the  State  of  his  own  will  1 
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Anstjcer,  Tou  mast  mean,  then,  since  last  Jannory  9 
Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  now  of  any  case. 
Question.  They  go  to  different  parts  of  the  Sti^tet 

Answer.  I  am  ordered  to  White  Connty  at  the  request  of  the  marshal ;  I  do  not  know 
npon  what  grounds  General  Terry  orders  the  military  to  other  parts  of  the  State. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  There  has  heen  no  open  resistance? 

Answer.  None  that  I  have  heard  ot 

Question.  Sappose  the  marshal  or  a  single  deputy  were  to  go  hy  himself  to  make 
arrests,  would  tnere  be  any  danger  ? 

AnsiDer.  He  says  he  would  not  risk  his  life.  The  deputy  marshal  intends  to  go  up  in 
White  County  next  week,  and  he  requests  me  to  send  a  guard  to  him  at  Gainesville. 

By  Mr.  Batabd  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  formation  of  night  companies  to  picket  the  roads  when 
they  thought  this  Ku-Klux  band  were  about  to  make  raids  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  those  companies  been  in  existence  1 

Answer.  Those  parties  said  they  organized  them  some  time  in  Jime  or  July  last. 

Question.  Are  they  widely  spread  t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  them  in  only  that  one  county. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  the  extent  of  the  organization  there  t 

Answer.  I  have  seen  some  twelve  or  fifteen  men  who  said  they  were  members  of  it, 
and  that  they  broke  up,  by  their  organization,  the  raiding  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Have  they  pretty  efiectually  broken  it  up  by  means  of  this  counter  organiza- 
tion? 

Answer.  I  think  they  have  effectually  stopped  their  goiug  about  at  night. 

QuesUon.  You  do  not  know  how  many  compose  that  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  only  twelve  or  fifteen  say  they  belonged  to  it ;  I  think  that  is 
'  about  the  extent  of  it. 

By  the  Cuairman  : 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  i>eople  in  that  county  being  divided  into  the  old  Union 
and  old  rebel  element  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  As  a  general  rule,  how  do  the  old  Union  people  act  now,  with  which  politi- 
cal party  ;  the  republican  or  democratic  ? 

Answer  I  hardly  kAow ;  I  have  not  troubled  myself  even  to  inquire  of  them  about  it. 
I  have  heard  politics  mentioned  there  so  little  that  I  do  not  know  how  the  people  do 
stand. 

Question.  You  do  not  hear  the  words  "  republican  "  and  "  democrat ''  up  there  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  bit  of  it. 

Question.  It  is  "  rebel "  and  "  Union  ?" 

Answer.  It  seems  so. 

py  Mr.  Lansing  : 
Question.  Where  was  the  murder  committed  for  which  Lieutenant  Hyer  made  the 
arrest? 
Ansxver.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  firom  Summerville,  in  Chattooga  County. 
Question.  Do  you  know  the  circumstances  of  it  ? 
Answer.  1  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 
Question.  That  was  in  1870? 
Answer.  In  March,  1870. 

Question.  During  the  existence  of  martial  law  in  this  State  under  General  Terry  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  martial  law. 
Question.  Was  it  while  General  Terry  was  the  military  ruler  here  ? 
Ansufer.  It  was  while  Georgia  wae  a  military  district. 


AtlajNTa,  Georgia,  October  24, 1871. 

CHARLES  HENDBICKS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman:  ^         by  GoOqIc 

QwesUon.  What  is  your  age,  where  were  yon  born,  and  where  do  you  now  live T 
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Arnircr.  I  am  abont  forty-two  years  old ;  I  was  bom  in  Baits  County,  this  State;  and 
I  now  live  in  the  city  of  Atlanta. 

QtiesUon.  How  lon^  have  you  been  living  in  Atlanta  f 

Answer.  I  was  Uvmg  here  all  dnring  the  war  and  until  year  before  last,  when  I 
went  up  into  Gwinnett  County,  and  bought  a  piece  of  land  near  PindmeyVille  dis- 
trict. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  live  in  Gwinnett  County  t 

Ansicer.  I  lived  there  three  years. 

QuestUm.  When  did  you  leave  there  and  c4uie  back  to  Atlanta  f 

Answer.  I  left  there  last  year,  during  the  time  of  the  State  election ;  in  November,  I 
think. 

Question,  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  that  election  1 

Answer.  I  had. 

Question,  In  what  capacity  1 

Answer.  1  was  one  of  the  committee  of  election,  to  superintend  it.  I  have  my  oom- 
mission  in  my  pocket,  and  he^  it  is.    [Handing  the  chairman  a  paper,  as  follows : 

'^Executive  Department,  State  of  Georgia, 

"  Atlanta,  Georgia,  December  8, 1870. 
"  Chas.  Kendrdc,  [Hendricks,]  Esq., 

"  Narcross,  Gwinnett  County. 
"  Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursa- 
ance  of  your  appointment  by  him,  you  were,  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1870,  con- 
firmed, by  the  honorable  the  Senate,  as  a  manager,  to  hold  the  election  at  the  precinct 
established  at  Norcross,  in  the  county  of  Gwinnett. 
"  Respectfullv  yours, 
[SEAL.]  "H.C.  CORSON, 

"  Secretary  ExeeuUve  JDeporlmaiit.''] 

Question.  I  notice  that  this  papei'  is  dated  the  8th  6t  December;  I  suppose  the  elec-* 
tion  was  held  in  December  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  right. 

Qu^sUon.  Did  you  find  any  people  up  there  in  Gwinnett  County  that  they  caUed 
Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  1  did. 

Question.  Tell  us  what  you  know  about  them. 

Answer.  They  came  to  my  house ;  they  first  called  me  out 

Question.  Before  you  go  on,  state  when  that  was ;  whether  it  was  before  the  election 
or  after. 

Answer.  It  was  two  weeks  before  the  election. 

Question,  After  this  commission  was  given  yout 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  just  exactly  two  weeks  before  the  election. 

Qti€8tum.  Did  they  know  you  had  the  commission  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  published,  and  they  knew  it. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  came  f 

Ansrver.  I  never  saw  but  two  of  them  I  knew,  Wilson  and  Edmunds. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  in  the  crowd  T 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  exactly :  several  of  them ;  I  had  such  a  hard  scuffle  with 
them ;  my  wife  ran  out  and  hollered,  and  they  ran  off. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  day  time  or  at  night  f 

Ansufer.  At  night. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  riding  or  walking? 

Answer.  They  were  walking. 

Question,  Go  on  and  tell  us  all  about  it.  ~^ 

Answer,  They  called  me  out,  and  I  started  to  the  door.  I  knew  Wilson's  voice, 
because  I  was  well  acquainted  with  him.  My  wife  told  me  not  to  open  the  door  until 
I  made  up  a  light.  I  was  living  in  what  we  call  a  log-cabin  in  our  part  of  the  country ; 
I  looked  through  a  crack  and  saw  him.  I  made  up  a  light,  and  then  went  and  got 
into  bed  and  lay  right  down.  I  did  not  think  they  woula  break  open  the  door.  They 
found  I  had  laid  down,  and  they  broke  open  the  door  and  came  in.  Edmunds  sadd  that  he 
was  going  to  shoot  me  right  down.  My  jtvife  Just  got  up  and  ran  out  of  doors  and  hol- 
lered. I  begged  them  not  to  shoot  me.  I  said:  "Now,  Mr.  Wilson,  dont  you  shoot 
me ;  I  have  done  nothing  in  the  world  to  you ;  don't  you  do  it ;  I  know  yon  and  Mr. 
Edmunds  both."  He  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  would  carry  me  into  the  woodd 
and  hang  me.  He  said  to  Edmunds.  "  Let's  carry  him  out  and  nang  him,  and  then 
shoot  him."  I  put  on  my  pants,  that  lay  there,  and  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I 
was  going  out  willingly.    They  had  their  pistols  in  their  hands,  and  I  gathered  both 
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their  handH  and  tried  to  get  their  pistols  away.  I  tusseled  with  them  niitil  I  got  to  tho 
door,  and  then  I  broke  and  ran,  and  they  shot  me. 

Question,  Where  were  you  hit  ? 

Anstcer,  In  the  thick  part  of  njy  thigh;  the  ball  went  into  my  bowels ;  Doctor  Profit, 
of  this  city,  took  it  out.  The  gentleman  I  was  working  for  at  the  lime  happened  to  be 
up  on  Monday  morning ;  it  was  done  on  Sunday  night.  I  was  tliere  framing  a  railroad 
bridge ;  I  am  a  carpenter.  He  came  up  Monday  morning  and  had  me  sent  right  to 
town,  and  I  have  been  here  ever  since.  I  had  a  little  difficulty  once  before  that  with 
Wilson,  at  the  time  of  the  governor's  election.  I  went  up  to  vote,  and  he  just  walked 
up  right  behind  me  and  knoo]^ed  me  down  with  a  stick.  I  got  up,  and  the  'squire  of 
the  district  told  him  that  he  had  better  behave  himself.  I  started  on  home;  I  did  not 
live  far  from  the  court-house—about  half  a  mile.  The  'squire  called  me  back  and  told 
me  that  I  should  have  a  chance.  I  started  back,  and  Wilson  came  up  to  me  and  cut 
iny  coat  with  his  knife.  I  believe,  though,  it  was  made  .up  amongst  a  party  of  them 
there  because  I  took  a  part  in  the  election ;  I  am  satisfied  it  was. 

Question,  Who  is  Wilson  f 

Anstcer,  His  name  is  Hiram  Wilson. 

Question,  Where  does  he  live? 

Answer,  He  lives  right  there  in  the  eauie  district  of  Pinckuey  viUe ;  you  may  say  at 
Norcross. 

Question,  Wliat  is  his  standing  in  the  community  t 

Answer,  He  has  not  a  very  goo^ recommendation ;  he  is  what  we  call  a  drunkard; 
ho  has  got  pretty  low  down  principles. 

Question,  Haa  he  much  propertf^  T 

Answer,  I  think  he  has  but  very  little  property ;  he  had  a  right  smart  piece  of  land, 
a  very  good  property :  a  piece  that  Norcross  is  now  built  on.  He  owned  that,  and  sold 
it  to  Mr.  Thrasher.  1  do  not  know  what  he  ha$  in  money,  but  I  t^ink  he  has  now 
kbout  four  or  five  acres  of  land. 

Question,  How  old  a  man  is  he  ? 

Answer,  Not  very  old ;  I  reckon  about  thirty-five,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 

QuesUon,  Did  he  own  slaves  before  the  war  ? 

Answer,  He  did  not. 

Question,  Did  his  family  own  slaves  ? 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  ot 

(^estion.  Was  he  in  the  rebel  army  f 

Answer.  I  think  probably  he  was.  I  never  knew  anything  about  him  until  I  went 
up  there.  Dr.  Parks  was  a  member  of  the  legislature,  and  I  was  building  a  house  for 
him.  I  took  an  active  part  in  trying  to  teach  the  colored  people  of  that  district  what 
to  do,  and  they  Just  concluded  thiat  I  should  not  live  there. 

Question,  Had  you  had  any  x>er8onal  diflSculty  with  Wilson  except  on  election  day  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Had  anything  ever  passed  between  you  and  him  before  he  knocked  you 
down  at  the  polls  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  This  paper  which  you  have  handed  me,  yoiu:  commission,  seems  to  l>e 
stained,  is  it  with  blood  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  it  is  not  a  blood-stain ;  I  think  it  came  off  my  purse. 

Question,  How  long  were  you  in  recovering  from  the  eflfect  of  tne  shooting  ? 

Ansicer.  The  whole  of  last  summer.  I  was  pretty  badly  shot ;  I  was  not  able  to  do 
anything  the  whole  of  last  summer. 

Question,  Are  you  as  well  now  as  before  you  were  shot  ? 

Aimcer,  I  am  not  entirely  w  ell ;  I  have  spasms  from  it  sometimes ;  I  had  one  to-day 
ui>  here  in  the  room. 

Qtiestion,  How  seriously  does  it  interfere  with  your  labor  as  a  carpenter  ? 

Answer,  Sometimes  I  have  them  up  on  top  of  a  house  where  I  am  at  work.  Finally, 
I  have  got  so  that  I  cannot  go  ort  top  of  a  house  much,  because  I  am  afraid  to  risk  it.  If 
I  am  on  the  ground  I  can,  probably,  make  out  very  well.  The  parties  I  work  with 
know  that  I  have  them. 

Question,  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  bring  these  men  to  trial  and  punishment  in 
the  courts  thei-e  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  came  here  and  had  a  warrant  taken  out  for  them,  and  had  them 
before  the  court  at  LawrenceviUe.  He  claimed  that  he  was  not  ready  for  trial,  and 
they  put  off  his  trial ;  I  went  up  there  this  last  term  of  the  court  and  they  burned  up 
the  court-house  and  all  the  documents.  John  Thrasher,  George  Jones,  Abel  Greer,  and 
old  man  Tom  Jones,  went  his  bond  for  $1,000 ;  three  of  them  went  Edmunds's  security 
for  a  thousand  dollars  ;  and  Edmunds  ran  away  and  left  his  security. 

Question,  W^here  is  the  other  man  f       .  r^  i 

Answer.  He  is  up  there.  Digitized  by  GOOS  Ic 

Questton,  Is  he  under  bond  now  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  have  burned  up  all  the  documents  and  everything  of  thi 
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sort,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  I  would  have  a  great  deal  of  trouble  up  there  to  get  at 
the  right  of  it ;  and  I  thought  I  would  try  before  this  committee  and  see  what  they 
could  do  with  it. 

Question.  Did  you  go  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Wiiat  did  they  do  T 

Jnsica'.  They  found  a  true  bill  against  him. 

Question.  How  long  ago  did  you  first  hear  of  the  Ku-Klux  up  there  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  hav(S  been  up  there  for  three  years ;  I  have  not  been  in  the 
county  for  more  than  three  years:  I  married  my  wife  here,  but  her  father  lives  up 
there ;  she  wanted  to  live  close  by  ner  father,  and  I  went  up  there.  I  thought  I  would 
buy  me  a  piece  of  land  and  settle  myself  in  the  country,  and  not  have  so  much  renting 
to  do ;  but  I  could  not  stay  there ;  it  is  no  use  to  me  now. 

Question.  Have  you  sold  your  land  1 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  you  went  up  there  did  you  find  that  the  Ku-Elus  were  in  the  county! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  have  they  been  doing  ? 

Answer.  They  have  been  disturbing  both  white  and  black;  whipping  some,  robbing 
them,  taking  what  little  money  and  other  things  they  had,  and  so  oh. 

Question.  You  say  they  shot  you ;  did  they  do  anythingmore  to  you,- or  did  they  fiien 
go  off  f 

Answer.  They  went  off;  it  was  not  very  far  to  my  father-in-law's;  my  wifb  made 
such  a  fuss  that  they  ran  off;  there  were  some  other  parties  there,  but  I  oonid  not  get 
a  chance  to  see  them,  and  cannot  swear  to  them ;  I  could  not  tell  exactly  how  many 
there  were  j  I  suppose  they  were  afraid  to  stay  any  longer ;  my  £aiher-in-law  knows 
every  man  m  the  settlement. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  state  whether  those  who  are  Ku-Eluz  belong  to  one 
political  party ;  and,  if  so,  which  party  it  is. 

Answer.  I  tnink  they  belong  to  one  political  party ;  I  think  it  is  a  collusion  amcrngst 
them ;  I  think  they  belong  to  the  democratic  party ;  that  is  my  opinion  aboat  it. 

Question.  To  what  political  party  do  the  men  that  they  whip  and  abuse  b^ong  t 

Answer.  They  are  all  republicans  that  I  ever  knew  anything  about ^  adl  I  ever  heard 
about  in  our  part  of  the  State  that  they  abused  were  of  republican  principles.  I  never 
knew  a  man  interfered  with  yet  but  what  was  a  republican ;  I  do  not  think  yon  will 
find  in  your  examination  here  that  any  man  has  been  interfered  with  but  what  is  a 
republican. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Was  this  outrage  upon  you  committed  after  the  election  was  held  ? 

Answer.  I  was  shot  before  the  election.    * 

Question.  What  is  the  population  of  that  county  T 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  exactly  what  it  is  now,  but  it  is  pretty  strong. 

Question.  How  many  people  are  there  in  the  county,  I  mean  T 

Answer.  I  know  what  you  mean ;  I  could  not  tell  exactly  how  many  people  or  how 
many  voters  there  were  there ;  but  then  they  are  right  strong ;  I  have  no  idea  how 
many. 

Question.  How  many  votes  were  polled  on  both  sides  at  that  election  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  after  I  was  shot  I  came  down  here. 

Question.  Were  you  not  the  superintendent  of  that  election  in  1870  T 

Answer.  I  was  not  able  to  be  there ;  I  do  not  know  how  many  voters  there  were. 

Question.  You  did  not  superintend  the  election  on  account  of  the  injuries  inflicted 
upon  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

(^estion.  You  do  not  know  the  population  of  Gwinnett  County  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  how  many  colored  people  there  are  in  it  ? 

Ansxeer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  how  many  white  people  there  are  in  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  how  many  votes  were  polled  by  each  class  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  superintendents  of  election  were  there  in  the  county  :  one  for 
.each  district? 

Answer.  There  are  three  for  each  district.  This  says,  "  You  are  confirmed  as  a  mana- 
ger to  hold  the  election  at  the  precinct  established  at  Norcross." 

Qv£stion.  Were  there  any  other  managers  at  that  precinct  ?         ^^  j 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  j^^-^^^^  ^  CjOOQ IC 

Questum.  How  many  ?  "^  '  O 

Anstcrr.  Two. 
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^Mesd'on.  Who  were  they  f 

Angwer.  One  was  Mr.  Boyce,  and  I  do  not  recollect  now  who  the  other  one  was. 

Question.  Wore  either  of  those  others  colored  men  f 

Anstcer,  I  was  the  only  colored  man  among  them. 

Question,  Wore  the  other  men  of  the  same  politics  as  yourself  f 

Answer,  Meshach  Boyce  was. 

Question,  You  say  that  this  man  Hiram  Wilson  was  a  pretty  low  felloW|  and  given  to 
drinking  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  had  assailed  you  in  1868  at  the  governor's  election  ? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  came  to  your  house  and  attacked  you  at  the  time  you  were 
shot? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  exactly  how  many  came  there. 

Question,  How  many  did  vou  see  f 

Answer,  I  saw  two,  and  then  there  were  some  out  of  doors ;  I  had  a  scuffle  inside  of 
the  house,  and  my  wife  ran  out  of  the  house  screaming  and  hollering. 

Question,  You  did  not  see  those  who  were  outside  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  \  , 

Question,  You  merely  supposed  there  were  some  there  f  ' 

Answer.  I  was  satisfied  tnere  were  some  there. 

Question,  You  did  not  see  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  Wilson  and  Edmunds  disguised  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questian,  How? 

Answer,  Wilson  had  on  his  wife's  dress.  My  wife  is  well  acquainted  with  them,  and 
she  knew  that  he  had  on  his  wife's  dress,  and  an  oil-Ksloth  patch  over  his  face,  and  his 
fiice  blacked  up.  Edmunds  had  on  a  kind  of  shawl  and  something  over  his  face ;  I  could 
not  tell  exactly  what  it  was. 

Question,  How  did  you  recognize  Wilson  1 

Answer.  By  his  height  and  voice  and  by  his  teeth ;  they  are  all  knocked  out  in  front. 

Question,  You  had  no  difficulty  in  recognizing  him  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  are  certain  it  was  he  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  an  indictment  found  by  the  grand  jury  of  Gwinnett  County  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  indictment  burned  up  in  the  court-house  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  first  time  the  case  came  up  for  trial  there  was  a  continuance  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  He  said  he  had  not  his  witnesses  there. 

Question,  The  second  time  the  case  was  to  come  up  the  court-house  was  destroyed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  indictment  ? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question,  Tnat  is  still  pending  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Wnen  will  it  be  tried  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  as  soon  as  ever  they  get  a  court-house,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Yon  mean  some  place  to  hold  court  in  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  Who  is  the  gentleman  who  prosecutes  cases  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Marler. 

Question,  Who  is  the  judge  ? 

Answer,  I  know  his  name,  but  I  cannot  call  it  to  recollection  now. 

Question,  Are  both  the  solicitor  and  the  judge  appointed  by  Governor  Bullock  ? 

Answer,  I  think  they  are  elected. 

Question.  Do  you  thmk  the  judge  is  elected  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  by  the  civil  authorities,  and  the  solicitor,  too. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  from  inquiry  and  knowledge  upon  this  subject  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  think  they  dre  not  appointed  by  the  governor.  .  I  do  not 
exactly  know  whether  they  are  or  not.  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  they  are  not. 

Question,  Your  case  is  still  pending  m  that  county  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  charge  against  this  man;  Bhootin^.m||^^ii^^i^(t^|^nut 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  That  was  the  offense  he  was  indicted  for  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chatrman  : 
QiUsHon,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  yoa  had  been  before  the  grand  jury  of  the 
Federal  court  here ;  I  was  mistaken  in  that,  was  I  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  24, 1871. 
MARTHA  HENDRICKS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chatrman  ; 

QttesUon.  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  now  live  f 

Answer.  I  will  be  twenty-eight  years  old  next  Mak'ch;  I  was  bom  in  Gwinnett 
County,  but  I  now  live  in  Atlanta. 

Qumtion.  When  were  you  married  t 

Answer.  I  have  been  married  going  on  four  years  since  I  married  my  present  husband. 
I  disremember  what  time  in  the  year  it  was,  but  I  was  married  in  MilledseTiUe. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  live  in  Gwinnett  County  after  you  were  married  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  staid  in  Milledgeville  tiiree  months,  and  then  we  went  to 
Gwinnett  County,  and  my  husband  bought  some  land  there.  We  were  living  there 
until  about  this  time  last  year,  when  he  was  shot. 

Question.  Tell  us  what  you  Imow  about  his  being  shot. 

Answer.  They  came  there  on  Sunday  night.  We  were  in  bed.  They  called  him 
three  times ;  Mr.  Wilson  said,  ''Hendricks,^  three  times.  I  did  not  know  whether  he 
was  awake  or  not.  I  was  awake,  for  my  baby  was  fretting,  and  I  was  attending  to 
my  baby.  I  said, "  Mr.  Hendricks,  somebody  is  calling  you."  He  said, "  Who  is  that  r 
I  said,  "I  don't  know  who  it  is."  They  called  him  again,  and  he  said,  "  Who  is  that  t" 
They  said,  "A  friend:  get  up  and  come  out ;  it  isn't  any  one  who  has  come  to  hurt 
1.^'    Isaid,"Mr.HenMck  '  ....    -  .    .,     ,        . 


you."  I  said,  "Mr.  Uenancks,  you  make  up  a  light  before  you  go  to  the  door  to  any- 
body ;  make  up  a  good  light."  He  made  up  a  light,  and  as  soon  as  he  made  a  light 
Sam  Edmunds  bursted  the  door  down,  and  came  right  in.  He  walked  right  across 
the  floor,  and  then  came  back.  At  that  time  I  had  got  out  of  bed,  with  my  baby  in 
my  arms.  Mr.  Edmunds  took  me  by  the  right  arm,  and  held  me,  and  told  my  husband 
that  if  he  moved  he  would  shoot  his  danmed  head  off.  Mr.  Wilson  came  in  and  took 
an  ax  there  was  there  and  threw  it  out  of  doors,  and  then  came  back  and  said,  ^Hen- 
dricks, where  is  the  money  you  have  drawn!"  He  said,  "I  haven't  drawn  any 
money."  Mr.  Wilson  said,  "You  are  a  damned  liar."  My  husband  said,  "I  haven't 
any  money;  I  spent  all  I  had  in  provisions  Saturday  night."  He  said,  " I  am  going  to 
hang  you ;  my  business  to-night  is  to  break  your  damn^  neck."  Mr.  Wilson  had  me 
by  the  neck,  and  Edmunds  oy  the  arm.  He  let  me  loose.  As  I  went  around  one 
«hoved  the  door  to.  My  little  girl  lumped  out  of  bed  and  said,  "  Ma,  who  is  it  t "  Mr. 
Wilson  turned  around,  and  as  he  did  so  his  bonnet  fell  off  his  head.  Mr.  Wilson  had 
on  his  wife's  dress.  J  knew  him,  and  called  him  by  his  name.  I  said  to  my  husband, 
"  Charley,  Wilson  has  thrown  your  ax  out  of  doors,  and  you  have  nothing  to  defend 
yourself  with."  I  knew  Wilson  and  Edmunds  both.  Wilson  first  tried  to  change  his 
voice,  and  then  came  right  out.  I  ran  out  of  doors  to  go  to  my  father's,  who  lived  a 
half  a  mile  from  there.  When  my  litttle  girl  came  out  behind  me  she  said,  "Ma,  I  see 
another  man  come  out  there."  When  I  got  down  to  my  Cither's  I  said  to  Mrs.  Grogan, 
"Where  is  Mr.  Grogan  t"  She  said,  "I  don't  know  where  he  is;  what  do  you  want 
with  him  t"  I  said,  "I  want  him  to  go  back  with  me :  I  want  to  see  if  Mr.  Wilson  and 
Mr.  Edmunds  have  killed  Charley."  She  said, "  I  don't  know  where  he  is."  My  father 
said,  "You  stay  here,  and  I  will  go  and  get  Mr.  Fields  and  Mr.  Kemp  to  go  up  there 
and  see  whether  they  have  killed  him  or  not."  At  that  time  I  heard  four  pistols  fired, 
and  he  said,  "I  expect  he  is  killed."  I  said,  "I  am  afraid  to  stay  in  the  house,  and  I 
will  go  up  to  Mrs.  Grogan's  and  stay."  I  went  up  there  and  sat  down  by  the  fire. 
Mrs.  Grogan  said,  "You  have  come  down  here  and  scared  us  nearly  all  to  death;  go 
down  to  your  father's."  I  said,  "  He  has  locked  the  door,  and  I  know  I  cannot  get  in." 
She  said,  "Go  on  and  see."  I  went  on,  but  I  could  not  get  in.  I  came  back  and  said, 
"Mrs.  Grogan,  it  is  cold ;  please  let  me  come  in  and  sit  down  by  the  fire  until  father  gets 
back."  She  said  to  a  little  boy,  "  Get  up,  Charley,  and  let  her  in."  She  said  to  me, 
"Who  do  you  think  it  was  that  shot  Hendricks t''  I  said,  "I  have  no  right  to  think 
anything  about  it ;  it  was  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Edmunds."  She  said,  "You  think  it  is 
Edmunds  t "  I  said, "  I  will  swear  to  it."  At  that  time  her  little  grandson  said,  "Aunt 
Martha,  uncle  Hiram  (that  is  Mr.  Wilson's  name)  and  Mr.  Edmunds  were  Sip  here 
to-night,  an  hour  and  a  half  ago,  and  called  papa  out,  and  he  went  off  with  them." 
The  child  did  not  more  than  get  through  telling  when  Mr.  Grogan  came  up  on  the 
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piazza.  Mrs.  Grogau  ran  out  there  and  whis])ered  something  to  him,  and  he  then  c%une 
m.  Mrs.  Grogan  says,  **  Martha  has  scared  us  to  death  to-night."  He  said,  "Howt" 
She  said,  "  She  came  in  here  and  said  that  some  men  had  gone  up  there  and  killed 
Hendricks."  He  said,  "  Hendricks  is  not  kiUed ;  he  got  away  from  them."  Now,  how 
shonld  he  know  that  if  he  was  not  there  f  Mrs.  Grogan  tried  to  make  the  child  hush, 
but  he  said  three  times  that  his  pa  went  off  with  them.  We  all  went  back  there,  but 
could  not  find  my  husband.  I  came  back  down  to  my  father's  and  staid  that  night. 
The  next  morning  we  tried  to  find  him,  but  could  not  find  him.  There  was  a  traveler 
who  staid  all  ni^ht  with  Mrs.  Grogan.  He  said  to  me,  "Aunty,  have  you  found  your 
hoebandf"  I  said,  "No;  we  cannot  find  him."  He  said,  "I  could  have  been  in  the 
fuss  last  night,  if  I  would ;  but  I  don't  interfere  with  anybody  that  does  npt  trouble 
me."  In  about  a  half  an  hour  Mr.  Grogan  sent  me  word  that  Charley  was  at  Norcross, 
badly  wounded.  I  went  right  on  there;  it  was  12  o'clock  when  I  got  down  there. 
His  boss  told  me  that  he  Was  goin^  to  send  Charley  to  Atlanta,  where  he  could  have 
protection.  He  got  ^im  on  the  tram,  and  sent  him  to  Atlanta  Monday  evening.  Mr. 
Profit  attended  him  about  two  months  before  he  was  able  to  walk  about  or  do  any- 
thing. 

Question,  How  far  did  you  live  from  Norcross  ? 

Answer,  About  two  miles  and  a  half. 

Question.  How  far  from  Mrs.  Grogan's  ? 

Answer,  She  lived  about  a  half  a  mile  from  where  my  husband  had,  bought  him  some 
land. 

Question.  Did  your  husband's  land  join  the  land  owned  by  Mr.  Grogan  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  ran  right  down  there. 

Question,  Had  there  been  any  difficulty  in  any  way  between  your  husband  and  Mr. 
Grogan  f 

Answer,  None  at  all.  Year  before  last,  I  think,  when  there  was  an  election,  my  hus- 
band went  up  to  vote,  and  this  same  Mr.  Wilson  tried  to  kill  him ;  he  stepped  up  ta 
-  him  and  cut  through  his  coat  and  shirt. 

Question,  Had  Mr.  Grogan  ever  had  any  difficulty  with  your  husband  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  never  had  any  fuss  that  I  know  of  with  Mr.  Grogan. 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Grogan  of  the  same  kind  of  politics  with  your  husband? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  When  you  went  to  Mrs.  Grogan's  why  did  she  not  want  you  to  go  into  the 
house  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  What  reason  did  she  give  f 

Answer,  She  said  she  was  sleepy  and  wanted  to  go  to  sleep ;  that  was  all. 

Question,  Where  was  your  little  baby  all  this  while  f 

Answer,  I  had  it  in  my  arms. 

Question,  How  old  was  it  t 

Answer,  It  was  going  on  two  years  old  at  that  time :  my  little  girl  was  eleven  years 
old. 

Question,  Had  you  any  other  children  t 

Answer,  I  had  one  more,  a  little  boy  eight  years  old :  but  he  did  not  live  with  me. 

Question,  You  had  none  younger  than  the  one  you  then  had  in  your  arms  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  , 

Question,  How  many  persons  did  you  see  there  that  night  f 

Ansu>er.  I  did  not  see  any  one  but  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Edmunds ;  my  little  girl  said 
that  she  saw  a  man,  as  she  came  out  of  the  door,  dart  behind  the  house :  I  was  so  ex- 
cited that  I  did  not  do  anything  when  I  got  out  of  doors  but  to  run  and  scream  until  I 
got  to  my  father's ;  I  met  Mr.  Wilson  the  next  morning  and  told  him  that  he  had  done 
it,  and  he  did  not  deni^  it ;  he  says  now  that  if  my  husband  ever  comes  back  into  that 
settlement  again  he  will  km  him. 

Question.  What  has  he,  or  any  of  them,  against  your  husband  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  My  husband  was  appointed  by  Governor  Bullock  as  one  of 
the  managers  of  election ;  my  father  has  told  me  since  this  occurred  that  he  heard  sev- 
eral of  them  9ay  that  no  negro  should  be  a  manager  of  eleolion  up  there;  that  they 
Tvould  kiU  him  first ;  that  is  aU  I  know  they  had  against  him,  and  I  did  not  know  that 
until  after  he  was  shot. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question,  Who  said  that  f 
Answer.  Mr.  Wilson  for  one. 
Question.  The  one  who  hurt  your  husband  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  is  now  under  indictment  for  this  offense  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  :  Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 

Question.  Did  any  others  say  it  besides  ^Ir.  Wilson  t  , 
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Answer.  When  my  bnsband  was  so  sick  in  the  summer  they  had  it  reported  up  there 
that  he  was  dead;  Mr.  Grogan  said  it  was  a  fine  thing  he  was  dead ;  that  if  he  was  to 
go  up  there  he  coul^  not  live  long. 

Queatwn.  Did  you  hear  him  say  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  brother-in-law  heard  him  say  it ;  I  never  have  spoken  to  liiin 
since  he  had  that  affray. 


Atlanta,  Geobgia,  October  24, 1871. 

JAMES  ATKINS  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairmak  :  This  witness  having  been  called  at  yonr  instaiy;e,  ^Ir.  Bayard,  you 
will  please  b^in  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Bayabd  : 

Question.  I  have  asked  that  yon  should  be  summoned  here,  understanding  that  you 
are  a  United  States  officer. 

Answer.  I  am  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  fourth  district  in  this  State,  and 
have  been  since  September,  1865. 

Qnesiion.  Are  you  a  native  of  Georgia? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  bom  about  forty  miles  from  this  place,  in  Henry  County. 

QwstUm.  Our  object  is  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  your  people  here  so  far  as  relates 
to  their  x>eace  and  good  order.  I  therefore  will  ask  you  what  is  the  condition  of  the 
society  of  Georgia,  so  £eu:  as  the  same  is  known  to  you,  for  good  order  and  security  for 
person  and  property  under  the  laws. 

Answer.  WeU,  that  is  a  pretty  broad  sort  of  a  question. 
'  QvLestion.  I  do  not  know  how  to  introduce  the  subject  differently. 

Answer.  Generally,  our ,  community  here  is  pret^  peaceable,  but  there  are  a  great 
many  outrages  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  as  reported  to  me.  I  have  never  wit- 
iiessed  any  outrage,  except  here  in  the  city  ;  I  have  witnessed  fights,  such  as  willoccnr 
in  any  place.  I  was  myself  an  eye-witness  to  one  or  two  homicides  that  took  place 
where  the  parties  were  afterwards  tried  and  acquitted. 

Question.  Have  the  offenses  to  which  you  have  referred  as  having  been  committed 
here  differed  in  their  character  fix>m  ordinary  offenses  of  that  kind  in  cities,  from 
ordinary  breaches  of  the  peace  t 

Answer.  I  presume  not.  I  suppose  you  have  reference  to  whether  there  was  any 
combination  of  men ;  tiiere  was  nothing  of  that  sort. 

Question.  There  were  personal  collisions  between  individuals  ? 

Answer,  Entirely  so^  growing  out  of  quarrels  that  I  knew  nothing  about. 

Question.  You  lived  m  Georgia  before  tne  war  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  now,  in  your  opinion,  any  more  breaches  of  the  peace  tlum  there 
were  before  the  war  t 

Answer.  I  think  there  are  considerable  more,  from  public  report,  and  from  information 
that  is  brought  to  me,  that  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt.  We  were  a  very  peaceable  com- 
munity before  the  war ;  we  hardly  ever  had  any  difficulty  except  at  public  gatherings, 
when  men  would  occasionally  get  into  a  fight.  But  there  is  now  a  general  state  of 
lawlessness  here  that  is  considerably  in  advance  of  anything  we  knew  before  the  war. 

Question.  Is  not  that  natural  to  the  condition  of  a  people  coming  out  of  such  a  war  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  very  likely. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that,  in  the  community  where  you  reside,  there  is  equaUty 
of  justice  in  your  courts  of  law  t 

Anstver.  Well,  that  is  a  pretty  hard  question  for  me  to  answer.  I  think  our  judges 
administer  the  law  as  justly  as  it  is  possible  to  be  done.  I  think  our  juries  are  proba- 
bly influenced  more  by  the  feeling  that  have  grown  out  of  the  war  than  they  used  to 
be.  I  think  those  feelings  enter  into  almost  everything  that  is  done  and  said  in  our 
community.  I  think  they  look  at  everything  very  much  in  the  light  of  their  preju- 
dices and  the  feelings  growing  out  of  the  war.  Their  fefelings  towards  the  negro  are 
unquestionably  changed  from  what  they  were  in  former  times.  The  feeling  of  the  oW 
master  towards  his  slave  was  very  different  from  that  which  he  now  ha^  toward  the 
freedman. 

Question.  There  is  an  absence  of  that  sense  of  protection  that  existed  under  the  oW 
system  f 

Answer.  I  think  so,  to  a  very  great  extent.    I  would  express  my  idea  about  in  tbU 

way :  neither  knows  exactly  how  to  do,  or  to  act  towards  the  other ;  they  have  not 

adjusted  themselves  to  their  new  relations.    The  white  man  feels  a  little  unkind  towacds 

•^he  negro,  and  inclined  to  think  that  the  negro  is  a  little  ready  to  steal  and  rob;  at  the 

ame  time  the  negro  has  something  of  a  corresponding  feeling  towards  the  white  mso* 
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That,  I  think,  is  natural  hetween  the  two,*  and  its  influence  operates  very  largely  upon 
oar  juries  in  the  cases  of  trials  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks.  It  operates  in  onr 
church  relations,  our  social  relations,  in  fact,  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Question.  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  the  northern  States  of  this  country  the  differenco 
of  opinion  in  respect  to  the  war  has  broken  up  society  a  great  deal  there  ? 

Atwicer.  I  have  spent  some  time  in  the  North  and  have  seen  that  to  some  extent.  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  a  war,  especially  a  war  between  sections  and  pedpjes  like  ours, 
calls  forth  the  deepest  feelings  of  the  human  heart ;  and  wherever  men  differ  upon  that 
subject  they  are  apt  to  get  along  badly  and  feel  unkindly  towards  each  other.  In  fact, 
I  do  not  know  of  a  single  instance  of  a  feeling  of  warm  friendship  existing  between  those 
of  different  politics.  I  see  that  some  of  the  best  friends  I  used  to  have  now  differ  with 
me,  and  we  do  not  associate  much  with  each  other :  we  live  more  upon  our  past  friend- 
sbip.  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  disguise  the  fact  that  there  is  a  feeling  here  akin 
to  the  feeling  men  entertain  when  they  are  in  hostility  one  to  another.  They  feel  that 
the  cause  is  not  yet  forgotten,  and  every  one  arrayed  on  the  one  side  feels  a  correspond- 
ing hostility  to  those  on  the  other  side.  ■ « 
Question,  Do  you  think  that  the  feeling  is  nmtual  t 

Answer,  To  a  large  extent,  I  think,  it  is.  Probably,  I  might  add,  that  there  is  a  feel- 
iug  of  distrust  on  both  sides  to  a  very  large  extent,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  and 
I  have  had  a  pretty  considerable  opportunity  for  observation,  in  this  community  at 
least. 

Question,  You  said  that  the  new  relations  of  these  parties  haVe  not  yet  adjusted 
themselves.  Do  you  believe  that  a  basis  of  adjustment  is  gradually  being  arrived  at 
and  that  matters  are  improving  ? 

Anstcer.  I  think  so,  and  I  hope  so ;  but  it  is  slowly,  very  slowly.  Since  1865  I  have 
watched  with  painful  interest,  but  the  progress  is  exceedingly  slow,  though  progress 
has  been  made  unquestionably.  You  can  see  that  from  the  news]»apers  that  we  have 
here,  and  from  the  remarks  of  our  public  men.  And  the  talk  which  I  hear  from  time 
to  time  between  private  individuals,  indicates  to  my  mind  that  men  are  progressing 
in  this  matter. 

Queation.  They  are  moving  in  the  direction  of  an  amicable  adjustment  of  their  differ- 
ences ? 

Amicer.  Yos,  sir.  To  illustrate  what  I  mean  I  will  give  this  example :  In  1865,  when 
our  lecislatnre  met,  called  here  the  "  Johnson  legislature,"  there  was  a  constitutional 
amenaiuebt  before  it,  and  I  urged  my  friends  to  take  that  amendment  as  the  best 
means  of  settling  the  difficulty,  and  that  was  the  general  republican  view  of  the  ques- 
tion. It  is  probably  not  more  than  right  that  I  should  state  that  my  politics  are  those 
of  the  r^ublican  party.  The  course  I  advised  was  not  adopted,  but  since  then  the 
men  who  then  argued  against  it  have  said  that  they  ought  to  liave  adopted  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  To  which  amendment  do  you  refer  f 
Ansicer,  To  the  one  submitted  to  the  first  legislature  after  the  war. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question,  To  what  is  known  as  the  thirteenth  amendment  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  not  adopt  that  amendment  T 

Answer,  They  did,  but  under  duress,  so  to  speak.  If  they  did  not  refuse  at  first  to 
adopt  it,  all  the  indications  were  strong  that  they  would  refuse  to  do  so ;  in  fact  there 
was  no  doubt  that  they  wquld  refuse  to  pass  the  thirteenth  amendment.  Biit  causes 
transpired  that  required  them  to  adopt  it,  or  they  did  adopt  it,  but  they  did  so  under  pro- 
test, and  were  opposed  to  it  all  the  time.  As  I  remember,  the  thirteenth  amendment 
gives  freedom  to  the  negroes.  Thay  thought  then  and  argued  that  if  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  were  of  the  mind  to  deprive  them  oitheir  property  in  slaves,  well 
and  gt)od,  they  could  do  so,  but  it  did  not  become  them  to  meet  them  half-way  unless 
they  were  gompelled  to :  that  was  the  argument  they  then  made.  But  now  some  of 
them  say  that  the  amendment  ought  to  have  been  adopted  willingly.  Then  there  is 
another  advance  in  the  progress  of  things.  For  instance,  the  negroes  ride  on  the  street- 
cars here  without  attracting  any  particular  attention  ;  I  do  not  think  that  would  have 
been  tolerated  at  all  in  1865  or  1866;  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  in  1868,  even. 
Now,  intercourse  with  them  generally  is  more  upon  the  common  level  of  man  with 
man  than  it  was  formerly. 

Question.  You  think  that  the  passions  which  were  generated  by  the  war  are  gradu- 
ally subsiding  t 

Answer,  I  think  so ;  but  I  confess  they  are  not  doing  so  as  rapidly  as  I  would  like  tc 
see  them.  But  I  think  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep  the  passions  of  men  up  to  that 
pitch  where  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  war ;  I  do  not  think  human  nature  is  capable 
of  it,  notwithstanding  all  the  contests  of  party  and  politics  through  which  the  coun- 
try has  passed. 
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Question.  Has  not  the  material  piiwperity  of  your  State  been  very  wonderfully  de- 
veloped within  the  last  few  years;  take  this  town  for  instance t 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir ;  take  this  town,  and  I  would  sny  that  it  has,  but  in  the  conntry 
generally  I  do  not  think  it  has.  I  think  that  in  1^560  the  prices  of  land  were  higher 
than  ever  since,  but  the  productions  of  the  country  are  gradually  increasing ;  growing 
better  every  year.  I  think  farms  are  better  cultivated  now  than  they  were  immedi- 
ately after  the  war.  You  must  remember  that  everything  was  in  a  very  sad  state  of 
derangement  immediately  after  the  war.  It  was  th«u  a  rare  thing  to  see  a  wagon  come  * 
into  this  town  drawn  by  a  hoi*se  or  a  mule,  unless  by  a  very  inferior  specimen  of  those 
animals ;  they  used  calves,  and  bullocks,  and  heifers ;  that  was  the  condition  of  things 
around  here  lor  forty  miles.  In  place  of  that,  wo  now  import  a  large  number  of  mules, 
and  we  make  good  crops  of  com  and  cotton.  I  cannot  say  that  there  has  been  a  de- 
velopment; we  have  attained  somewhat  of  our  former  standard  in  our  grain  and  cotton 
crops. 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  that  you  have  recovered  somewhat  from  the  effects  of  the 
war,  but  have  not  come  up  to  your  condition  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Not  altogether ;  we  do  not  raise  as  much,  I  think.  Our  cotton  crop  is 
smaller,  but  that  might  be  accounted  for  in  a  great  many  ways  besides  the  derange- 
ment of  our  industriS  interests.  For  instance,  before  the  war,  a  negro  woman  counted 
about  as  good  as  a  man  as  a  hoe  hand  in  tho  cultivation  of  cotton,  and  as  two-thirds 
of  a  man  after  the  hoeing  was  over.  That  may  account  for  the  felling  off  of  the  cotton 
crop,  as  the  negro  women  do  not  now  engage  so  much  in  its  cultivation  as  they  did 
before  tho  war.  But  the  grain  crop  is  short,  and  tho  fnrins  arc  not  in  as  good  condition 
as  they  were  formerly.  The  great  diflSculty  is  to  find  hands  that  are  willing  to  do  any- 
thing more  than  to  cultivate  the  soil ;  they  are  not  willing  to  keep  up  tho  fences  and 
to  keep  the  farms  in  order.  Tho  white  men  do  not  do  it  themselves,  and  they  complain 
that  there  are  no  laborers  who  will  now  work  as  they  did  before  the  war. 

Question^  They  will  not  work  as  efiSciently  now  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Is  there  not  a  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  white  people  of  your 
State  to  bend  their  energies  to  the  improvement  of  tneir  State  T 

Answer,  I  think  so,  as  a  general  thing.  There  is  a  large  class  of  worthless  men  here, 
as  I  suppose  there  are  in  every  community.  There  is  this  defect :  men  cling  too  much 
to  the  old  idea  of  large  farms,  and  to  the  employment  of  a  large  number  of  iaborers, 
instead  of  encouraging  the  laboring  class  to  become  themselves  land-owners.  I  think 
they  stand  in  their  own  light,  and  that  the  development  of  the  country  is  thereby 
retarded.  I  think  that  feeling  ^ows  very  much  out  of  opposition  to  the  negroes. 
They  want  them  to  be  and  remain  laborers  to  a  very  large  extopt.  ^ly  father  was  a 
slave-owner  before  the  war,  and  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  after  tho  war.  •  As  soon 
as  the  war  closed,  or  in  18G5  or  1866,  he  built  a  school-house,  and  employed  a  colored 
man  to  teach.  His  neighbors,  as  respectable  men  as  I  know,  burned  the  school-house, 
so  that  he  had  to  abandon  the  project  of  having  colored  schools.  The  iiroof  was  very 
conclusive,  to  my  mind,  as  to  who  burned  it.  They  were  men  whom  I  ha<l  been  taught 
frotn  my  infancy  to  have  as  high  respect  for  as  any  men  I  know ;  some  of  them  were 
<dd  men.  I  advised  my  father  to  make  no  difficulty  about  it,  though  I  was  satisfied  it 
was  done  by  our  neighbors,  whom  I  had  always  estocmed  and  respect4?d. 

Question,  When  was  that  T 

Answer,  It  was  in  1865  or  1866 ;  I  know  it  was  not  later  tliiin  1^56,  because  my  father 
died  in  the  latter  part  of  that  year.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  in  the  fall  of  1865, 
or  the  winter  of  1865-^66.  I  have  known  a  great  many  cases  ^of  that  sort  j  wherever 
men  were  disposed  to  encourage  negroes  to  educate  themselves,  or  anything  of  that 
sort,  why,  it  was  not  thought  to  be  quite  prudent.  In  fact,  I  have  carried  on  the  farm 
myself  to  a  considerable  disadvantage.  I  apprehended  that  it  was  not  a  good  thing  to 
establish  negro  schools  there  under  present  circumstances,  and  my  first  plan  was  to 
put  the  negroes  upon  the  farm,  and  to  advise  with*them,  and  to  run  tlie  farm  in  that 
way.  Upon  conversing  with  men  of  experience  and  observation  in  whom  I  had  con- 
fidence, I  thought  that  plan  was  not  well,  so  J  employed  a  white  man  to  take  charge  of 
them.  I  do  not  think  that  feeling  is  now  as  rife  as  it  was,  though.  I  caifnot  say  that 
the  negroes  are  quite  so  keen  for  education  as  they  were.  The  discouragements  they 
have  met  with  have  caused  them,  to  some  extent,  to  abandon  the  idea  of  getting  an 
education.  In  justice  I  would  say,  that  in  that  very  neighborhood  where  this  school- 
house  was  burnt,  a  negro  has  since  been  engaged  in  teaching  school  there. 

Question,  That  is  an  evidence  of  the  better  leeling  you  speak  about  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  1  hear  a  great  many  reports  such  as  you  and  I  and  other  gcutlemeu 
can  find  in  tho  newspapers,  and  some  of  them  I  believe  to  bo  true.  I  have  i\  memo- 
randum hero  of  a  report  from  one  of  my  deputies.  I  have  forty-six  counties  in  my 
district,  in  tho  northern  part  of  this  State ;  there  may  be  one  or  two  more  counties 
which  were  made  by  tho  last  legislature ;  the  original  district  comprised  forty-«ix 
counties.    One  of  my  deputies  reported  to  me  that  this  state  of  facts  was  reported  to 

im  while  he  was  on  the  ground  in  the  county  of  Chattooga,  five  miles  from  Tryon 
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Factorj',  aud  six  miles  from  Summerville,  the  county  seat :  A  baud  of  meu,  supposed 
to  number  about  fifty,  from  the  appearance  of  them,  visited  the  house  of  one  Amos  S. 
Alexander,  of  Chattoof:fa  County,  and  took  some  liquors  he  had  on  hand,  and  drank 
freely  of  them  ;  they  abused  nobody  there :  he  was  absent  from  home,  but  his  brother, 
Jackson  Alexander,  was  there.  Jackson  Alexander  states  that  two  weeks  before  that 
time,  (that  is,  two  weeks  before  the  29th  of  September  last,)  they  visited  his  house 
•  and  shot  through  his  door.  Both  of  the  Alexanders,  and  a  man  of  the  name  of  Foster, 
say  that  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  a  man  in  that  county,  by  the  name  of  Bobb, 
was  visited  and  severely  whipped,  aud  was  then  told  that  if  he  undertook  to  prosecute 
them  he  would,  never  live  to  carry  the  prosecution  through.  This  report  was  made  to 
me  as  such  reports  are  frequently  made.  I  made  a  nole  of  it  as  being  a  matter  that 
might  be  of  consequence. 

Question,  In  collecting  the  United  States  internal  revenue,  was  your  chief  difficulty, 
if  you  had  any,  in  collecting  the  tax  upon  distilled  spirits  f 

Ansiper.  Yes,  sir :  well,  I  do  not  kuow  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  col- 
lecting the  tax  so  lar  as  that  is  concerned.  There  are  a  great  many  illicit  distilleries 
which  I  cannot  find,  and  the  difficulty  is  in  finding  the  spirits,  not  so  much  in  collect- 
ing the  tax. 

Question.  The  difficulty  arises  from  the  number  of  those  distilling  without  a  license  T 

Atmrer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  distill  upon  the  sly,  and  hide  out. 

Question.  Were  those  cases  in  Chattooga  County,  of  which  you  have  made  mention, 
in  a  region  where  that  sort  of  thing^oes  onf 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  much  so.  That  is  in  a  better  part  of  the  community.  Those 
parties  alleged  that  they  were  visited  because  they  had  furnished  some  evidence  to 
some  men  I  had  sent  out  there,  showing  where  there  were  illicit  distilleries.  I  sent 
out  two  men  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  up  distilleries.  They  were  called  inspectors 
then,  but  they  were  reaUy  detectives.  Passing  through  there,  these  men  gave  valuable 
information  of  the  whereabouts  of  distillers,  and  who  they  were.  The  parties  who 
visited  these  men  stated  that  that  was  their  reason  for  doing  so. 

Question.  The^  retaliated  upon  them  in  that  way  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  so  far  as  the  collection  of  the  United 
States  revenue  is  concerned,  you  have  no  more  trouble  than  there  is  in  other  districts  t 

Answer.  When  the  tax  is  assessed,  poverty  constitutes  the  principal  difficulty  I  meet 
with  in  collecting  it.  I  have  really  had  no  difficulty  with  any  of  my  officers,  except 
in  one  instance,  and  that  was  in  regard  to  an  illicit  distillery.  One  of  my  deputies  got 
into  a  difficulty  with  a  man  in  the  upi)er  part  of  the  county,  and  killed*  him.  He  at- 
tempted to  arrest  him,  and  the  man  resisted,  and  it  resulted  in  his  killing  the  man. 

Question.  Where  was  that,  and  when  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  the  date  precisely,  but  I  think  it  was  about  two  years  ago. 
The  name  of  the  deputy  was  W.  B.  Whit  more,  who  was  afterward  tried  in  the  State 
court  and  acquitte<l.  There  was  nothing  remarkable  in  that'.  It  was  one  of  those 
things  that  might  happen  at  any  time,  where  an  officer  attempted  to  discharge  his 
duty,  and  thereby  got  into  a  difficulty. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  that  one  case  is  the  only  one  in  which  resist- 
ance has  been  offered  to  your  officers  ? 

Answer.  The  only  case  of  direct  resistance.  I  will  also  state  that  in  Cherokee  County 
a  man  who  gave  valuable  information  to  one  of  my  deputies  had  his  house  burned. 

Question.  Was  that  connected  with  the  matter  of  illicit  distilling  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  it  was  in  a  community  where  a  great  many  were  engaged  in  distilling. 
I  think  the  burning  was  done  by  distillers  whose  distilleries  had  been  broken  up 
through  the  information  given  by  the  man. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  of  any  opposition  in  this  State  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  f  I  do  not  mean  of  individuals,  but  an  organized  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  processes  of  the  courts  can  be  efficiently  and  safely  exe 
cuted  throughout  this  State  f 

Answer.  1  think  that  in  most  cases  they  can.  I  have  very  strong  convictions  on  the 
snbject  of  an  organization  that  would  on  some  grounds  resist  the  law.  I  think  the 
evidence  is  conclusive  to  my  mind  of  the  existence  of  an  organization  for  some  pur- 
pose here,  as  conclusive  as  it  is  that  the  city  of  Chicago  was  burned  some  time  ago. 

Question.  State  your  knowledge  upon  that  subject. 

Ansv)€r.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it.  I  live  in  this  city,  and  do  business 
here,  and  of  course  have  not  been  out  a  great  deal,  but  I  hear  frequent  reports  of  law- 
less acts  committed  in  different  parts  of  the  State.  For  instance,  one  was  brought  to 
me  to-day,  and  is  a  fair  example,  the  case  of  Bobbins,  in  Jackson  County.  Quite  a 
number  of  cases  of  that  sort  have  been  brought  to  my  knowledge  from  different  parts 
of  the  State.  They  agree  so  much  in  their  general  character  as  to  satisfy  me  that 
there  must  be  a  combination  for  political  purposes.    It  may  be  a  combination  barr' 
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for  wantonness  and  lawlessness,  but  n^y  opinion  is  that  there  is  a  Kn-Klox  organiza-  , 
tion  in  this  State,  as  it  is  popularly  known.    I  am  led  to  that  conelasion  from  the  char- 
acter of  the  victims  attacked,  probably,  more  than  from  any  other  circumstance.     For 
instance,  the  case  of  old  man  Ashburn,  in  Columbus 

Question.  That  was  in  1865 1 

Anaxoer,  No.  sir,  it  was  in  1868.  Then  there  was  the  case  of  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Ayer ;  then  the  case  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Adkins,  in  Warren  County,  who  was  a 
senator  in  the  State  legislature ;  then  there  was  a  negro  kiUed  in  Southwestern  Georgia, 
I  cannot  call  his  name  now,  but  he  was  a  well-known  ne^ro  here.  I  might  mention  a 
number  of  cases,  all  of  a  particular  class  so  far  as  politics  is  concerned,  of  men  who 
were  killed.  I  think  it  origii^j^tes  in  the  feeling  which  a  certain  class  of  white  men 
have,  that  if  negroes  are  permitted  to  eiyoy  unintermptedlv  their  right  of  voting— of 
citizenship— it  must  finally  result  in  degrading  that  class  of  white  men.  I  think  it  is 
done  mostly  bv  a  class  of  men  who  feel  that  the  elevation  of  the  negro  most  be  the 
degradation  of  themselves.  I  do  not  think  it  obtains  amonff  the  better  class  of  citi- 
zens, for  a  man  of  good  sense  must  know  that  the  elevation  of  any  one  oannot  degrade 
him  if  he  does  nothing  to  effect  his  own  degradation. 

Question,  Haa  not  that  feeling  been  very  much  aggravated  by  a  set  of  low  x>olitical 
adventurers,  who  have  come  here  to  profit  by  this  enfranchisement  of  the  negro  f 

Answer.  It  is  veiy  likely  that  may  nave  had  something  to  do  with  it,  but  I  am  satis- 
fied it  grows  out  of  a  combination  of  causes.  It  strikes  me  there  is  more  im^rtance 
attached  to  this  matter  of  "  political  adventurers,"  as  they  are  termed,  than  is  really 
due  to  them,  from  the  fact  that  the  carpet-baggers,  as  they  are  commonly  called,  are 
not  so  numerous  as  one  might  suppose.  They  are  very  active,  but  are  not  so  numeroos. 
I  think  we  have  in  our  legislature  only  about  seven  pure,  unadulterated  carpet-baggers. 

Question.  Seven  who  answer  the  description  I  have  given  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  has  become  veiy  much  in  vogue  to  call  any  man  a  carpet-bag- 
ger who  came  here  from  the  North.  Judge  Polk,  who  has  lived  here  for  forty  years,  is 
called  a  carpet-bagger  for  that  reason.  1  could  name  a  dozen  men  who  have  lived  here 
and  have  raised  fwnilies  here,  men  who  were  never  known  as  carpet-baggers  until 
this  feeling  got  up,  and  their  past  history  was  examined  into.  In  that  way  a  great 
deal  of  this  reputation  concerning  carpet-baggers  haa  grown  in  importance. 

Question.  So  far  as  yt)u  know  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  this  State,  I  will  ask,  if  a 
citizen  of  a  northern  State  came  down  here,  and  identified  himself  with  the  interests 
of  the  State,  incorporated  himself  with  the  citizens  of  the  State,  would  his  chances  for 
success  and  happiness  be  equally  good  with  those  of  others  ? 

Answer.  Not  tmless  he  ignored  politics.    I  think  they  might  be  if  he  ignored  politics. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  f 

Answei\  I  mean  if  he  took  no  part  in  politics,  or  if  he  was  on  the  side  of  the  demo- 
cratic party. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  effect  if  he  held  his  own  views  independently  f 

Answer.  Ton  are  aware  that  in  excited  political  times  it  is  very  hard  for  a  man  simply 
to  hold  his  own  views  and  nothing  more.  Be  is  pressed  for  a  statement  of  his  views, 
to  be  outspoken,  and  whenever  he  does  that  they  ban  him,  leave  him  alone ;  there  is 
no  question  about  that ;  I  do  not  think  I  can  be  deceived  upon  that  point.  I  have 
known  men  who  came  here,  and  for  a  while  kept  themselves  quiet,  and  afterward  de- 
clared their  political  sentiments,  and  at  once  the  feeling  toward  them  was  different.  It 
is  not  so  bitter  now  as  before,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  it  now. 

Question,  You  believe  that  feeling  is  ameliorating  as  the  causes  of  excitement  disap- 
peart 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  b6  ashamed  to  own  our  x>eople  as  fellow-conntijmen  if  I 
oould  believe  otherwise.  I  am  a  sonthem  man  bom,  but  my  wife  is  a  lady  of  northern 
birth,  and  I  have  had  some  opportunity  of  observing  the  effect  of  these  things.  During 
the  campaign  I  requested  her  to  visit  the  houses  of  none  but  those  who  visited  her.  1 
found  that  during  the  high  political  excitement  she  had  no  visitors.  Since  then  people 
visit  her,  and  seem^  in  a  great  measure,  to  have  forgotten  the  asperities  that  grew  oat 
of  the  contest.  It  is  due  to  md  to  say  that  I  was  a  candidate  for  office,  and  I  was,  per- 
haps, in  a  position  that  might  have  repelled  others  who  would  have  visited  me  under 
different  circumstances. 

Question,  Did  you  canvass  your  district  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  express  your  sentiments  with  the  same  openness  that  you  express 
them  now  f  i 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  Did  yon,  as  candidates  generally  do,  assail  the  measures  of  your  opponeata! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do^ot  claim  any  particular  virtues  on  that  account ;  I  gave  them 
the  best  I  could. 

Question,  Were  yon  assailed  in  any  way ;  I  do  not  mean  by  papers  or  in  argomeot, 
but  did  you  meet  with  any  personal  iigury  or  interference  t 

Answer.  None  whatever,  except  in  a  single  instance,  and  that  I  attributed  to  'tb« 
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cLmBkenness  of  the  crowd  who  disturbed  me  when  speaking  on  one  occasion.    On  thai 
occasion  force  was  met  by  force. 
QuesUon.  It  was  a  political  row  f 
-5  usurer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yon  not  consider  that  a  man  here,  either  a  candidate  or  not  a  candidate 
for  office,  can  canvass  the  State  freely  during  an  election  and  express  his  opinions  openly 
^without  aoy  personal  danger  f 

Answer,  I  think  a  man  witli  a  certain  amount  of  prominence  and  a  certain  amount  of 
dig:nity  can  do  it.  But  I  am  satisfied  that  a  negro,  or  a  white  man  who  is  very  active 
and  talks  with  negroes  on  the  subject  of  politics,  would  not  be  entirely  safe.  A  negro, 
( I  remember  hip  name  now,)  a  Mr.  Walker,  a  man  of  fair  intelligence,  and  of  fair  prin- 
ciples, a  zealous  politician,  went  to  southwestern  Georgia  to  talk  with  the  negroes 
tbere.  He  went  to  see  them  on  their  plantations,  as  men  will  do  when  they  are  can- 
vassing, for  the  purpose  of  instructing  them  and  talking  with  them.  The  result  was 
tbat  he  was  killed.  \ 

QueetUm,  When  you  say  "he  visited  them  on  their  plantations,"  you  mean  on  the 
plantations  where  they  were  employed  t 

Anmoer,  Certainly.  I  think  that  a  man  of  character  and  prominence,  who  had  a  great 
many  determined  mends,  friends  who  would  hunt  down  those  who  did  him  violence  or 
injnry,  I  think  they  would  hesitate  long  before  they  would  kill  such  a  man. 

Question,  Would  you  yourself  hesitate  at  any  time  to  embark  in  a  political  canvass 
and  express  your  opinions  freely  t 

Answer,  I  have  been  almost  all  over  the  State. 
Question.  And  you  have  met  with  no  injury  to  yourself? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  but  I  have  been  told  of  other  men  who  have  met  with  diflSculty.  I 
canvassed  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  I  canvassed  every  county  in  the  seventh 
congressional  district,  which  extends  from  here  to  the  Tennessee  line. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge,  in  regard  to  the  prosecution  of  offenses  in  your 
courts  of  law,  as  to  whether  men  can  obtain  justice, ordinarily  in  your  courts  f 

Anstcer,  1  do  not  think  that  our  officials  are  delinquent  in  their  duties  at  all ;  I  have 
no  evidence  that  they  arc.  I  think,  however,  that  the  feelings  which  pervade  the  com- 
munity will  iDfluence  a  jury.  When  any  great  movement  agitates  the  public  mind 
the  jurors  partake  of  it,  as  other  men  dof  and  are  influenced  by  it,  more  or  less.  I 
t  hiuK  the  public  mind  is  somewhat  diseased  on  the  subject  of  negro  equality.  I  think, 
if  you  could  be  here  and  observe  it  calmly  and  deliberately,  you,  or  any  other  Senator, 
must  come  to  that  conclusion.    That  feehng,  I.  think,  extends  to  our  juries. 

Question,  There  is  a  feeling  of  antagonism  to  softie  extent ;  the  white  race  do  not 
consider  the  ne^oes  their  equals,  and  do  not  like  the  proposition  to  make  them  so  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 
^  Question.  You  will  not  find  that  feeling  confined  to  Georgia. 
Answer.  1  think  very  likely  that  may  be  the  case. 

Question,  I  will  ask  you  whether,  in  view  of  the  general  condition  of  affairs  here,  as 
you  have  stated  it,  you  consider  that  the  State  of  Georgia  and  her  people  will  werk 
themselves  out  of  their  present  difficulties  and  embarrassments  t 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  fully  understand  even  the  tendency  of  things  in  regard 
to  the  progress  of  a  people  out  of  difficulties  of  this  kind.  My  notion  is  tlmt  any  race 
of  people  that  is  not  entirely  worn  out,  and  has  not  become  effeminate,  will  work 
itself  out  of  all  difficulties.  I  think  our  people  will  do  the  same  thing,  but  it  will  cer- 
tainly take,  at  the  rate  we  are  now  progressing,  a  considerable  time  for  us  to  work 
ourselves  out,  whether  we  ever  do  it  or  not.  As  I  have  considered,  from  reading  of 
similar  contests  in  other  countries,  we  have  a  difficulty  here  which  other  countries 
never  have  had.  No  other  country  has  had  a  contest  of  races  marked  by  color.  What  our 
experience  will  be  in  working  out  of  that  difficulty  I  cannot  telL 
Question.  That  is  an  element  of  great  difficulty  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  of  exceeding  great  difficulty.    We  meet  it  everywhere.    I  confess  I 
meet  it  in  our  own  community,  and  in  our  own  party. 
Question.  You  mean  the  republican  party  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  more  or  less  ot  that  feeling  there.  Men  do  not  feel  entirely 
in  favor  of  the  equality  of  the  negro,  thoagh  they  may  profess  to  do  so ;  they  do  not 
feel  with  the  negro  exactly  as  they  do  with  the  white  man.  I  know  I  have  that  same 
feeling  myself,  and  I  witness  it  on  the  part  of  others.  How  far  that  will  prevent  us 
from  gettiuff  out  of  our  difficulties  I  cannot  telL 
Qu^tion.  It  is  an  element  of  great  difficulty? 

Answer.  It  is ;  and  I  have  thought  of  it  a  great  deal,  because  it  is  ft  practical  difficulty 
which  meets  you  on  every  hand. 

Question.  Is  the  solution  of  this  problem  to  be  benefited  in  any  way  by  coercive  legLs- 
lation  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  cure  the  evils  that  now  exist  in  your 
midst  f 

Answer.  I  will  state  to  you  the  process  through  which  my  mind  went  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau.    At  first  I  was  veiymuch  averse  to  the  Freedmen's 
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Bareau.  I  thought  it  was  a  bad  piece  of  machineryi  and  calculated  to  do  a  great  deal 
of  wrong.  My  feelings  and  political  convictions  were  the  same  then  as  now.  Bat  now, 
from  close  observation,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  did  a  great  deal  of 
good ;  that  is  to  say,  it  brought  men  face  to  face  with  the  difficulties  that  sarroanded 
them,  and  made  them  solve  them  in  a  manner  they  never  would  otherwise  have 
adopted.  I  have  witnessed  that  in  the  improvement  of  the  feeling  of  the  whole  com- 
munity, which  has  been  revolutionized  on  the  subject  of  the  emph>yment  of  laborers 
and  the  treatment  of  laborers,  and  mainly  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Freed- 
men's  Bureau.  At  first  I  thought  it  was  a  great  evil — an  unmitigated  eviL  I  am  sat- 
isfied now  that  it  did  a  great  deal  of  good,  whether  it  did  harm  or  not.  JPerhape  it  did 
harm  alsa  because  there  is  always  some  evil  in  everything.  But  whetner  it  is  wisest 
and  best  for  the  Government,  with  the  strong  hand,  to  reach  down  into  these  States 
and  correct  these  evils,  or  leave  them  to  correct  tnemselves.  I  confess  is  a  problem 
nbout  which  my  mind  hesitates.  When  I  witness  the  state  oi  things  that  exists  in 
name  portions  of  this  State,  I  sometimes  think  it  would  probably  be  better  t^t  it 
should  be  corrected  by  the  strong  hand.  The  truth  about  it  is,  as  I  understand  the 
situation  in  some  counties,  the  better  class  of  men  are  overawed,  and  are  really  power- 
less ;  they  are  made  really  to  foster  the  very  things  they  despise  and  would  pot  down. 

Queaiknu  Is  that  without  reference  to  party  politics  f 

Anmoer.  I  spoke  of  the  white  people.  They  are  superior  to  the  negroes  in  intelligence 
and  wealth,  and  possibly  in  everything  that  gives  tone  to  public  opinion.  The  public 
opinion  of  white  men  is  just  as  distinct  and  separate  from  negro  public  opinion  as  if 
they  were  entirely  distinct  communities.  White  public  opinion  does  not  affect  negro 
public  opinion^  and  negro  public  opinion  does  not  afiG^t  the  whites,  except  perhaps  to 
exasperate  them. 

Questum,  And  of  the  two,  of  course  the  whites  will  rulet 

Ansioer.  Of  course ;  intelligence  always  rules  in  any  community,  I  suppose. 

QuesUati,  Your  hopes  of  the  future  in  this  State  are  based  upon  the  gnuiual  amelior- 
ation of  the  relations  between  the  two  races  f 

Answer,  And  the  good  sense  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

Question,  The  good  sense  of  the  race  to  which  you  belong  ? 

AnBvoer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Qu/esUon,  Now,  must  there  not  be  an  improvement  of  kindly  feeling,  an  improve- 
ment of  the  relations  between  the  two  races  t 

Answer*  Yes,  sir. 

Qu>esiion,  Is  that  kindly  feeling  more  apt  tc^  grow  spontaneously  than  from  com- 
pulsion f 

Ansv>er,  Spontaneously,  I  suppose.  I  will  tell  you  what  my  convictions  are,  and 
they  are  very  decided.  Unquestionably,  the  first  tlung  to  be  done  is  to  educate, 
the  ignorant  of  both  classes.  We  have  as  ignorant  white  men  as  negroes,  and 
they  are  just  as  unreasonable  as  negroes;  in  fact,  more  so,  because  they  arrogate  to 
themselves  an  importance  to  which  they  are  not  entitled,  because  of  the  race  to  which 
they  belong.  With  the  negro  that  is  not  the  case.  I  think  the  best  thing  for  the 
country  is  to  educate  all  elates  as  thoroughly  as  possible. 

QuestUm,  Is  not  that  to  be  a  matter  of  your  own  internal  evolution  t 

Anstoer,  I  think  so. 

Question.  Do  you  not  depend  entirely  for  that  upon  the  action  of  the  people  of  your 
own  State  f 

Ansioer.  Unquestionably  we  do.  « 

Qttestion.  Must  you  not  so  depend,  from  the  nature  of  things  f 

Anstoer,  1  think  so ;  but  I  would  welcome  a  helping  hand  from  any  quarter,  no  mat* 
tef  what,  for  that  is  our  great  want. 

Question,  As  to  the  mung  sentiment  in  your  State,  is  there  not,  amonff  all  the  re- 
spectable men  in  the  State,  ^e  same  horror  in  regard  to  cruelty  toward  the  black 
race,  and  to  outrages  upon  tnem,  that  there  would  be  in  any  other  community  t 

Answft,  I  think  not,  altogether.  If  you  will  pardon  me,  I  think  the  question  betrays 
a  want  of  understanding  on  that  subject.  I  do  not  think  the  white  men  here  look 
upon  the  negro  as  he  is  looked  upon  in  some  of  the  other  States.  When  he  was  a  slave 
they  looked  upon  him  as  a  chattel ;  they  did  not  pretend  to  disguise  that  fact.  Now 
they  look  upon  him  as  something  worse  than  a  chattel — ^more  luce  a  bad  anima!,  that 
they  must  fear.  The  feeling  crops  out  in  a  great  many  ways,  showing  that  they  look 
upon  him  as  something  different  from  what  they  betbre  considered  him.  Before,  they 
considered  him  as  a  gentle  aninml  that  they  would  take  care  of  for  his  services :  at 
least  that  was  my  feeling,  and  my  father  had  that  feeling,  and  I  think  it  was  the  Bal- 
ing generally  among  the  people  where  I  was  raised.  Now,  in  place  of  that  kindly 
feeling^  of  the  master,  there  is  a  feeling  of  bitterness— a  feeling  that  the  negro  is  a  sort 
of  instinctive  enemy  of  ours.  And  I  do  not  think  that  feeling  leaves  the  mind  in  a  eon- 
dition  to  treat  him  as  kindly  as  a  white  man  would  be  treated  under  similar  cironm- 
stances.  For  instance,  a  gentleman  in  this  city  with  whom  I  was  talking  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago  on  the  subject  of  our  country  generally,  and  particularly  of  our  servantSi 
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said  that  we  never  conid  get  along  in  the  condition  we  were  in  until  we  conld  have 
onr  servants  kept  in  mibordinalion  and  made  to  feel  a  proper  humility  before  us.  I 
reiilieil  to  him  that  I  hud  none  of  that  feeling;  that  I  did  not  want  atiy  man  to  feci 
fanmblc  belbre  me;  all  I  wanted  of  a  man  was  that  he  nhonhl  do  liis  duty  and  treat 
mo  respectfully,  and  I  would  treat  him  so.  I  do  not  think  that  in  my  heart  I  feel  that 
1  could  reasonably  ask  of  a  fellow  being  to  be  humble  before  me. 

Question,  You  do  not  ask  for  servility  t 

uinswer.  No,  sir;  ail  I  ask  of  a  man  is  to  recognize  our  relations  and  to  perform  his 

Eart  well.  My  friend  said  that  ho  felt  differently ;  that  he  desired  a  servant  should  be 
unible,  just  us  the  negroes  were  in  times  of  slavery.  That  was  his  language.  I  was 
little  astonished  to  hear  him  say  so.  That  very  same  week  I  enterwl  into  conversa-, 
tion  with  one  of  our  jurors.  He  was  telling  me  of  his  practice  in  South  Carolina,  h<»w 
liij  bad -threatened  negroes,  hatl  buUj-ragged  them,  to  use  his  own  expression.  He  did 
not  seem  to  tbink  he  was  betraying  anything  extraordinary  ;  but  I  do  not  think  he 
wtfiild  talk  to  a  white  man  so.  1  think  many  of  our  people  are  incline<l  to  fll-treat  a 
negro  more  than  they  would  a  white  man.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  question  about 
that. 

Question.  Then,  after  all,  you  believe  that  the  perturbations  in  society  here  are  caused 
by  a  want  of  a(|ji^tmcnt  betvreen  the  races  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  is  the  foundation  of  your  troubles. 

Ansicer,  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  about  it. 

Question,  The  question  of  the  proposed  equality  of  the  negroes  is  a  sore  one  t 

Jnbwer.  Yes,  sir;  and  then  they  take  the  questio:i  of  equality  in  its  broadest  sense. 
Jfyou  talk  about  equality,  they  at  once  conclude  that  you  must  take  the  negro  into 
your  parlor  or  into  your  bed—everywhere  that  you  would  take  your  wife.  They  seem 
to  bo  diseased  up(m  that  subject.  They  do  not  seem  to  consider  that  he  is  merely  to  be 
equal  before  the  law,  but  take  it,  I  suppose  designedly,  to  mean  equality  in  the  broad- 
est sense ;  and  hence  they  stir  themselves  up  and  lash  themselves  into  a  fury  about.it. 

Question.  You  think  there  is  a  misiipprehensiou  about  the  matter  ? 

Jnswer,  I  think  so,  in  reference  to  that  thing.  It  has  taken  the  direction  of  party 
]K)litic8.  It  ie^a  very  unfortunate  thing  to  have  mixed  up  in  politics;  but  it  is  there, 
and  I  do  not  see  exactly  how  it  must  be  worked  out.  I  think  we  must  meet  it  the  beet 
-wa^'  we  can,  according  to  the  light  before  na ;  that  wo  must  light  it  «out  among  our- 
selves. > 

Question,  You  say  "  fight  it  out  f  you  raeau  in  a  controvcrtial  sense  T 

Answer,  Certainly;  I  mean  a  conflict  of  ideas. 

Question,  The  negroes  are  witnesses  in  court,  the  same  as  white  men  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  regard  to  voting  generally  through  the  State,  do  they  exercise  the  right 
of  suffrage  as  uthite  men  do  f 

Answer,  1  tbink  they  exercise  it  very  much  as  white  men  do.  The  same  thing  pre- 
vails here  that  I  suppose  prevails  elsewhere;  those  who  are  active  in  politics  manage 
to  influence  all  they  can  lo  the  best  of  their  ability.  It  is  unfortunately  true  that  the 
negroes  are  very  ignorant,  and  are  easily  influenced,  and  there  is  a  p^eat  deal  of  influence 
exercised  over  them.  There  are  a  great  many  negroes  who  <lo  not  really  vote  the  way 
they  desire  to ;  some  are  liought  up,  some  are  over-persuaded,  some  are  forcecl  and  bul- 
lied into  voting  differently  from  what  they  desire ;  I  have  no  question  about  that  at 
all,  for  I  have  seen  some  instances  of  it.  There  are  not  a  great  many  negroes  who  are 
actually  forced  to  vote  as  they  otherwise  would  not,  bat  i  have  known  instances  ot 
that  kind.  I  live  here,  in  Atlanta;  I  have  witnessed  elections  here;  we  have  a  police 
here ;  we  have  an  enlightened  public  sentiment  hero,  and  it  is  not  to  bo  presumed  that 
wo  would  sit  down  and  permit  any  great  outrages  of  that  sort.  I  have  not  seen  elec- 
tions elsewhere  than  here. 

Question,  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  negroes  as  a  race  in  this  State  vote  with  one 
political  party  T 

Answer,  Well,  they  did  so  in  1868,  bat  in  1870  they  did  not  do  so  to  the  same  extent* 
From  some  cause  or  other,  in  fact,  a  large  portion  of  the  negroes  did  not  vote  at  all; 
some  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  whereas  they  formerly  voted  the  repnblican  ticket. 
As  to  those  who  did  not  vote  at  all,  we  suppo^HMl  they  were  influenced  by  a  great  many 
circumstances.    The  complexion  of  the  vote  would  indicate  that  they  did  not  vote. 

Question,  Is  there  a  feehng  of  soreness  on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  the  white  pepple  of 
^^rgii^f  growing  out  of  the  disfranchisement  of  a  number  of  their  citizens! 

Anstcer,  1  think  so. 

Question,  Does  that  feeling  tend  to  increase  this  animosity  of  which  yon  have 
spoken  f     ■ 

Anwer,  I  think  it  does,  to  some  extent- 

Question,  Do  yon  believe  that  a  measure  of  general  amnesty,  of  the  removal  of  disa- 
bilities by  Congress,  wotdd  tend  to  lessen  tlmt  unkind  feeling  of  wbioh  you  havo 
spoken  t  "^ 

34  O 
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Answer,  I  think  it  would,  to  some  extent ;  probably  not  entirely,  bat  I  think  it  would 
have  a  tendency  in  that  direction. 

QuesUan,  Would  such  a  measure  be  a  wise  and  salutary  measnre  for  Greorg^af 
Answer,  I  think  so.    Of  course,  I  cannot  tell  certainly.    I  reason  from  within,  and 
partly  from  observation  of  facts. 
QuesUcn,  Since  the  war  have  you  acted  consistently  in  aid  of  the  republican  party  f 
Awiwer,  I  have. 

Question,  You  are  now  an  office-holder  under  a  republican  administration  f 
Anew^,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  With  a  number  of  deputies  under  you  f 
.     Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  have  spoken  of  the  feeling  of  antagonism,  distrust,  and  dissatisfaction 
between  the  colored  and  white  people.  Does  either  political  party  attempt  to  avail 
itself  of  that  feeling  to  accomplisn  its  party  purposes ;  and  if  so,  which  party  f 

Answer.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  both  do  to  some  extent ;  I  apprehend  so.  From 
my  observation  in  politics  I  think  that  men  are  not  particular  about  the  means  they 
use,  especially  wheu^  the  race  is  close ;  and  I  think  both  parties  use  that  feeling  to 
some  extent.  •  ' 

Quesiiwi.  In  what  way  do  they  use  it  t 

Answer,  Well,  if  I  understand  the  purport  and  drift  of  your  question,  I  will  answer 
you  in  this  way :  For  instance,  the  democrats,  who  represent  the  body  of  the  white  peo- 
ple, wiU  endeavor  to  rally  all  the  white  men  to  the  support  of  their  interests  by  crying 
out  "  negro  equality,"  and  by  using  all  the  current  epithets  of  the  day  in  order  to  make 
the  white  men  feel  that  there  is  an  intention  to  make  the  negroes  in  every  respect 
eqnal  with  them.  They  are  told  that  the  man  who  will  talk  with  the  negroes  upon 
politics,  and  who  will  vote  with  the  negroes,  does  not  feel  himself  any  better  than  a 
negro.  Probably  that  illustrates  the  matter.  On  the  othbr  hand,  the  republicans  will 
call  up  everything  that  is  calculated  to  arouse  the  opposition  of  the  negroes  to  their 
old  masters ;  they  will  intimate  pretty  strongly  that  their  old  masters  would  make 
slaves  of  them  again  if  they  had  the  chance;  or,  if  they  could  not  do  that,  they  will 
come  as  near  to  it  as  they  can.  I  think  those  tricks  are  resorted  to  by  both  parties, 
and  that  the  feelings  that  are  known  to  exist  in  th^  breasts  of  the  two  races  are  ap- 
p4lled  to  in  that  way. 

Question,  The  democrats,  as  a  whole,  appeal  to  the  prejudice  against  the  colored 
race? 

Answer,  I  think  so,  unquestionably. 

Question.  The  republicans  appeal  to  the  apprehensions  of  the  colored  race  in  regard 
to  that  portion  of  the  white  people  who  are  represented  as  being  their  enemies  t 

Anstcer.  Sach  is  my  observation. 

Question,  You  have  expressed  some  opinion  with  regard  to  a  class  of  political  adven- 
turers :  I  believe  that  was  the  expression  used  in  the  question  put  to  you  ;  perhaps 
you  called  them  carpet-baggers.  I  find  in  a  Nashville,  Tenndlsee,  paper,  an  article  pur- 
porting to  have  been  copied  from  a  Savannah,  Georgia,  correspondent.  Perhaps  I  had 
better  read  the  article  to  you,  as  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  it  particularly.  It  is 
as  follows : 

"  As  to  the  carpet-bag  members  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  reconstruction 
constitution  of  Georgia,  they  were  thirteen  in  number,  while  the  whole  membership  of 
that  body  was  one  hundred  and  seventy-five,  of  whom  thirty  were  colored  men.  Of 
these  thirteen  carpet-bag|;ers,  eleven  were  and  are  consistent  members  of  ChristiaQ 
churches,  and  only  two  ot  the  thirteen  were  given  to  profanity,  intemperance,  or  the 
keeping  of  low  company ;  the  other  eleven  were  reco^ized  as  good  citizens,  of  unex- 
ceptional habits,  and  abilities  in  every  case  fair,  and  in  several  brilliant.  These  thir- 
teen carpet-baggers  numbered  among  them  more  total  abstainers  from  the  use  of  intox- 
icating drinks  than  did  the  entire  remainder  of  the  convention. 

**  The  legislature  of  Georgia  elected  in  1868  has  been  sharply  criticised  as  grossly 
corrupt.  Of  its  two  hundred  and  fourteen  members  but  seven  have  become  residents 
of  the  State  since  the  war,  and  six  of  those  seven  *  carpet-baggers*  are  moral  and 
religious  men.  Yet  we  have  often  heard  it  charged  that  this  (as  is  alleged)  corrupt 
legislature  is  controlled  by  *  carpet-baggers.'  And  the  lobby  by  which  the  legislature 
is  infested  contains  but  one  prominent  carpet-bagger,  and  that  one,  sufficiently  noto- 
rious, has  never,  so  far  as  is  known  to  the  writer,  voted  the  republican  ticket,  or  in 
any  way  contributed  to  its  success.  Not  one  of  the  State  officers  (unless,  indeed,  we 
except  the  State  superintendent  of  education,  who  is  an  appointee  of  the  governor)  is 
a  carpet-bagger.  Or  the  members  of  the  Fortieth  Congress  elected  in  (^irgia,  two 
were  carpet-baggers ;  both  Christian  men  and  doing  honor  to  the  churches  wi&  which 
they  were  connected  by  an  upright  life  and  a  steadfast  regard  for  the  rights  of  others. 
In  the  Forty-first  and  Forty-second  Congresses  no  carpet-bagger  from  Creocgia  held  a 
seat.    As  for  county  offices,  not  ten  of  them  in  the  whole  State  are  or  have  been  ilBtd 
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by  the  class  in  qnestion  ;  and  from  the  Jadiciary  they  are  expressly  excluded  by  the 
terms  of  the  State  constitution,  which  requires  a  residence  of  five  years  as  a  qualifi- 
cation for  Judges  and  State's  attorneys  or  solicitors.  I  might  add  tnat  carpet-baggers 
and  negroes  together  have  never  numbered  one-sixth  of  the  legislature  of  Greorgia," 

That  purports  to  be  a  statement  of  facts  founded  upon  statistics. 

AnttDer.  I  will  just  remt^rk,  before  you  ask  me  any  question  in  regard  to  this  extract, 
that  a  while  since,  I  stated  that  there  were  but  seven  pure  unadulterated  carpet-bag- 

fers  in  the  legislature  of  this  State.  I  made  that  statement  entirely  from  memory ;  I 
o  not  tbink  Ihave  looked  at  the  matter  since  the  campaign  of  1868.  Probably  this 
correspondent  spoke  with  the  record  before  him. 

Question,  I  have  submitted  this  statement  to  you,  as  I  intend  to  do  to  other  intel- 
ligent 'gentlemen. 

Anmcer,  I  have  made  this  explanation,  because  otherwise  my  testimony  might  seem 
to  conflict  with  the  statements  of  other  gentlemen. 

Question,  I  will  ask  you  if  you  have  any  correction  to  make  in  reference  to  this 
statement  f 

Ansicerl  I  think  this  statement  is  generally  correct ;  without  referring  to  items;  my 
general  impression  Is  that  it  is  about  correct. 

Question,  In  the  administration  of  justice  in  this  State,  do  thenegroes  have  any  share 
under  the  system  which  is  established  here? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  none  whatever.  However,  I  will  state  this,  that  there  was 
a  colored  judge  appointed  at  Savannah,  but  I  do  not  think  he  has  ever  sat  in  that 
capacity.  I  know  of  no  colored  jurors  sicice  the  adoption  of  onr  present  constitution, 
though  there  may  have  been  such.  I  think  the  rule  is  that  negroes  are  not  accustomed 
to  sit  on  our  juries.  The  constitution  requires  that  jurors  shall  be  intelligent  men, 
and  by  the  construction  placed  upon  that  requirement,  negroes  are  generally  excluded 
from  juries. 

Question.  You  have  been  asked  substantially  whether  in  your  opinion  the  restoration 
of  a  desirable  state  of  society  here  would  be  fostered  by  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government.  Please  state  whether  you  think  such  interference  is  necessary 
in  any  part  of  your  State  in  the  present  condition  of  things,  for  the  protection  of  any 
portion  of  your  people  in  their  lives  and  their  property. 

Answer,  I  should  not  advise  it  at  the  present  time.  The  time  has  been  when  I 
thought  it  would  have  been  entirely  advisable ;  but  at  the  present  time,  so  far  oa  my 
knowledge  extends,  I  cannot  see  any  absolute  necessity  for  it. 

Question.  Then  you  would  not  recommend  any  provision  by  which  such  ofifenses 
might  be  examined  into  or  prosecuted  in  the  Federal  courts  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  would  recommend  that.  In  my  answer  to  your  question  I  was 
thinking  of  a  proclamation  of  martial  law,  such  as  has  Just  taken  place  in  South  Caro- 
lina. I  do  think  it  would  have  a  very  happy  efiect  if  these  cfifenses  could  be  punished 
by  the  Federal  courts  or  by  any  court.  And  as  it  is  almost  impossible  to  have  that 
done  in  the  local  courts,  I  cannot  see  any  practical  means  for  punishing  them  except  in 
the  Federal  courts. 

Question,  So  far  as  declaring  martial  law  is  concerned,  that  can  be  done  by  State 
authority  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  had  in  my  mind. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd: 

Question,  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  since  1865  there  have  been  times  when  the 
direct  interference  of  the  Federal  Government  would  have  been  advisable  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  in  the  counties  of  Warren  and  Columbia,  at  the  time  that  Adkins 
»nd'Ayer  were  killed,'and  when  other  outrages  were  committed.  At  that  time  I  should 
have  thought  it  was  wise  and  proper  to  have  adopted  such  a  course. 

Question,  But  you  would  not  consider  it  wise  or  proper  at  this  time,  with  the  present 
amelioration  ot  feeling? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  want  a  proclamation  of  martial  law ;  I  think  that  should  be  resort- 
ed to  only  in  the  last  extremity. 

Question,  Was  not  your  State  under  martial  law  when  the  first  outrages  were  com- 
mitted f 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  under  the  reconstruction  law  t 

Question,  Was  it  not  under  the  control  of  General  Terry  until  1871  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  understand  that  to  be  martial  law ;  we  were  then  governed  by  civil 
law  just  as  we  areHiow. 

Question,  Was  not  General  Terry  authorized  to  interfere  as  he  pleased  with  con- 
tracte  between  man  and  man  f 

Answer.  Perhaps  he  was ;  but  I  do  not  think  ho  exercised  any  such  authority. 

Question,  Did  not  his  subordinate  officers  exercise  it  f 

Answer.  In  a  few  instances,  perhaps;  but  the  instances  were  rare.    (^ r\c;\cs]p^ 

Question,  Had  he  not  authority  of  his  own  will  to  interfere  in  cas^VoFVmwIff-con- 
traoty  and  make  arrests  whenever  he  desired  f 
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Jwwer.  Do  yoa  mean  UBder  the  law  of  Congress  placing  bim  here,  under  whieh  h« 
was  appointed  t 

QitaiUon.  1  ask  yon  as  to  the  fact ;  I  ask  yon  whether  the  will  of  General  Terry  in 
that  respect  was  not  exercised  in  the  question  of  the  settlement  of  private  contracts 
whenever  he  desired,  and  also  whether  he  did  mako  arrests  whenever  he  pleased. 

Jnmcer.  Our  nnderstandinpc  was  that  all  the  authority  ho  ha<l  was  derived  from  the 
laws  passed  by  Cougross.  While  I  was  never  called  upon  to  construe  those  lawn  criti- 
cnlly,  I  do  know  that  it  is  a  fact  that  he  rarely  interfered  in  the  construction  of  con- 
tracts. I  had  frequent  occasiou  to  converse  with  him  in  r«'gard  to  those  thiogn,  and  I 
do  not  think  he  ever  interfered  with  matters  of  that  sort.  Ue  did  sometimes  removA 
officers;  he  removed  the  predecessor  of  our  jiresent  governor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Quesiion,  Do  yon  recognize  a  distinction  between  martial  law  and  the  administration 
of  civil  law  by  martial  authority  t 
Answa;  I  certainly  do. 

•    ByMr.  Bayakd: 

^ucation.  Do  you  call  it  civil  law  when  the  commanding  general  can  send  an  ofScer 
to  investigate  a  case,  and  upon  that  iuvcsf  igation  cau  order  the  ari*est  of  a  citizen  and 
his  transportation  to  his  camp,  and  can  direct  his  compulsory  submission  to  any  decree 
that  officer  may  make  in  regai'd  to  a  private  contractt 

Anatver,  It  is  probable 

Question.  Do  you  cjiU  that  civil  law  t 

Ansii'tr,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  do  you  call  it  ? 

Ansirer,  The  exercise  of  militaiy  authority  under  the  authority  of  law. 

Question,  What  law  is  it  that  gives  a  man  authority  to  bo  Judge  aiid  jury  in  a  case  of 
that  kindf 

Answtr,  I  think  he  had  the  right  under  the  reconstruction  law. 


ATI.«\^^A,  Geouoia,  October  24^1871. 

HANNAH  FLOURNOY  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chaibma;n  : 

QucsUom,  What  is  yonr  age,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  bow  livef 

Antwer.  I  am  thirty<H>a«  years  old ;  I  was  born  in  Eatonton,  Georgia,  and  1  now  live 
in  this  city,  since  tbc^  mn  mo  from  Columbus. 

Question.  When  wsre  yon  run  from  Columbns  f 

Anmcer,  At  the  time  Mr.  George  Ashbum  was  killed.' 

Quetikm,  Were  yon  in  Columbns  when  ho  was  killed  T 

Answer,  I  was  right  there,  in  the  house. 

Question.  Were  yon  present  at  the  time  he  was  killed  7 

Anmotr,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  State  what  you  know  in  regard  to  that. 

Answir,  When  they  came  lo  the  door,  they  knocked,  and  called  for  Amanda  Pattenoo. 
I  let  them  knock  two  or  three  times  before  I  answered  them ;  I  knew  it  was  oometbiag 
strange  for  anybody  to  come  to  my  door  at  that  tkne  of  the  night.  I  aakedWrbo  was 
there,  and  they  said, ''  Mary  Dillenhast.''  I  said,  '*  I  know  t|othing  abont  you."  She 
said,  '*  I  must  see  Amanda."  I  said,  "  Ycm  cannot  see  her ;  she  is  in  UmI.^  They  knocked 
again,  and  I  said,  *^  You  had  better  go  away  from  that  door;  tjie  police  will  be  aroood 
directly  and  put  you  in  the  guard-house ;  it  is  no  time  of  night  for  anvbody  to  be  oaft 
in  this  way."  They  said,  *'  Damn  the  gnard,''  and  knocked  fi<gain,  and  said,  ^'  If  yon 
don't  open  the  door,  we  will  knock  it  down."  I  said,  **  Knock  it  down ;  I  will  ooit  opeo 
it."  Tbey  broke  in  the  panel  of  the  door,  and  then  reached  in  and  unlocked  the  door, 
and  came  in.  I  looked  through  a  little  glass  there,  and  saw  ihem  in  the  room  lif^tiix 
candles  and  fingering  their  pistols.  I  went  into  Mr.  Ashbum's  room,  and  said,  **Lora, 
Mr.  Ashbnrn,  the  room  is  full  of  men  ;  they  are  disguised,  and  showing  their  pistols." 
He  said,  **  Let  them  come."  I  said,  **  What  shall  I  do?"  Ho  said,  *'  You  go  oat  oad 
take  care  of  yourself,  and  the  Lorcl  will  take  care  of  me."  A  white  girl  got  np^  and 
said,  *' Don't  ehoot  in  here;  there  is  nobody  here  but  me  and  Hmmah."  Somethio^ 
struck  me,  and  I  said,  '*  What  does  that  mean  f '  I  then  went  into  Mr.  Aahbura'aiaon, 
and  ho  got  np  and  put  on  his  coat,  and  lighted  his  caudle  and  walked  up  and  ^wn  tbs 
floor  three  times,  with  his  pistol  in  his  hand.  He  said,  **Gk>  out,  and  taJkecare  of  ycp- 
eelf ;  the  Lord  will  take  care  of  me."  I  tnmed  into  the  room,  ami  Just  asl  wasaomioff 
out,  a  Mr.  George  Betts  and  Mr.  Sergeant  Marshall  boltM  right  in  and  conoMneed 
shooting.    1  went  into  the  room  and  looked  at  the  men.    Th^iy  were  rilf^ianri,  ImI  I 
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knew  a  great,  many  of  them  by  their  appearance.  I  was  very  mneh  exeited.  The  boys 
said,  **  Hoi8t  the  window  and  go  ont,  or  they  will  murder  yon."  I  got  into  the  middle 
of  the  rcMini  whem  thi-y  were  8h<iuting  Mr.  Ashbnrn.  One  of  the  boys  saicl,  "  Let  ns  in ; 
whero  is  Hannah!"  Another  said,  '*  Don't  shoot  Hannah ;  she  could  not  help  herself." 
That  U  all  that  savc<l  mo.  I  went  down  stairs  and  knocked  at  tho  door,  and  then  they 
hollered,  "They  have  killed  Mr.  Ashlmm ;  dou't  leave  him."  1  went  down  to  tho  court- 
house, and  if  Captain  Mills  had  put  out  his  men  when  I  first  went  down  then*,  l:e 
would  have  caught  every  one  of  them.  An  officer  there  said,  **  What  do  yon  waut 
them  to  go  out  to-night  tort  they  might  be  shot  down."  I  said,  "  I  am  liable  to  le 
sliotdown."  For  eight  weeks  I  ha<l  to  work  there,  and  I  was  afraid  to  stay  in  tho 
house  at  night. ;  1  staid  there  one  night  in  the  piazza  of  Mr.  William  Smith,  with  a 
doQble-hurrel  shot-gun  in  my  lap.  I  staid  there  in  that  place  eight  weeks,  until  I  was 
brought  up  here.    They  had  thorn  all  up  here  in  court,  but  tliey  did  nothing  with  thorn. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  did  they  have  here  t 

Answer,  About  thirty. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  did  yon  know  f 

Jnsicer,  I  knew  Mr.  Chipley,  Doctor  Kirksey,  8<*rgennt  Marshall,  James  Bnrlver,  (he 
is  in  Columbus  now,)  and  they  sent  George  Betts  off  somewhere.  He  and  Mr.  Sk^rgeant 
Marshall  turned  State's  evidence.  Tho  reason  Mr.  Ashbura  was  boarding  at  my  house 
^as  this :  He  left  here  on  Weilnesday,  from  the  convention,  for  Columbus.  They  found 
out  what  time  the  convention  was  going  to  adjmirn  here,  and  they  went  aroun<l  to  all 
the  boarding-houses  and  got  them  to  promise  not  to  take  him.  He  went  to  the  hotel 
there,  and  he  was  told  by  the  man  there  4 bat  he  could  not  stay  there  unless  he  took 
bis  meals  in  his  room.  He  said  that  he  would  do  so  that  night,  as  it  was  late.  The 
next  morning  he  went  out  to  look  up  a  boarding-house,  and  he  walked  all  day,  and 
came  to  my  house  about  3  or  4  o'clock.  Ho  said,  "  Hannah,  can  yon  feed  me  T"  I  said, 
"  I  can  cook,  but  I  cannot  give  you  a  place  to  sleep."  He  said  no  had  been  tf^  every 
boarding-house  in  tho  place,  and  could  get  no  chance  to  stay.  I  said,  **  You  are  a  re- 
pnblieaut  and  I  am  willing  to  die  for  yon.  I  am  a  repnblican,  tooth  and  toe-nail."  I 
took  Mr.  Ash  burn  through  the  house,  which  contained  tive  rooms.  Colored  people 
rented  three  of  them,  and  a  white  girl  had  one.  I  said,  '*  I  will  bay  a  stove.  an4  put 
von  in  here."  He  said,  **  No,  I  do  not  want  to  be  so  close  to  the  street,  for  there  will 
be  too  much  noise."  1  then  said,  "  Amai:da  and  I  will  sleep  here  in  tliis  room,  and  yon 
can  have  her  room."  I  furnished  the  sheets  and  pillow-slips  ft)r  Mr.  Ash  burn,  and 
she  furnished  the  other  Ixnlding.  It  was  as  nice  a  bed  as  anybody  had.  They  came 
that  night  and  killed  him,  as  1  haYe  told  yon.  He  was  to  go  tlie  nex6  day,  he  and  Mr. 
Caldwell,  to  Hamilton,  and  make  a  speech.  When  they  came  in,  they  ba^l  fixed  with 
this  girl  to  come  in  and  murder  him.  After  ho  came  there,  I  had  the  gaite  k>oke<t  every 
night,  and  made  the  boy  bring  me  the  key.  The  white  people  next  to  my  house  bml  a 
Tery  severe  dog,  and  uobmly  coukl  go  up  and  down  the  alley  after  night  but  what  the 
dog  would  bark ;  but  that  night  it.seemed  tbattbey  pnttbe  dog  up.  I  said  to  Amanda^ 
"  Lizzie  and  the  others  must  have  a  great  deal  of  company  to-night,  for  they  are  pass% 
ing  through  the  gate."  I  asked  the  lK)y  if  he  locked  tho  gate,  and  he  said  that  ho  would 
sit  here  till  1  o'clock.  At  that  time  these  men  came  around.  Mr.  Ashbum  could  not 
get  out  ot  the  house,  for  it  was  surrounded.  There  most  have  been  a  great  mauy  of 
them.  There  were  two  large  rooms,  and  they  got  up  on  my  bed  and  played  with  the 
flag  that  we  had  marching  with  ou  Saturday.  Elder  T^irner  made  a  speoch  at  the  hall 
that  night,  and  Mr.  Ashbum  went'  to  it.  I  know  these  white  people  were  saying  that 
if  he  ever  came  back  they  wonid  kill  biro,  or  mn  him  out  of  the  place.  Generally,  I 
would  go  to  bed  directly  after  supper,  and  then,  when  all  the  rest  had  gone  to  bed,  I 
would  get  up  and  sit  up  all  night,  and  take  a  nap  during  the  day.  I  al  waysltjft  Mr.  Al- 
burn to  come  in,  and  loft  the  door  open.  Now,  this  white  girl  had  been  paid  and  tixe<l  up 
to  do  this  thing.  One  evening  she  said  she  had  money  enough  to  buy  niow  I  said, 
**  Not  now.  I  used  to  be  for  sale,  but  I  am  not  now ;  if  yon  have  so  moob  money  you 
hod  better  pay  your  boanl." 

Question,  Were  the  people  that  had  the  dog  repnblioaos  t 

2nswer,  No,  sir:  the  strongest  kind  of  democrats.  Every  word  they  would  hear  me 
say  after  Mr.  Ashbnrn  was  killed,  they  would  go  and  tell  it,  and  when  I  wonld  star^  off 
of  an  evening  to  some  friend's  house  to  see  them,  they  wonld  report  it. 

Qufstiom.  You  say  that  Mr.  Ashbura  was  going  the  next  day  to  Hamilton  to  make  a 
speech  t 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  known  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. .  There  were  about  fifteen  gentlemen  fVom  this  plase  came  down  on 
the  train.  I  said  to  Mr.  Ashbum,  **  Israel  saw  General  P'*orrest  in  town ;  there  most  be 
A  big  spree  among  the  democrats." 

Question.  Was  General  Forrest  there  the  night  Mr.  Ashbum  was  killed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir:  there  were  a  ^at  many  big  men  down  there.  C^ r\r\n\o 

<tt€9aon.  When  was  that  f  '^^"^  ^y  >^UU!^  LL 

Amawer.  That  was  done  three  yeacs  ago  last  April,  I  think.    He  was  mnrdered  the 
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last  night  in  March,  or  the  first  day  of  April ;  the  second  day  of  April  he  was  carried 
to  Macon  to  be  buried. 

Qtiegiion,  Where  was  his  home  at  that  time  f 

Anstoer,  He  was  making  it  then  in  Columbus,  but  his  home  was  in  Macon  princi* 
pnlly. 

Question.  He  was  engaged  in  a  canvass  at  that  time  f 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir;  he  went  from  the  convention  here. 

Question,  What  time  did  yon  leave  Columbus  and  come  up  here  f 

Answer,  I  left  there  in  June. 

Question.  Have  you  been  back  there  since  to  live  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  say  I  shall  not  go  back.  I  have  lost  everything  I  had  there.  I 
cannot  get  a  letter  or  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question,  Are  you  afraid  to  go  back  there  ? 

Anstcer.  Ye«,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  leave  your  property  down  there  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  all  my  property  and  my  bedding. 

Question,  What  business  were  you  engaged  in  there  ? 

Answer,  Washing  and  cooking  for  anybody  that  wanted  me  to  do  it.  I  was  working 
honorably  for  my  living.  I  took  Mr.  Ashbum  in,  for  I  thought  it  right  to  take  him  in. 
They  turned  him  out  ot  doors  everywhere  else.  He  was  a  republican,  and  I  thou^^ 
if  I  turned  him  out  as  well  as  the  balance  of  them,  I  would  be  as  mean  as  everybody 
else. 

Question,  Yon  say  he  walked  around  all  day  to  find  a  boarding-house  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  say  that  people  had  gone  around  before  he  came  there,  to  prevent 
his  being  received  as  a  boarder  at  any  place  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  say  to  him  f 

Answer,  He  said  he  mi^ht  stay  there  if  he  would  take  his  meals  in  his  room.  Then, 
after  that,  he  wrote  to  him  and  said  that  twenty-five  of  his  boarders  had  told  him  that 
if  that  '^nigger-protecting  rascal  ate  his  meals  there  they  would  leave,''  and  that  he. 
would  rather  lose  Mr.  Ashbum's  board  than  theirs.  He  was  owing  me  thirty  dollars 
before  he  went  to  the  convention.  He  said  to  me,  '*I  suppose  you  want  some  money." 
I  said, ''  You  go  on  to  Hamilton.  If  you  come  back  you  can  pay  me;  if  you  don't,  I  can 
collect  money  for  mv  washing  and  pay  my  house-rent.  You  had  better  keep  yoor 
money,  for  if  yon  go  there  without  money  you  may  get  into  trouble,  as  yon  did  before.'' 
It  was  said  in  Columbus  that  I  had  more  republicans  on  my  place  than  any  other  necro 
in  Columbus.  Mr.  Brown  told  me  so.  I  went  to  him  to  assist  me,  and  he  said, ''  No, 
Hannah,  yon  were  respected  until  you  took  that  infamous  rascal  into  yonr  hoose."  I 
said,  <'  Mr.  Brown,  if  I  find  you  in  a  mud-hole  I  will  help  you  out,  democrat  as  yoa 
are."  He  said,  *'  We  have  no  use  for  republicans."  I  said,  <*  You  never  heard  of  a 
republican  killing  a  democrat ;  they  would  not  be  so  low." 

By  Mr.  Bayabd  : 

QuesUion,  You  say  this  was  in  April,  1868  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Three  years  and  eight  months  ago  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  General  Meade  was  in  command  here  at  that  timet 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  He  examined  into  this  matter  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  He  arrested  various  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  go  before  General  Meade  f 

Answer,  I  was  here,  but  they  said  I  should  not  go  befoiw  him^for  I  would  hang  them 
all. 

Question.  Did  yon  go  before  himt 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  wanted  to  go,  but  they  would  not  let  me* 

Question,  Did  General  Meade  know  that  you  had  testimony  that  would  be  important 
in  the  case  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  knew  it  or  not.  I  gave  my  testimony  to  Mi^ior 
Smyth  and  Mr.  Whiteley. 

QuMtion,  Is  Mi^or  Smyth  United  States  marshal  now! 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Do  you  know  his  first  name  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question,  He  was  a  United  States  officer  f  C^  \ 

iin^tcer.  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 

Question,  You  told  him  all  you  have  told  us  now  f 
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Anawer,  Ye«,  air. 

Question.  And  be  knew  wbat  you  could  testify  to  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  This  was  tbe  cose  that  General  Meade  bad  a  great  many  people  arrested 
fort 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  they  tried  it  three  years  and  six  mopths  ago  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  put  them  under  bonds,  but  they  never  did  anything  about  it. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  anything  about  what  report  General  Meade  made  of  this 
casef 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  more  than  I  know  that  all  were  under  arrest ;  and  last  year  I 
think  Major  Hughes  carried  the  papers  down  to  Anderson  ville  to  court,  and  General 
Grant  said  they  should  be  turned  back  to  him  again. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  President  of  the  United  States  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  to  turn  the  papers  back  to  him.  I  had  a  letter  which  was 
sent  to  Mr.  Ashburn  by  the  Kn-Klux,  with  his  coffin  all  di;awed  on  it,  and  I  gave  it  to 
Major  Hughes. 

Question.  Was  that  sent  to  him  while  he  was  at  your  house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  General  Forrest  was  at  Columbus  on  the  very  night  that  Mr. 
Ashburn  was  killed  f 

Answer,  That  is  what  I  heard,  and  I  went  and  told  Mr.  Ashburn. 

Question.  Do  you  know  General  Forrest  t 

Answer,  I  never  saw  him  in  my  life. 

Question.  You  saw  a  great  many  strange  people  there,  and  told  Mr.  Ashburn  that 
General  Forrest  was  there,  though  you  do  not  know  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  was  there  or  not  ? 

Answer,  No  more  than  what  I  heard.  But  I  heard  people  speaking  about  him  a  great 
deal  on  the  mountains,  last  year  and  this  year  while  I  was  up  there  working,  and  they 
said  that  he  was  the  head  of  the  Ku-Klux. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  24, 1871. 

BETTY  KINNEY  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^        ' 

Question.  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bofn,  and  whore  do  you  now  live  f 

Answer.  I  was  twenty-five  years  old  last  March ;  I  was  bom  in  Jacksoh  County,  and 
I  live  in  Jackson  County  now. 

Question,  Are  you  the  wife  of  Toddy  Kinney  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qitestion,  Do  you  recollect  the  time  an  attack  was  made  by  the  Kn-Klnx  t)n  Mr.  Jobn 
HoUiday's  house  f 

Answer.  It  was  Bob  Holliday;  I  work  on  his  place. 

Question.  How  far  did  you  liv^  from  his  house  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  about  half  a  mile. 

Question,  Did  you  see  any  of  the  neople  that  are  called  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  called  Ku-Klux  or  not,  but  they  were  talk- 
ing about  what  the^  had  done  to  Mr.  Holliday. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  f 

Ansicer.  One  of  them  said  if  he  could  get  his  hand  on  him  that  night  he  would  never 
go  to  the  mill  again.  Another  said,  they  would  get  him  again.  I  went  down  through 
the  old  field,  and  they  were  setting  in  the  fence  comer  on  some  old  broom-straw.  I  did 
not  see  them  until  I  got  almost  onto  them,  wit^hin  ten  steps  of  them.  I  squatted  down 
and  looked  to  see  who  they  were.  I  did  not  stop  .long,  for  I  knew  if  they  went  tq  the 
bouse  and  tried  to  kill  him,  they  would  kill  me  for  eaves-dropping.  I  walked  off,  and  I 
expect  they  do  not  know  till  this  day  that  1  was  there. 

Question.  State  all  you  heard  them  sav. 

Answer,  I  hardly  know  what  they  did  sa^.  Jack  Haney  was  telling  about  that  nis^ht 
-when  Mr.  Holliday  run.  George  Haney  said  that  he  knew  no  reason  why  Bob  Holliday 
should  come  to  the  fence  and  see  him.  He  said,  '*  How  did  they  come  to  think  it  waa 
him  f  He  said,  '*  Because  he  was  bare-footed.'^  That  was  what  Jack  Haney  was  tell- 
ing Richard  Lee.    I  did  not  stand  there  much  to  listen  to  them. 

QuesUon,  Jack  Haney  said  that  Gteorge  Haney  had  this  talk  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  that  George  told  hSi  so.  C^ r\r\cs\c> 

QuesUim,  He  said  that  Geor^je  was  there  that  night  watching  WMi  ^^  >^v^^^  v^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  Holliday  came  within  shooting  distance  and  then  ran. 
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Question.  Did  Jack  Honey  say  be  faacl  been  tbere  f 

Answer.  Ho  did  not  say  be  bad  been  tbero  for  rigbt  certain,  bnt  tbat  if  he  had  pnt 
hiB  bands  on  bini  tbat  nigbt  be  would  never  bavo  gone  to  tbo  mill  any  inure,  for  ho 
"WoaJd  have  killed  bim. 

Quc8iion,  Did  you  understand  tbat  Richard  Leo  bad  been  tbci-cf 

Ansxcer,  He  Siiid  tbat  be  alluw*e<l  to  get  bis  bauds  on  bim,  and  if  bo  did  ho  wonld  kill 
him.    1  allowed  from  tbat  tbat  he  bad  i)cou  there. 

Question,  Did  you  know  tbose  two  men  f 

Anstccr,  Yes,  sir;  and  always  did  know  them;  I  was  raised  in  the  settlement  wHh 
them. 

Question,  About  what  time  of  the  day  did  you  see  them  t 

Answer,  About  2  oVlock. 

Question,  On  what  day  f 

Attsioer,  Tliey  got  after  bim  on  Monday,  and  that  was  the  next  Sunday  following. 

Question,  Did  Tou  eviT  see  any  of  them  going  abont  disguised  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir.  RicbardXee  was  talking  over  what  Pundergrast  said.  He  said  tbat 
If  he  should  sboot  Bob  Holliday  bo  reckoned  be  could  bit  bim  and  tbat  be  believed  Alfl 
did  bit  him. 

Quesiion,  Have  yon  bcanl  of  any  mischief  being  done  there^ince  by  the  Ka-Klux  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  have  not.    It  was  before  that  that  they  got  alter  Uncle  Sampson. 

Qticstion^  How  long  before  f 

Answer,  About  two  weeks,  I  reckon. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  to  himf 

Answer,  They  knocked  bim  over  the  head,  and  kicked  his  son  in  tlie  side. 

Question.  Where  was  thatf 

Anstpcr,  Tbat  was  in  the  Chandler  district. 

Question.  Was  it  at  his  house  f 
^  Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 
*  Question.  Did  you  understand  who  did  thatf 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  them  say  who  it  was,  only  that  Milton  Whitehead  was  in  it* 

Question.  Did  they  say  bow  many  were  along  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  question  them  anything  about  it  I  was  afraid  to  talk 
about  such  ]>eople. 

Question.  L\id  you  hear  abont  anything  else  that  they  did  f 

Answer.  They  went  to  Uncle  Simon's  hpuse  and  whipped  him. 

Question.  When  was  thatf 

Answer.  That  was  along  in  the  fall. 

Question.  Who  did  they  whip  lirst,  the  father  or  son  f 

Aiuncer.  They  whipped  his  son  ;  they  never  got  after  his  father  until  after  fhey  laid 
by  the  crop.  His  sou  wa^  ilxing  to  plant  when  they  got  aftor  him ;  they  whipped  him 
and  ran  him  otf  up  here  in  the  mountain. 

By  Mr  Bayaud : 

Question.  Did  you  see  anything  of  these  things  yourself  f 

Answer.  What  they  did  to  these  folks  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  It  is  only  what  I  heard  people  say. 

Question.  How  far  were  you  standing  from  those  men  when  you  heard  them  talking  f 

Answer.  Abont  ten  steps. 

Question.  Did  you  stay  there  longf 

Answer.  I  stopped  abont  ten  or  twelve  steps  from  them,  and  then  stepped  back  be- 
hind a  pine  bush. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  there  behind  the  bush  f 

Answer.  1  did  not  stay  tbere  any  time  before  I  left. 

Question.  Yon  went  rigbt  oiff 

Answer*  Yes,  sir;  I  went  through  Bob  Lane's  cabin  and  sat  on  the  fence,  and  aflsr 
awhile  they  got  up  and  went  oH'. 

Question.  When  you  saw  these  mep  they  were  about  ten  step«  off  from  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  And  yon  stepped  back  from  them  and  got  behind  a  pine  bnshf 

Answer,  Yes  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  then  move  right  off  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  1  stood  there  abont  a  rainnte.  • 

Quesiion,  Tbat  was  all  the  time  you  had  to  listen  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  Mr.  Holliday  and  told  him  of  it,  and  he  asked  who  it  w^ 
and  I  told  him  who  it  was. 
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Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  25, 1871. 
JOHN  O.  PERRY  ewom  aud  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Questiaii.  How  old  are  yon,  where  were  you  born,  and  where  do  you  now  live  f 

Answer,  I  was  forty -six  years  old  the  3l8t  of  last  March.  My  family  live  in  Gwin- 
nett County,  and  I  was  born  and  raised  iu  that  county. 

Qumtion,  What  is  the  county  seat  of  Gwinnett  County  f 

Answer,  Lawrenceville. 

QutstioH.  Has  the  court-house  been  burned  there  recently  T 

Anstvcr,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  About  what  timof 

Answer,  It  was  done  on  Sunday  night  before  court;  I  think  the  court  was  on  the 
second  Monday  in  September  last. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  parties  who  were  concerned  in  burning 
it  T 

Answer.  I  do  not.  "* 

Question,  Is  there  such  an  organization  of  people  in  your  county  as  are  coitfaionlj 
oa]le4Ku-Kluxr 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  them  f 

Answer,  I  saw  some  men,  but  whether  they  were  organised  or  not  I  do  BOt  kaow. 

Question,  When  did  you  see  them  f 

Ansic€r,  About  the  27th  of  July,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  them  f 

Answer,  At  my  house.  ^ 

Que^ttion,  Was  it  in  the  day-time  or  in  the  night  f 

Answer.    It  was  in  the  night. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  'came  there  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  you  how  many  thero  were.  I  do  not  think  I  saw  more  than 
about  four  men.    There  were  more  in  the  bouse,  but  I  did  not  see  them. 

Question.  Tell  (ill  they  did  when  they  come  there f 

Answer.  I  can  just  tell  you  how  it  was.  In  the  night,  I  snppoee  abont  midnight,  th» 
first  thing  I  knew  some  one  laid  hold  of  my  arm..  I  was  asleep,  but  any  man  knows 
that  he  can  recollect  some  things  before  he  is  right  wide  awake.  1  thought  I  heard 
horses'  feet,  but  I  thought  it  was  my  horse.  I  said,  '*  Who  is  that.''  A  colored  man 
said,  "  It  is  me,  Rufc".  I  said,  "  What  are  you  doing  here!"  He  said,  "  The  Ku-Kliix 
are  after  me."  At  that  time  I  was  barely  awake.  I  rose  up,  aud  I  heard  people  in 
the  other  .part  6f  the  bouse.  It  was  a  double  house.  He  said,  "  What  shall  1  do  f"  I, 
had  heard  of  these  things,  and  I  said  to  him,  *^Slip  under  the  bed,  and  I  will  protect, 
you."  I  rose  up  and  turned  to  the  door,  aud  I  discovered  some  one.  I  haltecl  thero, 
aud  said,  **  If  you  do  not  stand  I  will  shoot  yo^u."  Some  of  the  crowd  spoke  and  said, 
^^Fall  back."  At  that  time  some  of  the  party  struck  a  match  and  I  saw  them.  They 
looked  like  negroes,  or  persons  who  had  something  black  on  them.  The  match  went 
out,  or  they  threw  it  down,  and  then  they  seized  me.  Two  or  three  of  them  tt»ok  hold 
of  me  and  took  roe  out  of  the  door.  As  I  wont  out  of  the  door  the  negro  ran  out  and 
they  broke  after  him,  all  but  one  roan.  One  man  had  hold  of  my  arm.  I  took  hold  of 
him,  and  sent  him  away.  There  was  a  bee-gum  in  the  yard  and  I  threw  him  over 
that,  loose  from  me.  When  I  did  that  I  left  him,  lor  I  saw  that  the  negro  was  gone. 
There  were  two  negroes  there,  one  that  was  under  tho  bed  and  one  who  went  out 
after  I  did.  I  saw  him  as  he  came  out.  There  were  four  men  I  saw,  and  three  of  them 
took  after  him.  One  had  hold  of  me  and  I  threw  him  loose  from  me,  aud  then  I  dodged 
around  the  smoke-house.  Ho  took  after  mo  after  he  got  up,  but  he  did  not  catch  me. 
I  heard  more  in  the  house.    I  do  not  know  many. 

Questton,  Where  did  you  got 

Answer.  I  went  abont  a  half  a  mile  to  a  neighbor's  house,  living  on  my  land,  to  get  a 

fun  and  go  back.  I  ha<l  no  weapon  in  my  house  at  all,  not  even  a  pocket  knife.  He 
ad  no  gun  ;  he  had  let  his  father  have  it.  I  wanted  him  to  go  back  with  me,  but  he 
would  not  do  it.  I  staid  there  a  while,  and  heard  the  noise  of  horses  going  ofi',  aud  iu 
about  an  hour  I  went  back  to  my  house  and  there  was  no  one  there.  I  then  went 
over  to  where  my  sou  lived  and  got  a  pistol  that  he  had. 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  else  about  tho  house  besides  yourself  and  those  two 
colored  men  f  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  my  wife,  children,  and  my  father.  They  said  they  loft  as  soon  as 
Ileft. 

Question.  That  is,  that  the  Ku-Klux  leftf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  family  said  so. 

Question,  Did  they  tell  yon  how  many  of  them  they  saw  f 

Answer.  They  could  not  tell ;  it  was  a  tolerably  dark  night,  the  moon  did  not  shine. 

Question,  Did  they  seeni  to  have  any  idea  how  many  there  were  of  them  t        ~^ 
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Answer,  Tbey  said  they  thoaght  there  were  some  ten  or  fifteen  of  them ;  they  eaid 
nothing  to  any  of  the  family. 

QuestUm,  How  did  they  get  into  the  house  f 

Answer,  They  just  openSi  the  door;  the  kitchen  door  was  not  fastened,  only  pushed 
to ;  it  was  a  double-log  house,  and  they  pushed  the  door  open  and  just  came  right 
through. 

Question,  Did  the  colored  man  come  back  that  the  three  took  after  f 

Answer,  He  came  back  after  a  little,  alter  I  did  the  next  morning  ;  ho  and  the  other 
one  got  together  by  some  means,  and  went  down  into  the  swamp. 

Question,  Did  the  Eu-Klux  catch  them  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know,  or  do  you  have  any  reason  to  believe,  who  any  of  them 
weret 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not ;  if  I  had,  I  should  have  tried  to  have  done  something  with 
them ;  I  could  form  no  reason  why  they  should  come ;  I  did  not  think  I  had  enemies 
enough  to  do  it. 

Question,  Did  you  see  enough  of  them  to  know  whether  they  were  disguised  or  notf 

AiisUftr,  1  saw  enough  to  know  that  they  looked  like  negroes ;  wheu  they  strnck  a 
match  I  saw  that  their  faces  either  had  something  black  on  them,  or  something  black 
over  their  faces ;  it  was  a  quick  thing,  for  the  match  soon  went  out. 

Question.  You  say  their  faces  were  either  black  or  covered  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  blacked,  or  had  something  over  them  ;  the  four  I  saw 
were  pretty  much  alike ;  if  there  was  any  difference  I  could  not  tell  it. 

Question,  Have  you  any  reason  to  know,  or  suspect,  what  their  object  was  in  coming 
there  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not ;  it  w&  said  they  came  there  to  get  some  pistols  from  the 
negroes. 

Question,  Did  your  negroes  have  pistols  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  thev  took  hold  of  you  did  they  give  any  intimation  what  they  were 
going  to  do  with  you  T 

Answer,  All  they  said  aa  they  went  out  of  the  door  was,  one  of  them  said,  "  I  reckon 
vou  will  not  abuse  an  orphan  child  again.''  I  had  had  an  orphan  boy  hired ;  he  was  a 
Dad  boy  and  would  not  work,  and  his  mother  told  me  that  if  he  did  not  work  to  whip 
him  and  make  him  do  it ;  the  neighbors  thera  will  tell  you  that  I  was  too  easy  with 
him ;  he  quit  work,  and  I  then  whipped  him  one  day ;  I  gave  him  two  or  three  li^a. 

Question.  How  old  was  the  boy  f 

Answer,  He  was  about  thirteen  years  old. 

By  Mr.  Scopield  : 
Question,  Was  he  a  white  boy  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  plow-boy. 

By  the  Chairman  :  '  • 

Question,  Did  you  whip  him  any  more  than  a  parent  would  whip  a  child  t 

Answer,  Not  so  much  as  I  would  whip  my  own  child ;  his  father  had  lived  with  me 
before  he  died ;  I  had  a  feeling  for  him  because  he  had  no  father. 

Question.  Did  the  men  who  came  there  talk  like  negroes  f 

Answer,  They  did  not  s^eak  in  a  right  manner  or  language. 

Question,  They  spoke  with  a  false  vbice  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  there  was  very  little  said:  it  was  all  done  in  a  quick  time,  and  I 
was  away  from  them  in  a  minute  or  two ;  if  I  had  staid  with  them,  probably  I  might 
have  found  out  more  than  I  did ;  I  have  wished  since  that  I  had  staid  with  them 
but  maybe  it  was  better  as  it  was. 

Question.  Was  this  orphan  boy  still  living  with  you  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  had  gone. 

Question.  Where  had  his  father  died  ?  , 

Ansicer,  In  the  army. 

Question,  In  which  army  f 

Answer,  In  the  rebel  army. 

Question,  Is  it  understoorl  that  the  Ku-Klux  are  pretty  strong  in  your  county,  or  is  it 
supposed  there  &tq  only  a  few  of  them  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  much  about  them  in  my  settlement ;  I  have  heard  ri^t 
smart  of  them  off  at  a  distance. 

Question,  In  other  parts  of  the  county! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  people  are  afraid  to  say  much  about  them,  to  giro 
testimony  against  them f  "     f^^^^jo 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  rather  my  opinion  they  are.  uigitized  by  VjUU^  IL 
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QueaUon.  Do  they  thiok  it  would  be  nnsafe  for  them  to  do  so,  that  they  woiJd  be 
injured  if  they  did  so  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Question,  How  long  have  yon  heard  of  them  about  in  that  county ;  how  long  since 
yon  first  heard  of  them  f 

Answer,  In  the  county  f 

Question,  Yes. 

Ansujer,  Well,  I  do  not  exactly  recollect  how  long  it  has  been  since  I  paid  any  atten- 
tion to  them.  I  do  not  know  when  it  was  I  first  heard  of  their  doing  anythiag.  As 
nigh  as  I>can  recollect,  I  reckon  it  is  better  than  a  year  since  I  heard  of  them ;  but  I 
do  not  now  recollect  where  the  first  was  that  I  heard  there  had  been  anything  done  by 
them. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question,  This  was  the  only  occasion  that  you  ever  saw  these  people  at  all  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  first  and  the  last  time. 

Question,  When  was  it  t 

Anstoer,  I  think  it  was  about  the  27th  of  July. 

Q^estion,  1  understood  you  to  say  that  you  believed  their  object  was  to  get  pistols 
from  the  two  negroes  who  were  in  your  house  f 

Anstoer,  1  rather  think  it  was. 

Question.  The  only  remark  made  to  you  that  would  indicate  anything  else  was  some- 
thing about  you  abusing  an  orphan  boy  ? 

Answer,  1  have  said  wLat  the  words  were ;  it  was  something  about  that. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  25, 1871. 

C.  C.  HUGHES  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  State  what  is  your  age,  where  you  were  bom,  and  where  you  now  live. 

Answer.  1  am  tfventy-seven  years  of  age ;  I  was  born  in  Cherokee  County,  Georgia, 
and  I  live  at  this  time  in  Haralson  County  when  I  am  at  home. 

Question,  When  did  you  come  here  from  Haraldon  County  f 

Answer,  1  came  last  Monday  ui^ht  was  a  week  ago.  ^ 

Question,  Are  there  any  people  in  your  county  that  are  known  as  Eu-Klux  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  Are  there  many  of  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir^  I  think  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  them,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  seen  them ;  and,  if  so,  how  often  f 

Answer.  I  have  seen  them  once ;  they  were  at  my  house. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  f 

Anstoer.  I  think  there  were  about  twelve  of  them.  They  came  into  my  houscT  last 
May,  the  7th  day  of  May ;  early  in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  before  day.  They  took  me 
from  my  house  and  abused  me. 

Question.  How  did  they  come  into  your  house  f 

Answer.  They  broke  into  the  house ;  two  or  three  came  to  the  door  and  pushed  the 
door  open  and  came  into  the  house.  Thev  took  me  from  the  house  and  carried  me  ofl; 
about  mt^'^ards,  and  made  me  lie  down  flat  on  the  ground,  and  whipped  me.  I  have 
here  the  hickories  to  show  what  they  abused  me  with.  While  they  were  engaged  in 
abusing  me,  mj  wife  ran  to  me  aud  got  over  me  like,  but  they  jerked  her  awaj,  and 
one  of  them  said,  "Give  her  a  little  if  she  don't  get  out  of  the  way."  They  "hit  her 
upon  the  hands,  and  then  afterward  held  her  away  until  they  got  through  beat- 
ing me. 

Question,  Did  they  strip  you  f 

Ansu)er,  1  had  only  my  night-clothes  on. 

Question.  How  many  blows  do  you  suppose  they  struck  you  f 

Ansufer.  I  have  no  idea  how  maui^ ;  I  cannot  tell  you  how  many. 

Question.  You  could  tell  whether  it  was  ten  or  a  hundred? 

Answer,  I  expect  it  was  a  hundred,  if  not  more.  They  made  me  lie  flat  on  the  earth, 
and  there  were  two  whipping  me  crossways  like,  and  one  lengthways.  I  was  hurt 
the  worst  upon  the  shoulders.  I  have  here  the  hickories  that  they  used,  if  you  wish 
to  see  them. 

Question,  Let  us  see  them. 

Answer,  [The  witness  took  from  a  carpet-bag  some  hickory  sticks.]  "this  breaking 
of  the  sticks  was  done  by  me,  so  that  I  might  get  them  into  this  satcheL  All  three  of 
these  were  used  at  the  same  time.  ^ 
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QMe$H<m,  I  notice  the  etidt  of  these  eticks  are  broken ;  did  joa  find  them  btoken  in 
that  way  f 

Aimccr.  Yi%  8ir ;  all  frnzzded  like  that,  Jast  as  they  ore  here. 

Question,  The  fresh  breaks  were  mode  by  yoti  f 

Answer.  Yes  sir.  [The  sticks  were  from  eight  to  ten  feet  long,  and  at  the  hirgerend 
about  as  thick  OS  a  man's  thumb.] 

Question.  Wore  they  disguise<l  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  lu  what  way  t 

Answer.  They  hod  somothing  over  their  bodies  similar  to  ii^wns.  I  have  »  cap  h«« 
with  me  that  was  fouud  there.  Tliis  is  it,  [showing  a  covering  for  the  head,  made  of 
calico.]  There  was  a  stick  placed  in  the  hind  part  of  this  cap  iu  order  to  make  it 
stand  up  straight.  And  there  are  holes  here,  as  you  can  see,  for  the  eyes,  month,  sad 
nose,  marked  with  sunie  red  stuff. 

Question.  Where  did  yon  find  that  f 

Ansirer,  On  the  spot  where  tney  abused  me. 

Question.  How  far  did  they  take  you  from  the  house  ? 

Answer.  About  fifty  yanls  I  think  ;  maybe  not  quite  so  far. 

Question.  Were  you  in  bed  when  they  came  to  the  house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  get  up  out  of  bed  voluntarily,  or  did  they  pnll  yon  owt  of  bed  f 

Answer.  They  told  mo  iu  the  first  place  to  get  up  and  make  a  light.  1  did  neii  nb- 
trust  they  were  going  to  boat  me.    When  I  got  up  tliev  took  me  from  the  hoose^ 

Question.  You  did  not  open  the  door  and  let  them  in  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  two  of  them  broke  the  door  open  and  oame  into  the  house. 

Question,  Then  you  got  np  to  make  a  light  f 

Answer.  I  think  1  was  about  on  the  floor  when  they  broke  the  door  open. 

Question.  Have  you  children  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  f 

Answer.  Two;  I  have  but  one  now;  one  has  died. 

Question.  Where  were  your  children  t 

Answer.  My  first  child  was  dead  when  they  came.  There  was  hot  one  there  at  the 
time,  and  it  was  iu  beil. 

Question.  Did  they  strike  your  wife,  exeept  the  one  blow  oit  the  hand  f 

Answer.  That  was  all. 

Question.  You  say  that  she  attempted  to  cover  you  from  the  blows  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  those  men  f 

Answer.  1  am  Hdtisfied  in  my  own  mind  about  some  of  them,  but  aa  to  swearing  point- 
blank  to  them,  I  cannot,  for  their  faces  were  all  covered  up. 

Question.  Were  they  all  disguised  iu  that  way  f 

Answer.  Some  of  them  had  sticks  in  their  head  ooverins  so  that  it  wonld  stand  up, 
an^  some  had  not,  and  the  covering  would  hang  down  behind.  They  all  ha4  their 
foces  covered  up  with  the  exception  of  the  holes. 

Question.  Did  they  give  any  reason  for  treating  yon  in  this  way  t 

Answer.  Just  after  they  left  my  house  they  askeil  if  I  hail  not  beem  steiUiniC'-jast  ia 
that  Vvay.  I  very  plainly  told  them  that  I  did  not  do  the  like,  and  I  eaa  bring  my 
character  from  U13'  neighborhood  how  I  live,  &c 

Question,  Do  yon  know,  or  are  yon  satisfied  what  the  reasoa  was  that  they  mistr«aled 
you  in  that  way  f 

Answer.  1  have  understood  since  that  it  was  on  aocennt  of  my  politics. 

Question.  What  are  your  politics  f 

Answer.  I  have  always  been  a  republican. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  iu  that  part  of  the  country  toward  republicans  f 

Anstoer.  Well,  it  is  pretty  bad. 

Question.  Are  they  treated  with  common  respect  and  civility  in  passing  and  repaae- 

ingf 

Anstcer.  Well,  tolerably  ;  but  they  don't  like  the  idea  of  them,  and  a  great  UMMiy  an 
treated  with  contempt  on  that  acoonnt. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  was  the  understanding  in  regard  to  the  number  of  Ko- 
Klux  in  your  county  T 

Answer..  1  stated  that  I  tbonp^t  there  was  a  considerable  number  in  that  county. 

Question.  Are  they  understood  to  be  organized  and  to  have  oaths  and  mgne  and  gripe 
and  pass- words  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  is  the  nnderstanding  with  those  who  do  not  beloag  to 
them ;  I  think  it  is  the  understanding  with  all  that  there  is  such  m  thing  aa  ^a  orgaai- 
cation  in  that  county.' 

QttaBtfcm.  To  which  political  party  is  it  supposed  the  members  of  that  oiganiaatiOB 
belongT  •  ^ 
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Aiwwer.  To  tl;^e  democmtic  party. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  heard  of  any  repnblicans  belonging:  to  the  Ka-Kluxf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  them  turning  over,  bat  I  do  upt  know  it  to  be  60. 

Question.  Why  did  those  republicans  Join  them  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  that  is  a  question  I  cannot  answer ;  I  do  not  know  it  tu  be  so, 
bnt  Mich  things  are  talked  about. 

Question.  You  have 'heard  that  rumored  f 

Ansficcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  which  party  do  those  belong  who  are  opposed  to  the  Ku-Klns  ? 

Answer.'  They  generally  belong  to  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  the  Ku-Klux  at  any  other  time  except  when  they  whipped 
yon  t 

Answer  J  No.  sir ;  none  in  disgnise. 

^tiesfioit.  Had  you  heard  of  tuem  previously  f  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  before  f 

Answer.  About  three  months,  I  reckon. 

Question.  What  did  you  he^ir  they  had  been  doing  f  • 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  supfioseti  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  Kn-Kliixism  that  had 
come  into  the  settlement ;  and  it  was  said  that  they  hold  their  meetings  u<it  fur  fmm 
where  I  lived.  ti\o  not  know  that ;  it  was  just  a  settlement  report.  I  did  not  make 
any  inquiry  into  it,  for  I  di<l  not  think  unich  of  it  until  they  came  to  my  house.  I  have 
siuce  tiied  to  find  onfall  about  it  I  could,  hut  I  have  not  found  out  a  great  deaL 

Question.  Have  they  been  around  the  country  there  since! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  have  they  been  doingt 

Answer.  Abnsing  people,  and  taking  their  gnns  away  from  them. 

Questian.  Abusing  them  in  what  way? 

Answer.  Mauling  them  with  hickories,  and  sticks,  ^c. 

Question.  Have  they  abused  any  women  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  1  have  not  heard  of  any  white  women  being  abused  by  tbem. 

Question.  Have  they  abused  any  white  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Question.  When  you  say  that  all  the  people  who  have  been  abnscd  by  them  in  this 
way  are  repnblicans,  do  you.  mean  by  that  that  yon  know  personally  the  politics  of  all 
those  who  nave  been  so  abnsed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  them  all  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  satistied  what  th€»y  are  in  my  ooanty ;  that  they  are  all  of 
republican  principles. 

Question.  Are  there  any  such  things  as  illicit  stills  in  yonr  county  t 

Answer.  I  think  so;  that  is  one  thing  I  do  not  pay  much  attention  to;  I  do  not  have 
anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question,  You  know  thei-e  are  such  things  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  are  such  things  about  in  that  country. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  these  Ku-Klax  bands  are  gotten  up  to  prevent  people 
from  reporting  upon  those  illicit  stills! 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  knowing  to  that;  but  Icon  tell  one  thing  :  this  klan  that 
came  to  my  house  tbat  night  went  to  a  still-house  in  that  settlement  the  fore  part  of  . 
the  night.    Persons  told  me  this,  that  that  crowd  went  to  a  still-house  and  got  whisky 
before  they  came  to  my  house. 

Question.  That  still  was  running  unlawfully,  without  paying  a  tax! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  they  went  there  and  got  whisky  before  they  came  to  your  house  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  came  ri^t  ou  toward  my  house  from  there. 

Question.  You  said  that  nothing  was  said  to  you  at  the  time  of  this  outrage  upon  yon, 
except  that  they  asked  you  something  about  your  stealing  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  Jtist  asked  me  the  question  ;  they  did  not  accose  me. 

Question.  After  they  had  abused  you  so,  they  holloaed  back  that  question  to  yoa  as 
they  left,  or  wos  it  before!  - 

Answer.  It  was  before.    I  told  them  I  did  not,  of  course. 

Qwation,  You  were  asked  by  the  Chairman  whether  yon  had  learned  since  tba  reaaon 
-why  they  abused  you  so  ! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  asked  me  that  question. 

Question.  And  yon  said  that  you  had  learned  their  reason  for  abasing  yon  ! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  my  political  principles.  C^n%r^ri]o 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  learn  that!  '^^^"^  by  >^UU5^  IL 

Answer.  Well,  my  own  brother  got  hold  of  it  somehow  or  another  at  Bnchanan,  tbe 
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couDty  seat ;  he  heard  that  that  was  the  cause  of  their  abusing  me,  because  I  did  not 
vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Qu^Hon,  How  did  Ije  get  hold  of  that  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know :  I  did  not  ask  him.    He  got  hold  of  it  some  way. 

QtLestion.  Your  reason  tor  saying  that  is  a  rumor  that  yon  cannot  trace  to  any  par- 
ticular person  f 

Antwer,  I  suppose  I  could  if  I  was  a  mind  to  try. 

Question.  Have  you  done  it  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Are  yon  able  to  state  it  upon  any  stiihiger  grounds  than  you  have  stated 
already! 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  ^n  regard  to  similar  cases  of  outrages  upon  other  people  in  your  settlement, 
have  you  any  peraonal  knowledge  of  them,  or  do  you  state  what  you  have  stated  hero 
merely  upon  information  and  rumor  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  outside  of  my  own  case. 

QvLestion,  And  that  single  case  is  the  only  time  you  ever  saw  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,* sir. 

Question,  That  is  the  only  case  of  which  you  have  anf  personal  knowledge  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QueeOon,  And  all  the  other  cases  you  speak  of  are  known  to  you  by  rumor  only  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 
Question.  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  here  about  this  trouble  t 
Answer*  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  given  the  names  of  those  men  so  far  as  yon  know  them  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  gave  some  names  of  the  crowd. 
Question,  All  that  you  knew  t 
Ansxoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  it  that  you  were  before  the  grand  jury  t 
Answer,  I  forget  what  day  it  was — one  day  last  week. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question,  Before  the  United  States  grand  jury  heref 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  any  arrests  mad^by  the  marshal  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qu^tion,  You  say  you  are  unable  to  identify  any  of  those  men,  they  were  so  dis- 
guised, but  that  you  had  suspicions  who  they  were  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  unable  to  identify  any  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  have  been  asked  as  to  your  knowledge  of  these  things  of  wMq^  yoa 
have  spoken.    Did  you  ever  see  a  man  called  General  Grant  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  your  personal  knowledge  that  any  such  man  as  he  is 
the  President  ot  the  United  States  f 

Answer,  Certainly  I  have  knowledge  of  his  being  President  of  the  United  States. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  seen  him  personally  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  You  know  it  from  rumor  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  ought  to. 

Question,  You  know  it  from  information  that  you  believe  to  be  reliable  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  regard  to  what  you  have  told  us  concerning  Kh-KIux  operations  outr 
side  of  your  own  particular  case,  and  the  reason  why  they  mistreat^  you  in  that  way. 
do  ^ou  know  that  from  information  that  you  believe,  as  you  believe  other  things  of 
which  you  have  information  f 

Answer,  Certainly,  I  do. 

Question.  You  have  been  asked  in  regard  to  distilling.  Had  you  interfered  in  any 
way  with  those  distilleries,  or  made  any  threats  about  them  in  any  way,  or  done  any- 
thing in  regard  to  them  f 

Answer,  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees: 
Qtiestion,  Do  you  know  where  this  man  General  Grant  lives  t 
Answer,  Just  from  rumor.  ^  I 

Question,  Where  does  rumor  say  he  lives  f  Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 

Answer,  When  he  is  at  home  he  is  in  Illinois.  ^ 

Question,  Where  does  he  live  while  he  is  President  f 
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Answer,  In  Washington. 

Question,  Does  rumor  Bay  that  he  stays  there  or  iu  other  places  most  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  made  any  diligent  inquiry  ahout  the  like  of 
that. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  hcen  in  Washington  this  summer  f 
Answer,  I  rccKon  he  has ;  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  never  made  any  inquiries  ahout  it. 
Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  any  rumors  upon  that  snhject  T 
Ansioer,  No,  sir ;  I  live  in  a  backwoods  country. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  This  property  you  have  brought  here  you  will  leave  with  our  clerk,  who 
wiU  take  charge  of  it.  \ye  want  to.  take  it  to  Washington  and  let  them  see  what 
things  have  been  used  out  here. 

Answer,  These  hickories  and  this  disguise  ? 

Question,  Yes.  § 

Answer,  Well,  you  are  perfectly  welcome  to  them. 


s 
Atlanta,  Georgu,  October  25, 1871. 

SOLOMON  WOOD  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  State  your  age,  where  you  were  bom,  where  you  now  live,  and  what  is 
your  occupation. 

Answer,  If  I  live  to  see  the  11th  day  of  next  May,  I  will  be  fifty-nine  years  old ;  I 
was  bom  in  South  Carolina ;  I  now  live  in  Haralson  County,  Georgia  ;  I  am  a  farmer. 

Question,  Are  there  any  such  people  in  your  county  as  are  commonly  called  Ku-Kluxf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  would  suppose  there  were ;  tney  have  passed  my  house  several 
times. 

Question,  How  many  times  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  recollect.  I  can  hear  them  riding  by  there  very  often  Just  before 
day,  a  great  many  of  them ;  we  suppose  them  to  be  the  Ku-Klux.  Those  that  came  to 
my  house  I  knew ;  they  were  not  disguised. 

Question,  When  did  they  come  there  f 

Answer,  On  the  30th  day  of  July,  betweeen  10  and  11  o'clock  at  night.  There  were 
but  two  of  them  that  I  saw,  ' 

Question,  Tell  us  what  they  did. 

Answer.  They  came  there  and  hollered.  They  altered  their  voices,  as  Ku-Klux  gener- 
ally do,  or  as  people  say  they  do.  They  kept  hollering,  but  my  wife  did  not  want  me 
to  get  up.  I  have  got  a  house  full  of  children ;  I  have  nine  little  children  ;  I  have  been 
married  the  second  time.  My  wife  was  scared  nearly  to  death ;  she  kept  at  me  not  to 
get  up.  They  swore  they  would  raise  me  anyhow.  They  came  at  the  door.  I  opened 
the  door,  and  a  man  stood  there  within  six  feet  of  me  with  a  pistol.  I  wanted  to  put 
on  my  clothes,  but  he  said^  **  Come  out  here,  or  I  will  put  a  bullet  through  you."  I  had 
no  weapons  and  I  was  obliged  to  go.  He  commenced  shooting  at  the  house ;  he  fired 
four  bullets  at  the  house;  three  went  into  the  walls  of  the  house,  and  one  went  into 
the  house  where  my  wife  and  children  were.  Those  four  bullets  were  all  that  he  had 
in  his  pistol.  I  went  up  to  him  and  took  him  bv  the  shoulder  and  shook  him  and  said, 
''  I  know  you."  He  hushed  up  cursing  then.  1  hey  commenced  to  curse  me  for  a  radi- 
cal, and  then  said,  "  Why  don't  Joe  tear  the  house  down?"  They  then  went  oflf.  I  do 
not  live  far  from  the  man ;  I  rent  land  from  him.  I  heard  them  the  next  morning  close 
to  my  house  and  1  saw  them ;  they  did  not  have  their  horses  with  them.  I  thought 
they  were  men  of  the  same  brand.  I  put  on  my  shoes  as  quick  as  I  could  and  went 
after  them.  Just  as  I  got  there  they  ha<d  caught  their  horses  and  were  saddling  them. 
I  said,  "  I  found  out  one  of  you  last  night,  and  I  come  here  now  to  find  out  the  other.'' 
They  made  out  that  they  supposed  I  knew  both  of  them  the  night  before. 

Question,  Was  it  trae  that  you  were  a  radical  f  ^ 

Answer,  Certainly,  I  always  supported  radical  principles. 

4>tfe«(um.  Were  those  men  radicals  t 

Answer,  No, sir;  they  were  not. 

Question,  What  were  they  f 

Answer,  They  were  democrats. 

Question,  Had  they  been  in  either  army  during  the  war  f 

Answer,  They  said  they  had. 

Question,  In  which  army  f  (^  ] 

Answer,  Jn  the  southern  army.  Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 

Qttestion,  How  old  were  they  ? 
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Answer.  Ono  of  them  is  a  young  man ;  neither  of  them  is  more  than  tbirty-fire  or 
forty  years  old,  1  reckon. 

QueaiiotL  Had  yon  heard  of  the  Ku-KIux  riding  about  there  before  that  timet 

Antnccr,  Yes,  sir,  frequently ;  the  public  road  is  not  more  than  twenty  steps  from  my 
door. 

Qi(f«/tON.  Have  yon  heard  them  since? 

Avsxnr.  Yes,  sir ;  they  passed  there  since,  and  went  on  to  one  of  any  neigfaboiB  and 
abused  him  a  great  deal ;  they  ^un  him  oil',  and  he  is  here  now. 

Qvcation,  What  is  his  naniet 

Anmcr,  Mr.  Addition.    He  lives  a  near  neighbor  to  me.    They  took  him  out  in  t^, 
day-time  and  shot  at  him  and  run  him  off  from  his  own  home. 

QmBlion,  H<>w  long  have  you  heard  of  these  peophs  called  the  Ku-Kiux  in  yair 
neigh  boi  hood  t 

Atmvcr,  1  have  been  hearing  of  them  a  good  long  time,  but  I  never  knew  of  their 
being  in  my  settlement  until  last  spring.  I  he^rd  of  their  filling  men  in  other  places ; 
and  one  was  killed  not  far  irora  where  1  lived. 

Question,  Who  was  he  t 

Answer,  John  Walthall. 

QueHlion,  How  far  fnmi  where  you  lived? 

Anstccr,  Abont  iivo  or  six  miles.  And  they  beat  some,  not  more  than  three  miles 
from  where  I  lived,  almost  to  death.  The  black  people  are  settled  along  on  the 
top  of  the  mountain  ;  they  malce  raids  in  there,  and  beat  them  up  mightily,  fhej'  tell 
me  that  they  come  there  at  nights  in  gangs  of  twenty  or  tliirty.  i  should  8up]Kifle 
there  were  that  maiiy  who  come  by  my  house  at  times,  by  the  way  they  make  a  uoise. 
I  am  deaf  on  one^side  of  my  head,  in  consequence  of  a  limb  of  u  tree  falling  ou  my 
head.  ^ 

Qucaiion,  What  is  it  understood  they  are  beating  and  abusing  people  for? 

Anstocr,  Well,  one  thing  is  they  do  not  want  them  to  vote.  vVheu  the  election  iraa 
held  there  for  a  member  of  the  legislature  there  was  n  tie,  and  they  hud  to  run  the 
electi(m  over  again.  They  did  not  want  a  member  of  the  radical  party  elected,  and 
they  beat  and  abused  these  people  to  keep  them  from  going  to  the  election.  They 
threatened  to  kill  some  of  the  black  i)eople  if  they  voted;  and  in  fact  some  white  men 
were  afraid  to  vote,  for  fear  these  people  would  kill  them. 

Question,  When  was  that  election  held  f 

Answer,  It  has  just  passed  ;  it  was  held  on  the  fourth  day  of  this  month. 

Question,  Is  it  understood  that  they  have  been  riding  about  this  summer  and  abnsiag 
republicans  to  prevent  them  from  voting  t  ' 

Answer,  f  hat  is  about  what  they  did  it  for. 

Question,  You  say  the  election  before  resulted  in  a  tief 

Ansietr,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  did  this  last  election  go;  which  party  succeeded  f 

Anstver.  The  democratic  party  succeeded,  I  think,  by  forty-five  votes.  There  is  a  man 
here  that  can  tell  you  more  about  that  than  I  can;  he  is  a  smarter  man  on  this  botf- 
neee,  and  lives  in  Buchanan.  His  name  is  Mr.  Gentry,  and  he  will  be  in  here  dirtfMly. 
I  expect,  when  you  get  ready  for  him.  Ho  is  here,  I  know,  for  he  is  the  one  WM 
brought  me  here.    We  are  now  all  afraid  to  go  home. 

Question,  What  are  you  aiVaid  off 

Answer.  We  are  afraid  that  they  will  kill  us. 

Question,  Whyf 

Antftcer,  Because  they  know  that  we  have  come  here.  I  was  summoned  and  bro^^ 
here.  I  know  that  the  whole  crowd  who  are  with  me  are  afraid  they  will  be  ki£d. 
They  threatened  that  if  anybody  ever  rej)orted  on  them  they  would  kill  him. 

By  Mr.  Bayaiid  : 
Question,  Yon  say  you  have  heard  bands  of  men  riding  by  your  honsef 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  look  out  and  see  themf 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  I  never  did ;  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  was  afraid  of  them;  I  did  not 
want  to  see  them. 
Question   You  say  yon  havo^heard  the  sound  of  horses'  feet  going  by  in  the  momiqgt 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  never  saw  any  disguised  men  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Two  men  came  to  your  house  without  disguises? 
Anstber,  Yes.  sir. 
Question,  Who  were  they  ? 
Answer,  Lewis  Pope  and  Newton  McClung. 
Question,  Did  yon  go  before  the  grand  jury  here? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  have  been  here  all  the  time ;  they  will  not  allow  me  tn  go  hoan 
Question,  Yon  were  here  to  testify  against  these  men  for  this  outrage  on  yoaf 
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An9wer,  That  is  jnst  what  they  brought  me  here  for,  they  said. 

Question.  Yon  testified  to  all  this  before  the  grand  jury  in  the  court-house  herof 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sb. 

Question.  That  was  last  week  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

ByMr.  Lansino: 
Question,  Do  you  know  whether  McClnng  and  Pope  were  indicted  f 
Answer.  No,  sir:  they  were  not. 
Question.  They  have  been  discharged  f 
Answer.  They  were  not  indicted  there. 
Question.  Have  they  been  indicted  heret 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 
Question.  Are  they  under  arrest  f 
Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question,  Do  you  know  whether  indictments  were  found  against  them  on  your  testi- 
mony? 
Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know;  I  never  knew  what  they  did  here  at  all. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  25, 1871. 

JOSEPH  ADDISON  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  where  do  you  live,  and  what  is 
your  present  occupation  f 

Answer,  lam  about  twenty-four  years  oldj  I  was  bom  in  Muscogee  County,  and 
now  live  in  Haralson  County ;  I  have  been  living  there  ever  since  I  was  a  little  bit  of 
a  boy ;  I  am  a  farmer. 

Quemon.  During  the  war  which  side  were  you  on? 

Answer.  I  never  fought  a  day  in  the  rebel  army ;  I  was  not  in  it  at  all. 

Question.  Which  side  wore  your  feelings  on  ? 

Answer.  My  feeliucs  were  on  the  side  of  what  you  call  the  radical  party  now. 

Question.  What  did  they  call  it  then  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  what  you  call  a  Union  man  then. 

Question.  Were  your  opinions  well  known  ? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir ;  I  reckon  I  am  well  known.        • 

Question.  Have  you  seen  any  people,  or  do  you  know  of  any,  in  your  county,  called 
Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  Tell  us  what  you  know  about  them. 

Anstv^.  Do  you  want  me  to  state  just  about  all  how  they  did  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  will  teU  you  how  they  did  mo.  They  came  on  a  neighbor  of  mine,  a  broth- 
er-in-law, who  lived  right  closer  to  me.  They  took  both  him  and  his  son  out.  and 
whipped  them.  They  sent  me  word  to  leave  where  I  was  living.  1  said  I  should  not 
do  it.  They  said  that  if  I  did  not  leave  they  allowed  to  shoot  me.  I  laid  out  then 
about  three  weeks.  I  then  went  into  the  house  and  laid  there,  I  believe,  two  nights. 
The  third  ni^ht  they  came  on  to  me,  and  took  me  out  and  hit  me  some  ten  or  twelve 
licks  with  a  hickory.  They  then  told  me  they  would  give  me  ten  days  to  get  away  in. 
I  begged  them  to  let  me  stay  until  I  had  made  my  crop :  they  said  I  should  not  do  it. 
Three  or  four  of  them  kept  saying,  **  He  is  not  going."  I  said,  "  If  I  am  obliged  to  ^o, 
I  will  go."  They  said,  "  You  would  rather  go  than  to  die,  wouldn't  you  ?"  I  said, 
"  Yes,  I  would  rather  do  any  thine  than  to  die/'  They  just  went  off  and  left  me  there. 
That  was  in  the  last  of  March,  the  first  time  they  came  on  me.  I  laid  out  then,  and 
the  next  time  they  came  on  mo  was  the  last  day  in  May,  on  a  dark  rainy  evening, 
about  a  half  an  hour  by  sun.  I  had  been  to  the  store  to  sell  some  wheat  and  com,  so 
as  to  get  some  little  thmgs  I  wanted.  I  did  not  sell  it,  but  brought  it  back  home.  I 
got  back,  I  reckon,  about  2  or  3  o'clock  in  the  evening.  My  wife  had  been  hoeing  cot- 
ton, and  asked  mo  if  I  wanted  dinner ;  she  said  there  was  cold  victuals  enougn  for 
dinner.  I  ate  a  cold  snack  ;  wo  then  went  on  and  hoed  until  it  came  up  to  rain.  I 
hoed  out  the  row  we  were  on,  and  she  went  to  milk  the  cow.  I  then  took  the  wheat 
into  the  house,  and  backed  the  wagon  up  under  the  eaves  of  the  crib.  My  wife  then 
got  supper,  and  I  went  in  and  sat  down  to  supper.  I  got  aboui;  half  done  eating  when 
one  of  the  dogs  broke  out  barking  powerfully.  I  said, "  What  is  that  dog  barking  at  ?" 
My  wife  looked  out  and  eaid,  **  Lord  have  mercy  I  Joe,  it  is  the  Ku-Klux."    I  jumped  out 

36  G 
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of  the  door  and  ran.  One  of  them  waa  right  in  the  hack  yard,  and  he  jahbed  the  top 
of  his  six-shooter  almost  against  my  head,  and  said,  ^'  Halt !  Qod  damn  yon.'^  I  s^, 
"  I  will  give  up."  I  asked  them  what  they  were  doing  that  for ;  they  said  that  I  had 
been  stealing.  I  said,  "  You  men  here  know  I  have  not."  They  said,  **  We  gave  yoa 
time  once  to  get;  away,  and,  God  damn  you,  you  have  not  gone ;  now,  God  damn  yoa, 
you  shall  not  go,  for  we  allow  to  kill  you."  1  said,  <'If  you  do  not  abuse  mo  or  whip 
me,  I  will  go  the  next  morning."  They  said  they  would  not  abuse  me  or  whip  me,  but 
they  would  kill  me.  I  said,  "Let  me  go  and  see  my  wife  and  children."  Tliey  said, 
"  No,  God  damn  you."  I  turned  away  from  the  man ;  he  Jammed  his  pistol  in  my  lace, 
and  said,  "God  damn  yon,  go  on,  or  I  will  kill  yon."  They  took  me  about  eighty  or 
ninety  yards  from  there  into  a  little  thicket.  The  man  on  my  right  was  a  higb,^tiU 
man ;  the  one  on  my  left  wa^  a  low,  chunky  Mlow.  The  man  on  my  right  stepped 
back,  and  said  to  the  little  fellow  on  my  left,  "  Old  man,  we  have  got  him  hero  now ; 
do  as  you  please  with  him."  There  were  some  little  hickories  near  him ;  he  looked 
at  them,  but  did  not  take  them.  They  were  all  standing  ri^ht  around  me  with  tiieir 
guns  pointing  at  me.  Just  as  he  turned  around,  I  wheeled  and  run ;  bu  t  before  I  had  nm 
ten  yards  I  heard  a  half  a  dozen  caps  bursted  at  me.  Just  as  I  made  a  turn  to  go  behind 
some  builduigs  and  little  bushes,  I  heard  two  guns  fired.  I  must  have  gone  seventy 
or  eighty  yards,  and  then  I  heard  what  I  thought  was  a  pistol  fired.  I  heard  a  buDet 
hit  a  tree.  I  run  on  eight  or  ten  steps  further,  and  then  I  heard  a  bullet  hit  a  tree  just 
before  me.  Every  one  of  them  took  after  me,  and  run  me  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  ysods. 
I  ran  down  a  little  bluff  and  ran  across  a  branch*  When  I  got  across  there,  I  cotud  not 
run  any  further,  for  my  shoes  were  all  muddy.  I  cut  the  storings  of  my  old  shoes,  and 
left  them  there.  I  stopped  to  listen,  but  I  never  6^w  anything  more  of  them.  I  then 
went  around  and  climbed  np  on  the  fence,  and  sat  there  and  watched  until  dark.  I 
then  went  to  the  house  and  got  some  diy  clothes,  and  then  went  back  where  1  had 
fixed  a  place  in  the  woods  to  sloep  in,  and  went  to  bed.  That  was  the  last  I  heard  of 
them  that  night.  They  came  back  Sunday  night  before  court  commenced  on  Monday, 
in  Haralson  County.  My  wife  would  not  stay,  there  by  herself,  but  went  to  her  sister- 
in-law's,  Milton  Powell's  wife.  They  came  in  on  them  on  Sunday  nish^  or  aboot  two 
hours  and  a  half  before  day  Monday  morning.  They  abused  her  ana  cursed  her  pow- 
erfully, and  tried  to  make  her  tell  where  I  was.  They  said  that  if  she  did  not  teil 
them  they«  would  shoot  her  God-damned  brains  out.  I  was  laying  out  close  by  there, 
and  I  stood  there  and  heard  them.  They  shot  five  or  six  shots  in  the  yard ;  some  of 
them  said  they  shot  into  the  house.  They  scared  my  wife  and  sister-in-law  so  bad  that 
they  took  the  children  and  went  into  the  woods  and  staid  there  all  night.  That  was 
.the  last  time  they  were  there. 

Question,  In  what  month  was  that  ? 

Anstoer.  It  was  last  month,  I  believe.  It  was  Monday  morning  about  two  horns  and 
a  half  before  day.  They  then  told  my  wife  that  if  they  ever  caught  her  or  Hiljlion 
Powell's  wife  back  there  again  they  would  kill  the  last  God-damn  ono  of  them.  Tbat 
is  about  all  I  can  tell,  I  believe. 

Question,  Have  they  ever  molested  you  since  then  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  have  never  been  on  me  any  more  since  then. 

Question,  Do  you  still  stay  there  7 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  done  moved  now.  I  moved  off,  and  left  my  hogs  and  my 
crop  and  everything  there,  what  little  I  made.  I  did  not  make  much  crop  this  yeac^ 
for  I  was  a&aid  to  work^  and  now  I  am  aftaid  to  go  back  there  to  save  aoytimig. 

Question,  Where  do  you  stop  now  f 

Answer,  I  live  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  tiiere,  down  on  the  Tallapoos*  Eiver. 

Question,  Whore  is  your  brother-in-law  now  t 

Answer,  He  h^  done  left  and  gone  away  over  into  the  valley. 

Question.  How  many  men  came  there  the  first  time  in  March  7 

Answer,  Seven. 

Question,  How  many  came  there  in  May  f  ' 

Answer,  Six. 

QuesUon,  How  many  came  there  this  last  time? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  for  I  never  saw  tiiem. 

Qu^ion,  Do  you  know  any  pf  them  that  came  either  time  t 

J[9tMi>«r.  I  know  two  of  them. 

Question,  Who  were  they  f 

Answer,  One  was  Joe  Roe,  and  the  other  was  John  Gilpin. 

Question,  Who  was  the  ono  they  called  "  old  man  f" 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  who  he  was. 

Question,  How  many  shots  do  you  suppose  they  fired,  and  how  maoy  qsm 
burstedt 

Answer,  There  were  four  shots  fired  at  me.    I  do  not  know  how  many  ci^ 

bursted ;  I  expect  that  they  bursted  over  a  half  dozen  caps;  I  am  very  suce  tfa^r  did. 

Question,  The  first  time  they  came  there,  you  say  they  chargdd  you  with  hv9kag}»om 
Msalmg?  ^^ 
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Answer,  That  waa  th|  second  time.  The  first  time  they  said  I  had  beeh  talking 
about  the  Kn-Klux,  anil  had  threatened  to  cut  them  with  my  knife.  The  next  time 
they  came  back  thev  said  I  had  been  stealing.  I  said  I  did  not  steal,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple around  there,  who  knew  me  all  the  time,  knew  that  I  had  done  nothing  wrong. 

Question,  Did  they  say  what  you  had  been  stealing,  or  from  whom  you  had  been 
st^^alingt 

Answer,  No,  sir,  and  I  never  asked. 

Question.  What  family  have  you  f 

Ansicer,  I.havo  a  wife  and  three  children. 

QnesUon.  What,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  reason  that  they  persecutied  yon  in  this  way  f 

Ansxcer,  I  just  think  it  was  on  account  of  politics— that  it  was  because  I  was  a  radical ; 
I  just  believe  that  was  what  it  was  done  ror. 

^lesfUnu  To  what  party  do  yon  suppose  these  men  belong  f 

Ansioer,  Some  of  them  are  strong  democrats;  the  one  I  know,  tiiiat  is  Joe  Roe,  is  a 
strong  democrat. 

Question,  How  long  had  you  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  Haralson  County  before  they 
came  on  you  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  how  long  it  has  been :  I  reckon  it  has  been  over  a  year. 

Qutsiion.  State  whether  it  is  understood  that  tney  have  been  riding  about  there  a 
great  deal  this  summer. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  what  have  they  been  doing  t 

Answer.  They  have  been  doing  right  smart  of  whipping ;  they  have  beat  up  lots  of 
people  powerfully,  and  they  killed  a  black  man  there  not  long  ago. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Question,  What  is  his  name  f 
Answer.  John  WalthalL 

By  the  CHASUiAN : 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  they  should  make  war  upon  the  radicals  at 
this  particular  time  f    Was  there  any  election  on  hand  f 

Answer.  It  was  just  before  the  election  for  a  member  of  the  legislature,  a  short  time 
back ;  it  was  just  before  the  election  that  they  made  all  their  rams. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  anybody  being  raided  on,  or  molested  or  disturbed  in  any 
way,  black  or  white,  except  those  that  are  called  radicals  f 

Answer.  Never  one. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  When  did  vou  appear  before  them? 

Answer.  It  was  one  day  last  week. 

Question.  Did  you  state  there  the  same  you  have  stated  here  f 

Ansu^er.  Part  of  it  I  did  not ;  I  did  not  state  to  the  erand  jury  this  part  about  their 
threatening  to  kill  my  wife  and  children  if  they  cau^t  tliem  back  there,  and  there 
might  have  been  some  other  little  words  I  did  not  tell  them. 

Question,  You  made  the  same  statement,  in  substance,  that  you  have  made  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  those  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  completely  disguised  t 

Answer.  They  were  disguised  over  the  face  except  the  eye-holes  and  mouth.  I  could 
see  the  whiskers  throu^n  the  mouth-holes ;  that  is  the  way  I  knew  one  man,  and  I 
could  see  the  white  on  their  necks. 

Question.  Did  they  have  anything  over  their  bodies  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  looked  like  a  shirt  made  of  some  sort  of  calioa 

Quesiwn.  You  say  you  recognized  two  of  them  f 

Ansfwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  neighbors  of  yours  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them  I  was  raised  up  with  from  a  boy. 

Question.  I  understood  yon  to  sav  that  when  these  men  edl  you  out,  at  the  time  you 
broke  away  and  escaped,  one  of  them  said  to  another,  ''Old  man,  we  have  him  here 
now,  and  you  can  do  what  you  please  with  him." 

Anstosr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question^  Who  was  he  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  he  was  a  low,  chunky  fellow.  ^  t 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  who  that  man  was  t  Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC 

Answer.  I  have  a  little  idea.  ^ 

Question,  Was  it  any  man  who  had  anything  against  you  t 
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Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  say  that  one  man  in  my  settlemy  t  had  anything  aqaififit 
mo.  • 

Question,  Do  jj^ou  know  why  you  should  be  brought  out  for  that  old  man  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  There  was  nothing  between  you  and  any  such  man  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  there  was  no  difficulty  between  me  and  any  man  except  Hexuy 
Wimpy ;  we  had  some  little  difficulty  about  a  ^un. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  this  afiair  had  nothing^  to  do  with  that  ? 

Answer,  I  think  he  had  a  hand  in  it.  The  night  they  came  on  to  me,  I  and  some 
others  tracked  his  moles  right  up  to  his  gate.  We  measured  the  mule-tracks  aiid.  they 
fitted  his  mule  point-blank. 

Question,  You  say  he  was  concerned  in  it  f 

Ansujer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  my  wife  said  she  knew  him,  and  that  she  knew  another  boy  of 
the  name  of  Jebb  Hicks.  She  said  she  was  crying  and  taking  on  about  me,  whan  thej 
were  carrying  me  off,  and  he  got  his  gun  and  said  if  she  cud  not  hush  up  ha  would 
shoot  her  Qod-damn  brains  out. 

Question.  Did  ^ou  make  that  statement  before  the  grand  jury! 

AnsiDer,  That  is  another  thing  I  did  not  tell  the  grand  jury,  for  I  never  tliooght 
of  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  the  person  they  called  " old  man''  the  same  person  you  had  a  dispute 
with  about  a  gim  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir.  The  man  I  had  the  difficulty  with  was  a  big,  heavy,  chunky  man, 
and  this  fellow  on  my  left,  that  they  called  '^old  man/'  was  a  little,  low,  ctmnky 
fellow. 

Question,  What  did  he  do  ? 

Answer,  He  just  stepped  back  with  his  gun.  There  were  some  little  hickories  ani3 
chestnut  switches  there,  and  he  looked  at  tnem  as  if  ho  was  going  to  them,  but  he  did 
not  make  any  move  toward  them.  They  were  all  standing  with  their  ^uns;  bv 
turned  around  and  stepped  back  with  his  gun,  and  got  it  between  me  and  hun,  and  I 
broke  and  run.  Before  I  had  run  as  far  as  across  this  room,  a  half  a  dozen  caps  were 
bursted  at  me. 

QiiesUon,  When  he  brought  his  gun  down,  did  he  present  it  as  a  man  would  who  was 
going  to  shoot  f 

Answer, .  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  it  cocked,  and  had  his  finger  on  the  trigger. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question,  This  was  in  the  day-time  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  maybe  a  half  an  hour  or  an  hour  by  sun. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  neighbors  near  you  ? 

Insurer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  brother- in-law  lived  about  half  a  mile  from  me ;  a  widow  wo- 
man by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Durr,  and  Jim  Henderson,  who  married  one  of  B&s,  Dorr's 
daughters,  lived  about  half  a  mile  from  me ;  Joe  Brown  lived  about  a  mile  from  me, 
and  Sam  Wood  about  the  same  distance. 

Question,  Had  you  any  neighbors  within  less  than  half  a  mile  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Tell  us  all  you  know  about  your  brother-in-law  being  whipped. 

Answer,  1  have  just  his  word  for  it.  He  said  that  they  never  said  anytiiing  at  aH  to 
him  why  they  whipped  him. 

Question,  When  did  they  whip  him  f 

Answer,  1  cannot  tell  exactly. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  him  at  that  time  when  they  came  to  your  house  f 

Answer,  They  whipped  him  tJiat  time  when  they  sent  mo  word  to  leave ;  it  was  fbor 
or  five  weeks,  maybe  longer  than  that,  before  they  came  on  me. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  whether  they  gave  him  a  severe  whipping? 

Ansv>€r,  They  hit  him  three  or  four  licks ;  and  they  hit  his  son  three  or  four. 

Question,  They  gave  him  no  reason  why  they  whipped  him  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  he  said  they  never  gave  him  any  reason  why. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  2Sj  IBfh 
A.  B.  MARTIN  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman:  ^  j 

QuesUon,  How  old  are  you,  where  were  you  bom,  whe^'€6  ^<yBrtQP&l^  and  TiW 
your  present  occupation  f 
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An$wer,  I  will  be  sevQn^-one  years  old  on  the  17th  day  of  next  January ;  I  was  horn 
in  Carolina,  and  now  live  in  Haralson  County ;  I  keep  a  shop  there,  and  farm  it,  too. 

QtiestUm.  What  kind  of  a  shop  do  yon  keep  f 

Anstoer,  A  work-shop,  wagon-making,  or  anything  of  the  kind^  sometimes  chairs, 
and  sometimes  bedsteads.    I  keep  a  turning-shop  and  a  wagon-making  shop. 

(Question,  Ton  are  a  mechanic  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  my  trade.  I  can  make  nearly  anything  out  of  wood.  If 
anything  is  misplaced  in  any  way,  they  just  call  on  me,  and  I  tit  it  up. 

QiievtJoft.  How  long  have  yon  been  living  in  Haralson  County  t 

An»wer.  I  crossed  tiie  Chattahoochee  from  Carolina  the  very  day  of  Polk's  election. 

QuegUon.  You  had  lived  in  South  Carolina  before  that  time? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  I  was  bom  and  raised  there,  and  my  youngest  baby  was  bom  there. 

Que9tioH.  Where  were  you  durinj^  the  warf 

Answer,  Part  of  the  tune  I  was  m  Cass  Coniity.  Mi^or  Cooper  sent  tor  mo  to  oversee 
a  company  of  hands  for  him.  I  went  up  there,  leaving  part  of  my  things  at  home; 
-when  1  finished  my  Job,  they  found  out  I  was  a  wagon-maker,  and  I  bossed  his  shop  for 
four  years. 

QwseUon,  Who  was  that  f 

Answer,  Mt^or  Cooper. 

Question,  Mark  A.  Cooper  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  On  which  side  were  you  during  the  war  f 

Answer,  1  have  been  a  Union  man  from  my  boyhood;  I  was  not  taught  anything  else 
by  my  parents. 

Question,  Are  there  any  such  people  in  your  county  as  are  commonly  called  Ku-Klus  f 

Answer,  There  are  a  set  of  men  there  that  are  disguised  people.  They  disguise  them- 
selves with  calico,  or  an3rthing,  I  do  not  know  what  all.  1  have  seen  some  of  them 
in  the  night  that  were  disgnis^. 

Question,  How  many  times  have  you  ever  seen  them  ? 

Answer,  1  got  to  know  them  only  one  night.  • 

Question,  Where  was  that  f 

Answer,  At  my  house. , 

QtiesHon,  When  was  it't 

Answer,  On  the  7th  of  last  May. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  t 

Answer,  I  will  tell  you  plainly  how  the  circumstance  took  place.  I  lay  in  one  room 
and  my  sister-in-law  in  another.  I  had  Just  got  to  sleeping  soundly,  so  I  had  to  hv. 
f^iaken  two  or  tbree  times  to  wake  me  up.  The  first  I  knew  she  was  shaking  mc,  and 
said,  "Mr.  Martin,  get  up ;  there  are  a  hundred  men  coming  here,  I  think."  I  Jumped 
right  up,  with  my  ojrawers  on,  and  ran  out  and  opened  the  front  door.  I  peeped  out, 
and  it  looked  to  me  like  a  heap  of  women.  My  mind  struck  me  that  it  was  another 
runaway  set  wanting  to  get  married.  The  Alabama  line  isoight  close  by,  and  thoy 
ran  over  on  our  side  to  be  married.  Such  things  had  happened  before,  and  I  thought 
it  was  all  right.  I  opened  the  door  wide  open,  and  said,  ^^  Come  in."  I  set  the  chairs 
as  wdl  as  I  could  feel  them,  and  said  that  I  would  put  on  my  clothes  and  be  out  in  u 
minute.  I  put  on  my  pants  over  my  drawers.  As  I  went  in,  I  told  my  sister-in-law  to 
light  the  candle.  She  smelled  a  rat  a  little  worse  than  I  did.  I  got  through,  and  whou 
I  went  out  they  presented  their  guns  at  me.  They  took  me  and  my  step-son  out  and 
whipped  us  a  plenty.  Thoy  whipped  me  so  that  I  had  to  tote  my  dirawers  and  pants 
in  my  hands  to  the  house,  and  they  whipped  my  step-son  pretty  considerably.  I  do 
not  Imow  what  sort  of  people  they  are,  whether  Ku-Klux  or  not,  but  I  am  sensible  that 
some  of  them  are  pretty  close  neighbors  to  me.  They  are  mighty  rigid  democrats, 
and  I  was  as  much  the  other  way.  Gentlemen,  I  will  tell  you  just  as  it  is.  I  am  u 
Union  man,  certain. 

Question,  Did  they  strip  you  when  they  whipped  you  7 

Anstper,  No,  sir ;  I  had  my  under-shirt  and  over-shirt  on,  and  my  drawers  and  paats 
on.  My  suspenders  were  held  with  horn  buttons,  and  they  whipped  me  until  they  cut 
the  buttons  all  to  pieces,  and  I  had  to  carry  my  clpthes  in  my  bauds. 

Question,  How  many  blows  do  you  suppose  they  struck  you  ? 

Answer,  1  cannot  tell  you.  They  strucK  me  until  I  had  no  feeling ;  if  they  had  whip- 
ped on  until  yet  it  would  not  have  made  much  odds. 

Question,  Your  sense  of  feeling  was  entirely  gone  f 

Answer,  I  had  no  feeling. 

Question,  How  far  was  that  from  the  house  t 

Ansicer,  About  two  hundred  yards. 

QueeOoH.  Did  they  whip  you  standing  up  ? 

Answer,  They  made  me  lie  down  on  my  belly.  ^  I 

Question,  Did  they  hold  you  down  in  any  way  f  Digitized  by  Vj005  l^ 

Ansu)€r,  No,  sir ;  I  tell  you  my  principles  are  pretty  strong,  and  I  just  thought  I  could 
bear  anything. 
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QuaiiotL  Wh^A  did  they  whip  you  with  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  ^on.  It  was  aomething  that  flew  off  in  the  time  of  it.  Then 
came  another  man  walking  along,  and  spoke  to  him^  and  they  went  oS,  and,  i  tiunk, 
fixed  it  again ;  and  th^n  he  came  ha^  and  fixed  it  anodier  apeU.  They  got  up  and 
put  a  rope  around  my  neck,  and  tried  to  draw  me  up  to  a  postniak  aapiiDC.  And  tliea 
they  whipped  me  about  the  legs.  If  you  have  ever  been  bit  by  a  boiBe-%  yoa  know 
that  they  bite  pretty  sharp ;  that  is  about  all  I  could  feeL  My  neek  is  swelled  yet^ 
and  it  was  black  for  two  months. 

Queeiion,  You  say  thev  whipped  your  step-aont 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  aA  the  same  time. 

Qtiestian,  Is  ne  here! 

Answer,  He  was  fetched  here  on  this  same  case ;  we  both  weoi  before  tiie  gcsnd  jttry. 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  in  your  opinion  those  were  demoenrta  who 
were  whipping  you,  because  you  were  a  radical  and  a  Union  man. 

An^ioer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  was  an  officer.  I  had  been  a  notary  pablio  for  aome  tien, 
and  I  think  they  begrudged  me  the  office.  I  will  tell  you  what  makes  me  know  it  was 
my  politics.  After  they  crossed  the  fence  and  got  down  into  the  big  road,  (I  omitted 
telling  that  to  you  before,)  the  firs^  word  any  one  of  them  said  to  me  was,  ^  Wbat  is 
your  i)oliticsT''  I  told  them  I  was  a  Union  man  from  my  cradle^  and  did  net  know 
anything  else  but  to  be  a  Union  man.  Another  man  said  to  me.  '^Can  yoapia^r 
I  had  begun  to  see  into  the  thing  pretty  plainly,  and  to  know  that  something  was 
going  to  take  place.  I  said,  ^'I  am  not  a  praying  man ;  bat  if  I  was,  the  prayas  of 
the  wicked  avail  nothii^.''  One  took  me  with  a  gun  across  my  head,  and  sort  of 
staggered  me.    I  am  conMent  it  was  on  account  of  my  politics ;  I  know  it. 

Question,  How  many  were  there  in  the  crowd  f 

Answer,  They  had  some  negnfea  along  with  them,  prisoners ;  the  negroes  say  there 
were  sixty  of  them,  but  some  of  them  would  not  come  to  my  house  at  all ;  tbey  aid 
that  more  than  hair  of  them  would  not  go  there.  I  think  there  were  fifteen  or  twenty 
who  came  to  my  house. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  ^ames  of  any  of  the  negroes  f 

Answer,  Joseph  Say  was  one,  George  Carter  was  another,  and  George  Walthall  was 
the  third  one. 

Question,  Are  they  here,  any  of  them  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qucsti^m,  What  did  they  do  with  those  negroes  T 

Answer  I  know  what  they  told  me. 

QjiesUon,  What  was  that  f 

Answer,  They  said  they  whipped  them  powerfiilly,  akid  kept  whipping  them ;  and 
they  are  afraid  to  come  here.  A  great  many  of  them  are  afraid  actuidly  to  tell  what 
they  know ;  I  know  that.  There  was  a  tie  vote  at  the  last  election,  and  I  had  to  take 
one  of  the  party  to  help  me  to  manage  the  election. 

Question,  Were  they  n;en  you  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  Kn-Klux  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  suppose  they  ever  went  with  them ;  but  I  believe  their  good  wislMa 
were  with  them,  and  that  their  sentiments  are  with  them. 

-Question,  In  regard  to  this  election,  did  your  people  all  vote  the  last  time  T 

Answer,  I  know  of  four  of  them  who  would  not  go  in  my  precinct,  and  they  advised 
me  not  to  go :  two  of  them  were  my  sons-in-law.  They  advised  me  not  to  open  the 
election,  but  I  went  up  myself  and  opened  the  election.  I  am  not  afraid  when  I  think 
I  am  in  a  good  cause.  I  could  not  get  managers  without  taking  two  democrats  to 
manage,  Jesse  Goggins  and  Jesse  Newland.  Goggins  marked  the  tickets.  I  todk  a 
ticket  myself,  and  said  to  Mr.  Goggins,  "  That  is  the  one  I  am  going  to  vote."  Newland 
wanted  to  take  the  returns  of  the  election,  and  I  said,  *^  No  man  r^all  tote  it  there  bu 
me :  I  will  take  it  certain."    I  took  it,  and  returned  it. 

Question,  Did  you  hold  the  election  the  last  time  at  the  same  placo^  where  there  had 
been  a  tie  vote  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  At  the  time  of  the  tie  vote  they  would  only  let  us  hold  the  election 
at  Buchanan.  At  this  election  we  were  authorized  by  the  governor^  to  hold  it  at  cmr 
'  precinct.  I  was  the  only  notanr  pqbllc  in  the  district,  and  I  was  obliged  to  act,  thou^ 
I  was  persuaded  not  to  do  it.    I  told  them  I  would  do  it. 

Question,  You  stated  when  you  saw  this  crowd  coming,  you  thonTght  it  was  a  nm- 
away  couple  coming  to  you,  as  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  to  be  married  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Quetition,  What  was  the  character  of  their  disguises? 

An»wei\  All  I  can  say  is  this:  the  next  day  my  wife  and  somebody  else  went  up  to 
where  they  whipped  me,  and  they  found  a  calico  piece,  and  fetched  it  back  to  ttt;  it 
was  made  of  calico.  •  C^  r\r 

Question.  What  was  that  T  '9' '^^^  by  VjUI^ 
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AMwer.  It  was  something  like  a  ribbon— eomethiiig  they  had  hnng  on  top  of  their 
SEiaaks. 

QueitUm.  Had  they  on  anything  like  ffowns  f 

Aiuwer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  first  they  looked  like  a  parcel  of  women. 

Qu&Hion.  That  is  why  you  supposed  it  was  a  runaway  conple  coming  to  be  married? 

Answer.  Yes,  sit. 

QuesHon.  Cominff  to  yoor  place  as  a  sort  of  Gretna  Green  f 

Answer,  I  thought  it  was  a  runaway  match.  There  had  been  the  like  before,  but  I 
never  got  whipped  for  it  before.  In  Alabama  they  have  to  ^ve  a  nond  of  security  for 
good  performance  before  tiiey  can  get  a  license  to  mairy,  and  I  had  blank  licenses  from 
the  ordinary. 

.QuesUan.  You  can  mazry  them  at  sight  f 

Answer,  I  can  fill  them  out,  for  the  ordinary  authorizes  me  to  do  so. 

Queatvm,  What  do  you  think  is  the  state  of  fe^ng  down  there  to-day  toward  your 
people  who-have  come  up  here  to  testify  T 

Answer.  I  think  the  £u-Klux  have  a  majority  in  our  county.  And^  farther  iiian 
that,  I  can  say  that  I  and  my  wife  have  not  slept  in  my  house  three  nights  »nce  then. 

Question.  How  do  you  foel  about  going  back  f   ^ 

Answer.  I  am  not  going  back. 

Questi&n,  Whynott  . 

Ansvoer,  Because  I  am  afraid  to  go  among  them  now.  There  is  not  a  thing  in  u^ 
house  now ;  I  rented  out  my  place  before  11^.  My  son-in-law  is  taking  care  of  my 
corn-fodder  and  things. 

Question,  You  say  you  know  of  some  democrats  whom  you  do  not  believe  belong  to 
the  Ko-Klux,  but  who  encourage  them  T 

Answer,  I  am  certain  of  that.  Duncan  Monroe  is  one ;  I  am  as  certain  of  it  as  I  can 
be  of  anything  I  do  not  positively  know. 

By  theCHAXKMAN: 

Qvi£eU(yn.  What  makes  vou  think  so  t  , 

Answer,  I  heard  him  tell  a  man  there,  about  a  man  in  the  neighborhood^  '^  If  he  don't 
leave  in  t^iree  days,  I  will  have  him  Eu-Eluxed ; "  and  they  went  and  did  it.  His  name 
was  Thomas  PoweU  ]  they  went  and  whipped  him  and  his  wife,  and  soared  her  nearly 
to  death. 

Question,  Is  he  a  prominent  man  in  the  settlement  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  good  man  as  to  property ;  but  I  do  not  like  a  man  of  such  principles. 

Question.  Does  he  live  well  t  • 

Answer,  He  lives  in  a  brick  house,  i^ithin  a  mile  of  me. 

Question,  Did  he  own  slaves  before  the  warT 

Afisvjer.  He  owned  two.  I  bought  a  negro  to  wait  on  me^  and  cave  two  thousand 
dollars  for  him.  He  hung  on  toliis.  I  said,  "  I  am  glad  mme  is  tree  f  and  I  said  to 
him,  "  Dick,  behave  yourself." 

By  Mr.  Batabd  : 

Qtiestion,  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  here  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  make  the  same  statement  to  them  that  you  have  made  here  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  about  as  near  as  I  con  recollect. 

Question,  Did  jon  know  any  of  those  parties  who  made  this  assault  on  you  f 

ATmoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  give  their  names  f 

Answer,  I  did  to  the  grand  jury. 

Question,  How  many  did  you  know  t 

Answer,  Six. 

Qv^tion,  What  are  their  names  f 

Answer.  James  Casey,  Thomas  Casey,  Jack  Thomas,  David  Lowry,  James  Cox,  and 
James  Gamer.    I  am  confident  I  know  them. 

QussUan.  You  identified  those  men  as  being  of  the  party  who  committed  this  outrage 
on  yout 

Answer.  James  Casey  is  one  that  I  named  as  one  man  who  beat  me. 

Question,  You  know  these  parties  you  have  named  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  After  they  got  through  with  me,  they  told  me  to  go  and  stand 
against  a  post-oak  and  rest  mysdf.  This  Casey  had  not  moved  a  foot  from  where  he 
whipped  me.  He  raised  up  his  mask,  which  he  had  hung  over  his  face,  and  the  moon 
shone  right  plumb  into  his  face,  and  he  was  not  a  yard  from  me.  He  was  a  man  I  had 
known  ever  since  1844.    Tbat  is  why  I  identified  mm,  because  I  saw  him. 

Question,  What  was  Casey's  business  there  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  fsmner :  he  lives  in  Polk  County,  just  over  the  line  ;(Sie6e  men  all 
lived  in  Polk  County.  u,g,t,t^'B^>^ 

Question.  How  far  from  your  house  f 
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Answer.  The  fxiTtliest  about  fbnr  miles  off;  one  lives  Alittieor^  a  mile;  and  sootiMr 
about  a  mile  and  a  half.  To  Casey's  bouse  yod  might  think  was  two  miles,  but  I 
could  go  a  nearer  way.    If  you  take  a  wagon,  yon  most  go  two  miles. 

Question,  Did  you  give  these  names  to  the  offlc^^s  here  De&»«  tiie  grand  jnry  f 

Ansioer.  I  gave  them  to  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  When  did  you  do  that  T 

Answer.  On  Thursday,  I  reckon. 

Question.  Thursdjjy  of  last  week  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  iiie  first  complaint  yoa  made  againat  tbemf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  indicted? 

Answer.  1  cannot  say. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  now  what  the  resnlt  of  the  complaint  was  before  the 
grand  jury  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  only  they  have  given  me  a  snbpcDua  to  be  here  in  March. 

Question.  Then  you  expect  these  men  will  be  tried  for  that  offense  t 

Anstcer.  Well,  I  think  they  oughttto  be.  If  a  man  was  to  shoot  another  there,  audi 
should  issue  a  warrant,  I  could  not  get  a  man  to  arrest  him.  I  have  a  list  of  aU  the 
abuses  there,  in  my  haversack.  I  have  seen  the  sheriff  arrest  one,  myself,  and  he  and 
bis  father  came  with  his  pistol  and  shot  him. 

Question.  Who  was  that  sheriff  T 

Answer.  The  sheriff  of  Haralson  County. 

Question.  What  offense  had  that  man  committed  ? 

Answer.  He  had  shot  at  another  man,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hancock ;  that  was 
given  in  before  the  grand  jury. 
.    QuesUon.  Have  witnesses  been  summoned  for  the  trial  of  that  case? 

Answer.  I  know  Hancock  himself  was  here,  the  one  they  shot  at. 

Qtiestion.  That  complaint  is  now  before  the  grand  jury  of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  ho  told  me  he  put  it  before  the  grand  jury.  He  got  the  deputy 
sheriff  so  scared  that  he  flung  up  his  commission. 

Question.  You  are  a  notary  public  and  justice  of  the  peace  of  that  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  population  of  that  county? 

Ansioer.  Now  you  are  too  fast  for  me. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  was  the  Yiumber  of  votes  cast  at  your  election  ? 

Answer,  We  used  to  run  160  and  170  votes  there  altogether ;  but  this  time  there 
were  only  40  on  the  democratic  side,  and  15  on  the  other. 

Question.  That  was  in  your  precinct  ? 

Answer.  Yes,«ir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  there  were  in  the  whole  county  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  disremember  the  whole  count. 

Quesftion.  You  say  there  wore  15  votes  for  the  republicans  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  and  40  for  the  other  side,  when  it  used  to  be  two-thirds  fepablicaai 
before  these  Ku-Klux  came  up. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  republican  votes  were  given  by  whites,  and  how  many 
by  blacks  ? 

Ansu}€r.  There  were  only  three  black  ones  voted  in  our  precinct ;  they  were  a£raid 
to  go  up  and  vote. 

Question.  How  many  at  the  other  election  ? 

Answer.  I  disremember  now.  They  have  run  it  over  us  certainly.  Tlioy  may  be 
right,  but  they  never  shall  change  me  any.  And  I  know  a  heap  would  have  voted  on 
our  side  only  they  were  afraid  to  go  up  and  vote.  I  know  four  men  that  I  am  confi- 
dent turned  over,  but  they  ran  away  from  our  precinct  to  do  it ;  they  wont  to  Bu- 
chanan. 

By  the  Chauiman  : 

Question.  How  long  after  you  had  been  whipped  before  you  got  over  it  so  as  to  go 
about  and  attend  to  your  business  ? 

Answer.  I  had  to  walk  pretty  steady,  of  course.  I  was  bruised  up  powerfully.  I 
think  it  was  two  months  before  the  black  was  all  gone. 


Atlanta,  Georqia,  October  25, 1871. 
WILLIAM  WILUNGHAM  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman:  •  Digitized  by  Gooslc 

Questi^m.  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  where  do  you  now  live,  aikdiHiat 
18  your  occupation  ? 
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.AMtwer*  I  am  going  on  nineteen  years  old ;  I  will  he  nineteen  the  22d  da^  of  next 
April;  I  was  bom  in  Bandolph  Ootlnty,  Alabama,  I  belleye,  and  I  now  live  m  Haral- 
son  Connty ;  I  am  farming  there. 

Qu^Uon.  Are  yon  a  stex^son  of  Mr.  Martin,  the  last  witness  examined  by  this  com- 
mitteef 

^ntwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  He  married  your  mother  when  she  was  a  widow  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  with  Mr.  Martin  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  exac^Y ;  between  six  and  seven  years,  I  guess. 

Queaiion,  Were  you  at  home  the  night  that  disguised  men  came  there  and  whipped 
your  step-father  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queslum.  Tell  us  all  that  you  know  about  it ;  all  that  yon  saw,  and  all  that  you  have 
lieard. 

Answer^  One  of  my  aunts  lived  there  with  us.  When  they  were  coming  up  she  got 
Ttp  and  waked  me  and  the  old  man  up.  They  came  up  and  called  to  the  old  man,  and 
liie  went  out  and  opened  the  front  door.  They,  told  him  to  come  out,  and  I  think  he 
iBirent  out.  They  came  on  in  the  house,  and  after  a  while,  in  a  few  minutes,  they  took 
me  out.  They  took  the  old  man  off  from  the  house,  and  made  me  follow  him.  The 
^wskj  I  saw  them  was  this :  They  hunted  about  over  the  house  for  a  man  that  we  had 
Ured  there.  They  said  they  were  hunting  him,  all  about  over  the  house,  in  the  loft, 
and  so  on.  That  was  all  that  they  did  tiiere  at  the  house,  except  that  they  cursed  ma 
a  little. 

Q^e^Uon,  What  did  they  do  away  from  the  house  f 

Answer,  Thev  whipped  us. 

Qu/estion.  Did  you  see  them  whip  your  step-iather  t 

Answer,  Yes.  sir.  #  • 

QuestAon,  Where  were  you  T 

Answer,  I  was  standing  right  there. 

QuMtUm,  How  many  blows  did  they  give  himf 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  how  many. 

Question,  How  many  would  you  suppose  f 

Answer,  George  Carter,  a  negro  there,  said  he  counted  them,  and  that  they  hit  him 
seventy-five  licks.  I  do  not  know  more  than  what  he  said.  I  should  think  they  gave 
him  between  fifty  and  a  hundred  licks. 

Question,  They  whipped  yon  also  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  How  many  blows  did  they  give  youf 

Answer,  They  gave  me  about  thirty. 

Question,  Did  9iey  whip  you  over  your  clothes,  or  did  they  strip  youf 

Answer,  They  pulled  up  my  shirt. 

Question,  Thejr  gave  their  blows  on  your  bare  back  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  With  what! 

Answer,  With  a  hickory. 

Question,  Were  you  standing  ? 

Answer,  I  was  standing  up. 

Question,  How  was  it  with  the  old  man,  as  you  call  himf 

Answer,  They  made  him  lie  down  first,  and  they  hit  him  I  reckon  fifteen  or  twenty 
licks  with  a  stick  while  he  was  lying  down,  and  then  they  took  him  and  tied  him,  and 
drew  him  up  to  a  tree  and  whipped  mm  there ;  I  could  not  tell  how  many  licks. 

Question,  They  whipped  you  standing  upf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  tied  me  and  drew  me  up  to  a  tree  and  whipped  me  standing  up. 

Question,  Did  they  draw  you  up  to  the  same  tree  that  they  tied  the  old  man  tof 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  know  any  of  the  men  who  whipped  youf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  were  theyf 

Answer.  Jim  Casey,  David  Lowry,  Jack  Thomas,  and  Jim  Gamer. 

Question,  How  many  of  them  whipped  youf 

Answer.  There  were  three  that  hit  me. 

Question.  With  the  same  hickory,  or  with  a  different  one  from  that  they  used  on  the 
old  manf 

Answer,  They  wore  out  that  hickory,  and  had  to  get  a  new  one. 

Question,  How  many  hickories  did  they  use  on  youf 

Answer,  They  hit  me  with  four  at  a  time. 


Question,  How  many  blows  f 

Answer.  Three  men  struck  me  ten  blows  apiece. 

Ques^on,  What  was  the  size  of  the  hickory  f 
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Anstper,  It  was  more  than  a  common  hickory  to  wMp  a  man  wiib;  it  -Km  neady  an 
ox*hickory.    They  whipped  the  old  man  with  a  laiger  hiokory. 

Question.  Did  they  ii^ure  your  person,  break  the  ekin  ff 

jMtaer.  They  broke  the  skm  a  little  on  me  in  two  places ;  but  they  bmised  the  old 
man  powerfully.  I  do  not  think  the  hickory  was  keen  enough  to  cut  the  skin.;  but 
his  back  was  right  black  for  two  weeks.  » 

Question,  How  was  it  with  your  back  f 

Answer.  It  was  all  in  welts,  except  that  my  left  arm  was  black  and  swelled  up. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  m  the  crowd  ? 

Ansu>er.  I  should  tMnk  there  were  twentv  or  thirty. 

Question.  Did  they  give  any  reason  for  whipping  yoaf 

Answer.  No^  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  reason  f 

An$wer.  No,  sir:  only  tibat  I  lived  with  the  old  man :  and  it  was  because  he  was  a 
radical;  that  is  what  they  whipped  him  for,  and  I  thought  that  was  what  they  whipped 
me  for.  They  asked  me  what  made  me  live  with  the  old  man,  and  I  said  because  he 
had  my  mother.  I  am  goinff  to  live  with  him  as  long  as  I  livc^  and  if  they  ^u«  |;oing 
to  kill  me,  they  will  have  to  Kill  me. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  any  of  the  rest  of  your  famUyf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  of  the  fiunily ;  they  had  three  negroes  with  them ;  they  hit 
(me  of  them,  Joe  Kay,  five  licks. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  thoy  whipped  those  negroes  any  more  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  did ,  but  thev  said  they  did.  Their  backs  were  cot 
very  bad ;  blood  and  water  was  running  out  of  their  backs  two  days  after  that. 

Question.  Ton  saw  that  yourself? 

Ansu}er.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  that  myself. 

Question.  How  many  women  were  there  at  your  house  f 
•  Answer.  Just  my  mother  and  aunt. 

Question.  Were  there  any  children  f 

Answer.  Her  children. 

Question.  How  many  f 

Answer.  Three  small  ones. 

Question.  Did  these  people  disturb  the  women  and  children  9 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  disturbed  the  ^omen. 

Question.  Howf 

Answer.  By  taking  off  the  men  folks  and  whimMng  them. 

Question.  They  did  not  offer  any  violence  to  the  women  f 

Answer,  They  did  not  do  anything,  only  with  mother ;  tiiey  hit  Bother  with  one 
gun. 

Question.  Where  did  they  hit  her  T 

Answer.  Over  the  head ;  she  told  them  she  was  goin^  to  follow  me  and  Mr.  Hactin« 
and  they  cursed  her,  and  hit  her  over  the  head,  and  said  that  if  she  did  they  would 
shoot  her. 

Question.  How  did  they  make  you  go  alons  f 

Answer.  They  just  got  around  me,  and  said  that  if  I  did  not  go  they  would  kill  me. 

Question.  Were  they  all  armed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  with  guns  or  pist61s,  one  of  them. 

Question.  Did  they  have  their  pistols  drawn  f 

Answer.  Every  man  had  his  arms  ready  cocked  fi»r  firing. 

By  Mr.  BayabD  : 

Question.  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  Jury  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  maide  the  same  statement  to  them  that  you  have  made  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  are  nineteen  years  old  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  not  voted? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  reason  given  to  you  at  that  time  for  whipping  you  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  said  in  your  presence  about  whipping  old  man  Martin  f 

Ansufer.  Thoy  asked  me  what  made  me  live  with  that  old  man,  uid  I  told  them  be- 
cause he  had  my  mother. 

Question.  He  had  married  your  mother  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  all  that  was  said  to  you  ? 

Answer.  They  said  I  must  leave  there :  I  said  I  would  leave  there  whenew  waf 
mother  did,  and  not  before ;  they  said  if  I  did  not  they  would  kill  me. 

Question.  Was  any  charge  of  any  kind  made  against  you?  '^ 
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J^fmoer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  laid  in  my  house  but  Just  two  nights  since  then. 
Queaiion,  Yon  have  stated  all  that  ocomred  at  that  time  in  regard  to  what  they  said, 
and  in  regard  to  what  was  done  f 
.Anmcer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QuetMon,  What  was  it  yon  said  about  not  lying  in  your  house  since  then  f  ^ 

Answer,  I  said  I  have  laid  in  my  hoAe  but  two  nights  since  the  7th  of  May  last. 
Question,  Where  have  you  been  f 
Answer.  I  lay  around  watching  for  them. 
Queation.  Where  did  you  sleep  f 

Answer.  In  the  bushes,  when  I  did  sleep ;  they  said  they  would  kill  me,  and  I  was 
afraid  to  atAj  in  the  house.  / 

Question.  Have  they  been  going  about  in  the  neighborhood  since  they  whipped  you  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  killed  a  negro  since  that. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question,  What  negro  T 
Answer.  John  Walthall. 

By  the"  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  the  men  that  were  there  men  that  accounted  themselves  respectable 
menT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  do. 

Question.  Did  they  claim  to  be  men  of  standing? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Did  they  live  in  fine  houses  ? 

Answer.  Thev  lived  in  common  weather-boarded  houses ;  there  are  no  fine  houses 
there ;  some  of  them  live  in  log-houses. 


Atlanta,  Gborgia,  Oetf^er,  25, 1871. 
GEOEGE  W.  GENTRY  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  old  are  you,  where  were  you  bom,  where  do  you  now  live,  and  what 
is  your  present  occupation  7 

Anstcer.  I  will  be  thirty-five  years  old  in  April  next,  the  6th  day  of  April.  I  was  bom 
in  Fayette  County,  nine  miles  from  this  place,  dhd  at  this  time  I  live  in  Buchanan,  Har- 
alson County ;  I  am  a  farmer. 

QuesUon.  What  opportunity  have  you  had  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  people 
or  your  county  T 

Answer,  I  have  a  very  good  opportimity,  as  far  as  that  is  concerned.  I  have  been 
acting-sheriff  there  in  that  county.  I  have  been  bailiff  there  for  several  years,  and  I  am 
acquainted  with  most  of  the  people  that  live  in  that  oounty. 

(JvesHon,  What  is  the  voting  population  of  your  county  T 

Answer.  They  generally  vote  fnjm  between  five  to  six  hundred,  I  think ;  that  is  my 
recollection — hardly  ever  to  exceed  six  hundred. 

Question.  What  portion  of  the  voters  there  are  colored,  and  what  portion  are  white  f 

Ansu>er,  A  large  majority  are  white ;  there  are  but  few  colored  voters  in  the  eounty. 

Question.  What  proportion  are  republicans,  and  what  democrats  ? 

Answer.  The  true  sentiment  of  the  people  in  the  county  is  republican. 

Question.'  By  what  majority,  do  you  think  f 

Answer.  It  has  been  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  majority  up  to  the  last  election, 
when  it  went  forty-eieht  democratic. 

Question.'  What  ele^ion  was  that? 

Answer.  The  election  for  a  representative. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  On  the  4th  day  of  this  month. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 
Questioii.  Was  that  a  special  election  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  a  tie  at  the  election  before  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  State  if  you  know  any  focts  occurring  before  the  election,  or  at  the  time  o 
the  election,  to  account  for  such  a  result  as  youlmve  stated ;  that  is,  that  in  a  county 
that;  has  from  fifty  to  seventy-nve  republican  majority,  there  should  be  a  majority  of 
forty-eight  for  the  demooratio  ticket. 

Answer,  I  only  know  this  much,  ^hat  I  have  heard  others  say ;  and  I  have  the  state- 
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ment  of  democrats.    One  told  me  that  he  knew  the  trick  that  Tvas  going  on,  and  had 
known  it  for  three  months,  to  defeat  the  repnhlican  party. 

Question,  What  did  you  understand  that  trick  to  be  T 

Answer,  Well, sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  answer  positively  what  I  did  under- 
Btand  it  to  mean. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  any  aotsof  violenco  committed  in  tiiat 
county  upon  republicans  before  the  election  f   ^ 

Answer,  I  saw  the  marks  upon  some  of  them  who  were  whipped. 

Question,  How  many  T 

Answer,  Three. 

Question,  How  long  before  the  election  f 

Answer,  The  night  before  the  election. 

Question,  Were  they  white  or  colored  f 

Answer,  They  were  colored. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  others  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  any  others  who  were  whipped  at  that  time ;  I  know 
of  others  who  were  whipped  previous  to  that  time. 

Question,  How  many  others  do  you  suppose  f 

Answer,  There  were  a  great  many  of  tnem  j  there  was  something  between  twenty 
and  thirty  whipped  previous  to  that  time,  white  and  colored.*^ 

Question,  By  whom  were  they  said  to  have  been  whipped  f 

Answer.  They  were  whipped  by  disguised  men;  so  they  said.  They  told  metiiai 
they  could  swear  to  some  of  the  parties. 

Question,  Were  the  parties  they  mentioned  as  being  concerned  in  whipping  them 
republicans  or  democrats  ? 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  a  republican  being  accused  of  being  in  such  a  crowd. 

Question,  Were  those  disguised  men  you  speak  of  in  your  county  called  Eu-Kluxf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  at  the  election  any  republicans  were  kept  away 
£rom  the  polls  through  fear  ? 

Answer,  Several  of  them  told  me  they  would  not  vote  the  republican  ticket,  because 
they  wanted  to  stay  at  home  and  not  be  molested  by  the  Kn-K)uX;  as  they  c^ed 
them. 

Question,  Do  ybu  know  whether  they  voted  at  all  or  not  ? 

Answer,  They  did  not  .vote;  and  others  told  me  that  they  voted  the  democratic 
ticket  in  order  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  stay  at  home  and  not  be  molested. 

Question.  Has  there  been  anybody  in  your  county  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  for 
these  acts  of  violence  ? 

Answer.  There  has  never  been  a  person^s  name  presented  before  the  grand  jury  for 
that  thing  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  would  be  possible,  in  the  present  state  of  things  in  yoor 
county,  for  a  republican,  white  or  bhick,  to  procure  an  administration  of  justice  against 
these  Ku-Kluxf 

Ansvjer,  1  think  not. 

Question,  What  makes  you  think  sof 

Answer,  Well,  there  are  grand  jurymen  there  who  were  knowing  to  the  circumstaDoe 
of  there  having  been  a  colored  man  killed  there,  and  they  never  made  any  inquiry  »t 
all  in  regard  to  who  it  was  did  it.    No  inquest  was  ever  held  over  the  colored  mtn 
killed  there,  nor  any  coroner  sent  for  at  all. 
By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Who  was  killed  T 

Answer,  John  Walthall.  There  were  but  two  persons  found  guilty  of  any  crime  who 
were  tried  in  the  last  civil  court  there,  and  they  were  both  republicans.  One  of  tkem 
was  charged  with  the  same  offense  that  another  person  was  (uiarged  with,  and  in  tbe 
same  bill  of  indictment.  The  republican  was  found  guilty  at  the  Ia8t/M>urt,  and  ^ 
court  before  the  man  who  was  charged  with  the  same  offense,  who  was  a  democnt 
went  clear.  But  one  witness  swore  against  them,  and  his  evidence  convicted  one  and 
cleared  the  other  at  two  different  terms  of  the  court. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  is  any  considerable  number  of  men  in  your  county  who 
are  determined  to  prevent,  by  violence,  intimidation,  &c.,  the  republicans  from  exer- 
cising their  political  rights  T 

Answer,  There  is  a  party  there  that  wants  to  rule ;  that  is,  they  want  the  minority 
to  be  for  the  democratic  party,  and  that  is  what  they  are  striving  for ;  I  am  satiaEfiM 
of  that  fact 

Question.  How  many  men  arc  supposed  to  belong  to  this  Ku^-Klux  organization 

*^T^  x^iiT  ,,         ..„  ,  gitizedbyGOQQle 

Answer,  Well,  I  could  not  tell  you.  It  is  not  every  democrat  in  toat  county  th«t 
belongs  to  it ;  there  are  democrats  there  as  much  opposed  to  it  as  any  republican,  but 
then  they  are  in  the  minority. 
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QuesHov,  Do  those  democrats  who  are  opposed  to  it  speak  openly  and  above-board 
against  it  f 

Answer,  Sometimes  tbey  do. 

Quesium.  Do  the  Ku-Klux  take  any  notice  of  what  they  say  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  never  known  a  democrat  ever  abusea  by  the  Kn-Klux  party  in 
that  county. 

Qu^ti(m.  Have  you  heard  people  who  claim  to  be  men  of  standing  and  character  and 
innuence  in  the  county  approve  this  Ku-Klux  organization  t 

Answer.  There  is  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Monroe  there,  who  has  about  as  mucli 
influence  as  any  man  m  that  county ;  he  seems  to  speak  in  favor  of  it ;  he  thinks  they 
whip  nobody  but  those  they  ought  to  whip.  He  said  on  the  night  that  old  man  Martin 
was  whipped,  the  night  that  this  very  negro  was  killed— he  said  the  Ku-Klux  said  the 
night  they  whipped  Sir.  Martin,  that  they  would  have  him  killed  if  he  staid  on  the  top 
side  of  the  ground.  Monroe  is  a  mighty  clever  man,  a  man  I  think  a  heap  of,  for  he 
has  been  a  good  friend  to  the  people  of  Haralson  County. 

Question.  Who  is  he  f 

Ansioer,  Duncan  Monroe. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  him  as  saying  that  it  was  right  for  those  men  to  go 
about  whipping  whoever  they  would  ? 

Answer.  He  said  this :  He  said  he  did  not  think  they  had  whipped  anybody  unless 
those  that  ought  to  be  whipped. 

Question.  Is  he  a  leading  democrat  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  democrat  and  was  nominated  for  representative,  and  was 
afterwards  defeated  on  the  democratic  ticket ;  he  is  a  very  popular  man. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Questl^.  He  was  defeated  f 

Anstcer.  He  was  first  nominated,  but  afterwards  they  held  another  meeting  and  nomi- 
nated Captain  Heard. 

Question.  He  was  defeated  in  his  own  party  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  the  man  who  expressed  himself 

Anstcer.  He  said  they  had  not  whipped  any  but  those  they  ought  to  whip. 

QuestUfn.  Did  he  make  that  statement  to  >;ou  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  made  it  to  me.  He  is  as  good  a  friend  as  I  have  in  Haralson 
County. 

Question.  You  were  sheriff  there  f 

Answer.  I  have  acted  as  sheriff. 

Question.  Were  you  elected  ? 

Answer.  I  was  appointed  sheriff;  I  was  elected  bailiff. 

Question.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ? 

Answer.  By  the  ordinary. 

Question.  With  what  political  party  have  been  your  affiliations  ? 

Answer.  Until  1860  I  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  and  I  claim  to  be  a  true  democrat 
now.    But  I  now  generally  vote  with  the  republican  party. 

Question.  You  act  with  them  in  the  elections  t 

Answer.  So  far  as  their  candidates  suit  me  I  vote  for  them ;  where  they  do  not,  I  drop 
them  off. 

Question.  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  jury  in  this  city  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  given  there  the  same  testimony  you  have  given  here  ? 

Anstcer.  They  never  asked  me  as  many  questions  there  as  you  have  here. 

QuesHon.  You  went  there  as  a  witness  upon  an  indictment  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  asked  you  in  regard  to  that  particular  casef 

Answer.  They  asked  me  if  I  knew  anything  about  who  were  Ku-Klux  in  Handson 
County.  I  told  them  I  knew  of  no  man  who  was  a  Ku-Klux,  but  I  had  heard  one  man. 
8»y  he  was  a  Ku-Klux  and  belonged  to  the  organization :  that  was  all  I  knew  about 
them. 

Question.  Of  your  own  personal  knowledge,  you  do  not  know  a  single  man  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  that  one  I  have  just  spoken  of ;  he  said  he  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and 
belonged  to  the  order. 

Question.  Was  there  a  gentleman  before  the  grand  jury  to  examine  you,  Judge  Cald- 
"^©U,  or  Mr.  Pope,  the  district  attorney  T 

An9wer.  Mr.  Pope,  I  think,  was  the  one  who  asked  me  the  most  questions. 

Q^icstion.  In  the  presence  of  the  grand  jury  f  r^  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  Digitized  by  CjOOg Ic 
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Questkm,  And  you  cave  your  knowledge  upon  the  subject  f 
Annver,  Yes,  -sir ;  about  the  Ku-Elux. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHan,  You  say  you  never  knew  personally  of  any  man  belonging  to  the  Eu-Kluxf 

Anatcer,  Only  one,  and  I  have  only  his  say-so  for  it. 

Qtte9<ion.  Who  was  he  f 

Answer.  J.  D.  S.  Foote.  He  said  he  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  belonged  to  t&e  order;  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  was  so  or  not. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  1 

Andiver,  In  Buchanan,  where  I  do. 

Question,  How  old  a  man  is  he  T 

Answer,  He  is  forty  years  old,  I  reckon,  titobably  upwards. 

QuesHon,  What  sort  of  a  character  does  he  bear  T 

ATiawer.  Very  bad:  hardly  any  one  believes  what  he  says. 

Question,  What  side  of  politics  does  ho  go  on  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  democrat ;  but  his  own  party  do  not  believe  him  when  he  tells  any- 
thing, unless  they  know  it  is  so. 

Question,  Did  he  give  you  any  facta  or  circumstances  by  which  you  could  Judge 
whether  he  was  tellmg  the  truth  or  not  f 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  of  any  time  When  he  was  out  with  the  Eu-Klux  t 

Answer,  1  never  heard  that  man  charged  with  being  out.  There  was  a  notice  left  it 
Buchanan  that  they  were  going  to  vlmt  me ;  it  was  left  at  Mr.  Williams's  house.  It 
was  a  notice  that  they  would  visit  my  house  at  a  certain  time,  and  it  was  fligned 
"  K.  K.  K."    But  if  they  ever  came  I  never  saw  them. 

Question,  You  have  never  been  molested  personally  by  th^n  ? 

Ansu>er.  I  never  have. 

By  Mr.  Voorhees  : 

Question,  Mr.  Maynard  has  asked  you  about  men  who  considered  themselves  respeda- 
ble  men,  good  citizens,  &c.  Did  you  ever  see  a  man  who  admitted  that  he  did  not 
consider  himself  a  good  man  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  did.  I  think  generally  the  sorriest  of  them  daim 
to  be  as  good  as  any. 

Question,  The  meaner  they  get  the  more  airs  they  put  on  f 

Answer,  I  think  so.  Captain  Heard  told  me  had  seen  men  in  disguise;  I  never 
have.  He  said  he  visited  a  friend's  house  one  night,  and  a  squad  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
came  to  the  house  that  night ;  but  he  did  not  know  any  of  the  party  at  all. 

Question,  Who  is  this  feUow  you  say  nobody  believes  f 

Answer,  J.  D.  S.  Foote. 

Question,  To  hear  him  talk  he  is  as  good  as  anybody  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  not  find  some  people  who  claim  to  be  as  good  as  anybody,  and  some 
others  who  claim  to  be  a  great  deal  bett^er  than  a  great  many  others ;  is  not  that  aboat 
the  difference  T 

Answer,  The  general  language  used  by  a  man  is,  "  I  am  as  good  as  anybody ;  ^  tittt 
is  what  I  hear  men  say. 

QttestUm,  Are  you  not  satined  by  some  men's  bearing  and  conduct  that  they  consider 
themselves  better  than  others  t 

Answer,  What  I  consider  a  good  man  is  ^  man  looked  upon  as  a  man  of  truth  aad 
veracity,  whose  word  would  bo  depended  upon  and  not  be  disputed,  that  what  tfaer 
promise  can  be  relied  upon.  Now,  Mr.  Monroe  is  that  kind  of  a  man ;  what  he  would 
tell  me  I.  would  believe,  for  I  never  knew  anything  to  the  contrary.  He  is  a  trnthfol 
man,  and  stands  as  fiilr  as  any  man  in  Haralson  County. 

Question,  He  made  those  remarics  about  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Question,  He  justified  these  whippings  f 

Answer,  He  said  he  did  not  thiuK  anybody  was  whipped  only  those  who  oo^^t  to  ^ 
whipped. 

Question,  Did  he  give  any  reason  why  they  ought  to  be  whipped  f 

Answer,  He  did  not  to  me. 

Question,  Is  he  a  fair  specimen  of  members  of  the  different  ofaniches  f 

Answer.  I  believe  he  is  of  the  members  of  the  church  there.  They  generally  mamk 
their  sentiments  as  they  please,  without  being  molested  at  all  by  any  other  memoen. 
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By  Mr.  Bayard: 
QuestUm,  Either  wfty,  and  on  any  side  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Yoorhebs: 
QuesHan*  The  ^pel  is  free  to  all? 
Anmoer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Lansing: 
Question.  What  kind  of  a  Bi^tist  is  that  man—Hard-shell  f 
Aiistoer.  Missionary  Baptist. 

By  Mr.  Batabd  : 
Qucaiion,  You  say  that  people  there  can  speak  their  political  sentiments  as  they 
please? 
Answer,  I  say  their  religions  sentiments. 

ByMr.  Lansinq: 

Question,  You  do  not  mean  their  political  sentiments  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  They  do  not  sj^eak  their  political  sentiments  as  they  please,  with- 
out being  molested ;  I  ao  not  consider  that  they  do;  they  are  very  careful  how  they 
talk  sometimes,  at  any  rate. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

QuesUon,  Who  is  the  Judge  of  the  oriminal  court  of  your  county  ? 

Answer,  R.  D.  Harvey,  of  Rome.  I  carried  a  letter  to  him  Just  before  he  held  court 
there,  stating  that  he  was  threatened  if  he  came  there  and  undertook  to  enforce  the 
laws  against  the  Ku-Klux  in  Haralson  County,  that  he  would  be  shot  upon  his  seat. 
I  have  learned  since  that  there  could  be  evidence  to  that  e£Ebct ;  that  two  men  were 
heard  to  say  that  if  he  undertook  to  enforce  the  law  against  the  Ku-Klux  there  they 
would  shoot  him  on  his  seat. 

Question,  Who  wrote  that  letter  T 

Answer.  The  ordinary  of  the  county. 

QuesHon,  What  is  his  name  T 

Answer,  A.  D.  Woods. 

Question,  Did  you  take  that  letter  to  Judge  Harvey  f 

Answer,  I  earned  it  there,  but  I  could  not  find  him  at  Rome. 

Question.  Did  he  go  down  there  to  hold  court  f 

Answer.  He  went  there,  and  I  informed  him,  and  he  said,  "  I  reckon  there  is  more 
smoke  than  fire  about  it.'' 

Question,  Was  he  interfered  witnT 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Scofisld  : 
Question,  Did  he  try  any  Eu-Klux  f 
Answer,  There  was  not  one  tried. 
Question.  That  was  what  they  threatened  him  about  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

QuesUon,  You  say  there  has  been  no  bill  presented  to  the  grand  jury  on  this  snbject  t 

Answer,  None  at  all. 

Quss^on,  There  was  no  complaint  alleged  that  they  could  act  upon  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Q^uestion,  What  is  the  name  of  the  solicitor  T 

Answer,  C,  D.  Forsyth  is  the  re^lar  solicitor,  but  he  was  not  there  at  this  t^rm  of 
the  court  on  account  of  the  condition  of  his  familv. 

QusstiOT^  Is  Mr.  Forsyth  a  p^rominent  member  ot  the  republican  party  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  fact  that  he  went  to  Washington  and  testified  before  the 
committee  there  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  it. 

Q^estUm.  He  is  the  prosecuting  officer  for  that  county  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir.    I  was  not  there  at  this  term  of  the  court. 

Question.  Who  appointed  Judge  Harvey  T 

Answer,  I  think  he  was  appointed  by  tne  senate  and  the  governor. 

Question.  He  was  nominated  by  Governor  BaUock,  and  confinned  by  the  senate  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesiUm,  You  say  no  bill  has  been  sent  before  the  grand  Jury  at  all  infthat  ooontrt 

Answer,  No,  sir.  u^g^w^bT^i        ^ 
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By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Question,  What  do  you  think  is  the  reason  why  do  complaint  has  been  made  befbre 
the  grand  jniy  for  these  outrages  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  are  afraid  to  do  it.  The  parties  say  that  they  were  informed 
when  they  were  whipped  that  if  they  told  about  them  they  would  be  killed;  that  ia 
the  statement  they  m&ke  to  me. 

By  the  Ohatrman: 

QuestUm.  Is  it  a  part  of  the  duty  of  your  erand  Jury  to  make  pTesentments  of  saoh 
oases  as  they  have  persbnal  knowledge  o^  whether  anybody  goes  before  then  to 
prosecute  or  not? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  the  charge  given  to  the  grand  jury. 

QucstUm,  They  are  the  grand  inquest  of  the  county? 

Answer,  That  is  the  way  the  Judge  chaiges  them. 


'    Atlanta,  Geobqia,  October  25, 1871. 

COLUMBUS  JETER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  How  old  are  vou,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  now  live  f 

Answer,  I  am  in  my  forty-first  year ;  I  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Georgia^  and  I 
am  now  living  in  this  city,  but  I  have  been  living  in  Douglas  County. 

Question,  How  long  did  you  live  in  Douglas  County  f 

Answer,  I  went  there  last  February  was  a  year  ago. 

Question,  When  did  you  leave  there  T 

Anmioer.  I  was  shot  on  the  fourth  night  in  April,  and  I  staid  there  the  next  day,  and 
the  day  after  that  I  left;  I  think  I  left  on  the  6th. 
'     Question,  By  whom  were  you  shot  ? 

Answer,  By  Paul  McWhorter. 

Question,  Tell  us  all  about  it. 

Answer,  I  and  my  wife  generally  taught  night-school  at  home  until  9  o'clock  at  night 
The  neighbors  would  come  into  the  school  and  I  would  give  them  lessons  as  fsa  as  I 
knew  bow.  I  did  not  charge  thom  for  it.  On  the  night  of  the  4th  of  April,  after  school 
was  over,  I  and  my  wife  went  to  bed.  She  had  laid  down  before  me,  and  I  had  just  laid 
my  head  on  the  pillow,  when  I  heard  a  terrible  howling  around  there.  I  thought  it  was 
dogs.  They  kept  howling  to  such  an  extent  that  I  said,  "  Wife,  what  does  that  mean  F 
She  said, ''  I  do  not  know,  husband."  I  said, "  It  is  the  most  curious  howling  of  do£B  I 
ever  hecid."  I  said  to  Mr  Key,  a  man  I  had  hired  there,  *'  Go  to  the  door  and  see  unwit 
is  the  matter."  He  went  to  the  door  and  said, "  Mr.  Jeter,  I  do  not  see  anybody.*  My 
gun  was  lying  there  on  the  bed,  and  I  said, "  Take  the  gun  and  put  it  up  on  the  rack.** 
Just  then  my  dog  broke  out,  and  I  heard  them  say  '^  Shoot  him ;  kill  him."  Iknew  theo 
it  was  the  Ku-Elux,  and  I  broke  right  to  the  chimney  in  my  drawers  and  shirt,  and  went 
right  up  the  chimney.  They  hollered  "  Open  the  door."  They  broke  the  door  open  and 
in  they  came.  My  child  in  the  bed,  twelve  years  old,  was  jerked  out  of  bed,  and  sho 
knew  the  young  man  and  called  his  name.  He  said, "  Hush,  Emily,  I  will  not  hurt  you." 
They  wanted  to  make  them  tell  where  I  was^  but  they  sai^  I  was  not  at  homo.  I  was 
up  in  the  chimney.  My  wife  hollered  so  that  I  was  excited,  and  Uooked  out  of  the  chim- 
ney. The  moon  was  shining  very  bright,  and  they  were  all  droupd  the  house.  One  h<d- 
lered,  "  Grod  damn  him,  here  he  is  in  the  chimney.  Fire  up  the  chimney."  I  hollend 
to  them  not  to  fire,  and  I  would  come  down.  I  thought  that  would  be*better  than  to 
allow  them  to  kill  my  wife  and  children.  The  first  man  who  took  hold  of  me  that  I  swctr 
to  was  Mr.  McWhorter.  He  had  a  piece  of  cloth  on  his  face.  They  jerked  me  down  on 
the  floor.  At  that  time  Dr.  McClarty,  as  I  took  him  to  be,  struck  me  with  a  stick.  Tbey 
jerked  me  out  of  doors.  Mr.  McWhorter  still  held  me  by  the  hair  of  my  hesbd.  White 
they  were  hunting  for  my  gun  and  the  ammunition  I  patted  him  on  the  l<^g  as  I  was 
lying  on  the  ground,  and  said.  "  Master,  don't  let  them  kill  me."  I  kept  getting  up 
by  degrees  until  I  had  my  hands  on  his  shoulders.  At  that  time  they  hoUered 
for  another  man,  who  said  he  would  kill  me,  or  run  me  off;  Herbert  Morris  was 
the  man,  and  ho  came  up  and  said,  "Look,  Look."  They  tied  an  apron  over  my 
face,  so  that  I  could  see  nothing.  Mr.  McWhorter  was  still  holding  me.  In  the 
bright  moon-light  I  could  see  tlm)ugh  the  apron,  for  it  was  made  of  some  tlilB 
stuff;  I  could  see  through  the  cloth.  I  kept  falling  down  as  they  carried  me  along,  in 
order  that  they  might  cet  further  fix)m  me,  so  that  I  could  get  a  chance  to  run.  fiey 
carried  me  to  a  tree.  Mr.  Morris  wanted  to  sell  me  a  horse  and  charge  me  20  p«  emU 
on  the  money.  Mr.  Farmer  sold  me  one  and  charged  me  no  percentage,  and  they  wue 
i^ad  at  mo  for  that.    Morris  said,  "Caul  get  Farmer?"    I  said,  "Hew  at  1  ' 
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of  them  Baid,  **  Now,  Colambns,  do  you  think  a  colored  man  is  as  good  as  a  whitO'man  f  ^ 
I  don't  know  what  I  said.  He  said,  **This  is  for  saying  that  a  nigger  is  as  eood  as  a 
white  man,  and  for  drawing  a  stick  on  a  white  man/'  Mr.  Morris  tried  to  kill  me  once, 
and  I  drew  a  stick  on  him  and  said,  that  if  he  came  up  to  me  I  would  hit  him.  They  car- 
ried me  to  a  tree  and  made  me  hold  my  head  down  to  the  tree.  I  raised  up  my  head 
and  as  I  raised  it,  he  said,  "  God  damn  you,  if  you  raise  again  I  will  hurst  your  head 
open."  I  said,  "  Lord  save  mo,"  and  Jumped  and  run,  and  as  I  got  eight  or  ten  steps  otF 
they  fired  a  gun  and  the  load  struck  me.  I  have  forty-four  shot  in  my  left  shoulder  now. 
They  fired  twice  more,  and  they  hollered,  "  Run  around,  and  we  will  get  him."  The 
moon  was  shining  very  bright.  I  could  see  through  the  apron  for  about  twenty  yards 
behind  me.  I  hollered  and  coughed  so  as  to  make  them  think  nothing  was  the  matter 
with  me.  They  then  considered  and  stopped,  and  I  run  on  about  twenty  vards  further 
and  fell.  I  could  see  them  on  the  hill,  and  hear  the  dogs  bar^  when  those  men  got 
home.  My  wife  run  out  and  followed  them  to  see  which  way  they  carried  me.  When 
the  gun  fired  she  made  there  and  went  to  Mr.  Winn's  house,  and  when  he  came  along 
and  went  into  the  h^se  she  saw  him. 

Question.  Was  he  with  the  crowd  that  took  yon  outT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  disguised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  he  had  a  piece  of  cloth  over  his  face.  I  have  the  apron  here  that 
was  tied  over  my  race,  and  I  have  my  shirt  here  to  show  where  they  shot  me. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  there  in  that  crowd? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell.    I  counted  twelve. 

Question,  Yon  suppose  there  were  more  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  tell.  When  they  stopped  in  the  road  they  seemed  to  keep 
gathering  there. 

Question.  Were  they  riding  or  walking? 

Answer.  They  were  walking,  so  far  as  I  knew.    I  saw  none  riding. 

Question,  Did  you  have  your  school  that  same  night  T 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.  Some  young  man  saw  the  men  pacing  close  to  Mr.  Hewey's,  but 
did  not  know  who  they  were.  Mr.  Morris  drove  me  ofT,  and  told  me  he  intended  to 
kill  me  before  Christmas.  ^ 

Question.  What  is  the  difficulty  between  you  and  him  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  Baptist.  I  went  from  here  to  his  father's  plantation  with  him.  After 
we  moved  to  the  place  I  joined  the  church  there,  and  said  to  him,  '^  Mr.  Morris,  I  want 
to  go  to  the  church  once  a  month."  He  said,  "  That  is  all  right,  Columbus :  may  be 
when  you  go  you  may  bring  something  to  ride."  I  came  to  mv  church  on  a  Saturday. 
He  got  down  sick  and  I  nursed  him  as  I  would  a  child.  I  could  not  love  a  white  man 
better  than  him—like  my  own  brother.  He  canie  out  Monday  morning  and  said, 
"Where  were  you  yesterday!"  1  said,  "  I  went  to  church."  He  said,  "  By  God  that 
don't  suit  me."  I  said  ''Mr.  Morris  didn't  you  agree  to  it  T"  He  said,  ** I  did  agree  to 
it,  but  I  break  it."  I  said,  "  Your  father  and  brother  agreed  to  it."  He  saiu,  "  No 
difference  about  that ;  we  are  all  difierent  men,  and  I  break  the  agreement."  Ho  said, 
**  Your  wife^  the  damned  bitch,  is  teaching  a  colored  school."  I  said,  **  I  work  for  her 
and  maintain  her;  why  should  she  not  teach  school  T  The  laws  of  the  country  permit 
her  to  do  it."  He  said,  "  The  damned  nigger.'^  I  said,  "  Don't  curse  any ;'  we  have 
fallen  out ;  let  us  decide  it."  He  drew  his  knife,  and  I  said,  "  If  you  cut  me  with  that 
knife  I  will  hit  you  with  this  stick."  At  that  time  I  looked  back,  and  I  saw  a  man 
coming,  the  bailiif  of  the  county,  and  I  laid  the  stick  down.  He  came  up  and  stepped 
between  me  and  Mr.  Morris.  He  said,  "  Columbus."  I  said,  "  Sir."  He  said,  "  Leave 
here."  X  said,  **  It  don't  concern  youJ'  He  said,  "  I  will  take  Mr.  Morris's  part."  I 
said,  **  He  drew  a  knife  on  me."  He  said,  *'  No  nigger  shall  draw  a  stick  on  a  white 
man."  I  left,  and  went  on  about  a  mile.  Morris  followed  me,  and  when  I  saw  him 
coming  I  Jumped  over  the  fence.  He  came  up  and  said,  **  What  are  yon  going  to  do  f ' 
I  said,  *'  I  had  best  leave."  He  raised  up  in  his  stirrup  and  said,  ^^  God  Almighty  knows 
that  I  intend  to  kill  you  before  Christmas  if  you  were  the  last  nigger  in  the  world." 
I  said,  "  I  will  pray  for  you."  He  said,  *•  God  damn  you,  I  don't  want  you  to  pray  for 
me."  He  then  said,  "  Are  you  coming  back  f  I  said,  **  No."  He  said,  **  By  God  you 
owe  me. some  com."  I  said,  "I  took  care  of  your  stock  for  seventy  days,  and  will  you 
allow  me  anything  for  that  T."  He  said,  "  What  is  right."  I  said,  "  I  put  in  ten  acres 
of  wheat  and  seven  acres  of  oats ;  what  do  you  allow  me  for  it  T"  He  said,  *'  Nothing." 
I  said,  "  All  right."  He  said,  "  You  owe  Billy  something."  I  said,  •*  Yes."  Then  I  said, 
*'  Now  let  us  make  friends."  Ho  said  he  would  not.  He  went  on  to  the  house,  and  I 
asked  him  to  come  in,  but  he  said,  **  No."  He  said,  "  This  is  all  right."  I  said,  '^  Except 
the  wheat."  I  went  to  Mr.  Hewey  to  work.  He  said,  ^*  Morris,  wl^t  is  it  you  have 
against  Columbus  f "  He  says,  '^  Nothing,  except  that  he  is  a  preacher,  and  goes  to 
meeting  Sunday." 

Question,  They  attacked  you  while  you  were  at  Hewey's  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.    I  had  worked  there  for  a  week,  perhaps.    When  they'< 
my  house  they  said,  "  Wo  have  got  the  preacher  now."     . 

30  G 
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Q^egtkm.  Who  eaid  that  T 

Anncer  Mr.  McWhortcr  and  Mr.  McClarty  said  it  between  them.  ^ 
QueaUan,  Did  you  make  any  attempt  to  bring  these  parties  to  justice  for  thisf 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  got  my  horse  that  night,  the  one  I  had  bought  from  Brotlter 
Farmer.  When  I  got  to  my  house  my  daucbter  and  little  boy  were  in  the  loft,  and  mj 
wife  was  gone.  I  went  to  the  house  of  Air.  Hewey,  and  told  her.  Dr.  McClarty^ 
wife  was  there ;  she  is  a  sister  to  Mrs.  Hewcy.  I  knocked  at  the  door,  and  both  of 
them  jumped  and  said,  "  Lord,  don't  come  here ! "  "I  said, "  Mistress,  don't  get  scared. 
I  am  hurt,  but  nobody  will  hurt  you."  She  said,  *'  Columbus,  don't  come  here."  I 
said,  "  What  shall  I  do ;  the  blood  is  running  o£f  my  back,  and  my  wife  and  children 
are  gonef  She  said,  "Go  right  through  the  woods  to  Mr.  Norton's,  and  tell  him 
that  I  say  go  for  the  doctor."  I  went  there  and  hailed  three  times  without  his 
answering.  The  fourth  time  that  I  hollered  ho  came  to  the  door  and  said,  "Who 
is  that?"  I  said,  "It  is  Columbus;  I  am  shot,  and  Mrs.  Hewcy  says  that  you 
must  go  for  the  doctor."  I  went  for  my  doctor,  but  gave  out  before  I  got  to  the  doctor. 
A  colored  man  took  me  and  laid  me  over  on  my  bel^,  and  then  h^  went  aft«r  the  doc- 
tor, who  came  the  next  momini^  at  nine  o'clock.  When  he  came  he  looked  at  my 
shoulder  and  picked  out  four  of  the  shot.  One  man  staid  with  me  all  night  that 
night,  and  the  next  morning  I  went  up  to  the  justice  of  tbe  peace.  When  I  ^ot  there 
he  asked  me  what  was  the  matter,  and  I  told  him.  He  said,  "  Columbus,  why  don't 
you  take  them  up  with  a  warrant T"  I  said,  "You  must  give  me  protection  wMle  tbe 
court  is  going  on."  He  said,  "  I  cannot."  I  said, "  Can't  you  give  me  protection  to  ^ 
out  of  the  country  and  help  my  wife  and  children  out?"  He  said,  "I  can't."  I  said, 
"  If  you  can't,  it  is  no  use  for  me  to  talce  them  up,  for  it  will  do  no  good  to  do  it,  be- 
cause, after  the  trial  is  over  they  will  kill  me."  He  said,  "I  can't  do  yon  any  good;  I 
will  serve  a  warrant."  I  said, "  Mr.  Maxwell.  I  ask  you  to  toll  me  the  truth  between  yon 
and  me  and  God."  He  said,  "What  is  itf'  I  said,  "Cannon  give  me  justice  heref* 
He  said,  "  I  can't,  for  if  I  do  my  house  will  be  burnt  up  before  four-and-twenty  hours." 
I  said,  "What  shall  I  dof"  He  said,  "Go  down  and  report  to  Judg^e  Erskine."  A 
young  man  who  had  followed  me  up  to  see  what  I  was  going  to  do,  said,  "  Columbus, 
I  want  that  money  you  owe  mdl"  I  said,  "I  will  pay  it."  I  then  said,  "Mr.  Maxwell, 
0write  out  a  certificate,  and  let  him  go  and  get  the  com  for  it."  It  was  written  out, 
still  he  would  not  leave.  At  last  Mr.  Maxwell  said,  "  Why  don't  yon  take  out  a  war- 
rant? I  cannot  do  anything  without  a  warrant."  I  said  to  him,  "  You  say  that  voa 
cannot  protect  me  T  "  He  said,  "  You  can  have  them  arrested  and  brought  to  trial.''  1 
then  stepped  to  the  well  to  get  some  water  to  pour  on  my  shoulder,  there  was  so  much 
fever  in  it.  This  young  man  went  up  to  Maxwell  and  said,  "  What  is  Columbus  going 
to  dof  Is  he  going  to  take  out  a  warrant?"  Mr.  Maxwell  said,  "He  don't  talk  a^ 
though  he  is."  The  young  man  said,  *'He  had  better  not  do  it."  That  is  what  Mr. 
Maxwell  said  to  me,  but  he  denies  it  before  the  court  Mr.  Maxwell  camo  to  the  well 
and  said  to  me,  "Just  leave  your  child  with  some  of  your  colored  friends,  and  go  right 
through  the  woods  to  Atlanta,  from  here."  I  said,  "  Mr.  Maxwell,  I  will  give  you  a 
dollar  a  mile  to  go  with  mc."  He  said,  "  I  would  not  go  with  you  for  a  hundred  doUan 
a  miJo."  I  said,  "  I  will  give  you  fifteen  dollars  to  carry  me  ten  miles— to  carry  me  oot 
of  the  country."  He  saia  he  would  not  do  it.  I  left  my  child  there  with  a  woman,  and 
I  walked  up  to  Atlanta.  They  took  my  dog  out  the  night  they  came  for  me,  and  I  sup- 
posed they  had  killed  him.  Just  as  I  started  to  como  to  Atlanta  the  dog  came  up  to 
me,  and  come  with  me  to  Atlanta.  I  got  here  the  next  morning  about  sunrise  and  re- 
ported here.    That  is  about  all  I  know  about  its 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  see  the  sheriff  of  the  county  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  the  sheriff  at  that  tiipe.    I  have  seen  him  here  sinoe. 

Question.  Did  you  ask  the  sheriff  to  arrest  the  parties  f 

Answer.  I  sent  to  Mr.  Maxwell.  I  cannot  read  writing  very  well,  but  I  can  read 
print.  He  said  in  one  of  the  papers  that  this  was  something  he  had  nothing  to  do  with, or 
something  of  that  kind.  John  M.  Hewey  took  the  papers  away.  He  is  here  in  (own 
this  morning,  so  I  am  told ;  he  sold  cotton  here  this  morning.  I  shall  always  believe 
that  Mr.  Hewey  knew  all  about  it.  He  told  me  Sunday,  "  Columbus,  I  have  got  to  {|e 
down  to  DeKalb ;  mother's  land  is  going  to  be  sold."  I  got  his  mare  and  onrried  her 
off  and  fixed  her  up  and  said,  "  What  must  I  do  next  week  f"  He  said,  **Jast  whatever 
you  choose."  He  went  off'  and  took  his  children.  I  was  shot  on  Tuesday  nigjlit»  and 
he  returned  on  Wednesday.  I  came  here  and  found  that  there  was  no  Land  aold.  I 
inquired  of  his  own  brother-in-law  and  he  knew  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  You  think  he  was  dealing  hypocritically  wiui  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Have  any  of  these  parties  been  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  four  of  them. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  AtNoonan. 

^MMtion.  Before  whom ?  r..    rihv^ifwv.,t 

^iwtaer.' Before  Judge  Wright.    After  the  trial  was  ovei'le  lMSi,^AJSi  Jeter  im 
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excited ;  he  thought  it  wae  the  Kn-Klnx  when  it  was  only  that  he  ran  np  the  chhnney 
and  hnrt  his  shoulder.''  He  said,  *'  If  yon  will  hring  the  men  before  me  I  will  give 
you  justice."  When  they  took  the  testimony  there  the  men  all  said  they  had  company 
and  were  at  home.  Mr.  Freeman  said  that  his  child  was  sick,  and  he  went  down 
after  the  doctor,  and  just  as  he  was  stepping  over  the  doctor^s  fence  he  heard  a  gun 
fired. 

QuestUm.  What  doctor? 

Answer,  Doctor  McClarty.  He  was  the  one  who  wae  talking  to  my  wife,  and  his 
false-face  fell  off,  and  she  saw  his  face. 

Question,  The  witness  testified  that  Doctor  MeCliorty  was  at  home  when  the  gon 
fired! 

Answer,  Yee,  sir. 

QnesHon,  All  the  men  that  yon  charged  with  this  assault  on  yon,  proved  that  they 
were  at  home  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  all  of  them  had  company  that  night. 

Question,  You  say  these  men  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  on  a  wide  piece  of  cloth,  or  false-face :  some  just  tied 
around  the  top  of  the  head.    None  had  on  a  hair  face  except  Doctor  JacClarty. 

Question,  Had  you  heard  of  the  Ku-Klnx  in  that  county  before  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  before  T 

Answer,  They  said  they  had  been  that  year  where  I  lived  before  I  got  there.  This 
young  man  Morris  was  accused  of  being  one. 

Question  .How  many  people  do  you  suppose  belong  to  the  Kn-Klox  there  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell.  They  told  me  when  I  was  down  below  that  they  thought 
there  were  about  forty  in  the  first  raid. 

Question,  Have  any  other  persons  been  molested  by  them  besides  yourself^  to  your 
knowledge  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  There  was  a  colored  man  in  my  neighborhood  that 
they  took  off  in  the  day-time  and  we  have  never  hei^  of  him ;  they  took  him  off 
~  ublicly.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Watson  about  it,  and  aske^  him  what  had  become  of  Bob 
'orton. 

Question,  What  did  they  have  against  him  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  was  living  with  the  man  who  raised  him,  and  he  and  his  daughter 
got  into  contact  in  some  way  or  other. 

Question,  Did  they  have  any  other  complaint  to  make  against  you,  except  what  yon 
have  stated  f 

Answer,  If  there  is  anything  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  now  ? 

Answer,  I  work  in  the  city  here  now ;  I  am  working  at  the  Kimball  House. 

ByMr.  VooRHKBS: 
Question,  How  long  since  you  left  there  T 
ATiswer,  I  was  shot  on  the  4th  night  of  April,  and  I  got  here  on  the  7th  of  April. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  How  long  was  it  before  you  got  well  t 

Answer.  I  am  not  well  yet ;  I  cannot  do  much  with  my  left  arm.  You  can  feel  the 
shot  through  my  shirt.  1  cannot  do  much  work  and  I  have  not  a  cent.  I  left  lUl  my 
corn  in  the  sheriff's  hands.  I  never  saw  my  child  for  three  weeks.  My  wife  had  to 
take  a  wagon  and  go  for  tiie  things  herself:  I  could  set  no  protection  to  come  away. 
If  this  gentleman  here  in  the  court-house,  Mr.  Chaniberlain,  had  not  given  me  a  little 
money,  1  don't  know  how  I  would  have  lived.  I  had  to  send  two  of  my  children 
away. 

Question,  What  doctor  has  been  attending  to  you  ? 

Answer,  Dr.  Pierrepont  first  attended  me,  but  I  had  no  money  to  pay  him  with,  and 
I  went  to  another  doctor.  A  doctor  down  there  took  out  four  of  the  shot  and  I  naid 
faim  in  corn.  He  aUowed  me  a  dollar  a  bushel  for  com,  and  I  paid  him  five  bushels  of 
corn. 

Qus&Hon,  Do  you  olject  to  showing  us  where  yon  were  shot  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  (The  witness  then  bared  his  left  shoulder,  and  showed  where  he 
had  been  shot) 

Question.  Can  yon  feel  the  shot  there  now  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sur )  I  cannot  lie  on  this  side  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Bayabd  : 
Question,  Who  is  the  sheriff  of  that  county  who  you  say  is  np  here  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  the  hieh  sheriff  or  not    I  cannot  think  of  his 
name  just  now.    Mr.  Maxwell  is  the  justice  of  the  peace.  jigitized  by  VjOG 

QuMon.  I  want  to  know  who  is  the  sheriffl  ^  "-^ 
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Answer.  He  was  the  sheriff  of  Douglas  County.  I  cannot  think  of  his  name  just  now, 
but  he  is  a  mighty  good  man  and  wanted  to  see  justice  done  me.  Yes,  I  remember  his 
name ;  his  name  is  James  Clinton. 

Question,  This  injury  was  inflicted  on  you  on  the  night  of  the  4th  of  April,  and  you 
lefb  there  almost  at  once  and  came  up  here  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  sheriff  moved  Brother  Fanner  here  himself;  it  was  said  they 
were  going  to  kill  him.    If  I  had  gone  to  him,  he  would  have  assisted  me. 

Question.  If  you  had  known  who  this  man  was,  do  you  believe  he  would  have  assisted 
you  to  get  justice,  and  protected  you? 

Answer,  Well,  from  the  way  he  has  acted  since,  I  believe  he  would.  The  colored 
people  all  say  he  is  a  just  man. 

Question.  Does  he  belong  to  the  opposite  party  from  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  a  republican.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  in  a  democratic 
office  or  not. 

Question.  Does  he  vote  with  the  black  people  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  does. 

QuesUoiu  They  have  confidence  in  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  came  here*  to  me,  and  said  that  he  would  assist  me.  I  gsve 
him  all  my  corn,  and  said,  *^  Mr.  Clinton,  you  take  it  and  see  me  justified.^ 

Question.  Has  he  done  justice  to  you  in  that  f 

Answer.  Ho  has  not  wiitten  to  me  since. 

Question.  Whep  was  that  done  ? 

Answer,  In  April  last. 

Question,  He  nas  not  accounted  to  you  for  that  com  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  Judge  Wright  T 

Answer.  Judge  Wright  is  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  the  grand  jury  find  bills  against  these  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  was  the  case  tried  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  much  about  law. 

Question.  Was  there  a  jury  in  the  case  f 

Ansv)€r.  No,  sir.  A  man  spoke  to  Judge  Wright  alone^ — Colonel  Farrow — and  told 
him  he  was  an  attorney  for  the  State  in  some  way. 

Question.  He  was  the  solicitor  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  man. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Answer.  His  office  is  in  the  State-house ;  I  believe  he  is  attorney  general. 

Question.  He  was  present  when  this  trial  took  place  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Douglas  was  the  lawyer  on  my  side,  but  he  did  not  say  any- 
thing ;  he  just  sat  there  and  figured. 

Question.  Did  they  examine  you  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer,  ^es,  sir ;  they  examined  me  and  my  wife.  But  the  young  man  that  we 
hired,  they  would  not  let  him  come.  Young  Winn  told  him  that  if  he  would  stay  away 
he  would  pay  him  fifty  cents  a  day,  and  the  boys  who  did  it  would  pay  him  fifty 
dollars. 

Question.    He  was  paid  to  stay  away  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  would  pay  him ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  got  the  money. 

Question.  They  promised  him  the  money  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  blame  him,  for  they  were  scared.  This  young  man  told 
me  that  he  got  on  the  road  expecting  the  Yankees  would  come,  as  we  caU  them,  and 
he  would  see  them,  but  that  he  did  not  see  them.  As  soon  as  he  got  the  money  frem 
the  young  men  he  came  here. 

Question,  He  took  a  bribe  f 

Answer.  He  was  living  with  the  young  men. 

Question.  He  was  paid  his  wages'? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.  I  thought  Judge  Wright  would  subcepna  that,  young  man,  bat  he 
did  not,  for  he  said  it  was  the  Government's  business  to  do  it. 

Question.  Colonel  Farrow  know  your  witness ;  he  was  present  at  the  trial  and  saw 
the  whole  of  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  Colonel  Farrow  obtained  his  office  ? 

Ansicer.  1  do  not.  I  know  I  was  sent  down  with  him  by  the  governor.  Governor 
Bullock  said  that  Colonel  Farrow  would  so  as  my  protector. 

QuesUon.  You  say  that  Governor  Bullock  stated  your  wrongs  to  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  received  a  letter  from  Judge  Wright  the  day  befbre,  and  the 
next  day  I  was  to  go ;  but  I  did  not  get  here  quite  in  time,  and  on  Monday  morning 
Colonel  Farrow  ana  I  went  down  there. 

Question.  You  had  interviews  with  Governor  Bullock,  and  he  put  you  in  charge  <rf 
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Mr.  Farrow,  the  attorney  general  of  the  State,  and  8e:*t  him  down  with  yon  to  see  that 
justice  was  done  to  you  i 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Colonel  Farrow  knows  whether  justice  was  done  or  not ;  he  is  here? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  here. 

Question,  Were  yon  before  the  grand  jnry  here  at  all  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Several  officers  told  me  to  attend  conrt,  and  I  came  here,  bnt  they 
never  called  me  before  any  grand  jnry  at  all. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  trial  of  your  case — the  one  before  Judge  Wright  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  went  to  Judge  Pope  and  told  him  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  asked  him  if  it  could  not  be  prosecuted.  He  said  he  could  not  do  it.  I  then 
went  over  to  a  lawyer  right  across  here,  and  he  examined  the  law,  and  said  they  could 
examine  it  three  times ;  but  Judge  Pope  says  they  could  not  do  it.  I  then  just  let  it 
all  go. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  those  men  they  brought  in  to  swear  that  they  had  company 
that  night  t 

Answer,  Do  I  know  them  all  t 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    All  were  neighbors. 

Question,  Were  they  republicans  or  democrats  1 

Anstcer,  They  were  generally  democrats,  all  but  Doctor  McClarty  ;  he  is  said  to  be  a 
republican ;  but  I  think  all  the  others  are  democrats. 

By  Mr.  Yoorhebs  : 

Question,  The  doctor  was  the  man  who  swore,  and  proved  that  the  rest  were  at 
home  t 

Answer.  Another  man  testified  that  the  doctor  was  at  home.  Mr.  Freeman  said  that 
he  went  for  the  doctor,  and  just  as  he  stepped  over  the  doctor's  fence  he  heard  the  gun 
fired. 

QuesHon,  You  knew  that  was  not  true  f 

Ansufer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  God  knows  it  was  not  tme.  He  has  come  to  me  since  this  case 
was  over  here  and  talked  with  me.  He  said,  "  Columbus,  I  was  troubled  about  this 
case,  and  could  not  help  coming  to  see  you."  I  said,  "  For  what  F  Ho  said,  "  Because 
you  said  I  was  there,  and  I  was  not  there."  I  said,  "  I  knew  you  were  there,  and  my 
wife  knew  you." 

Question,  Why  did  he  go  with  that  crowd  t 

Ansu}er,  For  the  reason  that  all  the  others  did.  One  of  them  asked  rae  if  a  colored 
man  waa  as  good  as  a  white  man.  I  said,  "  Do  you  want  the  truth  ?"  He  said,  "  Yes." 
I  said,  ''  Go  to  the  Scripture ;  there  is  no  difiTerence.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  dif- 
ference between  white  and  colored,  if  they  are  honest."  And  then  I  was  teaching  the 
colored  people  there.  Just  before  they  carried  me  out,  they  said,  **  God  damn  you,  do 
you  think  a  negro  is  as  good  as  a  white  man  f    I  do  not  know  what  I  said  then. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  You  say  the  wife  of  Doctor  McClarty  is  a  sister  to  Mrs.  Hewey  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  would  not  allow  you  to  go  into  the  house  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  said  to  them,  "  I  have  got  your  apron."  She  said,  "  Lord !  he 
has  got  the  apron." 

Question,  Have  you  that  apron  here  t 

Aiwwer.  Yes,  sir ;  here  it  is.  I  can  show  yon  how  they  put  it  to  me.  [The  witness 
then  put  the  apron  on  over  his  face  and  tied  it.] 

Question,  Have  yon  any  idea  whose  apron  that  was  t 

Answer,  I  had  an  idea,  but  it  may  not  be  true. 

Question.  Whose  do  you  think  it  was  t 

Answer,  I  thought  it  was  Herbert  Morris's  mother's  apron. 

Question.  Have  you  the  shirt  which  you  had  on  when  shot  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  here  it  is.  [The  witness  showed  the  shirt  with  shot-holes  in  the 
left  shoulder.] 


Atlanta,  Georoia,  October  25, 1871. 
AURY  JETEB  (colored)  sworn  And  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qu^iwn.  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  now  live  Ibjj^ 
Answer.  I  am  about  thirty-five  years  old ;  1  wae  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Georgia ; 
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and  have  been  liying  in  Atlanta  since  the  emancipation,  except  for  a  time,  when  I  was 
in  the  country  on  a  fann. 

Question,  Were  you  bom  a  slave  t 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  you  the  wife  of  Columbus  Jeter  ? 

Anaioer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUnu  Were  yon  present  at  the  time  last  April  that  he  was  shot  t 

Answer,  I  was  not  present  when  he  was  shot.  They  carried  him  into  the  woods,  and 
would  not  suffer  me  to  go.  '^I  was  at  home  when  t^ey  came  into  the  house. 

Question.  Go  on  and  tell  us  all  that  was  done  by  them. 

Answer,  You  want  to  know  the  circumstances  generally  f 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer,  It  was  between  11  and  12  o'clock  on  the  4th  night  of  ApriL  We  were  about 
to  go  to  bed ;  Mr.  Jeter  had  laid  down ;  we  heard  an  awful  noise  in  the  road,  and  the 
dog  began  to  bark,  and  there  was  a  pistol  fired.  Then  a  man  jumped  at  the  door,  and 
cried  out,  "  Open  the  door,  God  damn  you ;  I  will  kill  you  if  you  don't  open  the  diwr.'* 
He  kept  repeating  it,  but  we  were  frightened  half  to  death,  and  did  not  open  the  door. 
They  took  an  ax  and  burst  tlie  door  open,  and  came  in.  My  husband  went  up  th» 
chimney.  I  was  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  floor.  We  had  a  man  living  there  that 
we  had  hired,  and  they  asked,  ^^  Where  is  that  God-4amn  preacher  f  The  young  man 
said  he  did  not  know  where  he  was.  They  beat  me  over  tne  head,  and  took  me  by  tb» 
hair  of  the  head,  and  kept  asking  where  he  was.  I  said  I  did  not  know  where  he  was. 
Directly  Doctor  McClarty  came  and  caught  hold  of  my  shoulder,  and  told  them  to  fiie 
the  house.  I  screamed  and  beg^d  them  not  to  kill  me.  Directly  one  cau^t  ine  on 
each  shoulder,  and  another  put  his  pistol  at  my  breast,  and  thejr  cried  out,  *'  God  damn 
her,  shoot  her.''  I  said,  "  Don't  shoot ;  I  will  tell  you  where  he  is.  He  is  up  the  chim- 
ney." They  went  there,  and  fired  up  the  chimney.  They  kept  on  pulling  me  aroond 
and  around,  and  Doctor  McClarty  came  and  caught  me  by  the  shoulder.  '  He  had  a  hick- 
ory withe  about  as  long  as  my  arm.  As  he  drew  back  to  hit  me,  I  said,  "  O,  doctor." 
for  I  thought  he  would  kill  me,  as  I  was  only  in  my  night-clothes.  When  I  said,  "0, 
doctor,"  he  let  me  go  and  went  out  of  the  house.  They  gathered  hold  of  Columbus, 
who  had  come  down  the  chimney,  as  if  they  were  going  to  kill  him.  They  dr^need 
him  out  by  the  hair  of  the  head.  They  carried  me  out,  and  started  to  whip  me.  They 
exposed  me. 

Question,  Howf 

Answer,  They  turned  my  clothes  up  to  my  waist.  One  of  them  went  up  and  said 
that  I  had  told  the  truth  and  should  be  let  alone ;  he  said  it  was  ridiculous  to  treat  me 
in  that  way.  My  little  cirl  was  in  the  bed ;  they  jerked  her  out  by  the  nape  of  the  neck. 
The  man  who  took  me  from  these  men  came  up,  and  that  was  the  way  I  first  found  oat 
he  was  along.  His  name  was  Billy  McWhorter,  and  ho  said  to  my  little  girl,  *'  Emil^v, 
you  shall  not  be  hurt."  It  seemed  that  he  knew  her  name.  They  would  nit  me  a  lick 
sometimes,  but  did  not  seem  to  want  to  bruise  me  up.  But  thoy  pulled  on  my  hair  till 
the  top  of  my  head  was  sore  for  over  two  months.  They  blindfolded  Mr.  Jeter  with 
an  apron,  and  I  ran  out  and  begged  them  to  let  my  husband  alone.  One  of  them 
turned  and  shoved  me  back  into  the  house.  I  went  int/O  the  house,  and  when  they  left 
the  door  I  went  out  again.  They  pushed  me  in  again,  and  stood  at  the  door  one  of 
them  with  a  pistol.    I  saw  where  they  were  carrying  my  husband. 

Question,  When  did  you  see  your  husband  again  f 

Answer,  Next  morning  about  half  past  eight  o'clock. 

Question,  Where? 

Ansujer,  About  two  miles  from  where  he  was  hurt.  He  was  bleeding  when  I  got  to 
him,  with  the  same  shirt  on,  all  bloody  and  smutty,  where  he  had  been  np  the  chim- 
ney. 

Question,  Had  you  or  he  been  teaching  school? 

Aiiewer,  1  was  teaching  a  day-school,  and  he  had  a  night-school  for  those  who  could 
not  come  in  the  day-time,  for  the  old  settled  men  in  the  country. 

Question,  How  much  education  have  you  and  hef 

Answer,  I  have  studied  geography,  arithmetic,  and  grammar,  and  reading  and  spdl' 

ing- 

Question,  Where  did  you  obtain  your  education  ? 

Anmccr,  In  slave  times  we  had  a  .colored  man  who  knew  how  to  spell  a  little,  and 
unbeknown  to  the  others  I  learned  my  letters,  I  went  to  school  in  Knoxville,  Tennes- 
see, and  awhile  in  Memphis,  Tennessee ;  and  two  months  here  since  I  was  free. 

Question,  To  whom  did  you  go  to  school  in  Knoxville  t 

Answer.  To  a  man  who  taught  in  the  Presbyterian  school  up  above  Cumb^iaiid 
street.  There  were  eight  northern  teachers  there ;  it  was  in  1665,  after  the  £ili  of 
Richmond,  when  President  Lincoln  was  killed. 

Question,  Was  it  Mr.  Cresswell  t  C^r^r\n]o 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  name.  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 

QuesUon,  How  long  were  you  in  Knoxville? 
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Answer,  Abont  four  months. 

Qttestion.  How  much  edacation  had  your  hnsband  f 

Answer.  Ho  can  just  read  and  can  spell  pretty  well.  I  taught  him  what  little  he 
knows. 

Question.  Can  yon  write  f 

Answer.  I  can  write  some,  not  much ;  the  hardest  thing  I  have  tried  to  learn  has  been 
writing.  I  can  make  the  letters  very  well,  but  I  cannot  write  a  letter  very  well,  for  it 
takes  me  so  long.  • 

Question.  Do  yon  know  to  whom  the  apron  belonged  that  was  tied  over  yonr  hus- 
band's face  ? 

Ansti'ir.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  it. 

Question.  Whose  was  it  ? 

A  nsxcer.  It  was  Mr.  Morris's  mother's  apron.  She  lives  right  in  sight  of  where  I  lived, 
and  I  cooked  for  her  son  five  months  last  year,  and  she  came  and  helped  me  cook  for 
him  several  times,  with  that  very  apron  on. 

Question.  What  is  his  namet 

J(n«fcr.  Herbert. 

Question.  Had  you  any  children  except  this  little  girlt 

Answer.  We  had  a  step  son  and  daughter  of  his.    I  have  no  children  of  my  own. 

Question.  How  ihauy  of  these  people  did  you  know  f 
*  Answer.  I  knew  four  of  them.  * 

Question.  Who  were  they  T 

Answer.  Mr.  Winn,  Mr.  McWhorter,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Doctor  McClarty. 

Question.  Which  Morris  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Herbert  Morris. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  reason  Vhy  they  should  treat  you  and  your  husband  in 
that  way  ? 

Answer.  The  ereatest  objection  I  knew  that  he  had  to  us  was  because  we  would  at- 
tend church.  We  would  attend  church  once  a  month,  twelve  miles  from  where  we 
lived. 

Question.  Did  he  make  any  complaint  about  your  teaching  school  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  great  deal  of  complaint,  and  called  me  names  about  teaching ;  but 
I  did  not  pay  attention  to  that. 

Question.  You  taught  only  those  of  your  own  color  f 

Answer.  That  is  all— not  exactly  my  color,  but  those  a  great  deal  darker  than  I  am ; 
those  of  my  race,  thdngh. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  your  color  you  mean  the  negro  race  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  your  mother  a  colored  woman  f 

Answer.  She  was  half  white,  and  my  father  and  my  grandfather  were  white  men ;  I 
am  three-quarters  white. 

Question.  You  are  what  is  called  a  quadroon  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  not  so  light-colored  as  I  have  been.  I  worked,  out  last  year 
a  great  deal,  and  1  am  somewhat  sunburnt. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  Ooioter  25, 1871. 

JAMES  NANCE  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  old  are  you,  where  were  you  bom,  where  do  you  now  live,  and  what 
is  your  occupation  ? 

Anstcer.  I  am  forty-three  years  old ;  I  was  bom  in  South  Carolina,  and  I  now  live  in 
Whittield  County.  Georgia ;  I  am  a  farmer. 

Questioii.  How  rar  do  you  live  ftom  Dalton,  Georgia  ? 

Answer.  I  live  eleven  miles  below  Dalton. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  those  people  that  are  commonly  called  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  I  have  seen  men  in  disguise.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  Ku-Klnx  or 
what  they  were. 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  them  f 

Answer.  I  saw  them  in  my  own  house  and  yard. 

Question.  When  t 

Answer.  It  was  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  September  of  this  year. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  t 

Answer.  Well,  there  were  eight  in  the  house  and  yard,  and  one  at  the  gate ;  I  do 
not  know  that  the  one  at  the  gate  was  disguised ;  I  did  not  see  him ;  I  only  ueard  him 
call  to  the  others.  "^ 
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Question,  How  were  they  disffoised  t 

Answer,  They  had  some  kind  of  cap  over  their  heads,  and  a  veil  that  csaae  down 
part  of  the  way,  and  a  dress  or  a  gown  that  came  down  to  the  feet  of  most  of  them. 

Question,  Were  they  riding  or  walking  7 

Answer,  They  came  there  on  horseback. 

Question,  Were  their  horses  disgaised  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,*  How  were  they  disgaised  f 

Answer,  Some  of  them  were  covered  with  some  kind  of  white  cloth ;  they  were  not 
all  disguised ;  the  men  had  a  cross  on  the  waistbands  of  their  pants ;  it  looked  black, 
and  like  it  was  made  of  morocco  leather. 

Question,  Were  they  armed  f 

Ansxoer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  had  pistiols  in  their  hands,  with  their  thumbfl  upon  the 
h'ammer,  and  finders  upon  the  tngger,  with  the  muzzle  pointing  rather  downward ; 
that  was  theposition  they  stood  in  after  they  got  reconciled. 

QuesiMm*  Wnen  did  they  come  to  your  house  T 

Ans^teer,  I  reckon  it  was  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock. 

Question,  Tell  us  what  they  said  and  did. 

Answer.  They  did  not  say  a  great  deal ;  after  thev  saw  I  would  not  come  out  of  the 
house,  one  man  said  that  he  wished  to  see  me  and  talk  with  me ;  I  told  him  t  would 
talk  with  him  in  the  house ;  he  said  that  my  former  acts  had  been  bad :  that  I  h^4 
caused  trouble  there,  and  that  I  would  have  to  promise  them  that  I  would  attend  to 
my  own  business,  and  not  cause  any  more  trouble  ;•  that  I  would  not  meddle  with  the 
business  of  anybody  else. 

Question,  Did  they  say  anything  about  your  leaving  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Of  what  conduct  of  yours  did  they  particularly  complain ;  or  was  it  of 
your  general  conduct  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  had  reference  to  the  body  of  the  negro  that  was  found  in  the 
river  there ;  there  was  a  body  of  a  negro  found  there  in  the  sediment  of  the  river ;  I 
had  seen  the  negro  chained  in  one  of  these  men's  out-houses,  that  he  used  in  the 
woods  where  he  was  getting  out  timber  for  the  railroad ;  he  had  the  negro  chained  by 
the  aiikle ;  I  saw  him  there  on  the  20th  day  of  August  of  this  year,  with  the  chain 
locked  around  his  ankle,  and  around  the  log  next  to  the  sill  of  the  house.  I  was  taken 
before  the  coroner's  jury,  and  was  qualifi^,  as  I  was  here  a  few  moments  ago,  and 
they  asked  me  questions,  and  I  told  them  what  I  had  seen ;  and  I  told  of  other  men 
who  had  s^n  the  same  thing ;  they  found  the  man  guilty  of  murdering  the  ne^ro.     ' 

Question,  That  is,  the  coroner's  Jury  found  that  the  negro  had  been  murdered  by  that 
mant 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestAon.  You  saw  this  negro  chained  in  lus.  out-house  f 

Answer,  I  saw  him  chained  in  an  out-house  that  Posey  Sebastian  used  for  the  hands 
to  stay  in  that  he  employed  to  cut  timber  for  the  railroad ;  the  house  was  in  the  woods.^ 
I  can  give  you,  if  you  desire  them,  some  of  the  statements  that  the  negro  made  to  me. 

Question,  Go  on  and  give  them. 

Answer,  I  asked  the  negro  how  long  he  had  been  there.  I  was  a  little  excited  about 
the  thing  ;*I  did  not  like  it  at  all.  Ue  told  me  that  that  made  three  Sundays  that  he 
had  been  there ;  that  they  had  kept  him  chained  there  in  the  house.  He  said  they 
kept  him  chained  there  at  night,  and  in  the  day-time  he  was  carried  into  the  woods 
and  made  to  work  at  a  task ;  that  when  he  did  not  do  his  task,  they  would  whip  him. 
I  asked  him  to  show  me  the  marks  where  he  had  been  whipped,  and  he  pulled  off  his 
coat.  He  did  not  have  on  any  shirt  of  any  account,  only  some  little  strings.  He  was 
all  cut  and  smashed  with  hickories ;  his  back  was  all  bruised  and  so  were  his  arms.  I 
went  on  to  a  neighbor's  house,  and  asked  some  of  them  to  go  with  me  with  the  inten- 
tion of  liberating  the  negro ;  but  the  men  told  me  that  they  would  not  go  into  it,  for  they 
were  afraid  of  the  Sebastians;  that  it  ought  to  be  done,  but  they  were  afraid  they 
would  get  into  trouble  if  they  did  it.  That  was  on  Sunday  evening.  On  the  Tuesday 
following,  one  of  those  men  sent  after  this  Sebastian,  and  told  him  what  had  been  seta, 
and  who  had  seen  it,  and,  I  suppose,  he  told  him  the  proposition  I  had  made ;  that  is 
what  he  told  me.  Sebastian  went  back  and  took  up  the  negro,  and  asked  hiui  who  had 
been  there  on  Sunday.  The  negro  did  not  know  me  or  my  son  either,  but  he  told  the 
name  of 'another  man  who  had  been  there ;  ho  said  three  men  had  been  there,  and  told 
him  that  he  should  be  liberated.  That  made  Sebastian  raving  at  me;  and  the  teeti- 
i;iony  that  I  gave  before  the  coroner's  Jury  made  him  more  so. 

Question.  How  long  after  you  saw  that  man  chained  there  was  his  body  found  in  the 
river? 

Answer,  I  saw  him  chained  there  on  Sunday,  the  20th  day  of  August,  and  on  the 
Sunday  following  he  was  found  in  the  river  with  a  railroad  clamp  around  his  neck;  at 
least  so  it  was  said ;  I  did  not  go  to  see  him. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  body  appeared  as  if  it  had  been  in  the  water 
any  length  of  time  ? 

Anstoer.  I  had  some  Mends  on  the  jpry,  and  thej  told  me  some  things  I  suppose  they 
would  not  have  told  other  men.  It  was  proved  before  the  jury,  so  some  of  the  Jui^  told 
me,  that  he  was  put  in  there  on  Tuesday,  late  in  the  evening,  after  the  Sunday  I  saw 
him ;  he  had  been  in  there  some  four  or  five  days. 

QuestUm.  It  would  appear,  then,  that  they  had  thrown  him  into  the  river  pretty  soon 
after  they  got  this  information  of  your  having  seen  him  chained  there  f 

Answer.  They  got  the  information  on  Tuesday,  and  Tuesday  night,  or  at  least  Wed- 
nesday morning,  the  negro  was  missing.  I  had  a  little  place  above  there,  and  I  had  to 
pass  by  there  to  go  to  my  place.  I  would  go  around  with  my  wagon,  but  would  let 
my  little  boys  go  through  there  to  see  if  the  i^egro  was  there ;  and  on  Wednesday 
morning  he  was  gone. 

Question.  When  they  came  to  your  house,  did  they  say  anything  to  you  about  your 
having  been  a  witness  in  that  case  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  thought  that  was  what  they  had  reference  to ;  that  was  the 
only  charge  they  ever  had  against  me  that  I  know  of.  I  had  been  living^there  eighteen 
or  ninete^  years,  and  never  had  any  difiiculty  with  any  man  before  tlmt  time. 

Question.  What  was  it  they  said  abont  your  conduct  t 

Answer,  They  said  my  conduct  had  been  very  bad ;  that  I  had  cansed  trouble,  and 
must  promise  that  I  would  just  attend  to  my  own  business,  and  not  interfere  hereafter 
with  other  people's  business. 

Question.  Without  telling  you  what  you  iad  done  that  they  objected  to  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  t 

Answer,  I  knew  two  of  them  very  well. 

Question.  Who  were  they  f 

Answer.  This  same  Sebastian  and  his  brother. 

Question.  Have  any  persons  been  arrested  for  killing  that  necro  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  bnt  this  man  Posey  Sebastian  h^  not  made  himself  public  in  the 
settlement  all  the  time ;  he  would  come  in  once  a  week  or  so,  and  stay  a  day  and  night, ' 
and  that  was  all  that  the  people  would  see  of  him. 

Question.  He  was  one  of  the  men  supposed  to  have  killed  the  negro  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Did  the  coroner  order  his  arrest? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did :  at  least  the  bailiff  told  me  that  if  I  woold  let  him  know 
any  time  that  Sebastian  was  in  the  settlement  he  would  arrest  him. 

Question.  He  has  not  been  arrested  f 

Answer,  He  has  not  been  arrested,  or  had  not  been  when  I  left  there. 

Question,  Did  those  disgui^d  people  visit  anybody  else  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  they  went  from  my  house  to  Besaca,  a  little  town  on  the  railroad. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  there  T 

Answer.  They  went  in  and  bought  whisky,  and  reared  around  over  the  town  there, 
and  shot  off  their  pistols  several  times.  Four  of  them  went  to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Han- 
cock ;  he  said  he  knew  one  of  them  :  he  saw  him  through  the  window. 

Question.  Were  there  a  number  of  witnesses  before  the  grand  jury  agatnst  this  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question^  Were  any  of  the  others  visited  as  well  as  yourself  I 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  any  of  the  other  witnesses  before  the  grand  Jury 
were  visited  by  them. 

Question.  How  far  was  this  house  where  the  negro  was  found  from  Dalton  t 

Answer,  Eleven  miles. 

Question,  How  far  was  it  from  Resaca  f 

Answer,  It  was  four  miles. 

Question.  Is  Besaca  a  railroad  station  between  Dalton  and  Chattanooga? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  is  a  station  this  side  of  Dalton,  the  first  station  above  Calhoun. 
Keeaca  is  in  Gordon  County,  and  the  negro  was  whipped  iu  Whitfield  County ;  his 
body  was  found  in  the  river  just  below  the  Gordon  line. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  this  man  Sebastian  having  any  connection 
with  the  Ku-Klux  order  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  organization  of  that  kind,  though  there 
have  been  some  depredations  committed  there  by  disguised  men ;  I  do  not  know  what 
kind  of  organization  they  have. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Sebastian  or  his  brother  say  anything  about  the  Ku-Klux  at 
the  trial  before  the  coroner  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  myself. 

Question,  Did  yon  have  any  reliable  information  about  that  f 

Answer.  1  had  information  of  what  he  said.  ,    ^uf^ooalp 

Qu^tion,  What  was  it  ?  ^'^'^'^"^  by  >^OOg  IL 
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Atmoer,  I  was  told  that  be  Bftid  all  the  Kn-Klux  were  not  huog,  and  he  did  not  Udiik 
any  of  them  would  be  bung. 

Question,  Did  he  spve  it  oat  or  let  it  be  nndeistood  that  he  was  one  of  them  t 

Atmoer,  I  do  not  Know  that  he  eaid  he  was. 

Question.  He  said  that  they  were  not  all  bung,  and  he  did  not  think  any  of  them 
would  be  bung  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  what  reason  they  had  for  treating  that  negro  in  that  way  t 

Answer,  I  have  heard  both  their  tales — the  negro's  tale  and  Sebastian's  tale. 

Question,  What  was  that? 

Answer,  Sebastian  said  that  the  boys  thought  the  negro  tried  to  steal  some  meat. 
When  I  understood  from  some  of  my^neigbbors  there  that  Sebastian  was  treating  the 
nemro  in  that  way,  I  went  to  him.  and  told  him  that  he  had  better  stop  it  or  it  would 
m&e  trouble  there.  We  were  friendly  then,  and  I  went  to  him  about  it.  He  had 
several  hands  hired,  and  he  said  that  some  of  the  boys  thon^t  that  the  negro  had 
been  trying  to  steal  some  meat.  Some  of  the  other  hands  that  he  had  there  told  me 
that  the  negro  did  not  try  to  steal  imy  meat,  but  that  he  wanted  to  go  home,  and 
Sebastian  wanted  him  to  stay  there  and  work.  The  negro  himself  told  me  that  he 
did  not  feel  satisfied  there,  and  wanted  to  go  home.  He  said  that  he  started  ta  go 
home,  and  they  run  him  down  and  caught  him,  and  took  him  back  and  whipped  him 
tremendously.  It  was  proved  before  the  coroner's  Jury  that  two  respectable  white 
men  saw  him  whipped ;  they  swore  so  before  the  jury,  or  at  least  they  told  me  they 
did. 

Question,  Who  was  the  negro  f 

Answer,  His  name  was  Matt  Moore — so  he  said  when  I  asked  him  his  name  that 
Sunday.' 

Question,  Did  you  know  him  before  T 

Answer,  I  never  saw  him  before  in  my  life. 

Question,  How  old  was  be  f 

Answer,  He  looked  like  he  was  about  twenty-four  years  old.  I  wanted  to  know  who 
he  was  and  where  he  came  from.  I  did  not  think  it  was  right  that  he  should  be  treated 
in  that  way.  I  think  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Fields  raised  him,  a  man  who  had  owned  a 
great  many  slaves. 

Question,  Tou  made  it  your  business  to  see  that  he  had  what  you  thought  was  justice 
and  fair  play  ? 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  it  was  my  business  to  do  it ;  I  might  have  been  wrong. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question,  What  kind  of  people  are  these  Sebastians,  and  how  many  of  them  are 
there  f 

Answer,  Well,  you  may  think  I  am  mad  with  the  Sebastians,  and  might  not  do  then 
justice.  There  is  a  man  here,  a  Mr.  Harris,  who  will  come  before  you  next,  I  suppoae, 
and  I  will  let  him  state  to  you  what  kind  of  men  the  Sebastians  are.  I  can  tell  yoo 
how  many  there  are ;  there  are  William,  Posey,  Henry,  and  Columbus  Sebastian,  all 
laige,  stout,  young  men. 

Quisstion,  Do  they  all  live  together  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  William  is  married. 

Question,  Who  had  the  negro  in  chains  f 

Answer,  Posey  Sebastian. 

Question,  Does  he  live  by  himself? 

Answer,  He  made  bis  home  at  his  father's. 

Question,  Tou  have  said,  ^^  They  whipped  him."  I  want  the  innocent  excluded  from 
the  guilty. 

Answer,  I  will  explain  that  to  you.  Posey  Sebastian  and  a  negro  that  Sebastian  had 
raised,  and  another  that  be  hired,  all  whipped  him ;'  they  acknowledged  that  them- 
selves. This  negro  man  Matt  told  me  that  those  three  whipped  him,  and  that  another 
man,  by  the  name  of  Marion  Leadbetter,  also  whipped  him ;  but  the  man  who  testified 
before  the  coroner's  jury  only  testified  to  three  who  whipped  him. 

Question,  I  have  asked  you  about  the  character  of  those  men  for  this  reason :  the  ob- 
ject of  this  committee  is  to  discover  what  violations  of  law  there  are  in  Georgia  that 
render  people  unsafe  in  person  or  in  proj>erty.  In  order  to  do  that  we  ought  to  know 
who  are  the  innocent  and  who  are  the  guilty.  Therefore,  when  a  man  does  an  act  like 
that,  I  want  to  know  whether  there  is  anything  like  a  public  sentiment  that  sustains 
him  in  it,  or  whether  he  is  a  single  bad  individual  in  the  midst  of  a  kindly  diq[Kieed 
and  decent  community.    Do  you  understand  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Therefore  I  want  to  know  whether  a  man  who  would  do  such  an  act  as 
that  bears  a  good  character  in  the  community  where  he  lives  f 

Answer,  Well,  this  happened  on  Saturday  night ;  on  Monday  morning  I  got  a  horse 
and  rode  around  to  all  the  citizens  to  see  what  course  should  be  pursued,  or  whether 
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we  should  do  MiytfaiDg  with  him  or  let  him  paaa.  Erery  one  of  the  good  citizens 
around  there,  iJl  the  neighbors,  told  me  to  put  it  through,  and  if  I  did  not  have  money 
and  it  cost  money,  that  I  could  have  it 

QuestUm,  The  general  sentiment  of  that  -community  was  in  condemnation  of  this 
cruelty  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Questian.  When  you  went  to  your  neighbors,  did  you  see  any  man  that  did  not  look 
with  abhorrence  upon  that  crime  f 

Anmoer,  I  did  not,  but  yet  they  were  niniA. 

Question.  Was  this  Sebastian  a  violent  man  f 

Answer.  I  think  so  ,*  he  had  killed  one  negro  before  that,  but  it  was  at  home  and 
nothing  was  done  about  it. 

QMsUan.  Was  he  a  desperate  and  Tiolent  man  f 

Answer.  I  think  so.  * 

Qnestian.  Was  it  because  of  that  that  they  did  not  like  to  oome  in  contact  with  him  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  understand  you  exactly. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  Sebastian  was  a  desperate  and  violent  char- 
acter f 

Ansujer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  the  objection  of  the  neighbors,  who  disapproved  of  this  act,  to  help  do 
anything  about  it,  because  they  were  afraid  of  this  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  said  it  ought  to  be  done,  but  they  did  not  want  to  get  into 
trouble. 

Question.  Was  that  the  general  sentiment  of  your  conmmnity  with  regard  to  that 
actt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  decent  man  in  your  community,  without  regard  to  his 
political  opinion,  who  appn^ved  of  that  act  f 

Answer.  I  do  not.  1  Imow  this,  that  this  man  Sebastian  went  off  and  was  gone  about 
a  month.  When  he  first  came  back  and  made  his  appearance  there  he  came  to  church, 
where  all  of  his  associates  and  acquaintances  were.  There  was  not  a  man  there,  young 
or  old,  who  would  speak  to  him  or  who  would  sit  with  him,but  his  brothers;  not  a  man 
exc^t  one  wh»  this  man  Sebastian  had  been  in  business  with  last  year. 

Question.  That  was  the  sentiment  with  regard  to  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  coroner's  jury  found  that  the  negro  had  been  mxurdered 
by  Sebastian  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  verdict. 

Question.  When  was  that  verdict  found  f 

Ansu}er.  I  do  not  know  when  they  made  their  decision  about  it.  I  saw  the  negro 
chained  in  the  bouse  on  Sunday,  the  20th ,  of  August,  and  the  next  Sunday  he  was 
found  in  the  river.  On  M6nday  morning  I  was  oalled  as  a  witness  before  the  coroner's 
jury,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  th^y  found  a  verdict  that  day  or  not.  The  case  stood 
open  and  they  examined  witnesses  for  a  week  or  two. 

Question.  It  was  some  time  in  September  that  the  coroner's  jury  found  their  verdict 
of  guilty  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  there  been  a  grand  jury  in  session  in  your  district  since  that  verdict 
was  found  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir :  there  was  a  grand  jury  in  Gordon  County. 

Question.  Whent 

Answer.  I  think  the  first  week  in  October. 

Question.  Have  they  found  an  indictment  against  this  man  Sebastian  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  have ;  the  bailiff  told  me  to  let  him  know  when  Sebastian  was 
in  the  settlement,  and  that  he  had  a  warrant  against  him. 

Question.  He  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  the  negro  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  at  first  he  went  off  and  hid  himself  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  find  him  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  any  search  has  been  made  for  him. 

Question.  Was  he  evading  the  process  of  the  law  f 

Answer.  I  saw  the  bailiff  the  night  I  came  down  here,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was 
just  waiting  to  find  out  where  he  was. 

Question.  And  when  he  found  him  he  was  going  to  arrest  him  f 

Answer.  He  said  he  was. 

Question.  If  he  is  arrested  and  brought  before  a  jury  of  that  county  wiU  he  be  con- 
victed, do  you  think  T  ♦  QOijlC 

Answer.  I  only  know  the  sentiment  of  my  own  county.    I  live  in  Whitefield  County, 
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and  this  case  will  be  tried  in  Gordon  County.  I  know  that  in  Whitefield  Connity  eveiy 
man  is  against  bim,  and  for  giving  bim  jnstice. 

QuestUM.  Yon  believe  tbat  in  a  case  of  tbis  kind,  if  tbe  evidence  comes  oat  which 
yon  have  beard,  tbat  man  will  be  convicted  by  a  jnry  of  that  county  and  ponisbed  f 

Answer,  I  do.  I  believe  tbat  Judge  Parrott  is  a  man  who  will  have  things  done  ap 
jnst  right ;  be  is  one  of  tbe  best  Judges  ever  upon  tbat  circuit. 

Qtieation,  Does  Judge  Parrott  also  hold  court  in  Barlow  County  t 

Answer.  I  think  be  does. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  fact  tbat  be  presided  there  at  a  ixial  wb^^  three  dis- 
guised men  were  convicted  of  the  murder  of  a  negro,  and  were  sentenced  to  the  peni- 
tentiary for  life  t 

An»wer,  I  onl^  know  from  hearsay ;  I  have  beard  so.  ' 

Question.  He  is  tbe  same  judge  to  which  you  refer  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.  A  gentleman  came  down  with  me  last  Monday  morning  a  week 
ago,  and  told  me  tbat  circumstance.    I  know  tbat  Judge  Parrott  is  on  that  circuit. 

By  tbe  Chairman  : 

QaesU&n.  You  say  tbat  Posey  Sebastian  came  to  your  house  with  those  diflgnised 
ment 

Answer,  I  say  so ;  be  did. 

Question.  Did  all  four  of  tbe  Sebastians  come  there  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  swear  to  but  two  of  them ;  I  can  swear  to  two  of  tbe  men  in  the 
crowd. 

Question.  Who  were  there  besides  tbe  Sebastians  f 

Ansvser,  There  was  a  strange  man  who  did  the  talking ;  I  saw  his  fa/oe  plain,  but  I 
did  not  know  bim. 

Question,  Do  you  know  where  he  lives  t 

Anstoer,  I  do  not  know  the  man.  ^ 

Question.  Did  be  say  where  be  was  from  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  been  a^ed  something  about  the  political  opinions  of  pariiee;  to 
what  political  party  did  these  Sebastians  belong  f 

Ansujer,  Well,  they  claim  to  be  democrats,  but  I  do^not  know  tbat  they  are  firm. 

Question,  You  say  tbis  Posey  Sebastian  bad  killed  a  black  n;ian  before  this  on  his  own 
placet 

Answer.  He  did  it  at  bis  father's  house,  but  nothing^  was  said  about  it.  It  ^^as  said 
tbat  it  was  accidental,  but  it  was  not  tbe  general  opinion  of  the  neighbors  that  it  was; 
I  do  not  know  bnt  it  miffht  have  been  accidental. 

Question.  Yon  think  this  man  will  be  punished  if  brought  to  trial  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  be  will  be  hanged  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  be  would  be  hanged  or  not.  '^  ^ 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  white  man  l^ing  hanged  for  killing  a  negro  un- 
der any  circumstances  f 

Answer.  I  never  have. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Would  you  be  afraid  tbat  he  would  be  pardoned  if  convicted  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  be  would  be  pardoned  if  the  circumstancee  conld  be 
made  known. 

Questijon,  What  would  be  tbe  reason  tbat  be  would  not  be  hanged ;  what  would  be 
the  punishment  inflicted  upon  bim  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  would  work  it  around  some  way,  probably,  so  as  to  put  him 
into  the  penitentiary. 

Question,  Put  bim  in  tbe  penitentiary  for  life  t  , 

Answer.  Maybe  so.  I  know  very  little  about  these  matters;  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  law ;  I  am  perfectly  green— just  a  corn-field  fellow. 

Question.  You  have  said  these  men  were  democrats,  but  you  did  not  believe  th^ 
were  firm.    With  what  political  party  do  you  go  f 

Answer.  I  have  always  been  a  democrat. 

Question.  Do  jrou  believe  that  in  tbe  community  where  you  reside,  under  the  admin- 
istration of  Justice  by  Jud^e  Parrott,  there  is  security  for  person  and  for  property,  % 
reasonable  degree  of  security  before  the  law  T 

Answer.  I  l]^lieve  if  these  men  could  be  got  bold  of  and  brought  before  Judge  Par- 
rott, he  would  execute  tbe  law  on  them ;  but  I  do  not  believe  this  man  will  be  itfreetod 
by  any  common  officer,  sheriff,  bailiff,  or  anything  of  the  kind. 

Qiiestion,  Do  you  mean  he  will  escape  from  them  or  evade  themf 

Anstcer.  He  will  dodge  about  and  keep  out  of  tbe  way. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  such  men  would  be  able  to  resist,  by  force,  tbo  law  of 
"^e  State  f  ^ 
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Answer.  I  do  not  reckon*they  would  be  able  to  resist  the  law  by  force,  bat  they  ooold 
dodge  about,  yon  kn'ow.  ^ 

^^testion.  They  would  evade  the  process  of  the  court  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queetian.  ITiat  would  be  what  you  would  fear  f 

Afmper.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Who  is  the  solicitor  of  y<Jnr  county  t 

Answet.  Mf.  Broyles  is  the  solicitor  general. 

Question.  Is  it  his  duty  to  prosecute  these  criminals  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He  sent  me  a  subpoena  to  attend  court,  and  that  is  the  reason  I 
want  to  get  from  here. 

Questum.  To  testify  against  those  ment 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  reason  he  tells  on  the  back  of  the  subpoena. 

Question.  Is  he  a  vigilant  officer,  to  see  that  criminals  are  prosecuted? 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  think  he  is  a  firm  man. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  Yon  say  that,  after  the  coroner's  jury  found  a  verdict  against  this  man,  he 
went  away,  and  was  gone  out  of  the  settlement  for  a  while? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  he  then  came  back  and  went  to  church  on  a  Sunday  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  men  were  there  at  church  at  that  time  t 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  a  risht  smart  congregation ;  I  suppose  there  were  a  hundred 
or  a  hundred  and  fifty  people  tnere. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  his  going  around  to  other  public  gatherings  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  see  him  in  the  neighborhood  ? 

Answer,  I  only  saw  him  at  meeting  that  time.  He  came  to  meeting  on  Sunday  and 
Sunday  night.  That  is  the  last  I  saw  of  him  until  Saturday  night,  when  he  came  to 
my  house  with  these  disguised  men.  The  next  morning  I  heard  he  was  at  a  near 
neighbor's,  and  I  went  to  see  him,  for  I  felt  that  I  would  like  to  talk  with  him  a  little. 
I  told  him  what  he  bad  been  guilty  of,  what  be  had  done ;  I  told  him.  a  great  many 
things. 

^i^^iofi.  Why  did  yon  not  arrest  him  f 

Answer,  My  will  was  good,  but  I  did  not  know  I  had  any  right  to  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 

Question,  Do  you  believe  he  will  be  punished  t 

Answer,  I  do  not;  I  think  he  will  stay  out  of  the  way. 

Question.  Do  you  think  he  will  manage  to  get  off  in  some  way  f 

Answer.  Well,  he  was  courting  a  girl  there,  and  since  I  have  been  in  town  my  folks 
have  sent  me  word  that  the  girf  is  gone.  I  tnink  he  has  taken  her  and  gone  off  with 
her. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  was  there  to  prevent  that  neighborhood  firom  turning  out  and  laying 
ri^ht  hold  of  him,  and  giving  him  up  to  an  officer  of  the  law  and  have  him  put  in 
prison? 

Answer,  They  did  not  know  they  had  any  right  to  do  so.  I  heard  several  men  say 
they  could  go  and  arrest  him,  and  was  willing  to  do  it  at  any  time  if  they  had  the 
right. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 
Question,  They  questioned  their  authority  to  arrest  him  without  a  writ  in  their 
hands? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Question.  Have  you  a  justice  of  the  peace  up  there  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  William  Sebastian  is  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Questum.  The  brother  of  this  man  ? 

Ansxter,  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  If  no  should  remain  there,  do  you  believe  that  an  ordinary  officer  of  justice 
could  arrest  and  hold  him  without  assistance? 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  that  he  could. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  thev  would  have  help  enough  furnished  them  to  do  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  they  woidd. 
/     Question.  How  far  from  your  settlement  is  your  jail  ?  (^  \ 

Answer.  It  is  eleven  miles  from  where  I  Uve.  Digitized  by  VjOO^I^ 

Question,  Do  you  think  he  could  be  taken  and  put  in  jail  and  kept  there  for  trial  ? 
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Aimoer.  I  do  not  think  he  would  be  kept  there. 

QwsHon,  Why  not  t 

Anstoer,  I  think  his  friends  would  take  him  oat  of  Jail. 

By  Mr.  Sgofield  : 
Question,  Do  yon  mean  by  his  friends  these  disguised  menf 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    They  took  a  negro  out  and  t&mg  him. 
QutatUm,  When  was  that  T 
Answer,  That  was  last  year.    He  was  taken  out  by  disguised  men  and  hung,  to  thej 


By  Mr.  Lansing  : 

Question,  So  you  have  a  very  great  doubt  whether  he  would  be  punished,  eveo  if  he 
should  remain  there  f 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  do  not  think  he  oould  be  punished  by  the  civil  law.  I  believe  if  ke 
could  be  held  until  a  trial  Judge  Farrott  would  see  that  he  was  punished. 

Question,  What  is  the  name  of  your  officer  there— your  bailiff,  or  sheriff,  or  wbattever 
be  is  called  f 

Anstoer,  lir.  Kean,  of  Gordon  €k>unty,  is  the  man  who  has  the  warrant. 

Question,  The  coroner's  warrant  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  kno^  whether  it  was  the  coroner's  warrant  or  a  warrant  ef  the 
grand  jury. 

Question.  What  is  he  f 

Answer,  He  is  bailiff  and  constable. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  made  any  effort  to  arrest  that  man  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  he  has.  He  sent  me  word  a  time  or  two  to  try  and  find 
out  when  he  was  about  home  and  let  him  know. 

Question,  Was  this  bailiff  at  church  when  Sebastian  was  there  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  far  from  the  church  does  he  live  1 

Answer,  Two  miles  or  two  and  a  half,  I  reckon. 

Question,  How  long  did  you  know  of  this  fellow  being  there,  at  the  time  he  was  at 
the  church  f 

Answer,  He  was  there  at  church  on  Sunday  and  Sunday  night. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  anybody  let  Mr.  Kean  know  he  was  there  t 

Answer,  1  do  not.  I  sent  a  little  boy  off  when  meeting  broke  up  and  before  the  peo^ 
dispersed.    I  told  him  to  go  right  on  and  tiy  and  get  word  to  him. 

Question,  You  think  this  man  Sebastian  has  taken  the  giii  and  gone  off  f 

Ansu>er,  I  think  so;  that  is  just  my  idea. 

By  the  CHAiiuiAN: 

Question.  How  many  disguised  men  took  the  negro  out  of  jail  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know.  That  was  at  Dalton,  and  I  live  away  this  side  of  Dmlten. 
I  did  not  see  them ;  but  I  heard  the  jailer  state  that  there  were  a  great  many  of  them 
that  forced  him  to  give  up  the  key  and  took  the  negro  out. 

By  Mr.  Batabd  : 
Qtiestion,  What  was  the  offense  of  the  nept)T 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  an  attempt  at  ravishment.    Probably  he  succeeded;  I  do  net 
know. 
Question,  Ravishing  a  white  woman  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  tfa»  Chairman: 
Qt^estion.  ThatWas  the  charge  against  him  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


Atlanta,  Oborgu,  October  S5,  1871. 
JAMES  L.  NANCE  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Cuairbcan  : 
Question.  How  old  are  you,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  you  now  live  f 
Ansu^.  I  will  be  eighteen  years  old  on  the  12th  day  of  next  December ;  I  was  born 
in  Floyd  County,  and  I  now  live  in  Whitefield  County. 
Question.  Are  you  any  kin  to  the  last  witness  we  examined  here  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  my  father. 

Question.  Were  you  at  home  when  the  party  of  disguised  men  came  to  his  boose  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 
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Question*  Did  yon  see  them  t 

Answer,  Yea,  sir. 

Question,  Well,  what  did  they  do  or  say  f 

Answer,  They  never  did  any  harm ;  they  give  pa  his  orders. 

Question,  What  orders  t 

Answer.  They  told  him  he  went  a  little  too  fiur. 

Question.  Did  they  say  in  what  respect  f 

Answer,  Something  about  a  negro  being  drowned  up  there ;  the  conyersation  seemed 
to  be  that  way. 

Question,  Did  you  know  any  of  the  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  tnree  of  them  ;  I  saw  them. 

Question,  Who  were  they  t 

Answer.  William  Sebastian  was  one,  and  Mr.  Fields  another,  and  Jim  Bamsey 
ftQother. 

Question.  Where  do  Fields  and  Bamsey  live  t 

Answer.  In  Spring  Place. 

Question.  How  far  is  Spring  Place  from  Resaca  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  somewhere  about  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles. 

Question.  Is  Spring  Place  in  Murray  County  7 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  your  father  live  near  Dalton  f 

Answer,  Not  near  Dalton ;  it  is  eleven  miles  firom  Dalton. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  your  house  to  Spring  Place,  where  you  say  those  men 
live? 

Ansufsr.  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  far,  but  I  think  it  is  twenty  miles. 

Question.  Wlio  else  did  you  know  besides  those  three  men  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  any  of  the  rest. 

QuefOon.  How  far  does  William  Sebastian  live  from  |cpnr  house  t 

Answer.  About  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

Question.  Did  you  see  enough  of  the  other  men  to  tell  whether  they  were  sfirangers 
there  or  not  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  did  not  seem  like  they  were  strangers ;  there  were  but  nine  of 
them,  and  it  seemed  as  if  the  most  of  them  belonged  there  in  that  settlement. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  either  of  the  Sebastians  make  any  threat  in  regard  to  your 
father? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.  I  was  working  for  him  at  one  time,  and  he  and  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Mullins  got  into  a  fuss,  and  he  threatened  him  with  the  Ku-Klux,  and  I  heard  that 
he  threatened  my  father  with  the  Ku-Elux. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  the  Ku-Klux  would  do  f 

Ansujer.  They  said  they  would  hane  him.  I  believe  that  is  what  they  said  ;  that 
they  would  hang  him  higher  than  soraetning,  I  forget  what. 

Question,  Use  the  very  words  that  he  said. 

Answer.  I  cannot  use  the  words  he  said  aboat  it. 

ByBir.  Scofieij>: 
Question,  Han^  him  hieher  than  something  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  forget  what  the  place  was. 
Question.  Was  it  <^  higher  than  Hamanf' 
Answer.  Yes,  I  think  that  was  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  Ku-Klux  any  other  time  1  ' 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  the  only  time.  * 

Question.  Have  you  heard  about  tbeir  goine  about  the  country  there  f 
Answer.  Only  once;  there  was  a  negro  wno  had  done  some  kind  of  meanness,  and 

some  Ku-Klux  over  in  the  valley  hung  him.    I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  this  same 

klan  or  not. 

By  Mr,  Bayard: 
Question,  What  had  he  done  t 
Answer,  I  think  he  had  ravished  a  woman. 
Question,  A  white  woman  f 
Answer,  He  never  ravished  her,  but  he  killed  her. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Where  was  that  f 

Answer.  That  was  over  in  the  Cove,  as  they  call  it. 
Question.  Have  there  been  several  negroes  killed  around  there  f 
Answer.  There  was  one  killed  in  our  settlement ;  or  he  was  drowned, 
Question.  Was  that  the  one  Sebastian  killed  t  ^'g'^'^ed  by 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  Did  you  see  that  negro  -when  he  was  chained  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  I  was  there  one  Sunday  with  my  father. 

Question,  Wnat  was  the  condition  of  the  negro  f 

Answer,  He  looked  pretty  bad  j  I  saw  that  he  had  soars  all  over  him. 

Quention,  For  what  did  Sebaatian  threaten  year  father  with  the  Kn-Klax  f 

Answer,  Becanse,  I  suppose,  he  gave  evidence  abont  the  negro  being  drowned. 

Quesiion,  Was  he  talking  to  your  father  or  to  somebody  else  t 

Answer,  To  somebody  eSe. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question,  What  is  the  character  of  the  Sebastians  there  f 
■    Answer,  Well,  they  nsed  to  have  a  pretty^  good  character,  but  they  hav^not  now. 

Qt^Hon.  Is  this  man,  who  is  charged  with  the  murder  of  this  black  boy,  considered 
a  bad  man  by  the  neighbors  f 

Answer,  He  is  now.    He  is  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  but  he  don't  act  much  like  it  now ; 
he  never  did  much. 

Question,  Did  you  go  before  the  coroner's  jury  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  them  all  you  saw  abont  the  negro  being  chained  op,  afid 
about  the  cruelty  this  man  had  inflicted  npon  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  go  before  the  grand  jury  when  the  indictment  was  fonnd  agaiiist 
himf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  summoned  as  a  witness  to  go  before  the  next  court,  when 
his  c^  is  to  be  tried  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  summoned  about  the  negro  being  drowned. 

Question.  You  say  yon  are  th^on  of  Mr.  James  Nance  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiibn.  What  is  your  age  f 

Answer.  J  will  be  eighteen  on  the  12th  day  of  next  December. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  these  Sebastians  used  to  have  a  very  good 
character  f 
Ansufer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  nsed  to  have  before  the  war. 
Question.  And  one  is  a  Justice  of  the  peace  there  now  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  Which  one  ? 
Answer.  WiUiam  Sebastian. 

Question.  Is  that  the  one  that  was  making  threats  about  the  En-Eluxf 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  appointed  him  Justice  of  the  peace? 
Answer.  I  am  not  certain ;  I  beueve  Judge  Parrott. 

By  Mr.  Scofield  : 
Quesiion.  Do  not  the  people  elect  Justices  of  the  peace  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  they  do  up  there. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  25, 1871. 
W.  H.  HARRIS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  where  do  you  now  live,  and  what 
Is  your  present  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  nearly  sixty-one  years  old ;  I  was  bom  in  North  Carolina ;  I  live  up  in 
Tilton^  Whitefield  County,  nine  miles  this  side  of  Dalton  ;  I  have  been  living  tbero 
ever  since  before  the  war ;  my  occupation  is  that  of  selling  spirits  by  retail,  and  boot 
and  shoe  making. 

Question.  Are  there  any  people  In  vour  county  that  are  called  Kn-Klux  T 

Answer.  We  have  had  one  bunch  there ;  they  passed  my  house  ono  night  not  loi^ 
since. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  of  them  f 

Answer.  I  counted  ^ight  of  them ;  I  heard  some  say  there  were  nine,  but  I  only  saw 
eight.    They  stopped  in  my  yard,  and  bought  a  pint  of  whisky  of  me»  t 

Quotum,  Did  yon  know  any  of  them  ?  jOOQVZ 

Answer.  No,  sir.  <^ 
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QuesUon.  Which  way  were  they  going  I 

Answer,  They  came  Ixom  the  river  up  towards  my  house,  and  then  tamed  and  went 
westward,  probably  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  then  turned  and  oame  back  and  turned 
around  towaids  Besaca,  and  I  understood  that  they  went  to  Besaca.  ^ 

Question,  Is  that  the  same  night  that  they  went  to  Mr.  Nance's  house  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  on  Saturday  night,  between  9  and  11  o'clock. 

Question,  How  were  they  traveling  t 

Answer.  On  hoiBeback. 

Question.  How  were  they  disguised  f 

Answer.  I  believe  most  of  them  were  disguised  in  black,  the  horses  covered  in  white. 
They  had  one  mule  in  the  bunch  that  was  not  covered  at  all. 

(Question.  How  were  they  armed  t 

Answer.  All  the  arms  I  saw  were  pistols,  five  or  six  shooters ;  I  never  noticed  par- 
ticularly. .  Only  about  four  came  up  into  the  yard  and  the  balance  staid  off,  out  of 
the  yard. 

(Question.  Have  you  heard  of  this  kind  of  people  being  about  there  through  that 
region  of  country  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  some  two  or  three  cases,  I  think. 

QuesUon.  When  did  you  first  hear  of  themf 

Answer.  Probably  a  year  ago ;  not  right  in  my  immediate  neighborhood ;  twelve 
miles  from  me  was  the  first  account  of  them  I  ever  heard. 

Question.  What  was  the  next  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  how  long  since ;  it  has  been  may  be  four  or  five  monthSy 
probably  longer  than  that :  I  paid  no  attention  to  such  things  as  that. 

QwesiXon.  When  was  the  fast  time  that  you  heard  of  them  f 

Answer,  It  was  last  Saturday  three  weeks  ago,  which  was  the  last  day  of  last  month, 
between  9  and  11  o'clock. 

Questum.  Did  the  first  company  of  these  men  do  anythi^ig  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  the.  fii*st  crowd  I  ever  heard  of,  of  that  kind  of  men  up  there,  took 
a  negro  out  Of  jail  in  an  a^yoining  county  and  hung  him.  * 

Question,  In  what  county  was  thatf 

Answer.  In  Murray  County  ? 

Question.  In  what  place  f 

Answer.  It  w^as  at  Spring  Place.  He  was  taken  out  of  the  Jail  in  Spring  Place  and 
hung. 

Question.  What  did  the  next  crowd  do  T 

Answer.  The  next  crowd  I  recollect  hearing  anything  about  was  a  bunch  of  men  who 
gathered  up  a  negro  for  killing  a  white  lady  in  Sugar  Valley ;  they  took  him  up  and 
hung  him. 

(^Ustion.  What  was  the  negro  charged  with  that  they  took  out  of  jtul  in  Spring 
Placet 

Answer.  He  was  charged  with  raping  a  white  lady ;  a  lady  he  was  raised  with. 

QuesUon,  Why  was  not  the  negro  who  killed  a  white  womAn  arrested  under  the  law  t 

Answer.  That  is  too  hard  a  question  for  me  to  answer. 

Question.  How  lone  before  that  time  had  he  killed  the  woman  f 

Answer.  From  the  best  of  my  information,  he  kept  out  of  the  way  the  next  day  after 
the  thing  took  place  and  was  caught  in  two  or  three  days  after,  and  I  think  brought 
to  Calhoun  and  hung. 

QuesHon.  Did  you  near  what  they  did  the  night  they  were  at  your  house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  t 

Answer.  I  understood  there  was  a  bunch  of  disguised  men  went  to  Mr.  Nuice's  house. 
Whether  that  was  beibre  or  after  I  saw  them,  I  could  not  say.  They  went  to  Resaoa, 
six  miles  from  where  I  live,  and -went  into  a  grocery  and  knocked  about;  what  they 
did  I  cannot  say.  They  went  to  Mr.  Nance's,  one  of  my  neighbors,  a  fine  man,  and 
tried  to  get  him  out  olf  his  house.  They  were  armed,  and  wanted  him  to  come  out  of 
the  house,  and  he  said  he  would  not  go,  but  he  would  talk  with  them  in  his  house. 
They  were  there  and  tried  to  get  him  out  of  the  house,  and  a  great  deal  of  conversa- 
tion took  place  that  I  do  not  believe  that  I  could  call  over.  I  do  not  expect  it  is  of  any 
use  for  me  to  do  so,  for  I  reckon  you  heard  it  all  better  from  Mr.  Nance  than  I 
can  tell  it.  The  night  they  were  at  my  house  I  was  not  thinking  much  about  them, 
and  I  felt  no  ways  alarmed.  I  thought  it  was  just  a  bunch  of  men,  what  we  calf 
Ku-Klux,  the  first  I  ever  saw,  just  running  through  there.  But  when  I  hewrd 
Sundajp^  morning  what  had  happened,  I  knew  what  they  were  out  for,  and  I  expressed 
my  opinion  then,  and  I  will  now,  before  any  man  or  any  set  of  men.  I  believe  if  they 
had  got  Mr.  Nance  out  of  the  house  they  would  have  killed  him ;  I  think  it  was  their 
intention  to  kill  him. 

Question.  To  what  political  party  are  these  disguised  men  supposed  to  belong  t 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  you  what  they  are.  I  can  tell  you  what  I  suppose  tney  are, 
from  what  I  have  learned  since  by  hearsay,  what  some  of  them  profess  to  be. 

37  G 


678         CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS   IN  THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Qu^tion,  Well,  what  is  itf 

2n¥wer»  They  prof)^,88  to  be  democrats,  but  whether  it  is  the  old  airangeraeni  or  t 
Dew  htort-np  I  cannot  say ;  that  is  what  they  claim,  to  belong  to  the  democratio  pany. 

By  Mr,  Bayard  : 

Quniion.  Have  yon  yourself  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  men  who  belong  to  this 
organization  f 

Ansvoer*  I  have  not. 

QuesUon.  When  you  speak  of  their  being  democrats,  have  yon  any  penonal  knowl- 
edge of  it  t 

Answer.  I  only  say  this,  my  friend :  If  they  are  the  men  they  say  they  are  that  w«« 
in  this  club,  I  say  thoy  profess  to  be  democrats )  I  do  not  say  positively  they  are  the 
men. 

Question.  Do  you  know  they  are  the  men  t 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Nance's  politics. 

Answer.  I  do. 

Qu^tion.  What  is  he  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  a  democrat  and  a  gentleman ;  one  of  the  finest  citi£ena  we  have 
in  our  country. 

Question,  In  your  county,  among  the  respectable  men  there,  is  there  not  a  feeling  of 
opposition  to  such  acts  as  these  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of:  I  can't  say  that  there  is.  There  never  was  a  word  said 
about  these  things  that  took  place  there  before,  either  for  or  against,  and  no  noiae  made 
about  it.  « 

Question,  The  act«  you  speak  of  now  were  the  taking  that  negro  out  of  Jail  who  had 
ravished  a  white  la^ly  who  had  raised  him 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  the  public  sentiment  did  not  find  any  fault  with  thatf 

Answer,  Nothing  was  said  about  it  in  any  way,  shape,  or  form. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  who  did  that  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  next  case  was  that  of  a  necro  who  killed  a  white  lady,  and  he  dia 
appeared  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  they  caught  him  and  hung  himt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Nothing  was  said  in  objection  to  that  t 

Answer,  T&ere  was  no  talk  about  the  matter. 

Question,  And  the  next  case  was  the  visit  of  these  people  to  Mr.  Nance's  hooae  tmi 
toResacaf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  facts  about  Mr.  Posey  Sebastian  murdering  a  bla^  nas 
and  throwing  him  into  the  river  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  the  facts. 

Question,  You  know  that  such  a  charge  was  made  against  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  he  is  under  indictment  for  that  offense  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Nance  visited  by  them  because  he  had  given  evidence  agaiBsthfanf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Now,  in  regard  to  that  crime  of  Posey  Sebastian ;  was  there,  or  not,  a  eeiH 
timent  of  condemnation  in  vour  setttement  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was ;  I  am  only  saying  what  I  beaid^  now 
mind  you.  The  first  I  heard  of  this  thing  was  that  a  negro  had  been  foond  in  the  nver.  ' 
Mr.  Nance  wanted  the  coroner  and  some  men  to  examine  this  negro,  and  not  have  bim 
pnt  away  until  they  did  so.  They  investigated  the  thing  for  nearly  two  w«ela,the 
jury  and  the  coroner,  and  I  think  they  brought  it  out  plain  proof  that  Posey  Sebattiia 
was  the  murderer  of  the  nesro. 

Question,  And  after  that  he  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Nance  being  the  best  evidence  they  conld  get  on 
that  iM>int,  he  having  seen  something  of  it,  and  knowing  nearly  all  of  ity>  is  it  tha  optn- 
ion  generally  in  the  neighborhood  that  Mr.  Sebastian  and  the  Kn*Klux  at  Jarge  wen 
«he  men  who  constituted  the  disguised  band  that  visited  Mr.  Nance  t 

Answer,  It  is  the  sentiment  there. 

Question.  And  does  the  sentiment  there  sustain  Mr.  Nance  in  what  he  did  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  are  in  favor  of  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

^«o»t.  And  against  the  Sebastians  ?  oiaitiz^d  by  GOOQ  If      ,  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Mr.  Nance  is  as  fine  a  man  as  there  is  in  our  oovnty,  and  I  hate 
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talked  with  as  fine  citizens  as  we  have  there,  and  they  think  he  shotQd  not  he  trampled 
on  in  that  manner. 

QuesH&n,  That  is  the  feeling  of  your  people  f 

Annoer,  Yes,  sir.  We  have  as  peaceable  a  neighborhood  of  coantry,  I  expect,  as  there 
is  in  the  United  States :  there  is  no  difficulty  between  Union  and  disunion,  radical  and 
democrat.    But  this  thing  is  too  rough  for  people  to  live  under. 

Question,  And  the  sentiment  of  your  county  is  opposed  to  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Without  regard  to  politics  at  all  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  politics  in  a  case  like  this. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^ 

Question.  Have  you  heard  much  said  about  the  drowning  of  that  negro  f 

Ansxoer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  a  thing  lying  very  still. 

Question.  But  they  make  a  great  deal  of  complaint  about  the  Sebastians  going  and. 
disturbing  Mr.  Nance  t 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  do.     • 

Question.  Thejr  disapprove  of  disturbing  Mr.  Nance  by  these  people  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  they  do  not  say  much  about  the  drowning  of  the  negro  t 

Answer.  That  is  generally  taJked  about,  that  if  we  could  only  get  the  right  end  of  it,, 
and  wo  think  we  mtve  got  it  on  this  Ku-Klux  business  now.    It  was  a  thing  tidked 
very  little  about,  because  the  jury  kept  everjrthing  quiet  at  Reeaoa,  and  the  witnesses 
told  nothing  outside.    There  was  no  inquiry  made,  for  the  suspicion  lay  right  where  it . 
fell  at  the  start. 

Question.  There  was  not  much  said  about  it  until  these  Ku-Klux  came  around  and 
disturbed  Mr.  Nance  f 

Answer.  That  is  so.  The  night  they  came  to  me  I  had  no  idea  there  was  any  such 
thing ;  I  was  under  no  excitement  whatever,  because  I  never  saw  the  like  before,  and 
it  did  not  excite  me  a  bit.  But  Sunday  morning,  when  I  heard  they  had  been  to  Mr. 
Nance's,  the  thing  did  not  more  than  get  to  my  ear  when  I  knew  where  it  started  ftom. 

Question.  You  have  said  that  Mr.  Nanoe  is  a  fine  man  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  is  it  with  regard  to  the  Sebastiansf  « 

Answer.  They  stand  very  well. 

Question,  One  of  them  is  a  justice  of  the  peace  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  William  Sebastian,  one  of  the  men  in  the  crowd  that  niefat,  is  « 
Jmtioe  of  the  peace,  and  I  expect  doing  business  about  twenty  steps  from  my  £>or. 

Question,  What  kind  of  business  t 

Answer.  Merchandise,  dry-goods,  and  family  groeeries. 

Question.  He  is  a  merchant  there  in  that  community  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  acting  at  the  same  time  as  postmaster. 

Question.  And  justice  of  the  peace  also  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

•By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question.  Tell  us  what  kind  of  a  character  Posev  Sebastian  has. 

Answer,  Well,  he  has  been  a  man  apparently  of  very  good  oharaeter  and  very  good 
fltandiuff.  Before  this  thing  took  place  he  was  a  man  I  thought  very  well  o^  and  of 
all  his  uunily,  and  respected  them  as  good  citizens  myself;  I  do  not  know  what  was 
the  opinion  of  other  people. 

Question.  That  was  b^re  this  thing  took  place  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  How  is  it  now  since  this  thing  has  taken  place  f 

Answer.  Since  this  thing  has  taken  place  I  have  not  a  bit  of  use  for  him,  not  a  parti- 
cle, and  the  eommunity  have  not. 

Question,  What  is  his  standing  there  f 

Answer.  He  has  none  there  at  all ;  and  the  people  have  no  respect  for  him  more  than 
if  he  was  a  dog. 

Question,  T&t  is,  the  decent  people  of  the  community  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  decent  people.  I  have  not  seen  him,  with  the  exception  oi 
about  once,  since  that  thing  took  place.  j 

Question,  When  a  man  m  your  conmiunity  is  charged  with  having  murdered,  or 
beUeved  to  have  murdered  a  negro,  and  to  have  taken  his  life  in  the  way  that  Posey 
Sebastian  is  supposed  to  have  done,  do  not  the  decent  people  of  your  community  look 
upon  him  with  contempt^  and  have  no  respect  for  him  at  all  t 

Answer.  They  look  upon  him  as  if  he  should  be  put  to  death  acoording  to  law. 

Question,  That  is  the  general  opinion  f  (^  ] 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Quesiian,  ^ave  you  ever  known  a  white  man  to  be  put  to  death  according  to  law  fat 
murdering  a  negro  f 

Jnsiter,  At  any  time  f 

Question.  Yea,  at  any  time. 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  did. 

Question,  Do  yon  believe  that  Posey  Sebastian  will  ever  be  tried  and  punished  for 
drowning  this  negro  ? 

Answer.  If  he  is  taken  up,  caught  by  the  officers  of  our  county,  I  think  he  will. 

Question,  Will  he  ever  be  taken  up  and  caught  f  . 

Answer,  If  you  get  the  right  kind  of  men  after  him. 

Question,  Has  he  not  been  there  openly  at  meeting,  and  at  other  places  f 

Answer,  I  understand  he  has  been  at  meeting  once  or  twice,  and  at  Tilton  once  ai 
twice,  but  I  have  not  seen  him. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  attempt  to  arrest  him  T 

Answer,  No ;  which  I  think  is  wrong ;  they  ought  to  have  had  the  country  full  of  mea 
to  hunt  him  up. 

By  Mr.  Yoorhees  : 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  white  man  being  put  to  death  according  to  Ikw 
for  killing  a  white  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

^ue»tum.  In  your  county  T 

Answer.  Close  by,  in  Calhoun  County,  I  saw  a  man  hung  by  the  neck  nntil  be  wis 
done  dead,  and  I  was  a  guard  there. 

Question,  How  long  ago  was  that  f 

Answer,  It  was  before  the  war. 

By  Mr,  Bayard  : 
Question,  Do  you  know  in  whose  hands  the  warrant  has  been  placed  for  the  arresl  U 

Posey  Sebastian  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  ever  has  been  such  a  thing ;  I  only  nndflr- 

stand  from  Mr.  Nance  that  there  has  been. 
Question,  Do  you  kiiow  what  effort  the  officers  have  made  to  capture  Sebastian  t 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  man  has  ever  gone  out  of  his  house  todo  it  at  alL 
Qv^tion,  You  do  not  know  whether  he  has  made  search,  one  way  or  the  other  t 
Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  * 


Atlanta,  Georgu,  Oot€^)er  25, 1S7L 

O.  G.  RAY  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qv^Uon,  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  where  do  you  now  live,  and  what 
is  your  present  occupation? 

Answer,  I  will  be  twenty-four  years  old  to-morrow  ;  I  was  bom  in  Jackson  County, 
and  I  now  live  there :  I  am  a  farmer. 

Question.  When  did  you  come  up  here  from  Jackson  County? 

Answer,  Last  Monday  was  a  week  ago. 

Qxiestion,  Have  you  any  people  down  there  that  they  call  Ku-Klux? 

Answer,  Well,  there  are  some  disguised  people  there  that  they  say  are  Kn-Klux. 

Question,  Have  you  seen  any  of  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When? 

Answer,  As  well  as  I  recollect,  the  first  time  I  saw  them  was  the  first  Monday  in 
April  last. 

Question,  Where  was  that  ? 

Answer,  Down  in  Jackson  County,  between  our  house  and  old  Mr.  Ezekiel  HeweM 
house. 

Question,  How  many  of  them  were  there  ? 

Answer,  Between  thirty- five  and  forty ;  I  suppose  thirty-six. 

Question,  Where  were  they  ffolng  t 

Answer,  Over  towards  Russell  Aaron's:  they  had  been  to  Bill  Booth's,  and  had  Just 
started  over  there  when  I  met  them.  They  went  once  after  my  brother-in-law,  Boft- 
Bell  Aaron. 

Question,  Did  they  find  Booth?  C^ r^r^r^\r> 

^n^irer.  Yes.  sir.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 

Question.  Where?  ^      • 
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Answer.  At  my  brother-in-law's. 
QueetUm,  Were  you  there  ? 
Anatoer,  I  had  been  there,  but  was  coming  away. 
Qii€8ii<m.  Did  they  say  anything  to  you  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  never  spoke,  and  never  noticed  me.    I  kept,  on  one  side  of  the 
road,  and  they  came  along  in  a  lope,  and  did  not  notice  me. 
Question.  At  what  time  was  that  f 
Answer.  I  snppose  it  was  between  9  and  10  o'clock. 
Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Hqw  were  they  disguised  t 

Answer.  They  were  dressed  in  black,  and  their  horses  in  white,  and  they  had  a  black* 
looking  thing  over  their  heads. 

Question.  Could  you  see  whether  they  had  any  arms  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  see ;  it  was  in  tibe  night,  and  they  were  going  in  a  lope. 
Question.  When  did  you  see  them  again  T 
Answer.  When  they  came  to  my  father's. 
Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  The  same  night  they  said  they  went  upon  Mr.  HoUiday. 
Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there  f 

Answer.  I  reckon  there  was  some  fifteen  or  twenty ;  not  over  twenty,  and  not  under 
fifteen,  I  reckon ;  I  never  paid  much  attention  to  them. 
Question.  Did  they  do  anything  at  yonr  father's  house  t 
Answer.  Yes.  sir. 
QuesHon.  What? 

Answer.  When  they  fii-st  rode  up  they  hollered,  "  Halloa."  I  laid  there  until  they . 
hollered  the  third  time,  and  then  I  said,  **  Halloa."  They  said,  "  Get  up  and  show  as 
the  way  out  of  here ;  who  lives  here  f"  I  said,  "  Willis  Ray."  They  said,  "  Where  is 
he  ?"  I  said,  "  He  has  gone  over  to  Russell  Aaron's."  They  asked  me  to  make  up  a 
li^ht.  I  went  to  the  fire-place,  and  asked  mother  if  there'  was  any  light-wood,  and  she 
said  "  No."  I  said  "  Perhaps  I  can  get  a  piece  oflF  this  board."  They  said,  "  Never 
mind ;  we  will  take  your  word  for  it."  They  told  me  to  tell  father  that  if  he  did 
not  stop  talking  as  he  had  been  doing  they  would  hang  him  higher  than  Haman. 
Question.  What  had  he  been  saying  T 

Answer.  They  said  he  had  been  talking  about  the  Ku-Kluz. 
Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  I  knew  the  voice  of  Mr.  Hancock.  I  could  not  tell  about 
the  voice  when  they  were  talking  to  me,  but  when  they  hollered  they  let  out  their 
natural  voice. 

Question.  Did  they  have  anything  to  say  to  anybody  else  but  you  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  as  the  first  ones  were  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  They  were  riding  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qitesiion,  Have  yon  seen  them  at  any  time  since  t 
Answe}\  No,  sir ;  not  since. 

Question.  You  have  not  been  down  there  since  you  came  up  here  to  court  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  been  back. 

Qtiestion.  How  long  since  you  first  heard  of  their  riding  about  through  your  county  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  recollect ;  a  good  while. 
Question.  A  year  or  two  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  been  riding  about  there  that  long,  but 
down  in  Oglethori)e  they  have. 

Question.  What  is  it  understood  that  they  do  when  they  ride  around  T 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what.    If  they  hear  of  a  man  and  his  wife  disagree- 
ing, they  go  and  tell  him  that  he  must  quit  it.    They  went  to  Tom  Arnold's,  and  told 
him  ho  had  to  quit  selling  liquor. 
Question.  What  was  that  for  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 
Question.  Who  was  he  f 
Answer.  Thomas  Arnold. 
Question.  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer.  In  Jackson  County ;  he  is  a  store-keeper  there,  and  he  keeps  liquor  for  sale. 
Question.  And  they  told  him  he  had  to  quit  selling  liquor? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Have  you  heard  of  anybody  being  whipped  by  them  ? 

AT.swer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  our  settlement  that  I  know  of Yes,  thero  was  a  negro 

whipped  there  the  night  I  saw  them  first,Mitchell  PendergrastJ^i  i^i^g^  ^  GoOqIc 
Question.  Where  does  ho  live?  ^  ^  o 
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Afuwer.  Down  below  otir  hoaso  a  piece — between  onr  honse  and  Mr.  HoUidayla. 

Queaiian,  How  far  from  where  you  saw  them  t 

Answer,  Not  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  I  reckon ;  not  over  a  mile,  anyhow. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Question.  You  came  up  here  to  testify  before  the  grand  jury  in  the  case  of  J.  B.  Ho- 
liday t 

Armcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  testiiied  about  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question^  And  you  stated  there  pretty  much  what  you  have  stated  here  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  knew  none  of  those  people  who  passed  yon  on  the  toad  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  would  not  have  known  my  daddy  or  my  brother  if  he  had  beeo 
there. 

Question.  They  were  disguised  completely  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  could  not  tell  whether  they  were  white  or  black. 

Question,  And  you  could  not  identify  anybody  when  you  testified  before  the  grand 
jury  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  the  voice  of  the  man  that  hollered,  "  Halloa." 

Question,  You  spoke  of  a  man  selling  liquor ;  had  he  been  selling  liquor  to  the  bo^ 
aroimd  the  neighborhood  f 

Answer,  Well,  he  keeps  up  a  public  grocery. 

Question,  Did  he  make  it  a  pretty  riotous  place  f 

Answer,  Saturday  evenings  they  have  shooting-matches  there,  and  sometimea  they 
have  some  rows. 

Question,  Had  he  been  selling  liquor  to  the  sons  of  the  people  in  the  neighborhood— 
to  the  young  men  ? 

Answer.  Wo,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of.    I  do  not  go  there  much. 

Question,  They  used  to  have  rows  down  there  t 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  these  people  gave  him  orders  to  stop  f 

Answer,  They  told  him  he  had  to  stop  it. 

Question,  And  this  is  all  you  know  about  the  operations  of  these  people  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  know  nothing  about  the  existence  of  any  of  these  bands,  except  what 
vou  saw  yourself? 

Answer,  That  is  all. 

Question,  Does  anybody  else  sell  liquor  about  there  t 

Answer,  I  believe  he  is  the  only  one  that  keeps  store  there. 

Question,  Is  he  the  only  man  in  the  county  that  sells  liquor  f 

Answer:  Well,  I  believe  that  Green  Smith  deals  in  it. 

Question,  Are  there  any  stills  there  f 

Answer,  I  da  not  know  of  any  stills  running  there. 

Question,  They  do  not  make  any  liquor  iu  that  county  t 

Answer,  There  is  some  brandy  made  there. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  Arnold's  politics  are ;  whether  he  is  a  lepoblican  or  a 
democrat  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  the  reason  they  directed  him  to  atop  soling  liquor  wis 
because  they  were  opposed  to  drinking  itf 

AnstDer,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Question,  Is  Willis  Ray  your  £ather  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  say  so. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  2S,  187L 
WILLIS  HAY  sworn  and  exandned. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  What  is  your  age,  where  were  you  bom,  and  where  do  yon  now  live  f 
Answer,  I  am  sixty  some  odd  years  old ;  the  real  record  of  my  age  is  destroyed  and 

burnt  up ;  I  was  bom  in  Jasper  County,  in  this  State,  and  I  now  live  in  Jaokaon  Ooonfy, 

Georgia. 
Qt^iion,  What  is  your  occupation  t 

Answer,  I  am  a  fanner.  C^  r^r\n]i> 

Question,  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  Jackson  ?    Digitized  by  vjOOiJ  IL 
Answer,  I  was  raised  from  about  six  or  seven  years  old,  until  about  fliteen  yetn  old, 
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in  Ogletborpe  County.   From  that,  all  the  balance  of  my  time  in  Georgia  was  in  Jack* 
son  County,  with  the  exception  of  some  fonr  year^^  this  connty. 

Quee^ion,  Have  yon  any  people  in  your  county  tbmi  they  call  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer,  There  is  a  heap  of  chat  about  such  people  there. 

Question.  What  do  they  say  about  them  t 

Answer.  They  say  they  are  Kn-Klux.    . 

<^iM»«i(m.  What  do  thoy  say  they  do? 

Answer.  They  say  they  do  what  they  say  they  will  do.  We  hear  people  promulgate 
this  way  at  meeting  crowds,  that  they  know  there  is  business,  and  they  do  it ;  or  what 
they  say  they  will  do. 

Question.  What  is  thatf 

Answer.  I  know  what  they  said  they  would  do  to  me  :  if  I  did  not  hush  talking,  they 
would  hang  me. 

Question.  What  had  yon  been  sayiitg  that  they  wanted  you  to  hush  f 

Answer.  I  had  been  raising  a  warning  voice  for  their  good,  on  account  of  their  reck-  " 
less  conduct.  I  had  been  talking  of  the  misfortunes  they  were  subjecting  themselves 
to,  in  going  to  so  many  places  of  the  same  night  and  trespassing  and  interfering  be- 
tween men  and  their  wives  where  I  did  not  consider  they  had  any  business,  where  the 
relatives  of  tha  men  and  wives  had  no  business  to  have  said  a  word.  It  seems  to  me  a 
secret  interference  where  there  should  hav<)  been  none.  I  talked  about  them  in  that 
way. 

Question.  They  said  that  you  had  to  quit  that  or  you  would  be  hung  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  One  week  before  they  came  to  bother  me  I  could  hear  their  horses^ 
feet  on  every  road. 

Question.  How  often  T 

Answer.  Along  toward  the  last  as  often  as  once  a  week.  The  first  I  noticed  of  them 
was  in  the  fall,  along  about  wheat-sowing  time.  My  son  came  in  one  time  in  hia 
drawers  and  shirt-sleeves,  bareheaded  and  barefooted,  scared  badly,  and  called  upon 
me  to  go  down  to  sef>  whether  his  mother-in-law  and  little  children  were  molested  and 
hurt.  He  said  that  he  Jumped  out  of  the  window  and  ran.  I  put  on  my  clothes  and 
took  my  son,  who  is  here  with  me,  and  went  down,  there.  When  I  got  back  he  was 
out  in  the  cotton-patch,  near  my  house,  with  his  mother's  bed-quilt  and  some  clothes. 
The  next  thing  they  went  on  my  son-in-law.  I  make  free  to  say  that  young  Billy 
Booth  is  as  honorable  a  man  as  ever  was.  They  were  at  old  man  Mobley's  and  Knssell 
Aaron's,  and  Thomas  Arnold's  the  same  night,  and  they  had  just  as  much  business  in 
hell  as  they  had  at  either  of  those  places ;  not  that  I  wish  them  any  harm,  for  if  they 
looked  at  it  right  I  was  their  friend,  and  they  were  unapprised  of  the  dangers  they 
were  subjecting  themselves  to.  My  oldest  daughter  was  the  step-mother  of  one  of  the 
party  that  was  brought  up  here  in  chains.  I  neard  how  they  were  doing,  and  I  was 
afraid  that  innocent  people  would  suffer.  They  came  on  old  man  Woods  on  the  night 
they  raided  old  man  sampsOn,  and  left  a  charge  to  inquire  if  there  was  not  a  man  in 
the  neighborhood  named  Bay,  and  what  kind  of  a  man  he  was.  They  said,  **  He  must 
hush  talking."  I  was  apprised  of  the  fact  before  they  got  by.  I  told  them  every- 
where ;  I  was  no  ways  secret  about  it.  Then  the  next  Monday  night  I  heard  them 
coming ;  I  had  become  alarmed  from  their  roaming,  and  was  on  my  watch.  As  they 
went  on  to  Holliday'e,  I  left  the  house.  My  wife  and  son  wanted  me  to  stay  ^  said 
they  would  not  abuse  me.  Pretty  quick  after  I  heai-d  them  stop ;  I  heard  the  linng  of 
two  or  three  guns,  may  be  four ;  then  they  commenced  a  scattering  fire,  two  or  three 
or  four,  and  then  there  were  three  spells  of  it.  While  ihey  were  trying  to  kill  him,  I 
was  praying  for  them  and  him  too,  that  he  might  escape  their  hands,  and  that  there 
might  be  no  such  disgrace  come  over  the  connty,  and  that  God  might  be  glorified  in 
the  world.  They  turned  around  and  came  to  my  house.  I  was  not  there;  I  heard 
them,  but  not  enough  to  recognize  their  voices.  When  they  left  they  blowed  a  whistle, 
such  as  I  never  heard  before.  My  wife  and  son  came  to  me  and  said  they  had  come 
there  and  gone.  I  said  that  I  knew  it,  and  that  I  expected  Holliday  was  dead.  Then 
I  heard  horses'  feet  return  back  to  my  yard.  I  said,  '*  You  better  ^et  back  to  the  house, 
for  if  they  catch  yon  out  of  the  house  there  will  be  a  commotion."  They  came  up 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  my  house,  and  then  hitched  their  horses,  and  staid  there 
until  a  few  minutes  before  daybreak.  They  then  went  down  in  the  direction  of  where 
these  arrested  parties  live.  I  heard  dogs  bark,  Jnst  as  home  dogs  bark  when  their  own 
people  come.  These  people  went  there,  or  stopped  there.  The  next  night,  between  10 
and  2  o'clodc,  they  came  agaib,  and  came  to  the  same  ground,  and  staid  there  until 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  uiiniites  after  daybreak.    Wilson  sent  for  me  ihe  next  morning. 

Question.  Who  is  he  f 

Answer.  A  boy  raised  in  mj  neighborhood.  He  sent  for  me  to  come  and  see  him.  I 
started,  and  took  my  son  with  me.  I  met  him,  and  he  took  me.  in  the  house,  and 
told  me  that  he  wanted  to  make  a  trade  with  me.  I  said,  *' What  is  itf  He  said, 
"Lid  you  get  the  word  I  sent  to  you  by  Mr.  Hintonf"  I  said,  "I  did,  but  I  was 
afraid."  I  said,  "  I  underatand  you  are  known  as  being  one  of  them,  and  not  only  that, 
but  the  manager."    He  said  he  did  not  know  how  that  could  be  possible.    I  said, 
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'^This  is  ridicolons  conduct  for  you  to  be  out  so  often.'*  I  said,  "There is  so  much 
talking  about  i)eople'8  taking  up  men's  and  wives'  business,  and  so  much  roving,  that 
everybody  knows  it ;  and  perhaps  you  are  often  watched  to  your  house."  He  said, 
*'  Yes,  that  is  so,  no  doubt."  Said  he,  "  There  were  two  men  in  their  shirt-sleeves  the 
night  they  stopped  here  at  my  house."  There  I  got  a  little  more  light.  I  said,  "  Why 
did  they  stop  here  ?"  He  said,  "  They  wanted  me  to  go  out ;  but  I  did  not  go  out."  I 
said,  "  Wilson,  you  have  fished  for  me  a  long  time  before  you  got  me  to  sav  a  word; 
you  know  what  I  told  you,  and  you  say  it  is  true."  I  said,  **  Give  me  a  dog's  chance ; 
let  me  and  you  settle  it  between  us,  or  let  me  quit  the  State."  Said  he,  ^^  If  yon  find 
me  in  it,  you  may  cut  my  throat."  I  said,  "  Don't  tell  me  that;  I  have  lost  all  confi- 
dence in  you  in  tiie  world ;  if  you  do  it,  I  shall  not  be  disappointed ;  and  if  you  don't 
do  it,  I  will  not  be  disappointed."  Then  he  got  up  this  peace  resolution,  and  came  to 
me  to  read  it.  i  said,  "It  is  clean  to  my  ear.  nonorable,  and  right ;  if  you  will  standby 
that,  it  will  be  all  I  ask."  There  were  eighty-four  of  us  signed  it.  Since  the  soldiers  made 
their  affidavit  in  Jeflferson,  he  came  to  see  me.  I  said,  "You  are  the  manager  of  this  thing ; 
go  to  the  officers  of  the  county,  and  get  them  to  give  bond  and  security  to  the  Govem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  for  good  behavior,  and  we  can  maintain  it."  Well,  when 
Haney  rode  up  that  morning  to  his  grandfather's,  afl«r  he  ^ot  into  Jefferson,  and  told 
me  what  he  had  to  tell  me,  I  told  him  to  do  so,  and  he  said  it  was  too  lute.  That  was 
because  they  did  not  want  it  done.  There  has  not  been  another  raid  since.  I  said, 
"This  advertisement  stuck  up  at  HoUiday's  gate  has  broke  that  pledge:  now  go  and 
give  bond  and  security,  and  we  can  maintain  it."  They  said,  "  It  is  too  late."  I  said, 
**  I  will  give  you  the  advice  of  a  brother :  forbear  threatening."  That  was  when  he 
said  that  there  were  but  two  men  to  swear  against  them^  and  they  would  kill  them. 
On  Sunday  we  had  a  meeting.  They  inquired  about  shootrag.  He  shook  the  back  of 
his  hands  in  Mr.  Whitehead's. face,  and  said,  "Whenever  he  says  to  me  what  he  says 
to  another  man,  I  will  kill  him." 

Question,  Who  said  that  f 

Ajistber.  Jack  Haney,  one  of  the  men  that  was  arrested.  James  Haney  came  by 
that  night  and  fired  his  pistol  against  his  grandfather's  comer,  and  then  another  dis- 
charge, and  then  another  discharge.  His  grandfather,  who  married  my  daughter,  said, 
"  You  will  suffer  for  this."  The  next  morning  he  said,  "Jim,  who  was  that  shooting 
last  night  f"  He  said,  "  It  was  me."  His  grandfather  said,  "  Jim,  have  you  no  more 
sense  than  that  f "  He  said,  "  Yes,  I  have  as  much  sense  as  any  man."  His  grand- 
&ther  said,  "  You  have  a  bad  way  of  showing  it ;  I  will  indict  you  for  that?  He 
said,  "  If  you  do.  you  never  will  indict  another  maai,"  He  said,  "  1  will  do  it"  Then 
the  other  said,  "If  you  do  it,  I  will  make  you  lose  more  than  you  fear  to  lose."  Hie 
old  man  said,  "  I  am  not  afearfl  of  you.".  Jim  said,  "  Then  I  will  not  strike  you." 
Then  the  thing  broke  up.  These  men  ride  down  from  toward  Masonic  Hall ;  I  have 
lain  out  and  watcbc  d  them  do  it.  I  am  positively  afeared,  and  it  is  for  nothing  I  have 
done.  I  have  never  seen  any  man  in  disguise,  and  never  heard  one  talk  in  msgnise. 
But  it  is  so  that  1  cannot  live  in  this  Christian  land  without  fear. 

Question,  Have  these  other  men  you  spoke  of  been  molested  by  them  ? 

Answer.  Certainly,  it  must  have  molested  them  when  they  committed  this  outrage. 

Question,  What  was  the  outrage  t 

Answer,  On  Thomas  Arnold  and  his  wife.  He  has  an  unruly  woman,  and  hard  to 
control,  and  they  have  many  a  quarrel.  I  have  heard  it  rumored  that  they  have  fon^t ; 
I  have  heard  it  that  she  has  whipped  him.  As  for  Billy  Booth,  I  did  hear  of  one  httle 
difficulty  that  is  very  common  when  a  man  gets  his  second  wife ;  but  that  is  only 
rumor— only  settlement  chat.  This  man  Holfiday  was  charged  with  having  whipped 
bis  daughter,  with  having  cut  her  back  all  to  pieces. 

By  Mr,  Bayard  : 

Question,  That  was  J.  R.  HoUiday  ?  , 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  you  know  I  could  not  have  any  prdudioe  against  him,  because  he 
married  my  daughter.  Knowing  there  was  a  bad  feeling  between  Hewett  and  his 
JEather-in-law  ana  Holliday,  I  said,  "You  should  not  have  mentioned  it  now;  people 
will  get  hold  of  it ;  you  should  recollect  and  be  particular  how  yoa  talk ;  that  the  baek 
is  suDJect  to  examination."  The  old  man,  old  Billy  McDonald,  sent  down  to  examine 
her  back.  They  fell  out  with  him  about  taking  a  hog.  He  is  a  good  citizen,  and  (ap- 
posed to  Ku-Klux  throughout.  Holliday  is  a  nigh-strungmauj  of  high  mettle.  Old 
man  McDonald  met  me  on  the  day  of  the  legiuatnre.'  He  said,  "There  has  been  a 
damned  lie  told  ;  they  said  Holliday  would  not  shoot,  and  he  has  shot :  but  t^  thing 
is  all  hid."  Then  they  called  at  Mr.  Bowman's  for  half  a  gallon  of  liquor.  I  saia, 
"  No,  don't  you  drink  a  single  drop."  He  said,  "  My  spirits  get  too  low  at  times."  1 
said,  "  Mine  are  too  high."  I  was  there  when  they  went  through  with  the  whole  of  it, 
but  nobody  got  tight.  I  was  rather  satisfied  with  that  until  they  put  up  an  advettiie- 
ment,  "  You  damned  old  cuss,  your  death  is  near  at  hand."  ^^  . 

By  the  Chairman  :  u^gitized  by  CjOOg Ic 

Question,  Was  that  at  HoUiday's  house  T 
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Answer.  Tea,  sir ;  they  said  if  he  took  that  down,  he  should  hang  in  its  place.  I  said, 
"  If  Wilson  was  there,  I  would  go  right  to  him  and  take  it  down.^  I  said,  ^'  This  will 
bring  a  fight  with  the  presses :  if  I  can  get  hold  of  it,  I  will  take  it  and  go  to  the  print- 
ing  office  and  find  the  man  it  belongs  to.  Some  one  will  know  who  did  it.  It  is  easy 
to  detect  handwriting,  and  he  will  be  revealed  by  his  frequent  visits  and  unruly 
tongue."  They  took  that  down  in  the  spring.  Then  there  was  a  great  deal  of  night 
shooting.  Jones  hallooed  out,  and  they  halted,  and  shot  at  him ;  that  was  to  aggravate 
HoUiday.  # 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  their  going  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Arnold,  and  telling 
him  to  quit  selling  Uqnor  ?  » 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  himself  that  they  did  it,  and  said  that  if.  he  did  not  do 
it,  they  would  skin  him  alive. 

Question,  Why  did  they  not  want  him  to  sell  liquor  ? 

Answer,  Because  they  wanted  to  do  so  themselves ;  to  run  the  blockade  without  con- 
forming to  the  law.    That  is  my  opinion  of  it. 

Quemon.  You  say  that  some  of  them  charged  Holliday  with  whipping  his  daughter. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  George  Haney,  one  of  the  firrested  parties  that  were  here. 

Question.  And  you  told  him  what? 

Ansuwr.  I  told  his  ^andfather  that  he  should  have  been  more  careful  in  talking, 
knowing  the  bad  feeling  there  was  between  Hewett's  and  Haney's  family  and  Holli- 
day and  McDonald ;.  that  it  would  make  the  matter  worse.  My  daughter  had  become 
a  step-grandmother  to  them,  and  I  wished  the  children  all  well.  It  I  was  partial  in 
my  life  toward  any  two  men,  it  was  toward  Ezekiel  and  Jack  Haney.  I  thought 
they  would  be  noble  men  some  day,  and  would  be  able  to  stand  by  the  standard  of 
tiiieir  country,  and  defend  it.  I  was  partial  in  my  feelings  toward  them ;  I  thought 
they  were  beautiful  men.  There  is  no  bad  feeling  yet ;  but  such  conduct  as  they 
are  guilty  of,  if  it  is  so,  and  I  am  obliged  to  suspicion  them,  I  cannot  commend  them 
for  it.    If  they  are  ignorant  of  this  thing,  then  I  have  made  known  my  opinion. 

QuestUm,  What  is  Wilson's  business  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  very  fine  workman^  an  elegant  school-teacher,  and  now  has  the  chief 
office  of  the  county  in  regard  to  public  schools ;  he  is  a  smart  man. 

Question.  Did  he  deny  that  he  had  come  to  vour  house  ? 

Answer.  He  denied  for  one  of  them  teetotally ;  yet  he  has  been  there  all  the  time 
backward  and  forward. 

Question.  Have  you  told  us  all  you  know  about  their  doings  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  may  know  something  I  do  not  think  of  now ;  I  only  want  to 
teU  what  I  know. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  whippings  in  your  nefghborhood  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  them  in  tue  neighborhood. 

Question.  Who  has  been  whipped  f 

Answer.  There  was  Mitchell  Keed,  and  old  Sampson  Pendergrast,  and  the  Flannigan 
negro,  Harrison  Flanuigan,  a  time  or  two ;  thev  have  had  several  bouts  at  him  frst 
and  last.    Old  Johnny  Seay's  place  was  notified  ;  he  is  a  nice  man. 

i^iesiion.  For  what  did  those  men  take  it  upon  themselves  to  disguise  themselves 
and  their  horses  and  go  about  over  the  country  t 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  tell  you,  more  than  it  is  my  opinion  that  they  did  it  to 
make  everybody  just  sway  to  what  they  say,  to  take  everything  into  their  own  hands. 
They  have  defied  the  powers  that  be,  so  that  they  cannnot  be  stopped,  cannot  be  found 
out,  cannot  be  checked. 

By  Mr.  Batard  : 

Question.  Have  you  been  before  the  grand  Jury  in  Holliday's  case  f 

Answer.  I  have  not.  * 

Question.  Were  you  not  summoned  here  f 

Answtr.  I  was  summoned  here,  and  have  been  here  now  the  ninth  day. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Pope,  the  district  attorney? 

Answer.  I  reckon ;  I  do  not  know  him.  *  ' 

Question.  Have  you  been  examined  by  somebody  to  find  out'what  you  knew  about 
HoUiday's  case  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  man  in  the  other  room  wanted  to  take  dowp  something  the 
other  evening.  * 

Question.  Did  you  recognize  any  of  these  disguised  men  at  all  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  vou  see  them  ? 

Answer,  I  could  have  seen  them,  but  I  was  afiraid  to  raise  up  high  enough  to  see 
them. 

QumUon.  Yon  oould  not  swear  to  any  of  them  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  j 

Question.  How  old  was  this  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  R.  HoUiday,  whose  backQ^i2^1&  to 
have  been  cut  into  strips  by  him  f 
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Answer,  It  was  his  wife ;  a  fine  woman. 
Question,  Who  said  her  back  was  cut  t 

Answer,  Mr.  Hewett  told  me  that  George  Haney  said  he  saw  it. 
QuesHan.  Was  she  a  Miss  Hewett  f 

Anstcer,  She  was  a  Mrs.  McDonald  before  she  was  married. 
Question,  Who  saw  her  back  t 

Answer,  George  Haney  said  he  saw  Bob  Holliday  do  it. 
Question.  Do  what  T 

Answer.  Whip  her  and  cat  her  back  all  to  smash,  and  wear  oat  one  hickory,  and  send 
her  little  daughter  oi^  for  another.  He  said  she  begged  him  not  to  do  it ;  and  then  he 
ran  off,  bo  as  not  to  let  Holliday  see  him. 

Question,  Was  there  bad  feeling  between  Haney  and  Holliday  f 
Ansjcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  that  bad  feeling  crow  out  oft 

Ansicer,  Out  of  an  old  lumber  bill  mat  old  man  Hewett  had  sawed  yeaiB  afco,  and 
did  not  get  satisfaction  for,  as  he  thought.  He  is  all  the  man  I  ever  did  hear  say  any 
harm  of  Bob  Holliday.  No  man  living  I  have  more  -confidenoe  in  than  Ezekiel  Hewett, 
bat  some  people  will  hold  prejudices  amazingly. 

Question,  Tnere  was  an  old  grudge  between  Hewett  and  Holliday,  growing  out  of  an 
old  transaction,  and  continuing  down  to  the  present  time  f 
Answer,  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  Was  Haney*  any  relation  to  Mrs.  Holliday  t 
Answer,  None  at  all. 

Questioiu  Where  was  he  when  he  saw  Holliday  whip  Mrs.  Holliday  f 
Answer,  Kight  in  the  road. 

Question,  Did  Holliday  know  that  Haney  had  se>en  him  f 
Answer,  No ;  I  reckon  he  was  like  I  was ;  he  did  not  believe  it. 
Question,  Did  Holliday  know  that  Haney  had  charged  him  with  it  f 
Answer,  Certainly  he  did. 
Question,  Did  he  get  angry  with  Haney  f 

Answer.  He  heard  it  first  from  his  wife's  people,  and  it  made  him  very  angry  with 
them,  and  liked  to  have  parted  them,  until  he  found  out  where  it  did  come  from. 
Question,  What  did  he  say  against  Haney  f 
Answer,  Nothing,  that  I  ever  heard  ofi 

Question,  There  was  bad  feeling  between  Holliday  and  Haney  ? 
Ansicer,  Yes,  sir,  there  was.  I  was  at  the  old  man's  Sunday  evening  before  this  thing 
took  place  on  Monday.  I  was  talking  about  the  threats  of  Billy  McDonald.  He  said  that 
if  be  was  not  afeared  to  get  into  the  law,  he  would  go  down,  but  he  would  let  it  alone 
for  the  Ku-Klux  to  do.  fsaid  if  he  did  that  he  might  as  well  let  it  alone  ttntil  dooms- 
day, for  it  never  would  be  settled. 
Question.  What  was  that  f 

Answer,  About  Holliday's  wife ;  as  he  heard  from  his  grandson.   . 
Question,  You  say  there  ^was  a  case  in  which  husband  imd  wife  quarreled  very 
bitterly  f 
Answer,  I  did  not  say  bitterly. 
QuestUm.  Well,  you  say  they  quarreled  f 

Ansu)er,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  quarrel  between  Booth  and  his  wife ;  and  in  the  morn- 
ing she  threatened  him  with  the  Ku-Klux.    They  put  up  a  notice  to  him,  that  if  he  did 
not  stay  at  home  and  quit  drinking,  the  Ku-Klux  would  be  on  to  him. 
Question,  His  wife  threatened  him  with  that  f 

Answer,  He  said,  "  The  Ku-Klux  have  never  threatened  me ;  it  is  some  of  my  mis- 
chievous neighbor  boys  that  did  it."  That  was  in  the  morning,  and  it  was  at  night 
that  they  were4)n  to  him. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  to  him  ? 

Answer,  They  caught  him  &t  Russell  Aaron's ;  and  they  asked  him  if  he  denied  that 
they  put  up  that  notice.  He  said  he  did  not,  and  raised  up  his  right  hand,  and  said 
that  he  would  suffer  it  to  come  off  if  he  had  denied  it. 

Question,  Was  he  a  drinking  man,  and  did  he  abuse  his  wife  t 
Answer,  If  he  did,  I  did  not  know  it 
Question,  His  wife  threatenod  him  with  being  Ku-Kluxed  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  this  visit  followed  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that' about  the  same  in  the  other  cases  f 
Answer,  About  the  same. 

Question.  Did  the  husband  or  \^ife  threaten  with  the  Ku-K!Uix  f 
Austoer,  I  do  not  know  that  Mrs.  Holliday  ever  threatened  herhnsbaad  in  her  life; 
I  think  she  is  too  shrewd  a  woman  to  do  that :  I  think  her  above  the  Uk»  of  tbai. 
Question,  She  would  keep  her  domestic  troubles  to  herself? 
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Anatoer,  Yes,  sir.  She  is  a  good  woman ;  bat  the  other  is  not  bo  experienced,  and  is 
more  like  a  child. 

Question,  You  said  something  about  their  selUng  liquor ;  were  there  illicit  stills  up 
there  f 

Anncer,  If  there  is  anything  like  that,  I  am  not  the  roan  knowing  to  it  at  all. 

Question,  How  about  tUis  man  who  was  told  that  he  should  not  sell  liquor  any 
moi'e. 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  think  he  has  any  still. 

Question.  To  whom  does  he  sell  it  f 

Ansiver.  He  sells  it  to  auybody  that  will  buy  it ;  he  is  licensed. 

Question.  Was  it  riotous  there  t 

Anstcer.  I  think  there  was  some  turmoil  there ;  some  quarreling  and  fighting,  per- 
haps. 

Question.  He  merely  had  notice  not  to  sell  any  more  liquor  ? 

Anstcer.  Tho  boys  stuck  matches  through  the  house  and  lighted  them  up^  I  told 
them  that  was  the  danger  of  the  thing.  He  had  been  indicted  for  selling  without  a 
license,  and  the  connty  made  him  suner  severely  for  it;  and  then  he  got  a  license. 
They  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  quit  they  would  skiu  him  alive.  Now,  he  would  look 
well  going  about  without  a  skin.  That  night  they  whipped  that  yellow  boy  Mitchell 
Reed,  who  has  been  here 

Question.  What  had  he  done  f 

Anstoer.  I  did  not  hear  ariy thing  that  he  had  done.  Charley  Mason  was  the  man 
with  whom  he  had  lived,  and  he  said  it  had  ruined  his  crop.  They  also  went  to  Squire 
Chandler^s,  and  ran  off  tlie  servants  he  had. 

By  the  "Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  this  the  man  (pointing  to  Mr.  Ricks,  the  clerk  of  the  committee)  who 
took  down  your  statement  ? 

Answer   1  think  he  is. 

Question.  Was  the  Mrs.  HoUiday  who  came  here  as  a  witness  the  same  one  that  Ha- 
ney  charged  with  having  been  whipped  by  her  husband  f 

Anstver,  I  think  so.  Her  family  is  of  loyal  stock,  and  there  is  no  better  friend  to  the 
Government  than  old  Billy  McDonald.  If  we  had  had  a  plenty  of  old  Billy  McDonalds, 
we  never  would  have  had  the  war  we  have  had. 

Question.  Was  he  a  Union  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Holliday  a  Union  man  f 

Answer.  I-  believe  he  was. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  what  this  man  Haney  said  about  Holliday's  whipping  his 
wife,  or  do  you  think  it  was  just  a  slander  that  he  started  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  bebevo  it  was  so,  and  I  thought  his  grandfather  ought  not 
to  have  believed  it.  People  need  not  tell  falsehoods  and  expect  them  to  go  before  men 
of  intelligence  as  facts,  for  they  carry  a  light  that  betrays  them. 

Question.  And  until  McDonald  found  out  the  truth  about  it,  he  was  a  great  deal  dis- 
turbed f 

Ansu*er.  Yes,  sir;  and  said  that  Holliday  could  not  cut  his  back. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  complaints  that  Booth's  wife  made,  did  you  hear  her  make 
themt 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  think  Mr.  Aaron  heard  Billy  saj  so.  Bill^  Booth  said,  "  I  did 
say  it,  but  no  person  living  ever  heard  it  but  just  me  and  my  wife ;  and  they  scared 
me,  and  I  told  them  a  lie."    He  said  that  just  as  soon  as  they  went  away. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  Booth  t 

Ansioer.  He  trades  a  little,  horse-swaps  a  little,  farms  a  little,  and  gets  tight  once  in 
a  while.  His  wife  said  to  my  wife  that  she  had  quit  crossing  him,  and  takes  part  of 
the  fault  herself.  I  hope  she  is  going  to  do  better  than  she  has  been  doing.  I  reckon 
they  would  have  done  better  anyhow  if  there  had  been  no  meddling  with  them. 

Question.  Which  side  do  these  Ku-Klux  generally  vote  on  when  they  go  to  the  elec- 
tions ? 

Anstcer.  'Well,  if  I  know  them,  and  I .  suspicion  them  very  strong,  I  think  that  they 
want  to  tear  down  this  Government;  that  is  my  sentiment;  that  is  what  I  think. 

Qtiesiion.  Were  any  of  them  in  the  rebel  army  ? 

Anstver.  Well,  I  think  the  height  of  them  were.  George  Haney  was  not,  for  he  was 
not  old  ^nough,  but  the  others  were. 

Q^est^on.  Have  yon  beanl  them  express  any  hostility  to  the  Government? 

Answer.  Certainly  I  did  hear  that;  and  that  makes ^e  lose  confidence  in  any  man. 
A  man  who  is  not  a  true  friend  to  his  government  is  not  a  true  friend  to  me. 

Question.  I^  they  manifest  hostility  to  the  Mends  of  the  Government  f 

Answer.  Certaimy  they  do.  r^^^r^T^ 
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By  Mr.  Batarb  : 

QMstion,  Do  you  know  a  single  person  that  you  know  to  be  a  member  of  this  organ- 
ization f 

Answer,  1  do.  not ;  if  I  did,  I  tell  you  he  would  have  been  felled  to  the  floor  befixe      [ 
now. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  the  politics  of  any  man  that  belongs  to  that  order? 

Jnstoer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  the  politics  of  any  such  man ;  if  I  was  to  hear  sach 
a  man  as  that  say  it,  I  would  not  know  whether  to  believe  him. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  26, 1871. 

W.  R.  AARON  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  your  age,  where  you  were  bom,  where  you  now  live,  and  what  is  your 
present  occupation. 

Answer.  I  am  twenty-eight  years  old;  I  was  bom  in  Forsyth  County,  and  I  five 
now  in  Jackson  County ;  I  am  a  farmer. 

Question.  Has  your  wife  been  before  this  committee  as  a  witness  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  her  name  f 

Ansioer.  Nancy  Aaron. 

Question.  Tell  us  whether,  in  your  community,  there  have  been  any  people  that  tie 
commonly  called  Ku-Klux. 

Answer.  Y6s,  sir;  there  were  thirty-six  came  to  my  house  at  onetime ;  I  do  not  leeol- 
lect  exactly  the  time  they  came.  They  came  there  to  see  Mr.  Booth ;  that  is  what  they 
told  us  when  they  came :  they  had  nothing  to  say  out  of  the  way  to  any  of  my  folks. 

Question.  How  came  Mr.  Booth  to  be  at  your  house  t  . 

Answer.  He  was  owing  me  a  little  money,  and  as  he  was  passing  by  there  hestQfpped 
to  pay  me.  He  had  been  to  the  grocery  to  get  a  little  whisky ;  he  drank  right  smart, 
and  that  is  what  they  said  they  came  on  him  for. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  he  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  against  the  man,  only  that  he  will  drink  too  madk. 

Question.  How  old  a  man  is  he  f 

Answer.  About  thirty-five,  I  think ;  he  looks  like  he  may  be  that. 

Question.  Are  there  other  men  in  yonr  country  that  drink  too  much  ? 

Ansueer.  Yes,  sir ;  an  old  man  there  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Mobley,  that  lives  within  ft 
half  a  mile  of  me,  has  laid  drunk,  I  reckon,  for  about  four  months  this  smnmer. 

Question.  Are  there  any  others  t 

Answer.  There  is  another  there  by  the  name  of  Jot.  Day ;  he  nearly  lost  his  crop  by 
drinking  too  much. 

Question.  Are  there  any  others  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  none  that  drink  to  excess. 

Question.  Are  there  others  that  get  drunk  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  others  if  I  could  recollect  who  they  are. 

Question.  I  sapposo  that  in  your  community,  as  in  most  others,  nearly  everybody 
takes  his  dram,  and  some  take  it  too  oft^n  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  asked  to  join  the  Ku-Klux  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Whent 

Answer.  Along  this  summer,  about  laying-by  time;  about  the  Ist  of  July. 

Question.  Who  asked  you  ? 

Answer,  A  man  by  the  name  of  Perry  Nicholson, 

Question,  How  old  a  man  is  hef 

Answer,  About  twenty-seven,  I  think. 

Question.  Where  did  you  meet  with  him  T 

Answer.  He  came  to  my  house  and  asked  me  would  I  join  them.  I  reckon  that  must 
have  been  his  business  there.  He  first  had  been  saying  that  it  would  be  best  ^for  hin 
to  join  them,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  join  them.  I  said,  "  No,  not  for  the  worid.'' 
Then  he  turned  around  and  said  that  he  would*  not,  either. 

Question,  Was  he  snpnosed  to  belong  to  them  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  of  that  sort  said,  but  his  conversation  run  tiiat  way. 

Qwsstion,  What  did  he  tell  you  about  them  before  you  expressed  this  opinion! 

Answer,  He  mentioned  to  me  about  going  to  Bir.  Holliday's,  a  week  or  so  before  he 
mentioned  to  me  about  joining  them,  and  telling  HoUiday  that  if  he  would  put  up  * 
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BOtice  tbat  lie  was  sorry  for  having  accused  some  men  of  being  Ea-Elux,  they  would 
not  troable  him  any  more. 

Question.  Why  did  he  say  that  he  thought  he  would  Join  them  t 

Anmcer.  Ho  did  not  say.  except  that  it  would  be  the  best  thing  for  him  to  do  so ;  that 
they  would  bother  him  if  he  did  not  do  it.  He  asked  if  I  would  join  them,  and  I  said, 
"  No,  I  would  not  for  the  world." 

Question,  Was  that  before  tbey  came  to  your  house  or  afterward  T 

Answer.  It  was  after  the  Ku-Klux  came  to  my  house. 

Question.  How  were  those  men  disguised  who  came  to  your  house  T 

Anstcer,  Tbey  were  most  disguised  with  oil  caps  on,  and  were  dressed  in  black. 

Question^  Were  thov  armed  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  pistols. 

Question.  Were  they  walking  or  riding  when  they  came  there  T 

Anstcer.  They  were  riding. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  they  oome  there  t 

Anstcer.  It  was  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  probably  a  little  later  than 
that ;  we  had  no  clock.  We  were  just  fixing  to  lie  down  wben  Mr.  Booth  came  to  the 
house. 

Qtiestion.  How  long  after  Booth  came  did'the^  come  there  f 

Anstcer.  Not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Question,  Did  any  of  them  come  into  the  house  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  asked  them  in,  but  they  would  not  oome  in. 
.    Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  ? 

Anstcer.  I  did  not  know  either  of  them  that  I  know  of.  There  was  an  iron-gray 
critter  and  a  mule  that  I  sort  of  recognized. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  think  thev  belonged  ? 

Anstcer.  I  tbink  tbey  belonged  to  Jack  Haney  and  Madison  Finch ;  that  is  my  honest 
opinion  about  the  two  critters. 

QuesHon.  How  long  after  this  man  came  to  your  house  and  had  this. talk  about  Mr. 
HoUiday 's  putting  up  a  notice,  before  they  made  the  attack  on  Mr.  HoUiday  f 

Anstcer.  I  reckon  it  was  about  three  weeks. 

Qtiestion,  Where  were  you  the  night  Mr.  Holliday  was  attacked  f 

Answer.  I  was  at  home.  ' 

Qttestion,  Did  you  see  anything  of  the  men  who  attacked  him,  or  did  you  hear  them 
passing  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir;  they  did  not  pass  along  my  road  at  all ;  they  went  right  on  from 
here  to\>ld  man  Ray's ;  so  they  said. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  man  speak  of  being  there  at  Holliday's  that  night? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  Perry  Nicholson  told  me  in  about  two  weeks  afterward,  I  reckoui 
that  Mr.  Jim  Thurman  told  him  as  a  secret,  that  he  kicked  Holliday  out  of  the  house 
that  night.  He  told  me  that  he  would  tell  me  this  if  I  never  would  tell  anybody.  I 
said,  '*  Just  so,"  and  then  he  up  and  told  me.  I  said  something  to  Mr.  Holliday  after- 
ward, and  Mr.  Holliday  said  he  thought  he  knew  the  man  who  did  it. 

Question.  Did  Nicholson  say  wheder  he  himself  had  been  there  with  them  that 
night  or  not  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  he  did  not  sa^.    Nicholson  was  working  with  this  Jim  Thurman. 

Question,  What  sort  of  a  man  is  Thurman  t 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  much  about  the  man ;  I  never  had  any  dealings  with  him. 

QuesHon,  Is  he  a  man  of  property  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  got  right  smart  of  property. 

Qtiestian,  Did  he  own  slaves  before  the  war  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  did,  but  I  am  not  certain ;  I  never  saw  him  before  the  war,  but 
be  is  worth  right  smart. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  threats  have  been  made  against  Mr.  Holliday, 
or  against  anybody  who  opposes  the  ku-Klux  t 

Answer.  NOt  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Qtteslion,  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  burning  of  Mr.  HoUiday's  property  since 
he  came  here! 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Batabd  : 

QuesHon,  Were  yon  here  before  the  grand  Jury,  in  the  Holliday  case  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  came  up  here  to  testify  what  you  have  testified  to  us  in  regard  to  the 
assault  on  Holliday's  house  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questi4ni,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  know  nothing  personally  of  the  attack; 
that  ypu  did  not  see  the  men  either  going  or  returning,  and  know  nothing  about  it, 
except  what  you  have  heard  from  rumor  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 
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Quetiwn,  Did  yoa  say,  on  the  night  these  men  came  to  yoor  hoose,  t^at  they  came 
there  to  look  for  Mr.  Booth,  and  that  you  knew  none  of  the  men  at  all,  but  thooght  yoo 
recognized  one  or  two  of  the  animals  as  belonging  to  Mr.  Haney,  bat  yoa  recognized 
none  of  the  riders  f 

Answer,  I  recognized  none  of  the  riders,  only  by  the  way  they  sat  on  their  horses;  I 
allowed  that  they  were  the  same  ones. 

Question.  And  yoa  thought  the  horse  and  mnle  which  yon  recognized  belonged  to 
Haney  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  this  Booth  a  very  dmnken  character  t 

Answer,  He  drinks  right  smart,  bat  he  never  gets  clean  down ;  ho  drinks  to  excess, 
but  it  never  throws  him. 

Question,  Hod  he  any  trouble  in  his  family — with  his  wife,  for  instance  f 

Anstper.  1  do  not  know  that  he  ever  had,  only  he  would  lay  out  from  home  drunk. 

Question.  Did  yon  know  anything  about  his  wife  having  procured  this  visitation  to 
him  by  these  people  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  she  had  told  him  that,  if  he  did  not  behave  and  do 
better,  she  would  have  these  peoplo  visit  himf 

Ansujer.  I  have  heard  that  rumored,  that  is  all. 

Question.  Did  they  disturb  any  of  your  family  when  they  came  there  to  your  house  t 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  .none  but  Billv  Booth. 

Question.  Tne^r  called  him  out  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  he  any  whisky  with  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  little. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  to  him  f 

Answer.  They  said  somethiug  about  a  notice  that  had  been  put  up  at  hie  house  three 
or  four  weeks  before,  and  he  had  said  about  the  settlement  that  some  of  the  nei|^bocs, 
boys  had  put  up  the  notice.  They  asked  him  if  he  had  said  so,  and  he  said  Uiat  he 
wonld  suffer  his  right  arm  to  drop  off  if  he  had  said  it.  The  notice  was,  that  if  he  did 
not  stay  at  home  they  would  give  him  three  hundred,  and  if  that  did  not  do,  they 
would  give  him  six  hundred. 

Questum,  Was  that  all  that  they  said  to  him  t 

Answer,  That  is  all  I  recollect. 

Question.  Did  they  rebuke  him  for  his  drnnkenness  t 

Answer.  They  cautioned  him  mightily  about  it,  and  told  him  not  to  do  it  aiij  mon, 
and  quit  lying  out  from  home. 

QuisOon,  That  was  all  the  fault  they  found  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  they  rode  away  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  time  you  ever  saw  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  heard  them  talk  afterward  when  I  was  in  bed  in  another  mma^ 
house. 

Question.  This  man'  Nicholson  never  told  you  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  order  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Bat  he  suggested  that  you  and  he  had  better  join  it,  and  yoa  promstiy  de- 
clined f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  is  all  you  know  upon  the  sulgectt 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  him  when  he  asked  if  yoa  would  Join  t 

Answer.  I  told  him  1  would  not  Join  them  for  the  world. 

Question.  What  ohjection  had  you  f 

Answer.  Because  I  knew  it  was  not  in  favor  of  my  country ;  that  it  was  against  the 
laws,  and  I  am  a  law-abiding  man. 

Question.  You  thought  it  was  a  bad,  mischievous,  wrong  organization  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  f  did  despise  them;  when  they  came  to  my  house  that  night  I 
was  powerful  mad  with  them.    All  the  harm  they  did  was  to  leave  my  fence  down. 

Question.  Was  Booth's  wife  kin  to  anybody  that  was  supposed  to  belong  to  the  Kb- 
Eluxf 

Answer.  I  have  heard  say,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  true,  that  her  brother  has 
been  accused  of  it. 

Question.  What  is  her  brother's  name  9 

Answer,  Jack  Ross. 

QuesUon,  You  have  been  asked  what  you  know  about  the  Eu-Klux.  Have  you  be«i 
at  Mr.  Holliday's  house  and  seen  the  marks  and  signs  on  the  house  f 
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Answer.  Tee,  sir ;  I  have  been  there.  I  saw  that  there  were  thirteen  bnllet-^hot  in 
Jhis  honse.    Mrs.  Holliday  told  me  that  they  shot  three  ballets  after  they  got  inside.    I 

w  bnt  one. 

Question,  Were  there  any  marks  on  the  door  ? 

Answer,  No^  sir;  I  did  not  notice  the  door  where  it  was  bnrsted. 

Question,  Have  thev  done  any  other  mischief  in  the  conntrv  there  f 

Answer,  I  believe  that  is  the  worst  they  have  done,  only  I  have  heard  of  their  whip- 
ing  some  negroes.  The  nicht  they  came  to  my  house  there  were  seventy^flve  at  a 
lack  man's  house,  close  to  Mr.  Holliday's,  and  they  whipped  a  negro  there. 

Question,  Was  he  whipped  pretty  severely  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.  He  came  right  on  here  and  reported  it ;  so  it  was  said  in  the  set- 
tlement. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  t 

Answer,  I  forget  his  name ;  I  never  was  acquainted  with  him. 
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